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GOVERNOR  ANSON  P.  K.  SAFFORD. 

The  name  of  Governor  Anson  P.  K.  Salford  is 
honored  not  alone  in  one  locality  but  in  many.  His 
life  work  has.  not  ceased  its  fruition  nor  will  it  do 
so  as  long  as  civilization  endures  in  America,  for  he 
set  in  motion  the  wheels  of  progress  which  will  roll 
on  and  on  through  all  time.  Pie  has  justly  been  called 
the  “father  of  the  public  school  system  of  Arizona,” 
an,d  other  sections  of  the  country  have  reason  to 
honor  and  praise  him  for  the  equally  valuable  work 
in  their  behalf.  His  last  days  were  spent  at  Tarpon 
Springs,  Florida,  where  his  widow,  Mrs.  Soledad  B. 
Parken,  still  resides,  occupying  the  home  erected  by 
Governor  Safiford. 

At  Hyde  Park,  Vermont  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1830,  Governor  Safiford  was  born  and  was, 
therefore,  but  eight  years  of  age  when  the  family  in 
1838  removed  to  Crete,  Illinois.  His  educational  op- 
portunities were  such  as  only  the  common  schools  of 
that  day  afforded.  Moreover,  his  services  were  needed 
upon  the  home  farm,  for  the  family  was  in  straitened 
financial  conditions  and  could  not  employ  help,  so 
that  through  the  spring  and  summer  months  he  had 
to  perform  such  tasks  as  his  age  and  strength  per- 
mitted. While  his  opportunity  of  attending  school 
was  'somewhat  limited,  he  was  always  a close  student 
of  books,  of  nature  and  of  mankind  and  he  possessed 
an  observing  eye  and  retentive  memory.  In  1850  the 
lure  of  the  gold  fields  was  upon  him  and  he  made  the 
journey  across  the  long  hot  stretches  of  sand  and  over 
the  mountain  passes  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  about  eight  years,  spending  most 
of  that  time  in  Nevada  county.  However,  unlike 
many  others,  he  did  not  devote  his  time  to  a frenzied 
search  for  the  precious  metal  but,  recognizing  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  citizenship,  took  an  active 
and  helpful  part  in  framing  the  affairs  and  promoting 
the  progress  of  the  state.  His  fellow  citizens,  appre- 
ciative of  his  ability,  elected  him  to  the  legislature 
in  1856  and  again  in  1857.  After  his  retirement  from 
that  office  he  turned  his  attention  to  commercial  affairs 


in  San  Francisco,  with  which  he  was  connected  from 
i860  until  1862.  He  was  a natural  born  pioneer  and, 
removing  to  Nevada,  became  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  influential  citizens  in  Humboldt  and  adja- 
cent counties.  ■ Again  he  was  called  to  public  office 
and  served  as  mining  recorder  and  also  as  county  re- 
corder, while  the  business  of  mining  also  occupied 
much  of  his  attention.  He  was  ready  to  meet  pioneer 
conditions  and  seemed  equal  to  any  emergency.  When 
difficulties  occurred  with  the  Indians,  whose  hostility 
was  manifest  in  thieving  and  murder,  he  organized  and 
led  armed  bodies  of  citizens  to  pursue  and  punish 
them.  Although  he  endured  great  hardships  on  some 
of  these  expeditions  he  never  complained,  placing  duty 
before  any  thought  of  personal  comfort.  He  contin- 
ued a resident  of  Humboldt  county,  Nevada,  until 
1865,  when  he  went  abroad,  spending  two  years  in 
Europe,  partly  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and  partly 
to  increase  his  store  of  information  concerning  human 
affairs  and  the  world’s  resources. 

Following  his  return  to  his  native  land  in  1867 
President  Johnson  appointed  Mr.  Safford  United 
States  surveyor  general  for  Nevada  and  from  Presi- 
dent Grant  came  the  appointment  as  governor  of  Ari- 
zona in  1869.  He  resigned  the  former  position  to 
accept  the  latter,  and  so  creditable  and  satisfactory 
was  his  official  service  in  that  position  that  President 
Grant  reappointed  him  in  1873.  He  continued  as  gov- 
ernor of  the  territory  for  eight  years  and  then  refused 
to  seek  a third  term.  No  other  epoch  of  his  life  per- 
haps was  fraught  with  so  many  deeds  fruitful  of  great 
results.  In  this  connection  one  of  his  biographers  has 
written : 

“He  found  the  territory  almost  in  a state  of  anarchy. 
Many  officers  refused  to  obey  the  laws.  The  payment 
of  taxes  was  resisted  by  some.  Outlaws  were  coming 
from  Sonora  and  robbing  and  murdering  settlers  along 
the  border  and  as  far  north  as  the  Gila  river.  The 
Apache  Indians  were  atrocious  in  their  thefts  and 
murders  and  the  military  authorities  were  nearly  use- 
less. The  commanding  officer  and  many  subordinates 
were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  people.  Such  eminent 
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generals  as  Sherman  and  Sheridan  regarded  the  terri- 
tory about  worthless  and  only  fit  for  Indians.  There 
was  no  public-school  system  in  operation  and  but  one 
public  school  (at  Prescott)  in  the  whole  territory, 
with  nearly  all  the  children  of  Catholic  parents  under 
the  power  of  priests  hostile  to  free  public  schools. 
There  was  not  a railroad  on  the  east  nearer  than 
Kansas  and  the  Overland  had  just  been  completed  to 
California.  Arizona  was  in  a most  univiting  condi- 
tion. Governor  Safford  realized  the  full  force  of  the 
situation— of  the  work  before  him.  With  intelligence, 
bravery  and  an  unflinching  purpose  to  bring  order 
out  of  chaos,  to  give  the  people  protection,  to  establish 
a system  of  public  schools,  he  went  to  work.  The 
previous  legislature  was  held  by  many  to  be  unlaw- 
fully convened,  hence  the  laws  were  only  partially 
obeyed  and  the  very  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to 
procure  an  act  of  congress  authorizing  the  calling  of 
an  election  for  a legislature  and  to  confer  upon  the 
governor  large  powers  until  it  could  meet  and  enact 
laws.  As  commander  of  the  military  department  of 
Arizona,  General  Stoneman  was  inefficient  and  un- 
friendly to  the  citizens.  Another  commander  was 
necessary.  To  help  obtain  the  required  legislation 
and  secure  a new  military  commander,  the  governor, 
at  his  own  expense,  and  on  borrowed  money,  spent  the 
winter  of  1870-71  in  Washington.  Fortunately  Hon. 
R.  C.  McCormick  was  delegate.  He  stood  high  with 
the  administration  and  with  leading  members  of  both 
houses  of  congress  and  he  cordially  and  efficiently 
carried  the  necessary  laws  through  congress  and  in 
every  way  helped  to  strengthen  the  governor’s  hands 
and  together  they  induced  President  Grant  to  super- 
sede General  Stoneman  with  General  Crook.  The 
governor  returned  to  the  territory  in  April,  1871,  and, 
with  a zeal  rarely  equaled,  began  work  on  ail  lines ; 
and  in  his  eight  years  as  governor  rid  the  territory 
of  Sonora  of  outlaws  and  secured  the  passage  and 
thorough  enforcement  of  effective  laws — especially  of 
revenue  and  public-school  laws.  To  work  more  effec- 
tively with  the  native  people  he  learned  to  speak  Span- 
ish. He  personally  visited  from  time  to  time  nearly 
every  family  in  the  territory  and  made  them  feel  that 
his  highest  ambition  was  to  give  them  security  in 
person  and  property  and  good  schools  for  their  chil- 
dren. As  a rule  each  legislature  passed  the  laws  he 
recommended.  When  not  engaged  in  executive  duties 
in  his  office  he  was  leading  prospecting  parties  into 
the  mining  regions,  armed  parties  after  hostile  Indians, 
traveling  from  county  to  county,  giving  cheerful  words 
to  the  struggling  pioneers  in  stock-raising,  farming 
and  mining.  In  this  way  he  traveled  thousands  and 
thousands  of  miles  ac  his  own  expense,  often  without 
protection  other  than  his  shotgun.  He  enjoyed  par- 
taking of  the  scanty  fare  of  the  settlers  in  their  cabins. 


They  never  suggested  any  act  for  their  benefit  that  he 
did  not  promptly  do  or  try  to  do.  While  a strong 
partisan  in  national  affairs,  he  was  not  in  his  admin- 
istration of  territorial  laws.  He  appointed  men  for 
their  fitness,  with  little  regard  to  their  political  stand- 
ing. Narrow-minded  and  selfish  men  did  not  always 
approve  of  his  actions.  His  convictions  of  right  and 
wrong,  especially  in  all  matters  affecting  the  public, 
were  so  strong  that  more  than  one  unfaithful  officer 
felt  his  righteous  wrath  and  power.  He  always  tried 
to  conciliate  so  long  as  the  public  interests  did  not 
thereby  suffer ; but  honesty  and  efficiency  he  would 
never  sacrifice  to  conciliate  anybody.  His  crowning 
achievement  as  governor  of  Arizona  was  the  system 
of  public  schools  he  established,  and  perhaps  there  is 
not  a case  on  record  where  a single  officer  led  in  every 
step  from  no  schools  at  all  to  a thoroughly  efficient 
system  by  which  every  neighborhood,  even  with  few 
children,  was  provided  with  a school  supported  by 
public  funds.  He  met  and  overcame  obstacles  that 
seemed  insurmountable  to  even  zealous  friends  of 
public  education.  This  part  of  his  work  in  Arizona 
should  of  itself  entitle  him  to  the  everlasting  gratitude 
of  the  people.  His  personal  work  and  sacrifices  of 
time  and  means  to  accomplish  this  crowning  work  of 
his  is  not  fully  known  to  anybody,  for  they  were  done 
at  all  times,  day  and  night,  and  under  almost  all  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  true  he  had  the  support  of  the  legis- 
latures, but  a less  determined  officer  in  this  regard 
would  not  have  secured  it.  He  believed  in  education 
in  the  public  schools  as  the  best  foundation  for  hon- 
orable success  in  life.  Governor  Safford  had  a broad 
and  comprehensive  mind.  In  proportion  as  the  people 
were  prosperous  and  happy  he  was  buoyant  and  con- 
tent. Perhaps  no  man  ever  lived  who  more  enjoyed 
promoting  the  public  welfare  and  the  welfare  of  worthy 
individuals  than  he.  When  there  were  fresh  de- 
velopments of  minerals  reported  he  lost  no  time  in 
personally  going  upon  the  ground  to  verify  fields ; he 
encountered  hostile  Indians  and  several  times  helped 
carry  wounded  companions  for  many  miles  over  rough 
and  dangerous  roads  and  always  cheered  them  up 
under  the  saddest  conditions.  Fie  was  a pioneer  by 
nature.  His  personal  requirements  were  few  and  sim- 
ple and  his  life  abstemious.  Life  to  him  was  useful 
activity.  He  was  among  the  first  to  introduce  fine 
sheep  and  other  animals  and,  though  he  lost  money 
in  this  way,  he  never  regretted  it  because  it  set  an 
example  which  was  followed.  So  unselfish  and  liberal 
was  he  as  governor  that  at  the  end  of  his  term  of 
eight  years  he  had  little  more  than  a pair  of  mules 
and  a buckboard  in  the  way  of  wealth.  Lie  was  not 
very  rugged  and  he  saw  that  provision  must  be  made 
for  sickness  and  age  and  that  he  must  concentrate  his 
efforts  to  make  some  money.  Without  going  into  de- 
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tails  he  was  instrumental  in  introducing  the  first  capi- 
tal in  the  noted  Tombstone  mines,  and  after  a year  or 
two  of  work  in  this  connection,  realized  a competency, 
though  not  wealth  as  that  word  is  now  understood. 
He  helped  establish  a bank  at  Tucson,  built  business 
blocks  in  Tombstone  and  did  many  other  acts  that 
proved  his  faith  in  and  attachment  to  the  territory, 
which  were  strong  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

After  leaving  Arizona,  Mr.  Safford  was  for  two 
years  a resident  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  became  interested  with  others  in 
the  purchase  of  a large  tract  of  land  in  Florida  and 
removed  to  that  state.  He  was  thereafter  especially 
active  in  the  upbuilding  of  Tarpon  Springs,  which 
was  again  work  of  purely  pioneer  character.  He 
found  there  practically  a forest  and  began  the  estab- 
lishment and  development  of  the  town,  giving  so  liber- 
ally of  his  time  and  strength  to  the  enterprise  that  his 
health  became  undermined,  probably  hastening  his 
death.  He  erected  the  second  dwelling  house  at  Tar- 
pon Springs  in  1885.  It  was  a typical  southern  home, 
built  in  the  bungalow  style,  and  additions  and  improve- 
ments have  since  been  made,  constituting  it  one  of  the 
attractive  residences  of  this  section  of  Florida. 

Governor  Safford  was  twice  married  and  is  sur- 
vived by  a daughter  of  his  first  union,  Marguerita, 
who  is  a graduate  of  Smith  College  and  is  now  a 
teacher  of  Boston.  For  his  second  wife  Governor 
Safford  married  Miss  Soledad  Bonillas,  a native  of 
Mexico  and  of  Spanish  descent,  the  wedding  being- 
celebrated  in  Arizona.  After  four  and  a half  years 
of  widowhood  Mrs.  Safford  married  W.  W.  Parkeri, 
a native  of  England,  who  was  a musician  by  profes- 
sion and  passed  away  in  July,  1903.  Mrs.  Parken  has 
been  a most  active  and  valued  member  of  the  com- 
munity which  constitutes  the  town  of  Tarpon  Springs, 
whither  she  came  with  her  first  husband  in  1883. 
Here  she  has  resided  continuously  since.  She  took  an 
active  part  in  building  the  first  schoolhouse  in  1885- 
86  and  has  been  largely  and  helpfully  interested  in 
educational  affairs  for  a number  of  years.  For  ten 
years  she  was  president  of  the  Women’s  Town  Im- 
provement Association,  the  main  efforts  of  which 
were  directed  along  the  line  of  improving  sanitary 
conditions  and  beautifying  parks  and  lighting  the 
streets  with  oil  lamps  until  the  first  street  lamps  were 
replaced  by  electric  lights.  The  association  raised  the 
money  to  secure  the  electric  lights  and  maintain  them 
for  a number  of  years.  In  more  recent  years  Mrs. 
Parken  has  devoted  her  efforts  to  the  building  of  the 
Catholic  chapel  at  Tarpon  Springs. 

It  was  in  December,  1891,  that  Governor  Safford 
passed  away.  Those  who  knew  him  intimately  bear 
testimony  to  his  liberality,  unostentatious  charity  and 
practical  kindness,  saying  that  he  aimed  to  aid  so  as 


to  put  the  beneficiaries  in  ways  to  self-support  or  in 
more  advantageous  situations  for  independence.  His 
religion  was  summed  up  in  doing  right  and  in  being 
useful  and  helpful  among  his  fellowmen.  In  his  fu- 
neral oration  the  Rev.  H.  D.  L.  Webster,  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  church  of  Tarpon  Springs,  said: 

“The  governor  was  pure  and  correct  in  his  morals, 
his  integrity  was  beyond  question  and  his  benevolence 
and  charity  matters  of  public  notice  and  admiration. 
Those  who  have  known  the  man  best  looked  upon  him 
as  a large-brained,  public-spirited  and  most  valuable 
citizen,  a natural  leader  of  men,  wise  in  counsel  and 
true  and  steadfast  in  his  friendship.  We  look  upon 
him  as  a master  of  destiny,  as  a conqueror  of  great 
difficulties,  as  a man  born  to  succeed.  His  loss,  as  to 
the  affairs  of  our  town  and  the  entire  gulf  coast,  is 
almost  irreparable.” 

The  Pioneer  Society  of  Arizona  in  a memorial  to 
Governor  Safford  said : 

“It  is  hard  to  realize  that  our  brother  pioneer  is 
dead.  Seldom  has  a death  occurred  that  so  shocked 
our  people  or  caused  a sympathetic  tear  to  start  from 
so  many  eyes. 

“Our  archives  contain  a record  of  his  advent  into 
the  territory  in  1869.  He  reached  Tucson  on  the 
20th  of  July  and  at  once  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
governor.  He  found  public  affairs  in  a chaotic  con- 
dition and  practically  without  laws.  There  was  a 
territorial  debt  of  twenty-six  thousand  dollars  and  no 
funds  in  the  treasury;  the  Apache  Indians  were  depre- 
dating and  outlaws  were  murdering  and  pillaging  along 
the  boundary  line  of  Mexico.  Prompt  and  decisive 
action  was  demanded  and  Governor  Safford  was  equal 
to  the  emergency.  He  went  to  Washington  and  se- 
cured congressional  action  legalizing  the  acts  of  the 
previous  legislature  and  also  giving  him  the  authority 
to  convene  the  legislature  in  extra  session  and  con- 
ferring extraordinary  powers  upon  him  for  a limited 
time.  This  arbitrary  power  was  exercised  so  mildly 
and  judiciously  that  but  few  people  in  the  territory 
knew  of  its  existence.  Gradually  but  surely  the  con- 
ditions were  changed  and  complete  order  and  harmony 
were  restored ; the  treasury  was  provided  with  funds 
for  all  necessary  expenses;  the  public  debt  was  ex- 
tinguished and  a handsome  surplus  was  on  hand  when 
he  retired  from  office. 

“The  crowning  glory  of  his  services  to  the  people 
of  Arizona  was,  however,  his  successful  efforts  in  the 
establishment  of  the  public-school  system  of  which 
Arizona  is  justly  proud,  and  never  was  his  character- 
istic energy  better  manifested  than  in  this  self-imposed 
task.  He  found  the  territory  absolutely  devoid  of 
public  schools,  yet  by  the  most  determined  personal 
efforts  he  soon  established  schools  in  every  town  and 
settlement  having  sufficient  pupils,  under  a wise  and 
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provided  law  he  caused  to  be  enacted.  It  was  the 
pride  of  his  life  and  he  is  justly  entitled  to  the  name 
of  the  father  of  the  public-school  system  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Arizona,  and  such  honor  will  history  surely 
accord  him.” 

It  was  only  a few  days  before  the  death  of  Gov- 
ernor Safford  that  his  sister,  Dr.  Mary  J.  Safford, 
passed  away.  She  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  Women’s 
Medical  College  at  Boston,  but  came  south  to  live  with 
Governor  and  Mrs.  Safford.  In  this  connection  the 
Tampa  Tribune  wrote: 

“Both  were  equally  public-spirited,  broad  in  their 
views  of  life  and  philanthropic  in  their  natures. 
Dr.  Mary  J.  Safford  was  one  of  the  best  known  woman 
physicians  in  the  county.  Of  high  mental  capacity, 
a keen  knowledge  of  her  fellow  creatures  enabled  her 
to  attract  or  repel  at  will,  and  she  apparently  chose  to 
win  all  hearts  on  the  west  coast,  where  she  is  mourned 
as  a sister.  The  death  of  ex-Governor  Safford  fol- 
lowing so  close  upon  that  of  his  sister,  was  not  unex- 
pected, but  is  none  the  less  truly  mourned.  Governor 
Safford  has  used  his  best  energies  to  advance  Florida’s 
interests  in  every  practicable  way  since  his  first  win- 
ter here  and  his  services  were  characterized  by  that 
enthusiasm  and  zeal  that  marks  the  grand  citizen.  Of 
recent  years  his  leisure,  talents  and  money  have  been 
chiefly  devoted  to  advancing  the  west  coast  generally 
— Tarpon  Springs  in  particular — and  this  county  has 
lost,  in  the  death  of  this  talented  brother  and  sister, 
two  friends  upon  whose  graves  will  rest  the  noble 
monument  built  of  their  neighbors’  love  and  trust 
during  their  lives.” 


WILLIAM  E.  BELL,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  E.  Bell,  a prominent  and  successful 
young  physician  and  surgeon  of  Bascom,  was  born 
in  Dale  county,  Alabama,  December  2,  1885.  He  is 
a son  of  William  S.  and  Maria  (Outlaw)  Bell,  both 
natives  of  that  state,  the  former  a farmer  and  mer- 
chant during  his  entire  active  life.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seventeen  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
still  living,  namely : Joseph,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Dale  county,  Alabama ; Mary,  who  married 
J.  L.  Cutchen,  also  of  Dale  county;  Dr.  James  Lee, 
a physician  of  Malone,  Florida ; Dr.  William  E.,  of 
this  review ; Loney,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother 
William;  Leona,  who  married  B.  C.  Halstead,  of 
Dale  county ; and  Bascom,  of  the  same  section. 

Dr.  William  E.  Bell  acquired  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Newton  and  Pinckard, 
in  his  native  state,  and  afterward  attended  the  Georgia 
College  of  Eclectic  Medical  Surgery  at  Atlanta, 


Georgia,  graduating  from  that  institution  April  II, 
1911.  On  February  1st,  of  the  following  year,  he 
came  to  Bascom  and  in  one  year  has  gained  recog- 
nition as  an  able  and  successful  physician,  who  by  his 
labors,  his  high  professional  attainments  and  his 
sterling  characteristics  has  justified  the  respect  and 
confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  medical  frater- 
nity and  the  local  public. 

Dr.  Bell  married,  October  24,  1909,  Miss  Hattie 
Elvira  Covington,  and  they  have  one  son,  Elzie  B., 
born  August  5,  1911.  Dr.  Bell  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  democratic  party.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order.  His  ability  places  him  in  the 
foremost  ranks  of  the  medical  profession  in  Jackson 
county.  He  enjoys  a large  practice,  is  a progres- 
sive citizen  and  one  whose  position  in  the  community 
is  enviable  because  the  expression  of  public  opinion 
regarding  him  is  altogether  favorable. 


HON.  W.  A.  BLOUNT. 

A Distinguished  Citizen  and  Lawyer  of  Florida. 

While  modesty  was  not  essential  to  the  so-called 
greatness  achieved  by  Napoleon  and  Alexander,  yet 
it  is  the  modest  man  who  most  appeals  to  the  finer 
human  instincts ; one  might  say,  the  sacred  human 
emotions.  It  is  this  quality,  as  much  as  any  other, 
that  appeals  to  the  admirers  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  Heroic 
deeds  by  egotists  may  fire  the  imagination,  but  the  life 
work  of  him  who  does  great  things  and  endures  much, 
unostentatiously,  compels  the  deepest  admiration  and 
respect. 

William  A.  Blount  was  born  in  Clarke  county,  Ala- 
bama, on  October  25,  1851.  His  parents,  Alexander 
Clement  Blount  and  Julia  Elizabeth  Washington,  were 
both  born  in  Newbern,  North  Carolina.  The  father, 
then  a young  man,  and  a practicing  lawyer,  thought 
he  saw  a chance  for  the  accumulation  of  property, 
and  moved  to  Alabama  to  engage  in  the  operation  of 
a plantation.  On  this  plantation  the  family  lived  for 
several  years,  but  finally  removed  to  Pensacola,  Flor- 
ida, in  1858,  where  the  father  reengaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law — Pensacola,  even  at  that  time,  giving 
promise  of  becoming  a great  city.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war,  the  family  again  removed  to 
Alabama,  where  they  lived  for  several  years,  during 
the  early  boyhood  of  Mr.  Blount.  It  is  probably  due 
to  this  opportunity  which  country  life  affords,  that  he 
acquired  habits  of  introspection  and  self-reliance 
which  have  regulated  and  sustained  him  throughout 
his  life. 

In  support  of  heredity,  it  should  be  told  that  both 
the  father  and  mother  were  endowed  with  much  more 
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than  ordinary  mentality,  and  both  had  exalted  ideas 
of  the  duties  of  life.  It  also  should  be  told,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Blount  has  succeeded  so  well  in 
his  profession,  that  both  the  Washingtons  and  Blounts 
were  professional  people  for  generations.  Three  broth- 
ers on  the  father’s  side,  and  two  brothers  on  the 
mother’s  side,  were  lawyers.  One  of  them,  William  H. 
Washington,  served  as  a member  of  Congress  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-six. 

The  life  stories  of  men  of  Mr.  Blount’s  age,  who 
have  performed  deeds  worthy  of  consideration  by  their 
fellow  citizens  of  the  south,  are  for  the  most  part 
similar.  From  competency,  or  better,  the  young  boys 
of  the  south  were  plunged,  by  the  Civil  war,  into  pov- 
erty, and  their  youth  and  early  manhood  passed  in 
heroic  struggles  for  subsistence  and  education.  As 
a result  of  this  condition,  Mr.  Blount’s  early  educa- 
tion was  frequently  interrupted,  but  he  was  determined 
to  acquire  knowledge,  and  by  intense  application  was 
able,  in  1870,  to  enter  the  University  of  Georgia.  From 
this  institution  he  graduated  in  1872,  first  in  his  class, 
with  an  A.  B.  degree,  and  immediately  entered  the 
law  class  of  the  same  university,  and  received  his 
diploma  as  LL.  B.  On  coming  back  to  Pensacola,  he 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  the  office  of  United  States 
Senator  C.  W.  Jones,  a man  of  great  intellect  and 
kindly  heart,  whose  keen  insight  must  have  recognized 
and  appreciated  the  talents  of  his  young  friend.  In 
his  chosen  profession,  Mr.  Blount,  by  his  intelligence, 
industry  and  high  character,  rose  rapidly  to  a high 
position. 

In  1885  he  had  already  become  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  minds  of  the  state,  and  was  selected  as  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention,  which  met  in 
Tallahassee  during  that  year  and  adopted  the  state 
constitution,  which  is  still  in  force.  His  associates  in 
this  convention  from  Escambia  county,  were  Judge 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  former  Confederate  States  senator 
from  Florida,  and  afterwards  successively  judge  of 
the  circuit  court  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  state, 
and  Hon.  J.  E.  Yonge,  subsequently  attorney  general 
for  the  state  of  Florida,  a very  brilliant  man. 

The  bent  of  Mr.  Blount’s  mind  is  shown  by  the 
provisions  of  this  constitution  which  he  introduced,  or 
fought  for,  and  which,  while  avoiding  radicalism,  pro- 
tected and  furthered  the  interests  of  the  whole  people. 
It  has  been  a great  pleasure  to  the  writer  of  this 
article  to  meet  from  time  to  time  men  from  all 
parts  of  the  state  who  served  with  Mr.  Blount,  in  this 
convention.  Without  exception,  they  have  spoken  in 
the  highest  terms  of  his  devotion  to  principle  and  the 
interests  of  the  people,  and  of  his  high  character,  wide 
information  and  great  capacity  for  work ; and  better 
than  all,  for  his  great  kindliness  and  modesty. 


In  1890,  Mr.  Blount  was  tendered  by  H.  L.  Mit- 
chell, the  governor  of  the  state  of  Florida,  a position 
on  the  state  supreme  bench,  but  because  of  the  fact 
that  his  practice  was  so  great  as  not  to  permit  him 
to  accept,  he  declined.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  by 
the  governor  of  the  state,  one  of  a commission  of 
three  lawyers  to  revise  the  statutes  of  Florida,  and  he 
was  chairman  of  the  commission.  His  part  of  the 
work  embraced  the  second,  third  and  fourth  divisions, 
covering  the  administration  of  the  civil  law.  His 
work,  with  very  few  changes,  is  still  the  law  of  the 
state,  being  embodied  in  the  same  divisions  of  the 
general  statutes  of  Florida,  adopted  in  1906. 

He  was  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  state  of 
Florida  for  four  years,  including  the  sessions  of  1903 
and  1905.  He  was  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  city  of  Pensacola  for  four  years.  He 
was  a member  of  the  capitol  commission  of  the  state 
of  Florida,  appointed  by  the  governor,  to  reconstruct 
the  Capitol  building.  He  was,  in  1911,  a member  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  circuit  court  of  ap- 
peals of  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  of  the  United  States, 
to  suggest  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
changes  in  the  rules  prescribed  by  that  court  for 
cases  in  equity.  For  many  years  Mr.  Blount  was  city 
attorney  for  the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  during  his  term 
of  office  he  prepared  the  first  city  code.  This  code,  in 
the  manner  of  stating  the  law,  and  the  arrangement  of 
subjects,  was  so  concise,  clear  and  practical  that  it  has 
been  taken  as  a model  for  subsequent  ones. 

In  1887  Mr.  Blount  formed  a copartnership  with 
his  brother,  A.  C.  Blount,  and  in  1906  Judge  F.  B. 
Carter,  former  circuit  judge  and  supreme  court  jus- 
tice, became  a member  of  the  firm.  The  firm  is  now 
composed  of  these  three  gentlemen,  and  J.  E.  Davis 
Yonge.  Mr.  Blount  devotes  himself  almost  exclu- 
sively to  office  practice,  and  as  the  business  of  the  firm 
consists  largely  in  representing  public  utility  com- 
panies, and  other  corporations,  his  time  is  more  than 
taken  up. 

He  is  a member  of  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  has  had  many  cases  before 
it,  in  which  the  court  has  established  principles  of  far- 
reaching  application  and  widespread  moment.  Mr. 
Blount  is  a member  of  the  American  Bar  Association, 
and  has  been  appointed  by  that  body  a member  of  the 
committee  on  “Uniformity  of  Legislation,”  and  is  also 
a member  of  the  Florida  State  Bar  Association,  and 
was  president  of  that  organization  during  the  year 
1912.  He  has  been  given  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  by  the 
University  of  Florida.  He  has  made  an  address  upon 
invitation  of  his  alma  mater,  the  University  of 
Georgia,  and  in  1911  he  spoke  before  the  Georgia  State 
Bar  Association,  upon  the  subject  of:  “Passing  of 
Individual  Rights  of  Property.”  In  1902  he  addressed 
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the  Stetson  University  law  class,  on  “Ethical  Duties  of 
Lawyers.”  In  1911,  upon  invitation,  he  delivered  an 
address  before  the  Alabama  State  Bar  Association, 
upon  the  subject  of : “The  Past,  Present  and  Future 
Status  of  Employers  and  Employees.”  In  1912,  upon 
invitation,  he  delivered  an  address  before  the  State 
Bar  Association  of  Illinois,  at  Chicago,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of : “Procedural  Reform,”  and  in  April  of  the 

present  year  he  was  invited  by  the  State  Bar  Asso- 
ciation of  Louisiana  to  address  that  body,  and  spoke 
to  them  upon  the  subject  of : “The  People  and  the 

Courts.”  He  is  to  deliver  before  the  American  Bar 
Association  at  its  meeting  in  Montreal,  in  September 
of  this  year,  an  address  on  “The  Struggle  for  Simplifi- 
cation of  Procedure, — The  Goal  and  Its  Attainment.” 
He  has  been  for  years,  and  is,  a member  from 
Florida  of  the  conference  of  commissioners  on  Uni- 
form State  Laws,  a body  earnestly  and  ably  suggest- 
ing uniform  laws  upon  important  subjects  for 
administration  by  the  several  states. 

Mr.  Blount  married  Miss  Cora  Moreno,  of  Pensa- 
cola, in  1878,  and  has  a family  consisting  of  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  The  oldest  son,  W.  A. 
Blount,  Jr.,  is  also  a lawyer,  and  is  at  present  state’s 
attorney  for  the  first  judicial  circuit  of  Florida. 

In  his  home  and  social  life,  Mr.  Blount  is  an  ideal 
man, — affectionate,  considerate,  attentive,  unselfish 
and  devoted.  He  is  charitable  to  a fault,  never  fail- 
ing to  heed  an  appeal  for  aid,  though  in  many 
instances  he  must  know  that  his  assistance  is  unappre- 
ciated and  misplaced.  As  a citizen,  he  has  always 
been  among  the  foremost  in  contributing  to  the  en- 
terprises and  public  institutions  of  his  adopted  city. 
Mr.  Blount  is  of  middle  height,  strongly  and  com- 
pactly built,  and  has  a most  attractive  and  engaging 
personality. 


JOSEPH  ALBERT  McDONALD. 

Well  may  Joseph  Albert  McDonald  be  called  the 
father  of  Miami,  for  he  was  not  only  one  of  the  first 
business  men  of  the  city  but  his  activities  have,  since 
the  foundation  of  the  community,  touched  and  affected 
practically  every  important  phase  of  municipal  expan- 
sion. His  precedents  and  his  standards  have  marked 
Miami's  history ; his  ideals  and  enthusiasm  influenced 
the  direction  of  development  and  his  initiative  spirit 
and  organizing  power  founded  and  built  up  its  great 
institutions,  and  today  his  enterprise,  energy  and  pro- 
gressiveness are  guiding  elements  in  its  security  and 
greatness.  He  assisted  Henry  M.  Flagler  in  the  magic 
work  by  which  the  Florida  east  coast  has  been  trans- 
formed from  a wilderness,  with  only  here  and  there  a 


sparse  settlement  of  fishermen  or  Seminole  Indians, 
into  a modern,  populous  country,  where  there  are 
prosperous  towns  and  cities  with  the  most  magnificent 
hotels  the  world  affords.  He  has  been  one  of  the  most 
able  of  Mr.  Flagler’s  lieutenants  and  his  brains,  his 
energy  and  his  dynamic  personality  are  responsible 
for  the  successful  accomplishment  of  a great  deal  of 
the  work  which  is  now  history  in  the  state.  It  is  im- 
possible to  estimate  the  vast  amount  of  good  he  has 
done  in  Miami  alone  and  he  is  still  carrying  the  work 
forward  as  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the 
J.  A.  McDonald  Lumber  Company  as  well  as  an  able 
official  on  the  boards  of  many  of  the  city’s  most  im- 
portant corporate  concerns. 

Mr.  McDonald  is  a native  of  Prince  Edward  Island, 
Canada,  born  in  that  province  in  the  ’50s,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Ann  (McKinnon)  McDonald,  both 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  community  and  after  lay- 
ing aside  his  books  at  an  early  age,  learned  ship  car- 
pentering, spending  seven  years  thereafter  engaged 
in  that  line  of  work  in  Canada,  and  afterward  pur- 
suing the  business  for  five  years  in  the  United  States. 
He  lived  in  various  parts  of  this  country  until  1881 
when  he  came  to  Florida,  which  state  has  since  been 
his  home.  In  the  year  of  his  arrival  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Mr.  McGuire  under  the  firm  name  of 
McGuire  & McDonald,  in  the  general  contracting  busi- 
ness. It  was  in  this  connection  that  Mr.  McDonald 
did  his  first  important  development  work  on  the  east 
coast,  for  his  firm,  becoming  one  of  the  strongest  of 
its  kind  in  the  state,  was  retained  for  service  on  the 
construction  of  the  magnificent  hotels,  then  in  course 
of  erection  by  the  late  Henry  M.  Flagler,  multi-mil- 
lionaire and  public-spirited  citizen  of  Florida.  Mc- 
Guire & McDonald  were  engaged  to  build  the  famous 
Ponce  de  Leon  and  Alcazar  hotels  at  St.  Augustine 
and  later  were  in  charge  of  construction  of  the  hotels 
at  Ormond,  in  1891.  Two  years  later  the  firm  built  the 
Royal  Poinciana  in  Palm  Beach  and  in  1895  The 
Breakers  in  the  same  city.  This  beautiful  hostelry 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1905  and  in  the  same  year 
rebuilt  by  McGuire  & McDonald.  The  firm  erected 
the  Royal  Palm  in  Miami  in  1896  and  the  Colonial  at 
Nassau,  Bahama  islands,  in  1899 — all  of  these  being 
known  as  the  famous  chain  of  east  coast  hotels,  owned 
by  Mr.  Flagler,  but  operated  under  the  name  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Hotel  Company. 

It  may  readily  be  seen  that  Mr.  McDonald’s  activ- 
ities at  this  period  of  his  career  were  important  and 
their  effects  far-reaching.  In  addition  they  afforded 
him  a rare  opportunity  of  studying  business  and  other 
conditions  in  various  parts  of  Florida  and  of  compar- 
ing relative  merits.  The  results  of  his  study  became 
apparent  in  1896,  when,  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
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city  of  Miami  he  built  for  himself  the  large  Biscayne 
Hotel,  an  enterprise  of  great  magnitude  for  so  small 
a city  and  a striking  evidence  of  Mr.  McDonald’s 
faith  in  the  future  development  of  the  community. 
That  he  possessed  great  and  unusual  business  fore- 
sight and  keen  discrimination  is  amply  evidenced  to- 
day, as  the  Biscayne  Hotel,  a solid  three-story  brick 
structure,  is  still  one  of  the  most  popular  hostelries  in 
southern  Florida. 

Mr.  McDonald  gave  a great  deal  of  his  time  to  the 
affairs  of  his  hotel,  but  being  a man  of  varied  inter- 
ests and  comprehensive  business  ability  he  also^  ex- 
tended his  activities  to  other  fields,  becoming 
connected  with  practically  all  important  business  inter- 
ests of  the  city  and  figuring  as  the  founder  and  pro- 
moter of  many  of  the  most  substantial  enterprises. 
In  1902  he  organized  the  J.  A.  McDonald  Lumber 
Company,  and  he  has  since  been  president  of  this  con- 
cern which  under  his  progressive  management  has  had 
a successful  career,  expanding  rapidly  until  it  is  today 
one  of  the  largest  industrial  enterprises  of  Miami. 
Mr.  McDonald  was  at  one  time  president  of  Halcyon 
Hall  Hotel  Company,  is  at  present  vice  president  of 
the  Miami  Transfer  Company,  president  of  the  Ocean 
Beach  Realty  Company  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Bay  of  Biscayne  Bank.  As  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  he  is  doing  discriminating,  far- 
reaching  and  constructive  work  in  the  general  inter- 
ests of  the  city,  making  his  initiative  spirit,  his  well 
timed  aggressiveness  and  his  versatile  business  ability 
factors  in  advancement  and  growth.  Specific  instances 
may  be  mentioned  of  his  timely  aid  to  the  city  in  hours 
of  need  and  of  his  untiring  labor  in  the  support  of 
existing  institutions  as  well  as  his  efficient  work  in 
the  organization  of  new  enterprises.  In  1907  when  the 
Fort  Dallas  National  Bank  failed  and  it  was  feared 
that  the  Bank  of  Bay  Biscayne  would  be  subjected  to 
a run  which  might  end  in  disaster,  Mr.  McDonald, 
with  other  leading  business  men  of  Miami,  promptly 
rallied  to  the  support  of  the  threatened  bank  and 
Mr.  McDonald,  by  accepting  the  presidency,  did  much 
to  restore  confidence  and  to  insure  its  stability.  He 
also  aided  the  Florida  East  Coast  Ice  Company  at  a 
time  of  similar  peril  when  its  affairs  were  entangled 
with  those  of  the  Fort  Dallas  National  Bank,  accept- 
ing the  office  of  president  and  effectually  relieving  it 
from  all  financial  embarrassment.  Each  year  of  the 
seventeen  during  which  he  has  lived  in  Miami  has 
chronicled  something  to  his  credit  along  lines  of  busi- 
ness development  and  has  added  something  to  the 
respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held, 
finally  taking  him  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  merely  indi- 
vidually successful  to  stand  among  the  chosen  few, 
whose  lives  and  prosperity  have  been  of  direct  benefit 
to  their  fellowmen. 


In  1870  Mr.  McDonald  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Wallace,  of  Derby,  Connecticut,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
only  one  is  now  living,  Mrs.  John  B.  Reilly,  who  re- 
sides with  her  family  in  Miami. 

Mr.  McDonald  is  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  and  molds  his  life  according  to  its  principles, 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of  its  doctrines 
in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  at  St.  Augustine  and  belongs  to 
the  Jacksonville  lodge  of  Elks.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  and  incorporation  of  the  new  city 
of  Miami  and  for  the  first  three  years  of  the  existence 
of  the  community  was  a member  of  the  city  council, 
an  office  which  he  is  again  holding  at  the  present  time. 
He  has  indeed  had  exceptional  opportunities  for  ad- 
vancement, but  never  one  advantage  which  his  energy 
did  not  earn  and  his  ability  command.  A man  of  wide 
sympathies  and  broad  charity  he  has  yet  never  sought 
self-exploitation  and  when  he  aids  the  poor  or  unfor- 
tunate, as  he  is  constantly  doing,  his  left  hand  never 
knows  what  his  right  hand  does.  Only  those  who  come 
within  the  close  circle  of  his  friendship  know  the 
full  scope  of  his  powers  or  the  extent  of  his  interests 
and  yet  to  the  people  of  Miami  he  stands  as  the  splen- 
did representative  of  the  prominent  capitalist  to  whom 
business  is  but  one  phase  of  life  and  does  not  exclude 
his  active  participation  in  all  the  other  vital  elements 
which  go  to  make  up  the  sum  of  human  existence. 


ARTHUR  E.  DONEGAN. 

Kissimmee  is  fortunate  in  numbering  Arthur  E. 
Donegan  among  her  citizens,  for  he  has  made  his 
constructive  intelligence,  his  progressive  spirit,  his 
initiative  and  aggressiveness  the  foundation  of  a great 
and  lasting  success,  which,  touching  and  influencing 
many  phases  of  the  political,  social  and  financial  devel- 
opment, has  for  the  past  fifteen  years  been  one  of  the 
powerful  factors  in  the  growth  of  the  community. 
Mr.  Donegan  stands  as  a central  figure  in  financial 
circles  of  this  part  of  Florida  for  he  is  president  of 
three  of  the  strongest  and  most  conservative  banks  in 
the  section,  and  he  is,  moreover,  connected  through 
investment  or  official  service  with  a great  many  of  the 
business  institutions  upon  which  rest  the  present  se- 
curity and  future  growth  of  the  city  in  which  he  re- 
sides. As  a politician,  his  record  has  been  varied  in 
service  and  faultless  in  honor,  and  his  career  has  been 
not  only  prosperous  but  useful  and  beneficial  in  its 
various  relations. 

Mr.  Donegan  was  born  in  County  Queens,  Ireland, 
August  4,  1876,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Susan  (Cox) 
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Donegan,  natives  of  the  Emerald  isle.  In  that  coun- 
try the  father  was  a farmer  owning  his  property  and 
acting  also  as  manager  of  some  English  estates.  He 
came  to  America  in  1886,  and  settled  in  Florida,  where 
he  continued  his  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  son  Arthur  was  ten  years  of  age  when  the  family 
removed  to  the  Lhiited  States,  and  he  completed  an 
education  begun  in  Ireland  in  the  Kissimmee  high 
school.  After  laying- aside  his  books  he  became  con- 
nected with  a local  railroad  as  chief  clerk  and  super- 
intendent and  he  did  able  work  in  this  capacity  for 
three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  identified 
himself  with  mercantile  interests  of  the  city,  as  a 
member  of  a well  known  firm  here,  severing  this  con- 
nection when  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  registra- 
tion. That  he  has  since  that  time  been  prosperous  in 
his  business  career,  his  varied  and  important  connec- 
tions plainly  indicate  and  he  is  well  known  in  financial, 
industrial  and  commercial  circles  of  the  city,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  one  of  the  most  powerful  indi- 
vidual forces  in  the  general  business  development.  On 
the  2d  of  April,  19x0,  he  aided  in  the  organization  of 
the  Citizens’  Bank  of  Kissimmee,  which  in  that  year 
was  capitalized  with  a stock  of  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars  and  with  the  following  officers : Arthur  E. 

Donegan,  president;  H.  M.  Pfann,  vice  president; 
C.  W.  Dann,  second  vice  president ; and  Paul  K. 
Weaver,  cashier.  Since  that  time  the  bank  has  en- 
joyed a steady  and  rapid  growth,  much  of  the  credit 
for  its  expansion  being  due  to  the  energy  and  initia- 
tive spirit  of  its  president.  At  the  present  time  the 
deposits  amount  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  the  surplus  is  five  thousand  and  the  value  of 
the  bank  building  and  fixtures  over  twenty  thousand. 
Four  per  cent  interest  is  paid  on  all  savings  accounts 
and  safety  deposit  boxes  are  rented  to  patrons.  The 
bank  building  is  a modern  two-story  brick  structure, 
fifty  by  seventy-five  feet  in  dimensions,  and  attract- 
ively and  modernly  furnished  in  every  particular.  The 
present  officers  are : Arthur  E.  Donegan,  president ; 

H.  M.  Pfann,  vice  president;  and  Paul  K.  Weaver, 
cashier.  The  board  of  directors  is  as  follows  : Arthur 
E.  Donegan,  H.  M.  Pfann,  C.  W.  Dann,  F.  W.  Hill, 
and  L.  H.  Cohoon.  The  bank  is  the  depository  for 
the  funds  of  the  state  of  Florida,  Osceola  county  and 
Kissimmee,  and  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  man- 
aged and  most  prosperous  financial  institutions  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Donegan  is  also  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  St.  Cloud  and  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Haines  City,  connections  which  indicate 
something  of  his  power  and  high  standing  in  banking 
circles.  He  is  in  addition  president  of  The  W.  B. 
Makinson  Company  of  Kissimmee,  president  of  The 
Model  Hardware  Company  of  Lakeland,  treasurer 
of  The  Florida  Plantation  Company  of  New  York 


and  is  connected  with  a variety  of  important  business 
concerns  in  the  city  where  he  makes  his  home.  He 
is  vice  president  of  The  Everglades  Land  Company, 
secretary  of  the  United  Land  & Investment  Company, 
president  of  the  South  Florida  Lumber  Company, 
president  of  The  Donegan  Cattle  Company,  president 
of  The  Arthur  E.  Donegan  Hardware  Company  and  is 
largely  interested  in  the  development  and  exploitation 
of  Florida  lands.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Kissimmee  Board  of  Trade  and  has  been  active  in 
the  affairs  of  the  body  since  its  organization,  serving 
at  present  as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee.  All 
of  his  business  interests  are  carefully  and  conserva- 
tively managed  for  Mr.  Donegan  is  a far-sigbted,  able 
and  resourceful  man,  capable  of  initiating  important 
projects  and  possessed  of  the  intellectual  power  and 
the  breadth  of  view  necessary  to  carry  them  forward 
to  successful  completion. 

It  is  not  alone  along  business  lines  however,  that 
Mr.  Donegan  has  done  splendid  work  for  Kissimmee, 
for  in  the  political  field  he  has  been  prominent  and 
active  for  many  years,  and  has  made  his  name  a syno- 
nym for  progress  and  advancement.  After  serving 
ably  and  efficiently  as  supervisor  of  registration  he  was 
appointed  deputy  collector  of  Osceola  county  and  in 
this  office  discharged  his  duties  in  a conscientious  and 
capable  manner.  In  1907  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
legislature  and  after  serving  for  two  years  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  After  a 
time  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  and  acted  in  this  capacity  until  1912  when 
he  was  sent  to  the  Florida  senate  representing  the 
nineteenth  Senatorial  district  comprising  Osceola  and 
Orange  counties.  Since  assuming  his  duties  he  has 
been  identified  with  much  progressive  and  reforma- 
tory legislation  and  his  influence  and  vote  are  always 
given  to  projects  of  improvement  and  advancement. 
A man  of  modern  views,  advanced  ideas,  high  stand- 
ards and  disinterested  public  spirit,  he  has  made  all 
the  activities  of  his  life  conform  to  one  ideal — that 
of  making  his  individual  success  an  element  in  public 
development. 


HON.  EMMETT  WILSON. 

Hon.  Emmett  Wilson,  who  at  an  early  age  has  won 
distinction  as  a representative  of  the  legal  fraternity, 
now  practicing  in  Pensacola,  is  also  well  known  in  the 
city  as  United  States  congressman  from  the  Third  Flor- 
ida district.  He  was  born  in  Belize,  Central  America, 
September  17,  1882,  and  is  a son  of  F.  C.  and  Eliza- 
beth Virginia  (Maxwell)  Wilson.  The  paternal 
branch  of  the  family  came  originally  from  Virginia, 
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where  the  grandfather,  C.  L.  Wilson,  was  a large 
planter.  He  was  a veteran  of  the  Mexican  war.  Mr. 
Wilson’s  maternal  grandparents  were  Augustus  Em- 
mett and  Sarah  (Brockenborough)  Maxwell,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Georgia,  born  in  1818,  and  the  latter 
of  Virginia.  The  grandfather  was  reared  in  Georgia 
and  Alabama  and  followed  the  legal  profession,  being 
a lawyer  of  great  ability  and  power.  He  supported 
the  Confederacy  during  the  Civil  war  and  was  at  one 
time  representative  from  Florida  to  the  Confederate 
senate  and  before  the  war  was  a member  from  Florida 
of  the  United  States  congress  in  the  thirty-third  and 
thirty-fourth  sessions.  He  was  for  many  years  well 
known  in  public  life,  serving  as  a member  of  the 
Florida  legislature,  as  attorney  general  and  judge  of 
the  circuit  and  supreme  courts.  He  was  a stanch 
democrat  in  his  political  beliefs  and  in  his  religious 
views  a devout  adherent  of  the  Episcopal  church.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  children. 

F.  C.  Wilson,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
was  born  in  Alabama,  May  30,  1844,  and  in  1882 
moved  to  Florida,  locating  in  Chipley,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  studied  medicine  and  has  been  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  for  many  years  in 
Chipley,  where  he  is  today  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  representatives  of  the  medical  fraternity.  He 
is  also  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  that  conflict  as  a private 
in  the  Confederate  army.  Politically  he  supports  the 
democratic  party,  and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  church.  In  1865 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Virginia  Maxwell,  who  was 
born  in  Florida  and  who  died  in  Chipley,  June  21, 
1891.  Ten  children  were  born  to  their  union,  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters,  ranging  in  age  from  forty- 
five  to  twenty-seven  years. 

Emmett  Wilson  was  reared  in  Florida,  acquiring 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Chipley.  He  supplemented  this  by  a course  in  the 
Florida  State  College  at  Tallahassee  and  was  later  a 
student  in  Stetson  University  at  De  Land,  from  which 
institution  he  received  his  degree  in  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  has  since  practiced  in  Pensa- 
cola, winning  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  in 
his  chosen  profession.  In  recognition  of  his  known 
ability,  his  fellow  citizens  have  honored  him  with 
various  important  official  positions,  including  those 
of  assistant  United  States  attorney,  United  States  at- 
torney and  states  attorney.  He  is  now  congressman 
from  his  district,  his  past  activity  in  responsible  posi- 
tions being  a pleasant  indication  of  his  future  work  in 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Wilson  follows  the  tradition  of  his  family  in 
adhering  to  the  Episcopal  church,  and  fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 


Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Like  his 
father  and  grandfather,  he  gives  a stanch  support  to 
the  democratic  party  and  is  eminently  progressive  and 
public-spirited  in  matters  of  citizenship.  Fie  keeps 
well  informed  upon  the  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day  and  in  matters  relating  to  public  affairs  takes  a 
progressive  stand,  manifest  in  his  cooperation  with 
many  movements  for  the  public  good. 


PARKER  ADAIR  HENDERSON. 

Parker  Adair  Plenderson,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  McCrimmon  Lumber  Company  and  by 
virtue  of  this  position  and  the  force  of  his  ability  and 
personality  a powerful  element  in  the  general  business 
life  of  Miami,  was  born  in  Hampton,  Henry  county, 
Georgia,  January  7,  1875.  He  is  a son  of  Arthur  J. 
Henderson,  a prominent  manufacturer  of  cotton  goods, 
who  still  resides  in  Hampton.  His  wife  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Irene  Adair. 

Parker  Adair  Henderson  was  reared  in  Hampton, 
Georgia,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  community.  Laying  aside  his  books 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  began  working  in  a sawmill 
and  from  that  time  until  the  present  has  been  continu- 
ously identified  with  the  lumber  business,  which  he 
thoroughly  understands  in  principle  and  detail.  He 
is  not  only  an  excellent  business  manager  and  execu- 
tive but  also  a practical  workman,  capable  of  per- 
forming every  process  of  the  work  by  which  the 
rough  timber  is  transformed  into  finished  building 
lumber.  For  fifteen  years  he  gave  his  attention  to 
lumber  interests  in  Georgia,  first  as  an  employe  and 
later  as  an  independent  employer  and  dealer,  and  in 
1906  came  to  Miami,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
here  organized  the  McCrimmon  Lumber  Company, 
becoming  secretary  and  treasurer,  his  brother-in-law, 
C.  T.  McCrimmon,  holding  the  office  of  president. 
Their  association  continued  until  April,  1912,  when 
Mr.  Henderson  purchased  his  brother-in-law’s  inter- 
est and  he  now  practically  owns  the  entire  business, 
although  in  order  to  keep  the  concern  incorporated  a 
few  shares  of  stock  still  remain  in  the  names  of  other 
members  of  his  family.  The  name,  the  McCrimmon 
Lumber  Company,  has  been  retained  and  in  Miami  it 
stands  for  upright  and  honorable  commercial  methods 
and  for  the  high  standards  of  business  integrity  which 
have  made  Mr.  Henderson  an  honored  and  respected 
business  man. 

From  a financial  point  of  view  Mr.  Henderson  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  men  in  Miami  and  his 
wealth,  won  by  straightforward,  earnest  and  discrim- 
inating work  during  the  years,  has  been  judiciously 
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invested,  principally  in  Miami  real  estate.  He  has 
firm  faith  in  the  future  of  this  city  and  has  given 
practical  and  beneficial  evidence  of  it  by  putting  his 
money  into  local  enterprises.  In  1913  he  constructed 
on  the  west  side  of  Avenue  D what  is  doubtless  the 
most  modern  wholesale  house  in  Miami.  Built  of 
reinforced  concrete,  it  is  one  hundred  by  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet  in  dimensions  and  two  stories  in 
height  and  is  to  be  used  by  two  large  wholesale  groc- 
ery firms. 

In  1898  Mr.  Henderson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Julia  McCrimmon,  of  Rochelle,  Georgia,  and  they 
have  two  sons:  Parker,  |r.,  aged  ten:  and  Arthur  J., 
aged  three.  Mr.  Henderson  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  belongs  to  the 
commandery  and  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  a member  also  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks  and  the  EIoo  Hoos.  He  is  a wide-awake 
and  energetic  business  man,  modern  in  his  methods 
and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  his  success  has  been 
used  to  further  not  only  his  individual  prosperity  but 
also  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  In  Miami 
his  name  is  a synonym  for  ability,  enterprise  and  that 
public  spirit  which  is  evidenced  in  practical  work  for 
the  general  welfare  and,  in  consequence,  he  has  won 
honor  and  widespread  esteem  and  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  a wide  circle  of  friends. 


ROBERT  NAUDAIN  ELLIS. 

Jacksonville  is  largely  indebted  to  Robert  Naudain 
Ellis,  civil  and  mechanical  engineer,  who  is  the  builder 
of  the  waterworks  system  of  the  city.  High  profes- 
sional skill,  combined  with  deep  interest  in  his  work 
and  unfaltering  devotion  to  the  public  good,  gave  to 
Jacksonville  a system  entirely  adequate  to  the  needs  of 
the  city  and  unsurpassed  in  excellence  and  service  by 
that  of  any  city  of  equal  size. 

Mr.  Ellis  has  resided  almost  continuously  in  Jackson- 
ville since  1872  and  for  many  years  has  occupied  the 
position  of  engineer  of  the  board  of  bond  trustees. 

Elis  life  record  had  its  beginning  in  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1843,  his  parents  being 
James  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Naudain)  Ellis.  He  comes  of 
English  and  Huguenot  ancestry.  The  Ellis  family  was 
founded  in  America  by  William  and  James  Ellis, 
natives  of  England,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  and  settled  in 
North  Carolina.  The  family  of  William  Ellis  afterward 
removed  to  Virginia,  where  his  descendants  have  lived 
many  generations.  In  that  state  Dr.  James  E.  Ellis, 
father  of  R.  N.  Ellis,  was  for  many  years  a prominent 


physician  and  ranked  with  the  leading  citizens  of 
Fredericksburg.  He  married  Elizabeth  Naudain,  con- 
nected with  a well  known  French  Huguenot  family 
that  was  established  in  Delaware  in  the  early  days. 
Robert  N.  Ellis’  grandfather,  Arnold  Naudain,  was  at 
one  time  a member  of  the  United  States  senate. 

During  the  early  boyhood  of  their  son  Robert,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Ellis  removed  with  their  family  to  New  York 
and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  state  and  in  the  academy  of  Fergusonville. 
Attracted  to  the  profession  of  civil  engineer,  he  began 
studying  under  private  instruction,  completing  his 
course  in  1858.  He  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business 
world  as  a draughtsman  for  the  Baldwin  Locomotive 
Works,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1859,  and  after  serving  in 
that  capacity  for  about  two  years  secured  an  appoint- 
ment, in  i860,  as  a member  of  the  engineering  corps  of 
the  United  States  navy.  He  saw  service  during  the 
Civil  war  under  Admirals  Farragut  and  Porter,  and  was 
in  most  of  the  important  navy  battles  both  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts.  In  January,  1863,  he  was 
captured  at  Galveston,  but  was  held  prisoner  for  only 
a few  months  before  he  was  exchanged.  Fie  remained 
in  the  naval  service  until  1867,  when  he  resigned  and 
became  a resident  of  Florida,  turning  his  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  oranges  at  Orange  Mills  in  November 
of  that  year. 

Five  years  later  Mr.  Ellis  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Jacksonville  and  his  work  as  civil  and 
mechanical  engineer  has  made  him  widely  known 
throughout  the  state  and  gained  him  prominence  in  his 
profession.  In  1873  he  formed  a partnership  with 
A.  E.  McClure,  which  was  continued  until  1888.  Their 
attention  was  devoted  to  architectural  and  engineering 
projects,  their  services  being  in  demand  on  important 
contracts  in  adjacent  states  as  well  as  Florida.  In  1878 

Mr.  Ellis  was  engaged  by  the  bond  trustees  of  Jack- 
sonville to  draw  the  plans  for  the  waterworks  and 
sewerage  systems  and  became  superintendent  of  con- 
struction on  both  of  those  important  public  improve- 
ments, which  he  successfully  and  satisfactorily  installed. 
His  previous  experience  in  professional  lines  and  his 
comprehensive  understanding  of  the  scientific  principles 
underlying  his  work  enabled  him  to  establish  a water- 
works system  which  in  every  way  was  adequate  to  the 
needs  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville  at  that  period  and  for 
a number  of  years  thereafter.  He  continued  as  super- 
intendent of  the  works  until  1891,  and  in  the  meantime 
was  called  to  other  positions,  having  in  1886  been  made 
city  engineer — the  first  salaried  official  in  that  position. 
On  his  retirement  from  public  service  in  1891  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  phosphate  industry  near  Bartow, 
designing,  building  and  operating  the  National  Peace 
River  Phosphate  plant.  He  continued  in  that  business 
until  1895,  in  which  year  he  returned  to  Jacksonville, 
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his  services  being  again  called  into  requisition  by  the 
city,  which  had  known  such  phenomenal  growth  as  to 
require  a new  and  greatly  extended  system  of  water- 
works. He  drew  the  plans  and  superintended  the  con- 
struction of  the  plant  and  system,  giving  his  personal 
attention  to  every  detail  of  construction,  with  the  result 
that  no  city  in  the  south  has  a better  system  and  few  can 
equal  it.  Since  his  return  to  Jacksonville  he  has  been 
engineer  for  the  board  of  bond  trustees.  He  has  also 
extended  the  sewerage  system  and  the  electric  light 
plant  for  the  city  and  in  so  doing  has  looked  beyond  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment  to  the  needs  of  the  future. 
The  importance  of  his  work  cannot  be  overestimated, 
for  upon  the  water  and  sewerage  systems  does  the 
health  of  the  city  in  large  part  depend.  He  has  planned, 
built  and  inaugurated  a system  thoroughly  adequate  to 
the  needs  of  Jacksonville,  not  only  at  the  present  but 
also  for  some  years  to  come,  even  though  the  city  should 
continue  the  rapid  growth  which  it  has  now  enjoyed  for 
some  time. 

In  connection  with  his  profession  Mr.  Ellis  has 
studied  broadly  and  deeply  and  is  interested  in  every 
problem  bearing  upon  civil  and  mechanical  engineering. 
He  is  studying,  too,  the  needs  of  the  state,  its  possibili- 
ties and  its  opportunities  and  is  an  earnest  advocate  of 
the  improvement  of  the  inland  waterways  and  of  the 
building  of  good  public  roads.  The  Jacksonville  Board 
of  Trade  numbers  him  among  its  leading  and  influential 
members,  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  public  wel- 
fare, both  within  and  without  that  organization,  have 
been  far-reaching  and  beneficial. 

In  1873  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ellis  and  Miss 
Frances  McClure,  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  Edward  and 
Sarah  McClure.  Their  children  were  seven  in  number, 
six  now  living:  Robert  N.,  Clarence  H.,  James  E., 
Frank  H.,  A.  Wright,  and  Florence  M. 

The  family  attend  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Ellis  is  a communicant.  He  also 
holds  membership  with  the  Church  Club  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His 
political  support  is  given  the  democracy,  but  the  honors 
and  emoluments  of  public  office  have  little  attraction 
for  him,  as  he  prefers  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon 
his  business  affairs,  which,  capably  directed,  are  bring- 
ing to  him  notable  success  and  well  deserved 
prominence. 


EDWIN  S.  HUBBARD. 

Edwin  S.  Hubbard,  who  has  been  intimately 
connected  with  the  agricultural  and  horticultural  de- 
velopment of  Putnam  county  and  who  has  achieved  a 
national  reputation  on  the  sub j eel  of  citrus  fruit,  owns 


a valuable  farm  and  orange  grove  at  Federal  Point, 
Florida,  where  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  potato 
culture.  A native  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  he 
was  born  May  18,  i860,  a son  of  Samuel  J.  and  Frances 
D.  (Smith)  Hubbard,  and  is  a descendant  of  an  old 
English  family  which  came  from  the  mother  country 
to  America,  settling  in  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
about  1636.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  maternal  grandmother  was  a Sears, 
that  family  being  prominent  and  well  known  in  New 
England  and  Long  Island,  New  York,  and  a branch 
of  the  same  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  Stephen  Hop- 
kins of  Mayflower  fame.  Samuel  J.  Hubbard  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life  and  was  also  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  being  prominent  in  the  sec- 
tion in  which  he  lived.  His  brother-in-law,  an  uncle 
of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Cali- 
fornia, to.  which  state  he  moved  in  1849  at  the  time 
of  the  gold  excitement,  making  his  way  to  the  west 
via  Panama  with  Chief  Justice  Field,  a man  of  state- 
wide importance,  who  was  his  lifelong  friend.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Hubbard  were  the  parents  of  four 
children : Edwin  S.,  of  this  review  ; Clement  S.,  of 

Higganum,  Connecticut,  treasurer  of  the  Cutaway 
Harrow  Company ; Elmer  S.,  also  of  that  city  and 
president  of  the  same  company;  and  Fannie  D., 
the  wife  of  George  G.  Whitmore,  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut. 

Edwin  S.  Hubbard  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  attended 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  high  school  in 
Middletown,  Connecticut.  Early  in  life  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  agriculture  under  the 
able  guidance  of  his  father,  remaining  on  the  home 
place  and  assisting  in  the  management  of  the  farm. 
He  there  made  his  home  until  he  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  decided  upon  removal  to  Flor- 
ida, recognizing  the  opportunities  which  awaited  an 
energetic  and  ambitious  young  man  in  that  country. 
He  came  to  Federal  Point  in  1880  and  acquired  some 
land  which  he  devoted  to  orange  culture.  He  also 
was  engaged  for  some  time  in  merchandising  and  fol- 
lowed general  farming.  He  has  now  thirty  acres 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  Irish  potatoes  and  ten 
acres  planted  to  oranges,  deriving  a gratifying  income 
from  these  sources  of  agriculture.  As  the  years  have 
passed  he  has  greatly  improved  his  land  and  has  insti- 
tuted such  equipment  and  conveniences  as  are  con- 
sidered essential  to  up-to-date  farming.  He  has  made 
careful  study  of  the  raising  of  citrus  fruits  and  in  the 
course  of  years  has  gained  valuable  experience  along 
this  line. 

On  October  11,  1882,  Mr.  Hubbard  married  Miss 
Louisa  A.  ITart,  a native  of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
and  a daughter  of  Benjamin  H.  Hart,  one  of  the 
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pioneer  settlers  of  Federal  Point,  Florida,  where  he 
settled  in  1867,  there  making  his  winter  home.  He 
was  a prosperous  agriculturist  and  an  expert  along 
horticultural  lines  in  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hub- 
bard are  the  parents  of  two  children : Edith  L.,  who 
is  a vocalist  of  reputation,  making  her  home  in  New 
York  part  of  the  time;  and  E.  Stuart,  who  is  engaged 
in  business  with  his  uncle,  William  Ii.  Hart,  at  Pough- 
keepsie, New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbard  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  taking  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  that  institution  and  its  allied 
organizations.  Mr.  Hubbard  at  present  serves  as 
treasurer  of  the  town  of  Federal  Point.  He  has  re- 
sided on  his  farm  for  over  thirty  years  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  Putnam  county,  where  he  is 
numbered  among  the  pioneers  who  were  the  first  fac- 
tors in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  sec- 
tion. All  measures  and  projects  undertaken  in  the 
interest  of  this  region  find  in  him  a warm  supporter 
and  while  he  has  attained  to  individual  prosperity,  he 
has  been  a serviceable  factor  in  the  general  advance- 
ment. He  has  become  widely  recognized  as  an  author- 
ity on  citrus  fruit,  not  only  in  this  section,  but  all  over 
the  state  and  even  in  national  societies  which  are 
founded  in  furtherance  of  knowledge  on  that  sub- 
ject. He  is  a member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Florida  State  Horticultural  Society,  having  be- 
come connected  with  that  organization  one  year  after 
its  establishment.  He  has  contributed  many  valuable 
papers  on  the  subject  of  citrus  culture  and  that  he  is 
adjudged  to  speak  authoritatively  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  elected  as  one  of  the  judges  in  the 
horticultural  department  at  the  Chicago  World’s  Fair. 
He  has  served  on  several  important  committees  of  the 
American  Pomological  Society  and  his  work  in  that 
connection  has  been  of  value  in  divulging  knowledge 
on  such  fruit  as  is  grown  in  this  district.  He  has 
also  served  on  most  of  the  committees  of  the  State 
Horticultural  Society.  Such  work  as  has  been  done  by 
Edwin  S.  Hubbard  is  of  inestimable  value  in  bringing 
to  the  attention  of  many  the  favorable  conditions  and 
opportunities  that  await  all  who  go  out  to  seek  them 
in  this  district  and  while  he  has  never  desired  official 
recognition  along  public  or  political  lines,  he  has  along 
horticultural  and  agricultural  lines  done  constructive 
work  of  a high  order. 


D.  W.  KNIGHT. 

Among  the  successful  agriculturists  of  the  Hastings 
district  was  the  late  D.  W.  Knight,  who  owned  a valu- 
able farm  of  thirty  acres  near  Hastings,  which  he 
brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  A native  of 


Florida,  he  was  born  in  Volusia  county,  January  27, 
1857,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  E.  (Hunter)  Knight, 
natives  of  Wayne  county,  Georgia.  The  parents  were 
reared  and  married  in  Georgia  but  in  1855  removed 
to  Florida,  the  father  having  decided  upon  this  step, 
from  what  he  had  seen  of  the  country  when  serving 
as  a volunteer  in  the  Indian  war,  being  favorably  im- 
pressed with  conditions  as  they  then  existed,  and  in 
1855  brought  his  plans  to  realization.  At  the  time 
when  our  subject  was  born  he  lived  in  a log  fort,  to 
which  he  had  retreated  during  the  last  Indian  upris- 
ings in  1857  and  there  was  blockaded  for  fifty-two 
days  at  that  time.  They  underwent  many  hardships 
and  privations  at  the  siege,  as  they  had  rations  for 
only  eighteen  days  and  had  to  live  for  the  rest  of  the 
time  on  water  and  parched  corn,  four  or  five  of 
the  party  coming  to  their  death  through  starvation. 
The  father  passed  away  on  the  east  coast,  near  the 
Matanzas  river  in  St.  John  county,  in  1875.  In  the 
early  days  when  he  came  here  game  was  still  plenti- 
ful and  an  existence  was  easily  to  be  procured.  He 
followed  farming  and  stock-raising  during  most  of 
his  life.  The  mother  died  about  two  years  after  her 
husband’s  death.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children:  Martha;  Eliza;  Kate;  Sarah,  deceased; 

Samuel ; and  D.  W.,  of  this  review. 

D.  W.  Knight  came  with  his  parents  to  St.  John 
county  when  about  five  or  six  years  old  and  grew  to 
boyhood  on  the  parental  farm,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  his 
leisure  hours  he  assisted  in  the  minor  duties  about 
the  home  place  and  became  acquainted  with  the  de- 
tails and  methods  of  agriculture  most  suitable  for 
local  conditions,  under  the  able  guidance  of  his  father. 
He  subsequently  followed  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  own  account  and  early  in  life  devoted  much  of 
his  farm  to  orange  culture.  For  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  mixed  farming 
and  the  thirty  acres  which  he  cultivated  were  prin- 
cipally devoted  to  potato  growing  and  corn.  He  had 
made  a number  of  important  improvements  upon  his 
farm  and  acquired  such  equipment  and  machinery 
as  are  considered  indispensable  by  the  modern  and 
up-to-date  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Knight  was  married  to  Miss  Dora  Pellicer, 
who  was  born  here  in  1857,  a daughter  of  James 
and  Dora  (Fontany)  Pellicer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Alice  Virginia,  the 
widow  of  Bert  Gelvington,  who  passed  away,  leav- 
ing two  children,  Alice  and  Gertrude ; Dora,  the  wife 
of  R.  Luther  Beck,  residents  of  St.  John  county; 
Nellie,  who  married  Grady  Stevens,  also  residents 
of  St.  John  county;  Ralph,  of  Hastings;  Frank,  at 
home ; and  Clarence,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
six  years.  Mr.  Knight  was  well  and  favorably  known 
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in  Hastings,  where  he  had  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  His  religious  affiliation  was  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  his  widow 
still  holds  membership.  Following  progressive  meth- 
ods and  industriously  and  energetically  applying  him- 
self to  his  tasks,  Mr.  Knight  attained  success  and 
found  his  reward  in  well  earned  prosperity,  while 
he  also  was  a constructive  factor  in  the  agricultural 
development  of  this  section.  He  passed  away  on 
April  6,  1913,  deeply  mourned  by  his  immediate 
family  and  a wide  circle  of  friends,  who  cherish  his 
memory  as  that  of  a true  Christian  gentleman,  who 
was  always  considerate  of  others  and  exemplified  in 
his  life  qualities  that  are  admirable  and  inspire  to 
emulation. 


DAVID  L.  DUNHAM. 

There  probably  is  nobody  who  stands  higher  in  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  than  David  L. 
Dunham,  who  for  seventy-three  years  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  which  city  he  calls  his 
native  town,  being  born  here  January  iS,  1840,  a son 
of  David  Ross  and  Mary  Magdalene  (Facio)  Dunham. 
The  father,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  state,  came  here 
in  1830,  only  eleven  years  after  the  territory  was  ceded 
by  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  the  United  States.  The 
mother  was  born  near  Hibernia,  Florida,  on  the  St. 
John  river,  and  was  a daughter  of  Francis  Philip 
Facio,  whose  father’s  name  was  also  Francis  Philip, 
the  latter  being  a native  of  the  canton  of  Berne  in 
Switzerland.  Francis  Philip  Facio,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  London,  England,  whence 
his  people  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 

David  Ross  Dunham,  the  father,  was  born  in  New 
York  and  his  father,  David  Dunham,  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey.  He  built  the  famous  steamship,  Robert 
Fulton,  and  named  the  vessel  in  honor  of  the  man 
who  first  put  a steamship  on  the  water.  It  was  the 
first  steam  vessel  that  ever  sailed  out  of  any  port  in 
the  world,  and  in  1821,  upon  the  Hudson  river,  he  was 
knocked  overboard  by  one  of  the  booms  and  drowned 
in  that  body  of  water  before  the  boat  was  entirely 
finished.  He  was  the  Vanderbilt  of  his  time,  being 
an  extensive  owner  of  vessels.  His  son,  David  Ross 
Dunham,  the  father  of  our  subject,  subsequent  to  his 
demise  completed  the  vessel  and  sailed  her  to  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and  afterward  to  New  Orleans, 
where  she  was  sold  to  the  Brazilian  government.  Her 
boilers  were  of  solid  copper  and  cost  thirty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  and  she  is  supposed  to  be  at  the  present 
day  in  active  service.  A picture  of  the  Robert  Fulton, 
drawn  by  David  Ross  Dunham,  was  enclosed  in  a 


tin  case  and  inserted  in  one  of  the  pillars  at  Astor 
Park,  and  when  the  United  States  postoffice  was  built 
in  New  York  city  and  these  pillars  were  removed, 
the  picture  came  to  light  again  and  the  authorities 
advertised  for  one  of  the  family  to  take  possession 
thereof.  An  uncle  of  our  subject,  Alfred  Dunham, 
claimed  and  secured  it  and  it  is  now  preserved  in  the 
historical  museum  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  The 
grandfather  also  equipped  the  brig  General  Armstrong 
during  the  War  of  1812  and  sent  her  out  as  a privateer 
with  letters  of  mark  and  reprisal  to  hamper  British 
shipping  and  fight  the  enemy’s  war  vessels.  This  boat 
was  finally  destroyed  in  the  port  of  Natal,  South 
Africa.  David  Ross  Dunham,  the  father,  in  1824  held 
the  position  of  inspector  general  of  the  state  of  New 
York  at  the  time  when  General  Lafayette  visited  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  took  prominent  part  in  the 
ceremonies  of  welcoming  the  hero  of  the  war  of 
independence. 

About  1830  the  father  came  to  Florida  among  its 
early  settlers  from  the  United  States  and,  locating  at 
New  Smyrna,  built  what  was  said  to  be  the  most  hand- 
some home  south  of  the  Potomac  river  at  that  time. 
In  1835  this  mansion  was  destroyed  in  an  attack  by  the 
Wildcat  Indians,  and  the  father  then  came  to  St.  Au- 
gustine, where  he  made  his  continuous  residence  until 
he  passed  away  in  1869  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
The  mother  also  died  here  when  seventy-eight  years 
old.  In  their  family  were  the  following  children : 
Mary  Louisa,  deceased;  Facio,  who  died  in  1874  and 
served  through  the  Civil  war  from  its  beginning  up 
to  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  in  Company  B,  Third 
Florida  Regiment,  being  taken  prisoner  in  the  afore- 
mentioned engagement  and  confined  for  a period  of 
twenty-two  months;  Matilda  W.,  the  widow  of  James 
B.  Taylor,  residing  at  St.  Augustine;  Leonora,  who 
passed  away  in  infancy ; David  L.,  of  this  review ; Al- 
fred, who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  three  years ; F.  P. 
F.,  of  St.  Augustine,  who  served  for  over  a year  in  the 
Civil  war,  enlisting  at  the  age  of  fourteen  ; and  Eliza 
Fredericka,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  James  G. 
Coxetter. 

David  L.  Dunham  has  always  made  St.  Augustine 
his  home.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began  to 
earn  his  own  support  and  became  early  connected  with 
the  pioneer  railroad  work  done  in  the  state.  Pie  saw 
the  first  spade  of  earth  thrown  up  in  building  the  first 
railroad  in  Florida,  near  Townsend  Swamp,  which 
was  fourteen  miles  in  length  and  extended  from  that 
place  to  Jacksonville.  Our  subject  held  a position  as 
rodman  on  the  surveying  gang  of  that  road  and  as 
remuneration  received  ten  dollars  per  month  and  his 
board.  Before  joining  the  surveying  crew  he  had 
studied  law  for  some  time  but  gave  up  his  studies  on 
account  of  poor  health  and  to  recuperate  engaged  in 
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outside  work.  On  July  13,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  Second  Florida  Regiment,  and  served  on  the 
front  until  the  third  day  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
when  he  was  captured  and  held  as  prisoner  until  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1865,  on  which  date  he  was  exchanged.  He 
was  orderly  sergeant  when  he  was  taken  captive  and 
upon  his  return  was  commissioned  lieutenant.  Vali- 
antly and  bravely  he  fought  for  the  cause  which  he 
represented  and  three  times  narrowly  escaped  death. 
The  first  time  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Seven 
Pines,  the  second  time  at  Ellison  Mills  and  the  third 
at  the  battle  of  Frasier’s  Farm  in  a seven  days’  fight. 
Five  balls  had  penetrated  his  hat  and  a piece  of  the 
same  was  driven  into  the  head  and  not  taken  out  for 
two  months.  His  skull  was  injured  in  three  different 
places  by  the  enemy’s  bullets.  David  L.  Dunham  took 
part  in  fourteen  large  battles  and  could  have  been 
excused  from  active  service  at  Fredericksburg  but 
would  not  let  his  company  go  without  him  and  on  all 
occasions  during  the  war  showed  bravery  and  courage 
in  unmistakable  manner.  After  hostilities  were  con- 
cluded he  returned  to  St  Augustine  and  engaged  in 
clerical  work  of  various  kinds,  working  for  about  fif- 
teen years  in  the  land  department  office,  during  which 
time  he  held  the  position  of  clerk  for  six  years,  assist- 
ant collector  for  seven  years  and  collector  for  three 
years.  Shortly  after  the  war  he  was  also  appointed 
LTnited  States  deputy  marshal  and  was  subsequently 
made  deputy  circuit  court  clerk,  holding  this  position 
under  his  brother  and  two  successors,  and  subsequently 
was  appointed  clerk,  discharging  his  duties  with  great 
ability  and  circumspection,  and  in  all  held  courthouse 
positions  for  over  thirty  years.  Whatever  office  he 
held,  he  never  forgot  that  it  was  a trust  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  people  and  never  used  it  for  furthering  his 
private  ends.  His  careful  methods  and  systematic, 
painstaking  work  made  him  an  efficient  public  ser- 
vant and  the  record  he  made  was  an  enviable  one. 

David  L.  Dunham  married,  in  1874,  Miss  Lillie 
O'Hern,  who  was  born  near  Middleburg,  Florida,  in 
1834,  a daughter  of  J.  D.  and  Mary  (Brantley) 
O’Hern,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  who  both  died 
in  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunham  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  of  whom  four  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being:  Kenneth,  who  passed  away  at  the 

age  of  twenty-three  years ; Donald,  a farmer  of  Clay 
county,  Florida ; David  R.,  of  whom  more  extended 
mention  is  made  in  another  part  of  this  work ; and 
Facio  O.,  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Miami, 
Florida. 

Mr.  Dunham  voted  the  democratic  ticket  until  1907, 
when  he  became  an  adherent  of  the  socialist  party, 
believing  that  through  the  endeavors  of  this  organiza- 
tion will  be  brought  about  that  release  from  oppres- 
sion and  political  corruption  so  necessary  for  the  well- 


being of  the  masses.  In  1908  he  was  the  socialist 
candidate  for  the  legislature  and  his  personal  popular- 
ity is  manifest  through  the  fact  that  he  was  defeated 
by  only  one  hundred  and  ninety  votes.  In  1912  he  was 
the  party  candidate  for  the  office  of  state  comptroller. 
The  family  home  was  built  by  his  mother-in-law  and 
is  now  known  as  Dunham  House,  having  been  con- 
siderably enlarged  and  is  so  equipped  that  during  the 
season  it  can  accommodate  a number  of  guests.  Mrs. 
Dunham  also  owns  another  ‘‘Dunham  House”  at 
Waynesville,  North  Carolina,  which  she  conducts  as 
a summer  hotel.  The  life  record  of  David  L.  Dunham 
is  so  closely  interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  making 
of  this  section  of  the  state  that  the  two  can  be  hardly 
separated  and  his  efforts  in  every  direction  in  public 
or  private  life  have  been  such  as  to  solicit  commenda- 
tion. In  public  service  he  has  given  his  best  efforts 
as  unsparingly  as  if  his  private  affairs  were  concerned 
and  his  integrity,  his  patriotism,  his  loyalty  no  one 
can  doubt. 


OSCAR  BLISS  SMITH. 

A life  of  intense  and  well  directed  activity  has 
brought  Oscar  Bliss  Smith  to  the  high  position  which 
he  occupies  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who 
entertain  for  him  the  warmest  esteem.  His  entire 
career  has  been  characterized  by  fidelity  to  duty  and 
his  ability  has  enabled  him  to  rise  above  the  ranks  of 
the  many  and  stand  among  the  successful  few.  He 
was  born  in  Youngstown,  Niagara  county,  New  York, 
April  27,  1837,  his  father  being  Obed  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Massachusetts  about  1786  and  came  from  a 
long  line  of  enterprising,  energetic  ancestors  who  were 
among  the  first  settlers  in  Massachusetts.  When  but 
eighteen  years  of  age  Obed  Smith  weighed  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds  and  could  lift  six  hundred 
weight.  He  married  early  and  removed  to  western 
New  York,  where  most  of  his  children  were  born  and 
reared.  He  was  very  successful  as  a civil  engineer  and 
was  engaged  on  the  construction  of  large  mills  and 
public  works.  In  1840  he  had  a hundred  thousand 
dollar  contract  on  the  Illinois  canal  and  during  its 
execution  made  his  headquarters  at  Joliet.  Fie  was 
the  inventor  of  the  “endless  chain  horse  power,”  which 
he  used  for  years.  He  refused  to  secure  a patent  on 
it,  which  another  did  and  made  millions  from  this  in- 
vention. Mr.  Smith  served  as  a captain  of  riflemen  in 
1812  and  was  reputed  to  be  the  best  marksman  in  the 
state  and  the  strongest  man  physically.  He  married 
Asenath  Goff,  who  died  at  Joliet  in  1841,  while  his 
death  occurred  at  Alpena,  Michigan,  when  he  was 
eighty  years  of  age. 
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Oscar  Bliss  Smith,  accompanying  his  parents  on 
their  westward  removal,  pursued  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Chicago  and  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  to  a large 
extent.  He  is  a high-school  graduate  and  for  a time 
was  a college  student  and  has  received  much  private 
instruction  of  great  value.  When  very  young  he  de- 
voted considerable  time  to  farming  in  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  and  thus  early  started  out  in  the  business 
world.  He  was  also  engaged  in  clerking  and  book- 
keeping in  Chicago  for  a number  of  years  and  in  t<86o, 
when  a young  man  of  twenty-three,  he  went  to  Pike's 
Peak,  attracted  by  the  gold  discoveries  in  that  section 
of  Colorado.  He  then  returned  to  join  the  army  at 
Chicago,  enlisting  on  the  2d  of  August,  1861,  as  a 
private  in  McClellan's  Dragoons.  He  was  soon  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  corporal,  sergeant  and  acting 
lieutenant.  While  on  duty  he  sustained  injuries  from 
which  he  has  since  suffered  and  was  discharged  as 
incurable  in  1862.  He  then  went  to  Manitowoc,  Wis- 
consin, but  did  not  feel  that  his  usefulness  as  a soldier 
was  over  and  reenlisted,  becoming  an  aid  to  the  adju- 
tant of  the  Thirty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry,  which 
regiment  numbered  fourteen  hundred  and  seventy-five 
men.  In  that  connection  Mr.  Smith  had  plenty  of 
hard  work  until  the  regiment’s  numbers  were  greatly 
reduced  by  hard  fighting.  He  was  promoted  from  the 
ranks  to  the  position  of  second  lieutenant  for  merito- 
rious service  and  was  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war 
as  first  lieutenant.  He  participated  in  the  grand  review 
in  Washington,  where  thousands  of  victorious  Union 
troops  marched  through  the  streets  of  that  city,  and  was 
mustered  out  June  12,  1865,  after  which  he  was  sent 
to  Milwaukee,  where  he  was  paid  off  and  discharged 
on  the  1 6th  of  June. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Smith  purchased  the 
Manitowoc  (Wis.)  Tribune,  which  he  published  suc- 
cessfully for  four  years.  He  then  sold  the  paper  and 
removed  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  in  1869.  There  he 
engaged  in  the  book,  stationery  and  printing  business 
for  six  years  and  again  met  with  substantial  success, 
but  owing  to  impaired  health  he  sought  a change  of 
climate  and  removed  to  South  Orange,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  published  the  South  Orange  Bulletin  for  seven 
years.  He  was  then  appointed  superintendent  of  con- 
struction on  the  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad,  the  building 
of  which  had  just  been  begun.  This  was  in  1882.  The 
line  was  to  extend  from  Jacksonville  to  St.  Augustine, 
the  principal  part  of  the  capital  being  supplied  by 
Walter  Lyon  of  St.  Augustine  and  his  brother,  Amos 
Lyon,  of  New  York.  They  sold  out  when  the  road  was 
in  running  order  to  Jerome  Green  and  after  his  death 
the  road  was  purchased  by  H.  M.  Flagler,  was  con- 
verted into  a standard  gauge  and  today  constitutes  a 
part  of  the  road  that  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the 
world.  In  1884  Mr.  Smith  purchased  lots  and  began 
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building  houses  in  St.  Augustine  and  during  most  of 
the  time  through  the  intervening  period  to  the  present 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  business.  After  Walter 
Lyon  went  to  California  and  there  passed  away  Octo- 
ber 5,  1885,  Mr.  Smith  began  the  construction  of  the 
Lyon  building,  which  he  completed  a year  later.  Fie 
was  at  the  head  of  a large  wholesale  business  for  some 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  and  published 
the  Daily  News  but  at  length  disposed  of  that  paper 
to  the  Evening  Record.  He  has  since  been  manager 
of  the  Lyon  building,  owned  by  a corporation,  of  which 
he  has  been  the  president  since  1890. 

Mr.  Smith  has  not  only  figured  prominently  in 
journalistic  and  business  circles  but  has  also  been  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  political  leaders  of  the  state.  He 
has  always  been  a stalwart  republican  and  for  fifteen 
years  was  engaged  in  the  publication  of  republican 
papers.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  republican 
organization  and  Mr.  Smith,  like  other  fair-minded 
and  progressive  citizens,  supports  the  candidates  whom 
he  thinks  best  qualified  for  office.  He  has  not  been 
very  active  as  an  office  holder  but  his  opinions  have 
carried  weight  in  party  councils.  In  1888,  however, 
he  was  elected  senator  in  Florida  and  served  in  the 
upper  house  for  four  years.  He  has  also  been  presi- 
dent of  boards  of  trade  in  several  cities  and  at  all  times 
has  attempted  to  further  public  progress  and  improve- 
ment. For  some  years  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Flagler  Hospital  in  St.  Augustine. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Manitowoc,  Wisconsin, 
December  15,  1863,  to  Miss  Huldah  Ellen  Lyon,  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Lyon,  whose  family  numbered 
nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Her  par- 
ents were  both  natives  of  Vermont  and  could  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  ancestors  who  came  to  America 
on  the  Mayflower  and  further  back  to  crowned  heads 
of  England.  Amos  Maynard  Lyon,  a well  known 
capitalist  of  New  York,  now  more  than  ninety  years 
of  age,  is  her  father’s  brother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  for 
nearly  thirty  years  he  has  been  an  elder  in  the  Memorial 
Presbyterian  church  of  St.  Augustine  and  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  Sunday  school  when  his  health  has  per- 
mitted. His  influence  has  always  been  on  the  side  of 
right,  progress,  truth  and  reform  and  his  labors  have 
been  an  element  for  public  benefit  for  many  years.  His 
efforts  in  journalistic  circles  made  him  widely  known 
and  aside  from  regular  newspaper  work  he  wrote  many 
poems,  which  he  preserved  and  published  in  book  form 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  pages  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1910,  under  the  title,  “Poems  for  the  Home.” 
The  edition  was  simply  for  distribution  among  his 
friends  and  not  for  sale.  Suffering  from  physical  dis- 
ability since  the  war,  Mr,  Smith  has  found  his  writing 
a source  of  great  interest  to  him  when  he  could  not 
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very  well  be  otherwise  engaged.  His  life,  however, 
has  been  one  of  broad  usefulness  and  worth  and  St. 
Augustine  numbers  him  among  her  prominent  and  rep- 
resentative residents. 

This  sketch  would  be  incomplete  if  there  were  fail- 
ure to  add  an  example  of  Mr.  Smith’s  poetic  talent 
and  we  therefore  append  two  of  his  interesting  poetical 
productions. 

THE  OLD  FORTRESS. 

All  silent  and  grim  frowning  down  o’er  the  deep, 
Where  the  billows  the  mem’ries  of  centuries  keep ; 
Where  the  palm  ever  gracefully  bends  to  the  breeze 
With  the  music  of  ages  singing  yet  mid  its  leaves ; 
While  the  roar  of  old  ocean,  as  it  falls  on  the  shore, 
Seems  to  waken  the  echo,  “nevermore ! nevermore !” 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

Where  the  Spaniards  first  gazed  on  this  thrice  blessed 
land ; 

Where  warrior  and  priest  with  a stout-hearted  band 
Step’t  ashore  neath  the  palm  trees,  with  hearts  tuned 
to  praise, 

And  the  blessing  of  heaven  sought,  for  all  coming 
days ; 

Where  the  first  of  a people  so  mighty  to  be 
Here  called  the  land  “Florida”  on  low  bended  knee, 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

Came  hither  strong  men  from  afar  o’er  the  tide, 
Brave  men  full  of  hope  with  fair  ones  at  their  side ; 
Came  hither  for  homes  by  the  deep  sounding  sea, 

To  struggle  with  dangers  and  learn  to  be  free. 

O,  the  battles  they  fought,  O,  the  trials  and  care 
In  those  years  far  away ! For  their  monument — there 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

Where  the  red  men’s  wild  war-cry  was  heard  with 
affright, 

And  the  scream  of  the  panther  added  gloom  to  the 
night ; 

Where  the  hiss  of  the  serpent  in  thickets  near  by 
Told  only  too  surely  that  one  smitten  must  die; 
Where  the  settler  scant  substance  obtained  for  his  toil 
And  often  one’s  life  blood  discolored  the  soil, 

Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

Where  the  years  multiplied  and  in  each  changing 
stage — 

Camp,  settlement,  village  and  city — the  age 
Saw  constant  progression,  while  ever  a foe 
Awaited  the  strongest,  where’er  he  dared  go; 

And  battlements  grew,  builded  strong  and  with  care, 


Till  engines  of  death  thundered  harmlessly  there, 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

O,  weird  are  the  tales  the  “Old  Sergeant”  can  tell, 
Uncanny  the  dungeons  he  exhibits  so  well ; 

And  the  sentinel  owl  at  night  on  the  wall 
Utters  ear-rending  shrieks,  bravest  hearts  to  appall ; 
And  a spirit,  ’tis  said,  doth  inhabit  the  place 
Where — methinks  it  is  truly  the  Spirit  of  Peace — 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

Here  a strange  little  chapel  where  pious  souls  met, 
With  an  odor  of  incense  pervading  it  yet ; 

Here,  voice  of  the  mission  priest  uttered  his  prayer 
And  the  choir  sang  Laus  Deo  in  the  close  stifled  air ; 
Here,  where  hearts  grown  aweary  on  life’s  thorny  way 
Went  gently  to  rest  till  the  great  judgment  day, 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

List  the  voiced  hopes  and  fears,  the  groanings  and 
cheers 

That  reverberate  still  thro’  the  long  fateful  years, 

As  the  sea  breezes  sweep  o'er  the  battlements  tall 
And  the  waves’  rhythmic  beat  on  the  outermost  wall 
Tell  that  Life,  thro’  all  ages,  is  laden  with  care: — 

Or  ever  this  thought  is  o’erwhelming,  ’tis  where 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

Where  the  palm  tree  is  waving  to-night  in  the  breeze 
And  shimmering  moonbeams  illume  summer  seas ; 
Where  the  city  is  sleeping  all  peaceful  around 
And  the  spell  of  tranquility  pervading  profound, 

Bids  Memory  range  on  the  wings  of  the  night, 

With  rust-eaten  cannon  and  the  old  moat  in  sight, 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

Where  summer  winds  blow  and  bright  flowers  bloom, 
And  the  sunshine  doth  ever  dispel  winter’s  gloom ; 
Where  peace  and  contentment  aye  hold  their  blest 
sway 

And  brotherly  love  is  the  rule  of  the  day  ; 

Let  it  truly  be  said,  as  the  ages  go  by, 

Where  they  learn  War  no  more,  and  all  enmities  die, 
Stands  the  fortress  Fort  Marion. 

THE  ROMANCE  OF  A MIGHTY 
ACHIEVEMENT. 

In  the  passing  of  the  centuries  fair  Florida  has  known 
The  varying  vicissitudes  that  have  to  wonder  grown. 
Yet  romance  of  the  ancient  days  is  told  in  weird  tales, 
And  a pleasing  legend  handed  down  through  centuries 
prevails. 

Brave  Ponce  de  Leon  was  a knight  of  eminent  degree, 
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Who  dared  the  dangers  of  the  deep  and  the  evils  none 
could  see ; 

He  led  the  way  to  this  great  day  a hero  bold  and  true, 

And  ours  the  right  to  hold  the  light  that  all  the  world 
may  view. 

Courage  to  use  the  strength  one  hath,  the  will  to  do 
and  dare — 

These  be  the  qualities  that  win,  here,  there  and  every- 
where. 

Love  adds  fine  fuel  to  the  flame,  and  the  lover  sought 
a spring 

That  to  his  aging  limbs  the  strength,  the  joys  of  youth 
might  bring. 

He  found  a land,  if  not  the  spring,  where  men  their 
years  prolong, 

Where  gladness  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  all  and  the  joys 
of  life  belong. 

Sacred  the  spot  where  he  first  stood,  first  ruler  of  our 
land, 

Cherished  for  aye  his  memory  and  that  of  his  brave 
band. 

True  manliness,  the  richest  gift  that  ever  blessed  our 
race, 

Was  his  in  rare  abundance,  and  to  this  the  added  grace 

Of  love  to  God  and  his  fcllowmen,  and  he  gave  his  all 
to  be 

The  Finder  of  fair  Florida,  a beauteous  flowery  lea. 

Then,  here’s  to  Ponce  de  Leon,  the  noble,  brave  and 
free, 

May  all  who  tread  this  sunny  soil  be  proud  to  emulate 
thee ! 

Four  centuries ! How  much  of  life  in  these  four  hun- 
dred years ! 

Their  generations  come  and  go  with  cares  and  hopes 
and  fears, 

But  Florida  remains  the  same  as  when  the  Hero  came 

And  blest  the  soil  and  gave  it  fame,  a sweet,  romantic 
name. 

Four  centuries  hence ! Forgotten  then  unless  we  do 
great  deeds, 

Accomplish  work  the  world  requires,  of  greatness  sow 
the  seeds. 

We  have  been  shown  what  man  can  do,  let  us  consider 
well 

The  mighty  work  that  men  have  done  and  to  our 
children  tell 

The  story  of  five  hundred  miles  of  changes  wrought 
complete, 

A tale  that  makes  the  world  awake — a wondrous,  dar- 
ing feat. 

The  second  hero  came  this  way,  he  trod  the  sacred 
soil ; — 

Where  Ponce  de  Leon  led  his  braves,  this  one  began 
his  toil. 


He  gazed  far  out  upon  the  bay  where  the  first  his  ships 
had  sailed, 

He  slept  above  the  very  spot  where  the  warrior  had 
assailed 

The  Indian  braves  and  drove  them  back  again  and  yet 
again, 

Where  poisoned  arrows  filled  the  sky  singing  of  death 
and  pain. 

The  ocean  surf  on  the  outer  bar  gave  forth  the  same 
sweet  tone 

It  sang  of  yore — even  now  it  sang  as  it  had  in  ages 
gone. 

Enraptured  with  the  lovely  scene  and  with  the  balmy 
air 

He  said : “I’ll  build  a refuge  and  a thousand  here  shall 
share 

This  beauty  in  a lovely  home  and  health  and  strength 
acquire ; - 

Where  the  climate  is  so  genial  as  to  fill  the  heart’s 
desire. 

This  home  shall  bear  the  hero’s  name,  a monument  for 
aye, 

So  men  shall  bless  old  Ponce  de  Leon  forever  as  they 
pass  by.” 

The  home  was  built  and  millions  since  have  found  a 
blest  retreat 

From  the  cold  and  storms  of  wintry  clime  mid  lux- 
uries complete. 

Then  next,  the  builder  turned  to  make  a highway  great 
and  grand, 

That  men  might  reach  more  easily  the  blessed  Florida 
land. 

And  the  years  flew  by  while  the  builder  built  more 
wisely  than  he  knew — - 

As  often  occurs  when  the  good  we  seek  is  large  and 
unselfish  too. 

He  extended  his  road,  he  built  more  homes  till  many 
thousands  own 

The  Builder  quite  equals  the  Finder  in  the  heroism 
shown. 

One  found  a home  for  the  love  he  had  for  a darling 
over  the  sea  ; 

The  other  built  for  the  lasting  good  of  millions  yet 
to  be. 

We  can  not  all  be  great  men,  but  each  may  surely  try 

And  do  the  good  that  comes  to  hand  as  the  years  go 
fleeting  by. 

This  latest  hero  was  convinced  that  here  was  lasting 
good ; 

He  went  to  work  and  gave  his  best,  as  every  true  man 
should. 

And  his  achievement  stands  today  unequalled  o’er  the 
earth : 


28 


FLORIDA 


Romantic?  Yes,  and  better  still,  it  has  true,  lasting 
worth ! 

’Tis  not  for  self  he  still  toils  on  when  life  is  nearly 
done — 

He  seeks  reward  where  greatness  comes  when  heaven 
itself  is  won. 


COURTLAND  BUCKMAN. 

Real-estate  activity  stands  indisputably  as  one  of 
the  strong  sources  of  a city’s  growth,  improvement 
and  adornment  and  the  men  who  are  active  in  that 
field  of  labor  have  much  to  do  with  public  progress, 
controlling  and  directing  the  character  of  the  work 
accomplished  for  the  city’s  benefit.  Prominent  in  this 
connection  is  Courtland  Buckman,  who  for  almost 
eighteen  years  has  handled  Jacksonville  property,  ne- 
gotiating many  important  realty  transfers  and  winning 
a large  clientele.  He  was  born  December  8,  1862,  in 
Madison,  Florida,  where  his  mother  had  taken  refuge 
during  the  Civil  war.  The  father,  Thomas  E.  Buck- 
man,  removed  with  the  family  to  Jacksonville,  in  which 
city  his  children,  of  whom  Courtland  Buckman  was 
the  third  son,  were  reared  and  educated.  After  at- 
tending the  public  schools  Courtland  Buckman,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  became  deputy  to  his  father,  who 
was  then  filling  the  position  of  county  clerk  of  Duval 
county,  and  upon  the  establishment  of  the  criminal 
court  of  that  county  in  1885  he  was  appointed  by  the 
governor  as  the  first  clerk  of  that  court,  in  which 
capacity  he  continued  until  October,  1887.  He  then 
resigned  and  became  connected  with  the  mercantile 
business  in  Daytona,  Florida,  where  he  not  only  won  a 
prominent  position  in  business  circles  but  after  six 
months’  residence  there  became  an  acknowledged 
power  in  political  affairs  through  his  election  as  mayor 
of  the  town,  serving  for  one  term. 

In  June,  1894,  Mr.  Buckman  returned  to  Jackson- 
ville and  for  a year  thereafter  was  connected  with  the 
Singer  Manufacturing  Company,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  since  engaged,  ranking  now  as 
one  of  the  leading  real-estate  men  of  the  city.  He  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  property  values,  antici- 
pating a possible  rise  or  diminution  in  price,  and  so 
conducts  his  interests  that  buyers  and  sellers  are  alike 
satisfied  while  there  is  accorded  to  him  the  legitimate 
and  well  earned  profits  of  his  labor.  In  February, 
1908,  Mr.  Buckman  completed,  on  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Forsyth  and  Hogan  streets,  Jacksonville,  what 
is  known  as  the  Buckman  building,  the  first  strictly 
fireproof  building  ever  constructed  in  Jacksonville. 
It  is  built  of  steel  and  concrete,  is  five  stories  in  height, 


is  one  of  the  most  substantial  of  Jacksonville’s  new 
improvements,  and  located  as  it  is,  in  the  heart  of  the 
business  center,  diagonally  across  the  street  from  the 
Federal  building,  or  postofifice,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
desirable  business  and  office  buildings  in  the  city  and 
is  a monument  to  Mr.  Buckman’s  foresight  and  busi- 
ness acumen.  Mr.  Buckman  is  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Florida  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Buckman  married  Miss  Mamie  A.  Berne,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  They  are  well  known  socially  and 
are  communicants  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  Buckman  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
the  Seminole  Club,  the  Country  Club  and  the  Florida 
Yacht  Club,  serving  two  years  as  its  commodore,  and 
his  attractive  social  qualities  render  him  popular  wher- 
ever he  is  known. 


DAVID  R.  DUNHAM. 

David  R.  Dunham,  who  since  1910  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  St.  Augustine,  has 
in  that  short  time  built  up  a general  practice  of  envi- 
able proportions  which  connects  him  with  important 
litigation  before  the  courts  of  the  state.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  St.  Augustine  and  a member  of  an  old  and  dis- 
tinguished family  which  settled  here  in  1830.  Born 
December  29,  1886,  he  is  a son  of  David  L.  and  Lillie 
(O’Hern)  Dunham,  of  whom  separate  mention  is 
made.  He  has  two  brothers  living,  Donald  and 
Facio  O. 

David  R.  Dunham  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  grew  to  boyhood  in  this  city,  where  he 
graduated  from  the  high  school  and  subsequently  ma- 
triculated in  the  University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee, 
Tennessee,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1907  with  the 
degree  of  B.  A.  Subsequently  he  studied  law  for  one 
year  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina  and  devoted 
another  year  to  the  same  studies  at  Washington  and 
Lee  University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  year 
1909,  being  thereupon  admitted  to  the  Florida  bar. 
He  at  first  located  in  Jacksonville,  where  he  practiced 
for  a year  but  subsequently  returned  to  his  native  city, 
where  he  opened  an  office  in  1910,  succeeding  to  the 
practice  of  the  late  Albert  H.  Mickler.  His  success  is 
the  best  evidence  of  his  capability  and  in  the  short  time 
since  he  has  located  here  he  has  secured  an  extensive 
practice.  He  shows  natural  discrimination  and  his 
pleas  are  characterized  by  terse  logic,  lucid  presenta- 
tion and  a thorough  understanding  of  the  questions 
involved.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  he  has  thoroughly  acquainted  himself 
with  the  principles  of  the  organization  and  takes  an 
important  part  in  its  local  councils.  He  is  an  enthusi- 
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astic  young  man,  aggressive  and  energetic,  and  if  his 
present  attainments  are  any  indication  of  what  is  in 
store  for  him,  a remarkably  successful  career  will  be 
his. 


JOHN  SEWELL. 

The  city  of  Miami  in  behalf  of  its  business  and  pub- 
lic interests  owes  a great  and  lasting  debt  to  John 
Sewell,  who  since  pioneer  times  has  actively  identified 
himself  with  its  growth  and  progress,  leaving  the  im- 
press of  his  work  and  personality  upon  community 
history.  He  has  developed  here  a large  and  well  man- 
aged mercantile  enterprise,  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  John  Sewell  & Brother,  while  he  has  also 
taken  a conspicuous  part  in  politics  and  in  the  pro- 
motion of  all  movements  of  a constructive  character. 
He  was  born  in  Elbert  county,  Georgia,  July  20,  1S67, 
and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Jeremiah  W.  Sewell,  a practicing 
physician  and  surgeon,  who  brought  his  family  from 
Georgia  to  Florida  and  settled  in  Kissimmee. 

John  Sewell  was  reared  in  Elbert  county  and  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Florida.  He  began  his  active  career  in  connection 
with  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  as  foreman  and 
superintendent  during  the  construction  of  the  line  from 
Jacksonville  to  Miami,  in  the  employ  of  J.  S.  Oliver, 
who  had  a contract  for  the  building  of  the  road.  About 
1891  he  left  the  employ  of  Mr.  Oliver  and,  taking  a 
responsible  position  with  the  Florida  East  Coast  Rail- 
way, superintended  the  construction  of  about  seventy 
miles  of  track  from  Daytona  to  Rockledge.  He  was 
later  transferred  to  the  hotel  construction  department 
under  the  contracting  firm  of  McGuire  & McDonald, 
the  builders  of  all  the  Florida  East  Coast  hotels,  and 
as  foreman  under  them  he  helped  to  construct  The 
Royal  Poinciana  and  The  Breakers  at  Palm  Beach, 
where  he  had  charge  of  grading  the  extensive  grounds 
on  the  Poinciana  reservation.  Here  he  remained  for 
several  years  and  when  the  Royal  Palm  Hotel  was 
begun  in  Miami  was  again  transferred,  coming  to  this 
city  in  charge  of  the  excavation  work.  By  March,  1896, 
he  had  begun  excavating  where  the  Royal  Palm  was 
to  be  erected  and  when  this  was  completed  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  grading  gang,  cutting  out  the  right 
of  way  and  grading  streets  and  laying  paving.  Mr. 
Sewell  in  the  interests  of  McGuire  & McDonald 
cleared,  opened  up  and  paved  a number  of  the  princi- 
pal streets  on  the  original  townsite,  the  work  being 
done  with  Dade  county  crushed  rock.  It  was  he  who 
originated  the  idea  of  using  this  local  product  in 
crushed  form  for  pavements  and  building  purposes  and 
in  this  way  accomplished  an  important  work  in  inaug- 
urating a new  home  industry.  Altogether  Mr.  Sewell 


was  in  the  employ  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway 
interests  for  seven  years,  from  1892  to  1899.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  established  his  residence  in  Miami 
and  opened  up  a business  enterprise  in  the  city.  In 
association  with  his  brother,  Everest  George  Sewell, 
he  opened  a shoe  store,  which  was  the  second  business 
enterprise  founded. in  the  new  community.  Mr.  Sewell 
left  his  brother  in  charge  of  the  concern  as  manager, 
to  continue  as  such  as  long  as  he  himself  was  engaged 
in  the  hotel  construction  work.  However,  in  1899 
he  resigned  his  position  with  the  Florida  East  Coast 
Hotel  Company  in  order  to  concentrate  all  of  his  at- 
tention upon  his  other  business  affairs.  The  establish- 
ment, founded  with  a capital  of  one  thousand,  five 
hundred  dollars,  was  conducted  as  a shoe  store  only 
for  some  time,  a line  of  clothing  and  men’s  furnish- 
ings being  afterward  added.  Under  the  name  of  John 
Sewell  & Brother  the  business  has  made  a continued 
growth  during  the  years  and  the  firm  has  met  with 
gratifying  success,  each  year  increasing  their  stock 
until  they  now  own  one  of  the  largest  mercantile  enter- 
prises in  southern  Florida.  During  the  fifteen  years 
that  John  Sewell  & Brother  have  been  in  business  their 
sales  have  amounted  to  more  than  a million  dollars. 
Mr.  Sewell  has  proved  himself  a capable,  energetic 
and  discriminating  business  man  and  the  substantial 
and  steady  growth  of  the  concern  is  in  a large  meas- 
ure due  to  him.  Possessed  of  an  aggressive  and  dar- 
ing spirit,  he  has,  moreover,  the  power  of  carrying 
forward  his  plans  to  successful  completion  and  as  a 
result  has  worked  his  way  upward,  winning  a degree 
of  prosperity  which  influences  in  an  important  way 
general  commercial  expansion. 

Mr.  Sewell  married,  June  16,  1897,  Miss  Jessie 
Byrd  Keller,  of  Daytona,  a native  of  Alabama.  Three 
children  were  born  to  their  union : Jaqueline,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  four;  John  Jackson,  aged  eleven; 
and  Crozier  Keller,  aged  ten.  It  is  not  alone  as  a busi- 
ness man,  however,  that  Mr.  Sewell  has  done  splendid 
work  for  Miami,  for  since  the  early  days  of  the  city’s 
foundation  he  has  taken  a conspicuous  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  proving  his  loyalty  and  good  citizenship  by 
constructive  public  service.  From  1901  to  1907  he 
served  as  county  commissioner  and  during  the  time 
was  largely  instrumental  in  bringing  about  many 
needed  improvements,  including  the  securing  of  good 
roads  for  Dade  county.  To  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  county  commissioner  he  added  in  1903  those  of 
mayor  and  for  four  years  served  in  that  capacity,  giv- 
ing to  the  people  of  the  city  the  services  of  a capable 
executive,  a far-sighted  and  able  business  man  and 
a discriminating  politician.  Beyond  all  question  his 
life  has  been  successful,  for  its  activities  have  touched 
and  affected  only  those  business  affairs  which  are  im- 
portant and  constructive  in  character  and  those  politi- 


30 


FLORIDA 


cal  and  public  interests  which  are  entirely  honorable 
and  worthy.  He  is,  therefore,  a valued  addition  to 
Miami  in  the  ranks  of  her  progressive  citizens. 


WILLIAM  B.  BARNETT. 

The  life  record  which  an  American  citizen  holds  in 
highest  esteem  and  honor  is  that  of  a man  who,  in  spite 
of  obstacles  and  difficulties,  can  prove  his  worth  of 
character  and  ability  and  win  for  himself  a position 
of  prominence  in  which  his  activities  are  of  value  not 
only  in  attaining  individual  success,  but  also  in  pro- 
moting public  prosperity.  Such  was  the  record  of 
William  B.  Barnett,  formerly  president  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Jacksonville,  which  is  now  the  Barnett  Na- 
tional Bank,  who  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  steadily  worked 
his  way  upward,  advancing  step  by  step  until  his  even- 
paced energy  carried  him  into  prominent  business  re- 
lations. He  was  recognized  in  his  day  as  a leading 
figure  in  financial  circles  throughout  the  state  of 
Florida. 

Mr.  Barnett  was  born  September  2,  1824,  his  birth- 
place being  Nicholas  county,  Virginia,  now  West 
Virginia.  He  was  a son  of  William  Barnett,  who  was 
born  in  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
became  a prominent  stone  and  brick  contractor,  build- 
ing the  bridges  for  the  government  over  New  and 
Gauley  rivers  in  Virginia,  which  remained  substantial 
structures  from  1823-4  until  destroyed  during  the 
Civil  war.  Mr.  Barnett  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane 
Murray,  was  also  a native  of  Northumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  a daughter  of  James  Murray,  who 
emigrated  from  Scotland  to  the  United  States  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  war  and  served  as  a captain  in 
the  Colonial  army.  In  1825  William  Barnett,  Sr., 
removed  with  his  family  to  Highland  county,  Ohio, 
and  it  was  there  that  his  son  and  namesake  was  reared, 
acquiring  a good,  practical  education  in  the  public 
schools.  The  father  turned  his  attention  to  the  live- 
stock business  in  that  state  and  through  industry  and 
close  attention  accumulated  a comfortable  fortune,  but 
lost  most  of  it  through  indorsing  notes  for  a large 
packer,  who  was  at  about  that  time,  drowned  in  the 
Mississippi. 

William  B.  Barnett  was  at  that  time  preparing  for 
college.  The  father’s  losses  forced  him  to  change  his 
plans  and  necessitated  his  entrance  into  the  business 
world  when  he  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  He 
served  a four  years’  apprenticeship  at  the  harness- 
making and  saddlery  trade  and  during  that  period 
saved  a small  sum  of  money  which  he  used  in  opening 
and  equipping  a little  harness  shop  in  Greenfield,  Ohio. 


There  he  conducted  business  for  two  years,  when  with 
a capital  of  one  hundred  dollars — his  profits  in  the 
Greenfield  venture — he  started  for  Leesburg,  Indiana, 
in  April,  1846.  At  that  point  he  opened  a harness 
shop,  which  he  carried  on  until  1854,  when  he  sold  out 
and  turned  his  attention  to  general  merchandising,  in 
which  he  continued  for  four  years,  tie  next  removed 
to  Kansas,  where  he  successfully  conducted  a mer- 
cantile enterprise  until  1870,  having  in  the  meantime 
purchased  and  laid  out  the  town  of  Hiawatha,  Kansas, 
where  he  conducted  business  as  a general  merchant 
until  he  made  his  entrance  into  banking  circles.  In 
January,  1870,  with  three  business  associates  he  or- 
ganized the  first  bank  in  that  part  of  Kansas  at  Hia- 
watha under  the  firm  name  of  Barnett,  Morrill  & 
Company,  one  of  the  partners  being  the  Hon.  E.  N. 
Morrill,  who  subsequently  served  as  governor  of 
Kansas  and  congressman  from  that  state.  He  was 
later  president  of  the  bank,  which  is  now  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  Morrill  & James  Bank.  After 
a few  years  Mr.  Barnett  withdrew  from  that  institu- 
tion and  on  the  17th  of  March,  1877,  arrived  in  Jack- 
sonville, Florida.  Thinking  this  a favorable  field  for 
further  operations  in  the  banking  line,  he  opened  a 
private  bank  on  the  1st  of  May,  1877,  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville,  continued  business 
under  this  name  as  a private  Bank  until  April  15,  1888, 
when  it  received  a National  Charter  and  became  the 
National  Bank  of  Jacksonville,  with  Mr.  Barnett  as 
president,  which  position  he  retained  until  his  death, 
October  21,  1903.  At  the  expiration  of  the  National 
Charter  on  April  15,  1908,  the  old  bank  went  into 
liquidation  and  the  Barnett  National  Bank  began  busi- 
ness, taking  over  a majority  of  the  assets  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Jacksonville.  The  name  was  changed 
and  the  new  Bank  was  started  in  honor  of  the  original 
founder,  Mr.  W.  B.  Barnett.  The  bank  is  capitalized 
at  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  has  re- 
sources of  more  than  eight  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
one  of  the  safest  and  most  conservative  institutions 
south  of  the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line.  The  institution 
owns  its  own  bank  building,  an  imposing  and  attrac- 
tive structure  with  a colonade  front  of  the  Colonial 
style.  It  is  thoroughly  equipped,  has  splendid  vaults 
and  is  a fireproof  building.  The  policy  maintained  has 
been  a most  commendable  one.  Progressiveness  is 
tempered  by  a safe  conservation  and  the  interest  of 
depositors  is  carefully  guarded.  The  bank  has  en- 
joyed a continuous  period  of  prosperity  and  the  results 
achieved  prove  the  value  of  the  business  methods 
employed. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1849,  at  Leesburg,  Indiana, 
Mr.  Barnett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Blue  and  for  more  than  a half  century  they  traveled 
life’s  journey  happily  together,  but  were  separated  in 
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the  death  of  the  wife  on  the  8th  of  April,  1901.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are  the  sons,  W.  D.  and  B.  H. 
Barnett,  who  are  now  majority  stockholders  in  the 
Barnett  National  Bank.  Mr.  Barnett  gave  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  and  while  in  Kansas 
represented  his  district  in  the  state  senate,  in  which 
he  made  a most  creditable  record.  For  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  a century  he  was  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  initiated  into  the  lodge  at  Goshen,  In- 
diana, in  1846.  He  was  a member  of  the  Royal  Arch 
chapter  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  was  a notable 
record  of  a successful  and  honorable  achievement. 
For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  he  lived  practically 
retired,  his  sons  relieving  him  of  the  active  business 
management  of  the  bank.  He  died  October  21,  1903, 
in  his  eightieth  year.  One  of  his  achievements  in 
Jacksonville  was  the  building  of  the  old  Masonic 
Temple.  In  recognition  of  his  services  to  Masonry, 
Jacksonville  Lodge  187,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  has  been  named 
the  W.  B.  Barnett  Lodge. 


CHARLES  A.  CARSON. 

Charles  A.  Carson  stands  as  a central  figure  in  the 
business,  political  and  educational  life  of  Kissimmee 
and  Osceola  county,  his  activities  touching  and  influ- 
encing the  general  advancement  and  development 
along  these  lines.  He  is  known  as  a capable  organizer 
and  promoter,  his  enterprise  and  executive  ability  hav- 
ing been  factors  in  the  foundation  of  many  of  the  most 
important  industrial,  commercial  and  financial  con- 
cerns in  the  city  and  his  business  discrimination  and 
foresight  elements  in  their  continued  growth.  His 
name  is  a synonym  for  progress  and  for  that  public 
spirit  which  makes  individual  prosperity  a valuable 
public  asset.  He  was  born  in  Reynolds,  Georgia,  and 
after  completing  a public-school  education  entered 
Mercer  University  in  Macon,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  He  afterward  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Reynolds  and  Butler,  Georgia,  and  he  followed  that 
occupation  until  1883,  when  he  came  to  Florida.  He 
settled  immediately  in  Kissimmee  and  at  once  identi- 
fied himself  with  business  life  by  organizing  the  Waters 
& Carson  Grocery  Company,  Incorporated,  with  which 
he  is  still  connected.  He  organized  the  State  Bank 
of  Kissimmee  in  1901  and  has  been  its  president  since 
that  time,  the  remarkable  growth  of  the  institution 
being  largely  due  to  him.  The  officers  at  the  time  of 
organization  were  as  follows : President,  C.  A.  Car- 

son  ; vice  president,  J.  M.  Lee ; and  cashier,  N.  B. 
Carson.  This  is  one  of  the  most  solid  and  safe  finan- 
cial institutions  in  this  section  of  the  state.  It  was 
organized  with  a capital  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 


which  has  since  been  increased  to  fifty  thousand,  the 
present  surplus  being  thirty-two  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  amount  on  deposit  is  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  four  per  cent  interest 
is  paid  on  all  savings  accounts.  The  bank  occupies 
a fine  modern  two  story  brick  building,  seventy-five 
by  seventy  feet  in  dimensions — a valuable  addition  to 
the  business  section  of  the  city.  The  present  officers 
are  : C.  A.  Carson,  president ; John  M.  Lee,  vice  presi- 
dent ; M.  Katz,  second  vice  president ; and  N.  B.  Car- 
son,  cashier.  The  board  of  directors  is  as  follows : 
C.  A.  Carson,  John  M.  Lee,  N.  B.  Carson,  N.  C.  Bryan, 
M.  Katz,  H.  Fleming  and  E.  L.  Lesley.  In  addition  to 
the  enterprises  above  mentioned  Mr.  Carson  is  known 
in  Kissimmee  as  the  founder  of  the  Kissimmee  Lum- 
ber Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  as 
president  of  the  Osceola  Hardware  Company,  and  the 
Kissimmee  Phone  Company.  He  was  in  addition  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  American  National  Bank  of 
Tampa  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Florida  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Jacksonville — connections  proving  con- 
clusively the  scope  and  importance  of  his  business 
identifications. 

Beneficial  and  far-reaching  as  has  been  his  work 
along  business  lines,  however,  it  forms  only  one  of  his 
varied  interests,  for  he  is  not  only  a powerful  force 
in  county  and  state  politics  but  he  is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education  in  Florida. 
He  has  devoted  much  time  and  active  labor  to  school 
affairs  and  during  the  three  years  of  his  service  as 
county  superintendent  of  schools  accomplished  con- 
structive and  progressive  work,  having  graded  the  pub- 
lic schools  before  the  state  law  was  passed  requiring  it. 
While  in  the  senate  he  aided  in  the  passing  of  the  state 
high-school  law  and  served  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  for  six  years.  He  was  for  a simi- 
lar period  of  time  trustee  of  the  University  of  Florida 
and  is  now  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  service  as  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Columbia  College  in  Lake 
City.  He  has  had  a long  and  distinguished  public 
career.  He  was  treasurer  of  Osceola  county  for  three 
years  immediately  following  the  formation  of  the 
county,  serving  from  1887  to  1890.  From  1893  t° 
1900  he  was  president  of  the  Kissimmee  city  council 
and  in  1896  was  elected  to  the  state  senate.  He  repre- 
sented the  nineteenth  senatorial  district,  comprising 
Orange  and  Osceola  counties,  and  during  the  eight 
years  of  his  able  service  was  the  instigator  of  much 
progressive  legislation,  aiding  in  the  passage  of  the 
railroad  commission  bill,  the  first  primary  election  law 
and  the  state  high-school  law. 

Mr.  Carson  married  Miss  Anna  Bryan,  a daughter 
of  John  M.  and  Louisa  M.  (Norton)  Bryan,  of  Kis- 
simmee, the  former  state  senator  and  railroad  commis- 
sioner. Mrs.  Carson’s  mother  is  a daughter  of 
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Captain  Nathan  Norton,  of  the  Confederate  army. 
Mrs.  Carson  has  two  brothers,  William  James  and  Na- 
than P.,  both  of  whom  have  served  in  the  United  States 
senate,  the  latter  being  a member  of  the  present  con- 
gress. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  became  the  parents  of 
five  children:  James  M.,  an  attorney  in  Jacksonville; 
Elizabeth  B.,  who  lives  at  home;  Charles  A.,  Jr.,  a stu- 
dent at  Colorado  College,  Colorado ; Anne  B.,  who  is 
attending  the  same  institution ; and  Inez,  who  is  a 
student  in  Columbia  College,  Lake  City.  Mr.  Carson 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  has  been  a 
deacon  in  it  for  the  past  twenty-seven  years.  There 
is  scarcely  a phase  of  legitimate  activity  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state  which  his  wise  and  well  directed  labor 
has  not  affected  in  a vital  way  and  the  city  in  its  busi- 
ness policies,  its  educational  institutions,  its  standards 
and  ideals  has  profited  greatly  by  the  influence  of  his 
work  and  personality.  Kissimmee  is  proud  to  number 
him  among  her  citizens  and  he  in  turn  is  proud  of  the 
achievements  of  the  city  with  which  he  has  allied  his 
interests  for  almost  thirty  years. 


JAMES  BOOTH. 

James  Booth,  city  attorney  of  St.  Petersburg,  and 
enjoying  also  a large  and  growing  private  practice, 
was  born  in  Goshen,  New  Hampshire,  December  25, 
1884,  a son  of  Charles  A.  and  Celestia  S.  (Carr)  Booth, 
who  are  also  residents  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  son 
was  afforded  liberal  educational  advantages.  He  at- 
tended the  University  of  Maine,  in  which  he  com- 
pleted his  law  course  with  the  class  of  1910,  and  the 
same  year  came  to  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  entered 
upon  the  general  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  still 
continues.  He  has  also  made  a specialty  of  titles  and 
conveyances  and  corporation  law,  and  his  practice  in 
those  branches  make  constant  demand  upon  his  time, 
while  his  ability  in  that  connection  has  gained  for  him 
an  enviable  reputation.  He  is  now  attorney  for  the 
Florida  Bank  & Trust  Company,  and  in  1911  was 
elected  city  attorney,  to  which  position  he  was  again 
chosen  in  1912.  In  his  official  capacity  he  drew  up  the 
new  charter  for  the  St.  Petersburg  commission  form 
of  government.  While  the  practice  of  law  he  regards 
as  his  real  life  work  and  to  it  gives  the  major  part  of 
his  time  and  attention,  he  is  also  a stockholder  in  the 
Home  Security  Company  and  the  Florida  Bank  & 
Trust  Company,  which  he  represents  in  a legal  capacity. 

Mr.  Booth  has  had  military  experience  as  a member 
of  the  Florida  National  Guard,  in  which  he  holds  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant.  He  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  to  two  college  fra- 
ternities, the  Phi  Alpha  Delta  and  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 


His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
although  his  professional  duties  are  making  heavy 
demand  upon  his  energies,  he  always  finds  time  for 
work  in  behalf  of  the  church  and  for  the  civic  welfare, 
earnestly  supporting  all  movements  which  are  a mat- 
ter of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride. 


FRANK  L.  MAYES. 

Frank  L.  Mayes,  editor  and  principal  owner  of  the 
Pensacola  Journal,  has  been  a factor  in  the  upbuilding 
and  development  of  the  city  through  his  advocacy  in 
the  columns  of  his  paper  of  progressive  public  meas- 
ures and  through  his  cooperation  in  many  movements 
for  the  general  good.  He  was  born  near  Rockford, 
Illinois,  December  16,  1873,  and  is  a son  of  James  O. 
and  Jennie  (Johnston)  Mayes,  the  former  a farmer, 
who  moved  from  Illinois  to  Iowa  and  thence  to  South 
Dakota. 

The  eldest  of  a family  of  five  children,  Frank  L. 
Mayes  was  obliged  at  the  age  of  thirteen  to  help  his 
mother  with  the  operation  of  the  homestead  in  South 
Dakota.  He  attended  the  district  schools  during  the 
winter  months  and  in  this  way  acquired  his  prelimin- 
ary education,  supplementing  this  afterward  by  a three 
years’  course  in  Dakota  University  at  Mitchell.  He 
earned  his  own  education,  being  unaided  by  any  out- 
side help  in  paying  his  expenses  through  the  university. 
For  two  years  after  leaving  school  he  taught  school, 
but  in  1896  became  a reporter  on  the  Pensacola  Times, 
thus  beginning  his  identification  with  the  newspaper 
business,  in  which  he  has  since  won  so  powerful  and 
influential  a place.  After  eighteen  months  in  Pensa- 
cola he  returned  to  South  Dakota  and  there  became 
part  owner  of  the  Mitchell  Gazette,  with  which  he  was 
connected  until  1899,  when  he  again  came  to  Florida, 
settling  in  Pensacola,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
A short  time  afterward  he  bought  a controlling  inter- 
est in  the  Pensacola  Journal  and  is  now  president  of 
the  Journal  Publishing  Company.  He  has  made  the 
paper  one  of  the  best  in  Florida  and,  considering  the 
size  of  the  city  and  the  trade  territory,  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  United  States.  With  this  power  as  a 
leverage  he  has  to  a great  extent  been  responsible  for 
the  turn  in  public  sentiment  which  has  made  Pensacola 
a great  city  and  which  will  in  the  future  make  it 
greater  still.  He  has  conducted  a fearless  and  ag- 
gressive newspaper,  has  not  been  afraid  to  take  a firm 
stand  for  what  he  believes  to  be  right  upon  questions 
involving  municipal  rights  or  privileges  or  upon  polit- 
ical issues,  never  allowing  material  considerations 
to  influence  his  point  of  view.  He  has  other  repre- 
sentative journalistic  interests  throughout  the  south, 
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being'  principal  owner  of  the  Meridian  Dispatch,  and 
lie  is  connected  with  business  interests  of  Pensacola 
as  a member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which 
he  was  president  from  1906  to  1907. 

Mr.  Mayes  married,  December  25,  1899,  Miss  Lois 
Kingsbery,  of  Hartford,  South  Dakota,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  Howard  Lee,  Charles 
Albert,  Margarita  and  William  Ivingsbery.  Socially 
Mr.  Mayes  is  a member  of  the  Osceola  and  the  Elks 
Clubs  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  was 
also  for  two  years  a member  of  the  South  Dakota 
National  Guard.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  interested  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  In  1912  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Florida  Press  Association.  In  political  circles,  too, 
he  is  well  known  and  prominent,  giving  stanch  alle- 
giance to  the  democratic  party  and  working  as  a pri- 
vate citizen  and  as  a newspaper  editor  for  the  spread 
of  progressive  democratic  doctrines.  In  1908  he  was 
sent  as  a Bryan  delegate  from  the  third  congressional 
district  of  Florida  to  the  democratic  convention  held 
at  Denver,  Colorado,  and  in  1912  he  was  a Wilson 
delegate  to  the  Baltimore  convention  and  was  the  only 
member  of  the  Florida  delegation  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Bryan  for  temporary  chairman.  For  several  years 
he  has  been  chairman  of  the  democratic  executive 
committee  for  the  third  congressional  district.  Dur- 
ing the  administration  of  Governor  Gilchrist  he 
served  on  the  governor’s  staff  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  He  is  numbered  among  the  real  promoters 
and  upbuilders  of  Pensacola  and  stands  today  among 
its  most  influential  and  able  citizens.  His  record  in 
business  circles  is  most  commendable,  for  he  has 
shown  himself  a man  of  resourceful  ability,  whose 
unabating  energy  and  keen  discrimination  have  gained 
him  success  and  made  his  career  in  all  respects  pros- 
perous and  successful. 


OSCAR  C.  MOORE. 

Oscar  C.  Moore,  prominently  connected  with  jour- 
nalistic interests  of  Marianna  as  editor  of  the  Times 
Courier,  was  born  on  a farm  in  Georgia,  October  17, 
1874.  He  is  a son  of  Andrew  B.  and  Georgie  (Smith) 
Moore,  natives  of  Georgia,  who  came  to  Florida  in 
1882  and  located  in  Marianna,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  railroading.  To  their  union  were  born  four 
children:  Lula,  the  deceased  wife  of  J.  B.  Justiss,  of 
Jackson  county;  Omah,  who  died  in  childhood;  Oscar 
C.,  of  this  review ; and  Amos  Green,  of  Marianna. 

Oscar  C.  Moore  was  still  a child  when  he  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Jackson  county  and  he  grew  to 
manhood  in  Marianna,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
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public  schools.  After  completing  the  usual  course  of 
studies  he  learned  the  printing  business,  with  which 
he  has  ever  since  been  successfully  identified.  In  1899 
he  purchased  the  Times  Courier,  which  he  has  made 
an  excellent  weekly  journal,  covering  the  news  of  the 
entire  county  in  a thorough  and  interesting  manner. 
The  excellence  of  the  paper  has  brought  it  a large  cir- 
culation and  Mr.  Moore’s  energy  and  enterprise  have 
secured  for  it  a profitable  advertising  patronage,  so 
that  it  ranks  today  among  the  important  journals  in 
this  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Moore  married,  June  12,  1907,  Miss  Eva  Lillian 
Keeling,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Za-Ida  and  Eva  Lillian,  who  live  at  home.  Mr.  Moore 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  fraternally 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Masonic  order.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a stanch 
democrat.  -As  editor  of  the  Times  Courier  he  is  a 
force  in  the  direction  of  public  thought  and  opinion  in 
the  county  and  is  a man  whose  high  moral  character 
and  upright  life  have  always  merited  him  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


J.  P.  CARUTHERS. 

J.  P,  Caruthers  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to  orange 
growing,  farming  and  stock-raising  and  while  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Clearwater  has  a farm  about  two  miles 
east  of  the  town  and  an  orange  grove  of  seven  acres. 
He  was  born  February  14,  1849,  in  Sumter  county, 
Florida,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Jane 
(Phillips)  Caruthers,  who  were  natives  of  Burke 
county,  Georgia.  They  were  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren when  they  left  Georgia  and  removed  to  Sum- 
ter county,  Florida,  about  1846.  Their  remaining 
days  were  spent  in  Sumter  and  Orange  counties, 
but  they  passed  away  in  the  former  county  at  an 
advanced  age.  The  father  made  farming  and  stock- 
raising  his  life  work.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Baptist  church  and  his  political  allegiance  was 
given  to  the  democratic  party,  but  he  never  held  nor 
desired  office.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
of  Irish  birth  and  became  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  the  new  world,  settling  in  Georgia. 

J.  P.  Caruthers  was  the  eleventh  in  a family  of 
twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  reached  years  of 
maturity,  but  only  our  subject  is  now  living.  Four 
of  the  brothers,  A.  L.,  Walker,  Ivertou  and  Albert, 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war  as  members  of 
Florida  regiments.  J.  P.  Caruthers  was  also  in  the 
.war  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  struggle,  driv- 
ing beef  cattle  for  the  Confederate  army,  although 
only  a boy  of  fifteen  years.  He  was  reared  in  Sum- 


36 


FLORIDA 


ter  county  and  continued  his  residence  there  until 
about  seventeen  years  ago,  when  he  came  to  what 
is  now  Pinellas  county  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  farming,  stock-raising  and  orange  growing,  hav- 
ing an  excellent  tract  of  land  two  miles  east  of  the 
town  devoted  to  general  farming  and  a seven  acre 
tract  planted  to  oranges.  Both  branches  of  his 
business  are  now  proving  profitable,  for  his  well 
tilled  fields  and  carefully  cultivated  groves  are  pro- 
ductive of  good  crops.  For  the  past  three  years  Mr. 
Caruthers  has  made  his  home  in  the  town  of  Clear- 
water. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1868,  Mr.  Caruthers  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Matchett,  who 
was  born  in  Georgia,  January  19,  1850.  The  follow- 
ing year  her  parents,  William  and  Nancy  (Collins) 
Matchett,  who  were  also  natives  of  Georgia,  removed 
to  Sumter  county,  Florida,  where  their  remaining 
days  were  passed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caruthers  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  W.  S.,  now  living  in 

Hillsboro  county;  J.  W.,  a merchant  of  Webster, 
Florida;  J.  A.,  at  home;  B.  M.,  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume;  F.  Idella,  the  wife  of  Captain  E.  B. 
Edy,  of  Nassau,  Bahama  islands ; N.  E.,  the  wife 
of  Phil  Blanton,  of  Hillsboro  county;  J.  M.,  of 
Orlando,  Florida;  and  D.  R.,  a merchant  of  Clear- 
water. The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  Mr.  Caruth- 
ers has  long  held  membership.  Plis  political  belief 
is  that  of  the  democratic  party,  but  aside  from  exer- 
cising his  right  of  franchise  he  has  never  been  active 
in  politics,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies 
upon  his  business  affairs,  which,  capably  directed, 
are  bringing  him  substantial  success. 


MRS.  EMMA  CORNELIA  McALLISTER. 

Mrs.  Emma  Cornelia  McAllister,  who  by  her  ex- 
cellent business  judgment,  her  executive  ability  and  her 
great  success  has  done  much  to  prove  a woman’s  capa- 
bility in  the  field  of  business,  is  today  one  of  the  most 
prominent  real-estate  dealers  in  Miami,  controlling  im- 
portant and  valuable  holdings  in  city  and  county 
property.  She  is  a native  of  Georgia,  having  been  born 
near  West  Point,  her  maiden  name  being  Emma  Cor- 
nelia Hatchett.  She  is  a daughter  of  Dr.  James  M. 
Hatchett,  a prominent  physician  and  surgeon,  who 
practiced  his  profession  successfully  both  at  West 
Point  and  Fort  Gaines.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  as  surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army.  His  wife 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Louisa  Cotton  and  her 
father,  William  Cotton,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Troup  county,  Georgia,  where  he  had  a large  planta- 


tion and  many  slaves  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  Mrs. 
McAllister  is  of  English  descent  on  both  sides  but  the 
McAllister  family  is  of  old  American  establishment. 
Her  paternal  great-grandfather,  John  Hatchett,  was 
born  in  England  and  had  the  distinction  of  attending 
the  wedding  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  He  afterward 
emigrated  to  the  American  colonies  and  founded  the 
family  in  the  United  States.  His  son  was  William 
Hatchett,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  M.  Hatchett  have  passed  away, 
but  their  generation  is  represented  by  Captain  Pinck- 
ney G.  Hatchett,  of  Navasota,  Texas.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children,  of  whom  four  daughters  and  two 
sons  survive,  although  Mrs.  McAllister  is  the  only  one 
residing  in  Florida. 

Mrs.  McAllister  acquired  her  education  in  the  West 
Point  (Ga.)  Academy,  from  which  she  was  graduated 
with  highest  honors  in  her  class.  One  month  after- 
ward, when  she  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  she  mar- 
ried Joseph  Robert  Cook,  a prominent  merchant  of  that 
city.  They  resided  in  Atlanta  and  Fort  Gaines, 
Georgia,  for  fourteen  years,  when  Mr.  Cook  died, 
leaving  one  son,  Harry  Hatchett  Cook,  who  has  since 
passed  away.  Two  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Cook 
his  widow  married  James  T.  McAllister,  of  Fort 
Gaines,  Georgia,  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  that  state.  Their  married  life  continued 
for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  McAllister 
passed  away,  leaving  two  sons:  James  T.,  Jr.,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  three  and  a half  years;  and  William 
A.,  who  is  sixteen  years  of  age  and  a student  in  the 
Georgia  Military  Academy  at  College  Park,  Georgia. 

In  1898  Mrs.  McAllister,  then  a widow,  came  to 
Maimi,  where  she  has  since  remained.  She  is  num- 
bered among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  city,  which  was 
but  two  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  arrival,  and  ever 
since  she  has  been  among  the  greatest  of  the  forces 
in  its  business  development.  For  many  years  past 
she  has  been  an  extensive  dealer  in  real  estate  in  Miami 
and  the  vicinity  and,  being  possessed  of  excellent  busi- 
ness judgment,  tact  and  force  as  well  as  inex- 
haustive  energy,  has  built  up  a large  and  growing 
business.  She  has  at  all  times  a long  list  of  proper- 
ties on  the  market  and  has  made  many  profitable  sales 
to  northern  people  desiring  to  locate  in  the  south. 
All  of  her  afifairs  are  conducted  on  strictly  business 
principles  and  as  a result  she  has  amassed  a fortune 
and  achieved  a success  of  which  any  man  might  well 
be  proud.  She  has  acquired  much  valuable  real  estate 
both  within  and  without  the  city  and  handles  a great 
deal  of  her  own  property,  it  being  her  custom  to  buy 
outright,  improve  and  sell.  In  the  past  she  has  at 
various  times  owned  several  excellent  grapefruit 
groves,  some  of  which  she  herself  planted  and  devel- 
oped, and  in  the  course  of  her  business  career  she 
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has  disposed  of  several  large  and  profitable  estates  to 
people  who  desired  to  invest  in  real  estate  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country. 

Mrs.  McAllister  has  an  attractive  home  on  Twelfth 
street,  built  of  the  beautiful  native  stone,  and  she 
has  made  this  a center  of  hospitality  for  her  many 
friends  in  Miami.  She  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church 
and  is  an  active  religious  worker,  taking  great  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Sunday  school,  in  which  she  is  a 
teacher.  She  has  by  her  own  energy,  industry  and 
integrity  gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  her  associ- 
ates and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has  proven  herself 
a capable,  self-reliant  and  attractive  woman. 


JOHN  J.  AHERN. 

Jacksonville's  real-estate  circles  have  a worthy 
representative  in  John  J.  Ahern,  whose  labors  are 
proving  a forceful  element  in  the  city’s  growth  and 
improvement.  He  was  born  in  Middletown,  Connecti- 
cut, September  10,  1877,  his  parents  being  William  and 
Catharine  (Murphy)  Ahern.  After  acquiring  a good 
public-school  education  in  his  native  city  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  grocery  business  in  which  he  con- 
tinued for  several  years  and  then  went  upon  the  road 
as  traveling  salesman  for  the  meat-packing  house  of 
Armour  & Company  and  W.  P.  Sumner.  He  was 
thus  engaged  for  several  years  and  it  was  he  who 
established  the  butter  and  cheese  department  in  the 
south  for  Armour  & Company,  of  which  department 
he  was  given  charge,  making  it  a paying  enterprise. 

Recognizing  something  of  what  the  future  had  in 
store  for  Jacksonville  because  of  its  natural  advan- 
tages and  the  fact  that  the  tide  of  settlement  was 
largely  flowing  southward,  in  November,  1902,  he 
opened  a real-estate  office  in  that  city  and  has  since 
been  successfully  engaged  in  that  business.  He  han- 
dles both  city  property  and  outside  lands,  now  manag- 
ing his  interests  from  well  appointed  offices  in  the 
Bisbee  building.  No  one  more  stanchly  supports  Jack- 
sonville or  has  firmer  faith  in  its  interests  and  in  its 
future  than  Mr.  Ahern,  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  ap- 
preciative of  his  attitude  in  this  connection,  have 
twice  elected  him  to  the  city  council,  of  which  he  has 
been  president  pro  tern  for  four  years.  He  is  ever 
seeking  the  city’s  improvement  and  is  now  putting 
forth  earnest  effort  to  improve  its  lighting  system, 
to  paving  and  widening  its  streets  and  to  regulating 
the  building  of  sidewalks  which  shall  be  ten  feet  or 
more  in  width.  His  efforts  are  of  a practical  nature 
and  productive  of  tangible  results.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Bay  street  beautifying  commission  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  likewise  a 


member  of  the  Elks  Club,  and  while  successful  and 
enterprising  in  business  and  progressive  in  citizenship, 
he  also  possesses  the  social  qualities  that  make  for 
popularity  and  high  regard. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1910,  Mr.  Ahern  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Isabelle  Boston,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mary  Catharine. 
Jacksonville  counts  Mr.  Ahern  as  one  of  its  valued 
citizens  and  regards  that  day  fortunate  which  linked 
New  England  enterprise  with  Florida  resources.  Mr. 
Ahern  is  president  of  the  National  Security  & In- 
vestment Company  and  the  Fosyth  Realty  Company; 
vice  president  of  the  City  Security  Company,  the  Home 
Telephone  Company  and  the  Southern  States  Refining 
Company ; secretary  of  the  Grand  Boulevard  Invest- 
ment Company;  chairman  of  the  paving  committee 
of  the  city  council;  and  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus. . He  is  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  and  in  politics  is  a democrat. 


GEORGE  WHITING  ALLEN. 

Broad,  varied  and  important  are  the  activities  with 
which  George  Whiting  Allen,  of  Key  West,  has  been 
connected.  He  has  left  the  impress  of  his  individ- 
uality for  good  upon  the  social,  business  and  official 
interests  of  the  city  in  the  present  generation.  He 
stands  today  as  a leading  factor  in  financial  circles  as 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Key  West 
and  there  has  been  no  movement  instituted  for  the 
social,  educational  and  material  welfare  of  the  city, 
through  the  past  twenty  years,  with  which  the  name 
of  George  W.  Allen  has  not  been  intimately  associated. 
Moreover,  his  service  as  collector  of  customs  for  the 
port  of  Key  West  extended  over  a longer  period  than 
that  of  any  other  appointee.  He  was  called  to  the 
position  during  the  first  administration  of  President 
McKinley  and  remained  as  the  incumbent  of  the  office 
until  its  abolishment  by  act  of  congress  in  June,  1913. 

Florida  is  proud  to  number  Mr.  Allen  among  her 
native  sons.  His  birth  occurred  in  Jacksonville,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1854.  He  is  descended  from  sturdy  New 
England  ancestry,  represented  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  grandfather  was  George  Allen,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Connecticut,  who  served  in  the  state  legis- 
lature as  a colleague  of  Gideon  Welles.  Elis  father 
was  William  Smith  Allen,  a native  of  Enfield,  Con- 
necticut, born  February  16,  1823.  The  year  1852  wit- 
nessed his  arrival  in  Florida,  at  which  time  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Jacksonville  but  in  1862  he  removed  to 
Key  West  where  he  continued  to  reside  throughout  his 
remaining  days.  For  many  years  he  conducted  busi- 
ness as  a wholesale  merchant,  being  a partner  in  the 
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firm  of  Allen  Brothers,  and  as  such  played  a leading 
part  in  the  commercial  development  of  the  city.  He 
was  also  mayor  of  Key  West,  was  special  deputy  col- 
lector of  customs  and  clerk  in  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida.  He  passed 
away  October  io,  1891,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Key  West  cemetery.  William  Smith  Allen  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Jane  Sprague,  who  was 
born  at  Lyons,  Wayne  county,  New  York,  January 
16,  1827,  a daughter  of  Nehemiah  Sprague.  Her 
death  occurred  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  September  12, 
1869. 

For  a half  century  George  W.  Allen  has  been  a 
resident  of  Key  West,  coming  to  this  city  with  his 
parents  in  his  boyhood  days.  In  his  youth  he  spent 
six  years  in  school  at  Ithaca,  New  York, — from  1863 
until  1869 — and  a part  of  his  education  was  also  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  Jacksonville  and  of  Key 
West.  In  early  manhood  he  held  several  official  posi- 
tions including  that  of  deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit  of  Florida.  Later  he  was 
deputy  clerk  of  the  United  .States  court.  While  hold- 
ing that  position  he  studied  law  and  in  1879  was  ad- 
mitted  to  the  bar,  since  which  time  he  has  practiced  to 
a greater  or  less  extent  in  Key  West.  However, 
various  other  duties  have  devolved  upon  him.  Even 
before  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  elected,  in  1878, 
to  the  state  senate  from  the  twenty-fourth  senatorial 
district  of  Florida  and  in  1882  was  reelected  but  re- 
signed the  office  in  1884  for  the  purpose  of  devoting 
his  entire  attention  to  his  law  practice  and  to  the  bank- 
ing business,  in  which  he  had  become  interested.  It 
was  in  1884  that  he  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
Bank  of  Key  West,  serving  as  one  of  its  directors 
and  as  its  cashier  from  that  date  until  1891,  when  the 
bank  went  out  of  existence.  He  organized  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Key  West  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1891,  was  elected  its  president  and  has  since  re- 
mained in  that  position,  directing  its  activities  and 
shaping  its  policy.  He  is  likewise  a director  of  the 
Florida  National  Bank  of  Jacksonville  and  thus  his 
name  has  become  a prominent  one  in  connection  with 
financial  interests  in  the  state.  In  addition  to  super- 
vising his  banking  affairs  he  has  found  time  to  devote 
to  public  service  and  his  official  record  is  most  com- 
mendable, being  characterized  by  the  utmost  fidelity 
and  capability  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  In  1879 
he  was  appointed  deputy  collector  of  internal  revenue 
in  which  capacitv  he  continued  for  twelve  years.  In 
1896  he  was  nominated  as  the  republican  candidate 
for  governor  but  declined  the  nomination.  The  fol- 
lowing year  President  McKinley  appointed  him  col- 
lector of  customs  at  the  port  of  Key  West.  He  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  holding  the  position  longer  than  any 
other  appointee  and  was  the  last  to  serve  in  that  con- 


nection, the  office  passing  out  of  existence  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1913.  In  1900  he  was  the  republican  can- 
didate for  secretary  of  state  and  in  1908  received  his 
party's  nomination  for  congress,  while  in  1912  he  was 
the  republican  candidate  for  congressman  at  large. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  re- 
publican state  committee  and  was  a member  of  the 
notification  committee  in  1908  that  waited  on  James  S. 
Sherman  and  informed  him  of  his  nomination  for  the 
vice  presidency.  In  1904  and  again  in  1908  and  1912 
he  was  a delegate  to  the  republican  national  conven- 
tions and  is  one  of  the  foremost  leaders  of  his  party 
in  the  state. 

On  Ma)'  26,  1880,  Mr.  Allen  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Leonore  Browne  of  Key  West,  who  was  born 
in  this  city  and  comes  of  an  old  Virginia  family  rep- 
resented in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Two  children 
have  been  born  unto  them,  Mary  Lilia  and  Genevieve, 
the  latter  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  R.  Warren,  a 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Key  West. 
There  is  one  child  of  that  marriage,  George  Allen 
Warren,  now  about  two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a member  of  the  Monroe  County  Bar 
Association  and  of  the  Florida  State  Bar  Association 
and  is  president  of  the  Florida  State  Bankers  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  a member  and  vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  church  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic,  Odd 
Fellows  and  Elks  lodges.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Club  of  New  York;  of  the  Metropolitan 
Club  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; of  the  Seminole  Club  of 
Jacksonville;  the  Elks  Club  of  Key  West,  and  is  a 
member  of  Florida  Red  Cross  board,  the  Florida  His- 
torical Society,  the  National  Geographic  Society  and 
the  National  Rivers  and  Water  Ways  Commission. 
All  these  indicate  the  extent  and  scope  of  his  interests 
and  his  activities.  He  keeps  informed  upon  all  the 
significant  and  vital  questions  of  the  day  and  is  ever 
arrayed  on  the  side  of  progress  and  improvement.  He 
has  wide  acquaintance  among  the  thinking  men  of  the 
country,  especially  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  his 
worth  is  acknowledged  by  all  with  whom  he  has  co- 
operated in  efforts  to  promote  social,  intellectual, 
political  and  moral  progress  and  to  secure  the  adop- 
tion of  higher  ideals  for  the  betterment  of  the  in- 
dividual, the  community  and  the  country. 


WILLIAM  B.  OWEN. 

For  a third  of  a century  William  B.  Owen  has  been 
a member  of  the  Jacksonville  bar  and  has  had  im- 
portant professional  connections  as  shown  in  a large 
and  distinctly  representative  clientage  and  in  his  serv- 
ice on  the  bench.  New  Jersey  claims  him  as  a native 
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son,  his  birth  having  occurred  June  17,  1855.  His 
college  training  was  received  at  Princeton,  where  he 
completed  a classical  course  and  was  graduated  with 
the  B.  A.  degree  in  1876.  With  a foundation  of  good 
literary  training  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  Henry 
C.  Pitney,  the  present  vice  chancellor  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey.  I11  1876  he  came  to  Jacksonville  for  the 
first  time  and  from  that  year  until  1880  spent  the 
winter  seasons  in  this  city  and  the  summer  months  in 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  still  pursued  his  legal 
studies. 

I11  the  last  mentioned  year  Mr.  Owen  was  admitted 
to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Jacksonville  and  has  since 
been  an  active  factor  in  legal  circles  here,  represent- 
ing a large  clientage  save  through  the  period  from 
1888  until  1892,  when  he  served  upon  the  bench  of 
Duval  county.  His  deductions  were  strictly  fair  and 
impartial.  He  has  wide  knowledge  of  the  law,  both 
in  principle  and  precedent,  and  his  thorough  legal 
training  has  preeminently  fitted  him  for  many  re- 
sponsible positions  he  has  filled.  He  was  formerly 
counsel  for  the  Land  Mortgage  Bank  of  London,  Eng- 
land, formerly  vice  president  of  the  Commercial  Bank 
of  Jacksonville  and  also  held  the  position  of  president 
of  the  Southern  Klondike  Mining  Company. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1888,  Judge  Owen  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  L.  Kidd,  of  Chi- 
cago, and  they  had  one  child,  a daughter,  Aileen.  Mrs. 
Owen  died  June  6,  1906,  and  Judge  Owen  married, 
in  June,  1912,  Miss  Anna  Milne,  a daughter  of  James 
Milne,  of  London,  Ontario,  Canada.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  Judge  Owen 
is  an  active  worker,  having  served  as  one  of  its  eld- 
ers. He  is  a member  of  the  Jacksonville  Board  of 
Trade  and  in  strictly  social  lines  his  connection  is  with 
the  Seminole  and  Country  Clubs.  Along  professional 
lines  he  is  a member  of  the  American  Bar  Association, 
the  Florida  State  Bar  Association  and  of  the  Jack- 
sonville Bar  Association.  His  political  support  has 
always  been  given  to  the  democracy  and  in  1882  he 
was  elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  lower  house 
of  the  Florida  legislature  where  as  in  all  other  relations 
of  life  he  has  made  a creditable  record. 


GEORGE  WALTER  ATKINSON. 

The  career  of  George  Walter  Atkinson  although  de- 
void of  spectacular  phases  is  one  that  may  well  inspire 
and  encourage  others,  for  it  shows  what  may  be  ac- 
complished when  energy  and  ambition  lead  the  way. 
Coming  to  Florida  in  1887,  a young  man  with  prac- 
tically no  means,  having  started  out  in  life  as  a poor 


boy,  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  valuable 
potato  farms  in  the  neighborhood  of  Federal  Point, 
being  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  region. 

Mr.  Atkinson  was  born  in  Chester  county,  South 
Carolina,  June  4,  1868,  a son  of  John  T.  and  Mary 
Jane  (Cherry)  Atkinson,  who  were  both  natives  of 
the  same  state  and  county.  There  the  mother  passed 
away  but  the  father  spent  the  remaining  days  of  his 
life  with  our  subject  on  his  farm  near  Federal  Point. 
He  had  been  the  owner  of  a valuable  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  six  acres  devoted  to  cotton  culture,  having 
learned  the  methods  of  operation  from  his  father,  with 
whom  he  worked  for  many  years  on  a large  property 
of  one  thousand  acres.  The  Atkinson  family  is  of 
English  descent,  representatives  of  the  name  having 
come  to  America  during  colonial  days  and  locating  in 
Virginia.  Members  of  the  family  removed  from  that 
state  to  South  Carolina,  where  they  and  their  descend- 
ants have  resided  for  over  a century.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Cherry,  who  participated  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  as  a colonel,  was  also  born  in 
Chester  county,  South  Carolina,  and  was  of  Irish  de- 
scent. Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Atkinson  were  the 
parents  of  five  children : Edward  M.,  of  Chester, 

South  Carolina;  Tillman,  who  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years;  George  W.,  of  this  review;  John 
V.,  of  Federal  Point;  and  Mary  Graham,  who  makes 
her  home  with  her  brother  John. 

George  W.  Atkinson  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  attended 
the  neighboring  schools.  He  assisted  his  father  with 
the  work  of  the  farm  until  1887,  when  he  came  to 
Federal  Point,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since. 
The  first  four  years  after  his  arrival  he  worked  as 
a farm  hand,  being  overseer  for  J.  F.  Tenney  and 
Dwight  Wheeler  for  the  last  three  years  of  that  time. 
His  ambition  and  desire  to  get  on  in  the  world  made 
him  careful  of  his  money  and  two  years  after  coming 
to  this  state  he  was  able  to  buy  a farm  upon  which 
he  moved  after  giving  up  his  position  as  foreman. 
He  has  since  devoted  his  entire  time  to  this  property 
on  which  he  has  made  substantial  improvements  and 
where  he  follows  farming  along  most  approved  and 
scientific  lines.  He  owns  about  one  hundred  acres, 
part  of  which  was  wild  when  he  bought  it  and  part 
in  old  orange  groves  which  had  been  destroyed  by 
frost.  Mr.  Atkinson  now  has  sixty  acres  under  culti- 
vation which  he  devotes  to  potato  growing  and  six- 
acres  in  an  orange  grove  which  he  planted  himself. 
Since  his  arrival  here  he  has  set  out  several  groves 
which  he  has  sold  to  advantage.  Besides  raising  Irish 
potatoes  he  also  grows  all  of  the  feed  which  he  needs 
'for  his  mules  and  sells  a considerable  amount  of  grain 
each  year.  Another  interest  to  which  he  devotes  some 
of  his  time  is  cattle  raising  and  he  derives  from  this 
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undertaking  a substantial  addition  to  his  income.  In 
the  course  of  years  he  has  become  the  largest  and  most 
successful  potato  grower  in  the  Federal  Point  district. 
His  place,  which  is  furnished  with  everything  desirable 
to  scientific  agriculture,  is  improved  with  two  sets  of 
buildings  and  his  property  divided  into  two  farms, 
one  of  which  is  known  as  Rose  Cottage  and  the 
other,  which  is  his  place  of  residence,  as  the  Sweet 
Gum  farm.  It  derives  its  name  from  a number  of 
trees  of  that  kind  which  he  has  set  out  in  his  yard  and 
which  add  greatly  to  the  attractive  appearance  of  the 
place.  Interested  along  all  lines  of  agricultural  en- 
deavor, he  has  also  given  considerable  time  to  the 
raising  of  sub-tropical  plants  and  vegetables  and  in  his 
garden  there  is  represented  practically  every  variety 
that  can  be  grown  here.  Mr.  Atkinson  today  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  in  this  region 
and  he  may  well  be  proud  of  the  fact,  especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  started  out  practically  empty- 
handed  and  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  property  and 
interests,  the  value  of  which  rank  him  among  the  men 
of  affluence  in  this  district. 

Mr.  Atkinson  was  married  on  January  20,  1891,  to 
Miss  Lucy  Atkinson,  a cousin,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  county  and  state  as  was  her  husband  and  who 
is  a daughter  of  James  B.  and  Lucy  (Crosby)  Atkin- 
son. Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  VV.  Atkinson  have  one  son, 
Ralph  W.  Always  interested  in  the  development  and 
advancement  of  his  district,  Mr.  Atkinson  brings  to 
all  public  measures  and  movements,  undertaken  for 
the  improvement  of  the  locality,  a deep  interest  and, 
while  he  has  attained  a highly  creditable  prosperity 
for  himself,  he  has  been  constructive  in  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  this  section  and  has  become  a 
man  who  is  considered  a pioneer  of  civic  expansion. 
Actuated  by  laudable  ambition  and  exercising  the  old- 
fashioned  virtues  of  industry  and  honesty,  he  has  at- 
tained success.  He  is  a man  of  sterling  character, 
highly  regarded  wherever  known,  and  one  who  in- 
spires confidence  in  all  those  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact.  He  has  not  only  been  an  onlooker,  witness- 
ing the  changes  that  have  made  and  are  making  vast 
stretches  of  waste  lands  into  fertile  fields,  but  is  a 
helpful  and  important  factor  in  the  process.  His 
career  is  proof  of  the  fact  that  success  is  ambition’s 
answer. 


HON.  JOHN  P.  WALL. 

The  history  of  Putnam  county  bears  the  impress 
of  the  individuality  and  ability  of  John  P.  Wall,  who 
has  in  various  ways  been  identified  with  its  material 
development  and  with  its  political  activity.  He  is 


now  representing  his  district  in  the  state  senate  and 
his  official  record  is  one  which  reflects  credit  and 
honor  upon  the  state  that  has  honored  him.  He  was 
born  in  Burwell,  South  Carolina,  January  24,  1848, 
and  comes  of  Irish,  English  and  Welsh  ancestry. 
His  parents  were  Elija  and  Mary  Angeline  (Roberts) 
Wall,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  district  in  which 
their  son  was  born,  but  in  1849  removed  to  Florida. 
The  father  came  of  colonial  stock.  His  father,  Herdy 
Wall,  served  throughout  the  seven  years  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  enlisting  from  North  Carolina,  his 
native  state.  His  parents  died  of  the  bubonic  or 
black  plague  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
thus  left  an  orphan,  was  reared  by  James  Knight, 
who  was  childless  and  adopted  him.  On  coming  to 
Florida  Elija  Wall  settled  at  Putnam  Hall,  in  Put- 
nam county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  He 
was  born  July  4,  1797,  and  his  wife  on  the  3d  of 
July,  1809.  It  was  his  custom  and  he  never  failed 
to  invite  the  surrounding  country  to  celebrate  his 
birthday,  usually  holding  a barbacue.  He  was  a 
man  most  careful  in  his  dress,  always  wearing  immacu- 
lately white  linen,  and  this  characteristic  is  sym- 
bolic of  his  innate  refinement  and  culture.  He  always 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  developing  and  cul- 
tivating between  three  and  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  with  the  aid  of  his  negroes.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  secured 
his  land  from  the  government.  His  nearest  neighbor 
at  that  time  was  at  Hawthorn,  fifteen  miles  away. 
Indian  trails  were  everywhere  visible,  for  the  red 
men  had  left  the  state  only  in  1838.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  representatives  of  his  county  in  the  state 
legislature,  where  he  was  a colleague  of  Colonel  F.  L. 
Dancy,  while  Judge  Putnam  was  senator  from  the 
district.  Mr.  Wall  was  always  deeply  interested  in 
public  affairs,  but  was  not  a politician  in  the  usually 
accepted  sense  of  the  term.  He  had  to  go  to  the 
capital  by  stage  and  horseback,  for  there  were  no 
railroads  at  that  time;  but  he  resigned  after  one 
session,  being  disgusted  with  the  management  of 
political  affairs.  He  was,  however,  a lifelong  demo- 
crat and  a believer  in  the  principles  of  the  party. 
He  died  August  30,  1890,  having  long  survived  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  March  8,  1858.  The  family 
numbered  ten  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
John  P.,  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  and  James  L., 
of  Clay  county,  are  the  only  ones  now  living.  George, 
the  eldest,  served  with  the  Palmetto  Regiment  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  Mexican  war  and  was  killed 
in  the  charge  at  Cherebusco,  Mexico.  George  (second 
of  the  name)  died  in  childhood  in  1851.  Thomas  P., 
who  was  at  one  time  representative  from  Clay  county 
in  the  state  legislature,  became  a captain  in  the  Seventh 
Florida  Regiment  during  the  Civil  war  and  died  at 
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Cumberland  Gap,  leaving  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Elizabeth  E.  passed  away  January  27,  1854. 
Angeline  Ursula  became  the  wife  of  B.  W.  Powell 
and  at  her  death  left  one  daughter.  Stephen  Jack- 
son  served  for  four  years  in  the  Civil  war,  being  an 
orderly  sergeant  of  the  Second  Florida  Cavalry,  and 
died  at  Putnam  Hall,  leaving  one  son.  Roan  L., 
who  was  an  officer  in  Captain  Moseley’s  company  of 
the  Seventh  Florida  Regiment,  died  leaving  two  sons 
and  a daughter.  Rienzi  G.,  who  was  a private  of 
the  Second  Florida  Regiment,  was  taken  sick  while 
at  the  front  and  returned  home,  where  he  passed 
away.  Lawrence  D.  served  for  four  years  with  the 
Second  Florida  Cavalry,  was  afterward  for  three 
terms  the  representative  for  Bradford  county  in  the 
state  legislature,  and  died  in  January,  1913,  leaving 
two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Belton  S.,  who  served 
for  three  years  in  the  Second  Florida  Cavalry  under 
Captain  Stephens  and  after  the  latter’s  death,  under 
Captain  Gray,  afterward  went  to  Missouri  and  served 
for  three  years  in  the  United  States  regular  army  on 
duty  against  the  Indians.  He  was  a fine  looking  man,  of 
soldierly  bearing,  and  was  a fearless  fighter.  He 
stood  six  feet  and  one  inch  in  his  stocking  feet  and 
was  the  only  red-headed  member  of  the  family.  He 
had  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  John  P.  was 
the  next  to  him  in  the  family.  James  L.,  of  Clay 
county,  has  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  After 
losing  his  first  wife  the  father  married  again  and 
had  two  daughters  by  that  union:  Mrs.  Hortense  J. 

Ward,  of  Alachua  county;  and  Mrs.  Florence  L. 
Goodson,  of  Putnam  Hall. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Putnam  county 
in  1849  I0'111  P-  Wall  has  continuously  made  his  home 
within  its  borders  and  now  owns  and  occupies  the 
old  homestead  upon  which  his  father  first  located  and 
which  he  secured  from  the  government.  There  are 
about  three  hundred  acres  of  land  with  ninety  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  has  upon  the  place  an  orange 
grove  and  other  fruits,  and  he  also  engages  in  stock- 
raising  and  general  farming.  At  one  time  he  engaged 
in  the  operation  of  a sawmill  and  also  carried  on 
merchandising  at  Putnam  Hall  before  the  building 
of  the  railroad.  He  has  handled  considerable  real 
estate  and  it  was  he  who  secured  the  right  of  way 
for  the  railroad.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Fruit  Growers  Association  of  Lake  Geneva 
and  Putnam  Hall.  Deeply  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  community, 
he  has  cooperated  in  many  movements  for  the  general 
good,  and  his  labors  have  at  all  times  been  of  a char- 
acter that  have  contributed  to  general  prosperity  as 
well  as  to  individual  success. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wall  has  been  a lifelong  democrat 
and  his  fellow  townsmen,  appreciative  of  his  worth 


and  ability  have  again  and  again  elected  him  to  pub- 
lic office.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  justice  of  the 
peace  and  his  decisions  were  ever  strictly  fair  and 
impartial.  For  two  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
county  school  board  and  twice  he  was  offered  the  trus- 
teeship of  one  of  the  state  educational  institutes  but 
declined.  He  has  been  closely  connected  with  the 
work  of  framing  legislation  in  Florida  and  was  elected 
to  the  lower  house  of  the  general  assembly  in  1893, 
1895  and  1897,  and  again  in  1901,  1903  and  1905. 
In  1911  he  was  defeated  for  state  senator  by  twenty- 
one  votes  by  S.  J.  Hilburn,  who  later  resigned,  where- 
upon Mr.  Wall  was  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term 
without  opposition.  His  long  service  in  the  general 
assembly  has  enabled  him  to  take  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  shaping  state  legislation,  and  his  influ- 
ence has,  again  and  again,  been  found  an  active 
factor  in  championing  movements  which  have  resulted 
beneficially  to  the  state. 

In  1872  Mr.  Wall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nannie  L.  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Clay  county, 
Florida,  April  13,  1856,  and  has  been  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  this  state.  Her  parents  were  Jesse  and  Mary 
(Knight)  Wilson,  whose  parents  were  natives  of 
Georgia  but  pioneer  settlers  of  Florida,  where  their 
last  days  were  passed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wall  have 
become  the  parents  of  nine  children.  Belton  Percy, 
the  eldest,  resides  in  Jacksonville.  He  was  a rail- 
road man  for  twenty  years,  being  for  sixteen  years 
with  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad,  during  which 
time  he  rose  from  the  position  of  brakeman  to  train- 
master, but  has  now  retired  from  the  service  on 
account  of  his  health.  Jesse  Verner,  a traveling  sales- 
man, makes  his  home  with  his  parents.  John  P., 
now  an  able  attorney  of  Seattle,  Washington,  was 
graduated  from  the  Washington  and  Lee  University, 
making  the  finest  record  of  any  man  in  the  school 
from  Florida,  standing  first  in  his  class.  Dr.  W.  W.  C. 
Wall,  a graduate  of  the  Southern  Dental  College,  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Washington.  He  served  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war  as  a member  of  Company  D,  First 
Florida  Regiment.  During  his  service  his  health  be- 
came impaired,  resulting  in  his  death  at  Putnam  Hall, 
November  19,  1912.  He  left  a widow,  son  and  daugh- 
ter, who  are  now  in  Seattle.  Mary  B.  is  the  wife  of 
E.  W.  Watkins  of  Putnam  Hall.  Annie  B.  is  the 
wife  of  W.  J.  Deal,  of  Montezuma,  Georgia.  Henry 
Essie  is  a teacher  in  Palatka  high  school.  Alice  Irene 
is  at  home.  Worth  Bagley  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years. 

Mr.  Wall  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles.  For 
forty-two  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  fra- 
ternity, has  filled  all  of  the  chairs,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  worshipful  master.  His  religious  faith 
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is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Baptist  church. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  continuous  activity,  in  which 
he  has  been  accorded  due  recognition  of  labor  and 
he  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
his  county.  His  interests  are  thoroughly  identified 
with  those  of  Putnam  and  at  all  times  he  is  ready  to 
lend  his  aid  and  cooperation  to  any  movement 
calculated  to  benefit  this  section  of  the  country  or  ad- 
vance its  wonderful  development.  The  terms  “prog- 
ress” and  “patriotism”  might  be  considered  the  key- 
-note  of  his  character,  for  at  all  times  he  has  been 
actuated  by  an  intense  fidelity  to  his  state  and  her 
welfare. 


NOEL  A.  MITCHELL. 

The  leaders  are  few.  The  great  majority  of  men 
are  content  to  follow  in  paths  that  others  have  marked 
out,  lacking  the  initiative  which  enables  them  to  branch 
out  in  new  lines  and  pass  on  the  highway  of  life  many 
who,  perhaps,  started  out  ahead  of  them.  The  quality 
of  successful  accomplishment,  however,  is  possessed  in 
large  measure  by  Noel  A.  Mitchell.  His  originality, 
versatility,  persistency  and  initiative  are  the  factors 
which  have  made  him,  as  a young  man,  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens  not  only  of  Florida  but  of  Connecti- 
cut, while  his  business  activities  have  also  reached  to 
other  states  and  along  certain  lines  have  extended  from 
ocean  to  ocean.  In  connection  with  his  real-estate  in- 
terests he  is  the  most  extensive  advertiser  of  Florida. 
In  the  north  he  is  the  owner  of  a theater  with  a seat- 
ing capacity  of  two  thousand,  and  as  a confectionery 
manufacturer  his  name  has  become  known  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  These  are  but  a 
few  of  the  lines  along  which  he  has  operated  and  in 
his  vocabulary  there  is  no  such  word  as  fail.  He  was 
born  at  Block  Island,  Rhode  Island,  January  9,  1872, 
a son  of  James  and  Mary  J.  Mitchell,  who  were  also 
natives  of  that  state  and  of  English  descent,  the  an- 
cestors in  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  lines  having 
arrived  in  New  England  in  colonial  days.  The  family 
is  related  to  Benjamin  Franklin.  James  Mitchell  was 
a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  while  serving  under  “Fighting” 
Joe  Hooker.  He  participated  in  a number  of  other 
hotly  contested  engagements,  including  Antietam,  and 
was  crippled  for  life  at  Gettysburg  by  the  bursting  of 
a shell.  He  also  followed  contracting  and  building 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Rhode  Island  about 
ten  years  ago. 

Noel  A.  Mitchell  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  early 
life  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  was  a high- 
school  pupil  at  Block  Island,  while  in  Providence  he 


attended  night  school,  devoting  his  days  to  the  selling 
of  newspapers.  He  afterward  went  to  Atlantic  City, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  learned  the  confectionery  trade 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  the  famous  Mitchell’s 
Atlantic  City  salt  water  taffy,  now  known  from  coast 
to  coast.  For  twenty  years  he  has  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  that  confection  and  the  business  has 
reached  mammoth  proportions. 

The  boy  who  started  out  selling  newspapers  on  the 
city  streets  is  today  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost 
business  men  of  Florida.  Ten  years  ago,  after  spend- 
ing one  year  in  California  and  not  liking  the  climate 
there,  he  came  to  this  state,  drifted  to  St.  Petersburg, 
and  saw  the  possibilities  of  the  place.  He  entered  the 
real-estate  field  in  a small  way  and  during  the  past 
six  years  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  real-estate 
dealing.  He  purchased  a block  of  ground  where  his 
office  is  now  located,  securing  a tract  one  hundred  and 
thirty  by  one  hundred  feet,  for  which  he  gave  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  and  for  which  he  has  since  been 
offered  eighty-five  thousand.  Something  of  the  nature 
of  his  businsss  methods  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  termed  “the  real-estate  man  with  a con- 
science.” “He  never  sleeps”  has  also  been  used  to 
characterize  his  business  methods,  and  in  advertising 
he  terms  himself  “the  sand  man,”  for  he  has  pur- 
chased what  others  have  regarded  as  wide  sand  waste 
and  has  transformed  such  tracts  into  beautiful  resi- 
dence or  business  districts.  He  has  made  several  addi- 
tions to  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  methods  which  he  has 
employed  are  such  as  will  bear  the  closest  investigation 
and  scrutiny.  He  has  made  advertising,  honest  deal- 
ing and  enterprise  the  foundation  of  his  success.  He 
now  has  a large  amount  of  property  listed  and  sells 
much  of  his  land  at  public  auction.  H.  Honore  of  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  is  now  associated  with  Mr.  Mitchell  in 
his  real-estate  transactions  as  a silent  partner.  Mr. 
Mitchell  is  an  expert  in  writing  his  own  advertise- 
ments, being  able  to  seize  upon  the  vital  point  in  pre- 
senting the  matter  to  the  public,  while  his  original 
methods  attract  attention  and  his  reputation  for  busi- 
ness integrity  has  made  it  known  that  what  he  says  can 
be  depended  upon.  In  addition  to  his  large  real-estate 
holdings  in  St.  Petersburg  and  this  section  of  the  state, 
he  is  a director  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Central  National  Bank.  He  has  had  extensive  write- 
ups in  magazines  and  current  literature  under  the 
title  The  Career  of  an  Advertiser.  He  employs  four 
sales  people  and  several  stenographers  in  the  conduct 
of  his  real-estate  business,  and  he  spends  his  summers 
at  Savin  Rock,  Connecticut,  where  he  has  developed  a 
large  and  most  attractive  amusement  park,  containing  a 
theater  with  seating  capacity  for  two  thousand.  He 
has  many  other  forms  of  clean  amusements  and  is 
always  on  the  lookout  for  something  new,  novel,  and 
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entertaining.  He  seems  to  grasp  almost  intuitively  the 
business  possibilities  of  a situation  and  it  is  seldom, 
if  ever,  that  his  judgment  has  been  found  at  fault  in 
any  trade  transaction. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  in  1899  and  has  one  child, 
Gladys  Katherine.  He  is  an  Episcopalian  in  religious 
faith  and  fraternally  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason 
and  an  Elk.  He  belongs  to  the  St.  Petersburg  Club 
and  he  has  done  amateur  dramatic  work  on  many 
platforms,  being  well  known  for  his  impersonations  of 
the  negro  and  the  Irish.  He  instituted  at  Savin  Rock 
a prodigious  spectacle  and  carnival  of  entertainments 
under  the  name  of  the  Mardi  Gras,  organizing  the 
Mardi  Gras  Association,  and  was  its  first  king.  He 
belongs  to  the  Yacht  and  Anglers  Club  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. He  may  see  visions  and  dream  dreams,  but  he 
soon  makes  these  practical  and  resultant  realities.  A 
man  of  action,  intense  and  vital,  he  accomplishes  what 
he  undertakes  and  the  result  proves  of  benefit  to  the 
community  in  which  he  operates  as  well  as  a source  of 
individual  success. 


GOVERNOR  PARK  TRAMMELL. 

In  Governor  Park  Trammell  Florida  has  in  control 
of  her  interests  one  who  possesses  in  large  measure 
the  qualities  of  statesmanship  necessary  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  vital  interests  of  a great  commonwealth. 
He  is  a man  of  constructive  political  ability,  keen  fore- 
sight and  discernment  and  of  high  and  unquestioned 
integrity.  Llis  life  has  been  devoted  almost  entirely 
to  the  public  service,  his  advancement  coming  as  his 
ability  and  power  have  become  known  and  recognized. 
During  his  service  as  governor  he  has  already  demon- 
strated the  strength  and  practicability  of  his  political 
ideals  and  the  qualities  of  his  statesmanship.  Idis 
record  reflects  credit  and  honor  upon  the  common- 
wealth that  has  honored  him.  Florida  numbers  him 
among  her  native  sons.  He  was  born  in  Polk  county, 
a son  of  John  W.  and  Ida  (Park)  Trammell.  The 
father,  a pioneer  of  Polk  county,  was  a prominent 
farmer  and  cattleman  and  also  one  of  the  political 
leaders  of  the  state.  Lie  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
in  1887,  1889  and  1891  and  was  one  of  the  foremost 
factors  in  the  early  development  of  Florida.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

In  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county  Gov- 
ernor Trammell  acquired  his  early  education  and 
later  attended  the  Cumberland  University  of  Lebanon, 
Tennessee,  in  which  he  completed  a law  course  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  May,  1899.  ITe 
earned  the  money  necessary  to  defray  his  expenses 
while  in  school  and  early  displayed  that  spirit  of  de- 
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termination  which  grows  stronger  in  the  face  of  dis- 
couragement and  difficulties.  After  winning  his  degree 
Governor  Trammell  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law 
at  Lakeland,  Florida,  and  while  there  residing  first 
became  identified  with  public  life,  winning  election  to 
the  office  of  mayor  of  that  city  when  but  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  He  served  for  two  terms,  his  adminis- 
tration being  marked  by  able,  far-sighted  and  construc- 
tive methods,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  was 
sent  from  his  district  to  the  Florida  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. After  two  years  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate  for  a term  of  four  years  and  was  made 
president  of  that  body  in  1905,  his  work  in  the  office 
presaging  his  present  progressive  services  as  governor. 
At  the  age  of  thirty-two  he  was  elected  attorney  gen- 
eral of  Florida  and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years,  in  which  connection  a local  paper  wrote : “Mr. 
Trammell  has  stood  from  the  first  for  publicity  in  all 
public  affairs.  He  advocates  the  advertising  of  any 
projected  sale  of  large  tracts  of  land  and  has  intro- 
duced a number  of  resolutions  requiring  monthly  re- 
ports and  other  data  to  be  furnished  to  the  internal 
improvement  trustees.  In  the  early  part  of  his  term 
he  offered  a resolution  to  discontinue  the  employment 
of  a regular  attorney  by  the  trustees,  and  another  to 
prohibit  any  paid  agent,  employe  or  attorney  of  the 
trustees  from  getting  any  commission  or  compensa- 
tion from  the  purchasers  of  public  lands.  On  the 
pardoning  board  Mr.  Trammell  takes  the  position  that 
every  application  should  have  thorough  investigation 
and  that,  while  justice  should  be  tempered  with  mercy, 
the  law-abiding  must  be  remembered  as  well  as  the 
law-breaker.” 

During  all  of  these  years  Governor  Trammell’s 
political  prominence  had  been  waxing  greater  until  he 
became  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  and 
influential  factors  in  the  public  life  of  the  state.  His 
efficient  work  and  far-sighted  policy  in  various  im- 
portant positions  of  public  trust  and  his  high  ideals  of 
public  morality  were  recognized  and  rewarded  when 
in  the  election  of  1912  he  was  chosen  as  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  Florida  on  the  democratic  ticket.  He  was 
inaugurated  governor  January  7,  1913,  for  a term  of 
four  years  and  the  following  April  transmitted  his 
first  message  to  the  legislature.  This  message,  prob- 
ably the  most  concise  resume  of  the  present  conditions 
and  future  needs  of  the  state  ever  submitted  to  the 
legislative  body  of  Florida,  expressed  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  cooperate  with  the  legislature  in  every  effort 
looking  to  the  prosperity,  health  and  happiness  of  the 
people  of  Florida.  Among  the  recommendations  of  a 
progressive  nature  deemed  conducive  to  more  rapid 
development  were  the  abolition  of  the  convict  lease  sys- 
tem, the  equipment  of  the  state  prison  farm,  a fund 
to  guarantee  bank  deposits,  a corrupt  practice  act,  di- 
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rect  election  of  United  States  senators,  enlargement  of 
the  facilities  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  protection 
to  the  cattle  industry,  the  muzzling  of  the  lobbyist,  pub- 
lic school  libraries  and  the  repeal  of  railway  land  grants 
law.  He  also  made  an  especially  strong  plea  in  favor 
of  a statewide  movement  for  good  roads  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a state  road  commission  to  insure  the 
construction  of  public  highways  along  substantial, 
economical  and  systematic  lines,  and  submitting  his 
conviction  that  no  one  thing  would  add  more  to  the 
comfort,  convenience  and  material  advancement  of 
the  state  than  a thorough  system  of  good  roads. 

On  the  2 1 st  of  October,  1901,  Governor  Trammell 
was  married  to  Miss  Virginia  Darby,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  C.  Darby,  of  Lakeland,  a prominent  merchant 
and  orange  grower.  Fraternally  the  Governor  is  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  Every  step  in  his  career  has  been  one 
of  orderly  progression,  bringing  him  a broader  out- 
look and  wider  opportunities.  The  people  have 
recognized  his  merit  and  ability  and  have  accorded  him 
honors  and  distinction.  In  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  governor  he  has  gone  beyond  the  field  of  politics 
into  the  realms  of  statesmanship,  making  expediency 
secondary  to  honor  and  public  righteousness  and  the 
claims  of  self-interest  entirely  subsidiary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people  and  the  general  advancement  of  the 
commonwealth. 


JAMES  M.  JACKSON,  M.  D. 

In  a history  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Miami  it  is 
important  that  mention  be  made  of  Dr.  James  M. 
Jackson,  who  was  a pioneer  physician  in  the  city  and 
who  has  for  the  past  seventeen  years  been  in  the  suc- 
cessful practice  of  his  profession  here.  He  was  born 
in  Hamilton  county,  Florida,  April  10,  1866,  and  is  a 
son  of  Dr.  James  M.  Jackson,  who  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  and  who  was  graduated  from  one  of  the 
first  medical  colleges  in  New  Orleans,  the  establish- 
ment of  the  institution  having  antedated  that  of  Tulane 
University.  He  practiced  medicine  in  the  state  of 
Florida  for  nearly  half  a century,  dying  at  the  home  of 
his  son,  the  subject  of  this  review,  in  Miami,  on  the 
9th  of  May,  1911,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Dr. 
James  M.  Jackson,  Sr.,  served  through  the  entire 
Civil  war  in  the  Confederate  army,  first  as  a private 
and  then  as  surgeon.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maid- 
enhood Miss  Mary  Glenn  Shands,  was  born  in  Spar- 
tanburg, South  Carolina,  and  died  March  30,  1907,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

Dr.  James  M.  Jackson  of  this  review  was  the  only 
child  born  to  his  parents.  He  was  reared  in  Bronson, 


Levy  county,  Florida,  and  acquired  his  early  education 
in  the  East  Florida  Seminary  at  Gainesville.  He  later 
entered  Emory  College  at  Oxford,  Georgia,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1884,  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.,  immediately  afterward  beginning  the  study  of 
medicine.  He  worked  for  some  time  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  his  father  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  New  York  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1887.  From  that  time  to  the 
present  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  the  state  of  Florida  and  has  gained 
widespread  distinction  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor. 
After  practicing  for  eight  years  as  an  associate  of  his 
father  at  Bronson  he  came  in  1896  to  Miami  and  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  the  city,  for  in  the  same  year  the 
railroad  was  completed  to  the  town  site  and  the  com- 
munity sprang  into  existence.  Dr.  Jackson  has  prac- 
ticed his  profession  with  marked  success  in  Miami 
since  that  time  and  today  occupies  a prominent  place 
among  physicians  and  surgeons.  He  has  gained  recog- 
nition as  one  of  the  most  able  practitioners  in  this 
section  of  the  state  and  by  his  labors,  his  high  profes- 
sional attainments  and  his  sterling  characteristics  has 
justified  the  respect  and  confidence  in  which  he  is  held 
by  the  medical  fraternity  and  the  general  public.  He 
is  a member  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
ex-president  of  the  Florida  State  and  the  Southern 
States  Medical  Societies.  He  is  in  addition  a member 
and  ex-president  of  the  Dade  County  Medical  Associ- 
ation and  is  now  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Florida  East 
Coast  Railway  Extension  Hospital. 

Dr.  Jackson  married,  October  3,  1894,  Miss  Ethel 
Barco,  of  Bronson,  and  they  have  two  daughters : 
Ethel,  aged  fourteen ; and  Mary  Helen,  ten  years  of 
age.  Dr.  Jackson  is  well  known  in  social  circles  of 
Miami,  being  a member  of  the  Biscayne  Bay  Yacht 
Club,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  fleet  surgeon.  He 
is  a Master  Mason,  acting  as  worshipful  master  of  the 
first  Masonic  lodge  in  Miami,  and  a Knight  Templar 
and  is  besides  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  many 
years  of  residence  in  this  city  have  made  him  widely 
and  favorably  known  here,  while  his  ability  places  him 
in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity. 


ELMORE  LIVINGSTON  POTTER. 

Hotel  interests  in  Volusia  county  are  worthily  rep- 
resented by  Elmore  Livingston  Potter,  proprietor  of 
the  Clarendon  in  Seabreeze  and  president  of  the  oper- 
ating company.  He  was  born  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio, 
and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  city  and  afterward  attended  the  Ohio 
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Wesleyan  University  in  Delaware.  After  laying  aside 
his  books  he  came  to  Florida,  locating  in  Daytona  in 
1898.  He  has  since  been  identified  with  hotel  inter- 
ests here  and  has  founded  a conspicuous  success  in 
this  line  of  work  upon  ability  and  experience.  Fie 
purchased  upon  coming  here  The  Clarendon  and  1 he 
Breakers  in  Seabreeze,  which  on  February  14,  1909, 
were  destroyed  by  fire.  One  year  from  that  date  work 
was  begun  on  the  new  Clarendon,  on  the  site  of  the 
old  hostelry,  and  in  the  same  year  the  building  was 
completed.  It  is  a notable  addition  to  the  tourists’ 
hotels  of  Florida,  being  the  finest  institution  of  its  kind 
south  of  the  Mason  and  Dixon  line.  The  building 
is  of  the  Spanish  type,  spacious  in  plan  and  of  a design 
appropriate  to  the  climate  and  surroundings  and  very 
attractive  to  the  eye.  The  material  employed  is  re- 
inforced concrete,  making  the  Clarendon  throughout 
absolutely  fireproof.  In  the  equipment  of  the  hotel 
every  detail  has  been  provided  to  insure  the  safety  and 
comfort  of  the  guests  and  nothing  has  been  overlooked 
which  might  add  to  their  enjoyment.  There  are  music 
rooms,  ballrooms,  billiard  rooms  and  bowling  alleys 
indoors,  while  outdoor  amusements  provided  include 
tennis,  golf,  horseback  riding,  automobiling,  yachting, 
fishing,  hunting,  surf  bathing  and,  in  fact,  every  kind 
of  amusement  known  to  resort  hotels  of  the  higher 
class.  Guides  and  experienced  hunters  with  thor- 
oughly trained  deerhounds,  bear  and  bird  dogs  are 
always  on  hand  to  conduct  parties  fond  of  this  kind 
of  sport,  and  for  lovers  of  automobiling  there  is  the 
greatest  automobile  speedway  in  the  world  and  there 
are  many  miles  of  good  motor  roads  through  the  coun- 
try. In  addition  to  this  there  is  usually  a one  or  two 
passenger  aeroplane  or  hydroplane  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Hotel  Clarendon  guests.  Every  room  has  hot  and 
cold  running  water,  steam  heat  and  a telephone,  while 
the  hotel  is  supplied  with  a very  adequate  electric 
elevator  service.  In  addition  there  are  connected  with 
the  hotel  Turkish  baths,  and  manicuring  and  hair 
dressing  parlors.  Mr.  Potter  is  also  connected  with 
the  Van  Noys  Hotel  in  Los  Angeles  and  president  of 
the  E.  L.  Potter  Hotel  Company  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Potter  married  Miss  Jessie  Buell,  of  Evanston, 
Illinois,  a daughter  of  Augustus  C.  and  Helen  (Slo- 
cum) Buell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  have  one  daughter, 
Helen  Buell.  In  Seabreeze  and  Daytona  Mr.  Potter’s 
name  stands  as  a synonym  for  all  that  is  up-to-date, 
efficient  and  modern  in  hotel  operation.  He  has  been 
successful  in  the  management  of  the  new  Clarendon 
and  has  made  it  one  of  the  finest  resort  hotels  in  the 
south,  because  he  understands  the  business  with  which 
he  is  connected  in  principle  and  detail  and  because 
he  is  in  addition  a careful,  conservative  and  far-sighted 
man,  possessed  of  an  initiative  power  and  a great 
organizing  ability.  The  institution  which  he  founded 


and  developed  is  a valuable  addition  to  one  of  the 
greatest  business  interests  of  Florida  and  his  activities 
have  been  forces  in  the  substantial  growth  and  progress 
of  the  community  where  he  makes  his  home. 


JOHN  S.  TAYLOR,  Jr. 

John  S.  Taylor,  Jr.,  is  one  of  the  old-time  residents 
of  Pinellas  county,  in  which  he  has  made  his  home 
since  the  age  of  seven  years.  His  business  activity 
has  covered  farming  and  stock-raising  and  he  has  also 
been  prominent  in  political  circles.  He  was  born  in 
Hernando  county,  Florida,  October  12,  1844,  a son 
John  S.  and  Margaret  Ann  (Carter)  Taylor,  who 
were  natives  of  Georgia,  although  they  were  married 
in  Florida.  The  father,  born  in  1813,  came  to  this 
state  about  1830,  and  Mrs.  Taylor  arrived  about  the 
same  time.  They  resided  in  Columbia  county,  near 
Lake  City,  and  afterward  removed  to  Alachua  county. 
Subsequently  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Hernando 
county,  near  Brooksville,  where  Mrs.  Taylor  passed 
away  when  her  son  John  was  about  seven  years  of  age. 
The  father  afterward  brought  his  three  children  to 
Pinellas  county,  leaving  them  with  his  father,  Wil- 
liam Taylor,  who  was  a native  of  Georgia.  Both  the 
grandfather  and  the  father  died  in  this  district.  The 
former  was  a farmer  and  stockman  and  the  latter  was 
a merchant  in  his  early  life,  while  residing  in  Alachua 
county,  but  later  engaged  in  farming,  stock-raising  and 
fruit  growing.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
There  were  three  children  by  his  first  marriage:  John 
S. ; William  J.,  now  deceased ; and  Margaret  Ann,  the 
widow  of  Benjamin  Campbell,  of  Seminole.  After 
losing  his  first  wife  the  father  married  again,  and  by 
that  union  there  was  a daughter,  Nancy  Elizabeth, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  McMullen,  of  Largo, 
Florida. 

As  previously  stated,  John  S.  Taylor  has  resided 
continuously  in  Pinellas  county  from  the  age  of  seven 
years  and  has  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  growth 
and  progress  of  the  state  and  an  active  participant  in 
its  welfare.  He  served  as  major  in  the  Civil  war, 
under  Captain  J.  W.  Pearsons,  from  1862  until  the 
close  of  hostilities  and  was  on  detail  duty  for  a part 
of  the  time,  remaining  throughout  the  entire  period 
in  Florida. 

In  1867  Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Georgia  A.  Harn,  a native  of  this  state  and  a daughter 
of  Henry  Harn,  a pioneer  of  Bryan  county,  Georgia, 
who  took  up  his  abode  in  that  locality  about  1825,  and 
passed  away  in  Pinellas  county  in  1875.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  owned  a number  of 
slaves  prior  to  the  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have 
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had  no  children  of  their  own  but  have  reared  two 
nieces.  They  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  South,  and  Mr.  Taylor  is  also  connected 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  United  Confeder- 
ate Veterans  Camp.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  fol- 
lowed horticultural  and  agricultural  pursuits  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land 
two  miles  west  of  Belleair.  This  tract  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  his  practical  and  pro- 
gressive methods  are  evidenced  in  the  neat  appearance 
of  the  place. 

At  various  times  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  active  in  polit- 
ical circles.  After  the  reconstruction  days  and  dur- 
ing the  first  democratic  administration  in  the  county 
he  served  for  two  years  on  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners. He  was  also  appointed  on  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  roads  and  bridges,  but  that  office  was 
abolished  by  the  legislature  the  following  year,  die 
board  of  commissioners  taking  over  its  duties.  In 
the  fall  of  1884  Mr.  Taylor  was  elected  to  the  lower 
house  of  the  state  legislature  and  served  for  one  term, 
representing  the  western  part  of  Hillsboro  county. 
He  has  ever  sought  to  advance  the  welfare  and  up- 
building of  the  section  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives, 
and  his  labors  have  been  potent  factors  for  good,  re- 
sulting in  benefit  along  many  lines.  He  is  known  as 
an  active,  aggressive  citizen,  an  enterprising  and  reli- 
able business  man,  and  one  who'  in  social  relations 
wins  the  warm  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact 


W.  R.  ROWLAND. 

W.  R.  Rowland,  of  St.  Petersburg,  is  now  filling 
the  office  of  county  attorney  of  Pinellas  county  and 
moreover  is  the  oldest  attorney  in  years  of  continuous 
connection  with  the  profession  in  the  county.  His 
ability  as  a member  of  the  bar  is  recognized  by  all 
and  in  the  trial  of  cases  he  has  proven  resourceful, 
at  the  same  time  giving  evidence  that  he  is  thor- 
oughly grounded  in  the  basic  principles  of  the  law. 
He  was  born  in  Gainesville,  Georgia,  August  4,  1864, 
and  is  a son  of  William  R.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
(Johnson)  Rowland,  the  former  a native  of  Ander- 
son, North  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Georgia.  They 
were  married  in  the  Empire  State  of  the  South,  the 
father  engaging  much  of  the  time  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness. He  served  for  two  years  in  the  Civil  war  as 
a member  of  a Georgia  regiment  and  is  now  living  in 
Gainesville  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  but  his 
wife  passed  away  twelve  years  ago. 

W.  R.  Rowland,  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  sons, 
remained  at  Gainesville,  Georgia,  until  twenty-one 


years  of  age  and  supplemented  his  education,  acquired 
in  private  schools,  by  study  in  Gainesville  College. 
He  also  spent  two  years  in  the  Tennessee  Law  School 
and  for  a time  was  a student  in  the  law  office  of  S.  G. 
Heiskell,  of  Knoxville,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1896.  He  then  practiced  for  a time  in  Chat- 
tanooga and  for  ten  years  has  been  actively  connected 
with  the  Florida  bar.  It  was  feared  that  he  had  a 
tubercular  condition  when  he  came  to  this  state,  but 
under  the  influences  of  the  sunny  clime  of  Florida  he 
at  once  began  to  improve  in  health  and  during  the 
first  year  gained  forty  pounds.  For  eight  years  he 
was  a resident  of  Tampa  and  has  made  his  home  in 
Pinellas  county  since  its  organization.  He  canvassed 
the  county  to  learn  public  opinion  upon  the  question 
of  organization  and  took  an  active  and  helpful  part 
in  the  creation  of  the  county.  He  had  previously 
served  as  city  attorney  of  Tampa  from  June,  1909, 
until  June,  1911,  under  the  Wing  administration  and 
had  been  attorney  of  Pinellas  county  since  its  organ- 
ization. He  is  a member  of  the  County  and  State 
Bar  Associations  and  the  American  Bar  Association, 
and  is  recognized  as  a lawyer  of  ability  who  holds  to 
high  professional  standards,  and  has  gained  distinc- 
tion and  success  through  his  clear  and  wise  applica- 
tion of  the  law  points  in  litigation.  In  politics  he  has 
been  a lifelong  democrat. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1886,  Mr.  Rowland  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Tardy,  who  is 
a representative  of  old  southern  families,  and  during 
the  period  of  his  residence  in  Florida  he  has  demon- 
strated his  personal  worth  and  given  evidence  of  his 
acquired  ability  in  the  line  of  his  profession — ability 
that  has  enabled  him  to  successfully  solve  many  in- 
tricate law  problems  and  so  present  his  cases  as  to 
win  the  verdict  desired. 


EDWARD  C.  ROMFH. 

Edward  C.  Romfh,  one  of  the  leading  financiers 
of  Miami,  is  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  and 
has  been  connected  with  financial  interests  here  since 
the  foundation  of  the  city.  He  has  made  steady  and 
rapid  advancement  through  the  years,  being  a man  of 
initiative  and  power,  and  he  has  today  gained  a posi- 
tion of  distinctive  precedence.  He  was  born  in  Cam- 
den, Arkansas,  February  8,  1880,  and  is  a son  of 
George  B.  and  Elvira  Virginia  (Jordan)  Romfh. 
The  father  is  a native  of  Alabama  and  afterward 
moved  to  Florida,  locating  at  Altoona,  whence  in 
1888  he  removed  to  Titusville.  Seven  years  later 
the  family  went  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  but  after  a resi- 
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dence  of  six  months  there  returned  to  Florida,  locat- 
ing at  Melbourne. 

Edward  C.  Romfh  accompanied  his  parents  in  their 
various  removals,  acquiring  his  education  principally 
in  the  Florida  public  schools.  In  1896  he  became 
associated  with  his  brother,  Eugene  B.  Romfh,  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  West  Palm  Beach  but  after 
less  than  a year  they  moved  to  Nacogdoches,  Texas. 
On  the  1 st  of  August,  1898,  Edward  C.  Romfh  re- 
turned to  Florida  and  located  at  Miami,  where  he 
has  resided  since  pioneer  times,  becoming  united  with 
many  important  phases  of  the  city’s  development  and 
progress.  Throughout  the  thirteen  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  has  been  identified  with  the  banking 
business,  first  becoming  connected  with  the  Bank  of 
Biscayne,  which  he  entered  in  1898  as  bookkeeper. 
In  1902,  after  four  years,  he  was  made  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  and  held  that  position  for  eight 
years,  winning  promotion  in  1910  to  the  office  of  presi- 
dent. Since  then  he  has  aided  materially  in  keeping 
the  institution  upon  a sound  financial  basis  and  has 
been  an  active  and  prominent  factor  in  its  substantial 
growth.  Lie  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing financiers  in  this  section  of  the  state  and  has 
earned  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  as  a care- 
ful man  of  business,  his  honorable  methods  having 
won  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  associates 
and  friends.  He  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Miami  Savings  Bank  and  also  treasurer  of  the  Miami 
Telephone  Company. 

On  January  26,  1905,  Mr.  Romfh  married  Miss 
Marie  Antoinette  de  Camp,  a native  of  Greenville, 
South  Carolina,  but  at  that  time  a resident  of  Miami. 
They  have  two  sons:  Edward  C.,  Jr.,  who  is  five 

years  of  age;  and  Lawrence  de  Camp,  aged  three 
years.  Mr.  Romfh  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
history  of  Miami  from  an  early  period  in  its  develop- 
ment and  has  done  much  to  advance  its  material  in- 
terests. A man  of  liberal  views  and  of  strict  integ- 
rity, he  is  honored  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
and  pioneer  residents  of  this  community. 


JOHN  SEYBOLD. 

The  career  of  John  Seybold  ofifers  a splendid  ex- 
ample of  the  value  of  initiative,  energy  and  persever- 
ance in  the  accomplishment  of  success,  for  by  these 
qualities,  combined  with  his  faculty  for  recognizing 
and  using  opportunities,  he  has  worked  his  way  stead- 
ily upward  in  the  business  world,  being  today  in  con- 
trol of  the  largest  bakery  in  Miami  and  one  of  the 
largest  in  this  section  of  the  state.  His  name  stands 
for  progress,  enterprise  and  advancement,  for  high 


business  standards,  modern  business  methods,  and  for 
a thorough  and  complete  understanding  of  everything 
relating  to  the  baking  business.  He  is,  moreover,  a 
central  figure  in  general  business  circles  of  the  city, 
where  his  wealth,  always  well  used,  and  his  success, 
which  has  been  worthily  attained,  have  made  him 
prominent  and  important  as  a factor  in  general  ad- 
vancement. Mr.  Seybold  was  born  in  Wurttemberg, 
Germany,  September  14,  1872,  and  is  a son  of  Bern- 
hard  and  Fredericka  Seybold,  both  of  whom  still 
reside  in  the  fatherland. 

John  Seybold  was  reared  in  Germany  and  there 
acquired  a public-school  education.  In  1889,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America 
and  located  first  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he 
spent  two  years  engaged  in  learning  the  baker’s  trade. 
In  1892  he  came  to  Florida  and  for  a time  was  em- 
ployed as  a journeyman  baker,  first  at  St.  Augustine 
and  later  "at  Palatka.  In  1894  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  the  latter  city  but  after  the  dev- 
astating frost  of  1895  business  conditions  there  were 
greatly  affected  and  he  decided  to  go  farther  south. 
Proceeding  to  West  Palm  Beach,  he  there  conducted 
a bakery  for  about  one  year  but  no  sooner  had  the 
railroad  been  completed  to  Miami  and  the  town 
founded  than  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new 
community.  He  arrived  here  on  the  28th  of  April, 
1896,  and  was  therefore  one  of  the  first  business  men 
in  the  city.  Flowever,  he  found  on  his  arrival  that 
there  were  already  two  or  three  other  bakers  and 
considering  the  field  overcrowded,  he  determined  to 
turn  his  attention  to  some  other  line  of  endeavor. 
Accordingly,  he  started  a lunch  counter,  the  first  busi- 
ness of  that  kind  in  Miami,  and  after  conducting  it 
successfully  for  a short  time  sold  the  enterprise,  tak- 
ing in  payment  a note.  During  the  brief  period  of 
idleness  following  this  transaction  Mr.  Seybold  bor- 
rowed a gun  and  went  upon  a hunting  expedition, 
accompanied  by  a friend.  While  he  was  gone  fire 
broke  out  in  Miami  and  the  entire  city  was  destroyed, 
the  lunch  room  burning  up  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
business  section.  All  of  Mr.  Seybold’s  personal  prop- 
erty was  destroyed,  including  the  clothes  which  he 
had  left  behind.  As  a result  of  the  fire  the  purchaser 
of  his  lunch  room  was  unable  to  pay  his  note  and 
Mr.  Seybold  found  himself  with  nothing  in  the  world 
but  the  rough  hunting  clothes  upon  his  back.  The 
outlook  was  discouraging  for  he  had  no  money  and 
the  only  business  with  which  he  was  thoroughly  famil- 
iar was  not  then  a lucrative  one  in  Miami.  He  accord- 
ingly left  the  city  and  went  to  Jacksonville,  where 
upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-Anterican  war,  the 
army  was  encamped  for  some  time.  Taking  advan- 
tage of  this  fact,  Mr.  Seybold  baked  pies  for  the 
soldiers  and  was  so  successful  in  this  venture  that 
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he  made  about  two  thousand  dollars  in  a short  time. 
This  money,  however,  he  subsequently  lost  in  new 
business  ventures  and  in  1899  returned  to  Miami  with 
very  little  more  than  he  had  when  he  left  the  city. 
He  has  since  remained  here  and  his  present  prom- 
inence is  a proof  of  the  excellent  results  which  have 
attended  his  well  directed  labors.  He  bought  on 
credit  a small  bakery  and  centered  his  attention  upon 
making  his  fortune  with  the  result  that  he  soon  se- 
cured a large  and  representative  patronage  and  his 
business  expanded  rapidly  until  it  is  today  one  of  the 
most  important  in  this  part  of  Florida.  The  store  is 
located  on  Twelfth  street,  the  city’s  main  business 
thoroughfare,  and  is  upon  a fine  business  property 
with  a frontage  of  fifty  feet  on  that  street  and  extend- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Eleventh  street  for  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  feet.  The  building  is  a modern  two- 
story  concrete  block  structure  erected  by  Mr.  Sey- 
bold  and  in  it  is  found  large  ice  cream  parlors,  an 
excellent  soda  fountain  and  a bakery  with  a capacity 
of  several  thousand  loaves  a day.  The  goods  sold 
here  are  always  fresh,  wholesome  and  thoroughly 
pure,  baked  according  to  the  most  sanitary  methods, 
nothing  being  left  undone  which  makes  for  high 
quality  and  purity.  Mr.  Seybold  always  follows  the 
most  modern  business  methods  and  his  progressive 
spirit  is  constantly  evidenced  in  the  way  his  large 
concern  is  managed,  for  he  has  achieved  that  perfec- 
tion of  detail  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  effective 
work.  In  the  garage  upon  his  property  are  found 
four  motor  trucks  in  which  his  goods  are  delivered 
to  his  many  customers  and  there  also  is  his  own  pri- 
vate automobile,  for  he  is  an  enthusiastic  motorist. 
Naturally,  in  the  course  of  years  Mr.  Seybold’s  suc- 
cess and  prominence  have  carried  him  forward  into 
important  relations  with  the  general  business  life 
of  Miami,  where  he  is  recognized  as  a man  of  initia- 
tive, energy  and  resource,  possessed  of  the  unflagging 
determination  which  eventually  overcomes  all  obsta- 
cles and  the  ability  which  commands  opportunity. 
He  is  a director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Miami 
and  prominent  also  in  other  important  business  enter- 
prises in  the  city. 

In  1902  Mr.  Seybold  married  Miss  Ellen  Freedland 
and  they  have  three  children:  Helen,  who  is  seven 

years  of  age;  William,  aged  six;  and  Constance,  aged 
two.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seybold  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  are  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed in  Miami,  where  they  have  an  extensive 
circle  of  friends.  Fraternally  Mr.  Seybold  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  In  the  course  of  his  long  residence 
here  he  has  proved  himself  a valuable  addition  to  the 
ranks  of  energetic  and  progressive  citizens,  his  splen- 
did success  in  the  building  up  of  his  large  concern 


being  recognized  as  an  important  contribution  to 
the  present  wealth  and  the  future  prominence  of  the 
community. 


JEPTHA  VINING  HARRIS,  Jr. 

At  the  foot  of  Duval  street  and  with  the  broad 
expanse  of  the  waters  of  the  gulf  of  Mexico  before 
it,  stands  the  home  of  Jeptha  Vining  Harris,  Jr.  The 
structure,  of  unique  and  attractive  design,  is  built  of 
brick  and  concrete  and  is  surrounded  with  magnificent 
lawn  and  flower  beds.  By  many  it  is  regarded  as  the 
most  beautiful  home  of  Key  West.  Hither  Mr.  Harris 
retires  at  the  close  of  busy  days  spent  with  clients  or  in 
the  courts,  for  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  Florida 
bar  and  possesses  comprehensive  knowledge  of  legal 
principles,  in  the  application  of  which  he  is  seldom  if 
ever  at  fault.  He  was  born  in  Columbus,  Mississippi, 
May  4,  1865,  a son  of  Dr.  Jeptha  Vining  Harris,  who 
has  been  a distinguished  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Key  West  since  the  early  ’70s,  prominently  con- 
nected with  many  events  which  have  shaped  the  history 
of  the  island  city  and  of  the  state.  Before  coming  to 
Florida  he  served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  a member 
of  the  Confederate  army,  which  he  entered  as  a private 
but  later  became  a surgeon.  He  was  a physician  by 
profession  and  for  a third  of  a century  remained  in 
the  active  practice  of  medicine  in  Key  West,  but  is  now 
living  retired,  having  put  aside  further  professional 
cares.  In  all  the  years  of  his  residence  here  he  has 
also  figured  prominently  in  connection  with  events  of 
public  importance,  and  his  official  record  is  one  over 
which  there  falls  not  the  least  shadow  of  wrong  or 
suspicion  of  evil.  For  several  years  he  served  in  the 
state  legislature,  being  a member  of  both  the  upper 
and  lower  houses,  and  he  was  also  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  the  port  of  Key  West  from  1885  until  1889, 
filling  the  position  under  appointment  of  Grover  Cleve- 
land. For  a number  of  years  he  acted  as  county 
superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  in  various 
other  ways  he  has  furthered  public  progress  along  lines 
of  intellectual,  material,  political  and  moral  develop- 
ment. 

Jeptha  Vining  Harris,  Jr.,  was  a lad  of  about  six 
years  when  his  parents  came  to  Key  West,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  and  private  schools  here  and 
later  he  entered  the  East  Florida  Seminary  at  Gaines- 
ville, in  which  he  completed  the  full  course  by  gradu- 
ation when  but  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  received  an 
appointment  to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis,  Maryland,  but  after  pursuing  his  studies 
there  for  a year  he  resigned  in  order  to  prepare  for 
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a professional  career.  In  1885  he  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  Tulare  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1886.  He  was  soon  afterward  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  the  Crescent  city  and  then,  returning  to 
Key  West,  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of 
Florida.  Within  a short  space  of  time  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  G.  Bowne  Patterson  and  the  firm, 
under  the  style  of  Patterson  & Harris,  maintained  a 
continuous  existence  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century, 
or  until  1911,  and  during  that  period  enjoyed  a reputa- 
tion as  one  of  the  strongest  legal  firms  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  state.  In  1895,  by  appointment,  Mr.  Harris 
was  made  prosecuting  attorney  for  Monroe  county, 
Florida,  and  held  the  office  without  interruption  for 
sixteen  years,  a record  most  creditable,  as  it  indicates 
his  capability  and  his  fidelity  to  duty.  He  has  argued 
many  cases  and  lost  but  few.  No  one  better  knows 
the  necessity  for  thorough  preparation  and  no  one  more 
industriously  prepares  his  cases  than  Mr.  Harris.  His 
course  in  the  courtroom  is  characterized  by  a calm- 
,ness  and  dignity  that  indicate  reserve  strength.  His 
analysis  of  the  facts  is  clear  and  exhaustive  and  he 
sees  without  effort  their  relation  and  dependence  and 
so  groups  them  as  to  enable  him  to  throw  their  com- 
bined force  upon  the  point  they  tend  to  prove.  Mr. 
Harris  is  a valued  member  of  the  Key  West  Bar  Asso- 
ciation and  of  the  Florida  State  Bar  Association.  He 
also  has  business  interests  aside  from  his  profession, 
being  a director  of  the  Island  City  Bank  and  a director 
in  and  attorney  for  the  firm  of  William  Curry’s  Sons. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1892,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Harris  and  Miss  Florida  E.  Curry,  a daughter  of 
the  late  William  Curry,  the  well  known  and  honored 
merchant  of  Key  West  who  founded  the  extensive  mer- 
cantile house  of  William  Curry’s  Sons.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harris  have  an  only  daughter,  Marian  E.  Harris,  an 
accomplished  young  lady  who  was  educated  in  the 
convent  at  Key  West  and  in  Miss  Wright’s  School  for 
young  ladies  at  Bryn  Mawr.  The  Harris  home  is  not 
only  one  of  the  most  beautiful  but  also  one  of  the 
most  hospitable  of  the  city.  It  is  a palatial  residence, 
in  size  and  furnishings,  which  was  designed  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harris,  who  also  made  the  plans  for  the 
adornment  of  the  adjacent  grounds.  The  building  was 
completed  in  1899  and  has  since  been  the  scene  of 
many  attractive  social  functions. 

Mr.  Harris  is  a member  of  the  Key  West  Board 
of  Trade  and  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is 
interested  in  all  the  projects  put  forth  by  those  or- 
ganizations for  the  upbuilding  and  betterment  of  the 
city.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  his  political  belief  is  that  of  the  democratic 
party.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons 
and  the  Elks,  and  something  of  the  nature  of  his  recre- 
ation is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  is  the  present 


commodore  of  the  Key  West  Yacht  Club.  He  is  not 
only  deserving  of  mention  in  this  volume  as  a repre- 
sentative of  a prominent  southern  family  but  also  as 
a citizen  whose  ideals  of  life  are  high  and  whose  activi- 
ties have  been  an  element  in  upholding  the  political 
and  legal  status  of  the  city  and  in  furthering  its  social 
and  moral  development. 


JUDGE  JOHN  MOSES  CHENEY. 

Judge  John  Moses  Cheney,  who  has  recently  re- 
tired from  the  United  States  district  bench  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  private  practice  of  law  in  Jacksonville, 
is  numbered  among  the  standard-bearers  of  the  repub- 
lican party  in  the  state  and  is  one  who,  although 
stanchly  advocating  the  principles  in  which  he  believes, 
ever  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  even 
his  political  opponents,  for  his  record  in  public  life  is 
unassailable,  being  characterized  by  unflagging  devo- 
tion to  the  general  good,  while  partisanship  and  per- 
sonal aggrandizement  are  always  made  subservient 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  majority.  A native  of 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  lie  was  born  January  6,  1859, 
and  is  a son  of  Joseph  Y.  and  Juliette  (McNab) 
Cheney,  both  representatives  of  old  Vermont  families. 
In  the  common  schools  of  Woodville,  New  Hamp- 
shire, John  M.  Cheney  pursued  his  early  education 
and  afterward  entered  the  New  Hampton  Literary 
Institute  of  New  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1881.  In 
preparation  for  a professional  career  he  attended  the 
Boston  (Mass.)  University  Law  School,  in  which 
he  won  the  LL.  B.  degree  in  1885.  He  located  at 
Orlando,  Florida,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1886,  for 
the  practice  of  law  and  has  since  been  a representa- 
tive of  the  bar  of  this  state.  No  dreary  novitiate 
awaited  him.  His  comprehensive  knowledge  and 
ability  soon  won  recognition  that  was  manifest  in  a 
growing  clientage,  and  he  continued  actively  and  suc- 
cessfully in  the  private  practice  of  law  until  appointed 
to  the  position  of  United  States  district  judge.  In 
the  meantime,  however,  he  had  held  other  offices.  In 
1889  he  was  elected  city  attorney  of  Orlando  and  in 
1900  was  appointed  supervisor  of  census  for  Florida 
by  President  McKinley.  Higher  honors  were  conferred 
upon  him  in  1906,  when  President  Roosevelt  appointed 
him  United  States  attorney  for  the  southern  district 
of  Florida,  and  in  1910  he  was  reappointed  to  that 
position  by  President  Taft,  who  continued  him  in  the 
office  until  July,  1912,  and  then  appointed  him  United 
States  district  judge  for  the  southern  district  of  Flor- 
ida. He  took  the  oath  of  office  on  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber of  that  year  and  presided  as  judge  over  the  United 
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States  district  court  until  March  4,  1913,  when  a 
deadlock  in  the  senate  prevented  any  of  President 
Taft’s  appointees  being  confirmed.  Retiring  from  the 
bench,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1913,  at  Orlando.  His  broad  experience  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudence assure  him  a continuance  of  the  liberal  clien- 
tage which  was  given  him  before  he  entered  upon  his 
judicial  duties.  In  addition  he  has  other  connections, 
owning  a controlling  interest  in  the  Orlando  Water 
& Light  Company,  a corporation  that  supplies  the 
city  of  Orlando  with  water,  ice,  gas  and  electric 
current. 

In  Bristol,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1886,  Judge  Cheney  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Alexander,  of  that  city,  a daughter 
of  Horace  T.  Alexander.  Mrs.  Cheney  belongs  to  the 
Florida  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  is  connected  with  several  prominent 
literary  and  social  clubs.  The  children  of  this  mar- 
riage are  Miss  Glenn  A.,  Donald  A.  and  Joseph  Y. 

Judge  Cheney  has  ever  given  his  allegiance  to  the 
republican  party  and  has  been  one  of  its  foremost 
leaders  since  coming  to  this  state.  He  was  twice  a 
candidate  for  congress  in  the  second  district  of  Flor- 
ida— in  1900  and  again  in  1904,  and  in  1908  he  was 
a candidate  for  gubernatorial  honors.  His  study  of 
the  political  situation  of  the  country  is  comprehensive 
and  thorough  and  he  displays  a statesmanlike  grasp  of 
afifairs.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  Orlando 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  worshipful  mas- 
ter in  1894  ; the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  of  which  he  was 
high  priest  in  1899;  and  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Orlando 
Country  Club  and  has  attractive  social  qualities  which 
bring  him  personal  popularity,  while  his  ability  as 
a lawyer  and  judge  has  gained  him  professional 
prominence. 


FREDERICK  N.  CONRAD. 

Frederick  N.  Conrad,  recognized  as  a leader  in  fi- 
nancial and  general  business  circles  of  Daytona,  is 
cashier  of  the  Merchants  Bank  and  prominently  con- 
nected with  various  other  corporate  and  business  in- 
terests, all  important  as  factors  in  the  general  growth 
of  the  city.  He  is  a man  of  initiative,  enterprise  and 
ability  and  by  virtue  of  these  qualities  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward  in  the  business  world  until 
today  his  name  is  a synonym  for  progress  and  well 
directed  business  activity.  He  was  born  in  Seneca 
Falls,  New  York,  and  there  acquired  his  education, 
attending  public  school  and  later  an  academy,  from 


which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  Immediately  after- 
ward he  entered  a bank  as  clerk,  thus  beginning  his 
connection  with  the  banking  business,  in  which  he  has 
since  attained  prominence  and  importance.  His  resi- 
dence in  Florida  dates  from  1894,  in  which  year  he 
went  to  De  Land,  where  he  entered  the  Volusia  County 
Bank,  a connection  which  he  still  maintains.  Fie 
gained  rapid  advancement,  winning  the  regard  of  his 
associates  and  the  trust  and  confidence  of  his  superi- 
ors, and  so  conspicuous  was  his  financial  ability  that 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Daytona  branch  under 
the  name  of  the  Merchants  Bank  he  was  made  gen- 
eral manager  and  later  cashier,  a position  which  he 
still  holds  and  which  is  in  itself  a proof  of  his  abil- 
ity and  his  high  standing  in  financial  circles.  The 
Merchants  Bank  of  Daytona  was  opened  June  1,  1896, 
under  the  charter  of  the  Volusia  County  Bank,  which 
has  been  doing  business  in  the  county  for  more  than 
a quarter  of  a century.  This  latter  institution  was 
the  fourth  state  bank  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  Florida  and  has  shown  a substantial 
growth  from  the  beginning.  It  is  one  of  the  estab- 
lished depositories  for  the  state.  The  Daytona  branch 
has  had  a continuous  growth  since  its  organization,  as 
is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  board  of  directors 
which  carefully  examined  the  records  of  the  business 
for  the  year  1912  and  found  them  to  show  a very 
remarkable  increase,  the  deposits  having  grown  a 
full  one-fourth  during  the  past  twelve  months  of 
business.  On  March  27,  1913,  the  Merchants  Bank 
was  chartered  as  a separate  institution  and  began 
business  with  a paid-in  capital  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  and  a surplus  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars ; deposits  amount  to  one  million,  and  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars.  The  building  is  new  and 
represents  a value  of  thirty-seven  thousand  dollars, 
being  a fine  Indiana  sandstone  structure,  thirty-seven 
by  seventy  feet,  modern  in  every  particular  and 
equipped  with  all  the  accessories  necessary  for  the 
convenience  of  the  patrons.  In  addition  to  this  build- 
ing, which  was  erected  in  1911,  the  bank  owns  their 
old  establishment.  The  two  bank  buildings  of  the 
Volusia  County  and  the  Merchants  Banks  of  Daytona 
are  by  far  the  finest  in  the  state  of  Florida  outside 
of  those  in  the  cities  of  Jacksonville,  Pensacola  and 
Tampa,  which  have  larger  banks  and  larger  buildings 
but  none  finer  or  more  convenient.  Much  of  the 
credit  for  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  Merchants  Bank 
is  due  to  Mr.  Conrad,  who  has  given  largely  of  his 
time  and  efforts  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  institu- 
tion along  modern  lines,  his  administrative  and  execu- 
tive ability  evidencing  themselves  in  his  systematic 
work  and  his  capable  management  of  the  important 
affairs  under  his  charge.  In  addition  to  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Merchants  Bank  he  is  also  vice  president 
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of  the  Daytona  Public  Service  Company,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  organizers ; president  of  the  Conrad- 
Oates  Realty  Company ; vice  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  Arcade  Amusement  Company ; president  of  the 
Port  Orange  Development  Company ; a director  in 
the  Heard  National  Bank  of  Jacksonville;  treasurer 
of  the  Daytona  Board  of  Trade;  and  treasurer  of  the 
city  of  Daytona.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  there  is 
hardly  a phase  of  legitimate  business  activity  in  this 
section  of  the  county  in  which  he  is  not  active  and 
prominent,  for  he  possesses  the  rare  power  of  enlarg- 
ing and  extending  his  interests  without  in  any  way 
impairing  his  efficiency.  It  is  hard  to  determine  which 
of  his  many  activities  have  been  most  directly  bene- 
ficial since  all  have  been  consistently  constructive  and 
progressive. 

Mr.  Conrad  married,  in  September,  1905,  Miss  Kate 
O'Connor,  of  Minden,  Michigan,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Jean  Frances.  Fraternally  Mr.  Conrad  is 
connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Halifax  River  Yacht 
Club.  He  is  well  known  throughout  Volusia  county 
not  onlv  as  one  of  its  foremost  financiers  and  busi- 
ness men  but  also  as  a man  of  straightforward  and 
upright  character.  He  merits  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  who  know  him  and  is  numbered  among 
the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  city  and  Volusia 
county. 


RIDLEY  CURTIS  PINDER. 

Ridley  Curtis  Pinder,  who  since  1899  has  been 
connected  with  the  Mallory  Steamship  Line  in  the 
local  offices  at  Key  West,  rising  through  successive 
stages  of  progress  and  advancement  to  the  position 
of  agent,  is  a native  of  the  Bahama  islands,  born  at 
Abaco,  June  7,  1871.  Elis  parents,  Uriah  and  Elinor 
Pinder,  were  also  born  in  that  city,  but  when  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  was  still  a child  moved  to  Key 
West  where  they  continued  to  reside  during  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  October 
31,  1899,  when  he  was  seventy-three  years  of  age, 
and  the  mother  passing  away  July  21,  1897,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Ridley  Curtis 
Pinder  attended  public  school  in  Key  West,  later 
completing  a course  in  Eastman’s  Business  College 
in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  graduating  at  the  age 
of  nineteen.  Returning  home  he  obtained  employ- 
ment in  a local  commission  house  and  he  remained 
engaged  in  that  line  of  work  in  the  employ  of  others 
for  three  years  and  a half,  changing  his  position  once. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  embarked  in  the  com- 


mission business  for  himself  and  conducted  his 
enterprise  for  three  years,  securing  a large  and  repre- 
sentative patronage  in  recognition  of  his  honorable  and 
upright  business  dealings.  In  1899  he  disposed  of  his 
interests  and  entered  the  service  of  the  company  con- 
trolling the  Mallory  Steamship  Line  in  the  offices 
at  Key  West.  He  has  remained  connected  with  this 
concern  ever  since,  rising  from  the  position  of  bill- 
ing clerk  to  that  of  bookkeeper,  then  cashier,  and 
finally  on  the  rst  of  January,  1913,  winning  promo- 
tion to  the  office  of  agent,  succeeding  Robert  W. 
Southwick  in  that  position.  He  has  proved  capable, 
conscientious  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  giving  to  the  company  the  services  of  a valued 
and  trusted  representative  and  a resourceful,  far- 
sighted business  man. 

On  April  28,  1892,  Mr.  Pinder  married  Miss  Caro- 
line Elizabeth  Saunders,  also  a native  of  Abaco, 
Bahama  islands,  her  father,  William  Uriah  Saunders, 
having  been  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  that 
city.  Mrs.  Pinder  died  November  11,  1909,  leaving 
three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  as  fol- 
lows: Edna  Louise,  who  was  born  July  14,  1893; 

George  Meredith,  born  July  22,  1895 ; and  Fannie 
Elizabeth,  whose  birth  occurred  August  9,  1898.  Mr. 
Pinder  is  a member  of  the  Plymouth  Brethren  church 
and  politically  is  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party. 
He  is  not  active  as  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  attention  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
responsible  duties  entrusted  to  him,  bringing  to  their 
performance  an  intelligence,  business  ability  and  or- 
ganizing power  which  form  the  foundation  of  his 
success. 


L.  D.  SMOOT. 

In  his  position  as  chief  engineer  of  Jacksonville, 
L.  D.  Smoot  has  done  much  worthy  of  praise  in  the 
development  and  organization  of  the  system  of  pub- 
lic work  under  his  direction.  He  is  actuated  in  all 
that  he  does  by  a spirit  of  progressiveness  which, 
added  to  his  practical  and  comprehensive  professional 
knowledge,  produces  splendid  results.  Tie  is  a native 
of  the  nation’s  capital,  having  been  born  in  Wash- 
ington, August  31,  1879,  a son  of  John  D.  and  Mary 
E.  (Goldsborough)  Smoot.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington  and  in 
1896  he  entered  Cornell  University,  which  he  attended 
for  two  years.  Tie  next  became  a student  in  the 
George  Washington  University,  in  which  he  remained 
for  one  year,  acquiring  his  professional  knowledge 
in  those  two  institutions.  In  1900  he  entered  upon 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  connection 
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with  railroad  work  in  the  extension  of  electric  lines 
connecting  the  capital  city  with  its  suburbs.  He 
entered  the  depot  quartermaster’s  department  in 
Washington  and  was  given  charge  of  road  construc- 
tion around  the  signal  corps  buildings  at  Fort  Meyer, 
Virginia.  Returning  to  the  District  of  Columbia, 
he  was  connected  with  municipal  engineering  in  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  department,  there  remaining  for 
ten  years.  On  the  9th  of  October,  1911,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  board  of  bond  trustees  of  Jack- 
sonville, Florida,  to  the  position  of  chief  engineer  of 
the  city,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since  acceptably 
served.  During  his  sojourn  here  he  has  principally 
been  engaged  in  making  topographical  surveys,  in  es- 
tablishing street  and  grade  improvements,  and  in 
making  plans  for  drainage,  sewer  and  water  exten- 
sions. He  is  also  the  author  if  a plan  to  place  all 
electric  light  and  power  lines  in  the  business  section 
underground  and  bring  about  an  entire  reorganization 
of  all  the  seven  branches  to  be  placed  under  his 
supervision.  He  has  about  eighty  engineers  under 
his  control  in  all  departments  and  has  each  branch 
of  the  business  carefully  systematized.  He  is  mak- 
ing great  strides  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  and  all 
the  departments  and  has  already  accomplished  sub- 
stantial good. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1900,  Mr.  Smoot  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Loraine  P.  Williamson, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  they  have  four  sons : Lloyd  D., 

John  Alden,  Kenneth  McLean  and  Williamson.  Dur- 
ing his  college  days  Mr.  Smoot  became  a member  of 
the  Sigma  Chi  and  he  is  a member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  He  is  both  an  Elk  and 
a Mason.  He  has  made  continuous  advancement  in 
his  profession  and  with  his  increasing  ability  has 
reached  an  enviable  and  responsible  position  as  chief 
engineer  of  Jacksonville. 


JOHN  JAMES  UPCHURCH. 

Since  Elorida  became  a center  of  interest  to  enter- 
prising business  men  many  decades  ago,  the  lumber 
industry  has  been  one  of  its  chief  sources  of  wealth, 
and  among  those  who  have  made  their  fortunes  in  the 
conduct  of  the  lumber  business  or  subsidiary  interests 
is  John  James  Upchurch,  of  Jacksonville.  He  is  a man 
of  keen  enterprise  who  has  readily  recognized  and 
utilized  opportunities  that  others  have  passed  heed- 
lessly by.  His  life  history  is  the  story  of  an  orderly 
progression  under  the  steady  hand  of  one  who  is  a 
consistent  master  of  himself  and  whose  organism  is 
harmonious  and  well  balanced.  He  possesses  also  a 
strong  character  and  one  that  inspires  confidence  in 


others.  He  may  not  have  genius  or  any  phenomenal 
characteristics,  yet  he  is  capable  of  mature  judgment  of 
his  own  capacities  and  of  the  people  and  circumstances 
that  make  up  his  life  contacts  and  experiences.  He  is 
eminently  a man  of  business  sense  and  these  qualities 
have  won  for  him  the  position  of  prominence  which 
he  now  occupies  in  Jacksonville  and  the  state.  Busi- 
ness, however,  has  been  but  one  phase  and  feature  of 
his  existence  and  has  not  precluded  his  activity  in  and 
support  of  many  measures  which  have  had  for  their 
object  the  upbuilding  and  welfare  of  the  state. 

A native  of  Florida,  Mr.  Upchurch  was  born  at 
Callahan  on  the  10th  of  March,  1861,  a son  of  Nathan- 
iel S.  and  Sarah  A.  (Parker)  Upchurch.  The  family 
on  the  paternal  side  is  of  Scotch  descent,  while  the 
maternal  is  of  French  Huguenot  origin  and  the  first 
American  ancestor  settled  in  North  Carolina  in  colonial 
days.  In  1858  Nathaniel  S.  Upchurch,  the  father, 
removed  with  his  family  to  Florida,  settling  in  Nassau 
county.  He  was  a man  of  notable  intelligence  and  even 
in  those  early  days  was  a successful  real-estate  agent. 
His  wife  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Florida  and  from  both  ancestral  lines  John  J.  L'p- 
church  received  an  admirable  inheritance  in  the  way 
of  those  sterling  qualities  which  ever  command  respect 
and  appreciation.  The  father,  realizing  the  value  and 
worth  of  education  as  a preparation  for  life’s  practical 
and  responsible  duties,  sent  his  son  to  the  public  schools 
of  Callahan  and  when  he  had  advanced  as  far  as  pos- 
sible there,  afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  pursuing 
a preparatory  course  in  the  Bingham  school  at  Mebane, 
North  Carolina.  He  afterward  entered  the  University 
of  the  South  at  Sewanee,  Tennessee,  one  of  the  noted 
educational  institutions  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
He  started  in  the  business  world  in  1882,  then  a young 
man  of  twenty-one  years,  turning  his  attention  to  the 
manufacture  of  pine  lumber.  Fie  owned  and  operated 
a logging  business  in  Callahan  and  so  wisely  directed 
and  controlled  his  business  interests  that  his  patronage 
grew  and  within  a few  years  he  was  enabled  to  ex- 
tend the  scope  of  his  interests  by  the  establishment  of 
another  lumber  manufacturing  plant,  which  he  located 
at  Race  Pond,  Georgia.  While  his  business  interests 
extended  across  the  border,  he  maintained  his  citizen- 
ship in  Florida  and  became  a recognized  leader  in 
political  circles.  In  1886  Nassau  county  elected  him 
as  its  representative  in  the  general  assembly,  where  he 
enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  democrat  that 
the  county  sent  to  the  legislature. 

In  the  meantime  his  business  interests  continued  to 
grow  and  develop  as  the  result  of  his  initiative  spirit 
and  recognition  and  improvement  of  opportunities.  In 
1895  he  became  one  of  the  partners  in  the  Dyal-Up- 
church  Company,  which  has  since  maintained  a posi- 
tion as  one  of  the  leading  business  firms  not  only  of 
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Jacksonville  but  of  the  state.  They  began  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber  on  an  extensive  scale,  greatly  en- 
larging and  improving  the  plant,  which  in  1895  was 
removed  from  Race  Pond,  Georgia,  to  Moniac,  that 
state.  Mr.  Upchurch  became  treasurer  of  the  new 
company  and  removed  his  headquarters  to  Moniac  in 
order  to  more  capably  direct  the  growing  interests  of 
the  firm  at  that  point.  The  business  has  enjoyed  an 
almost  phenomenal  growth.  Year  by  year  its  patronage 
increased  until  its  sales  reached  a most  gratifying  an- 
nual figure.  Mr.  Upchurch  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  phase  of  the  lumber  trade  from  the  selec- 
tion of  the  timber  in  the  forest  until  it  is  placed  upon 
the  market  a finished  product.  He  guided  the  inter- 
ests of  the  business  in  principle  and  detail,  formulated 
his  plans  carefully  and  was  prompt  in  their  execution. 
As  a result  thereof  the  business  kept  growing  and  for 
some  time  Mr.  Upchurch  concentrated  his  energies 
solely  upon  this  undertaking. 

Georgia  regarded  him  as  a valuable,  worthy  and 
representative  a citizen  as  did  Florida  and  three  times 
honored  him  with  election  to  the  state  legislature,  serv- 
ing during  the  terms  of  1895  and  1896  as  senator 
from  the  fourth  district,  while  in  1899  and  1900  he 
represented  his  county  in  the  house.  In  the  succeeding 
term  he  was  again  a member  of  the  senate  and  aided 
in  shaping  much  constructive  legislation  during  that 
period  of  six  years.  He  recognized  the  needs  and  the 
possibilities  of  the  state  and  labored  not  only  for 
immediate  benefits  but  for  the  future  as  well. 

Gradually  his  business  interests  were  extending  not 
only  in  scope  and  volume  but  also  in  variety  and,  feel- 
ing it  impossible  for  him  to  longer  concentrate  his 
energies  upon  a single  undertaking,  he  removed  to 
Jacksonville  in  1907  that  he  might  establish  office  and 
headquarters  there  and  from  that  point  supervise  all  of 
his  varied  concerns.  He  is  constantly  watchful  of 
opportunities  for  profitable  investment  of  the  capital 
which  continues  to  flow  from  his  numerous  commercial 
and  industrial  enterprises  and  the  position  which  he 
has  won  in  business  circles  ranks  him  with  the  leading 
men  of  the  state.  He  is  now  treasurer  of  the  Dyal- 
Upchurch  Investment  Company,  president  of  the  Up- 
church Lumber  Company  and  vice  president  of  the 
Jacksonville  Development  Company.  He  is  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  Trust  and  Savings  Bank. 
Of  him  it  has  been  said : “He  is  noted  for  his  progres- 
sive and  enterprising  spirit,  which  is  of  such  a char- 
acter that  he  always  is  as  ready  with  his  means  as  he 
is  with  his  time  and  talents,  wherever  he  recognizes  an 
opportunity  of  advancing  the  best  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  his  city  or  his  state.” 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1890,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Upchurch  and  Miss  Susie  Hawkins,  a daughter 
of  Dr.  T.  D.  Hawkins,  of  Kings  Ferry,  Florida,  who 


died  after  a brief  married  life.  Some  years  later  he 
wedded  Belle  W.  Upchurch,  a daughter  of  W.  G.  Up- 
church, of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  He  has  six  chil- 
dren: George  H.,  John  J.,  Jr.,  and  Frank  D.  by  the 

first  marriage;  and  Susie  E.,  Garland  L.  and  Marion 
F.  by  the  second. 

Mr.  Upchurch  belongs  to  the  Seminole  Club  and  the 
Germania  Club.  He  has  long  been  recognized  as  an 
active  factor  in  democratic  circles  in  the  state  and  his 
opinions  carry  weight  in  its  councils  and  form  a guid- 
ing element  in  shaping  its  policy  and  activity.  His 
religious  belief  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church,  to 
which  he  is  most  loyal.  Lligh  principles  have  ever 
guided  him  in  his  relations  with  his  fellowmen  and  in 
the  conduct  of  his  business  affairs  and  it  is  well  known 
that  he  holds  to  a high  standard  of  business  ethics. 


HON.  RHYDON  M.  CALL. 

In  the  year  1893  Rhydon  M.  Call  received  ap- 
pointment to  the  circuit  court  bench  and  for  more 
than  twenty  years  presided  over  that  court  in  Jack- 
sonville, until  on  March  26,  1913,  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Woodrow  Wilson  United  States  district 
judge  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  assuming 
his  higher  duties  on  April  1,  1913.  With  two  excep- 
tions he  is  the  oldest  member  of  the  bar  in  this  city 
in  years  of  continuous  connection  therewith,  and  his 
ability,  knowledge  and  conscientiousness  of  service 
have  ever  kept  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  Florida. 

His  birth  occurred  January  13,  1858,  in  Fernandina, 
Florida,  his  parents  being  George  W.  and  Starke 
(Mays)  Call,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  South  Caro- 
lina respectively.  The  family  came  to  Florida  while 
his  uncle,  Richard  K.  Call,  was  territorial  governor, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  George  W.  Call,  who  was  a 
practicing  physician,  settling  in  Leon  county,  Florida. 
Major  George  W.  Call  was  attorney  for  the  Cedar 
Keys  Railroad  during  the  period  of  its  construction 
and  laid  out  the  town  of  Fernandina,  in  which  he 
made  his  home.  He  was  a gallant  officer  of  the  Second 
Florida  Regiment  in  the  Civil  war  and  met  death  at 
the  battle  of  Seven  Pines  in  1862.  He  went  to  the 
front  as  captain  of  his  company,  serving  with  the 
rank  of  major  when  he  fell.  He  left  two  children: 
Rhydon  M. ; and  Sarah,  who  died  in  1871. 

Judge  Call  was  but  four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  death  and  was  reared  in  the  home  of  his 
maternal  grandparents,  Dr.  Rhydon  G.  and  Sarah  B. 
(Smith!  Mays.  It  was  while  spending  his  youthful 
days  upon  their  orange  ranch  in  Putnam  county  that 
he  acquired  his  primary  education.  He  attended  pri- 
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vate  schools  and  pursued  his  academic  course  in  the 
Washington  and  Lee  University  at  Lexington,  Vir- 
ginia, after  which  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 
in  that  institution  and  was  graduated  with  the  B.  L. 
degree  in  1878.  He  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Virginia,  but  did  not  begin  to  practice  until  two 
years  later,  when  he  opened  an  office  in  Jacksonville 
and  entered  upon  the  active  work  of  the  profession. 
In  this  connection  it  has  been  said  of  him : “In  a 

remarkably  short  time  he  thoroughly  established  him- 
self as  a lawyer  of  unusual  ability  and  from  that  time 
he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  legal  pro- 
fession of  the  state.  Both  in  the  capacity  of  an 
advocate  and  as  circuit  judge  has  he  won  the  golden 
opinions  of  his  contemporaries.”  Judge  Call  is  now 
the  third  oldest  practitioner  in  Jacksonville  and  from 
the  first  has  maintained  an  enviable  position  at  the  bar 
of  this  city,  early  proving  his  ability  to  cope  with  the 
intricate  and  involved  problems  of  the  law.  His  fel- 
low townsmen,  appreciative  of  his  public  spirit  and 
his  ability,  have  frequently  called  him  to  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  and  his  record  has  at  all  times  been 
most  creditable.  The  first  office  that  he  ever  held  was 
that  of  member  of  the  city  council,  to  which  he  was 
chosen  in  1882,  continuously  serving  for  six  years, 
during  which  period  he  exercised  his  official  preroga- 
tives in  support  of  many  progressive  public  move- 
ments. He  was  district  attorney  under  President 
Cleveland’s  first  administration  and  was  county  solici- 
tor of  Duval  county.  He  served  in  the  former  posi- 
tion for  two  years,  or  until  succeeded  by  a republican 
appointee,  and  in  1891  Governor  Fleming  appointed 
him  county  solicitor,  in  which  position  he  continued 
until  June  3,  1893,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  on  the  bench  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit, 
tendered  him  by  Governor  Mitchell.  Judge  Call  re- 
mained upon  the  circuit  bench  by  reason  of  suc- 
cessive appointments,  and  his  twenty  years’  service 
were  characterized  by  a masterful  grasp  of  the  prob- 
lems presented  for  solution.  On  March  26,  1913, 
Judge  Call  was  appointed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  Woodrow  Wilson,  district  judge  for 
the  southern  Florida  district,  entering  upon  his  duties 
April  1,  1913.  Judge  Call  is  well  fitted  for  this  im- 
portant and  distinguished  position  on  account  of  his 
profound  legal  knowledge,  his  ability  and  his  exten- 
sive experience. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1887,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Judge  Call  and  Miss  Ida  Caroline  Holmes, 
a daughter  of  Henry  E.  Flolmes  of  Jacksonville.  They 
had  one  child,  George  W.,  now  a student  in  the  Wash- 
ington and  Lee  University.  Mrs.  Call  died  December 
16,  1896.  Judge  Call  belongs  to  the  Seminole  Club 
and  the  Church  Club.  His  interests  chiefly  center 
along  those  lines  which  have  most  to  do  with  the  wel- 


fare and  progress  of  city  and  state.  The  record  of 
few  men  in  judicial  service  extends  over  a longer 
period,  and  none  has  been  more  faultless  in  honor, 
fearless  in  conduct  or  stainless  in  reputation. 


WILLIAM  RANDOLPH  PORTER. 

William  Randolph  Porter,  as  secretary,  treasurer 
and  general  manager  of  the  Key  West  Realty  Com- 
pany, occupies  a leading  position  in  the  business  cir- 
cles of  the  country’s  southernmost  city.  He  has  been 
an  active  factor  in  the  rapid  development  of  Key 
West  in  recent  years  and  his  success  has  been  based 
upon  the  substantial  qualities  of  energy  and  enter- 
prise. He  was  born  here  May  12,  1871,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Dr.  Joseph  Yates  Porter,  a distinguished 
citizen  of  Florida  who  for  the  past  quarter  of  a cen- 
tury has  been  the  state  health  officer.  William  R. 
Porter  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  city  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  passed  in  Jacksonville. 
He  completed  his  education  at  Bingham’s  school  of 
North  Carolina,  finishing  a four  years’  course  there 
by  graduation  with  the  class  of  1889.  During  the 
succeeding  two  years  he  was  an  employe  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Florida  at  Jacksonville  and  then  returned  to 
Key  West,  where  he  established  a fire  insurance  and 
real-estate  agency.  To  this  business  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention  in  a most  capable  manner,  re- 
sulting in  the  attainment  of  substantial  success.  For 
twenty-two  years  he  has  represented  a large  clientage 
in  fire  insurance  and  real  estate  and  is  now  the  senior 
member  of  the  Porter-Alien  Company,  his  partner 
being  George  W.  Allen,  recently  collector  of  customs 
at  Key  West  and  the  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  In  1904  Mr.  Porter  became  one  of  the  organ- 
izers and  incorporators  of  the  Key  West  Realty  Com- 
pany and  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  as  well 
as  its  general  manager,  which  position  he  yet  holds, 
George  W.  Allen  being  his  partner  and  president  of 
the  company.  The  Key  West  Realty  Company  fol- 
lows the  practice  of  handling  its  own  real  estate  and 
has  negotiated  many  important  property  transfers. 
The  Porter-Alien  Company  does  the  largest  fire  in- 
surance business  in  Key  West.  In  both  Mr.  Porter 
is  an  important  factor.  His  enterprise  is  unfaltering 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  a persistent  purpose  he  has  met 
with  a most  satisfactory  reward.  In  addition  to  his 
other  interests  he  is  a director  of  the  First  National 
Bank. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1898,  Mr.  Porter  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Grace  Dorgan,  of  Mobile, 
Alabama,  a daughter  of  Major  Lyman  C.  Dorgan, 
who  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  about  twelve  years 
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ago,  was  one  of  Mobile’s  most  prominent  and  hon- 
ored citizens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  have  one  child, 
a daughter,  Jessie,  now  fourteen  years  of  age.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Porter  is  a Mason  and  is  a past  exalted 
ruler  of  the  Elks  lodge.  He  has  been  identified  with 
various  municipal  plans  and  projects  which  have  for 
their  object  the  betterment  of  city  conditions  and  his 
labors  and  ideas  are  at  all  times  of  a practical  nature, 
productive  of  good  results.  Ide  is  now  chairman  of 
the  board  of  public  works  and  for  the  past  six  years 
has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners. While  his  business  interests  are  extensive 
and  of  constantly  growing  importance,  he  has  ever 
found  time  and  opportunity  to  cooperate  in  public 
affairs,  being  never  neglectful  of  any  duty  of  citizen- 
ship ; on  the  contrary  it  is  recognized  that  he  is  one 
of  Key  West’s  foremost  residents  and  his  aid  and 
cooperation  can  be  counted  upon  at  all  times  where 
the  city’s  welfare  and  upbuilding  are  involved. 


JAMES  E.  LUMMUS. 

Through  his  position  as  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Bay  Biscayne  and  through  the  force  of  his  great  abil- 
ity and  business  discrimination  James  E.  Lummus  is 
a central  figure  in  financial  circles  of  Miami,  where 
he  is  honored  also  as  one  of  the  pioneer  builders  of 
the  city.  He  was  born  in  Bronson,  Florida,  December 
23,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  Ezekiel  S.  and  Frances  J. 
(Epperson)  Lummus,  natives  of  Georgia,  where  their 
marriage  occurred  at  the  time  of  the  close  of  ihe 
Civil  war.  In  1867  they  removed  to  Florida,  locat- 
ing in  Levy  county,  near  Bronson.  The  father  was 
a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  through 
that  conflict  in  the  Confederate  army. 

James  E.  Lummus  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Levy 
county,  remaining  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  went 
to  Bronson  and  turned  his  attention  to  business  pur- 
suits, becoming  a clerk  in  a store  there  and  remaining 
in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
period  he  entered  Eastman’s  Business  College  in 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1888.  Returning  to  Bronson,  he  resumed  his 
position  as  a clerk  and  continued  in  it  until  1890, 
when  he  went  to  Fort  Fannin,  where  for  one  year 
he  conducted  a mercantile  store  of  his  own.  In  that 
year  he  again  went  to  Bronson  and  formed  a partner- 
ship with  his  uncle,  J.  W.  Epperson,  in  the  general 
merchandise  business,  the  concern  being  conducted 
under  the  name  of  Epperson,  Lummus  & Colson.  The 
association  continued  until  1896,  when  Mr.  Lummus 
sold  his  interest  in  the  firm  to  his  uncle  and  in  Febru- 


ary of  the  same  year  came  to  Miami,  which  was  at 
that  time  just  springing  into  existence.  A railroad 
was  built  into  the  town  in  the  following  April  but  at 
the  time  Mr.  Lummus  took  up  his  residence  here  very 
few  had  preceded  him  to  the  townsite  and  he  was 
the  second  man  to  erect  a business  house  in  the  com- 
munity. As  soon  as  his  building  was  completed  he 
established  himself  in  the  mercantile  business  here 
and  until  1908  conducted  a large  establishment,  win- 
ning a representative  patronage  by  reason  of  his  well 
selected  line  of  goods,  his  courteous  service  and  his 
reasonable  prices.  When  he  severed  his  connection 
with  merchandising  Mr.  Lummus  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  banking,  becoming  vice  president  of  the  Bank 
of  Bay  Biscayne  and  winning  advancement  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  the  presidency  of  the  institution,  an 
office  which  he  now  holds.  The  Bank  of  Bay  Biscayne 
is  one  of  the  strongest  and  best  known  financial  insti- 
tutions in  Miami  and  is  besides  the  oldest  bank  in 
the  city.  It  has  a capital  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  with  a surplus  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
its  business  is  constantly  increasing  in  rrolume  and 
importance.  As  its  head  Mr.  Lummus  has  largely 
directed  its  policies  and  controlled  its  growth  and 
much  of  its  present  prosperity  is  due  to  his  organiz- 
ing and  executive  ability.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  city’s  leading  financiers,  his  judgment  being  con- 
sidered thoroughly  sound  on  matters  of  banking  and 
finance.  In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Bank 
of  Bay  Biscayne  he  is  a stockholder  and  director  in 
various  other  financial  institutions  of  the  city. 

In  Arcadia,  Louisiana,  in  1893,  Mr.  Lummus  mar- 
ried Miss  Georgie  Brown  and  they  have  a daughter, 
Georgie  Elizabeth,  who  is  nine  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Lummus  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South.  Since  coming  to  Miami  he  has  been 
one  of  the  leaders  in  all  projects  for  advancing  the 
city’s  interests  and  he  has  throughout  the  period  been 
prominent  in  public  affairs.  Fie  was  the  second  mayor 
of  the  city  and  served  three  years,  giving  to  the  people 
an  able,  constructive  and  businesslike  administration, 
making  his  official  service  equal  his  business  enter- 
prise as  a force  in  community  development. 


THOMAS  EDWARD  FITZGERALD. 

Thomas  Edward  Fitzgerald,  who  combines  prom- 
inence in  law  with  activity  in  journalism  has  won 
success  in  both  lines  of  work  which  claim  his  interest, 
his  legal  patronage  being  representative  and  import- 
ant and  his  two  papers — the  Gazette-News  and  the 
Daily  News — influential  in  directing  public  thought 
and  opinion.  He  was  born  in  Elroy,  Wisconsin,  May 
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io,  1879,  and  is  a son  of  M.  C.  and  Catherine  (Lam- 
bert) Fitzgerald,  who  moved  to  Ellsworth,  Wiscon- 
sin, when  the  subject  of  this  review  was  still  a child. 

Thomas  Edward  Fitzgerald,  acquired  his  education 
in  Ellsworth  and  there  began  his  connection  with 
journalism,  his  first  position  being  as  printer’s  devil 
on  the  Eagle.  He  afterward  served  as  apprentice  on 
the  Ellsworth  Gleaner  and  thoroughly  mastered  the 
printer’s  trade,  rising  in  it  to  be  foreman  of  the  Ap- 
pleton (Minn.)  Press.  In  January,  1901,  he  came 
to  Florida,  settling  at  Daytona,  where  he  immediately 
identified  himself  with  journalistic  interests,  purchas- 
ing the  Gazette-News,  which  he  now  controls  and 
edits.  The  Gazette  was  established  at  Ormond  in 
March,  1890,  by  F.  A.  Mann.  It  later  became  the 
property  of  L.  M.  Murray,  who  brought  it  to  Day- 
tona, where  it  was  consolidated  with  the  News,  also 
a weekly,  published  by  E.  V.  Blackman.  Mr.  Mur- 
ray sold  the  Gazette-News  to  Marie  E.  Mann,  a daugh- 
ter of  the  founder  of  the  Gazette,  and  she  in  turn 
transferred  the  paper,  in  January,  1900,  to  T.  E. 
Fitzgerald,  the  present  editor,  who  has  developed  its 
possibilities  and  brought  it  to  the  position  of  one  of 
the  leading  journals  of  Volusia  county.  George  F. 
Crouch  bought  and  conducted  the  Gazette-News  for 
a period  of  one  year  but  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  Mr.  Fitzgerald  again  assumed  ownership  and  his 
has  continued  to  be  the  guiding  hand  in  its  publica- 
tion. The  Gazette-News  Company  has  for  the  past 
eight  years  also  issued  a resort  daily,  the  Daytona 
Daily  News,  published  during  the  months  of  Decem- 
ber, January,  February  and  March.  These  papers 
are  published  by  the  Gazette-News  Company,  a cor- 
poration, of  which  T.  E.  Fitzgerald  is  president  and 
C.  S.  Harris,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Aside  from  journalism  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  also  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  lawyers  in  Day- 
tona, his  extensive  patronage  connecting  him  with 
much  important  litigation.  He  studied  law  at  the 
John  B.  Stetson  University  at  De  Land  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  April,  1905.  After  practicing  for 
two  years  he  was  elected  city  attorney  and  was  re- 
elected in  1908.  Resigning  the  position  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  E.  F.  Oates.  Their  associa- 
tion still  continues  and  the  firm  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est in  the  city,  connected  through  its  practice  with 
much  important  legal  business. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  married,  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
on  August  10,  1900,  Miss  Edna  L.  Vandewater,  a 
daughter  of  John  S.  Vandewater,  a prominent  lum- 
berman and  mill  owner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitzgerald 
have  an  attractive  home  in  Daytona  Beach,  which 
they  have  made  a center  of  hospitality  for  their  many 
friends. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald  served  for  three  years  as  quarter- 
master and  commissary  of  the  Second  Battalion, 
Second  Regiment,  Florida  National  Guard,  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  ex- 
tensive and  representative,  for  he  belongs  to  the 
Chapter  and  Commandery  in  the  Masonic  order  and 
is  a member  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters 
and  is  past  exalted  ruler  and  a charter  member  of 
Daytona  Lodge,  No.  1141,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  served 
as  delegate  to  the  grand  lodge  of  that  organization  at 
the  convention  held  in  July,  1911,  at  Atlantic  City, 
and  also  at  the  convention  held  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, in  July,  1912.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Halifax  River  \ acht  Club  and  was  for  two  years  sec- 
retary of  the  hlorida  East  Coast  Automobile  Associa- 
tion. In  his  political  views  he  has  always  been  a 
democrat  and  his  political,  business  and  social  prom- 
inence places  him  in  a foremost  position  among  Day- 
tona’s honored  and  valued  citizens. 


HOWELL  H.  ISLER. 

Howell  H.  Isler,  ably  filling  the  position  of  county 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Leon  county,  was  born 
in  this  section  September  17,  1874,  a son  of  Thomas 
J.  and  Mary  (Wiggins)  Isler,  natives  of  Florida.  The 
father  engaged  in  teaching  all  during  his  life  and  was 
prominent  in  educational  circles.  Fie  was  honored 
also  as  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  the 
Confederate  army  as  a private.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  hand  at  the  second  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  hostilities.  He 
was  for  many  years  a justice  of  the  peace  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  July  28,  1906,  was  serving  as  post- 
master of  Woodville,  Florida.  His  wife  survives  him 
and  makes  her  home  in  Tallahassee.  To  their  union 
three  children  were  born:  Mattie,  the  wife  of  Ben- 

jamin Isler,  of  Leon  county;  Erastus  R.,  chief  of 
police  of  Tallahassee;  and  Howell  H.,  of  this  review. 

Howell  H.  Isler  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  his  independent 
career,  engaging  in  teaching,  an  occupation  which  he 
followed  for  seven  years  thereafter.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  established  himself  as  a merchant  in 
Tallahassee,  his  straightforward  business  methods  and 
honorable  dealings  winning  for  him  a large  patron- 
age. In  November,  1912,  he  was  elected  county  su- 
perintendent of  schools  of  Leon  county  and  has  since 
served,  proving  practical,  far-sighted  and  conscien- 
tious in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

On  November  15,  1905,  Mr.  Isler  married  Miss 
Sadie  Sloan,  of  Franklin  county,  and  they  have  three 
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children,  Thomas  J.,  Bessie  Louise  and  William  E. 
Mr.  Isler  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church,  and  politically 
is  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Columbia  Woodmen  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  in  social  and  official  life  is  recog- 
nized as  a man  of  genuine  personal  worth  who  has 
won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact. 


JOHN  LOWE,  Jr. 

Key  West  owns  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  as  its  oldest  na- 
tive citizen  and  one  of  its  best  known  merchants  and 
business  men.  He  has  always  resided  here,  his  birth 
occurring  at  the  family  home  in  Key  West,  March 
ii,  1833,  so  that  he  has  now  passed  the  eightieth 
milestone  on  life’s  journey.  His  father,  John  Lowe, 
was  born  on  Green  Turtle  Key,  of  the  Bahama  islands, 
and  was  a sea  captain  and  seafaring  man.  He  mar- 
ried Bianca  Kemp  in  early  manhood  and  together  they 
removed  to  Key  West,  a short  time  before  the  birth 
of  their  son,  John  Lowe,  Jr.  At  different  times  the 
father  served  as  captain  of  a number  of  vessels  sail- 
ing the  waters  adjacent  to  Key  West.  He  had  a long 
and  eventful  career.  On  one  occasion  it  was  believed 
that  he  was  drowned  but  he  was  resuscitated  and  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  his  remains 
being  now  interred  in  Key  West  cemetery  by  the  side 
of  his  good  wife,  who  had  died  a few  years  previously. 
Their  family  numbered  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
were  born  in  the  Bahamas,  and  the  other  four  in  Key 
West,  following  the  arrival  in  this  city.  Of  the  nine 
four  are  yet  living,  namely:  John;  Mrs.  Mary  Lowe, 

a widow ; Mrs.  Amelia  Delaney,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania ; and  William  PL,  of  Key  West. 

John  Lowe,  Jr.,  acquired  his  education  in  Key  West 
but  his  opportunities  in  that  direction  were  very  lim- 
ited. He  probably  did  not  attend  school  more  than 
six  months  altogether  but  experience  has  been  his 
teacher  and  under  her  direction  he  has  learned  many 
valuable  lessons.  When  a lad  he  frequently  accom- 
panied his  father  to  sea  and  thus  became  familiar 
with  various  phases  of  seafaring  life  and  boating. 
At  the  remarkably  early  age  of  thirteen  years  he  was 
given  a license  of  ship  master  and  made  several  side 
trips  to  nearby  points.  At  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  employ  of  his  brother-in-law,  the  late 
William  Curry,  of  Key  West,  who  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  a few  years  ago  was  the  most  prominent 
merchant  of  this  city.  Mr.  Lowe  remained  in  Mr. 
Curry’s  business  for  thirty  years,  serving  successively 
as  clerk,  salesman  and  manager  in  that  well  known 
mercantile  house.  He  finally  retired  from  his  posi- 


tion and  embarked  in  merchandising  on  his  own  ac- 
count, conducting  a large  store  for  thirty-five  years. 
The  business  is  still  in  existence,  being  now  owned 
and  carried  on  by  his  sons  to  whom  it  was  turned 
over  several  years  ago  that  the  father  might  be  re- 
lieved to  some  extent  of  arduous  business  cares.  For 
about  sixty-five  years  Mr.  Lowre  was  closely  associ- 
ated with  commercial  interests  in  Key  West  and 
throughout  the  entire  period  maintained  an  unassail- 
able reputation  for  business  integrity  as  well  as  en- 
terprise and  progressiveness.  During  all  this  period 
he  also  owned  and  operated  a sponge  fleet  and  in  fact 
the  sponge  industry  for  many  years  was  his  chief 
business,  it  reaching  such  extensive  proportions  that 
it  overshadowed  his  mercantile  interests.  At  one  time 
when  the  sponge  industry  was  at  its  greatest  height 
in  the  waters  adjacent  to  Key  West  Mr.  Lowe  had  a 
fleet  of  fifteen  vessels  which  he  operated  in  connec- 
tion with  the  gathering  of  sponges.  This  indicates 
something  of  the  mammoth  proportions  to  which  the 
business  attained. 

Fifty-five  years  ago  or  in  1858  there  was  celebrated, 
in  the  Lowe  family  home  at  Key  West,  the  marriage 
of  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Lowe, 
the  wedding  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev. 
O.  E.  Herrick.  These  worthy  people  are  still  travel- 
ing life’s  journey  happily  together  as  man  and  wife, 
enjoying  excellent  health.  They  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children  of  whom  their  first  born,  Emma  L., 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The  others  were : Ed- 
ward L. ; Emma  L.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Philip  J. 
Bayly,  but  both  she  and  her  husband  are  now  de- 
ceased ; Eugene,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; 
George  L.,  who  is  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Key  West;  Stephen  F.,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
mercantile  house  of  John  Lowe  Jr.'s  Sons;  and 
Charles  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty.  The  eldest 
son,  Edward  L.,  is  also  connected  with  the  mercan- 
tile business  of  John  Lowe  Jr.’s  Sons. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Lowe  is  an  Episcopalian  and 
his  entire  life  has  exemplified  the  teachings  of  the 
Christian  faith.  Though  he  has  recently  passed  his 
eightieth  birthday  he  is  yet  enjoying  good  health  and 
would  readily  pass  for  a man  twenty  years  his  junior. 
He  is  strong  and  vigorous,  his  eyesight  and  hearing 
are  good  and  he  bids  fair  to  live  for  many  years  to 
come.  In  the  memorable  hurricane  which  spread 
over  the  coast  in  1909  Mr.  Lowe  suffered  a property 
loss  of  over  thirty  thousand  dollars  but  his  accumu- 
lations previous  to  that  time  prevented  this  from 
causing  him  any  serious  financial  embarrassment.  In 
fact  his  well  directed  business  interests  have  brought 
to  him  substantial  returns,  enabling  him  in  the  even- 
ing of  life  to  spend  his  days  in  rest  from  further 
labor,  surrounded  with  all  of  the  comforts  and  many 
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of  the  luxuries  which  go  to  make  life  worth  living. 
He  is  today  one  of  the  city’s  best  known  residents  and 
his  business  and  personal  worth  is  acknowledged  by  all. 


EUGENE  EDGAR  WEST. 

A man  of  great  natural  ability,  Eugene  Edgar  West 
has  won  success  in  business  since  he  made  his  initial 
step  in  commercial  circles.  His  advancement  has  been 
uniform  and  rapid  and  has  been  truly  merited,  for 
after  all  that  may  be  done  for  a man  in  the  way  of 
giving  him  opportunities  for  obtaining  the  advantages 
which  are  sought  in  the  schools  and  in  books  he  must 
eventually  formulate,  determine  and  give  shape  to  his 
own  character,  and  this  is  what  Mr.  West  has  done. 
He  is  persevering  in  the  pursuit  of  a persistent  pur- 
pose and  has  gained  a most  satisfactory  reward.  His 
life  is  exemplary  in  many  respects  and  he  has  sup- 
ported interests  which  are  calculated  to  uplift  human- 
ity while  his  own  high  moral  worth  is  deserving  of 
warm  commendation.  Jacksonville  is  proud  to  number 
him  among  her  citizens.  He  is  a southern  man  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  term.  His  birth  occurred  in  Brooks 
county,  Georgia,  July  I,  1857,  and  he  comes  of  Scotch 
and  English  origin,  his  paternal  ancestors  having  been 
pioneer  settlers  of  North  Carolina,  where  representa- 
tives of  the  name  participated  in  the  Indian  and  colonial 
wars,  while  a number  of  the  family  fought  for  Ameri- 
can liberty  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  West 
also  had  numerous  relatives  who  were  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  his  oldest  brother  was  killed  while 
on  active  duty  near  Richmond,  Virginia.  James  West, 
the  father,  was  a splendid  type  of  the  ante-bellum 
planter  and  southern  gentleman.  He  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  in  1811  and  in  1830  removed  to  Georgia, 
where  he  wedded  Mary  Ann  Hunter,  a native  of  that 
state.  Nature  endowed  him  with  a strong  mind  and 
though  he  may  not  have  had  the  school  advantages  of 
many,  in  the  school  of  experience  he  learned  valuable 
lessons  and  became  a man  of  wide  influence  in  political 
circles  as  well  as  in  private  life.  In  1850  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state  senate  and 
was  the  author  and  champion  of  the  bill  which  created 
Brooks  county  from  portions  of  Lowndes  and  Thomas 
counties.  During  the  Civil  war  he  became  a member 
of  the  State  Militia.  In  1863  he  removed  from  Brooks 
to  Madison  county,  where  his  remaining  days  were 
passed  upon  the  home  farm.  His  fortune  was  largely 
swept  away  by  the  Civil  war  but  he  always  remained  a 
hospitable  host  and  a kindly,  charitable  man,  noted 
for  his  kindness  to,  and  consideration  for,  his  slaves 
as  well  as  for  his  equals. 


The  exigencies  of  war  having  destroyed  the  fortunes 
of  the  family,  the  four  sons  of  James  West  were  thus 
thrown  upon  their  own  resources.  They  had  wise  home 
teaching  and  a beautiful  environment  which  developed 
kindly  consideration  for,  and  helpfulness  toward,  each 
other.  These  traits  have  been  manifest  throughout 
their  entire  lives  and  their  love  and  labor  for  each 
other  have  been  notable  and  touching.  They  started 
out  without  capital  save  health,  strength,  energy  and 
determination,  and  fortune  has  been  won  by  all.  The 
eldest  surviving  son,  W.  S.  West,  is  now  a distinguished 
lawyer  of  Georgia  and  also  one  of  the  prominent  rep- 
resentatives of  democracy  in  that  state,  having  served 
almost  continuously  as  a member  of  the  legislature 
since  1892.  He  has  taken  a prominent  stand  in  regard 
to  many  vital  and  significant  legislative  problems  and 
for  ten  years  before  he  secured  its  enactment  was  the 
champion  of  the  uniform  text-book  law.  He  was  also 
a strong  advocate  of  bills  to  erect  a new  passenger 
station  for  the  Western  & Atlantic  Railroad  in  At- 
lanta and  to  provide  for  the  next  leasing  of  that  road 
at  sixty  thousand  dollars  per  month.  His  labors  were 
also  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  passage  of 
the  bill  resulting  in  the  establishment  of  the  Agricul- 
tural, Industrial  and  Normal  College  in  South  Georgia 
and  at  the  session  of  1905-6  he  presided  over  the  state 
senate  as  its  president,  in  which  connection  he  added 
new  laurels  to  those  which  he  had  previously  won.  An- 
other son  of  the  family,  Abram  Hunter  West,  of  Jack- 
sonville, has  large  interests  in  plantations,  in  lumber 
and  in  manufacturing  industries  and  enterprises  of 
various  character,  having  gained  a most  creditable 
position  in  business  circles.  The  third  son,  John  W. 
West,  is  extensively  connected  with  various  industrial 
and  commercial  enterprises  and  like  the  others  has 
been  conspicuously  successful. 

The  record  of  Eugene  E.  West  is  in  harmony  with 
that  of  his  brothers.  He  had  only  such  educational 
opportunities  as  he  could  obtain  in  private  schools  of 
Madison  and  Brooks  counties  but  his  ideal  home 
training  stimulated  his  ambition  and  directed  his  en- 
ergies, and  upon  the  excellent  foundation  of  character, 
of  ability  and  enterprise,  laid  in  his  home  surroundings, 
he  started  out  to  build  the  superstructure  of  success. 
Nature  endowed  him  with  a strong  constitution.  More- 
over, it  is  well  known  that  power  grows  through  the 
exercise  of  activity  and  his  intelligently  directed  labors 
have  constituted  the  source  of  his  continuous  advance- 
ment. He  was  first  associated  with  his  brothers  in  a 
business  way  but  when  he  had  reached  a point  that 
would  make  such  a course  practicable  he  branched 
out  independently  in  connection  with  the  manufacture 
of  turpentine  and  lumber.  He  gave  unfaltering  at- 
tention to  the  development  and  control  of  the  business 
and,  as  the  years  have  passed  by,  has  gained  a place 
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among  the  substantial  and  prosperous  residents  of  the 
state.  His  judgment  has  been  seldom  if  ever  at  fault, 
he  has  recognized  and  utilized  opportunities  that  others 
have  passed  heedlessly  by  and  has  secured  results  in 
the  coordination  of  seemingly  diverse  elements  which 
he  has  brought  into  a unified  whole.  Something  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  his  business  interests  at  the 
present  time  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Ellaville,  West  Lake  & Jennings  Railroad 
and  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  turpen- 
tine business  under  his  own  name.  He  is  iikewise 
part  owner  of  the  West  office  building  as  well  as  other 
valuable  real  estate  in  Jacksonville  and  is  a stock- 
holder in  the  Heard  National  Bank  of  this  city. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1889,  Mr.  West  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  Miss  Louise  Frances  Brady,  a daughter 
of  John  W.  and  Louisa  A.  (Lourcey)  Brady,  of  St. 
Augustine.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living,  E.  E.  West,  Jr.,  Joseph 
Hunter  West  and  Lois  Evlyn  West. 

Mr.  West  belongs  to  the  Seminole  and  the  Osceola 
Clubs  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Travelers  Protective 
Association  and  the  Concatenated  Order  of  Hoo  Hoos, 
which  is  a social  organization  among  lumbermen.  He 
is  an  active  democrat  but  is  interested  in  politics  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  its  principles  and  assist- 
ing in  the  election  of  the  best  men  for  office.  His  life 
has  been  one  of  continuous  activity  in  which  has  been 
accorded  due  recognition  of  labor  and  today  he  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  citizens  of  northern 
Florida.  His  interests  are  thoroughly  identified  with 
those  of  the  state  and  at  all  times  he  is  ready  to  lend 
his  aid  and  cooperation  to  any  movement  calculated  to 
benefit  this  section  of  the  country  or  advance  its 
wonderful  development. 


ALEXANDER  McDOUGALL. 

Among  the  earlier  residents  of  Tallahassee  is  num- 
bered Alexander  McDougall,  who  has  been  a lead- 
ing figure  in  the  business  life  of  the  city  since  1876 
and  who  is  now  serving  as  postmaster.  He  was  born 
in  Greenock,  Scotland,  November  6,  1849,  and  is  a 
son  of  Alexander  and  Mary  (McDonald)  McDougall, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  They  had  a large 
family  of  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view is  the  only  one  now  surviving. 

Alexander  McDougall  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  when  he 
was  sixteen  years  became  connected  with  mechandis- 
ing  there,  remaining  until  July,  1876,  when  he  came  to 
America.  Pie  settled  immediately  in  Tallahassee  and 
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here  became  the  proprietor  of  a general  store,  suc- 
ceeding his  uncle,  John  McDougall,  a pioneer  in 
Tallahassee  and  a large  landowner.  Alexander  Mc- 
Dougall soon  became  well  known  in  the  city  and  his 
business  prospered,  his  honorable  and  upright  methods 
securing  for  him  a large  and  representative  patron- 
age. For  about  twenty  years  he  served  as  assistant 
postmaster  under  his  brother,  John  McDougall,  and 
after  the  latter’s  death,  April  23,  1912,  was  appointed 
to  succeed  to  the  office,  entering  upon  his  duties  in 
July  of  the  same  year.  He  has  since  done  a great 
deal  of  practical  and  able  work  and  is  managing  the 
affairs  of  the  department  in  a thoroughly  businesslike 
and  efficient  way. 

Mr.  McDougall  married  Miss  Eliza  Brokaw  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children:  John, 
at  home;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  James  Messer,  of  Tal- 
lahassee; Mary,  who  married  W.  S.  Quaterman,  of 
Tallahassee;  and  Peres  and  Abram  C.,  both  of  whom 
reside  at  home.  Mr.  McDougall  is  a republican  in  his 
political  beliefs,  and  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  In  all  of  his  business  and  official  dealings 
he  has  been  thoroughly  reliable  and  straightforward 
and  his  influence  is  at  all  times  in  favor  of  those 
measures  and  movements  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare. 


THE  DE  SOTO  NATIONAL  BANK. 

It  has  been  said  that  banking  institutions  are  the 
heart  of  the  commercial  body,  indicating  the  health- 
fulness of  trade.  One  of  the  substantial  moneyed  in- 
stitutions of  Arcadia  and  that  section  of  Florida  is 
the  De  Soto  National  Bank,  which  was  organized  on 
the  6th  of  June,  1907,  by  W.  G.  and  B.  F.  Welles, 
brothers,  the  former  having  been  president  since  its 
organization,  while  the  latter  continues  as  cashier, 
with  R.  E.  Whidden  and  C.  G.  Davis  as  vice  presi- 
dents. The  bank  was  capitalized  for  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  now  has  a surplus  of  seventeen  thousand  dol- 
lars and  average  deposits  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  bank  owns  its  own  home, 
a brick  and  stone  building  sixty-five  by  one  hundred 
feet  and  three  stories  in  height.  The  ground  floor 
is  occupied  by  the  bank  and  stores  and  the  upper  floors 
constitute  the  Hotel  De  Soto.  The  part  used  by  the 
bank  is  thoroughly  equipped  in  the  most  modern  man- 
ner with  fine  bank  furniture  and  fixtures,  has  a strong 
fire-proof  vault  and  safety  deposit  boxes.  The  Welles 
brothers,  the  real  promoters  and  managers  of  the  in- 
stitution, own  large  orange  groves  and  also  have  ex- 
tensive holdings  in  other  realty  in  Florida.  They  are 
today  among  the  prominent  and  prosperous  citizens  of 


70 


FLORIDA 


De  Soto  county.  W.  G.  Welles  came  to  Florida  from 
New  England  about  twenty-eight  years  ago  and  B.  F. 
Welles  twenty  years  ago,  and  during  the  entire  period 
of  their  residence  in  this  state  the  brothers  have  been 
factors  in  the  upbuilding  of  Arcadia  and  southern 
Florida,  their  efforts  being  particularly  valuable  in 
connection  with  the  development  of  De  Soto  county. 


GEORGE  L.  BARTLUM. 

Among  the  various  business  interests  which  feature 
largely  in  the  commercial  activity  of  Key  West  is 
the  sponge  industry,  and  in  connection  therewith  the 
name  of  George  L.  Bartlum  is  well  known.  In  fact 
he  is  one  of  the  leading  sponge  merchants  of  this 
section  of  the  state  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  business 
employs  the  most  modern  and  progressive  methods  of 
securing  and  handling  the  sponges  and  preparing 
them  for  the  market.  Born  in  Key  West  on  the  1st 
of  May,  1858,  he  has  been  continuously  a resident  of 
this  city.  He  is  descended  from  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry, the  first  representative  of  the  name  in  America 
settling  in  South  Carolina.  From  Charleston,  that 
state,  his  paternal  grandfather  removed  to  the  Ba- 
hama islands  and  in  1846  his  parents  came  to  Key 
West.  His  father,  John  Bartlum,  was  a native  of 
the  Bahamas,  born  on  Green  Turtle  Key,  and  in  1846 
he  became  a resident  of  Key  West.  He  passed  away 
in  1871,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  a local  publication  wrote  of  him 
as  follows:  “John  Bartlum  was  a native  of  the 
Bahamas  and  a mechanic  of  rare  genius.  With 
scarcely  more  school  learning  than  enabled  him  to 
read  and  write,  he  was  nevertheless  always  seeking 
knowledge  from  books  which  treated  on  subjects  of 
mechanism.  Without  having  served  a day’s  ap- 
prenticeship as  a shipbuilder,  he  commenced  nearly 
forty  years  ago  the  construction  of  a small  vessel  on 
the  lot  of  ground  on  Whitehead  street,  adjacent  to  the 
one  on  which  stands  now  the  two-story  building  of 
Captain  Benjamin  Baker,  then  a wilderness.  It  was 
at  that  time  the  writer  made  his  acquaintance  and 
learned  to  appreciate  his  natural,  native-born  talent 
in  that  particular  line  of  mechanism.  Successively 
building  small  vessels  of  the  most  beautiful  models 
designed  by  himself  and  remarkable  for  their  sail- 
ing qualities,  he  soon  attracted  the  attention  of 
Messrs.  Bowne  & Curry,  a large  business  firm  on 
our  island ; and  after  turning  out  some  of  the  most 
splendid  schooners  that  ever  sailed  on  the  water,  they 
entrusted  to  him  the  construction  of  the  clipper  ship, 
Stephen  R.  Mallory.  His  success  only  equalled  his 
energy.  The  ship  was  rated  Ai  in  New  York,  and 


his  fame  spread  through  the  great  commercial  cities 
of  the  country.  His  services  were  soon  sought  by 
the  insurance  companies  of  the  north,  to  whom  he 
invariably  gave  satisfaction.  During  the  late  Civil 
war  he  was  indispensable  to  the  several  naval  com- 
manders on  this  station,  in  the  repair  of  their 
vessels,  and  stood  high  in  their  confidence.  The 
drooping  flags  at  half-mast  from  each  cupola  and  place 
of  business  in  our  city,  and  the  shipping  in  our  har- 
bor, testify  the  appreciation  in  which  he  was  held 
by  our  citizens.  His  remains  were  attended  to  the 
grave  by  his  Masonic  brethren  and  a large  concourse 
of  citizens.  He  leaves  a large  family  to  bemoan  his 
loss,  and  a good  name  as  their  chief  inheritance.” 

The  wife  of  John  Bartlum  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Lowe.  They  were  married  in  the  Bahamas 
before  removing  to  Key  West.  Mrs.  Bartlum  long 
survived  her  husband,  passing  away  February  7,  1909, 
when  ninety  years  of  age. 

George  L.  Bartlum  has  for  many  years  been  ac- 
counted one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  Key 
West,  a position  to  which  he  has  attained  through  his 
intelligently  directed  efforts.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  city  and  afterward  at- 
tended Moore’s  Business  College  of  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1874.  For  a quarter 
of  a century  he  has  been  connected  with  the  sponge 
industry  and  has  gradually  worked  his  way  upward 
until  he  is  today  one  of  its  most  prominent  repre- 
sentatives in  southern  Florida.  He  has  thoroughly 
acquainted  himself  with  every  phase  of  the  business 
and  through  progressive  methods  and  straightfor- 
ward, honorable  dealings  has  built  up  an  industry  of 
large,  gratifying  and  profitable  proportions.  He  now 
has  a sponge  fleet  consisting  of  twenty  vessels  and 
in  addition  to  maintaining  this  fleet  he  has  for 
several  years  been  a large  buyer  of  and  dealer 
in  sponges.  In  fact  he  has  for  several  years 
maintained  the  leading  position  as  the  largest 
sponge  operator  at  Key  West.  There  is  no  fea- 
ture of  the  business  with  which  he  is  unacquainted 
and  his  industry  has  largely  set  the  standard  for 
activity  in  this  field.  In  addition  to  his  connection 
with  the  sponge  business  he  has  owned  and  conducted 
a large  mercantile  enterprise  in  Key  West  for  a 
quarter  of  a century,  his  stock  consisting  mainly  of 
sponge  fleet  supplies  and  ship  chandler’s  goods.  He 
is  a man  of  determined  purpose,  carrying  forward  to 
successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes,  and 
his  present  enviable  position  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts.  He  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business 
world  in  1875  as  a bookkeeper  in  connection  with 
an  extensive  mercantile  concern  and  in  1883  he 
started  on  his  own  account  in  the  auction  and  com- 
mission business.  His  next  step  made  him  a repre- 
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sentative  of  the  sponge  industry  and  from  that  time 
forward  his  progression  has  been  continuous,  his 
even-paced  energy  carrying  him  into  important 
relations. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1882,  Mr.  Bartlum  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Lowe,  also  a native 
of  Key  West  and  a member  of  the  well  known  Lowe 
family  of  this  city.  Mr.  Bartlum  votes  with  the 
democratic  party,  and  although  not  a politician  in  the 
usually  accepted  sense  of  the  term,  he  has  held  sev- 
eral important  and  responsible  political  positions,  hav- 
ing been  cashier  in  the  customs  house  under  both  of 
Grover  Cleveland’s  administrations.  For  several 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Key 
West  and  for  five  years  he  served  as  mayor  of  the 
city.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  a number  of  years  and  has  cooperated 
in  its  various  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  mu- 
nicipality. As  chief  executive  officer  of  Key  West  he 
gave  to  the  city  a public-spirited  and  businesslike  ad- 
ministration characterized  by  many  needed  reforms 
and  improvements.  He  avoided  useless  expenditure, 
yet  he  did  not  practice  retrenchment  to  the  point  of 
blocking  progress.  His  reelection  was  evidence  of 
the  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  him  and  his  of- 
ficial record,  like  his  business  career,  is  unassailable. 


HON.  CHARLES  B.  ROGERS. 

Hon.  Charles  B.  Rogers  occupies  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  commercial  circles  in  Jacksonville,  being  the 
president  of  the  Consolidated  Grocery  Company, 
wholesale  dealers  in  groceries.  His  private  interests, 
however,  have  not  been  allowed  to  exclude  his  active 
participation  in  public  affairs,  and  deeply  concerned 
in  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  state,  he  has 
represented  his  district  in  the  senate,  his  record  there 
indicating  his  fidelity  to  all  those  interests  which  fea- 
ture most  strongly  as  factors  in  good  government  and 
general  improvement. 

A native  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Rogers  was  born 
in  Pittsboro,  December  4,  1852.  His  parents  were 
John  J.  and  Joanna  (Lutterloh)  Rogers.  The  father 
was  a planter  of  North  Carolina,  who  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war  espoused  the  cause  of  his  loved  south- 
land, joining  the  Confederate  army.  He  was  captured 
in  front  of  Petersburg  in  1864  and  sent  to  Point 
Lookout  Prison,  where  he  died  before  hostilities  had 
ended.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  was  a daughter  of  Charles  Lutterloh,  who 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  War  of  1812.  She  is  still 
living  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  in 
Jacksonville. 


Charles  B.  Rogers  had  the  benefit  of  a course  of 
study  in  the  Pittsboro  Scientific  Academy,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  made  his  initial  step  in  the 
business  world  by  removing  to  Florida  and  entering 
the  employ  of  the  Florida  Railway  as  a clerk  at  Cedar 
Keys,  with  a monthly  salary  of  twenty-five  dollars. 
He  had  early  learned  the  eternal  truth  that  industry 
wins  and  industry  became  the  beacon  light  of  his  life. 
From  that  period  to  the  present  he  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced, utilizing  his  time  and  opportunities  to  the 
best  advantage  until  as  a wholesale  merchant  of  Jack- 
sonville he  ranks  among  the  most  prominent  business 
men  of  Florida.  He  was  but  twenty  years  of  age 
when  in  1872  he  established  a retail  and  wholesale 
mercantile  business  at  Cedar  Keys.  Success  attended 
him  in  that  connection  owing  to  his  close  application, 
capable  management  and  unfaltering  energy.  In  1886 
he  sought  a still  broader  field  of  labor  and  established 
the  mammoth  wholesale  grocery  business  in  Jackson- 
ville which  is  now  conducted  under  the  name  of  the 
Consolidated  Grocery  Company,  of  which  he  is  the 
president.  The  business  is  carefully  systematized  so 
that  maximum  results  are  secured  at  minimum  effort, 
which  is  the  basis  of  all  success  in  commercial  lines. 
Mr.  Rogers  was  formerly  president  of  the  Florida 
Naval  Stores  & Commission  Company,  which  he  and 
others  established  in  1899.  Since  starting  in  business 
he  has  closely  applied  himself  to  the  control  of  his 
interests,  and  the  methods  which  he  has  employed 
are  such  as  will  bear  the  closest  investigation  and 
scrutiny. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1875,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Charles  B.  Rogers  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Coach- 
man, a native  of  South  Carolina,  then  residing  at 
Bronson,  Florida.  Their  family  numbers  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  as  follows:  Charles  B.,  Jr.; 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Mitchell,  of  Pensacola,  Florida ; Edgar 
H. ; Mrs.  Caroline  Rogers  Bower,  of  New  York  city; 
Frank;  Miss  Joanna  E. ; Alonzo  C. ; and  Winifred. 

It  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Rogers  that  “He  is  a man 
of  strength  and  influence  in  his  community,  of  high 
standing  in  the  business  world  and  popular  among 
all  classes  of  people.  His  success  in  life  has  been 
due  to  energy,  close  application  to  business  and  phe- 
nomenal perseverance  joined  to  rare  native  ability 
and  good  judgment.”  It  is  not  only  in  business  lines, 
however,  that  Air.  Rogers  has  become  widely  and 
favorably  known,  for  he  has  cooperated  in  many 
movements  that  have  resulted  beneficially  to  city  and 
state.  He  is  a member  of  the  Jacksonville  Board  of 
Trade  and  has  been  a recognized  leader  in  democratic 
circles,  serving  for  four  years  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  and  for  several  years  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  election  commissioners.  In  1898  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state  senate, 
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where  he  gave  careful  consideration  to  all  questions 
which  came  up  for  settlement,  and  was  connected 
with  much  important  constructive  legislation.  Along 
social  lines  his  connections  are  with  the  Seminole, 
Country  and  Church  Clubs  and  with  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  while  his  religious  faith 
is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Episcopal 
church.  A life  of  intense  and  well  directed  activity 
and  high  purpose  has  brought  him  to  the  enviable  posi- 
tion which  he  occupies  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow 
townsmen. 


EDWARD  C.  LOVE. 

Edward  C.  Love,  one  of  the  progressive  and 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Quincy,  where  he  has  won 
prominence  and  success  in  the  general  practice  of 
law,  and  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  north- 
ern district  of  Florida,  is  a native  son  of  the  city, 
born  March  20,  1872.  His  parents  were  Edward  C. 
and  Mary  D.  G.  (Smith)  Love,  both  natives  of  this 
state.  The  father  was  for  many  years  a prominent 
lawyer  here  and  a leader  in  politics,  serving  with 
distinction  as  chairman  of  the  congressional  con- 
vention and  a member  of  the  state  constitutional  con- 
vention. He  died  in  October,  1891,  having  survived 
his  wife  since  June,  1884.  To  their  union  were  born 
five  children:  Edward  C.,  of  this  review;  James  D., 

who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Jack- 
sonville ; William  G.,  an  attorney  of  Columbus, 
Georgia;  Herbert  A.,  a banker  of  Ouincy,  Florida; 
and  a child  who  died  in  infancy. 

Edward  C.  Love  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Quincy  and  later  attended 
the  University  of  Florida,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  received  his 
degree  in  law  from  Washington  & Lee  University  in 
1894  and  in  the  same  year  took  up  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Quincy,  where  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  strong  and  able  lawyers  of  the  community. 
He  has  made  an  excellent  professional  record  and 
has  secured  a liberal  patronage.  In  June,  1913,  Mr. 
Love  was  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  Woodrow  Wilson,  as  United  States  attorney 
for  the  northern  district  of  Florida  and  immediately 
began  the  administration  of  the  office. 

Mr.  Love’s  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Lelia 
D.  McFarlin,  a native  of  Florida,  and  she  and  her 
husband  are  well  known  in  social  circles  of  Quincy. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Love  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  his  religious  views 
are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian 


church.  He  is  also  prominent  in  public  life  and  for 
fourteen  years  has  been  a member  of  the  county 
board  of  public  instruction.  At  one  time  he  held  the 
position  of  mayor  of  Quincy,  giving  to  the  city  a 
straightforward,  progressive  and  businesslike  admin- 
istration, distinguished  by  constructive  and  far- 
sighted work  in  the  public  interests.  He  is  a member 
of  the  state  bar  association.  His  life  has  been  one 
of  well  directed  activity  and  intelligent  effort,  re- 
sulting in  the  attainment  of  a fair  measure  of  suc- 
cess, and  wherever  he  is  known  he  is  honored  by 
reason  of  his  genuine  worth. 


DAN  HARDIE. 

An  analysis  of  the  elements  of  success  and  of  the 
factors  which  make  for  progress  along  any  line  shows 
that  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  forces  by  which  men 
attain  prosperity  is  enthusiasm.  And  equally  great 
is  that  constructive  imagination  which  makes  pos- 
sible constructive  work  and  furnishes  the  initial  idea, 
which  developed  becomes  a great  factor  in  commu- 
nity advancement.  The  conspicuously  successful  work 
which  Dan  Hardie  has  accomplished  as  sheriff  of 
Dade  county  is  explainable  in  this  way,  for  he  is  a 
man  of  enthusiasm  and  imagination — qualities  to 
which  he  added  those  of  aggressiveness,  foresight  and 
discrimination.  He  is  known  among  his  many  friends 
in  Miami  as  Dan  and  he  has  made  the  name  honored 
as  a synonym  for  uncompromising  integrity,  high 
standards  of  political  morality  and  powerful  and 
beneficial  work  in  the  public  service.  He  was  born 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October  18,  1872,  and  is  a son 
of  Dan  and  Mary  Jane  (Ryan)  Hardie,  who  now  re- 
side in  East  Liverpool,  Ohio.  The  father  is  a native 
of  Scotland  and  the  mother  of  Illinois. 

When  Dan  Hardie  was  still  an  infant  his  parents 
removed  from  Cincinnati  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age. 
At  that  time,  fired  by  a desire  to  see  the  world  and 
to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  he  ran  away  from  home, 
going  first  to  New  Mexico,  whence  after  six  months 
he  pushed  southward  into  old  Mexico  as  a cowboy 
and  miner.  In  1893  he  started  eastward,  intending 
ultimately  to  sail  for  Africa,  but  on  reaching  Fort 
Pierce,  Florida,  became  so  impressed  with  the  climate 
and  advantages  of  the  state  that  he  abandoned  the 
idea  and  determined  to  make  a permanent  home  here. 
For  two  years  he  lived  in  Fort  Pierce  and  in  Palm 
Beach,  managing  a fish  house,  learning  stenography 
and  acting  as  a beach  comber  for  six  months,  his 
leisure  hours  being  spent  hunting  and  fishing.  Still 
very  young  and  full  of  the  spirit  of  adventure,  he 
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left  Fort  Pierce  and  came  to  Miami,  settling  on  the 
present  town  site  one  year  before  the  railroad  was 
built  here.  This  city  has  since  been  his  home,  al- 
though he  spent  nine  months  in  the  Bahama  islands 
during  the  construction  of  the  Colonial  Hotel  there. 
He  was  at  that  time  employed  by  McGuire  & Mc- 
Donald, contractors  in  charge  of  the  construction  of 
all  the  hotels  on  the  Florida  east  coast  controlled  by 
Henry  M.  Flagler.  Flowever,  prior  to  that  time  he 
worked  on  the  streets  of  Miami  at  a salary  of  one 
dollar  per  day  and  thus  helped  to  make  the  first  im- 
provements in  the  new  community.  Upon  the  out- 
break of  the  Spanish-American  war  he  joined  a Texas 
regiment  and  was  made  corporal,  remaining  in  the 
sendee  until  late  in  1898,  when  he  was  mustered  out 
at  Galveston,  Texas,  with  honorable  discharge.  Fie 
returned  immediately  to  Miami  and  became  a painter 
and  decorator,  following  that  line  of  occupation  for 
several  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Dade  county  and  reelected  in  1912, 
entering  at  that  time  upon  his  second  term  of  four 
years.  As  sheriff  he  has  made  a commendable  record 
for  untiring  work  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city, 
being  known  as  a man  untiring  and  indefatigable  in 
his  work  of  reform.  No  sooner  did  he  take  charge 
of  the  sheriff’s  office  than  he  set  about  to  abolish  the 
notorious  North  Miami,  then  a hotbed  of  vice  and 
resort  for  all  the  gamblers,  thugs  and  criminals  in  the 
city.  Inside  a few  months  he  had  closed  all  saloons 
and  resorts  and  effectually  wiped  out  North  Miami. 
For  this  one  work  alone  lie  deserves  a conspicuous 
position  among  reformers  and  a place  in  the  city’s 
history,  but  it  is  by  no  means  his  only  claim  to  dis- 
tinction, for  there  is  hardly  a line  of  public  service 
in  which  he  has  not  done  splendid  work.  He  served 
as  chief  of  the  Miami  fire  department  and  as  such 
established  it  upon  an  entirely  new  basis,  built  the 
fine  new  central  engine  house  and  did  everything  in 
his  power  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  service.  He 
is  at  present  connected  with  the  department  as  as- 
sistant chief.  About  five  years  ago  he  organized  the 
Dan  Hardie  Zouaves,  a lightning  drill  company, 
famous  all  over  Florida  and  said  to  be  one  of  the 
best  boy  organizations  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Hardie  claims  more  boy  friends  than  any  other  man 
in  Dade  county.  Fie  is  in  addition  president  of  the 
United  Investment  Company,  of  the  Ocean  Beach 
Amusement  Company,  vice  president  of  the  Miami 
Ice  & Cold  Storage  Company  and  one  of  the  origin- 
ators of  the  Ocean  Beach  Realty  Company,  of  which 
he  is  a director.  He  is  besides  a partner  in  the  firm 
of  Hardie  & Hardin,  road  contractors. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  1904,  in  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
Mr.  Hardie  married  Miss  Anna  Kelly,  and  they  have 
two  sons : Dan  III,  aged  seven ; and  William,  aged 


two.  Mr.  Hardie  has  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes 
in  Miami,  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  city,  and 
he  and  his  wife  have  made  it  a center  of  hospitality 
for  their  many  friends.  He  is  a fine  type  of  the 
strong  and  able  business  man  of  the  present  time, 
who,  unspoiled  by  success,  works  uninterruptedly  for 
the  advancement  of  community  interests.  His  im- 
portant activities  in  promoting  the  growth  and  wel- 
fare of  Miami  are  far  too  numerous  to  mention  in 
detail,  but  it  can  truthfully  be  said  that  no  progres- 
sive project  has  ever  been  inaugurated  here  since  the 
founding  of  the  city  in  which  he  has  not  rendered 
material  and  substantial  aid. 


JOSEPH  PEARSON  GREAVES. 

One  of  the  best  known  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
capable,  efficient  and  successful  hotel  managers  in 
Florida  is  Joseph  Pearson  Greaves,  who  for  the  past 
six  years  has  been  manager  of  the  Royal  Palm  in 
Miami.  Practically  all  of  his  active  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  hotel  business  and  the  results  of  his 
experience,  knowledge  and  ability  are  seen  in  the 
management  of  the  great  enterprise,  the  destinies  of 
which  he  so  ably  controls  and  directs. 

Mr.  Greaves  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
February  21,  i860,  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  Frederick 
Greaves,  an  Episcopal  clergyman.  The  father  is  an 
Englishman  by  birth  and  education  and  he  came  to 
the  United  States  in  his  early  manhood,  remaining  in 
New  York  for  some  time  and  then  removing  to  Ot- 
tawa, Kansas,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  ranch- 
ing. He  was,  however,  unsuccessful  at  that  work, 
having  arrived  in  Kansas  just  in  time  to  encounter 
the  worst  of  the  misfortunes  which  beset  the  pioneers 
in  the  state.  Together  with  those  of  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  other  settlers  his  crops  were  entirely  de- 
stroyed by  grasshoppers,  chintz  bugs,  prairie  fires 
and  droughts  and  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  ranch- 
ing, returning  to  his  ministerial  work  in  New  York. 
He  is  now  pastor  of  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal  church 
in  New  York  city  and  in  his  seventy-seventh  year 
still  an  active  and  vigorous  man.  Five  of  his  uncles 
and  two  of  his  brothers  were  also  Episcopal  minis- 
ters. He  represents  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
England  and  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was 
named  in  honor  of  his  paternal  great-grandfather, 
Sir  Richard  Pearson,  who  commanded  the  British 
gunboat  Serapis  in  the  famous  naval  battle  against 
Paul  Jones  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Both  the 
Greaves  and  the  Pearson  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility  in  England  and  possessed  coats  of  arms, 
the  Greaves  shield  being  adorned  with  the  motto 
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“The  Eagle  Does  not  Catch  Flies.”  The  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  review  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Celia  Amanda  Storm,  of  Holland  descent.  She 
was  born  in  New  York  city  and  was  a representative  of 
one  of  the  oldest  Dutch  New  York  families.  She 
died  August  2,  1891,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  her 
age. 

Joseph  P.  Greaves  was  eight  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Kansas  and  he  remained  in  that 
state  four  years,  returning  with  his  father  and  mother 
to  New  York  at  the  end  of  that  time.  He  acquired 
an  excellent  public-school  education  and,  moreover, 
had  the  advantage  in  his  youth  of  his  father's  great 
learning  and  of  the  opportunities  provided  by  a fine 
and  well  selected  library.  He  had,  moreover,  the 
further  advantage  of  constant  association  with  a 
cultured  and  educated  mother.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a clerk  in  a broker’s  office  on  Wall 
street  but,  being  desirous  to  see  something  of  the 
country,  he  became  a traveling  salesman  for  a New 
York  house,  remaining  in  this  capacity  for  several 
years,  or  until  the  firm  suspended  business.  He  then 
became  bookkeeper  for  the  Manhattan  Beach  Hotel 
& Land  Company  of  Long  Island,  controlling  the 
Manhattan  Beach  and  the  Oriental  Hotels,  and  thus 
gained  his  first  experience  in  a line  of  business  in 
which  he  has  since  won  such  distinction  and  promi- 
nence. After  two  years  he  was  made  general  auditor 
of  the  company,  but  this  position  furnished  him  with 
employment  only  during  the  summer  months  when 
the  northern  resort  hotels  were  open.  In  order  to 
procure  winter  employment  also,  without  resigning 
his  position  with  the  Manhattan  Beach  Hotel  & Land 
Company,  he  applied  for  a position  with  the  Ponce 
de  Leon  Hotel  of  St.  Augustine  as  assistant  cashier 
and  from  the  time  he  secured  this  place,  in  1S92,  to 
the  present  he  has  been  associated  with  Mr.  Flagler, 
who  controls  a great  chain  of  hotels  throughout  the 
south.  Although  he  still  retains  a summer  connec- 
tion with  the  Manhattan  Beach  Hotel  & Land  Com- 
pany and  although  he  has  been  since  1898  manager 
of  the  Oriental  Hotels,  he  has  given  all  of  his  time 
during  the  winter  months  to  the  promotion  of  the 
Flagler  interests,  winning  advancement  from  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  cashier  to  that  of  cashier.  After 
three  years  he  was  made  manager  of  the  Alcazar 
Hotel  in  St.  Augustine,  where  he  remained  thirteen 
years  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  been  manager 
of  the  Royal  Palm  in  Miami,  this  position  being  in 
itself  an  evidence  of  his  efficiency,  for  the  Royal 
Palm  is  one  of  the  finest  resort  hotels  in  the  south. 
Mr.  Greaves  has  done  much  to  make  it  so,  for,  under- 
standing the  hotel  business  in  principal  and  detail,  he 
has  worked  along  progressive  lines  in  the  control 
of  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  directing  its  inter- 


ests in  accordance  with  the  most  modern  methods  of 
hotel  operation. 

Mr.  Greaves  is  a member  of  the  New  York  State 
Hotel  Association.  He  belongs  to  the  Miami  and  the 
St.  Augustine  Yacht  Clubs  and  is  well  known  in 
social  circles  of  both  cities. 


WILLIAM  ALLAN  McRAE. 

William  Allan  McRae,  who  is  serving  with  ability 
and  distinction  as  commissioner  of  agriculture  of  the 
state  of  Florida,  is  a man  to  whom  success  has  come  by 
reason  of  his  own  indefatigable  and  well  directed 
efforts.  He  is  a native  of  Florida,  born  in  Wakulla 
county,  July  22,  1870,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Rebecca  (Allan)  McRae,  the  former  a native  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina.  The  father 
engaged  in  farming  all  during  his  life  and  was  promi- 
nent also  in  public  affairs,  serving  from  1871  to  1873 
in  the  state  legislature.  He  died  in  1874  and  was  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  one  year.  To  their  union  were  born 
four  children : Sarah  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  J.  T. 

Kelly,  of  Marianna,  Florida;  Christian  Ellen,  who 
married  Neil  J.  McLeod,  and  now  resides  at  Chipley, 
Florida;  William  Allan,  of  this  review;  and  Leroy  D., 
of  Chipley,  Florida. 

William  A.  McRae  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
he  became  connected  with  sawmilling,  an  occupation 
which  he  followed  for  two  years,  during  four  months 
of  which  time  he  also  attended  school.  When  he  was 
eighteen  he  secured  a position  as  a farm  laborer  and 
in  the  following  year  saved  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  which  he 
earned.  He  then  became  bridge  watchman  on  the 
Escambia  Bay  bridge  and  while  he  held  that  position 
saved  the  greater  portion  of  his  earnings.  He  after- 
ward took  advantage  of  such  summer  school  courses 
as  he  was  able  to  attend  and  prepared  himself  to  enter 
the  State  Normal  School  at  De  Funiak  Springs,  in 
which  he  was  a student  for  three  years,  teaching  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  to  earn  money  to  pay  his 
tuition.  After  completing  the  prescribed  course  of 
study  he  again  turned  his  attention  to  sawmilling  but 
after  one  year  began  teaching,  an  occupation  in  which 
he  engaged  for  seven  years,  becoming  one  of  the  lead- 
ers in  educational  circles  of  the  state.  In  November, 
1900,  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  of 
Jackson  county,  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office  on 
January  5,  1901,  and  holding  it  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  This 
position  he  held  until  the  12th  of  February,  1912,  when 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Gilchrist  state  com- 
missioner of  agriculture  and  he  was  afterward  elected 
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to  the  position,  which  he  has  since  filled  in  an  efficient 
and  creditable  way.  In  taking  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment Mr.  McRae  was  actuated  by  an  ambition  to  en- 
large the  scope  and  usefulness  of  its  activities  and  is 
trying  to  bring  together  all  the  forces  in  the  state 
bearing  on  agriculture  and  also  endeavors  to  maintain 
a well  organized  and  well  directed  immigration  bureau. 
He  was  the  advocate  of  the  immigration  bill  intro- 
duced in  the  session  of  1913.  With  thirty-seven  mil- 
lion acres  of  land,  most  of  which  can  be  brought  to  a 
state  of  cultivation,  Florida  offers  splendid  induce- 
ments to  the  settler,  and  it  is  Mr.  McRae’s  ambition  to 
bring  about  this  development. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1908,  Mr.  McRae  married 
Miss  Mary  Virginia  Parker,  a native  of  Georgia,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  William  Allan, 
Jr.;  and  Roy  and  Ralph,  twins.  Mr.  McRae  is  a 
devout  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  an  active 
worker  in  religious  circles,  being  at  present  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  school.  He  is  connected  fra- 
ternally with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Elks,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  his 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party. 
Aside  from  the  public  offices  before  mentioned  he  was 
a member  of  the  city  council  of  Sneads  for  three  years 
and  of  Marianna  for  four  years,  and  his  work  in  the 
public  service  has  been  at  all  times  honorable  in  its 
purposes  and  beneficial  in  its  results. 


HON.  EDWIN  SPENCER. 

Hon.  Edwin  Spencer,  attorney  at  law  in  Ocala, 
practicing  as  junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Spencer 
& Spencer,  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest 
member  of  the  state  legislature,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1912.  From  early  youth  he  has  been  a close 
and  discriminating  student  of  political  questions  and 
issues  and  he  is  fearless  in  defense  of  his  honest  con- 
victions. It  was  a recognition  of  his  ability  on  the 
part  of  his  fellow  townsmen  that  led  to  his  selection 
for  his  present  office,  in  which  he  is  now  making  a 
most  creditable  record.  He  was  born  in  Ocala,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1890,  and  is  a son  of  Edwin  and  Margaret 
J.  (McGahagin)  Spencer.  The  father,  a native  of 
Dorsetshire,  England,  was  born  in  1843  ancl  came  to 
the  United  States  when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in 
1871  with  the  LL,  B.  degree  and  for  two  years 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York,  after 
which  he  came  to  Ocala,  Florida,  in  1873.  Plere  he 
has  since  remained  and  throughout  the  intervening 
period  of  forty  years  has  maintained  a foremost  posi- 
tion at  the  Marion  county  bar.  He  has  been  a leader 


in  much  that  has  affected  the  public  life  and  welfare 
and  is  one  of  the  county’s  most  honored  and  respected 
citizens.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
mayor  on  the  democratic  ticket,  having  always  been 
an  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  party.  His  fra- 
ternal relations  are  with  the  Masons.  He  now  lives 
retired  on  a farm  having  given  up  active  law  prac- 
tice. His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Marion  county  in 
1863,  is  a daughter  of  Captain  J.  T.  McGahagin,  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  a captain  of  the  local  guards 
of  Florida  during  the  Civil  war.  Their  family  num- 
bered four  children : Barnard,  of  Ocala ; Grover, 

living  in  Jacksonville;  Edwin;  and  George,  at  home. 
An  uncle  of  Edwin  Spencer  of  this  review,  Wilbur 
Leitner,  served  through  the  Civil  war  under  Colonel 
J.  M.  Martin.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Rich- 
mond, Kentucky,  and  during  hostilities  went  to  a 
spring  with  canteens  for  water.  He  saw  the  flag 
again  at  the'  spring  house,  jerked  it  up,  brought  it  to 
tihe  front  and  bore  it  throughout  the  battle,  after 
which  he  was  greatly  commended  for  his  bravery. 

Edwin  Spencer  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Ocala  and  afterward  won  the  degrees  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Law  at  Stetson 
University  in  1911,  having  been  connected  with  his 
father  in  law  practice  until  the  latter’s  retirement.  He 
has  comprehensive  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  is  developing  the  habits  of  the  painstaking, 
careful  practitioner  who  is  paving  the  way  to  success 
by  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  prepares  his 
cases.  His  political  allegiance  has  always  been  given 
to  the  democratic  party  and  he  has  become  a recog- 
nized leader  in  its  ranks,  being  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture in  1912,  where  he  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
youngest  representative  in  the  house.  He  was  speaker 
pro  tem  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  1913,  be- 
ing the  youngest  man,  excepting  one,  to  have  held 
that  position.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Moose. 

In  1911  Mr.  Spencer  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Katherine  Chapman,  of  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Edwin,  who  is  a representa- 
tive of  the  third  generation  to  bear  the  name.  The 
family  is  prominent  socially  and  Mr.  Spencer’s  dis- 
tinction as  a lawyer  and  lawmaker  is  well  merited. 


ROBERT  DALE  DAFFIN. 

The  various  business  interests  which  contribute  to 
the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  Marianna  are  not  the 
result  of  the  labor  of  one  or  even  a few  individuals 
but  of  the  combined  efforts  of  many,  and  yet  there 
are  certain  men  who  are  acknowledged  leaders  in  the 
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business  world,  men  of  energy,  capable  of  forming 
original  plans,  which  they  carry  forward  to  success- 
ful completion.  To  this  class  belongs  Robert  Dale 
Daffin,  president  of  the  company  which  owns  the 
largest  dry-goods  store  in  the  town,  and  his  life  record 
may  be  profitably  followed  by  all  who  seek  progress 
in  the  business  world.  He  was  born  at  Eufaula,  Ala- 
bama, September  16,  1853,  a son  of  William  R.  and 
Mary  Jane  (Ely)  Daffin,  the  former  a native  of 
Maryland  and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina.  The 
father  was  for  many  years  in  the  mercantile  business, 
an  occupation  which  he  followed  until  his  death,  in 
1856.  The  mother  has  also  passed  away.  To  their 
union  were  born  eight  children : Philip  P.,  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia ; Fanny,  the  wife  of  J.  VV.  Covington, 
of  Lampasas,  Texas;  Horace  E. ; Lottie,  who  is  the 
widow  of  William  R.  Hatsfield  and  who  resides  in 
Marianna;  Molly,  deceased;  William  R.,  of  Alabama; 
Robert  Dale,  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Ernest 
L.,  of  Marianna. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  Robert  D.  Daffin  went  to  make 
his  home  with  his  uncle  on  a farm  and  remained  there 
for  two  years,  learning  everything  connected  with 
the  operation  of  a model  agricultural  property.  He 
afterward  spent  one  year  as  a farm  laborer  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits,  clerking 
in  a store  for  seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  became  interested  with  others  in  a drug  "business 
in  Marianna  and  continued  in  it  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  purchased  his  partner’s  interests  and  has 
since  conducted  the  concern  as  a department  store, 
being  today  president  of  the  operating  company.  The 
house,  of  which  he  is  now  the  head,  is  one  of  the 
leading  mercantile  concerns  of  the  city,  its  annual 
cash  sales  amounting  to  about  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  and  the  methods  employed  commending  it 
always  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  public. 
Mr.  Daffin  owns  his  own  business  building  and  a 
great  deal  of  other  valuable  real  estate  and  is  one 
of  the  substantial  and  leading  business  men  of 
Marianna. 

Mr.  Daffin  married  Miss  Carrie  Belle  Alderman 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children : 
Sidney  A.,  who  is  business  manager  of  his  father’s 
concern;  Robert  D.,  Jr.,  who  has  been  for  six  years 
a missionary  in  south  Brazil;  Bessie,  the  wife  of  J. 
N.  Dillon,  of  Marianna;  Holden,  a minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  Jackson  Springs,  North 
Carolina;  Frank  C.,  who  is  in  business  with  his 
father ; and  Eleanore,  who  lives  at  home. 

Mr.  Daffin  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  an  elder,  and  he  guides  his 
worthy  and  honorable  life  by  the  high  standards  in 
which  he  believes.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 


city  council  and  although  not  an  office  seeker  is 
active  in  citizenship,  especially  in  the  support  of  all 
projects  that  are  calculated  to  promote  general 
progress  and  improvement.  Starting  out  in  life  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward in  the  world,  winning  not  only  prosperity  and 
prominence,  but  something  far  greater  and  higher — 
the  respect  of  those  with  whom  his  years  of  active 
life  have  brought  him  into  contact. 


HERBERT  AUBREY  FELKEL. 

Herbert  Aubrey  Felkel,  whose  identification  with 
journalism  began  in  his  university  days  and  has 
continued  to  the  present  time,  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  aggressive  young  newspaper  men  in 
Pensacola,  where  he  is  editor  of  the  News.  His  ex- 
perience has  proven  valuable  to  him  and  has  brought 
him  to  a position  of  prominence  in  his  chosen  field  of 
work.  He  is  today  the  youngest  editor  of  a daily  paper 
in  Florida  and  probably  in  the  entire  south,  as  well  as 
the  youngest  member  of  the  Associated  Press.  Pie 
was  born  in  De  Funiak  Springs,  Florida,  June  23, 
1888,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  Noel  and  Sofronia 
(Hoag)  Felkel,  the  former  a native  of  Leon  county, 
Florida,  and  the  latter  of  Bainbridge,  Georgia.  The 
father  was  reared  in  his  native  section  and  there  be- 
came prominent  in  educational  circles,  serving  as  the 
first  principal  of  the  Leon  high  school  and  as  the 
first  president  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  De 
Funiak  Springs.  Pie  afterward  became  principal  of 
the  State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  at  St. 
Augustine  and  held  this  position  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1905.  He  was  a devout 
Methodist,  and  his  political  support  was  given  to  the 
democratic  party.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away, 
her  death  having  occurred  at  Tallahassee  in  1906. 
They  had  two  children  besides  the  subject  of  this 
review:  H.  Russell,  who  is  twenty-seven  years  of  age 
and  a clerk  in  the  Leon  Hotel  at  Tallahassee;  and 
Lillian  Effie,  who  married  James  Gordon  Pearce,  of 
Jacksonville. 

Herbert  A.  P'elkel  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Leon  county  and  after  graduating  from 
the  high  school  entered  the  Florida  State  College  at 
Tallahassee.  From  there  he  went  to  the  University 
of  Chattanooga  and  later  attended  the  University  of 
Florida,  at  Gainesville,  where  he  became  prominent  in 
many  phases  of  community  life.  It  was  here  he  first 
became  connected  with  the  newspaper  business,  in 
which  he  has  since  attained  success,  for  he  founded 
and  named  the  Florida  Pennant,  the  first  student 
publication  ever  issued  in  the  university.  This  paper 
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is  still  in  existence  as  a monthly  magazine.  Mr. 
Felkel  became  its  first  editor  and,  aided  by  the  power 
of  bis  paper  and  his  unusual  ability  in  its  management, 
became  a force  in  the  university,  influencing  to  a 
great  degree  its  thought  and  opinion.  He  was  at  that 
time  what  he  has  been  ever  since,  an  independent 
journalist,  and  this  in  the  end  deprived  him  of  his 
degree,  for  some  of  his  writings  met  with  the  dis- 
favor of  the  faculty  and  the  editor  was  expelled  by 
Andrew  Sledd  on  the  day  his  class  was  graduated. 
After  leaving  school  Mr.  Felkel  continued  his 
journalistic  work  and  has  now  been  in  the  newspaper 
business  six  years,  during  the  last  four  of  which  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  Pensacola  News.  For 
three  years  he  has  been  its  editor,  with  the  distinction 
of  being  the  youngest  editor  of  a daily  in  Florida,  and 
by  his  able,  aggressive  and  well  directed  efforts  has 
made  the  journal  a power  and  a vital  force  in  com- 
munity affairs. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Felkel  is  a member  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  Alpha  Tau  Omega, 
a Greek  letter  college  society.  He  belongs  to  the 
state  militia  and  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Osceola 
Club.  Plis  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  politically  he 
gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party.  Al- 
though but  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he  is  already 
one  of  the  influential  men  of  Pensacola,  a man  of 
excellent  special  training,  broad  views  and  modern 
ideas,  and  the  prosperity  he  has  already  won  is  a 
pleasant  augury  of  his  future  accomplishments. 


CHARLES  HOWELL  WARD. 

Miami  is  fortunate  in  numbering  among  those 
active  in  municipal  service  a man  of  such  construc- 
tive intelligence,  well  founded  and  broad  views  and 
such  aggressive  activity  as  Charles  Howell  Ward,  now 
serving  as  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Plis 
ideas  are  modern  and  based  on  comprehensive  ex- 
perience, his  standards  are  progressive,  his  integrity 
unquestioned  and  he  is  besides  a man  of  brains  and 
personality,  qualified  in  an  unusual  way  for  his  posi- 
tion as  a director  of  the  city’s  business  development. 
He  was  born  in  Addison,  Steuben  county,  New  York, 
June  30,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Frank  PI.  and  Char- 
lotte (Plowell)  Ward,  natives  of  the  Empire  state, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away. 

Charles  H.  Ward  was  five  years  of  age  when  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Aurora,  Kane  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  Plis  busi- 
ness career  began  at  the  early  age  of  twelve,  when 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 


Quincy  Railroad  Company  as  a messenger  boy,  re- 
maining in  the  employ  of  the  corporation  for  nine 
years,  rising  through  successive  stages  of  progress  and 
advancement  to  a responsible  position,  resigning  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  as  trainmaster’s  clerk.  After 
attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Ward  left  Illinois  and  went 
to  Great  Bend,  Kansas,  where  he  became  connected 
with  the  mercantile  business.  Three  years  of  drought 
and  the  failure  of  crops  in  that  section,  however, 
practically  paralyzed  business  conditions  and  obliged 
Mr.  Ward  to  discontinue  his  enterprise.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1881  he  left  Kansas  and  went  to  Tucson, 
Arizona,  where  he  remained  six  years,  engaging  first 
in  mining  and  later  in  the  cattle  business  and  winning 
a gratifying  degree  of  prosperity  along  both  lines. 
■In  1887  he  went  to  Los  Angeles,  California,  in  the 
boom  days  of  that  city  and  embarked  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  winning  rapid  success.  However, 
when  the  reaction  came  he  went  to  the  City  of  Mexico, 
locating  there  in  1897  and  remaining  for  fifteen 
years,  engaged  chiefly  in  the  manufacture  of  shipping 
tags  and  paper  boxes.  While  a resident  of  the  city 
he  visited  every  state  and  territory  in  the  republic, 
studying  business  standards  and  conditions  and  after- 
ward familiarizing  himself  with  the  life  of  the 
different  sections.  He  made  some  influential  friends 
during  this  time  and  belonged  to  the  same  Masonic 
lodge  of  which  Francisco  I.  Madero,  late  president  of 
the  republic,  was  a member.  Foreseeing  the  revolution 
which  deposed  President  Diaz,  Mr.  Ward  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  came  at  once  to  Miami, 
where  he  had  previously  determined  to  locate.  He 
immediately  joined  the  Board  of  Trade  and  by  rea- 
son of  his  peculiar  fitness  for  the  position,  his  ex- 
tensive and  representative  acquaintance  throughout 
the  southwest  and  his  practical  knowledge,  acquired 
by  wide  travel,  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  organiz- 
ation before  he  had  been  in  the  city  six  months. 
What  he  has  accomplished  in  this  position  is  called 
miraculous  even  in  Miami,  which  is  a city  of  mir- 
acles. When  he  assumed  control  the  board  occupied 
a mere  shack  and  even  this  it  did  not  own.  Today 
its  headquarters  are  in  its  own  fine  reinforced  con- 
crete building  which,  together  with  the  lot  upon  which 
it  stands,  represents  a value  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  membership  has  been  increased  from 
sixty  to  five  hundred,  trade  relations  have  been 
strengthened  and  much  valuable  development  work 
accomplished  through  the  energy,  ability  and  business 
foresight  of  Mr.  Ward.  He  is  in  addition  secretary 
of  the  Miami  Building  & Loan  Association,  holds  the 
same  position  in  the  Miami  Automobile  & Good 
Roads  Association,  and  has  besides  valuable  real- 
estate  holdings  in  the  city  and  vicinity.  He  was  the 
originator  of  the  plan  to  build  a highway  from  Mont- 
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real,  Canada,  to  Miami,  a plan  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  United  States  government,  and  he  is 
always  a leader  in  movements  for  the  advancement 
of  the  city’s  interests,  his  public  spirit  being  of  that 
aggressive  and  forceful  kind  which  evidences  itself  in 
public  service. 

On  December  25,  1880,  Mr.  Ward  married  Miss 
Aletha  Hubbard,  a native  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin. 
They  have  three  sons:  John  Hubbard,  aged  twenty- 
eight;  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  aged  twenty-six;  and  Ernest 
Barkley,  aged  thirteen.  The  two  oldest  sons  are  now 
in  Barcelona,  Spain,  in  the  employ  of  the  Pearson 
Engineering  Company  of  New  York.  They  are  in 
charge  of  the  construction  of  a large  electric  plant 
which  their  company  is  installing  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Ward  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order,  hav- 
ing passed  the  thirtieth  degree.  He  is  a member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Miami  and  is  a man 
who  by  his  exemplary  private  life  and  valuable  public 
accomplishments  has  proven  his  worth  as  a citizen. 


EDWARD  ALONZO  CHAMPLAIN. 

A man  loyal  in  friendship,  faithful  in  citizenship  and 
honorable  in  all  business  relations  passed  away  when 
Edward  Alonzo  Champlain  died  at  his  home  in  Jack- 
sonville, April  23,  1911.  He  left  the  impress  of  his 
work  and  personality  upon  the  business  history  of  the 
city,  having  been  prominently  connected  with  mer- 
cantile interests  here  since  1888,  and  holding  at  the 
time  of  his  death  the  position  of  vice  president  of  the 
Consolidated  Grocery  Company.  In  all  work  of  prog- 
ress formulated  during  the  quarter  of  a century  dur- 
ing which  he  resided  here  he  was  an  active  participant 
and  his  well  spent  life,  which  would  bear  the  closest 
investigation  and  scrutiny,  gained  him  the  unqualified 
respect  and  honor  of  his  fellowmen.  He  was  also 
well  known  throughout  Florida  as  an  honored  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war. 

Edward  A.  Champlain  was  born  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  December  10,  1844,  and,  although  he 
was  only  in  his  sixteenth  year  when  the  secession  of 
that  state  and  the  question  of  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter 
agitated  the  north  and  south,  he  entered  the  state  mil- 
itary service  in  the  Chichester  Zouaves,  serving  under 
Major  Stevens  at  the  Morris  Island  battery  on  the 
occasion  of  the  firing  on  the  United  States  ship  Star 
of  the  West.  He  was  a member  of  this  company  eight 
or  ten  months  and  then  entered  the  Confederate  states 
service  as  private  in  the  Marion  Artillery,  with  which 
he  served  about  Charleston,  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Secessionville  and  in  other  engagements.  A year 
later  he  enlisted  in  Colonel  Charles  J.  Colcock’s  Cavalry 


Regiment  and  served  as  a private  in  Company  A for 
a short  time,  the  next  command  to  which  he  was  at- 
tached being  the  Twenty-seventh  South  Carolina 
Infantry,  in  which  his  father,  Alexander  J.  Champlain, 
also  served.  Going  to  Virginia  with  Hapgood’s  Bri- 
gade in  1864,  father  and  son  fought  against  Butler’s 
army  at  Port  Walthall  Junction,  Swift  Creek  and 
Drewrys  Bluff,  under  Beauregard,  protecting  the  Con- 
federate capital  while  Lee  was  at  the  Wilderness,  and 
with  Lee’s  army  aided  in  repelling  the  assaults  of  Grant 
at  Second  Cold  Harbor  and  in  the  battle  of  Petersburg, 
June  16-18.  After  this  they  were  on  duty  in  the 
trenches  before  Petersburg  or  Richmond,  participating 
also  in  the  fighting  on  the  Weldon  Railroad  and  at 
Reams’  Station  and  in  other  important  engagements 
until  December,  1864,  when  Hapgood’s  Brigade  was 
sent  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  where  Butler 
was  defeated  and  where  the  brigade  was  on  duty  at 
the  front  until  Fort  Fisher  fell.  Mr.  Champlain’s 
last  battle  was  at  Bentonville,  where  the  remnant  of 
his  brigade  did  gallant  service,  and  there  he  was 
wounded  severely.  Being  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina,  he  was  still  there  when  General 
J.  E.  Johnston  surrendered  his  army  at  Greensboro. 
His  father  had  fallen  months  before  in  one  of  the 
battles  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  in  December,  1862, 
his  brother,  William  Ervin  Champlain,  had  been  fatally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 

In  his  life  since  the  war  Edward  A.  Champlain  made 
a similar  record  of  devotion  to  duty  and  his  activity  and 
enterprise  in  business  brought  him  a gratifying  measure 
of  success.  He  came  to  Florida  for  the  southern  Ex- 
press Company,  and  was  its  agent  at  Cedar  Keys  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  business  there,  as  a partner  of  C.  B.  Rogers. 
In  1886  the  firm  moved  its  business  from  Cedar  Keys 
to  Jacksonville,  and  later  formed  the  Consolidated 
Grocery  Company,  Mr.  Champlain  becoming  vice  presi- 
dent. He  was  also  a director  in  the  Florida  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  Champlain  married,  February  13,  1878,  Miss 
Mary  H.  Hodgson,  a native  of  Florida,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children  : Guy  R.,  who  lives  in 
Jacksonville;  Annie  J.,  who  married  J.  C.  Reynolds; 
Edward  Alonzo,  Jr.,  wrho  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Gertrude  W.,  who  lives  at  home;  and  Ernest,  who  re- 
sides in  Jacksonville. 

Mr.  Champlain  belonged  to  the  Jacksonville  Board 
of  Trade,  was  a member  of  the  Seminole  and  other 
clubs,  and  the  Confederate  Veterans  Association.  For 
almost  a quarter  of  a century  he  was  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Jacksonville,  taking  a high  place  among  the 
leading  merchants  of  the  city.  Continuously  connected 
with  its  development  and  improvement,  he  watched 
the  progress  of  the  city  for  many  years  and  took  an 
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active  part  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  general  good  and 
the  substantial  upbuilding  of  the  community.  His 
death  was,  therefore,  widely  regretted,  for  it  deprived 
Jacksonville  and  Duval  county  of  a representative  and 
honored  citizen. 


WILLIAM  CURRY. 

High  on  the  roll  of  eminent  and  honored  citizens 
of  Key  West  appears  the  name  of  William  Curry. 
His  ability  was  an  important  factor  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  city  and  his  memory  is  here  cherished  not  only 
by  reason  of  what  he  has  accomplished  but  also  owing 
to  the  straightforward,  honorable  business  policy 
which  he  ever  followed,  governing  his  actions  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  directing  energy  and  strict,  unswerv- 
ing integrity.  For  more  than  three  score  years  the 
mercantile  house  of  which  he  was  the  founder  has 
sustained  the  same  relation  to  Key  West  and  vicinity 
that  the  house  of  Marshall  Field  & Company  sustains 
to  Chicago.  No  history  of  the  Island  city  would  be 
complete  without  extended  reference  to  his  life  work, 
for  on  every  hand  are  seen  evidences  of  his  ability, 
enterprise  and  public  spirit.  He  was  born  on  Green 
Turtle  Key,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  September 
ii,  1821,  and  when  he  became  a resident  of  Key 
West  on  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  it  was  a little  village, 
its  inhabitants  being  mostly  fishermen  and  wreckers. 
His  initial  start  in  the  business  world  was  as  a clerk 
with  the  mercantile  firm  of  Weever  & Baldwin,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  business  was  closed  out 
about  a year  and  a half  later.  At  that  time  he  se- 
cured a position  in  the  office  of  the  United  States 
quartermaster  and  spent  two  years  with  the  fleet  under 
Commander  McLaughlin  in  the  Seminole  war.  Fol- 
lowing his  retirement  from  the  service  he  occupied  a 
clerkship  with  W.  H.  Wall  until  about  1843,  when 
he  accepted  the  position  of  manager  for  the  mer- 
cantile house  owned  by  G.  L.  Bowne  and  a partner. 
The  latter  was  afterward  succeeded  by  Mr.  Curry 
and  the  firm  of  Bowne  & Curry  was  thus  organized 
in  1845.  From  that  time  forward  the  progress  was 
continuous  and  his  activities  reached  out  along  con- 
stantly broadening  lines.  The  importance  of  his  ef- 
forts, too,  grew  as  the  years  went  on  until  there  were 
few  phases  of  business  life  in  Key  West  with  which 
the  name  of  William  Curry  was  not  associated. 

In  the  year  1844  Mr.  Curry  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Euphemia  Lowe,  a daughter  of  Captain 
John  Lowe,  who  joined  the  firm  of  Bowne  & Curry 
in  the  ownership  and  operating  of  the  wrecking 
schooner  Lavinia,  which  proved  a most  fortunate 
investment.  During  his  entire  life  Mr.  Curry  was 


largely  interested  in  the  salvage  of  wrecks  along  the 
Peninsular  coast  and  keys  and  his  mercantile  busi- 
ness consisted  principally  in  furnishing  vessel  supplies 
and  farm  stores  for  those  connected  with  shipping. 
The  firm  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  ship  build- 
ing. They  built  the  ship  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  at  a 
cost  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  also  the  pilot  boats 
George  L.  Bowne  and  Euphemia,  and  they  owned  or 
were  interested  in  many  sloops  and  schooners.  Mr. 
Curry  insisted  on  the  best  obtainable  workmanship 
and  all  the  vessels  built  under  his  supervision  were 
among  the  finest  of  their  class.  In  the  severe  gale  in 
1846  the  firm  of  Bowne  & Curry  met  with  heavy 
disaster,  their  store  and  large  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise being  destroyed,  at  a heavy  loss.  Soon  after- 
ward, however,  they  purchased  property  on  Front 
and  Simonton  streets,  where  with  ample  wharfage 
and  land,  store  and  storehouses  were  erected  and 
the  business  was  resumed  on  an  enlarged  scale. 

In  1861  Mr.  Bowne  withdrew  from  the  firm  on 
account  of  ill  health,  selling  all  his  interests,  real  and 
personal,  to  Mr.  Curry.  The  latter  continued  the 
business  successfully  for  more  than  thirty  years  under 
his  own  name,  after  which,  in  1892,  he  retired  and 
was  then  succeeded  by  his  sons,  Charles,  George  H. 
and  Milton  W.  Curry,  and  his  son-in-law  Captain 
Martin  L.  Hellings,  under  the  firm  name  of  William 
Curry’s  Sons.  In  1906  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  William  Curry  Sons’  Company. 
A recent  publication  in  writing  of  that  firm  said 
“They  have  established  extensive  new  enterprises: 
Two  large  ship  railways  for  hauling  vessels  of  one 
thousand  and  five  hundred  tons  respectively,  used  in 
the  building  and  repairing  of  vessels;  also  docks, 
lighters,  dredges  and  tow-boats.  Among  others  of 
their  enterprises  is  the  largest  ice  manufacturing  plant 
in  southern  Florida ; an  electric  light  plant  of  suffi- 
cient power  to  supply  the  city,  and  other  projects  of 
equal  magnitude  exemplify  their  progressiveness  and 
public  enterprise.  Their  storehouses,  docks  and  fac- 
tories cover  several  acres  of  ground,  and  employment 
is  given  to  scores  of  men.  The  business  is  all  sys- 
tematized and  each  department  has  its  head.  Their 
ice  manufacturing  plant  is  designed  to  meet  local  de- 
mands and  the  conveniences  of  the  great  shipping 
interests  concentrated  here.  Large  quantities  of  ice 
are  consumed  by  those  engaged  in  the  export  of  fresh 
fish  to  Havana.  A cold  storage  establishment  is 
attached  to  the  ice  plant.  Their  extensive  electric 
plant  is  adequate  to  furnish  motive  power  for  man- 
ufacturing and  domestic  purposes,  aside  from  illumi- 
nation. Their  long  lines  of  wharves,  at  which  scores 
of  vessels  are  daily  loading  and  unloading,  present 
a continually  busy  scene.  The  firsh  market,  too,  is 
located  upon  their  docks,  where  an  almost  incredible 
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amount  of  fish  is  offered.  Their  great  warehouses 
are  filled  with  one  of  the  largest  stocks  of  ship 
chandlery,  hardware  and  general  merchandise  to  be 
found  in  Florida.  This  firm  also  owns  the  large  brick 
bonded  warehouses,  in  which  thousands  of  bales  of 
Havana  tobacco  are  stored ; and  buildings  of  like  pro- 
portion are  held  in  reserve  for  the  storage  of  wrecked 
cargoes  which  are  periodically  brought  into  this  port. 
The  firm  is  universally  conceded  a leading  place 
among  the  great  business  firms  of  the  peninsula,  and 
under  the  present  admirable  management  its  prestige 
is  likely  to  be  maintained  for  many  years  to  come.” 

The  former  indicates  how  closely  has  the  name  of 
Curry  been  associated  with  the  upbuilding  and  devel- 
opment of  Key  West  and  the  promotion  of  her 
business  affairs.  William  Curry  was  a man  of 
indomitable  enterprise  and  carried  forward  to  success- 
ful completion  whatever  he  undertook.  He  was  never 
actuated  by  the  spirit  of  vaulting  ambition,  yet  he 
never  feared  to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity 
led  the  way,  and  the  simple  weight  of  his  character 
and  ability  carried  him  into  important  relations. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curry  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children : Charles,  deceased,  of  whom  mention  is 

made  on  another  page  of  this  volume ; Louisa,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Joseph  Yates  Porter,  state  health  officer 
of  Florida;  George  IT,  who  was  born  December  24, 
1852,  and  died  January  16,  1906,  leaving  a wife  and 
three  children;  Henry  F.,  who  was  born  February  7, 
1854,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Braidentown,  Florida; 
Robert  O.,  deceased,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work ; Eleanor,  the  widow  of  Captain  Martin  L. 
Hellings;  Florida  E.,  the  wife  of  J.  Vining  Harris; 
and  Milton  William,  who  since  1907  has  been  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  William  Curry  Sons’ 
Company.  He  is  the  only  survivor  among  the  three 
sons  and  son-in-law  to  whom  the  father  turned  over 
his  business  upon  his  retirement  in  1892.  Milton  W. 
Curry  was  born  at  Key  West,  November  6,  1866, 
was  educated  in  the  north  and  the  greater  part  of 
his  early  manhood  was  spent  in  New  York  city;  but 
in  1907,  following  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  he 
returned  to  Key  West  and  accepted  the  presidency 
of  the  great  firm  founded  by  his  father.  During  the 
six  years  in  which  he  has  had  active  general  manage- 
ment the  high  prestige  and  good  name  of  the  house 
has  been  admirably  maintained,  and  its  sphere  of 
general  usefulness  has  continued  to  broaden  and  ex- 
pand. Milton  Curry  owns  and  occupies  a palatial 
home  in  Key  West  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
one  of  the  city’s  foremost  residents. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1894,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Curry  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  with 
a banquet  tendered  their  children,  their  sons  and 
daughters-in-law,  and  their  grandchildren,  dispensing 


gifts  and  remembering  friends  in  their  usually  gra- 
cious and  generous  manner.  Mr.  Curry  celebrated 
his  seventy-third  birthday  on  that  day.  Ill  health 
fastened  upon  him  soon  afterward  and  on  the  23d 
of  January,  1896,  death  called  him,  Key  West 
thereby  losing  one  of  its  most  valued,  prominent  and 
honored  citizens.  His  funeral  services  were  most  im- 
posing. All  of  Key  West  united  to  honor  the  mem- 
ory of  the  man  who  had  done  so  much  for  the  city. 
Business  was  practically  suspended  during  the  hour 
of  the  funeral,  which  was  attended  by  all  of  Key 
West’s  most  distinguished  citizens  and  many  others 
from  outside  the  city.  His  life  was  indeed  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial  in  its  effects.  It  was  a factor  in 
the  material  growth  and  progress  of  Key  West  and 
was  as  well  a strong  element  in  its  moral  advance- 
ment, for  he  set  an  example  for  the  present  genera- 
tion of  integrity,  enterprise  and  unsullied  honor  that 
should  be  followed  by  all.  His  name  is  interwoven 
with  his  city’s  greatness  and  prosperity  and  is  im- 
pressed in  equally  indelible  manner  upon  all  of  those 
influences  which  are  factors  for  the  betterment  of  the 
individual  and  the  community  at  large. 


DEXTER  MARVIN  LOWRY. 

Dexter  Marvin  Lowry,  mayor  of  Tallahassee  and 
prominent  in  various  phases  of  community  life,  is  a 
man  to  whom  success  has  come  as  a result  of  earnest 
labor,  close  application  and  intelligently  directed 
energy.  He  was  born  in  Valley  Head,  Alabama, 
January  23,  1876,  and  is  a son  of  George  M.  D.  and 
Mary  E.  (Long)  Lowry,  both  natives  of  that  state. 
The  father  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising there  but  is  now  living  retired.  To  their 
union  were  born  nine  children : Forrest,  of  Chat- 

tanooga, Tennessee;  Lora,  the  wife  of  W.  C.  White, 
of  Atlanta,  Georgia ; Dexter  Marvin,  of  this  review ; 
Charles  W.,  of  Checotah,  Oklahoma ; Sally,  the  wife 
of  William  Thompson,  of  Alabama ; George,  of  Mus- 
kogee, Oklahoma;  Nicholas,  of  Tennessee;  Russell; 
and  Fred. 

Dexter  M.  Lowry  began  his  independent  career 
when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  going  to  Musko- 
gee, Oklahoma,  where  he  established  himself  in  the 
cotton  seed  oil  business.  After  one  year  he  went  to 
Eufaula,  Oklahoma,  and  in  1900  came  to  Tallahassee, 
where  he  organized  and  incorporated  The  Florida 
Cotton  Oil  Company,  of  which  he  is  still  the  head. 
He  is  also  vice  president  of  the  Capital  City  Bank. 
He  is  recognized  as  a resourceful,  able  and  far-sighted 
business  man,  unwavering  in  his  integrity,  high  in  his 
standards  and  upright  and  straightforward  in  all  of 
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his  business  dealings,  and  success  has  attended  his 
well  directed  labor,  making  him  today  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Lowry  married  Miss  Letitia  Rawls,  a daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  W.  A.  Rawls,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Dexter  and  Mary  M.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Lowry  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Elks,  and  he 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
on  its  ticket  has  been  elected  mayor  of  Tallahassee 
four  times.  He  has  given  to  the  city  an  hon- 
est, straightforward  and  progressive  administration 
marked  by  businesslike  and  constructive  work  in  the 
public  interests  and  has  made  a record  in  the  office 
which  promises  well  for  his  continued  political  ad- 
vancement. A local  paper  says  of  him : “The  mayor 
of  Tallahassee  is  one  of  those  clean-cut,  vigorous 
and  magnetic  personalities  that  attract  attention  away 
from  home  and  make  friends  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  He  has  been  mentioned  for  numerous  offices, 
ranging  from  state  senator  to  governor  and  member 
of  congress,  but  he  has  so  far  resisted  the  allure- 
ments of  office  other  than  that  of  chief  executive  of 
the  capital  city  of  his  state.  There  are  many,  how- 
ever, who  expect  to  have  the  privilege  sooner  or  later 
of  supporting  him  for  a higher  position  and  those 
who  know  him  have  no  doubt  that  he  would  fill  any 
office  in  the  state  with  credit  and  distinction.  He  is 
of  that  clean,  progressive  type  of  young  men  who 
are  accomplishing  things,  both  political  and  material, 
in  the  state  of  Florida  today.” 


WILLIAM  W.  CARTER. 

William  W.  Carter,  prominently  identified  with 
newspaper  interests  of  Daytona  as  publisher  of  the 
Halifax  Journal,  was  born  in  Indiana  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  City, 
where  he  also  learned  the  printer’s  trade.  His  resi- 
dence here  dates  from  1877.  Two  years  later  he  es- 
tablished a job  printing  office  in  the  city.  In  1882 
F.  A.  Mann  founded  the  Halifax  Journal,  a weekly 
publication,  which  has  had  a continuous  existence 
since  that  time.  Mr.  Carter  took  an  office  in  the  =ame 
building  and  opened  a job  printing  establishment.  He 
immediately  became  connected  with  the  paper,  as- 
sisting in  make-up  work  and  in  the  publication  of 
the  Journal.  In  1912  he  purchased  the  paper  and 
since  that  time  has  conducted  the  enterprise  alone, 
making  it  an  excellent  weekly  publication.  By  ad- 
vocating in  its  columns  progressive  public  measures 
and  by  working  earnestly  for  the  advancement  and 


welfare  of  the  city  he  has  secured  a liberal  and  rep- 
resentative circulation  which  makes  him  powerful  as 
a director  of  public  thought  and  opinion.  He  has 
also  a large  advertising  patronage. 

Mr.  Carter  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor 
and  has  been  secretary  since  the  foundation  of  the 
order  in  1880.  He  is  a progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen  and  a far-sighted,  able  and  discriminating 
business  man  and  as  such  a valuable  factor  in  the 
general  growth  and  development  of  the  city  in  which 
he  lives. 


J.  HOWARD  SYLVESTER,  Jr. 

Gadsden  county  finds  a worthy  representative  of 
its  general  agricultural,  tobacco-raising  and  dairy 
interests  in  J.  Howard  Sylvester,  Jr.,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  landowners  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He 
owns  and  operates  one  thousand  acres  of  land  near 
Quincy  and  by  his  practical  and  modern  methods  of 
work,  his  industry,  honesty  and  success  has  made 
substantial  contributions  to  the  general  progress  and 
advancement.  He  was  born  in  Gadsden  county,  May 
1 7,  1873,  and  is  a son  of  J.  Howard  and  Annie  (Mc- 
Call) Sylvester,  the  former  a native  of  Florida  and 
the  latter  of  Tennessee.  The  father  has  been  engaged 
in  farming  all  during  his  active  career  and  is  now  a 
prosperous  and  successful  agriculturist.  He  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  eight  children  : Sally  V.,  the 
wife  of  James  D.  Beasley,  of  Tennessee;  William,  a 
resident  of  Bainbridge,  Georgia ; J.  Howard,  of  this 
review  ; Donald  S.,  deceased ; Robert  D.,  of  Quincy, 
Florida;  Palmer  H.,  of  Gadsden  county;  Mary  E.,  who 
married  Fred  Foster,  of  Port  St.  Joe;  and  Pauline, 
deceased. 

Since  beginning  his  active  career  J.  Howard  Syl- 
vester, Jr.,  has  been  in  business  as  a grower  and 
packer  of  fine  tobacco.  He  understands  thoroughly 
everything  relating  to  this  line  of  work  and,  being 
a practical,  far-sighted  and  able  business  man,  has 
met  with  an  enviable  degree  of  success  in  carrying 
forward  his  interests,  which  are  today  extensive  and 
profitable.  He  owns  one  thousand  acres  of  land 
and  in  addition  to  his  tobacco  interests  is  also  the 
proprietor  of  a large  dairy,  keeping  one  hundred  and 
fifty  high-grade  milch  cows. 

Mr.  Sylvester  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  was  with  Miss  Catherine  R.  Woodbury,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children : John  A.,  James  IT. 

and  Mary  C.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Sylvester  married  Mrs.  Annie  (Ball)  McFarlin,  who 
by  her  former  marriage  became  the  mother  of  a son, 
John  McFarlin. 
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Mr.  Sylvester  is  a Presbyterian  in  his  religious 
views,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church. 
Fraternally  he  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  Closely  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  this  county  as  one  of  its  successful 
agriculturists  and  business  men,  he  has  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  entire  community,  and  his 
place  in  the  business  world  is  prominent  and  secure, 
based  on  integrity,  honor  and  straightforward  deal- 
ings. 


JUDGE  THOMAS  PICTON  WARLOW. 

No  name  is  more  justly  honored  in  professional, 
political,  business  and  fraternal  circles  of  Orlando 
than  that  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Picton  Warlow,  now 
serving  as  judge  of  the  criminal  court  of  record.  A 
man  of  varied  interests  and  of  forceful  personality, 
he  has  during  the  twenty-nine  years  he  has  resided 
in  the  city  identified  himself  closely  with  practically 
every  phase  of  community  development  and  has  been 
a great  force  in  the  city’s  expansion  while  winning 
for  himself  the  esteem  of  his  associates  and  his  full 
share  of  business,  political  and  legal  honors. 

Judge  Warlow  was  born  in  India,  of  English  par- 
ents, and  acquired  his  education  in  Switzerland  and 
France.  After  completing  it  he  came  to  America  and 
in  1884  settled  in  Orlando,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  studied  law  and  in  1888  was  admitted  to 
the  Florida  bar,  becoming  connected  with  the  law 
firm  of  Massey  & Willcox.  In  1893  he  was  made  a 
partner  of  Louis  C.  Massey,  upon  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Willcox.  He  soon  became  prominent  in  local 
democratic  politics,  beginning  his  public  career  in 
1907,  when  he  was  appointed  county  solicitor  of 
Orange  county  by  Governor  Broward,  filling  that  of- 
fice with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  entire  community  until  1909.  In  March,  1911, 
his  election  by  the  democratic  executive  committee  of 
Orange  county  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  county 
court  of  criminal  record  was  ratified  by  Governor 
Gilchrist.  In  the  primary  of  1912  he  was  re- 
nominated and  he  is  now  serving  in  that  position, 
discharging  his  duties  with  the  same  energy,  con- 
scientiousness and  public  spirit  which  he  brought  to 
the  other  positions  of  public  trust  which  he  has  held. 

It  is  not  alone  along  political  lines,  however,  that 
Judge  Warlow  has  made  his  name  a synonym  for 
progressive  and  constructive  work,  for  many  of  the 
most  important  business  and  corporate  interests  in 
the  city  owe  their  growth  and  progress  to  his  initia- 
tive and  organizing  ability.  In  connection  with 
Senator  Massey  he  took  a leading  part  in  the  or- 


ganization of  the  Bank  of  Orlando  in  1893  and  he  is 
now  serving  as  vice  president  and  a director  of  that 
institution.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Overstreet  Crate 
Company ; vice  president  of  the  Orlando  Sanitarium, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers ; and  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

In  1894  Judge  Warlow  married  Miss  Halle  Wright, 
of  Chicago,  a daughter  of  the  late  Abner  Miles 
Wright.  They  have  three  children,  Helen,  Grace 
Picton  and  Thomas  Picton,  Jr.  Fraternally  Judge 
Warlow  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  active  in  the  afifairs  of  many  of 
the  leading  fraternal  organizations.  From  1900  to 
1910  he  served  as  district  deputy  grand  master  for 
the  thirteenth  district  of  Florida,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
was  grand  high  priest  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
1910.  He  is  exalted  ruler  of  Orlando  Lodge,  No. 
1097,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  the 
business  world  he  was  honored  in  1906  with  the  vice 
presidency  for  the  state  of  Florida  of  the  American 
Bankers  Association,  an  office  which  brought  him  into 
national  prominence  as  an  organizer  and  financier. 
The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a loyal  supporter 
and  at  present  he  is  doing  active  and  beneficial  work 
as  chairman  of  the  school  board  of  the  Cathedral 
School  for  Girls.  He  is,  and  has  been  for  a number  of 
years,  secretary  of  the  Cathedral  Chapter.  He  is  a 
man  of  cosmopolitan  culture,  broad  and  liberal  views 
and  effective  public  spirit  and  as  such  is  a valued  addi- 
tion to  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 


HON.  WILLTAM  A.  HALLOWES,  Jr. 

Hon.  William  A.  Hallowes,  Jr.,  states  attorney  for 
the  fourth  judicial  circuit  of  Florida  and  a practi- 
tioner at  the  Jacksonville  bar  since  1903  is  one  of 
the  younger  representatives  of  the  profession  who  has 
gained  a reputation  that  many  an  older  lawyer  might 
well  envy.  He  was  born  September  11,  1881,  in  the 
city  which  is  still  his  place  of  residence,  his  parents 
being  William  A.  and  Lydia  (Telfair)  Hallowes, 
natives  of  Georgia  and  Florida  respectively.  The 
father,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  turpentine  busi- 
ness in  Florida  for  a number  of  years,  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  St.  John  county. 

William  A.  Hallowes  supplemented  his  early  edu- 
cation, acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  Duval 
county,  by  a course  in  the  University  of  Georgia, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1903.  He  had  pur- 
sued the  study  of  law  there  and  following  his  grad- 
uation was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  the 
state.  He  then  opened  an  office  in  Jacksonville, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  and  has  gained  a not- 
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able  and  enviable  position  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  the  courts  here.  In  1906  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  referees  in  bankruptcy  of  the  United 
States  district  court  in  the  southern  district  of  Florida 
by  Hon.  James  W.  Locke,  district  judge,  and  was 
reappointed  in  1908.  The  same  year  he  was  elected 
states  attorney  and  so  excellent  was  the  record  which 
he  made  in  that  connection  that  he  was  reelected  in 
1912  without  opposition.  Certainly  no  higher  testi- 
monial of  his  efficiency,  fidelity  and  capability  could 
be  given.  He  carefully  prepares  his  cases  and  safe- 
guards the  interests  of  the  public  at  large,  presenting 
his  cause  in  a strong,  forcefxd,  logical  manner.  He  is 
a member  of  both  the  local  and  state  bar  associations 
and  has  the  high  respect  of  his  professional  brethren. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hallowes  manifests  a thor- 
ough understanding  of  principles  and  questions  in- 
volved and  his  position  is  never  an  equivocal  one.  He 
is  an  active  advocate  of  any  cause  which  he  espouses 
and  is  well  known  in  both  local  and  state  political 
circles. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hallowes  is  connected  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order,  and  in  social  circles  he  is  also  widely  and  favor- 
ably known.  He  was  married  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1906,  to  Miss  Sara  Rhea,  a daughter  of  W.  D.  Rhea 
of  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee.  They  have  one  son, 
who  bears  the  name  of  his  father  and  grandfather, 
William  A.  Hallowes. 


PHILIP  KEYES  YONGE. 

A man  of  constructive  intelligence,  modern  views 
and  aggressive  action,  Philip  Keyes  Yonge  has  made 
steady  progress  since  the  beginning  of  his  active 
career  and  today  as  president  and  manager  of  the 
Southern  States  Lumber  Company,  stands  as  a prom- 
inent figure  in  the  industrial  and  general  business 
development  of  the  city.  An  initiative  spirit  guided 
by  sound  and  practical  judgment  has  influenced  his 
activities  and  forms  the  basis  of  a success  which  has 
been  wisely  used  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of 
the  community  where  he  has  been  an  active  business 
factor  for  the  past  thirty-seven  years. 

Mr.  Yonge  is  a native  of  Jackson  county,  born  May 
27,  1850,  and  is  of  English  ancestry,  the  family  hav- 
ing been  founded  in  America  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  His  father,  Chandler  Cox  Yonge, 
was  also  a resident  of  Jackson  county,  where  he  was 
prominent  in  the  law  and  in  politics,  serving  as  secre- 
tary of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1838,  which 
drew  up  the  laws  under  which  Florida  was  admitted 


to  the  Union.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  first 
state  legislature  and  was  later  United  States  district 
attorney  under  Presidents  Polk,  Pierce  and  Buchanan. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  prominent  among  the 
supporters  of  the  southern  Confederacy,  serving  as 
district  attorney  for  Florida  under  the  Confederate 
government  and  later  organizing  a company  of  volun- 
teers, known  as  “Yonge’s  Confederates.”  In  1863  he 
was  commissioned  major  in  the  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment of  the  Army  of  the  Confederacy  and  sta- 
tioned at  Tallahassee.  After  the  close  of  hostilities 
he  made  his  home  in  Pensacola,  where  he  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  distinguished  lawyers  in 
the  state.  His  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Julia 
Ann  Cole,  of  Virginia. 

Philip  K.  Yonge  attended  the  University  of  Georgia, 
graduating  in  1871  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  re- 
ceiving in  the  following  year  his  degrees  of  A.  M. 
and  B.  L.  In  1873  he  began  his  career  in  Pensacola, 
serving  as  clerk  to  the  British  vice  consul,  a capacity 
in  which  he  acted  until  1875.  He  afterward  spent  a 
short  time  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business 
and  was  for  one  year  city  clerk  of  Pensacola.  Leaving 
this  office  in  1876,  he  accepted  a position  as  book- 
keeper with  the  Muscogee  Lumber  Company  and  has 
since  that  time  been  connected  with  lumber  interests 
here,  his  energy  and  industry  aiding  him  in  the  de- 
velopment of  a successful  business  career.  After  one 
year  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  concern  and  did 
capable  work  in  this  office  until  1889,  when  the  Mus- 
cogee Lumber  Company  was  succeeded  by  the  South- 
ern States  Land  & Timber  Company,  Limited,  of 
which  Mr.  Yonge  was  made  assistant  manager.  He 
afterward  served  for  one  year  as  manager  of  the 
company’s  New  York  office  and  in  1892  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Muscogee  Mills,  a position  which 
he  held  for  three  years,  or  until  the  company  went 
into  the  hands  of  receivers.  Mr.  Yonge,  as  a man 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  condition  of  the  busi- 
ness and  the  details  of  its  management,  was  made  spe- 
cial agent  and  manager  for  the  receivers  and  had  full 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  concern  until  1898,  guid- 
ing the  destinies  of  the  company  tactfully  and  wisely 
through  a trying  period  in  its  history  and  finally  put- 
ting its  affairs  into  shape  for  reorganization.  In  1898 
the  Southern  States  Lumber  Company  was  organized, 
taking  over  all  of  the  valuable  holdings  of  its  prede- 
cessor, and  Mr.  Yonge  was  elected  vice  president  and 
manager.  In  1903  he  was  made  president  and  man- 
ager. The  Southern  States  Lumber  Company  controls 
large  and  valuable  tracts  of  timber  land  in  Escambia, 
county,  Florida,  and  Escambia  and  Baldwin  counties, 
Alabama,  and  manufactures  both  rough  and  finished 
lumber,  operating  one  of  the  largest  lumber  export- 
ing concerns  in  this  section. 
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On  December  13,  1876,  Mr.  Yonge  married  Miss 
Lucie  C.  Davis,  a daughter  of  John  E.  and  Sarah  C. 
Davis,  formerly  residents  of  Columbus,  Georgia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yonge  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  A.  Louise,  who 

married  P.  A.  Buck;  Julien  Chandler;  John  E.  Davis; 
Henry  Mather;  Malcolm  Roland;  Chandler  Cox; 
and  Marjorie  Jean. 

Mr.  Yonge  is  connected  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Osceola 
Club,  while  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  From  1877  until  1890  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  public  instruction  of  Es- 
cambia county,  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
during  which  he  declined  to  act.  Since  1905  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  board  of  control  of  the  state 
of  Florida  and  has  been  chairman  of  that  board  for 
the  past  four  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Pensa- 
cola city  council  for  four  years.  Through  his  business 
and  political  associations  Mr.  Yonge  has  become  widely 
known  among  the  men  of  weight  and  influence  in 
Pensacola,  in  whose  ranks  he  stands,  and  for  over  a 
third  of  a century  he  has  been  a representative  of  the 
city’s  most  progressive  and  powerful  business  interests. 


MRS.  MINNIE  HILL  MARCH. 

It  is  seldom,  indeed,  that  a woman  possesses  such 
conspicuous  organizing  and  executive  ability,  such  a 
power  of  coordinating,  planning  and  systematizing 
and  such  general  business  efficiency  as  is  displayed 
by  Mrs.  Minnie  Hill  March  in  her  capable  management 
of  the  Llotel  Halcyon  in  Miami.  She  is  vice  president 
of  the  operating  company  and  half  owner  in  the 
concern,  and  the  remarkable  growth  which  the  institu- 
tion has  made  is  due  entirely  to  her  intelligently 
directed  efforts  since  she  assumed  control  as  resident 
manager  in  1911.  Mrs.  March  was  born  in  Greene 
county,  Ohio,  October  17,  1868,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Gilbert  Walker  Hill,  a native  of  Virginia  and  a farmer 
by  occupation.  With  his  parents  he  moved  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Greene  county  when  he  was  still  a child  and 
grew  to  maturity  there,  becoming  one  of  the  success- 
ful and  prominent  farmers  of  that  section  of  the  state. 
He  has  now,  however,  disposed  of  his  property  in  Ohio 
and  makes  his  home  in  Miami,  where  he  lives  retired. 
His  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Minerva  An- 
stace  McFarland,  also  a native  of  Greene  county.  The 
Hill  family  is  of  old  Virginia  Revolutionary  stock  and, 
in  fact,  on  both  sides  Mrs.  March  is  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
and  in  the  Colonial  Dames. 


Mrs.  March  spent  her  girlhood  on  her  father’s  farm 
in  Greene  county,  Ohio,  and  on  August  17,  1889,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  married  William  Everard 
March.  He  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  June  24, 
1858,  and  was  a son  of  Edwin  Everett  March,  a repre- 
sentative of  an  old  English  family  and  a direct  descend- 
ant of  the  Earl  of  March,  once  the  rightful  heir  to  the 
English  throne.  The  family  coat  of  arms  shows  the 
noble  lineage  and  the  family’s  position  in  England  was 
for  many  generations  supported  by  the  great  wealth 
of  its  members.  William  Everard  March  was  a farmer 
and  fruit  grower  by  occupation  and  immediately  after 
his  marriage  moved  with  his  wife  to  Center  Hill,  Flor- 
ida, where  he  purchased  a bearing  fruit  grove  and 
started  new  trees  on  another  tract  of  land.  The  great 
frost  of  1895,  however,  destroyed  all  his  trees  and 
influenced  Mr.  March  in  his  determination  to  remove 
further  south.  Accordingly,  in  August,  1895,  he  came 
to  Dade  county,  Florida,  and  started  a fruit  grove  ten 
miles  south  of  the  present  site  of  Miami,  the  town  at 
that  time  having  not  yet  been  founded.  Mr.  March 
made  a thorough  study  of  everything  relating  to  his 
line  of  business  and  was  recognized  as  a standard 
authority  on  tropical  fruit  cultivation,  being  often 
called  upon  by  agents  of  the  United  States  government 
for  data  on  this  subject.  In  addition  to  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  growing  of  citrus  fruits  in  Dade  county 
he  was  also  extensively  interested  in  local  real  estate, 
acquiring  large  and  important  holdings.  He  died  May 
13,  1911,  leaving  his  widow  and  one  daughter,  Wini- 
fred Lucile,  who  is  now  completing  her  education  in 
Fairmount  Seminary,  Washington,  D.  C.  Another 
daughter,  Augusta  Belton,  died  in  infancy. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  March  found 
herself  dependent  upon  her  own  resources  and  with 
pluck  and  courage,  rare  in  a woman,  she  determined 
to  enter  the  business  world.  Accordingly,  with  two 
associates  she  purchased  the  Halcyon  Hall  Hotel  in 
Miami,  a fine  modern  hostelry,  second  only  to  the 
Royal  Palm  and  undoubtedly  the  finest  tourist  hotel  in 
Florida  outside  of  those  controlled  by  the  Flagler  inter- 
ests. Mrs.  March’s  partners  being  non  residents,  she 
took  active  charge  of  the  enterprise,  changing  the  name 
to  Hotel  Halcyon,  a title  under  which  it  is  now  con- 
ducted. She  has  enlarged  its  capacity,  made  many 
improvements  in  equipment  and  furnishings  and  since 
assuming  charge  has  thoroughly  superintended  all  de- 
tails of  management,  leaving  nothing  undone  to  make 
the  hotel  modern  and  luxurious  in  every  respect.  The 
Hotel  Halcyon,  located  in  the  heart  of  Miami,  con- 
structed according  to  a unique  and  beautiful  design, 
is  one  of  the  most  picturesque  and  attractive  places  in 
the  city  which  it  adorns  and  beautifies.  The  original 
cost,  exclusive  of  the  property  upon  which  it  stands, 
the  furnishings  and  improvements,  was  two  hundred 
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thousand  dollars  and  today,  with  the  more  recent  im- 
provements it  doubtless  represents  a total  value  of  half 
a million  dollars.  Although  built  along  modern  lines  and 
lavishly  furnished  at  the  outset,  the  hotel  was  not  suc- 
cessful from  a financial  standpoint  in  the  beginning, 
four  expert  hotelmen  having  made  a failure  of  its 
management.  It  remained  for  Mrs.  March  to  put  it 
upon  a profitable  basis  and  to  so  direct  its  operation 
that  it  is  today  not  only  a large,  beautiful  and  attractive 
hostelry  but  a profitable  and  well  managed  business 
enterprise  as  well. 

Mrs.  March  is  a member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Miami,  in  which  her  husband  was  a ruling 
elder,  and  she  is  interested  in  religious  work  and  al- 
ways ready  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  church  expan- 
sion. She  has  not  allowed  her  business  success  to 
detract  in  any  way  from  her  charming  personality  and 
is  an  attractive  and  broad-minded  woman,  who  has 
proven  her  ability  in  the  splendid  results  which  have 
attended  her  labors. 


G.  SCOTT  GREGORY. 

G.  Scott  Gregory,  now  serving  ably  and  efficiently 
as  sherifif  of  Gadsden  county,  is  a native  of  Florida, 
born  in  Wakulla  county,  March  18,  1872.  He  is  a 
son  of  Holvert  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Causseaux)  Greg- 
ory, the  former  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
latter  of  Florida.  The  father  served  through  the 
Civil  war  as  a sergeant  and  was  wounded  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Natural  Bridge.  He  was  prominent  and  im- 
portant in  local  public  affairs,  at  one  time  representing 
his  county  in  the  state  assembly.  For  many  years  he 
gave  his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  farming  and 
was  prosperous  and  successful  in  this  line  of  work, 
dying  August  2,  1881.  He  was  survived  by  his 
wife  until  March  19,  1892.  To  their  union  were 
born  six  children:  Julia  and  Annie,  deceased;  Hol- 

vert Lee,  of  Tallahassee,  Florida;  G.  Scott,  of  this 
review;  Allien,  deceased;  and  Albert  M.,  of  Quincy, 
Florida. 

G.  Scott  Gregory  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm  and  remained  there  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Quincy  and  for 
one  year  was  engaged  in  dealing  in  tobacco.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  formed  a partnership  with  W.  H. 
Moseley  and  together  they  remained  nine  years  in 
the  cattle  business,  Mr.  Gregory  then  turning  his  at- 
tention to  public  affairs.  He  was  elected  city  marshal 
of  Quincy  and  resigned  this  position  at  the  end  of 
six  years  to  make  the  campaign  for  the  office  of  sher- 
iff. He  was  elected  in  1908  and  reelected  in  1912, 
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and  proving  himself  able,  energetic  and  far-sighted 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Mr.  Gregory  married  Miss  Catherine  Saunders,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nellie  (Alexander)  Saunders, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children : 
May  Theresa,  Nellie  Prescott,  Gladys  Catherine  and 
Holvert  Chatman.  Mr.  Gregory  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks.  Plis  ability  and  public  spirit  have  been 
demonstrated  in  his  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  office 
he  holds  and  he  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected,  not 
only  as  a public  official,  but  as  an  honorable  and  up- 
right citizen. 


ELIJAH  BRYAN  ERWIN. 

Elijah  Bryan  Erwin,  creditably  and  ably  filling  the 
position  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  was  born  in 
Greenwood,  Jackson  county,  December  22,  1861.  He 
is  a son  of  John  M.  F.  and  Georgia  Carolina  (Brvan) 
Erwin,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North  Car- 
olina, of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  while  the  latter  was  a 
native  of  Florida,  of  Irish  extraction.  The  father 
came  to  this  state  in  1840  and  located  in  Greenwood, 
where  he  spent  two  years  as  a school  teacher  before 
removing  to  New  Orleans.  After  three  years  in  that 
city  he  returned  to  Jackson  county  and  established 
himself  as  a general  merchant,  following  this  line  of 
occupation  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
he  joined  the  Confederate  army,  going  to  the  front 
as  lieutenant  in  Robinson’s  Company,  Finley  Brigade. 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
legislature,  serving  from  1865  to  1866  and  accomplish- 
ing in  this  time  far-reaching  and  beneficial  work. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  resumed 
his  mercantile  business  and  also  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent in  farming,  passing  away  in  1878.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  dying  in  1911.  To  their  union 
were  born  three  children:  Elijah  Bryan,  the  subject 

of  this  sketch;  John  M.  F.,  who  was  accidentally 
drowned  in  Lake  Michigan ; and  Isaac,  who  is  cap- 
tain in  the  Thirtieth  United  States  Infantry,  stationed 
in  Alaska. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Elijah  B.  Erwin  secured  a 
position  as  shipping  clerk  in  a warehouse  in  Neals 
Landing  but  held  this  position  for  only  a few  months, 
coming  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Marianna,  where 
for  two  years  he  engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1887 
he  returned  to  Greenwood  and  purchased  an  inter- 
est in  a general  store,  dividing  his  attention  between 
the  conduct  of  this  concern  and  a large  lumber  busi- 
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ness  until  1904,  when  he  again  took  up  his  residence 
in  Marianna.  Here  he  has  become  identified  with 
banking  interests,  serving  for  six  years  as  cashier  of 
the  Citizens  Bank  of  Marianna  and  becoming  a power 
and  a force  in  local  financial  circles.  Returning  to 
Greenwood  in  1910,  he  again  became  connected  with 
the  mercantile  business  but  after  two  years  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  a position  which  he  still  fills, 
his  official  life  being  marked  by  the  same  earnest, 
capable  and  conscientious  work,  which  distinguished 
and  made  successful  his  business  career. 

In  August,  1890,  Mr.  Erwin  married  Miss  Hattie 
Ackland  Vereen  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children : Georgie,  who  is  a graduate  of  a college  at 

Roanoke,  Virginia ; Margaret,  who  was  educated  at 
Eufaula,  Alabama,  and  who  is  now  studying  nursing 
in  Mobile,  Alabama;  Hattie  A.,  who  is  attending 
school  in  Danville,  Virginia;  Sarah,  deceased;  and 
Marion,  Lucy,  Patty  Irene,  Elijah  Bryan,  Jr.,  John 
M.  F.  and  Virginia,  all  of  whom  live  at  home.  Mrs. 
Erwin  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Mr.  Erwin  gives  his  political  support  to  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  fraternally  has  extensive  and  im- 
portant connection,  being  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  the  Masonic  order.  In  the  last  named  organiza- 
tion he  has  attained  a position  of  prominence,  having 
been  for  a number  of  years  master  of  Chipola  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M.  A man  of  keen  discrimination  and  sound 
judgment,  he  confines  his  attention  largely  to  the  af- 
fairs of  the  public  office  he  now  holds  and  his  execu- 
tive ability  and  excellent  management  have  made  him 
well  known  and  prominent  in  financial  circles. 


COLONEL  JOHN  M.  MARTIN. 

Colonel  John  M.  Martin  has  passed  the  eighty- 
first  milestone  on  life’s  journey  and  in  the  evening  of 
life  is  receiving  the  respect  and  veneration  which 
should  ever  be  accorded  to  a man  of  his  years,  whose 
record  has  been  characterized  by  the  qualities  of  up- 
right, honorable  manhood.  He  has  lived  to  witness 
remarkable  changes  not  only  in  the  district  in  which 
he  makes  his  home  but  also  throughout  the  entire 
country.  His  memory  compasses  the  period  in  which 
railroads  were  first  built  and  in  which  the  telegraph 
and  telephone  were  given  to  the  public  as  new  inven- 
tions. Since  1855  he  has  been  a resident  of  Florida, 
taking  up  his  abode  in  that  year  in  Marion  county, 
within  the  borders  of  which  he  still  makes  his  home, 
the  place  of  his  residence  being  Ocala.  He  was  born 
in  Beaufort,  now  Hampton  county,  South  Carolina, 
March  18,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Edmond  and  Mary 


Ann  (Manor)  Martin.  The  grandfather,  John  Mar- 
tin, was  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
family  is  of  English  descent  and  early  ancestors  re- 
moved from  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  to  South 
Carolina.  Edmond  Martin  was  born  at  Edgefield, 
South  Carolina,  and  at  one  time  owned  and  conducted 
a large  plantation  in  that  state.  Later  he  had  exten- 
sive holdings  in  Florida  and  was  recognized  as  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen,  who  served  for  a 
number  of  terms  in  the  state  legislature,  although  he 
was  not  a politician  in  the  usually  accepted  sense.  He 
wedded  Mary  Ann  Manor,  who  was  born  in  Beaufort 
county,  South  Carolina,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the 
old  families  of  that  state.  Her  son,  John  Marshall 
Martin,  was  so  named  in  honor  of  Chief  Justice  John 
Marshall  whose  wife  was  a sister  of  Mr.  Martin’s 
grandfather.  In  the  family  of  Edmond  and  Mary 
Ann  (Manor)  Martin  were  six  children  who  reached 
adult  age.  Alfred  M.,  who  became  a volunteer  in 
the  Confederate  army  and  was  transferred  to  the 
court  of  inquiries,  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  E.  H.,  who  made  the  practice  of  medicine 
his  life  work,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
Abram,  who  served  in  the  Confederate  army  from 
South  Carolina,  under  Colonel  Carlcock,  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  Ellen  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  thirty-one  years.  Rosa  Caroline  Lawton  was 
the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Colonel  Martin,  the  other  member  of  the  family, 
who  reached  adult  age,  resided  at  the  place  of  his 
birth  until  his  removal  to  Florida.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Citadel  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  in 
1855  arrived  in  this  state,  where  his  father  had  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  land  soon  after  the  removal 
of  the  Indians.  From  his  father  he  received  a con- 
siderable acreage  in  Marion  county  and  here  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  developed  the  place  into 
a good  plantation  and  has  been  more  or  less  actively 
identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  but  is  now  living 
retired.  He  assisted  materially  in  the  development 
of  this  part  of  the  country  for  a number  of  years  and 
his  cooperation  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
work  of  general  improvement  and  progress.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1861  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  became  a captain  of  the  Marion 
Light  Artillery,  which  was  raised  in  Marion  county. 
He  continued  in  command  of  that  company  until 
wounded  at  Richmond,  Kentucky,  being  struck  in  the 
back  of  the  head  by  a minie  ball.  The  injury  was 
very  serious  but  finally  he  recovered.  He  was  taken 
from  the  field  to  a home  that  had  been  vacated  by  its 
occupants  and  subsequently  a Union  man  took  Mr. 
Martin  to  his  home  and  cared  for  him — an  act  of 
kindness  for  which  Colonel  Martin  has  high  appreci- 
ation. For  some  time  he  was  incapacitated  for  duty 
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but  eventually  returned  to  active  field  service.  In 
the  interval,  however,  his  friends  without  consulting 
him  nominated  him  for  congress  and  he  was  elected 
by  a handsome  majority  over  two  worthy  competi- 
tors. On  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  circulated 
a printed  card  declining  a reelection  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  too  young  a man  to  be  in  congress  when  older 
men  might  do  the  work  and  he  could  engage  in  active 
military  duty.  There  was  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  he  would  have  been  renominated  without  opposi- 
tion had  he  not  declined  further  legislative  honors. 
He  was  then  appointed  colonel  of  the  Ninth  Florida 
Regiment  and  served  for  a short  time  in  this  state, 
after  which  he  was  ordered  to  report  with  his  com- 
mand to  General  Lee.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor,  in  the  campaign  of  the  Wilderness  and 
in  the  siege  of  Petersburg  and  in  fact  was  on  active 
duty  in  all  of  the  engagements  in  that  vicinity.  Like 
many  of  his  neighbors,  he  suffered  much  during  the 
reconstruction  days  owing  to  the  ravages  of  war, 
but  he  resolutely  took  up  the  task  of  bringing  his 
place  again  into  good  condition  and  was  meeting  with 
substantial  success  when  the  great  freeze  of  1895 
came.  Prosperity  has  again  attended  him  since  that 
period  although  he  lost  heavily  at  the  time.  His 
lands  are  now  largely  devoted  to  the  raising  of  vege- 
tables. As  he  prospered  he  not  only  retained  the 
tract  given  him  by  his  father  but  also  extended  its 
boundaries  and  remained  upon  the  plantation  for  a 
number  of  years  but  at  the  present  writing  is  making 
his  home  in  Ocala. 

In  1852  Colonel  Martin  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Willie  Welborn,  a native  of  Meriwether  county, 
Georgia,  who  died  in  1859,  leaving  three  children: 
Edmond  W.,  an  attorney  of  Atlanta,  Georgia ; John 
M.,  who  is  engaged  in  truck  farming  in  Marion  county  ; 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1864  Colonel  Mar- 
tin wedded  Sarah  Bonham  Waldo,  a native  of  South 
Carolina.  There  are  also  three  children  by  this  mar- 
riage: Sallie  W.,  the  wife  of  FI.  C.  Monroe;  Mrs. 

Mary  A.  Birdsey,  of  Savannah,  Georgia ; and  W. 
Waldo,  living  upon  his  father’s  farm,  which,  as  previ- 
ously stated,  is  largely  devoted  to  the  production  of 
vegetables. 

Colonel  Martin  is  practically  living  retired,  leaving 
the  management  of  his  interests  to  his  sons.  He  has 
long  occupied  a position  among  the  prominent  and 
thrifty  citizens  of  the  community.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  politics  and  has  served  as  a dele- 
gate to  many  county,  district  and  state  conventions 
both  since  and  before  the  war.  He  was  also  at  the 
memorable  Charleston  convention  but  not  as  a dele- 
gate. For  a number  of  years  he  was  commander  of 
the  Confederate  camp,  No.  56,  of  Marion  county  and 
has  always  taken  great  pleasure  in  meeting  with  his 


old  army  comrades  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  It  is  characteristic  of  Colonel  Mar- 
tin that  he  should  leave  legislative  honors  for  the 
arduous,  difficult  field  service.  At  no  time  of  life 
has  he  ever  shirked  his  duty  but  has  always  been  found 
faithfully  discharging  the  tasks  that  have  devolved 
upon  him,  ever  holding  to  high  standards  of  man- 
hood and  of  citizenship. 


F.  F.  BINGHAM. 

Through  successive  stages  of  progress  and  advance- 
ment in  the  business  world  F.  F.  Bingham  has  worked 
his  way  upward  from  the  position  of  clerk  and 
stenographer  with  the  Southern  States  Lumber  Com- 
pany to  be  secretary  and  assistant  manager  of  this 
great  concern.  As  such  he  is  a power  and  a vital 
influence  in  business  circles  of  Pensacola  and  the 
qualities  by  which  he  rose  are  effective  today  in  the 
organization,  control  and  management  of  the  impor- 
tant affairs  under  his  charge. 

Mr.  Bingham  was  born  in  Yankee  Spring,  Michi- 
gan, March  25,  1872,  and  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Chicago  and  St.  Louis, 
later  attending  a business  college.  In  1890  he  came 
to  Pensacola  and  secured  a position  as  stenographer 
and  clerk  with  the  Southern  States  Land  & Timber 
Company,  now  the  Southern  States  Lumber  Com- 
pany. Advancement  came  rapidly,  for  Mr.  Bingham 
proved  himself  a man  of  ability,  foresight  and  con- 
scientiousness and,  moreover,  possessed  of  organiz- 
ing and  executive  ability  and  the  power  of  initiative, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  real  accomplishment. 
Through  department  after  department  he  rose,  win- 
ning the  confidence  of  his  superiors  and  the  friend- 
ship and  esteem  of  his  associates,  an  indication  of  Mr. 
Bingham's  standing  in  business  circles. 

Mr.  Bingham  married,  in  1896,  Miss  Fannie  Au- 
gusta Oerting,  a native  of  Pensacola,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Politically  Mr.  Bingham  affiliates  with 
the  republican  party  and  fraternally  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution and  the  Sons  of  Federal  Veterans.  He  is  well 
known  in  social  circles  of  the  city  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  identified  also 
with  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  As  a 
member  of  the  Pensacola  Chamber  of  Commerce  he 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  general  trend  of  business  ad- 
vancement and  gives  an  active  support  to  many  pro- 
gressive public  projects.  He  is  especially  interested 
in  securing  for  the  city  public  docks  connected  by  a 
belt  line  railroad  in  order  to  improve  trade  facilities 
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and  to  meet  more  effectually  industrial  competition. 
His  work  in  this  city  has  been  efficient,  constructive 
and  far-sighted,  a force  in  public  growth  and  an  ele- 
ment in  municipal  development,  while  in  social  rela- 
tions his  many  fine  qualities  have  gained  for  him  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact. 


HERNDON  SIZER. 

The  tobacco  industry  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of 
the  principal  sources  of  wealth  of  Florida  and  the 
men  who  are  active  in  its  development  are  among 
the  factors  in  the  upbuilding  and  growth  of  the  com- 
monwealth. In  Gadsden  county  the  tobacco  interests 
are  in  the  hands  of  progressive,  able  and  active  men 
who  recognize  the  possibilities  open  to  them  in  their 
line  of  work  and  whose  constructive  intelligence  leads 
them  to  make  the  best  use  of  their  opportunities  and 
advantages.  Among  them  Herndon  Sizer  occupies 
a prominent  place  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
planters  in  the  vicinity  of  Quincy  and  is  a man  who 
makes  his  individual  prosperity  an  important  factor 
in  general  advancement.  A native  of  Virginia,  he  was 
born  in  King  William  county,  October  2,  1868,  and 
is  a son  of  Augustus  and  Elizabeth  H.  (Ryland) 
Sizer,  natives  of  that  state.  The  father  served  during 
the  Civil  war  in  the  Home  Guard  of  the  Confederate 
army,  and  before  and  after  the  close  of  hostilities 
engaged  in  planting  in  Virginia,  dying  May  16,  1912. 
He  had  survived  his  wife  since  May  10,  1899.  To 
their  union  were  born  nine  children : Robert  R.,  of 

New  York  city,  who  married  Minnie  Theodora  Thom- 
sen of  Baltimore  and  they  reside  on  Long  Island; 
Elizabeth,  deceased;  John  H.,  a resident  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  who  first  married  Hattie  E.  Hammond 
of  North  Carolina,  who  is  deceased,  his  second  union 
being  with  Belle  De  Brummage  of  Illinois ; Cather- 
ine, deceased ; Samuel  A.,  of  Seattle,  Washington, 
who  married  Grace  Comley,  now  deceased  ; Herndon, 
of  this  review;  Thomas  Miller,  of  New  York  city, 
who  married  Virginia  Moss  Jones,  of  Cumberland, 
Maryland;  Mary  Peachey,  who  married  Oliver  H. 
Lyne,  of  Orange,  Virginia;  and  Josephine  Julia,  of 
Richmond,  Virginia. 

Until  1888  Herndon  Sizer  remained  in  Virginia, 
aiding  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  plantation, 
but  in  that  year  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he 
joined  his  brother  in  the  conduct  of  an  important 
lumber  enterprise.  In  1906  he  traveled  on  the  Euro- 
pean continent  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year 
came  to  Florida,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Recog- 
nizing the  rare  opportunities  open  to  the  tobacco 


planter  in  this  state,  he  purchased  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  Gadsden  county  and  has  since 
been  a successful  planter,  raising  high-grade  tobacco. 
He  has  made  extensive  improvements  upon  his  prop- 
erty and  has  installed  labor-saving  machinery,  his 
plantation  being  today  fully  equipped  according  to 
the  most  modern  ideas. 

Mr.  Sizer  married  Miss  Alice  Catherine  Clark,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  and  both  are  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  in  this  vicinity.  Fraternally  Mr.  Sizer 
is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge  of  Masons 
in  New  York.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church.  A man  of  broad 
experience  and  identification  with  a representative 
industry,  his  labors  have  not  only  proven  an  element 
in  his  own  progress  but  have  also  constituted  a fac- 
tor in  the  development  of  Gadsden  county.  Wher- 
ever he  is  known  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  and  is  most 
warmly  regarded  where  he  is  best  known. 


ABRAM  WOLKOWSKY. 

The  career  of  Abram  Wolkowsky  offers  many 
striking  examples  of  the  power  of  determination,  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  in  the  accomplishment  of 
success,  for  he  has  risen  from  poverty  and  obscurity 
to  a position  of  affluence  by  his  own  energy  and  un- 
flagging labor.  At  twenty-one  a poor  Russian  immi- 
grant, obliged  to  peddle  goods  for  a living,  he  is 
today  at  fifty-one  a successful  and  wealthy  merchant 
of  Key  West,  owning  two  of  the  finest  mercantile 
establishments  in  the  city.  The  intervening  years 
have  not  all  been  equally  bright  but  their  labors  were 
lightened  by  ambition  and  enthusiasm  and  in  the  end 
all  have  brought  him  increased  prosperity,  adding 
something  to  the  success  which  places  him  today 
among  the  men  of  marked  ability  and  substantial  worth 
in  the  city  where  he  makes  his  home. 

Abram  Wolkowsky  was  born  in  Russia,  March  16, 
1862,  and  he  remained  in  his  native  country  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  settling  first  in  New  York  citv,  where  he 
began  his  independent  career  in  the  new  world.  He 
had  no  assets  beyond  his  energy  and  his  hopefulness, 
but  he  did  not  allow  himself  to  become  discouraged 
and  from  that  day  to  this  has  molded  his  career  along 
lines  of  determination  and  well  directed  ambition. 
For  a few  years  he  worked  as  a peddler,  traveling- 
through  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  and 
coming  in  1885  to  Florida.  Arriving  in  Jacksonville 
with  but  eighty-five  cents  in  his  pocket,  he  continued 
his  pursuit  of  selling  goods,  chiefly  jewelry,  from 
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house  to  house  and  after  a few  weeks  spent  in  this 
manner  had  accumulated  enough  money  to  bring  him 
to  Key  West,  where  for  five  years  he  was  a familiar 
figure  upon  the  streets,  walking  from  house  to  house 
selling  his  merchandise.  During  all  of  this  time  he 
saved  his  money,  practicing  the  strictest  thrift  and 
economy,  and  eventually  had  accumulated  about  three 
thousand  dollars,  with  which  capital  he  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  1890.  From  the  beginning 
he  met  with  success,  for  he  managed  his  affairs  care- 
fully, making  a study  of  modern  business  conditions 
and  conforming  his  activities  to  present  day  business 
standards.  He  is  today  the  owner  of  two  of  the 
leading  stores  in  Key  West,  one  of  them  an  up-to- 
date  clothing  and  men’s  furnishing  establishment  on 
the  corner  of  Green  and  Duval  streets  and  the  other 
a dry-goods  store  on  the  corner  of  Fleming  and 
Simonton  streets.  Both  are  modern,  well  managed 
and  profitable  institutions,  for  they  are  directed  by 
a far-sighted,  discriminating  and  able  business  man, 
whom  many  years  of  hardship  and  privation  have 
taught  the  value  of  economy  in  buying  and  selling — 
things  which  form  the  foundation  stones  of  success- 
ful merchandising. 

Mr.  Wolkowsky  married,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1889, 
Miss  Rebecca  Levinsky,  also  a native  of  Russia,  and 
they  have  three  sons:  Isaac,  born  April  15,  1891; 

Frank,  born  in  1893 ; and  Joseph,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred on  the  10th  of  September,  1894.  Mr.  Wol- 
kowsky is  considered  today  one  of  the  substantial  and 
prominent  men  of  Key  West,  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  which  he  has  materially  aided 
in  upbuilding.  His  success  is  the  more  creditable  to 
him  because  it  has  been  gained  in  spite  of  hardships, 
difficulties  and  almost  overwhelming  discouragements 
and  because  it  has  come  to  him  as  a result  of  many 
years  of  earnest  and  persistent  labor. 


CHARLES  McILVAINE  GRAY. 

Charles  Mcllvaine  Gray,  cashier  of  the  Central  Na- 
tional Bank  of  St.  Petersburg,  is  active  among  the 
younger  residents  of  the  city  whose  enterprise,  am- 
bition and  progressiveness  are  proving  important 
factors  in  upbuilding  and  advancement  here.  He  was 
born  in  Franklin,  Tennessee,  February  5,  1889,  and  is 
a son  of  Charles  M.  Mcllvaine  and  Clara  Bills  (Polk) 
Gray,  the  latter  a descendant  of  the  family  to  which 
President  Polk  and  General  Leonidas  Polk  belonged. 
Mrs.  Gray  was  born  in  Louisiana,  while  the  Rev. 
Charles  M.  Gray  was  a native  of  Tennessee.  His 
father  was  Rev.  Joseph  Gray,  a rector  of  the  Epis- 


copal church,  and  in  his  family  were  three  sons  who 
devoted  their  lives  to  the  ministry,  Bishop  Gray  of 
Orlando  being  now  missionary  bishop  of  the  south- 
ern jurisdiction  of  Florida,  while  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Gray,  formerly  rector  of  the  church  at  Gainesville 
and  afterward  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  died  some 
years  ago.  There  were  four  sisters  in  the  family : 
Emma,  who  lives  with  her  brother  Bishop  Gray;  Mrs. 
C.  G.  Joy,  of  Lawton,  Oklahoma;  Mrs.  William 
Magoffin,  of  Newport,  Arkansas;  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Boardman,  of  Clarksville,  Tennessee. 

The  other  brother,  Rev.  C.  M.  Gray,  was  reared  in 
a home  of  Christian  piety  and  devotion  and  his 
tendencies  seemed  to  fit  him  for  the  holy  calling  which 
he  made  his  life  work.  He  was  born  in  Waverly, 
Tennessee,  and  after  acquiring  his  early  education 
became  a student  in  the  University  of  the  South  at 
Sewanee,  .Tennessee,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1874  and  won  his  degree.  He  was  made  a deacon 
in  1872  and  ordained  ff>  the  priesthood  in  1874  by 
Bishop  Quintard.  Having  qualified  for  the  ministry, 
he  engaged  actively  in  the  work  of  the  church  at 
Cleveland,  Tennessee,  from  1872  until  1882;  at 
Franklin  and  Spring  Hill,  Tennessee,  from  1882 
until  1893 ; at  Ocala,  Florida,  from  1893  until  1902 ; 
and  at  St.  Petersburg  from  1902  until  1912.  He  was 
called  to  the  latter  city  to  become  rector  of  St.  Peter’s 
Episcopal  church  and  during  his  residence  here  he 
won  many  devoted  friends  both  in  and  out  of  the 
church,  while  his  relations  with  the  parish  were  of 
the  most  satisfactory  character  possible.  He  strove 
at  all  times  for  the  highest  interests  of  the  church 
and  its  members  and  at  the  same  time  labored  to 
promote  the  welfare,  progress  and  betterment  of 
the  community  at  large,  laboring  effectively  and 
earnestly  along  lines  of  general  advancement,  reform 
and  improvement.  During  his  life  he  traveled  to  a 
considerable  extent  and  about  four  years  prior  to  his 
demise,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  made  a trip  to  the 
Holy  Land  and  Egypt  and  also  visited  various  other 
places  in  the  Orient,  deriving  therefrom  not  only 
much  physical  benefit  but  also  receiving  the  inspira- 
tion for  his  ministerial  labors  that  comes  from  view- 
ing the  historic  biblical  setting.  Fie  married  Clara 
Bills  Polk  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Arthur  R., 

who  is  employed  by  the  Westinghouse  Company  in 
their  New  York  city  office;  and  Clara,  Charles  M. 
and  Ophelia,  all  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  two  who 
passed  away  were  Horace,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years,  and  Charles  O.,  who  died  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
January  11,  1906.  The  life  work  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
M.  Gray  was  one  of  great  usefulness  and  his  memory 
yet  remains  as  an  inspiration  and  benediction  to  all 
who  knew  him. 
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Charles  M.  Gray,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, was  but  a young  lad  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  the  family  from  Tennessee  to  Florida  and  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ocala  and  St.  Petersburg  he  pur- 
sued his  preliminary  education,  while  later  he  at- 
tended the  University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee, 
Tennessee.  Owing  to  his  father’s  illness  he  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  start  out  in  the  business 
world  and  entered  the  Central  National  Bank  in  the 
collection  department.  Subsequently  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  bookkeeper  and  in  January, 
1913,  was  elected  cashier,  in  which  position  he  still 
continues.  His  long  connection  with  the  bank  in- 
dicates his  capability,  faithfulness  and  loyalty.  He  is 
a popular  bank  official,  winning  many  friends  among 
its  patrons  by  reason  of  his  uniform  courtesy  and 
helpfulness,  while  his  loyalty  to  the  institution  none 
question. 

Mr.  Gray  is  identified  with  various  social,  fraternal 
and  religious  interests  of  the  town.  He  has  been  a 
vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  church  for  two  years  and 
labors  earnestly  to  promote  the  growth  and  extend 
the  influence  of  that  organization.  He  is  likewise 
connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  something 
of  the  nature  of  his  recreation  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  he  is  a member  of  the  St.  Petersburg  City 
Club  and  of  the  Pass-a-Grille  Yacht  and  Anglers 
Club.  He  is  well  known  among  the  leading  young 
business  men  of  the  city  and  as  his  circle  of  friends 
is  almost  coextensive  with  the  circle  of  his  acquaint- 
ance this  is  indicative  of  an  upright  life. 


JOHN  V.  ATKINSON. 

The  distinguishing  feature  in  the  career  of  John 
V.  Atkinson  is  the  perseverance  which  he  evidenced 
in  attaining  his  ends,  and  as  a result  thereof  he  is 
today  the  owner  of  a productive  farm  near  Federal 
Point,  Florida,  known  as  Wildwood,  and  situated  on 
the  St.  Johns  river.  He  was  born  in  Chester  county, 
South  Carolina,  September  2,  1874,  and  there  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  1893,  growing  to  man- 
hood under  the  parental  roof  and  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity.  At  the  age  of 
about  twenty  years  he  came  to  Florida,  making 
settlement  near  Federal  Point,  and  there  found  em- 
ployment as  a farm  hand,  remaining  in  that  occupa- 
tion for  about  six  years.  Persevering,  energetic  and 
industrious,  he  accumulated  his  earnings  and  only 
two  years  after  his  arrival  was  enabled  to  buy  an 
orange  grove  comprised  of  five  acres.  His  invest- 
ment, however,  turned  out  unfortunate,  for  his  trees 


were  killed  during  the  destructive  frost  of  1895. 
Not  daunted  by  misfortune,  he  made  a new  start  and 
gave  some  of  his  attention  to  his  land,  which  he  again 
had  planted  in  orange  trees,  but  his  second  grove  was 
also  destroyed  in  1898.  He  has  since  become  the 
owner  of  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  on  the  road 
between  Hastings  and  Federal  Point  and  there  he 
resides,  devoting  his  acres  largely  to  the  cultivation  of 
Irish  potatoes,  which  are  followed  in  rotation  by  corn 
and  hay,  his  farm  yielding  him  three  crops  annually. 
Besides  this  place  he  still  owns  the  five  acres  which  he 
had  previously  purchased.  The  home  place  has  been 
brought  well  under  cultivation  and  he  has  instituted 
thereon  a number  of  improvements  and  installed  such 
equipment  as  is  considered  indispensable  by  the  mod- 
ern, progressive  farmer.  His  land  is  situated  on  the 
St.  Johns  river  and  is  known  under  the  name  of  the 
Wildwood  Farm.  Industry  and  energy  have  brought 
to  him  substantial  success  and,  while  Mr.  Atkinson 
has  attained  to  individual  prosperity,  he  has  been  a 
valuable  factor  in  the  general  advancement  and  devel- 
opment, having  contributed  not  only  to  the  agricul- 
tural resources  of  the  state  by  developing  a bare 
stretch  of  land  into  a productive  farm,  but  his  labors 
have  been  of  constructive  value  in  trying  out  and  in- 
troducing new  methods  which  have  been  of  value  to 
agriculture  in  general. 

On  January  19,  1895,  Mr.  Atkinson  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Rebecca  R.  Taylor,  a native  of 
Florida,  where  she  was  born  in  Putnam  county  in 
1870,  and  a daughter  of  Ephraim  Taylor.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Atkinson  are  the  parents  of  five  daughters : 
Ethel,  Irene,  Maude,  Grace  and  Ula.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Atkinson  are  well  and  favorably  known  in  this 
locality,  where  they  are  highly  esteemed  as  people  of 
high  character,  having  made  many  lasting  friends 
since  coming  to  Federal  Point. 


GENERAL  JOHN  STEVENS  MAXWELL. 

The  name  of  Maxwell  figures  prominently  on  the 
pages  of  the  history  of  the  south.  Representatives  of 
the  name  have  been  prominent  in  promoting  material 
and  political  progress,  and  have  also  left  their  impress 
upon  the  military  annals  of  Georgia  and  of  Florida. 
Fortunate  in  having  back  of  him  an  ancestry  honorable 
and  distinguished,  the  lines  of  General  Maxwell’s  life 
have  been  cast  in  harmony  therewith  and  Jacksonville 
has  for  a number  of  years  known  him  as  a legist,  jurist, 
soldier  and  also  as  one  whose  efforts  have  been  of  ma- 
terial benefit  in  the  development  of  the  state.  His 
birthplace  was  Fernandina  and  the  year,  1866.  The 
family  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry,  the  Maxwells  figur- 
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ing  prominently  in  the  land  of  hills  and  heather  through 
many  centuries.  Sir  John  Maxwell  was  chamberlain 
of  Scotland  in  the  year  1241  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother,  Sir  Aymer.  One  of  the  descendants  of  the 
latter  was  the  valiant  companion  of  William  Wallace. 
In  the  present  generation  the  family  is  represented  in 
Scotland  by  Lord  Llerries,  Sir  J.  M.  Sterling  Maxwell, 
of  Pollock,  and  the  Maxwells  of  Springkell.  A branch 
of  the  family  was  founded  on  American  soil  during 
the  period  when  Oglethorpe  was  colonizing  Georgia, 
and  representatives  of  the  name  have  since  been  prom- 
inent in  the  south.  One  branch  of  the  family  settled 
in  Leon  county,  Florida,  about  1840  and  among  Jack- 
sonville’s residents  was  David  E.  Maxwell,  now  de- 
ceased, who  served  as  a distinguished  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  and  rose  to  prominence  in  railway  circles. 
He  was  a nephew  of  Dr.  George  Troup  Maxwell,  father 
of  J.  S.  Maxwell.  Dr.  Maxwell  became  a distinguished 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  winning  high  hon- 
ors in  Florida.  He  commanded  a regiment  during  the 
Civil  war,  becoming  colonel  of  the  First  Florida 
Cavalry. 

General  John  Stevens  Maxwell,  son  of  Dr.  George 
Troup  and  Martha  Ella  Maxwell,  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  Florida,  Delaware  and  Georgia  for 
his  early  educational  opportunities.  He  entered  Prince- 
ton University  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1889,  but 
left  that  institution  at  the  close  of  the  freshmen  year. 
He  had  previously,  in  the  fall  of  1886,  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  the  real-estate  business  at  Ocala  and  in 
January,  1887,  he  took  a second  step  in  his  business 
career  by  entering  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  Flor- 
ida Real  Estate  & Navigation  Company  at  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  where  he  remained  until  January,  1889. 
Within  that  period  he  several  times  won  promotion.  In 
the  latter  year  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
law,  and  at  the  same  time  acted  as  stenographer  to  W. 
W.  Hampton,  of  Gainesville,  Florida,  attorney,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  February,  1890,  when  he  came 
to  Jacksonville  and  accepted  a stenographic  position  in 
the  law  office  of  A.  W.  Cockrell  & Son.  In  June,  1890, 
he  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  where  he 
pursued  a summer  law  course  under  Professor  John 
B.  Minor,  but  the  following  September  resumed  his 
duties  with  Cockrell  & Son.  In  the  spring  of  1892  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  continued  in  active  prac- 
tice until  May  12,  1898,  when  he  went  to  Tampa,  Flor- 
ida, to  be  mustered  into  the  United  States  volunteer 
army  for  the  Spanish-American  war.  In  December, 
1898,  he  was  mustered  out  and  entered  upon  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  law  in  Jacksonville.  His  advancement 
at  the  bar  has  been  continuous.  No  dreary  novitiate 
awaited  him.  Almost  immediately  his  skill  and  knowl- 
edge won  recognition  and  he  has  been  continually  ac- 
corded a liberal  clientage.  In  1899  city  council 


elected  him  city  attorney  of  Jacksonville,  but  after  a 
contest  in  the  courts  the  election  was  declared  void. 
The  great  fire  of  May  3,  1901,  destroyed  his  law  office, 
but  he  immediately  resumed  practice  and  in  January, 
1902,  entered  into  partnership  with  the  Hon.  Cromwell 
Gibbons,  who  in  the  following  year  was  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives  in  the  state  legislature. 
Under  the  firm  name  of  Gibbons  & Maxwell  the  part- 
nership still  continues,  although  in  the  interim  Judge 
Maxwell  performed  important  judicial  service.  In 
June,  1907,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  criminal 
court  of  record  for  Duval  county  to  fill  out  the  unex- 
pired term  of  Judge  Samuel  T.  Shaylor.  In  May, 
1908,  he  was  nominated  in  the  democratic  primaries 
for  a four-years  term,  which  appointment  was  not 
made  until  May,  1909,  so  that  he  remains  the  incum- 
bent in  the  position.  His  judicial  duties  have  been  dis- 
charged with  notable  promptness  and  impartiality  and 
indicate  his  wide,  accurate  and  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence.  In  the  trial 
of  cases  he  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  his  clear, 
concise  and  forceful  presentation  of  his  cause,  his  de- 
ductions always  following  in  logical  sequence,  while 
in  the  application  of  a legal  principle  he  was  seldom  if 
ever  at  fault. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1905,  Judge  Maxwell  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Willie  Mae  Dancy  and  they 
have  one  child,  Martha  Elizabeth  Maxwell.  Mrs.  Max- 
well’s parents  were  William  McLaws  and  Mae 
(Young)  Dancy,  the  former  a representative  of  an 
old  Georgia  family  of  Scotch  lineage.  General  and 
Mrs.  Maxwell  are  communicants  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  His  social  relations  are  with  the  Elks, 
the  Florida  Yacht  Club  and  the  Robert  Burns  Associa- 
tion of  Jacksonville,  of  which  he  is  the  president.  It 
was  Taylor  who  said:  “Bind  together  your  spare 
hours  by  the  golden  cord  of  some  definite  purpose  and 
you  know  not  how  much  you  may  accomplish.  A man 
is  commonly  either  made  or  marred  for  life  by  the  use 
he  makes  of  his  leisure  time.”  Recognizing  this  fact. 
Judge  Maxwell  has  “improved  the  shining  hours,” 
using  his  leisure  for  reading  and  recreation  that  has 
constituted  an  even  balance  for  his  business  and  pro- 
fessional activity.  One  point  of  great  interest  to  him  in 
his  life  has  been  his  military  experience.  On  the  6th 
of  July,  1892,  he  joined  Company  A of  the  First  Bat- 
talion of  the  Florida  State  Troops,  also  known  as  the 
Jacksonville  Light  Infantry.  This  was  during  a riot. 
In  August  of  the  same  year  he  was  promoted  to  ser- 
geant, but  in  1893,  because  of  business  reasons,  he 
asked  to  be  returned  to  the  ranks.  Promotion  came  to 
him,  however,  in  November,  1894,  when  he  was  com- 
missioned second  lieutenant,  and  in  May,  1896,  he 
was  raised  to  the  rank  of  captain.  His  company  vol- 
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unteered  for  service  in  the  Spanish- American  war,  and 
in  May,  1898,  he  went  to  Tampa,  where  he  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  Company  E,  First  Florida  Volun- 
teers, U.  S.  A.,  on  the  19th  of  the  month.  He  served 
with  his  company  at  Tampa,  Fernandina  and  Hunts- 
ville, Alabama,  until  mustered  out  of  service  at  Talla- 
hassee on  the  4th  of  December,  1898.  In  September 
and  October  of  that  year  he  was  provost  marshal  of 
the  Fourth  Army  Corps  at  Huntsville.  In  the  follow- 
ing January  he  resumed  his  connection  with  the  Flor- 
ida State  Troops  as  captain  of  Company  A,  First  Bat- 
talion, and  when  the  State  Troops  were  reorganized 
into  two  regiments  he  was  commissioned  senior  major 
and  assigned  to  the  First  Regiment.  On  the  20th  of 
May,  1903,  he  was  commissioned  as  lieutenant  colonel 
of  infantry  and  assigned  to  the  First  Infantry.  On  the 
28th  of  February,  1906,  he  became  colonel  of  his  regi- 
ment and  on  the  27th  of  July,  1907,  was  commissioned 
as  brigadier  general  in  the  Florida  State  Troops  and 
assigned  to  command  the  First  Brigade,  which  position 
he  occupied  until  January  4,  1913,  when  he  was  retired 
with  the  rank  of  major  general.  Even  his  professional 
and  military  interests  do  not  constitute  the  entire  scope 
of  his  activity,  for  Judge  Maxwell  is  a public-spirited 
citizen  and  one  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  Jacksonville  and  the  state.  In  the  conduct 
of  private  business  affairs  he  has  contributed  to  general 
improvement.  He  became  the  secretary  of  the  Ucita 
Investment  Company,  which  erected  a ten  story,  steel, 
fireproof  building  at  the  corner  of  Hogan  and  Forsyth 
streets,  and  has  in  other  ways  contributed  to  the  work 
of  public  progress.  Judge  Maxwell’s  life  history  is  a 
credit  to  an  honored  family  of  record.  He  stands  as 
a high  type  of  American  manhood  and  citizenship — a 
splendid  example  of  the  true  southern  gentleman,  whose 
activities  further  his  own  interests  but  never  exclude 
his  participation  in  events  of  public  moment  whereby 
the  substantial  welfare,  upbuilding  and  progress  of 
city  and  state  are  concerned. 


JOHN  FOLEY  HORR. 

A splendid  official  record  is  that  of  John  Foley 
Horr,  who  since  February,  1898,  has  been  United 
States  marshal  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida. 
He  is  one  of  the  republican  leaders  of  the  state  and 
his  wide  knowledge  of  the  political  situation  and  his 
unquestioned  interest  in  the  public  good  well  fit  him 
to  occupy  the  position  that  is  his.  He  was  born  in 
Mechanicsburg,  Ohio,  February  15,  1843,  a son  of 
Dr.  Obed  and  Catherine  F.  Horr.  He  was  a student 
in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  Greenway  Academy 
at  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  was  pursuing  his  edu- 


cation at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in 
1861.  The  smoke  from  Fort  Sumter’s  guns  had 
scarcely  cleared  away  when  on  the  16th  of  April  of 
that  year  he  responded  to  the  president’s  call  for  three 
months’  troops,  joining  the  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. He  continued  with  that  command  until  after 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  was  then  mustered  out,  but 
reenlisted  for  three  years,  serving  with  the  army  of 
the  Ohio  and  Cumberland.  In  this  connection  he 
participated  in  a number  of  hotly  contested  engage- 
ments and  ever  proved  his  bravery  and  loyalty  to  the 
cause  which  he  espoused.  The  same  spirit  of  fidelity 
has  characterized  him  in  every  relation  of  life  and 
has  been  especially  manifest  in  his  official  service. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Horr  was  connected  with  the 
brokerage  and  wholesale  grocery  business,  but  in  re- 
cent years  his  attention  has  been  largely  concentrated 
upon  his  public  duties.  He  was  collector  of  customs 
for  the  port  and  district  of  Key  West  from  1889  until 
1893,  and  was  made  United  States  marshal  for  the 
southern  district  of  Florida  in  February,  1898.  He 
has  since  been  continued  in  this  position,  covering  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  and  the  record  which  he  has 
made  is  most  commendable.  He  figured  in  financial 
circles  for  a number  of  years  as  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Key  West  from  1893 
until  1909.  He  was  defeated  for  the  position  of 
secretary  of  state  on  the  republican  ticket  in  1904 
and  1908.  He  is  one  of  the  standard-bearers  of  his 
party  and  his  position  is  never  an  equivocal  one,  for 
he  stands  loyally  by  his  honest  convictions,  which  he 
expresses  fearlessly.  He  does  not  weigh  his  acts  in 
the  scale  of  public  policy  but  determines  them  by 
principles  which  he  believes  to  be  right. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1865,  at  Sidney,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Horr  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lue  E. 
Frazer,  a daughter  of  J.  F.  Frazer  of  Sidney,  and 
their  children  are:  Frazer  C.  and  Harriet  K.,  the  lat- 
ter the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  F.  Hubble  of  Sidney. 

Mr.  Horr  is  a member  of  the  Ohio  Commandery 
of  the  military  order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  Seminole  Club  of  Jacksonville.  He  has 
a wide  acquaintance  in  the  city  in  which  he  makes 
his  home,  and  attractive  social  qualities  as  well  as 
personal  worth  have  gained  for  him  the  high  regard 
of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


RALPH  VEILLARD. 

Ralph  Veillard,  a capitalist  of  St.  Petersburg,  who 
has  been  actively  identified  with  the  material  develop- 
ment and  political  progress  of  the  city,  is  now  serving 
as  councilman  and  in  that  position  exercises  his  official 
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prerogatives  in  support  of  various  movements  and 
measures  which  are  of  marked  value  to  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  the  western  part  of  France,  in  Au- 
gust, 1864,  and  was  but  four  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  father’s  death.  With  his  widowed  mother  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Maryland  in  1879,  locating  on 
the  eastern  shore,  opposite  Baltimore.  He  spent  about 
eleven  years  in  Baltimore  and  that  vicinity  and  dur- 
ing much  of  the  period  was  employed  as  a mechanical 
engineer  by  tbe  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad  Company. 
He  had  received  technical  training  in  France  and 
gained  practical  experience  in  his  service  to  the  rail- 
road company.  After  leaving  the  railway  service  he 
spent  three  years  in  the  navy  department  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  in  1895  came  to  Florida,  which  was 
the  year  of  the  big  freeze.  He  had  always  had  a de- 
sire to  locate  in  this  state  and  made  his  way  south- 
ward to  spend  the  winter  here,  but  was  so  well  pleased 
that  he  determined  to  remain.  He  opened  a fertilizer, 
grain  and  electrical  supply  house  in  St.  Petersburg 
and  conducted  the  business  along  substantial  lines  until 
1911,  when  he  sold  out  to  the  E.  O.  Painter  Fertilizer 
Company.  In  the  meantime  he  had  also  engaged  in 
fruit  and  vegetable  growing  and  recently  sold  a sixty 
acre  tract  planted  to  grapefruit,  oranges  and  peaches, 
realizing  a handsome  profit  from  this  realty  transfer. 
He  cleared  the  land  and  planted  the  trees  himself  and 
developed  a fine  property.  It  was  only  after  he  had 
studied  the  situation  for  several  years  that  he  pur- 
chased his  land,  which  was  a choice  tract.  He  devel- 
oped it  along  scientific  and  practical  lines  and  his 
peach  orchard  was  the  largest  in  Pinellas  county,  the 
grove  being  nicely  in  bearing  when  he  disposed  of  it. 
In  all  of  his  dealings  he  has  met  with  success  owing 
to  his  judicious  investment,  his  sound  judgment  and 
his  enterprise.  He  has  handled  considerable  realty 
here  and  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  president  of 
the  St.  Petersburg  Building  & Loan  Association. 

In  1886  Mr.  Veillard  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Minnie  Jeffers,  a native  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Eva,  the  wife  of  G.  C.  Len- 
eave,  an  electrician  of  St.  Petersburg.  They  also  lost 
a daughter,  Violet,  when  she  was  twelve  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Veillard  has  taken  quite  an  active  interest  in 
local  political  affairs  and  is  now  serving  for  the  third 
term  as  a member  of  the  city  council.  It  has  been  dur- 
ing his  incumbency  in  this  office  that  the  water  front 
which  has  meant  so  much  to  the  development  of  the 
city  has  been  acquired.  He  does  everything  in  his 
power  to  further  the  public  welfare  and  has  been 
identified  with  the  Board  of  Trade  since  its  organiza- 
tion, in  which  connection  he  has  also  been  a factor 
for  general  improvement.  He  has  great  faith  in  the 
future  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  is  prominent 
among  those  whose  business  enterprise  and  capability 


have  been  productive  of  substantial  results  and  ben- 
efits for  St.  Petersburg.  He  certainly  deserves  much 
credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  for  he  started 
out  in  life  practically  empty-handed  and  his  prosper- 
ity has  followed  merit  and  ability. 


LINCOLN  G.  STARBUCIC. 

Among  the  most  able  and  deservedly  successful 
members  of  the  Orange  county  bar  is  Lincoln  G. 
Starbuck,  in  control  of  a representative  private  prac- 
tice in  Orlando,  where  he  also  has  acted  as  solicitor 
for  four  full  terms.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
city,  having  located  here  in  1890,  and  since  that  time 
his  name  has  been  well  and  honorably  known  in  pro- 
fessional and  social  circles.  He  was  born  in  Mis- 
souri and  spent  his  childhood  and  early  manhood  in 
Arkansas,  coming  from  that  state  to  Florida  in  Sep- 
tember, 1885.  He  turned  his  attention  to  orange 
growing  and,  although  he  was  successful  in  this  line 
of  work,  abandoned  it  after  five  years  in  order  to 
study  law.  In  pursuit  of  this  ambition  he  came  to 
Orlando  in  1890  and  read  in  the  offices  of  the  late 
J.  Hugh  Murphy,  a well  known  attorney.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Florida  bar  in  October,  1892,  and  since 
that  time  has  practiced  in  this  city,  where  his  ability 
and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  legal  principles  have 
drawn  to  him  a large  and  lucrative  patronage.  Among 
the  important  cases  he  has  handled  of  late  years  two 
are  especially  worthy  of  note.  The  first  of  these  was 
that  involving  the  contest  in  the  wet  and  dry  election 
of  1907  in  Orange  county,  in  the  conduct  of  which 
Mr.  Starbuck  was  associated  with  the  late  Judge 
James  D.  Beggs,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  dry  forces. 
After  a long  and  exceedingly  bitter  fight,  during  which 
the  case  was  carried  to  the  supreme  court,  the  verdict 
was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  prohibitionists.  Again 
in  1901  Mr.  Starbuck  was  called  upon  to  handle  a 
case  of  statewide  interest,  involving  the  right  of  the 
county  commissioners  of  Orange  county  to  levy  as- 
sessments to  carry  on  drainage  work  without  a suf- 
ficient petition  as  provided  by  law  requesting  them 
to  do  so.  Representing  M.  M.  Smith  and  two  other 
taxpayers,  Mr.  Starbuck  brought  suit  against  the 
commissioners  and  won  his  case  without  difficulty. 
The  decision  of  the  court  was  an  important  one  and 
is  now  used  as  a precedent  in  similar  cases.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  private  practice  Mr.  Starbuck  is  attorney 
for  the  Peoples  National  Bank,  for  N.  P.  Yowell  & 
Company  of  Sanford,  for  the  Curry  & Smith  Cigar 
Company  and  the  F.  Joseph  Raehn  Plumbing  & Pleat- 
ing Company.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Starbuck  is 
serving  as  county  solicitor  of  Orange  county,  having 
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previously  filled  four  full  terms  as  city  solicitor  of 
Orlando  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  citizens  whom  he  represented.  He  also 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Peoples  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  Starbuck  is  a member  of  the  Pioneers  Associa- 
tion of  Orlando,  of  the  local  Board  of  Trade  and  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Having  re- 
sided in  the.  city  since  pioneer  times,  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known  here  and  his  straightforward  and 
honorable  dealings  have  won  for  him  the  warm  re- 
gard and  esteem  of  an  extensive  circle  of  friends. 


O.  A.  STEMPEL. 

Inventor,  merchant,  manufacturer  and  fruit-raiser 
— these  four  lines  of  activity  cover  the  fields  in  which 
O.  A.  Stempel  has  labored,  bringing  him  a wide  ac- 
auaintance  in  business  circles  in  various  sections  of 
the  country  and  gaining  for  him  a substantial  measure 
of  success.  He  now  makes  his  home  near  Clearwater, 
having  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1912.  He  was 
born  in  Berlin,  Prussia,  August  9,  1845,  and  is  a son 
of  William  and  Louise  (Grof)  Stempel,  also  natives  of 
Berlin.  The  father  came  to  the  United  States  with 
Carl  Schurz.  He  brought  with  him  considerable  money 
and,  settling  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  purchased  a large 
farm.  He  had  been  a surgeon  in  the  Prussian  army 
and  was  a finely  educated  man,  who  spoke  six  different 
languages.  Although  he  took  up  agricultural  pursuits 
in  America  he  was  nevertheless  induced  to  take  charge 
of  some  difficult  surgical  cases  while  in  Iowa.  Remov- 
ing from  that  state  to  the  south  he  purchased  twenty- 
four  hundred  acres  of  fine  Mississippi  bottom  land  and 
there  spent  his  remaining  days.  In  1849,  the  year  after 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  he  brought  his 
family.  A few  years  later  he  passed  away  and  his 
wife,  who  survived  him,  died  in  Missouri.  He  was 
married  twice  and  had  twenty  children  by  the  two 
unions,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  O.  A.  Stempel 
being  the  youngest  child. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Iowa,  O.  A.  Stempel  spent 
the  first  ten  years  of  his  life  and  during  that  period 
attended  the  country  schools.  He  then  went  to  St. 
Louis  where  he  learned  the  confectionery  and  bakery 
trades  and  also  mastered  the  jewelry  trade.  Subse- 
quently he  turned  his  attention  to  the  patent  right 
business  and  he  nowr  controls  thirty-seven  patents  upon 
his  own  inventions,  making  considerable  money  out 
of  these.  At  one  time  he  was  vice  president  of  the 
F.  Meyrose  Lamp  & Lantern  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  St.  Louis,  filling  that  position  for  ten  years, 
during  which  period  he  traveled,  making  all  of  the 


jobbing  cities  of  the  United  States  on  a salary  of 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  a year  and  expenses.  In 
1892  he  resigned  that  position  and  began  business  on 
his  own  account  in  St.  Louis  as  a manufacturer  of  fire 
extinguishers,  organizing  the  Stempel  Fire  Extinguish- 
ing Company,  of  which  he  was  president  and  which  is 
still  conducting  in  St.  Louis  the  largest  manufacturing 
business  of  that  character  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Stempel  was  actively  connected  therewith  until  1897, 
when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Florida.  Here  he  made 
investment  in  citrus  groves  and  was  largely  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  groves  in  Lake  county,  but  lost 
ten  thousand  dollars  through  a freeze.  He  then  went 
to  Lakeland,  where  he  purchased  some  groves  but  also 
lost  part  of  that  orchard  the  following  year  through 
frost.  In  1902  he  came  to  Pinellas  county  and  took 
up  his  abode  at  Clearwater,  where  for  a time  he  con- 
ducted a livery  business.  In  1912  he  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm,  comprising  forty  acres,  upon  which  he  has 
a fine  grove  covering  about  twelve  acres.  He  also 
carries  on  gardening,  raising  vegetables  of  all  kinds, 
and  he  has  taken  out  a patent  upon  a method  of  pro- 
ducing vegetables  in  the  summer  time.  Mr.  Stempel 
also  has  some  fine  clay  land  and  expects  to  develop  a 
large  brickyard,  his  clay  being  of  superior  quality. 
Moreover,  he  has  extensive  interests  in  Texas  and  at 
one  time  was  the  owner  of  over  ten  thousand  acres  in 
Iowa,  Texas  and  Florida. 

In  1872  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Stempel 
and  Miss  Elmira  Rosson,  a native  of  Missouri  and  a 
daughter  of  Washington  Rosson,  who  was  a large 
slaveholder  of  Missouri.  However,  he  had  two  sons 
who  served  in  the  Union  army.  In  1909  Mr.  Stempel 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  They 
had  but  two  children  and  the  daughter,  Louise,  is  also 
deceased.  The  son,  G.  A.  Stempel,  of  Clearwater,  is 
now  married  and  has  two  children,  Louise  and  Dorris. 

Mr.  Stempel  has  faith  in  the  future  of  Florida  as  is 
indicated  by  his  investments  here.  His  inventive  gen- 
ius and  natural  talents  have  enabled  him  to  do  work 
upon  his  place  that  is  fast  making  it  one  of  the  well 
improved  properties  of  the  section.  Moreover,  he  has 
studied  the  question  of  growing  citrus  fruits  and  his 
knowledge  is  not  only  of  a theoretical  but  also  of  a 
practical  character.  His  determined  and  resolute  spirit 
enables  him  to  carry  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes  and  he  has  now  made  for 
himself  a creditable  position  among  the  leading  and 
energetic  business  men  of  Pinellas  county. 

His  enthusiastic  faith  in  and  his  loyalty  to  Clear- 
water is  clearly  reflected  by  the  following  article  which 
appeared  above  his  name  in  the  Quincy  ('Illinois) 
Optic  and  is  addressed  to  his  friends  in  that  state : 
“Your  kind  letter  of  recent  date  received.  The  roses 
are  now  in  full  bloom  in  my  yard  and  I would  like  very 
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much  for  you  to  see  them.  But  because  you  can’t  I 
will  write  you  a little  sketch  of  the  country  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  It  is  healthful,  picturesque,  historical.  We 
imagine  that  Irving  must  have  visited  this  or  some 
similar  place  when  he  wrote  the  lullaby  story  of  Rip’s 
twenty-year  slumber.  The  bluff  on  which  this  beauti- 
ful town  is  situated  is  nearly  fifty  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea  and  Clearwater  Bay  is  one  and  three-fourths 
miles  wide,  enclosed  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  a 
chain  of  long,  narrow  islands  of  sand  as  white  as  snow. 
The  roll  of  the  surf  on  these  islands  cannot  be  equaled 
for  bathing  even  by  that  on  the  Atlantic  beach.  Thou- 
sands of  varieties  of  fish  teem  these  waters  and  the 
fishermen  with  their  nets  and  sharpies  are  constantly 
bringing  carloads  of  them  into  the  market,  whence  they 
are  shipped  as  far  north  as  New  York.  Occasionally 
a party  wishing  more  strenuous  fishing  than  is  afforded 
by  these  placid  waters  of  the  bay  take  larger  boats  and 
go  out  into  the  Gulf  for  several  miles,  where  they 
fish  for  snapper,  grouper,  kingfish  and  such  varieties, 
often  coming  in  at  evening  with  a ton  or  more  of  fish 
caught  entirely  with  hook  and  line.  It  is  no  infrequent 
occurrence  to  see  the  flat,  monster  kingfish  spring 
twenty  feet  from  the  water  with  the  decoy  bait  and 
hook  in  his  mouth,  where  he  shakes  himself  in  a vain 
effort  to  gain  his  freedom.  You  might  with  the  aid  of 
an  eye  glass  observe  about  twenty  miles  off  the  shore 
a fleet  of  sail  boats  apparently  lying  still.  These  are 
the  sponge  boats  with  their  Greek  divers  aboard,  who 
are  risking  their  lives  many  fathoms  under  the  heavy 
waters,  surrounded  with  reefs  of  glittering  coral  and 
exposed  to  the  dangers  of  sharks,  devil  fish,  etc.,  while 
obtaining  wealth  from  the  very  depths  of  the  sea.  The 
sponges  from  these  waters  are  found  in  the  markets  of 
every  city  in  the  country.  We  have  all  heard  fish 
stories  but  after  living  on  this  coast  for  years,  as  the 
writer  has,  the  old  fish  stories  seem  quite  mild  in  com- 
parison with  what  is  true  of  these  southern  waters. 
But  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  give  in  so  short  a space 
even  a synopsis  of  the  thousands  of  curious  and  inter- 
esting freaks  of  nature  as  found  here.  So  I will  go 
ashore  and  climb  the  Clearwater  Bluff,  at  the  very 
spot  where  General  Jackson  built  Fort  Harrison  on  the 
bluff  of  Clearwater  Bay,  and  which  the  records  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  show  to  be  the  most  healthful 
place  or  camping  ground  in  the  United  States.  I find 
myself  surrounded  by  large  seedling  orange  trees,  now 
laden  with  the  noted  orange,  the  ‘Florida  Seedling,’ 
the  best  in  the  world.  These  trees  are  over  forty  years 
old,  no  frost  has  ever  yet  blighted  them  and  they  are 
now  laden  with  golden  fruit,  firm,  sweet  and  juicy. 
Then  there  are  trees  bearing  great  clusters  of  tanger- 
ines, mandarines,  kumquats,  grapefruit  and  lemons. 
From  six  to  ten  carloads  of  fruit  leave  this  little  vil- 
lage daily  and  there  are  numbers  of  instances  where 


growers  realize  from  six  hundred  to  one  thousand 
dollars  per  acre  from  the  sale  of  citrus  fruits.  In  the 
mid-winter  season  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad 
cannot  handle  the  crop  fast  enough  but  soon  they  will 
be  getting  scarce  and  then  again  you  will  see  the  trees 
burst  forth  into  full  bloom.  Who  has  not  enjoyed  the 
fragrance  of  the  orange  blossom,  let  him  come  to 
Clearwater  during  the  months  of  February  and  March. 
We  have  in  our  garden  from  November  to  June  straw- 
berries, peas,  beans,  beets,  cabbage,  tomatoes,  roasting 
ears,  Irish  potatoes,  etc.  We  have  only  a population 
of  one  thousand — no  one  has  ever  written  much  about 
us,  but  we  are  gradually  coming  to  the  front  as  a win- 
ter resort  and  I understand  that  we  have  some  of  your 
Quincy  people  stopping  here  at  present.” 


GEORGE  BOWNE  PATTERSON. 

For  forty-two  years  George  Bowne  Patterson  has 
been  identified  with  the  bar  of  Key  West  either  in 
active  practice  as  a lawyer  or  as  a public  official  whose 
services  have  been  in  the  direct  path  of  his  profession. 
Presidential  appointment  kept  him  continuously  in 
the  office  of  United  States  district  attorney  for  twenty 
years,  and  the  record  which  he  made  was  such  that 
it  placed  his  name  on  the  roll  of  eminent  representa- 
tives of  the  bar  of  southern  Florida.  He  was  born 
at  Key  West,  October  I,  1848,  a son  of  Hon.  Alex- 
ander Patterson,  whose  birth  occurred  at  Stoning- 
ton,  Connecticut,  and  who  became  a resident  of  Key 
West  in  the  ’30s,  and  during  the  War  of  1812,  al- 
though but  a youth  in  years,  served  as  a militiaman 
from  the  state  of  New  York.  The  grandfather  had 
also  been  a soldier,  defending  the  interests  of  the 
colonists  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  ancestry  of 
the  family  in  the  paternal  line  can  be  traced  back  to 
Scotland,  and  it  was  while  this  country  was  still  num- 
bered among  the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain 
that  the  first  of  the  family  in  America  took  up  his 
abode  in  New  England,  where  his  descendants  lived 
for  several  generations,  Alexander  Patterson  remain- 
ing in  that  section  of  the  country  and  in  New  York 
until  he  sought  a home  in  the  south  in  the  ’30s.  He 
soon  was  recognized  as  a prominent  factor  in  both 
business  and  social  circles,  being  identified  with  mer- 
cantile interests  for  a long  period.  He  also  repre- 
sented Monroe  county  in  the  state  legislature  for  a 
number  of  terms,  being  a member  of  the  house  dur- 
ing the  early  existence  of  that  body.  He  served  as 
mayor  of  Key  West  for  a number  of  years  and  his 
administration  was  at  all  times  businesslike,  practical 
and  progressive.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  Civil 
war  he  was  in  charge  of  the  naval  station  at  Key  West 
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for  the  United  States  government.  He  passed  away  in 
1870  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  the  Key  West  cemetery. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Fol- 
ker,  was  a native  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  and 
of  German  descent.  Her  death  occurred  in  1890  when 
she  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Her  father  was  Dr.  Edwin  Folker,  who  was  at  one 
time  a very  prominent  physician  of  Charleston. 

George  Bowne  Patterson  is  the  only  living  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Patterson  but  has  two  sis- 
ters living,  both  being  residents  of  Key  West.  The 
Island  city  has  been  his  home  throughout  his  entire 
life  and  his  early  education  was  acquired  under  the 
instruction  of  a private  tutor.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  his  parents  sent  him  to  Cuba  to  continue 
his  education  and  he  attended  a university  near 
Havana,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on  the  com- 
pletion of  a three-year  course.  He  then  returned  to 
Key  West  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  with 
the  Hon.  Thomas  J.  Boynton,  United  States  district 
judge  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  as  his  pre- 
ceptor. After  thoroughly  mastering  many  of  the 
principles  of  jurisprudence  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  May,  1871,  and  in  the  intervening  period  of  forty- 
two  years  has  remained  an  active  representative  of 
the  profession,  practicing  in  the  courts  of  Key  West  or 
filling  offices  which  have  called  into  play  his  knowledge 
and  ability  as  a lawyer.  Shortly  after  his  admission 
to  the  bar  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Hart  to  the 
office  of  prosecuting  attorney  of  Monroe  county  and 
filled  that  position  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  Governor  Hart  appointed  him  prosecuting  at- 
torney for  the  sixth  Florida  judicial  circuit.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  made  a member  of  Governor  Hart’s 
staff  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  In  1874  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Grant  United  States  district  at- 
torney for  the  southern  district  of  Florida  and  was 
reappointed  to  this  office  by  Presidents  Hayes,  Arthur 
and  Benjamin  Harrison,  concluding  a seventeen-year 
service  in  that  position  in  1894  under  the  second  ad- 
ministration of  Grover  Cleveland,  under  whose  first 
administration,  from  1885  until  1889,  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  private  practice  of  law  while  a democrat 
occupied  the  position  of  United  States  district  attor- 
ney. During  Mr.  Patterson’s  incumbency  of  that  of- 
fice he  made  a clean  and  creditable  record,  as  he  has 
done  in  every  position  of  public  trust  that  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill.  For  nine  years  he  held  the  office 
of  postmaster  of  Key  West,  resigning  the  position  in 
1909.  During  all  of  these  years  he  has  remained  an 
active  member  of  the  bar  of  the  city  and  for  many 
years  was  senior  partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Patter- 
son & Harris,  his  associate  in  practice  being  J.  Vining 
Harris.  During  the  administration  of  President  ben- 


jamin Harrison,  though  not  a candidate  for  the  posi- 
tion, Mr.  Patterson  was  importuned  by  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States  to  accept  appointment 
to  the  position  of  judge  of  the  northern  district  of 
Florida,  but  there  were  counter  influences  which  re- 
sulted in  the  appointment  of  another  man.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson has  also  held  various  minor  official  posi- 
tions, including  that  of  member  of  the  school  board, 
member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  city  attorney. 
The  duties  of  these  positions  he  has  discharged  with 
the  same  faithfulness  that  has  marked  his  course  in 
positions  of  farther  reaching  importance.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  the  legal  representative  of  the 
American  & English  Marine  Underwriters  Salvage 
Association  of  London  and  of  the  French  Under- 
writers in  all  salvage  matters  in  his  district.  He  is 
likewise  vice  president,  one  of  the  directors  and 
attorney  for  the  First  National  Bank  of  Key  West. 

In  the  city  of  his  nativity,  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1876,  Mr.  Patterson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ida  E.  Bethel,  a daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Winer 
Bethel  of  Key  West,  and  a sister  of  Judge  L.  W. 
Bethel,  who  is  now  occupying  the  bench  of  the 
eleventh  judicial  circuit  court  of  Florida.  Mrs.  Pat- 
terson died  May  5,  1906,  leaving  six  children,  a son 
and  five  daughters : Lucille,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Oak- 
ley of  Norfolk,  Virginia;  Eva,  the  wife  of  J.  Marshall 
Braxton,  of  Jacksonville,  Florida;  Frederica,  the  wife 
of  H.  A.  Prindle  of  New  York  city;  Etta,  at  home; 
George  Elliott,  who  is  a graduate  of  the  New  York 
University  and  is  now  a practicing  lawyer  in  New 
York  city;  and  Effie  Aletta,  also  at  home. 

Mr.  Patterson  holds  membership  in  St.  Paul’s  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church  of  Key  West,  of  which  he 
is  senior  warden.  He  is  a Master  Mason  and  for 
nine  consecutive  years  was  master  of  the  local  lodge. 
He  also  holds  membership  with  the  Elks  and  the 
Odd  Fellows,  and  in  every  relation  of  life  his  ster- 
ling qualities  have  commanded  for  him  the  high 
respect,  confidence  and  good-will  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  been  associated.  His  mind  during  the  entire 
period  of  his  course  at  the  bar  and  in  office  has  been 
directed  in  the  line  of  his  profession  and  his  duty. 


FRANK  B.  SHUTTS. 

(By  F.  B.  Stoneman) 

Because  of  his  fitness  as  a financier  and  an  attor- 
ney Frank  B.  Shutts  was  chosen  a special  representa- 
tive of  the  comptroller  of  the  currency  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  fact  is  largely  responsible  for  his 
selecting  Miami  as  his  home.  A receivership  of  a 
bank  in  Miami  not  proving  entirely  satisfactory,  Mr. 
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Shutts  was  sent  by  the  comptroller  to  clear  up  the 
tangle  and  finally  to  close  the  receivership.  The  tact- 
ful manner  in  which  he  closed  up  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  won  him  a large  circle  of  friends  and  made 
it  possible  for  him  to  consider  Miami  as  a permanent 
home  and  paved  the  way  for  the  uniform  success  he 
has  had  as  a resident  of  this  city. 

Frank  B.  Shutts  was  born  in  Dearborn  county,  In- 
diana, September  II,  1870.  He  is  a son  of  Indiana 
pioneers,  of  that  splendid  stock  that  has  created  an 
empire  out  of  the  wilderness.  His  father  is  Abram  P. 
Shutts,  born  in  1841,  and  his  mother,  Mrs.  Amanda 
(Barker)  Shutts,  born  in  1845.  Frank  B.  Shutts  at- 
tended the  public  schools  at  Aurora,  Indiana,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  of  that  city  in  1887. 
Five  years  later  he  was  graduated  from  De  Pauw 
University.  Immediately  on  his  graduation  he  began 
the  practice  of  law  at  Aurora.  He  was  a successful 
practitioner  at  the  bar,  building  up  a large  clientele. 
He  served  for  several  years  as  general  counsel  for  an 
interurban  railway  operating  in  Indiana  and  Ohio. 
He  is  president  of  the  Southern  Indiana  Telephone 
Company  and  has  been  largely  interested  in  the  elec- 
tric light,  gas  and  public  water  concerns  in  that  part  of 
the  state,  as  well  as  in  other  manufacturing  industries. 

In  1909,  being  impressed  with  the  possibilities  of 
Miami  from  a business  point  of  view,  Mr.  Shutts  re- 
moved to  this  city,  establishing  a law  office  and  be- 
coming the  legal  representative  of  Henry  M.  Flagler, 
of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  Company  and  of 
its  subsidiary  interests  in  south  Florida.  In  1910  he 
organized  The  Herald  Printing  & Publishing  Com- 
pany, which  is  the  owner  of  the  Miami  Herald,  the 
leading  daily  newspaper  in  south  Florida,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  president  of  the  company  and  its 
principal  stockholder.  Finding  that  his  law  practice 
was  increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  he  required  as- 
sistance in  disposing  of  the  large  volume  of  business, 
Mr.  Shutts,  on  January  1,  1912,  organized  the  law 
firm  of  Shutts,  Smith  & Bowen,  a firm  that  has  taken 
a leading  position  in  the  practice  of  law  in  this  state. 
It  is  composed  of  Frank  B.  Shutts;  W.  Pruden  Smith, 
formerly  of  Jacksonville;  and  C.  D.  Bowen,  formerly 
of  Indianapolis,  where  he  was  city  attorney  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mr.  Shutts  is  president  of  the  newly 
organized  Miami  Building  & Loan  Association,  a co- 
operative financial  institution,  which  is  rapidly  filling 
a long-felt  want  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Shutts  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  his  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Benev- 
olent Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Masons  and  Phi 
Gamma  Delta.  He  belongs  to  the  Miami  and  the 
Florida  State  Bar  Associations.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Seminole  Club  of  Jacksonville. 


In  his  home  relations  Mr.  Shutts  is  particularly 
happy.  On  June  8,  1910,  he  married  Miss  Agnes  B. 
John,  of  Aurora,  Indiana,  a daughter  of  the  late  John 
and  Julia  (Bush)  John,  representatives  of  two  of  the 
old  families  of  that  state.  They  have  a charming 
little  daughter. 

In  all  of  his  business  and  social  relations  Mr.  Shutts 
is  looked  upon  as  a leader,  possessing  that  peculiar 
faculty  called  personal  magnetism  which  draws  men 
to  him  and  gives  them  confidence  in  his  ability  and 
integrity.  He  is  an  able  and  successful  business  man 
and  is  a prominent  figure  in  all  of  the  lines  of  activity 
which  are  building  up  Miami  and  southern  Florida. 


JOHN  EARLE  PERKINS. 

John  Earle  Perkins,  who  is  now  in  the  third  term 
of  his  service  as  treasurer  of  Leon  county,  is  num- 
bered among  the  most  able,  conscientious  and  efficient 
men  on  the  roster  of  county  officials.  He  was  born 
in  Tallahassee,  July  30,  1876,  and  is  a son  of  John 
Day  and  Joanna  (Willson)  Perkins,  the  former  a 
native  of  Florida  and  the  latter  of  Missouri.  The 
father  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age  and  served  throughout  the  en- 
tire four  years.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  and  was  left  upon  the  battlefield,  where 
he  lay  upon  the  ground  for  three  days  and  three  nights 
before  receiving  help.  The  injury  afterward  necessi- 
tated the  amputation  of  his  left  leg.  He  joined  the 
army  as  a private  but  his  efficient,  loyal  and  able 
service  won  him  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain 
and  as  such  he  received  his  honorable  discharge.  Re- 
turning to  Leon  county,  he  engaged  in  the  cotton  com- 
mission business  and  for  the  last  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  divided  his  attention  between  that  occupation  and 
his  duties  as  county  treasurer,  a position  which  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife  has  also  passed 
away.  To  their  union  were  born  seven  children : 
William,  who  died  in  infancy ; Ida,  also  deceased ; 
George  B.,  an  attorney;  Thomas  E.,  who  is  cashier 
of  the  Capital  City  Bank;  C.  W.  and  Maggie  May, 
twins,  the  former  a resident  of  Tallahassee  and  the 
latter  deceased ; and  John  Earle,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
Tallahassee  public  schools  and  supplemented  this  by 
a course  in  a business  college  in  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  graduating  in  1899.  Immediately  afterward 
he  turned  his  attention  to  banking,  becoming  con- 
nected with  the  Capital  City  Bank,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  spent  six  months  in  the 
Bank  of  Madison,  Florida.  His  father’s  health  fail- 
ing at  the  end  of  that  time,  Mr.  Perkins  was  obliged 
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to  return  home  and  assume  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
county  treasurer,  to  which  he  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term.  In  1906  he  was  elected  to  the 
position  and  is  now  in  his  third  term,  his  two  re- 
elections  proving  the  acceptability  of  his  service.  He 
discharges  his  duties  ably  and  conscientiously  and 
has  made  a record  in  office  for  constant  consideration 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Perkins  married  Miss  Caroline  C.  Chaires,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  John  E.,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  December  4,  1911.  Mr.  Perkins  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  his  support  to 
any  movement  calculated  to  promote  general  advance- 
ment and  development. 


JUDGE  V.  WALTON. 

Judge  V.  Walton,  trained  for  his  profession  in  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  efficient  universities  of  the 
south  and  since  attaining  his  majoriy  actively  con- 
nected with  the  practice  of  law,  having  now  a large 
clientage  at  Palatka,  was  born  in  Gallatin,  Sumner 
county,  Tennessee,  August  16,  1884,  his  parents  being 
John  N.  and  Katie  Lee  (Vertrees)  Walton,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Alabama  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee. 
They  were  married  in  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  although 
John  N.  Walton  had  spent  his  early  youth  in  his  na- 
tive state,  there  remaining  until  he  entered  school  as 
a student  in  the  University  of  Nashville.  He  also 
attended  the  Emory  and  Henry  College  of  Virginia, 
where  he  pursued  a course  in  civil  engineering.  When 
Judge  Walton  was  but  six  weeks  old  the  family  came 
to  Palatka,  Florida,  where  the  father  entered  the 
wholesale  grain  business  in  connection  with  James  C. 
Vertrees,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  under  the  firm  style  of  Ver- 
trees & Company.  Mr.  Walton  remained  a partner 
in  that  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May 
23,  1912,  when  he  was  fifty-seven  years  of  age.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  ever  making  his  religious  service  and  duty 
his  first  consideration.  Fraternally  he  was  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  becoming  a prominent 
representative  of  that  order,  in  which  he  advanced 
rapidly  until  he  became  chancellor  commander.  He 
was  also  a Woodman  of  the  World.  In  politics  he 
was  a democrat,  active  in  support  of  the  party,  and 
was  made  one  of  the  three  trustees  having  in  charge 
the  Putnam  county  bonds.  He  was  also  elected  county 
commissioner  but  resigned.  Palatka  numbered  him 
among  her  valued,  representative  and  honored  citizens 


and  deep  regret  was  felt  at  his  passing.  Elis  widow 
still  resides  in  that  city.  In  their  family  were  three 
children,  of  whom  Judge  Walton  is  the  eldest,  the 
others  being  Susie  Lee  and  Will  N. 

Judge  Walton  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  Practically  his  entire  life 
has  been  spent  in  Palatka  and  in  1903  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school.  He  pursued  his  law  course 
in  the  Washington  and  Lee  University  at  Lexington, 
Virginia,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1906.  He  took  the  bar  examination  in  that  state  be- 
fore the  supreme  court  in  1905  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  courts  of  this  state  in  October  of  the 
same  year.  His  certificate  from  the  supreme  court  of 
Virginia  was  held  because  of  the  fact  that  he  was  still 
in  his  minority  and  was  not  given  him  until  he  had 
reached  the  required  age  of  twenty-one  years.  He 
has  since  engaged  in  general  practice  and  has  won 
for  himself  a most  creditable  position  as  a representa- 
tive of  the  bar.  From  the  latter  part  of  1907  until 
November  1,  1911,  he  was  associated  with  H.  E.  Mer- 
ryday,  under  the  firm  style  of  Merryday  & Walton, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  alone.  He  is  an  able 
lawyer,  well  versed  in  his  profession. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1909,  Judge  Walton 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sophia  Elizabeth 
Howard,  a native  of  Marion  county,  Florida,  and  a 
daughter  of  Captain  James  H.  Howard.  They  have 
two  children : Sophie  Elizabeth  Braulim  and  Katie 

Lee.  Mr.  Walton  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  mu- 
nicipal affairs,  cooperating  heartily  in  many  movements 
for  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  city  along  po- 
litical and  other  lines.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  His  has  been  a well 
spent  life,  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  many  of  his 
warmest  friends  are  those  who  have  known  him  from 
his  boyhood  days  to  the  present. 


JAMES  WILLIAM  CASE. 

It  is  significant  of  the  trend  of  modern  times  that 
more  and  more  important  business  affairs  are  en- 
trusted to  young  men,  who  are  proving  their  ability 
by  the  excellent  results  which  they  obtain  and  by  the 
progressive  policies  which  they  advocate.  James  Wil- 
liam Case  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  this  class 
in  Hastings,  Florida,  and  has  done  much  by  his  rapid 
success  to  justify  the  modern  idea.  He  is  not  only 
prominent  in  financial  circles  of  the  town  as  cashier 
of  the  Hastings  Banking  Company,  a thirty  thousand 
dollar  corporation,  but  is  connected  with  a number  of 
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other  enterprises  which  greatly  contribute  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  city. 

James  William  Case  was  born  in  Guilford  county, 
North  Carolina,  June  9,  1877,  a son  of  William  Ham- 
ilton and  Agnes  Bruce  (Thorp)  Case.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  the  same  county  and  there  the  father 
spent  his  entire  life  as  an  agriculturist,  passing  away 
February  2,  1902,  in  his  sixtieth  year.  The  mother, 
who  received  the  name  of  Bruce  in  honor  of  Charles 
Bruce,  who  was  politically  and  socially  prominent  in 
North  Carolina  in  the  days  of  her  birth,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Greensboro,  that  state.  The  Case  family 
is  of  English  origin,  coming  to  this  country  in  colo- 
nial days.  James  William  Case  is  the  oldest  son  and 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren. He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Guilford 
county,  North  Carolina,  attending  the  common  schools 
in  the  neighborhood  in  the  acquirement  of  his  educa- 
tion and  subsequently  attended  high  school  to  com- 
plement his  learning.  He  remained  on  the  home 
farm,  assisting  his  father  in  the  management  thereof, 
until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  was  appointed  deputy  county  recorder,  serving  in 
that  capacity  for  a period  of  six  years  with  efficiency 
and  ability.  At  the  suggestion  of  a boyhood  friend  the 
management  of  the  American  Exchange  Bank  of 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  selected  him  as  the  head 
of  their  savings  department  and  he  served  with  con- 
spicuous capability  in  this  position  until  he  resigned 
it  in  order  to  remove  to  Florida.  In  January,  1909, 
we  find  him  employed  by  Smith,  Richardson  & Con- 
roy of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  which  position  he  re- 
mained for  a few  months  only,  being  called  at  that 
time  to  Hastings  to  accept  the  position  of  cashier  of 
the  Hastings  Banking  Company,  an  office  which  he  has 
now  held  for  over  three  years.  As  cashier  of  the  bank 
he  virtually  guards  the  interests  of  the  institution  and 
guides  its  policies.  Conservative  yet  progressive,  he 
has  been  instrumental  in  greatly  extending  the  busi- 
ness of  the  organization  and  its  present  reputation 
of  stability  and  solidity  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts. 
He  recognizes  that  the  bank  which  most  carefully 
safeguards  the  interests  of  its  depositors  is  the  one 
most  worthy  of  patronage  and  regards  no  detail  too 
unimportant  to  assure  it  of  his  close  attention.  The 
bank,  of  which  he  is  not  only  cashier  but  also  a director 
and  one  of  its  stockholders,  had  in  June,  1912, 
deposits  in  excess  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
and  its  prosperous  condition  not  only  speaks  well  of 
the  careful  management  but  of  the  prosperity  pre- 
vailing in  Hastings.  Mr.  Case,  however,  has  extended 
his  activities  to  other  fields  and  acts  as  representa- 
tive of  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York,  the  business  of  this  company  having 
greatly  increased  through  his  efforts.  He  is  also 


secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Southern  Hotel  & In- 
vestment Company  of  Hastings,  an  organization  which 
is  incorporated  for  thirty  thousand  dollars.  He  is  a 
man  who  by  the  sheer  force  of  his  will,  his  ability, 
his  foresight  and  his  initiative  is  of  great  value  to  the 
various  organizations  with  which  he  is  connected  and 
who  through  the  medium  of  them  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  town. 

In  the  fall  of  1908  Mr.  Case  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ethel  Troy  Finlator,  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  a daughter  of  John  Finlator,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  one  son,  James  William,  Jr. 

In  his  political  associations  Mr.  Case  is  a democrat 
and  is  considered  an  important  factor  in  the  local 
councils  of  that  party.  Always  foremost  in  any  move- 
ment inaugurated  for  the  expansion  of  trade,  the  de- 
velopment of  the  city’s  resources  or  the  betterment  of 
its  people,  he  has  become  connected  with  the  public 
life  of  the.  town,  having  been  elected  to  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  Hastings  for  two  terms  and  serving  at 
present  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  and  gives  to  that  organization  moral  and 
material  support.  As  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  he  finds  often  occasion  to  assist  in  the  promo- 
tion of  measures  which  have  greatly  benefited  the  com- 
mercial life  of  the  town.  His  fraternal  relations  are 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Case  is  a man 
strongly  marked  by  character  and  has  become  a force- 
ful element  in  the  community,  where  his  sterling 
traits  have  won  him  the  high  regard  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  into  contact  in  a busi- 
ness or  social  way.  At  all  times  he  has  been  actuated 
by  laudable  ambition  and,  while  he  has  encompassed 
his  own  ends,  he  has  been  and  is  a helpful  and  cooper- 
ant factor  in  the  general  advancement  and  his  work 
along  this  line  has  always  been  of  a high  order.  Al- 
though he  has  attained  a position  which  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  man  twice  his  age  and  he  could  rest  con- 
tented in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duties,  it  may  safely 
be  predicted  that  his  force  and  aggressiveness  will 
carry  him  to  many  more  conquests  equally  honorable 
and  worthy,  which  hold  forth  additional  rewards  to 
his  industry,  common  sense  and  intelligence. 


CORNELIUS  FRANKLIN  KEMP,  D.  D.  S. 

For  thirty  years  actively  engaged  in  the  profession 
of  dentistry  in  Key  West,  Dr.  Kemp  occupies  a fore- 
most position  in  that  line  in  the  city  and  his  standing 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  has  been  called  upon 
on  several  occasions  to  serve  as  executive  of  important 
state  associations  along  professional  lines.  However, 
he  has  not  confined  his  interests  to  one  line  but  has 
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been  distinctly  successful  in  educational  affairs  and 
has  been  prominent  in  fraternal  circles  and  ever  been 
ready  to  give  his  support  to  benevolent  causes.  He 
at  present  serves  with  great  distinction  as  president  of 
the  Key  West  city  council,  doing  valuable  work  in 
promoting  measures  which  will  be  of  lasting  benefit 
and  contribute  toward  the  further  growth  of  the  city. 
Here  he  was  born  on  March  I,  1859,  a son  of  Wil- 
liam Kemp,  a native  of  Harbor  island,  one  of  the 
Bahamas.  The  father  was  born  on  January  13,  1813. 
In  his  earlier  life  he  was  a seafaring  man  and  a sea 
captain,  and  during  this  pursuit  became  a resident  of 
Key  West  in  1831,  where  later  for  many  years  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He 
died  on  December  19,  1882,  deeply  mourned  by  a large 
circle  of  friends,  and  is  buried  in  the  Key  West  ceme- 
tery. The  mother  of  Dr.  Kemp  before  her  marriage 
was  Amelia  Lowe,  a member  of  the  well  known  Lowe 
family  of  this  city  and  also  a native  of  the  Bahamas, 
having  been  born  on  Green  Turtle  Key.  She  is  now 
also  deceased,  having  survived  her  husband  for  a 
number  of  years.  To  them  was  born  a large  family 
of  whom  but  two  are  now  living,  the  brother  of  Dr. 
Kemp  being  Walter  James,  a jeweler  of  this  city. 

The  home  of  Dr.  Kemp  has  been  in  Key  West  since 
the  date  of  his  birth  and  here  he  attended  private  and 
public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in 
1877  and  being  one  of  the  two  members  of  the  high 
school’s  first  graduating  class.  He  subsequently  com- 
pleted a commercial  course  in  Moore’s  Southern  Busi- 
ness College  of  Atlanta  and  then  entered  upon  the 
study  of  dentistry  and  in  1883  graduated  from  the 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery  at  Philadel- 
phia. Since  the  date  of  his  graduation,  thirty  years 
ago,  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  his  home  city  and  has  been  increas- 
ingly successful,  being  now  considered  as  one  of  the 
foremost  members  of  the  dental  fraternity  of  the 
state.  He  combines  a deep  knowledge  of  the  scien- 
tific principles  underlying  dentistry  with  a mechan- 
ical skill  and  touch  which  has  made  for  him  a great 
reputation  and  secured  him  the  patronage  of  the  most 
representative  citizens.  He  is  ex-president  of  the 
Florida  State  Dental  Society  and  an  ex-president  of 
the  Florida  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  and  is 
still  a member  of  that  board. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Kemp  occurred  in  Key  West 
on  May  7,  1885,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Cole- 
man, a native  of  Key  West  and  a daughter  of  John 
H.  Coleman,  formerly  a well  known  citizen  of  this 
place.  Although  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own  they  have  taken  care  of  several  who 
needed  their  help  and  have  educated  and  supported 
them. 


Dr.  Kemp  has  ever  taken  an  active  part  and  interest 
in  educational  matters  and  for  twenty  years  was  of- 
ficially connected  with  the  public-school  system,  hav- 
ing for  ten  years  been  a member  of  the  county  board 
of  education,  and  for  a similar  period  following  this 
ten  years  he  held  the  office  of  superintendent  of  edu- 
cation in  Monroe  county.  He  at  present  serves  as 
president  of  the  Key  West  city  council,  a position 
which  he  has  held  for  five  consecutive  years  with  credit 
to  himself  and  conferring  a benefit  upon  the  com- 
munity. Dr.  Kemp  is  a member,  steward  and  trus- 
tee of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South, 
and  for  many  years  has  been  superintendent  of  its  Sab- 
bath school.  He  is  prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  be- 
ing a past  noble  grand  and  past  grand  patriarch  in 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  also  a member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  in  which  organization  he  has  held  the 
office  of  clerk  in  the  local  camp  for  sixteen  consecu- 
tive years.  Along  professional  lines  he  is  a member 
of  the  Southern  Dental  Society.  His  interest  in  chil- 
dren has  not  only  been  manifest  in  his  kindness  toward 
those  whom  he  educated  in  his  family  but  he  is  also 
a director  of  the  Children’s  Home  Society  of  Jack- 
sonville and  as  such  very  much  interested  in  the  work 
of  bettering  the  conditions  of  unfortunate  and  or- 
phaned children.  As  shadowed  forth  between  the 
lines,  the  life  work  of  Dr.  Kemp  has  been  many-sided 
and  to  whatever  line  he  has  turned  his  attention  it  is 
evident  that  he  has  attained  results.  It  is  also  evi- 
dent that  he  has  nothing  of  the  spirit  of  self-aggran- 
dizement for  he  has  ever  given  his  best  services  for 
the  public’s  sake,  and  only  for  the  public’s  sake.  That 
he  therefore  enjoys  the  highest  esteem  and  respect  is 
natural  and,  as  it  should  be,  and  in  that  esteem  lies 
his  greatest  reward  and  the  respect  he  receives  is 
truly  his  greatest  success. 


CHARLES  RICHARDSON  PIERCE. 

Among  the  most  able  and  successful  of  Key  West’s 
native  sons  is  Charles  Richardson  Pierce,  a pioneer  in 
the  sponge  industry  in  this  section  of  the  state  and 
today  one  of  its  leading  representatives.  Moreover, 
he  has  been  for  many  years  prominent  among  those 
who  are  active  in  shaping  the  city’s  political  develop- 
ment and  in  various  positions  of  responsibility,  trust 
and  honor  has  accomplished  effective  and  far-reaching 
work,  influencing  to  a great  extent  municipal  progress 
along  many  lines. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  born  in  Key  West,  on  the  226  of 
July,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Lewis  Edward  and  Sarah  J. 
(Albury)  Pierce,  natives  of  Nassau,  Bahama  islands. 
In  early  manhood  the  father  settled  in  Key  West, 
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where  at  first  he  followed  the  ship  carpenter’s  trade, 
later  becoming  a merchant  and  a sponge  dealer,  build- 
ing up  a large  and  important  enterprise  along  the  lat- 
ter line.  He  passed  away  in  1874  and  was  survived 
by  his  wife  until  1893.  Among  their  children  are: 
Charles  R.,  of  this  review;  Mrs.  Lydia  E.  Moss;  Mrs. 
Cornelia  M.  Allen;  and  Mrs.  Annie  B.  Brown,  all  of 
Key  West. 

Charles  Richardson  Pierce  was  reared  in  his  par- 
ent’s home,  securing  his  primary  education  in  private 
schools  in  his  native  city.  He  afterwards  attended 
Emory  College  at  Oxford,  Georgia,  and  had  reached 
the  senior  class  when  the  death  of  his  father  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  give  up  his  studies  and  to  return 
home  in  order  to  take  charge  of  the  latter’s  extensive 
sponge  interests.  He  was  then  but  a boy  of  nineteen, 
but  he  ably  took  charge  of  all  of  his  father’s  affairs, 
settled  the  estate  and  succeeded  to  the  sponge  business, 
which  was  already  an  important  and  profitable  concern. 
In  his  work  as  administrator  he  displayed  the  initiative 
spirit  and  the  excellent  organizing  and  executive  power 
which  have  dominated  his  entire  business  career,  bring- 
ing him  to  a position  among  the  leaders  in  the  indus- 
trial life  of  his  city.  He  today  controls  large  sponge 
interests  and  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  dealers  in 
Key  West,  his  success  in  the  conduct  of  his  enterprise 
coming  as  a result  of  a thorough  and  exhaustive  knowl- 
edge of  the  business,  his  straightforward  and  honor- 
able dealings  and  his  strict  adherence  to  progressive 
and  modern  business  methods.  He  is  now  having 
constructed  a large  steam  launch  of  one  hundred  tons 
capacity,  which  when  completed  will  be  named  the 
Mascotte  and  which  he  intends  to  keep  for  general 
wrecking  and  cable  repair  use. 

Although  Mr.  Pierce  is  a resourceful,  capable  and 
successful  business  man,  it  is  not  alone  along  business 
lines  that  he  has  done  splendid  work  for  his  native 
city,  for  he  has  been  for  many  years  one  of  the  great- 
est individual  forces  in  local  politics,  holding  several 
important  official  positions,  in  all  of  which  he  has  ren- 
dered faithful  and  honorable  service.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  education 
and  this  is  his  second  period  of  identification  with  edu- 
cational interests,  to  the  promotion  of  which  he  has 
given  a great  deal  of  his  time  and  attention.  Pie  served 
for  four  years  as  a member  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
and  almost  continuously  since  the  date  of  its  organiza- 
tion has  been  a member  of  the  Key  West  board  of  pub- 
lic works.  As  such,  on  the  nth  of  December,  1912, 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  laying  the  first  brick  in  the 
city’s  new  system  of  street  paving,  upon  the  completion 
of  which  all  of  the  city’s  streets  will  be  covered  with 
a good  standard  pavement. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1881,  Mr.  Pierce  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Elizabeth  Lowe,  a native 
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of  Key  West  and  a daughter  of  Samuel  S.  Lowe  and 
niece  of  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pierce  have  three  sons.  Cleveland  Reuel,  aged  thirty- 
one,  is  a lawyer  in  Key  West.  Emory  Lowe,  aged 
twenty-seven,  is  a graduate  of  the  Georgia  School  of 
Technology  and  at  present  is  serving  as  city  engineer 
and  street  commissioner  of  Key  West.  He  is  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  this  city  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Lewis  Edward,  aged  twenty  and  the 
youngest  son  in  this  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Pierce  have  one  grandchild,  Emory  Lowe  Pierce,  Jr., 
born  May  1,  1913,  a son  of  their  second  son.  Mr. 
Pierce  is  a member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Key  West  and  fraternally  is  identified  with 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Masonic  order.  He  was  formerly  vice  president  of 
the  Island  City  National  Bank  and  is  now  a director. 
He  belongs  to  the  Key  West  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
being  actively  interested  in  the  growth  of  the  city  and 
in  the  advancement  of  its  commercial  interests.  He 
is  a splendid  type  of  the  present-day  American  citizen, 
zealous  in  promoting  his  own  interests  but  always 
eager  to  make  them  forces  in  general  progress ; ambi- 
tious for  political  preferment  but  only  as  an  avenue  to 
public  service,  and  at  all  times  honorable  and  upright 
in  his  personal,  political  and  business  standards,  while 
at  the  same  time  businesslike,  practical  and  enterpris- 
ing in  the  methods  by  which  he  seeks  success. 


WILLIAM  PRUDEN  SMITH. 

William  Pruden  Smith,  who  during  the  fifteen  years 
of  his  connection  with  the  legal  profession  has  made 
steady  and  creditable  progress,  establishing  himself 
in  an  enviable  position  in  the  regard  of  the  general 
public  by  reason  of  his  personal  worth  and  his  ability 
in  his  chosen  calling,  is  now  a resident  of  Miami,  con- 
nected with  the  bar  of  Dade  county  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Shutts,  Smith  & Bowen.  He  was  born  in 
Dalton,  Georgia,  March  4,  1876,  and  is  a son  of  Hon. 
John  Lee  Smith,  a resident  of  Cleveland,  Tennessee. 
John  Lee  Smith  is  recognized  as  an  able  and  forceful 
lawyer,  as  was  his  father  also,  the  latter  having  been 
Hon.  Samuel  Axley  Smith,  of  Cleveland,  who  repre- 
sented the  third  Tennessee  district  in  congress  for 
many  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  Upon  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  army  of 
the  Confederacy  and  served  for  four  years,  meeting 
death  in  battle  in  North  Carolina  near  the  close  of  the 
war.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  review  was 
before  her  marriage  Miss  Rosa  Pruden,  a native  of 
Cuthbert,  Georgia,  and  a daughter  of  William  H.  Pru- 
den. Her  father  served  during  the  Civil  war  as  lieu- 
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tenant  colonel  of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia  Regiment, 
Confederate  army,  having  moved  to  that  state  from 
Milford,  Connecticut,  with  his  parents  when  he  was 
still  a child. 

William  Pruden  Smith  was  reared  in  Charleston, 
Tennessee,  and  after  completing  the  public-school 
course  entered  the  State  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1898.  For  one  year  thereafter  he 
was  connected  with  the  law  department  of  the  South- 
ern Railway,  located  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  in 
1900  came  to  Florida,  settling  in  Jacksonville,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  for  twelve 
years,  first  as  a partner  of  W.  B.  Owen  and  later  as 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Kay,  Doggett  & Smith.  In 
January,  1912,  he  removed  to  Miami  and  became  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  firm  of  Shutts,  Smith  & 
Bowen,  now  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  prominent 
law  firms  in  southern  Florida.  Mr.  Smith  is  recog- 
nized as  a strong  and  able  practitioner,  whose  knowl- 
edge of  legal  principles  is  comprehensive  and  exact 
and  whose  application  of  them  always  correct  and 
logical.  He  has  been  identified  with  much  successful 
litigation  and,  although  still  a young  man,  has  made 
his  mark  in  professional  circles  of  the  city,  where  he 
occupies  a high  and  honored  place. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1903,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss 
May  Garner,  a daughter  of  Captain  Charles  E.  Gar- 
ner, of  Jacksonville,  Florida.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren: Katherine  Rosalyn,  aged  nine;  and  William 

Pruden,  Jr.,  aged  five.  Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  the 
Seminole  Club  and  the  Yacht  and  the  Country  Clubs 
of  Jacksonville  and  belongs  to  the  Tarpon  and  the 
Dade  Clubs  in  Miami.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  is  a Knight  Templar  and 
a member  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Along 
professional  lines  he  is  connected  with  the  Miami  and 
the  Florida  State  Bar  Associations.  He  has  attained 
an  enviable  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  frater- 
nity in  this  part  of  the  state  and  in  professional  and 
social  circles  alike  has  won  a host  of  warm  friends. 


CHARLES  EZEKIEL  JOHNSON. 

Orlando  numbers  among  its  most  progressive,  far- 
sighted and  enterprising  business  men  Charles  Ezek- 
iel Johnson,  president  of  the  South  Florida  Foundry 
& Machine  Works,  and  since  its  organization  one  of 
the  leading  factors  in  its  steady  growth  and  expansion. 
He  is  one  of  the  early  residents  in  the  city  and  in  all 
work  of  progress  and  advancement  has  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a century  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part, 
his  public  spirit  combining  with  his  business  initiative 


to  make  him  a valued  and  representative  citizen.  He 
was  born  in  New  Haven  county,  Connecticut,  in  1852 
and  he  began  his  independent  career  as  an  office  boy 
for  Sargent  & Company,  hardware  manufacturers  in 
New  Haven.  Being  a natural  mechanic,  he  soon 
turned  his  attention  to  that  branch  of  the  business, 
learning  pattern  making  and  becoming  a skilled  and 
expert  workman  in  that  line.  He  afterward  accepted 
a position  with  the  Farrel  Foundry  of  Ansonia,  Con- 
necticut, and  there  remained  for  eleven  years,  study- 
ing the  business  in  principle  and  detail  and  learning 
practically  everything  connected  with  foundry  and 
machine  work.  With  this  excellent  training  he  came 
to  Orlando  in  1886  and  in  association  with  E.  F. 
Sperry  organized  the  South  Florida  Foundry  & Ma- 
chine Company  which  he  incorporated  with  a capital 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  under  the  original  name. 
The  enterprise  continued  until  1891,  when  it  was  re- 
organized as  the  South  Florida  Foundry  & Machine 
Works,  its  present  title.  Mr.  Johnson  is  president  of 
the  concern  and  E.  F.  Sperry  secretary  and  treasurer. 
Three  years  ago  Mr.  Witchendahl  purchased  an  in- 
terest in  the  business  and  has  made  an  excellent  record 
during  the  period  of  his  association  with  the  concern. 
The  South  Florida  Foundry  & Machine  Works  is 
a well  managed  business  enterprise  in  every  particular 
and  since  its  organization  in  1886  it  has  had  a steady 
growth.  Its  facilities  have  been  gradually  enlarged, 
the  buildings  twice  remodeled  and  other  improvements 
made,  the  plant  now  covering  about  three  acres  of 
land  and  affording  employment  to  thirty  high-class 
workmen.  In  years  past,  when  iron  was  used  more 
extensively  than  steel  for  the  same  purposes,  this 
company  did  a great  deal  of  work  for  the  railroads  of 
Florida  and  they  have  also  made,  put  up  and  repaired 
much  of  the  phosphate  machinery  used  in  central  and 
south  Florida,  in  addition  to  having  constructed  most 
of  the  large  spiral  iron  stairways  in  use  in  the  large 
schools  and  public  buildings.  One  of  the  most  recent 
and  important  of  these  contracts  was  the  installation 
of  nine  flights  of  metal  stairway  in  the  new  high  school 
at  Tampa,  the  Hillsboro  county  courthouse  and 
the  St.  Augustine  high  school.  In  fact,  no  other  Flor- 
ida foundry  has  yet  been  able  to  turn  out  this  class 
of  work  as  cheaply  or  as  well.  At  the  present  time 
they  have  three  important  contracts  of  the  same  kind 
under  way.  The  general  castings  now  made  are  prin- 
cipally for  architectural  purposes  and  phosphate 
machinery.  The  territory  covered  reaches  from  Jack- 
sonville to  Fort  Myers.  Situated  on  both,  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  and  the  Seaboard  Railroad  tracks,  the 
company  enjoys  unexcelled  facilities  for  transportation, 
being  in  immediate  touch  with  all  parts  of  the  state. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  work  of  the  foundry  the 
firm  has  been  given  the  exclusive  agency  for  the  cele- 
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brated  Foos  gas  engines  throughout  this  territory. 
This  branch  of  the  business  will  undoubtedly  be 
worked  up  to  large  proportions  during  the  months 
to  come.  A specialty  is  being  made  of  the  Foos  irri- 
gating equipment,  which  is  the  lightest  and  smoothest- 
running  thing  of  its  kind  ever  invented.  Farmers  and 
truckers  are  beginning  to  find  the  vast  utility  of  these 
plants,  and  in  regions  where  irrigation  doubles  and 
trebles  the  crop  returns,  as  in  many  parts  of  Orange 
and  surrounding  counties,  these  magic  and  moderately 
priced  rain-producers  are  worth  their  weight  in  gold 
- — even  if  they  cost  but  an  infinitesimal  fraction  of  that 
amount.  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  associates  have  recently 
installed  in  their  factory  a new  engine  lathe  and,  in 
fact,  all  of  the  equipment  is  thoroughly  modern  and 
up-to-date  in  every  particular.  His  association  with 
the  South  Florida  Foundry  & Machine  Works  does 
not,  however,  limit  the  extent  of  Mr.  Johnson’s  busi- 
ness interests,  for  he  is  vice  president  of  the  People’s 
National  Bank  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Or- 
lando, Sanford  & Kissimmee  Electric  Railroad. 

Mr.  Johnson  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Pratt,  of  An- 
sonia,  Connecticut,  and  they  have  four  children : 
Marcia,  Harold,  Welton  and  Dorothy.  Since  coming 
to  Orlando  Mr.  Johnson  has  been  actively  interested  in 
the  progress  and  advancement  of  the  community  and 
closely  identified  with  the  work  of  municipal  develop- 
ment. He  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council  for 
two  years,  his  term  covering  a critical  period  in  the 
city’s  history,  embracing  as  it  did  the  years  of  the 
great  freeze  in  Florida,  when  all  business  was  prac- 
tically paralyzed.  Mr.  Johnson  voted  for  the  con- 
struction of  clay  roads  in  the  town  and  also  aided  in 
the  passage  of  a bill  abolishing  salaries  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  city  council  in  order  that  the  money  thus 
saved  might  be  used  for  the  general  good  of  the  com- 
munity. He  has  been  identified  with  a great  many 
corporate  and  business  interests,  the  growth  of  which 
has  directly  affected  the  growth  of  Orlando,  and  by 
his  excellent  business  and  executive  ability  has  in- 
fluenced general  development.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Hoo-Hoos  and  is  very  popular  in  the 
city  where  he  has  so  long  resided,  his  genial  and  social 
disposition  and  his  sterling  qualities  of  character  hav- 
ing drawn  to  him  many  friends. 


“PAT”  JOHNSTON. 

One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  younger  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Kissimmee  bar  is  Robert  George 
Johnston,  known  by  everybody  as  “Pat”  Johnston, 
who  since  his  admission  in  1911  has  been  practicing  his 
profession  in  this  city.  He  was  born  in  Howard  county, 


Nebraska,  and  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  section,  completing  it  in  the  high  school  at 
Kissimmee,  where  he  located  in  1895.  After  laying 
aside  his  books  he  engaged  in  merchandising  for  some 
time  but  later  determined  to  study  law.  Accordingly, 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Florida  and  was  graduated  in  1911  and  in  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1912  he  was  ap- 
pointed clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  served  in  an  ef- 
ficient and  capable  way  until  January  1,  1913,  when 
he  resigned.  He  has  again  turned  his  attention  to  the 
general  practice  of  law  and  has  won  rapid  success, 
his  knowledge  and  ability  proving  an  excellent  gate- 
way to  a lucrative  patronage.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Florida  State  Bar  Association  and  is  connected  with 
business  interests  of  this  city  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Florida  Lumber  Company.  He  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Osceola  Journal  Publishing  Company,  a 
weekly  paper,  and  secretary  of  the  Southern  Utili- 
ties Companies. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1912,  Mr.  Johnston  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Adalene  F.  Donegan,  of 
Kissimmee,  and  they  are  well  known  in  social  circles 
of  the  city.  Mr.  Johnston  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  To  his  many  friends  in  this  city  he  is 
familiarly  known  as  “Pat”  and  he  has  made  the  name 
a synonym  for  professional  ability,  business  discrim- 
ination and  high  personal  integrity. 


CHARLES  ANDREW  LATTIN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Charles  ' Andrew  Lattin  is  not  only  well  and 
favorably  known  in  Hastings  as  physician  and  sur- 
geon, having  located  here  in  1904,  but  deserves  fur- 
ther mention  on  account  of  distinguished  military 
service  which  he  rendered  during  the  Civil  war, 
where  he  fought  on  the  side  of  his  brothers  from 
the  southland  with  conspicuous  gallantry. 

Dr.  Lattin  was  born  in  Burlington,  Lawrence 
county,  Ohio,  July  11,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  Charles 
and  Jane  Ann  (Martin)  Lattin,  the  father  a native 
of  Connecticut  and  the  mother  of  New  York.  The 
parents  were  married  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York, 
and  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio,  whence  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Virginia,  in  which  state  both  passed  away. 
In  his  younger  days  the  father  was  a carpenter  by 
trade  but  later,  while  a resident  of  Virginia,  served 
as  county  surveyor  in  Cabell  and  Lincoln  counties. 
The  parents  were  prominent  in  the  districts  where 
they  lived  and  all  who  knew  them  esteemed  them 
highly  for  their  substantial  qualities  of  mind  and  char- 
acter. In  their  family  were  three  children:  Mar- 

garet Elizabeth  Thompson,  deceased;  David  C.,  of 
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Hamlin,  West  Virginia;  and  Charles  Andrew,  of  this 
review. 

Dr.  Lattin  was  a boy  of  two  or  three  years  when 
the  parents  moved  to  Virginia  and  he  was  reared  in 
Cabell  county,  that  state,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  those  early  days.  On  Oc- 
tober 7,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Sixteenth 
Virginia  Cavalry,  under  Captain  James  H.  Nounnan, 
remaining  in  active  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  November  12,  1864,  at  Cedar 
Grove,  and  was  interned  in  the  military  prison  at 
Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  until  his  release  June  28, 
1865.  During  the  longer  period  of  his  service  he 
held  the  rank  of  sergeant.  Subsequent  to  the  Civil 
war  he  was  employed  for  four  or  five  years  as  car- 
riage maker,  but  leaning  strongly  toward  study  and 
research  work,  he  decided  upon  a professional  ca- 
reer, and,  studying  medicine,  graduated  in  1887  from 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In 
search  for  an  opportune  field  he  selected  Florida  and 
began  active  practice  at  Federal  Point,  Putnam 
county,  this  state,  remaining  there  until  1904,  when 
he  came  to  Hastings,  perceiving  opportunities  for 
larger  service  in  this  thriving  city.  Capable,  earnest 
and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  his  profes- 
sional duties,  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to 
successfully  cope  with  the  ravages  of  sickness  and  dis- 
ease and  as  his  reputation  has  grown  his  practice  has 
increased.  Beside  attending  to  his  extensive  clientage 
he  also  conducts  a drug  store,  which  is  up-to-date  and 
modern  in  all  its  departments,  the  prescription  counter 
of  which  is  particularly  carefully  handled. 

Dr.  Lattin  married  on  June  30,  1874,  Miss  Sa- 
vannah F.  Bickel,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  of  this  mar- 
riage was  born  one  daughter,  Florence  Maude,  the 
wife  of  N.  T.  Sanford,  of  Coalinga,  California,  by 
whom  she  has  two  sons.  Mrs.  Lattin  passed  away 
in  October,  1888,  in  Ohio,  and  on  June  20,  1890,  the 
Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  D.  C.  Guthrie, 
who  passed  away  in  July,  1894. 

Although  Dr.  Lattin  gives  the  most  of  his  atten- 
tion to  his  extensive  professional  work  and  employs 
his  time  largely  to  perfect  his  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence by  reading  broadly  and  comprehensively  of  the 
latest  achievements  and  discoveries  in  the  world  of 
medical  science,  he  has  found  time  to  devote  to  pub- 
lic office,  having  served  for  two  years  as  the  first 
city  treasurer  of  Hastings.  His  religion  is  that  of 
the  Episcopal  church  and  he  has  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Masonic  order.  He  keeps  in  contact  with 
his  comrades  in  arms  of  days  long  gone  by,  through 
his  membership  in  R.  E.  Lee  Camp,  No.  58,  U.  C.  V., 
of  Jacksonville.  The  life  record  of  Dr.  Lattin  re- 
dounds to  his  credit  and  honor  and  he  has  found 
rich  reward  in  the  confidence  and  high  regard  which 


he  inspires  in  his  fellowmen,  who  esteem  him  for  his 
kindly  qualities  of  mind  and  character,  his  profes- 
sional attainments  and  his  self-sacrificing  public 
spirit. 


ALEXANDER  RAY. 

Jacksonville  has  been  signally  favored  in  the  class 
of  men  who  have  occupied  her  public  positions,  for 
on  the  whole  they  have  been  loyal  to  duty  and  consci- 
entious in  meeting  every  obligation  that  has  devolved 
upon  them.  Of  this  class  of  public  officials  is  Alex- 
ander Ray,  now  city  treasurer.  He  was  born  in  Water- 
town,  New  York,  August  30,  1854,  his  parents  being 
Jacob  and  Margaret  (Auchter)  Ray,  the  former  a 
native  of  the  Empire  state  and  the  latter  of  Germany. 
Both  died  in  New  York  city,  to  which  they  removed  in 
1864,  the  father  there  following  the  tailor’s  trade. 

Alexander  Ray  was  a lad  of  ten  years  when  the 
family  became  residents  of  the  metropolis,  and  after 
attending  the  public  schools  there,  he  continued  his 
education  by  pursuing  a night  course  in  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College.  He  started  in  the  work 
on  his  own  account  when  but  thirteen  years  of  age 
and  has  since  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources, 
so  that  whatever  success  has  come  to  him  is  the  direct 
result  of  his  earnest  labors.  He  had  a newspaper  route 
in  the  early  mornings  and  during  the  day  acted  as 
office  boy  in  a house  importing  laces  and  millinery 
goods.  That  he  was  faithful,  capable  and  reliable  is 
indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  remained  with  that  house 
until  1875,  when  the  business  went  out  of  existence. 

In  1877  Mr.  Ray  came  to  Florida  to  engage  in  the 
orange  business  and  settled  on  Fruitland  peninsula 
in  Putnam  county.  There  he  engaged  in  orange  grow- 
ing until  1891,  when  he  came  to  Jacksonville  and 
entered  into  business  connection  with  the  Jacksonville, 
Tampa  and  Key  West  Railway,  now  the  Atlantic  Coast 
Line.  He  was  afterward  with  the  Florida  Fruit  Ex- 
change until  the  memorable  freeze  of  1894-95.  In  that 
year  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  retail  grocery  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  continued  until  1899.  On  the  1st 
of  January  of  that  year  he  entered  the  city  treasurer’s 
office  as  chief  clerk  under  A.  M.  Ives  and  held  the 
position  for  ten  years.  Mr.  Ives  not  wishing  to  act  as 
treasurer  for  a longer  period,  Mr.  Ray  then  became 
candidate  for  the  office  and  has  three  times  been  elected 
without  opposition.  What  higher  compliment  can  be 
paid  him?  It  is  an  indisputable  testimonial  of  the  re- 
gard entertained  for  him  by  the  people,  who  recognize 
his  ability  and  integrity  as  a city  official.  He  will  con- 
tinue in  the  office  until  June,  1915,  and  the  consensus 
of  public  opinion  seems  to  be  that  he  will  be  the  choice 
of  the  people  for  a fourth  term.  He  never  forgets 
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for  an  instant  his  public  duties  and  his  obligations. 
All  are  treated  fairly  and  justly  and  over  his  official 
record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of 
evil. 

In  October,  1888,  Mr.  Ray  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Arminda  Tyre,  a native  of  Florida,  and  they 
are  well  known  in  social  circles  of  the  city,  the  hospi- 
tality of  many  of  the  most  attractive  homes  of  Jack- 
sonville being  freely  accorded  them.  Mr.  Ray  is  a 
member  of  the  Germania  Club  and  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  filling  all  of  the  offices 
in  the  local  lodge  and  also  becoming  an  official  in  the 
grand  lodge.  He  is  most  loyal  to  the  beneficent  spirit 
of  the  craft  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  organiza- 
tion are  a feature  in  its  development.  Fie  stands  as  a 
high  type  of  American  manhood  and  citizenship  and 
his  record  commends  him  to  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all. 


J.  W.  RAST. 

No  higher  testimonial  can  be  given  concerning  the 
capability  and  trustworthiness  of  J.  W.  Rast  in  the 
office  of  tax  collector  for  Duval  county  than  the  state- 
ment that  he  has  been  three  times  elected  to  the  office, 
the  last  time  without  opposition.  In  this  day  when 
much  is  heard  concerning  graft  and  misrule  in  public 
office  the  record  of  such  a man  serves  to  restore  faith 
and  confidence.  Mr.  Rast  was  born  in  Middleburg, 
Clay  county,  Florida,  July  17,  1864,  his  parents  being 
the  Rev.  Jeremiah  and  Virginia  (Blitch)  Rast,  natives 
of  South  Carolina  and  Florida  respectively.  The  Blitch 
family  were  pioneers  of  this  state  and  representatives 
of  the  name  have  been  prominent  in  shaping  its  his- 
tory. Elijah  Blitch,  the  grandfather,  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Florida  legislature  at  an  early  day.  The 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Rast,  a minister  of  the  Methodist 
church,  came  to  Florida  in  1857  and  traveled  as  a 
circuit  rider  for  several  years.  He  exercised  a widely 
felt  influence  for  good  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  denom- 
ination and  is  now  enjoying  a well  earned  rest  in  Jack- 
sonville, a hale  and  hearty  man  of  eighty-five  years, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

J.  W.  Rast  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  state  and  was  reared  upon  a farm,  his  time 
in  his  youth  being  divided  between  Nassau  and  Duval 
counties.  He  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  devoting  his 
attention  to  farming  for  some  time  thereafter.  For 
four  years  he  was  a resident  of  Madison  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  raising  of  both  corn  and  cotton. 
He  later  came  to  Jacksonville  and  established  a 
grocery  store,  which  he  conducted  for  several  years. 


In  1894  he  became  chief  clerk  in  the  tax  collector's 
office  under  J.  E.  Johnson,  and  in  January,  1897,  he 
returned  to  the  tax  office  under  E.  W.  Gille,  remaining 
in  the  position  of  chief  clerk  for  ten  years.  In  1906  he 
was  nominated  at  the  democratic  primary  for  the  posi- 
tion of  tax  collector  and  in  the  following  fall  was 
elected  to  the  office  which  he  has  since  occupied,  hav- 
ing been  twice  reelected.  Public  indorsement  of  his 
capable,  faithful  and  honorable  service  came  to  him 
in  1912  in  the  fact  that  he  had  no  opposition  for  the 
office. 

In  November,  1889,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Rast  and  Miss  Cora  Garden,  of  Florida.  They 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  living:  James,  Virginia,  Livingston,  John  W., 

Cora,  Jewell  and  Paul. 

Mr.  Rast  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  holding 
membership  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Red 
Men,  the  Foresters,  the  Maccabees  and  the  Masons. 
He  is  a prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  is  serving  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school.  He  takes  a helpful  interest  in  all 
branches  of  the  church  work,  has  been  a delegate  to  all 
the  annual  conferences,  and  has  seldom  failed  to  at- 
tend these  meetings.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Anastasia 
Methodist  Assembly  of  St.  Augustine,  and  puts  forth 
every  effort  in  his  power  to  advance  the  work  of  the 
church,  extend  its  influence  and  promote  its  effective- 
ness as  an  agent  for  the  moral  regeneration  of  the 
race.  His  own  life  at  all  times  conforms  with  its 
teachings  and  its  principles,  and  his  sterling  worth 
commends  him  to  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


JOHN  B.  MALONEY,  M.  D. 

The  medical  fraternity  of  the  state  of  Florida  is 
proud  to  include  within  its  ranks  Dr.  John  B.  Ma- 
loney, who  for  many  years  has  practiced  in  Key 
West,  building  up  a reputation  based  upon  the  highest 
m,erit  and  attaining  a place  among  his  colleagues 
which  marks  him  for  distinction.  Although  his  prac- 
tice is  very  extensive  he  has  found  time  to  interest 
himself  in  the  material  growth  of  his  city,  having 
served  it  in  the  capacity  of  mayor  and  also  has  stood 
at  the  head  of  such  important  commercial  organiza- 
tions as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Board  of 
Trade.  In  the  Louise  Maloney  Hospital,  which  is 
entirely  owned  by  Dr.  Maloney,  he  gave  the  city  an 
institution  which  would  be  a credit  to  the  largest 
centers  of  population  and  thereby  has  added  to  his 
many  contributions  which  have  been  of  public  bene- 
fit one,  which  is  worthy  of  the  highest  encomiums. 
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John  B.  Maloney  is  an  elder  son  of  the  late  Wal- 
ter C.  Maloney  and  a native  of  Key  West,  having 
been  born  in  this  city,  November  26,  1867.  Here 
he  was  reared  and  received  his  literary  education  at 
Bingham’s  School.  Having  early  decided  upon  the 
medical  profession  as  the  one  which  appealed  the 
most  strongly  to  him,  he  attended  lectures  in  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1890.  For  six 
months  thereafter  he  acted  as  resident  physician  and 
interne  at  St.  Agnes’  Hospital  at  Philadelphia,  hold- 
ing subsequently  a similar  position  at  the  Reading 
Hospital  in  Pennsylvania.  Ever  ready  to  embrace 
the  latest  discoveries,  systems  and  methods  brought 
forth  by  the  eminent  scientists  of  the  world,  Dr. 
Maloney  keeps  abreast  with  the  progress  made  in  the 
world  of  science  along  medical  lines  and  has  taken 
several  post-graduate  courses  in  his  profession  since 
he  began  his  practice  in  this  city. 

On  October  1,  1891,  Dr.  Maloney  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Christman,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  three  children, 
Florence,  Ottilie  Louisa  and  Janice  Bartlum.  Flo- 
rence, the  eldest  daughter,  on  February  20,  1913, 
married  Robert  Spottswood,  a prominent  young  busi- 
ness man  of  Key  West.  The  two  younger  children 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Maloney  are  thirteen  and  eight 
years  of  age,  respectively. 

Dr.  Maloney  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
city  affairs,  having  efficiently  filled  the  position  of 
mayor  of  Key  West  for  one  term  and  having  as 
such  been  instrumental  in  promoting  valuable  mu- 
nicipal legislation  and  furthering  projects  which  have 
proven  of  lasting  worth.  For  two  terms  Dr.  Ma- 
loney served  on  the  local  school  board,  giving  thereby 
evidence  of  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  He 
serves  at  present  as  the  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  having  held  this  office  for  two  years  and 
done  wonderful  work  for  the  commercial  expansion 
of  the  city.  He  also  is  president  of  the  Key  West 
Board  of  Trade,  which  was  established  in  1912,  and 
he  is  therefore  the  first  executive  of  that  organiza- 
tion. He  can  always  be  found  in  the  front  ranks  of 
those  who  have  the  true  interests  of  the  city  at  heart 
and  is  ever  ready  to  gladly  bear  his  share  of  time 
or  money  in  promoting  the  advancement  of  his 
native  city. 

In  1908  Dr.  Maloney  established  the  Louise  Ma- 
loney Hospital  in  Key  West,  named  in  honor  of  his 
wife.  The  institution  is  entirely  owned  by  him  and 
is  equipped  with  the  latest  apparatus  and  modern  and 
up-to-date  in  all  its  appointments.  Although  not  of 
a great  capacity  it  is  fully  commensurate  for  what 
needs  it  is  intended  and  could  serve  as  a model  for 
similar  institutions  of  a much  larger  city  in  its  equip- 


ment and  facilities.  It  boasts  of  the  finest  polished 
hardwood  floors  and  together  with  the  immaculate 
appearance  of  the  linen  and  all  other  furnishings  pre- 
sents a most  health-inspiring  appearance.  The  officers 
and  nurses  employed  by  Dr.  Maloney  are  in  con- 
formity with  his  exacting  and  modern  views  and  the 
hospital  is  in  every  way  so  equipped  that  the  patient 
is  afforded  the  same  medical  and  surgical  attention 
amid  the  most  sanitary  environment  which  he  could 
receive  in  the  greatest  city  hospitals  at  the  hands  of 
the  most  eminent  specialists.  The  Louise  Maloney 
Hospital  fills  a long  felt  want  in  the  city  of  Key 
West  and  is  an  institution  of  which  the  city  may 
well  be  proud.  It  serves  as  a real  convenience  not 
only  to  local  people  but  to  the  multitudes  of  strangers 
who  throng  this  city  on  visits  and  annually  pass 
through  here.  The  hospital  fronts  on  two  of  Key 
West’s  principal  streets  and  is  L shaped  in  its 
arrangement  and  sufficiently  distant  from  the  inter- 
section of  the  streets  to  allow  room  immediately  on 
the  corner  for  a substantial  three-story  brick  business 
block  which  Dr.  Maloney  owns.  The  first  floor  of 
this  building  is  occupied  by  his  drug  store,  while  the 
second  floor  has  been  converted  into  an  excellent  resi- 
dence which  he  and  his  family  occupy  as  their  home, 
all  of  the  buildings  forming  one  of  the  most  con- 
venient and  compact  properties  which  could  be  con- 
ceived. 

It  is  a peculiar  circumstance  that  Dr.  Maloney  on 
February  23,  1913,  had  himself  to  undergo  an  opera- 
tion for  appendicitis  in  his  hospital,  which  was  suc- 
cessfully performed  by  Drs.  W.  R.  Warren,  J.  N. 
Fogarty  and  S.  D.  W.  Light,  all  of  Key  West.  The 
first  named  performed  this  operation  which  was  in 
every  way  a complete  success.  Along  professional 
lines  Dr.  Maloney  is  a member  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  and  is  also  prominent  in  the  Florida 
Medical  Society.  Fraternally  he  is  a past  exalted 
ruler  in  the  Key  West  lodge  of  Elks,  in  which  he 
is  popular. 

An  experience  which  Dr.  Maloney  recently  under- 
went and  which  is  characteristic  of  the  man,  show- 
ing that  in  matter  of  nerve  and  courage  he  is  not 
wanting,  was  a monoplane  flight  during  which  he 
remained  in  the  air  twenty  minutes.  The  occasion 
presented  itself  while  Domingo  Rosillo  was  stopping 
in  Key  West,  just  prior  to  starting  on  his  now  famous 
flight  to  Havana  in  his  French  monoplane.  In  one 
of  the  preliminary  trial  flights  given  for  the  benefit 
of  Key  West’s  populace  Dr.  Maloney  went  up  with 
the  daring  aviator  on  one  of  these  air  excursions, 
going  up  to  a height  of  two  thousand  feet.  Dr.  Ma- 
loney interestingly  recounts  the  sensations  when  leav- 
ing the  ground  and  again  when  dropping  to  earth. 
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The  public-spirited  citizenship  of  Dr.  Maloney  has 
been  foreshadowed  between  these  lines  and  the  ex- 
tent of  his  activities  is  readily  discernible  therefrom. 
Not  only  has  he  achieved  fame  as  one  of  the  most 
earnest,  capable  and  conscientious  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  the  city  and  this  part  of  the  state — his 
patients  numbering  hundreds  among  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor — but  he  has  been  one  of  the  potent 
forces  for  improvement,  expansion  and  development 
along  material  lines  and  has  ever  been  ready  to  co- 
operate with  any  worthy  body  in  extending  the  influ- 
ence of  his  native  city.  It  is  to  such  Americans  as 
Dr.  Maloney  that  the  section  owes  its  growth  and 
also  its  intellectual  and  moral  status,  and  therefore  his 
work  must  be  classed  as  of  the  highest  value  in  the 
development  of  the  city  and  in  the  rejuvenation  of 
the  south. 


CHARLES  B.  KING. 

Charles  B.  King,  serving  ably  and  satisfactorily  as 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Jackson  county,  is  a na- 
tive son  of  this  section,  born  December  9,  1883.  His 
father,  Isaac  P.  King,  was  also  a native  of  Florida 
and  spent  his  entire  active  life  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  interrupting  his  farming  operations 
only  in  order  to  serve  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was  in 
the  Confederate  army  under  Captain  John  L.  Davis 
and  was  three  years  at  the  front,  taking  part  in  many 
hotly  contested  engagements  and  receiving  a serious 
wound  at  the  battle  of  Marianna.  He  married  Miss 
Rebecca  Lockey,  a daughter  of  John  P.  Lockey,  well 
known  as  a Methodist  preacher  and  as  a veteran  of 
the  Seminole  Indian  war.  She  was  also  a native  of 
Florida.  To  their  union  were  born  nine  children : 
Clara,  who  was  killed  by  lightning;  Edgar  H.,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Tampa;  Eva,  Jack  L.  and  Estella, 
all  of  whom  have  passed  away  ; Isaac  LI.,  who  is  man- 
ager of  the  Ware  Mercantile  Company  of  St.  Andrew ; 
Charles  B.,  of  this  review;  Dr.  Joseph  S.,  who  lives 
in  Marianna,  Florida ; and  one  daughter,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Charles  B.  King  left  his 
father’s  farm  and  came  to  Marianna,  where  he  at- 
tended high  school  for  one  year,  going  at  the  end  of 
that  time  to  De  Funiak  Springs,  where  he  spent  three 
years  in  the  State  Normal  School.  He  made  good  use 
of  his  time  and  opportunities  and  fitted  himself  for 
teaching,  engaging  in  that  occupation  in  Walton  county 
for  one  year  after  leaving  school.  He  was  afterward 
for  a similar  period  principal  of  the  Graceville  school 
and  followed  this  by  one  year  as  assistant  principal 
of  the  Marianna  high  school.  For  five  years  thereafter 


he  did  able  and  conscientious  work  as  principal  of  the 
Sneads  high  school,  rising  in  his  profession  steadily 
as  his  ability  and  worth  became  more  widely  known. 
In  1912  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  Jackson  county  and  he  is  now  serving  in  this  ca- 
pacity. He  has  already  done  much  for  the  betterment 
of  educational  affairs  in  this  locality,  being  progress- 
ive in  his  ideas  and  modern  and  up-to-date  in  his 
methods.  He  has  in  addition  made  himself  very  popu- 
lar with  the  residents  of  Marianna  and  is  a man 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  King  married,  December  23,  1907,  Miss  Nellie 
Gordon  Godfrey,  a daughter  of  Orson  Peck  and  Eliza- 
beth Lee  Godfrey.  Her  father  died  when  she  was 
quite  small  and  her  mother  afterward  married  S.  W. 
Coley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  three  children : Charles 
Bryan,  born  January  9,  1909;  Isaac  Godfrey,  whose 
birth  occurred  August  5,  1910;  and  Rebecca,  born 
October  31,  1912. 

Mr.  King  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  and 

aternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  has  become 
widely  known  in  educational  circles  of  Jackson  county, 
his  excellent  record  as  superintendent  of  schools  hav- 
ing won  quick  recognition.  A man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  the  success  he  has  attained  is  well 
deserved,  due,  as  it  is,  to  his  own  energy,  ability  and 
well  directed  labor.  His  strength  of  character  and 
his  honorable  public  record  constitute  him  a valuable 
addition  to  Marianna  in  the  ranks  of  her  citizenship 
and  a native  son,  of  whom  Jackson  county  has  every 
reason  to  be  proud. 


GEORGE  V.  LEONARD. 

Prominent  among  the  agriculturists  of  the  Hastings 
district  is  George  V.  Leonard,  who  operates  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land,  comprising 
forty  acres  of  citrus  grove,  situated  two  miles  south 
of  Hastings,  for  the  Wetumpka  Fruit  Company.  Fie 
is  a son  of  George  W.  and  Emma  J.  (Billings)  Leon- 
ard, both  of  whom  have  passed  away.  The  father  was 
one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  agricultural 
interests  in  his  district,  where  he  operated  thirteen 
hundred  acres  of  land,  the  property  of  the  Wetumpka 
Fruit  Company,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  of  which 
he  was  also  a stockholder.  He  was  born  in  Bridge- 
water,  Massachusetts,  September  22,  i860,  a son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Leonard.  Lie  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  remaining  in  his  native  state  until  188 1, 
in  which  year  he  located  in  Lowell,  Florida,  where  he 
remained  until  1895.  In  October  of  that  year  he  came 
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to  Hastings  and,  purchasing  stock  in  the  Wetumpka 
Fruit  Company  of  Boston,  he  became  manager  of 
the  thirteen  hundred  acre  farm  which  that  company 
owns  in  the  Hastings  district,  remaining  in  that  posi- 
tion until  his  death.  Energetic,  industrious  and  pro- 
gressive, he  instituted  various  new  methods  of 
agriculture  which  largely  resulted  to  the  benefit  of 
the  corporation.  After  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  he 
set  out  forty  acres  in  orchards,  devoting  the  rest  of 
the  land  to  general  farming.  He  became  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  prominent  agriculturists  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  while  his  labors  resulted  in  his  individual 
success  he  became  a constructive  factor  in  the  general 
development  of  agricultural  methods.  Mr.  Leonard 
extended  his  labors  to  other  fields  and  also  acted  for 
some  time  as  representative  of  the  International  Har- 
vester Company,  building  up  a trade  in  this  locality 
which  brought  him  gratifying  results.  He  also  car- 
ried as  a side  line  fertilizers  and  seed. 

In  1886  George  W.  Leonard  married  Emma  J. 
Billings,  a daughter  of  R.  J.  Billings,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children : Faith  L.,  a school 

teacher  of  Hastings ; Florence  M.,  the  wife  of  T.  E. 
Mobley,  of  that  city;  George  V.,  who  took  his  father’s 
place  on  the  farm ; Stella  E.,  who  holds  a position 
as  stenographer  in  Boston,  Massachusetts;  Lewis  H., 
attending  school  in  Boston ; and  Lucy  D.,  who  is  also 
receiving  her  education  in  that  city.  All  of  the  chil- 
dren with  the  exception  of  the  youngest  daughter 
were  born  in  Lowell,  Florida,  the  latter  being  a native 
of  Hastings.  The  father,  realizing  the  advantage  of 
a good  education,  afforded  his  children  the  best  oppor- 
tunities along  that  line.  George  W.  Leonard  always 
took  an  active  part  in  the  movements  undertaken  to 
promote  the  general  development  and  advancement 
of  his  section  and  also  took  a deep  interest  in  politi- 
cal matters,  giving  his  support  to  the  republican  party 
although  he  never  held  office.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  to  which 
he  gave  his  moral  and  material  support.  He  passed 
away  on  the  26th  of  August,  1905,  deeply  mourned 
by  his  family  and  a large  circle  of  friends  who  not 
only  esteemed  him  as  a man  of  character  but  ranked 
him  high  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  district  who 
had  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  instituting  modern 
improvements  and  promoting  such  measures  as  have 
made  this  section  one  of  the  rich  agricultural  districts 
of  the  south.  Mrs.  Leonard  followed  her  husband 
in  death  on  February  9,  1910. 

George  V.  Leonard,  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
and  the  oldest  son  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Lowell, 
Florida,  July  17,  1890,  coming  to  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides  with  his  parents  in  October,  1895, 
when  only  five  years  of  age,  and  upon  which  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  acquired  his  education 


in  the  schools  of  Hastings  and  in  his  leisure  time 
became  acquainted  with  agricultural  matters  under 
the  able  guidance  of  his  father.  Fie  has  ever  remained 
on  the  farm  of  which  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
are  now  under  operation,  forty  of  which  are  planted 
as  citrus  groves  and  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
devoted  to  general  farming.  The  groves  of  the  We- 
tumpka Fruit  Company,  which  are  located  two  miles 
south  of  Hastings,  are  the  largest  in  the  district  and 
there  are  shipped  annually  about  thirty  carloads  of 
fruit  from  this  farm,  mostly  consisting  of  oranges, 
tangerines  and  grapefruit. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  married  October  14,  1912.  Young 
and  aggressive,  he  gives  all  of  his  attention  to  the 
development  of  his  interests  and  if  the  results  which 
he  has  achieved  thus  far  are  an  indication  of  what 
the  future  holds  in  store  for  him  a successful  and 
profitable  career  should  be  his. 


MRS.  JULIA  D.  TUTTLE. 

The  roll  of  Dade  county’s  honored  dead  contains 
no  more  worthy,  honored  and  widely  beloved  name 
than  that  of  Mrs.  Julia  D.  Tuttle,  whose  death,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1898,  deprived  Miami  of  its  founder  and 
first  settler.  Mrs.  Tuttle  made  her  home  in  this  city 
for  a number  of  years,  retaining  always  her  unbounded 
confidence  in  its  resources  and  her  faith  in  its  future, 
and  to  her  the  people  of  the  city  owe  a debt  of  grati- 
tude which  they  recognize  in  the  respect  and  venera- 
tion in  which  they  hold  her  memory. 

Mrs.  Tuttle  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  her  maiden 
name  having  been  Julia  De  Forest  Sturtevant.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Ephraim  T.  Sturtevant,  who  came 
to  Dade  county  about  the  year  1871  and  with  William 
B.  Brickell  located  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miami  river,  at 
what  is  now  called  Brickell’s  Point.  Later  Mr.  Sturte- 
vant took  up  a homestead  eight  miles  north  of  Miami, 
on  Biscayne  bay,  and  remained  there  for  some  time 
although  he  eventually  returned  to  Cleveland,  where 
his  death  occurred. 

Mrs.  Julia  D.  Tuttle  was  reared  in  her  native  city 
and  acquired  her  education  in  the  public  schools.  She 
was  there  married  January  22,  1867,  to  Frederick 
Leonard  Tuttle,  who  was  born  February  17,  1842.  He 
was  descended  from  an  honorable  English  family 
whose  members  belonged  to  the  nobility  in  the  mother 
country.  The  American  branch  was  founded  by  Wil- 
liam Tuttle,  who  came  from  England  to  the  American 
colonies  in  1635,  locating  two  years  later  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Tuttle  engaged  for  some 
years  in  the  iron  ore  trade  in  Cleveland  and  shortly 
after  his  father-in-law  located  in  Dade  county  in  1871 
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he  contracted  tuberculosis  and  came  with  his  wife  to 
Florida.  Although  the  disease  was  too  far  advanced 
for  a complete  cure,  the  mild  and  healthful  climate  of 
the  state  prolonged  his  life  for  fifteen  years,  his  death 
occurring  in  Cleveland,  February  27,  1886. 

During  the  period  of  her  residence  here  Mrs.  Tuttle 
was  so  favorably  impressed  with  this  section  of  blorida 
that,  despite  the  fact  that  both  her  husband  and  father 
had  afterward  returned  to  Cleveland,  she  decided  after 
their  deaths  to  make  her  permanent  home  in  this  state. 
However,  she  spent  one  winter  in  England  and  an- 
other in  California,  finally  locating  in  Dade  county, 
where  she  purchased  from  the  Biscayne  Bay  Com- 
pany a tract  of  land  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
extent,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Miami  river,  at  its 
mouth.  Her  property  fronted  on  Biscayne  bay  for 
one  mde  and  on  the  Mnami  river  for  a similar  dis- 
tance and  upon  it  is  now  built  all  of  the  main  portion 
of  the  city  of  Miami.  But  for  the  efforts  of  Mrs. 
Tuttle,  her  faith  in  the  future  of  this  section  and  her 
ability  to  make  her  beliefs  forceful  and  effective  there 
might  today  have  been  no  Miami,  for  it  was  she  who 
induced  Henry  Flagler  to  build  the  railroad  to  this 
point,  making  him  valuable  and  important  real-estate 
concessions.  Mrs.  Tuttle  identified  her  interests  thor- 
oughly with  those  of  the  city  and  was  interested  and 
active  in  practically  every  phase  of  community  life, 
supporting  progressive  public  movements  and  by  her 
encouragement  and  active  cooperation  in  them  becom- 
ing one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  community 
development  and  advancement.  She  died  September 
14,  1898,  and  in  her  passing  Miami  lost  one  of  the  best 
and  greatest  of  her  citizens.  The  city  stands  as  a 
monument  to  her  memory  which  is  further  enshrined 
in  the  hearts  of  her  many  friends. 

Mrs.  Tuttle  left  two  children  to  mourn  her  loss. 
Her  daughter,  Frances  Emeline,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Conrad  Sanders,  of  Nassau,  and  her  son, 
Henry  Ethelbert,  is  today  one  of  the  best  known  citi- 
zens of  Miami.  He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  May 
19,  1870,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  and  at  a private  school  in  Con- 
necticut. He  has  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in 
Miami,  fronting  on  the  Miami  river  and  adjoining  the 
beautiful  grounds  of  the  Royal  Palm  Hotel.  The 
house  is  set  in  the  midst  of  five  acres  of  land  beautified 
with  palms,  flowers  and  shrubbery  which,  with  the 
addition  of  many  tropical  plants,  makes  a veritable 
fairyland.  The  dwelling  is  a large  and  commodious 
mansion  with  broad  covered  porches  on  three  sides, 
the  main  walls  being  practically  indistinguishable  be- 
hind the  profusion  of  plants  which  adorn  and  beautify 
the  verandas.  Mr.  Tuttle  uses  his  wealth  with  dis- 
crimination, purchasing  with  it  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life,  including  a private  yacht  and  an  auto- 


mobile. On  October  11,  1898,  he  married  Miss  Corrie 
R.  Fowler,  a native  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  a daughter 
of  Samuel  Mills  Fowler,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
physicians  in  Chicago  for  a number  of  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tuttle  have  two  children:  Henry  Ethelbert 
Jr.,  born  May  12,  1904;  and  Leonard  Mills,  born 
May  16,  1906.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttle  are  well  known 
in  Miami  and  have  made  their  home  the  center  of  a 
charming  social  circle. 


J.  N.  BLACKWELL. 

J.  N.  Blackwell,  who  since  1898  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Palatka,  was  born  in  Buck- 
ingham county,  Virginia,  August  30,  1858.  His 

parents  were  the  Rev.  John  C.  and  Mary  (Letcher) 
Blackwell,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Virginia, 
the  father  being  born  in  Lunenburg  county,  while  the 
mother  was  a native  of  Lexington.  The  Blackwell 
family  was  founded  in  Virginia  in  1657  by  ancestors 
who  came  from  England.  The  Letchers  are  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent  and  went  to  Virginia  in  colonial 
days.  Both  families  were  represented  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  Rev.  John  C.  Blackwell  devoted 
his  life  to  teaching  and  preaching  and  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Buckingham  Female  Collegiate  Institute  of 
Gravel  Hill,  Buckingham  county,  Virginia.  He 
always  remained  a local  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  South.  He  was  the  first  graduate 
of  Randolph  and  Macon  College,  now  located  at 
Ashland,  Virginia,  and  his  life  was  one  of  great  use- 
fulness as  a factor  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  prog- 
ress of  his  race.  He  died  in  1885  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age.  The  family  numbered  twelve  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity,  while 
three  are  yet  living.  Two-  of  the  sons,  John  D.  and 
Houston  Letcher,  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  but 
both  are  now  deceased.  The  names  of  the  children 
still  living  are:  Mrs.  Olivia  B.  Ayers,  of  Denver, 

Tennessee;  Rev.  Robert  T.  Blackwell,  of  New  Mar- 
ket, Alabama ; and  J.  N.  Blackwell. 

The  last  named,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  left  the 
place  of  his  birth  in  early  manhood  and  afterward  fol- 
lowed mercantile  pursuits  at  Farmville,  Virginia,  for 
a number  of  years.  In  1884  he  arrived  in  Palatka, 
Florida,  where  he  carried  on  merchandising  for  a 
short  time.  He  was  afterward  appointed  and  later 
elected  clerk  of  the  criminal  court  of  Putnam  county, 
continuing  in  that  position  for  nine  years,  and  for 
four  years  he  was  deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court. 
Since  1898  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law.  He  pursued  his  studies  independently  and  suc- 
cessfully passed  the  required  examination  which  se- 
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cured  him  admission  to  the  bar  in  1898.  Through  the 
intervening  period  to  the  present  he  has  engaged  in 
general  practice  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
capable  lawyers  of  his  county — forceful  and  re- 
sourceful. 

In  1882  Mr.  Blackwell  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Betty  S.  Powell,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  died 
in  1884.  In  1887  he  wedded  Kate  Vertrees,  of  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  who  died  in  1910,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: Woodford  V.,  of  Jacksonville,  Florida;  and 
John  C.,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

In  politics  Mr.  Blackwell  has  always  been  a demo- 
crat, earnestly  supporting  the  party  since  his  boyhood 
days.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Cypress  Camp,  No. 
7,  W.  O.  W.,  and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
South.  In  its  work  he  has  taken  an  active  and  help- 
ful interest  and  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  school  and  for  a more  ex- 
tended period  was  one  of  its  teachers.  He  was  also 
steward  of  the  church  for  two  decades  and  has  taken  an 
active  and  helpful  part  in  the  various  lines  of  church 
work,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  growth 
and  extend  the  influence  of  his  church  and  to>  further 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  large. 


PETER  THOMAS  SKAGGS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Peter  Thomas  Skaggs,  who  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  spent  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  has  been 
in  the  active  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in 
Miami  since  the  town  was  founded,  stands  today 
among  the  leading  physicians,  his  knowledge  and  abil- 
ity having  gained  for  him  an  extensive  and  representa- 
tive patronage  which  he  is  very  successful  in 
conducting.  He  was  born  in  Nicholas  county,  West 
Virginia,  March  6,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  H. 
Skaggs,  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  Pie  served  during  that  conflict  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Confederate  army  and  lost  a leg  on  the 
battlefield.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Frances  Shaffer,  passed  away  in  19x0. 

Dr.  Skaggs  was  reared  upon  a farm  in  Fayette 
county,  West  Virginia,  and  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  that  state,  later 
attending  the  Summersville  Normal  School.  After 
teaching  for  one  term  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  grad- 
uating with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  March  30,  1896.  Since 
that  time  he  has  taken  several  post-graduate  courses  in 
New  York  city  and  in  Berlin,  for  he  never  considers 
his  medical  education  complete  and  is  indefatigable 
in  his  study  and  research.  He  first  located  in  Miami 


in  the  spring  of  1896,  a short  time  before  a railroad 
was  built  into  the  town,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  between  1897 
and  1898  which  he  spent  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  has 
been  continuously  in  practice  here,  his  name  stand- 
ing for  expert  medical  skill,  an  exact  and  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  of  underlying  principles  and  unusual 
ability  along  medical  lines. 

On  January  29,  1906,  Dr.  Skaggs  married  Miss 
Kate  C.  Barger,  of  Louisville,  and  they  are  well 
known  in  social  circles.  Dr.  Skaggs  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  being  a Knight  Templar  and  be- 
longing to  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  he 
is  affiliated  also  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks.  He  is  a member  of  the  Dade  County 
and  the  Florida  State  Medical  Societies  and  the 
Southern  and  American  Medical  Associations,  and  in 
this  way  keeps  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced 
thought  of  the  profession,  of  which  he  is  a distin- 
guished and  able  representative. 


HON.  EUGENE  WILSON  RUSSELL. 

The  Hon.  Eugene  Wilson  Russell  has  always  been 
a resident  of  Key  West  although  at  times  he  has 
traveled  extensively  in  the  United  States  and  Cuba. 
He  has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  official 
life  of  the  state  and  his  district,  having  served  in 
the  state  legislature  with  conspicuous  ability  and  also 
as  tax  collector  of  Monroe  county  and  deputy  circuit 
clerk,  serving  ever  since  1905  in  the  position  of  cir- 
cuit clerk  of  the  eleventh  Florida  district,  being  now 
in  his  third  term  of  office.  He  has  other  interests 
which  connect  him  with  community  life  and  is  a force- 
ful element  in  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  his  na- 
tive city.  He  was  born  on  January  3,  1873,  a 
son  of  Thomas  Richard  Russell,  a well  known  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  this  city  and  a native  of  Green 
Turtle  Key,  in  the  Bahamas,  who  came  to  Key  West 
with  his  mother,  then  a widow,  when  he  was  fifteen 
years  old  and  has  ever  since  lived  here.  He  has  now 
passed  the  sixty-sixth  milestone  on  life’s  journey. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John 
Russell,  a Scotchman,  who  emigrated  from  his  native 
land  to  North  Carolina,  later  removing  to  the  Bahama 
islands,  where  he  died  when  his  son  Thomas  Richard 
was  but  a small  boy.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
before  her  marriage  Romelda  Jane  Baker,  a native 
of  Key  West  and  a daughter  of  John  Baker,  who 
also  came  from  Green  Turtle  Key.  Mrs.  Romelda 
Jane  Russell  passed  away  on  October  22,  1910.  Eu- 
gene Wilson  Russell  is  the  second  of  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  surviving  their  mother. 


FLORIDA 


127 


The  four  sons  all  reside  in  Key  West,  while  the  two 
daughters  make  their  home  in  Miami.  The  latter  are 
Mrs.  Minnie  Mathaus  and  Miss  Vera  Russell  and 
the  three  brothers  of  our  subject  are  Thomas,  Frank- 
lin and  Melville. 

Eugene  W.  Russell  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  city  and  here  has  spent  all  of  his  life  with  the 
exception  of  some  extensive  journeys  which  he  under- 
took in  the  United  States  and  Cuba.  He  is  indebted 
for  his  early  education  to  public  and  private  schools 
and  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  ITe 
then  learned  under  the  tutorship  of  his  father  the 
brick  mason’s  trade  but  soon  abandoned  this  occupa- 
tion in  order  to  embark  in  the  cigar  manufacturing 
business,  which  he  successfully  followed  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-four,  or  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Spanish-American  war,  when  it  became 
difficult  for  the  time  being  to  secure  Havana  tobacco 
for  cigar  making.  He  therefore  gave  up  that  line 
of  business  and  entered  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  for  the  eleventh  Florida  district  under 
G.  W.  Reynolds,  who  then  held  the  position,  becom- 
ing the  latter’s  deputy.  While  holding  this  position 
Mr.  Russell  was  in  1898  elected  to  the  lower  branch 
of  the  state  legislature,  in  which  body  he  served 
two  terms,  having  been  reelected  in  1910.  During 
that  time  he  performed  valuable  service  in  promoting 
such  measures  as  would  benefit  his  constituency  and 
was  active  in  the  committee  rooms  as  well  as  on  the 
floor  of  the  house  in  the  promotion  of  constructive 
legislation.  He  continued  while  in  the  legislature  in 
the  office  of  deputy  and  in  March,  1902,  was 
appointed  as  tax  collector  of  Monroe  county,  to  fill 
a vacancy,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  was  elected 
to  the  office,  which  he  held  until  January,  1905,  when 
he  resigned  in  order  to  take  the  position  which  he 
now  holds,  having  been  elected  thereto  in  the  fall  of 
1904.  Fie  has  held  the  important  office  of  circuit 
clerk  since  January,  1905,  having  been  reelected  in 
1908  and  again  in  1912,  now  serving  in  his  third 
term  which  will  not  expire  until  January,  1917.  1 his 
is  a record  of  which  Mr.  Russell  may  well  be  proud, 
as  it  not  only  proves  his  efficiency  in  dealing  with 
important  judicial  problems  and  is  proof  of  his  thor- 
ough methods  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  office, 
but  is  a testimonial  to  the  confidence  which  the  public 
reposes  in  him  and  the  recognition  of  his  worth  as  a 
fair-minded,  conscientious  and  honest  official. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Russell  to  Miss  Grace  Lum- 
ley  occurred  on  April  21,  1892.  Mrs.  Russell  is  also 
a native  of  Key  West,  and  was  born  August  11,  1874. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  Lumley,  a native  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  who  after  having  traveled  ex- 
tensively located  in  Key  West,  where  he  passed  away 
when  Mrs.  Russell  was  an  infant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rus- 


sell have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows : Vernell  Comma, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  C.  Leland  Roberts,  of  Key  West; 
George  Adelbert;  Grace  Lamont;  and  James  Wyman, 
aged  nine  years. 

Mr.  Russell  belongs  to  the  Holy  Innocent  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church  of  Key  West,  actively  sup- 
porting its  work.  He  is  a past  exalted  ruler  in  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  F'ellows.  As 
a member  and  director  of  the  Key  West  Board  of 
Trade  and  as  a member  of  the  Key  West  Chamber 
of  Commerce  he  can  ever  be  found  with  those  who 
have  at  heart  the  progress  of  their  city  and  who 
inaugurate  movements  for  its  commercial  expansion. 
As  a director  of  the  Monroe  Investment  Company  he 
is  connected  with  the  commercial  and  financial  life 
of  the  city.  A public  servant  who  recognizes  his 
obligations  toward  his  constituents,  Mr.  Russell  occu- 
pies an  honored  and  respected  position  among  his 
fellow  citizens,  a position  which  he  is  well  qualified 
to  fill  and  which  he  administers  with  an  eye  towards 
the  greatest  good  of  all  concerned. 


NATHAN  C.  BRYAN. 

Nathan  C.  Bryan,  for  the  term  from  April,  1912, 
to  April,  1913,  mayor  of  Kissimmee  and  connected 
with  business  interests  of  the  city  as  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Waters  & Carson  Grocery  Company, 
is  a man  to  whom  advancement  has  come  as  a natural 
result  of  the  energy,  determination  and  integrity  which 
are  dominating  qualities  in  his  character.  Through 
successive  stages  of  progress  and  advancement  he  has 
worked  his  way  upward  in  the  business  world  and 
has  today  reached  a position  where  his  name  is  a 
synonym  for  progress  and  advancement  in  commer- 
cial, financial  and  political  circles  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Bryan  was  born  in  Georgia  and  spent  his  early 
life  in  his  native  state.  In  1885  he  came  to  Florida, 
settling  in  Kissimmee,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Waters  & Carson  Grocery  Company  as  clerk 
and  delivery  man.  From  that  position  he  rose  stead- 
ily, each  year  of  the  succeeding  twenty-eight  bring- 
ing him  new  advancement  until  he  is  today  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  company  and  general  manager 
of  the  jobbing,  wholesale  and  retail  departments.  The 
firm  with  which  he  is  connected  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  important  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  Osceola 
county  and  controls  a large  and  representative  trade. 
Its  officers  are:  C.  A.  Carson,  president;  N.  B.  Car- 
son,  vice  president;  and  N.  C.  Bryan,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  capital  stock  is  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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In  addition  to  his  connection  with  this  concern  Mr. 
Bryan  is  also  a director  in  the  Kissimmee  Lumber 
Company  and  in  the  State  Bank  of  Kissimmee,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and  he  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  able,  resourceful  and  far- 
sighted business  men  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Bryan  is  not  only  well  known  in  mercantile 
circles  but  he  is  also  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
in  democratic  politics  in  Osceola  county  and  his  well 
directed  activities  have  for  the  past  twenty  years 
been  powerful  in  local  political  development.  He  has 
served  ably  as  chairman  of  the  democratic  executive 
committee  and  he  was  for  two  years  on  the  city 
council,  giving  his  influence  during  that  time  to  the 
support  of  constructive  and  progressive  legislation. 
In  1912  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city,  polling  two 
hundred  and  nine  votes  out  of  a total  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  his  administration  was  characterized  by 
businesslike,  straightforward  and  progressive  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Bryan  married,  in  August,  1889,  Miss  Annie 
Oliver,  of  Kissimmee,  a daughter  of  Joseph  S.  and 
Nannie  Oliver,  the  former  for  a number  of  years 
a prominent  railroad  contractor  and  for  two  terms 
a member  of  the  Florida  legislature.  He  has  passed 
away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryan  have  two  children:  Eu- 
gene, a traveling  salesman  with  headquarters  in  Jack- 
sonville; and  Joe  Berta,  who  is  a graduate  of  the 
State  LTniversity  of  Tallahassee.  Nathan  C.  Bryan 
believes  that  this  institution  should  be  supported  by 
the  citizens  of  the  state  of  Florida  and  is  always 
ready  to  co-operate  in  any  movement  to  promote  this 
object. 

Mr.  Bryan  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles  of 
Kissimmee,  holding  membership  in  the  Masonic 
lodge,  of  which  he  is  junior  warden,  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  of  which  he  is  past  chancellor.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Baptist  church  and  has  been  Sunday 
school  superintendent  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
Throughout  a residence  in  Kissimmee  covering  a 
period  of  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  he  has 
labored  earnestly  and  effectively  along  different  lines 
of  community  development.  He  has  become  widely 
known,  while  his  strength  of  character  and  his  honor- 
able public  record  constitute  him  a valued  citizen,  of 
whom  Kissimmee  has  every  reason  to  be  proud. 


EUGENE  K.  JAUDON,  M.  D. 

A history  of  the  medical  fraternity  of  Dade  county 
would  be  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory  were  there 
failure  to  make  prominent  reference  to  Dr.  Eugene 
K.  Jaudon,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 


and  surgery  in  Miami.  Through  the  years  of  his  con- 
nection with  the  profession  he  has  made  steady  and 
honorable  progress  and  has  proven  his  knowledge  and 
capability  in  the  excellent  results  which  have  attended 
his  labors.  He  was  born  in  Orangeburg,  South  Caro- 
lina, January  27,  1867,  of  French  Huguenot  descent 
on  both  sides.  He  is  a son  of  Paul  B.  and  Frances 
(Shuler)  Jaudon.  The  father  was  a merchant  in 
Orangeburg  and  during  the  Civil  war  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  making  a splendid 
record  as  a scout  and  sharpshooter.  He  died  a few 
years  ago,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  His 
widow  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Miami 
with  her  son  Paul  B. 

When  Dr.  Eugene  K.  Jaudon  was  but  three  years 
of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Waco,  Texas,  and  thence 
in  1881  to  Orlando,  Florida.  He  was,  therefore,  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  both  cities,  completing 
the  high-school  course  in  Orlando  and  then  studying 
in  the  Baylor  University  in  Waco.  He  had  also  the 
added  advantage  of  study  under  private  tutors.  Upon 
reaching  manhood  he  aided  his  father  and  brothers  in 
the  conduct  of  an  orange  grove  near  Orlando,  a prop- 
erty which  is  today  one  of  the  finest  orange  orchards 
in  the  state.  It  is  now  owned  by  Chase  & Company. 
In  1892,  having  determined  to  make  the  practice  of 
medicine  his  life  work,  Dr.  Jaudon  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medical  principles  under  the  preceptorship  of 
the  late  Dr.  R.  B.  Rhett,  a well  known  physician  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Later  he  entered  the 
Medical  College  of  South  Carolina  at  Charleston  and 
in  1896  received  his  degree  of  M.  D.  from  that  in- 
stitution. He  afterward  served  as  interne  in  the 
Charleston  City  Hospital  from  October,  1896,  to  April, 
1897,  taking  up  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Lonestar,  South  Carolina,  in  the  latter  year.  He  there 
remained  until  1901,  when  he  moved  to  Georgetown 
and  thence  in  1905  to  Miami,  where  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention  to  the  conscientious  performance 
of  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  him  in  a professional 
capacity.  The  consensus  of  public  opinion  regarding 
his  skill  is  altogether  favorable,  for  it  is  well  known  that 
he  is  most  careful  in  the  diagnosis  of  a case  and  never 
neglects  anything  which  he  believes  will  be  of  value  in 
promoting  health.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  ad- 
vanced thought  of  his  profession  through  member- 
ship in  the  Dade  County  and  Florida  State  Medical 
Societies  and  the  Southern  States  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  his  ability  is  widely  recognized  in  the  ranks 
of  the  medical  fraternity. 

Dr.  Jaudon  married,  July  6,  1898,  Miss  Lillie  Lee 
Harley,  of  Orangeburg,  South  Carolina,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Hermione,  aged  seven.  Fraternally  Dr. 
Jaudon  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which 
he  belongs  to  the  Knights  Templar,  the  Benevolent 
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Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Tarpon  Club.  He  has 
made  an  excellent  professional  record,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  lucrative  practice  now  accorded  him,  and  he  is, 
moreover,  known  as  a progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen. 


FREDERICK  STREETER  MORSE. 

Frederick  Streeter  Morse,  prominently  connected 
with  real-estate  interests  in  Miami  as  land  agent  of 
the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  and  of  the  Boston 
& Florida  Atlantic  Coast  Land  Company  and  con- 
trolling large  individual  interests,  is  numbered  among 
the  real  builders  and  promoters  of  the  community, 
which  he  aided  in  incorporating  and  in  the  advance- 
ment of  which  he  has  borne  a conspicuous  and  honor- 
able part.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
August  18,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Ira  and  Julia 

(Streeter)  Morse.  He  is  a representative  of  an  old 
New  England  family  and  a direct  descendant  of 
Samuel  Morse,  who  emigrated  from  England  to 
Massachusetts  in  1630.  He  was  a progenitor  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  and  settled  in  Boston, 
where  his  descendants  are  prominent  to  the  present 
time. 

Frederick  S.  Morse  was  educated  in  the  Boston 
public  schools.  In  early  youth  his  health  failed  and 
he  was  obliged  to  seek  a warmer  climate.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1884  he  came  to  Florida  and  became  so 
enthusiastic  as  to  conditions  and  advantages  that  he 
settled  permanently  on  the  present  site  of  Miami. 
The  town  at  that  time  had  not  yet  been  founded  and 
its  buildings  consisted  of  a postoffice-store  and  a few 
buildings.  In  1893,  however,  more  settlers  had  come 
to  the  community,  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway 
having  announced  its  intention  to  build  a line  to 
Miami.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Morse  embarked 
in  the  real-estate  business,  recognizing  in  that  field  of 
labor  a rare  opportunity.  He  became  connected  also 
with  the  East  Coast  Railway  in  the  capacity  of  right- 
of-way  man  and  rendered  very  valuable  assistance  in 
securing  right  of  way  in  southern  Dade  county  and 
from  Miami  to  Key  West.  In  1896,  with  the  advent 
of  the  railroad,  the  town  was  incorporated,  Mr. 
Morse  as  a pioneer  settler  assisting  in  the  work,  and 
the  foundations  of  the  present  community  were  laid. 
He  has  since  that  time  continued  in  the  real-estate 
business  here  and  is  at  present  land  agent  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railway  and  other  companies, 
serving  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  Boston  & Florida 
Atlantic  Coast  Land  Company.  In  addition  to  these 
positions  he  has  large  private  real-estate  interests  of 


his  own  and  is  recognized  as  a resourceful,  able  and 
discriminating  business  man,  of  the  type  which  makes 
individual  prosperity  a factor  in  community  develop- 
ment. Miami  is  fortunate  in  numbering  him  among 
its  citizens,  for  since  its  foundation  it  has  profited 
greatly  by  his  energy,  ability  and  progressive  spirit. 

Mr.  Morse  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  democratic 
party  and  an  eminently  loyal  and  progressive  citizen, 
evidencing  his  public  spirit  by  personal  work  in  the 
public  service.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to  the  Florida 
house  of  representatives  and  served  one  term,  later 
being  again  honored  with  the  same  office,  representing 
Dade  county  from  1899  to  1900.  He  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  Miami  and  was  elected  president  of 
the  first  city  council  and  is  today  active  in  the  work  of 
securing  good  roads  for  the  state,  believing  in  the 
pressing  necessity  for  adequate  highways  and  being 
earnest  and  straightforward  in  his  support  of  the  proj- 
ect. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  A man  of  broad  experi- 
ence, wide  reading  and  liberal  culture,  he  finds  great 
pleasure  and  inspiration  in  historical  works  and  in 
high-class  fiction  and  has  accumulated  a fine  library. 
He  is  a most  courteous  and  genial  gentleman  and  in 
the  community,  where  he  has  so  long  lived  and 
labored,  has  an  extensive  and  representative  circle  of 
friends. 


CHARLES  F.  DAWSON,  M.D.,  D.V.S. 

Dr.  Charles  F.  Dawson,  veterinarian  of  the  state 
board  of  health,  was  born  near  Easton,  Maryland, 
October  11,  i860,  a son  of  Robert  Alexander  and 
Helen  M.  (Seymour)  Dawson,  who  were  natives  of 
that  state.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, enlisted  as  a soldier  of  the  Confederate  army 
and  participated  in  many  of  the  important  battles  of 
the  war.  He  was  with  General  “Stonewall’’  Jack- 
son’s  brigade,  was  taken  ill  on  the  retreat  from 
Gettysburg  and  was  sent  to  Richmond,  where  he 
passed  away,  being  buried  in  the  soldiers’  cemetery 
there.  His  wife  is  also  deceased.  Both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  ancestors  came  from  England  and  were 
early  settlers  of  Maryland.  The  great-great-grand- 
father  built  the  first  brick  house  near  Royal  Oak, 
Maryland,  and  it  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family. 
He  also  owned  the  first  buggy  in  that  section  and  was 
a man  of  progressive  spirit  whose  labors  were  fruitful 
of  good  results.  He  served  with  the  rank  of  major 
in  the  state  militia,  was  a captain  of  the  War  of  1812 
and  assisted  in  the  suppression  of  the  whiskey  insur 
rection  in  Pennsylvania.  His  prominence  as  a man 
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and  citizen  left  his  name  deeply  engraved  upon  the 
history  of  his  state. 

Dr.  Dawson  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  the  McDonough  School  for  Boys 
near  Baltimore.  In  his  youthful  days  he  became  a 
laboratory  assistant  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
where  he  remained  for  eleven  years,  resigning  his 
position  there  to  study  medicine.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Baltimore  Medical  College  with  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  and  received  second  prize.  He  then  entered 
the  government  service  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  assist- 
ing to  prepare  and  install  the  bureau  of  animal  indus- 
try at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago 
in  1893,  remaining  in  charge  of  the  exhibit  during 
the  period  of  the  fair.  He  then  returned  to  Washing- 
ton and  took  up  the  study  of  veterinary  medicine, 
being  graduated  in  1895  while  still  in  the  employ  of 
the  government.  At  the  same  time  he  lectured  on 
physiology  before  the  college  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  He  continued  in  the  government  service 
for  six  years  and  in  1901  came  to  Florida  as  profes- 
sor of  veterinary  science  in  the  Florida  Agricultural 
College,  then  located  at  Lake  City.  In  1905  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  state  board  of  health  as 
veterinarian  for  about  two  years,  when  he  resigned 
to  accept  a professorship  in  veterinary  science  and 
bacteriology  in  the  Delaware  State  College.  After 
remaining  there  for  five  years  he  was  invited  to  return 
to  Florida  as  veterinarian  of  the  state  board  of  health, 
which  position  he  has  since  filled.  He  was  awarded 
the  gold  medal  from  the  alumni  society  of  the  Balti- 
more Medical  College  for  investigations  in  anthrax 
made  in  Delaware. 

Dr.  Dawson  is  now  and  has  been  for  several  years 
cooperating  with  the  United  States  government  in 
animal  disease  investigations.  He  has  taken  a great 
interest  in  the  tick  'eradication  and  was  Florida’s 
delegate  to  the  convention  held  in  Washington  in  Janu- 
ary, 1913,  to  secure  a large  increase  in  federal  appro- 
priation for  the  eradication  of  ticks  from  the  south, 
which  work  has  but  recently  been  inaugurated  in 
Florida  and  which  will  be  of  untold  benefit  to  the 
state.  He  has  been  a frequent  contributor  to  pub- 
lications upon  veterinary  scientific  matters  and  his 
opinions  are  largely  accepted  as  authority.  He  was 
engaged  by  the  engineer  corps  of  the  war  department 
in  1906  to  study  methods  for  exterminating  the  water 
hyacinth  in  St.  John  river.  His  labors  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  splendid  results  and  he  is  eminent  among 
those  who  in  scientific  research,  investigation  and  prac- 
tice have  done  much  to  promote  health  conditions  in 
the  country. 

In  1883  Dr.  Dawson  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Green,  of  Baltimore,  by  whom  he  has  two  children : 
Charles  Ralph,  who  is  a student  in  Delaware  Col- 


lege and  president  of  the  freshman  class ; and  Helen 
Matilda,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  R.  Carruthers 
of  Astoria,  Oregon,  a former  resident  of  Florida. 
Dr.  Dawson  is  a member  of  the  American  Society  of 
Bacteriologists  and  one  of  its  organizers  and  also 
belongs  to  the  United  States  Live  Stock  Sanitary  As- 
sociation, the  American,  State  and  Provincial  Veteri- 
narian Associations  and  the  National  Geographic 
Society.  All  these  indicate  the  extent,  nature  and 
breadth  of  his  interests  and  his  labors.  In  this  age, 
when,  the  truths  of  science  are  applied  to  every  indus- 
try, his  work  has  proven  of  inestimable  worth  and  he 
stands  with  those  who  have  been  foremost  in  push- 
ing forward  the  wheels  of  progress  in  all  the  varied 
branches  of  veterinary  surgery. 


CHARLES  DOYLE  LEFFLER. 

Charles  Doyle  Leffler,  agent  for  the  Gulf  Refining 
Company  of  Miami  and  undoubtedly  the  greatest  in- 
dividual force  in  the  growth  of  the  company’s  busi- 
ness in  this  part  of  Florida,  was  born  at  Smithland, 
Kentucky,  August  12,  1868.  He  is  a son  of  Charles 
Henry  Leffler,  who  served  as  a non-commissioned 
officer  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  who  immediately  after  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties married  Mary  Frances  Bibb,  of  Montgomery, 
Alabama.  They  came  to  Florida  in  1877  and  settled 
in  Mellonville,  a town  not  now  in  existence  but  which 
formerly  stood  near  the  present  site  of  Sanford.  On 
March  17th,  of  the  same  year,  they  settled  in  Sanford, 
which  was  just  then  coming  into  existence,  and  there 
the  father  has  since  resided.  He  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  until  1903,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
business  interests  and  retired.  He  has  survived  his 
wife  since  1902,  her  death  having  occurred  in  San- 
ford, Florida. 

Charles  Doyle  Leffler  spent  his  childhood  in  San- 
ford and  was  prepared  for  college  at  Horner’s  School 
at  Oxford,  North  Carolina.  In  1885  he  entered  the 
University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee,  Tennessee,  and 
there  pursued  his  studies  until  he  had  reached  his 
junior  year.  He  afterward  completed  a course  in 
Eastman’s  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  graduating  in  1888,  and  immediately  afterward 
returned  to  Sanford,  where  he  secured  employment 
as  office  boy  for  the  South  Florida  Railroad  Company. 
He  remained  in  the  employ  of  that  corporation  and 
in  that  of  the  Plant  Steamship  line  until  1892,  win- 
ning promotion  after  promotion  and  resigning  in  that 
year  as  auditor  of  freight  receipts.  Having  deter- 
mined to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  he  estab- 
lished a retail  grocery  in  Sanford  and  was  successful 
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in  its  conduct  for  a few  years.  However,  the  great 
frost  of  1895  paralyzed  business  conditions  in  that 
section  and  left  the  people  of  the  city  practically 
penniless.  Mr.  Leffler  gave  up  his  business  and  en- 
gaged in  various  occupations  until  1898.  For  several 
years  previous  to  this  time  he  had  been  a member  of 
Company  D,  Florida  National  Guard,  and  was  its 
captain  when  the  war  with  Spain  was  declared.  His 
company  was  merged  with  Company  C of  Orlando, 
Florida,  and  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Tampa,  where, 
however,  it  remained  until  the  close  of  hostilities, 
Mr.  Leffler  seeing  no  active  service.  After  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge  he  came  to  Miami  in  1899 
and  here  rented  a store  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
retail  grocery.  He  returned  to  Sanford  in  order 
to  arrange  his  business  affairs  there  preparatory  to 
moving  and  while  he  was  still  thus  engaged  the  yel- 
low fever  broke  out  in  Miami  and  he  decided  to 
delay  his  change  of  residence  until  the  epidemic  was 
stamped  out.  Early  in  1900  he  again  came  to  Miami 
and  on  February  1st  opened  a grocery  store,  which 
he  conducted  with  constantly  increasing  success  until 
March,  1910,  when  he  sold  his  interests  to  the  Miami 
Grocery  Company.  Meanwhile,  as  early  as  1908,  he 
began  acting  as  agent  for  the  Gulf  Refining  Company 
and  under  his  able  management  the  business  grew 
so  rapidly  that  it  was  soon  evident  to  Mr.  Leffler 
that  he  would  have  to  sever  his  connection  with  one 
or  the  other  of  his  enterprises.  Having  disposed  of 
his  grocery,  he  turned  all  of  his  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Gulf  Refining  Company  and  has  so 
securely  established  their  business  in  Miami  that  the 
concern  supplies  probably  not  less  than  fifty  per  cent 
of  all  the  oil  consumed  in  the  city. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1891,  in  Sanford,  Florida, 
Mr.  Leffler  married  Miss  Hannah  May  Martin,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children : Cornelia, 

a graduate  of  the  Florida  Women’s  College  of  Tal- 
lahassee; and  Charles  D.,  Jr.,  aged  fifteen,  who  is 
now  a student  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Preparatory 
School,  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  is  being  pre- 
pared for  entrance  to  the  United  States  Naval  Acad- 
emy at  Annapolis. 

Mr.  Leffler  has  always  been  a stanch  democrat  and 
active  and  prominent  in  public  affairs.  In  1901  he 
was  made  a member  of  the  Dade  county  democratic 
central  committee  and  in  1904  was  elected  to  the 
Miami  board  of  public  works,  serving  ably  and  con- 
scientiously for  two  years.  At  present  he  is  chair- 
man of  the  democratic  executive  county  committee 
and  treasurer  of  the  board  of  bond  trustees  of  Dade 
county.  He  is  a progressive  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, eager  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity and  active  in  the  promotion  of  the  general 

welfare.  A man  of  marked  individuality,  of  modern 
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views  and  unusual  ability,  he  has  in  citizenship,  in 
private  life  and  in  business  affairs  won  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact. 


HENRY  ANDERSON  BOWLES. 

Henry  Anderson  Bowles,  who  since  1912  has  served 
ably  and  efficiently  as  sheriff  of  Jackson  county,  was 
born  in  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  August  16,  1872. 
He  is  a son  of  James  R.  and  Ella  (Anderson)  Bowles, 
natives  of  Florida,  who  afterward  moved  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  they  resided  for  ten  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  they  returned  to  Jackson  county  and 
here  the  father  has  since  resided,  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  The  mother  has  passed 
away.  To  their  union  were  born  two  children:  Henry 
Anderson,  of  this  review ; and  Ella  Clyde,  who  mar- 
ried L.  S.  Pender,  a merchant  in  Greenwood,  Florida. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  James  R.  Bowles 
married  Miss  Laura  Long,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children : Norma,  deceased ; Fannie, 
who  married  W.  H.  Mercer,  of  Cottondale ; Bessie, 
who  has  passed  away ; Laura,  who  married  Dennis 
Stokes,  of  Chipley;  and  James  N.,  of  Cottondale. 
The  father  is  well  known  in  Jackson  county  as  a suc- 
cessful and  prosperous  agriculturist  and  is  also  hon- 
ored as  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  for 
some  years  in  the  Confederate  army. 

Henry  Anderson  Bowles  began  his  independent 
career  in  1891,  when  he  went  to  Greenwood  and  spent 
fifteen  years  in  the  mercantile  business  there,  winning 
wide  recognition  as  a successful  and  far-sighted  busi- 
ness man.  He  eventually  identified  himself  with  local 
public  life,  serving  for  six  years  as  tax  collector  of 
Jackson  county.  The  ability  and  thoroughness  which 
marked  his  activity  in  this  office  made  his  name  a 
synonym  for  conscientious  and  practical  work  in  the 
public  interests  and  in  1912  he  was  elected  sheriff, 
an  office  which  he  now  holds,  his  entire  attention 
being  given  to  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  him 
in  this  connection.  He  has  proven  an  alert,  able  and 
fearless  official,  discharging  his  duties  in  a way  cred- 
itable to  himself  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  his  fellow 
citizens. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1895,  Mr.  Bowles  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie  Dickson,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children : Henry  Ander- 
son, Jr. ; Eleanor,  at  home;  Frances,  Thomas  D.  and 
Eugene  W.,  all  at  home;  James  R.,  deceased;  Will 
Stone;  Jessie,  deceased;  and  Joseph  Russ.  The  fam- 
ily are  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 
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Fraternally  Mr.  Bowles  is  connected  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
being  well  known  and  popular  in  both  organizations. 
He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party  and  during  his  connection  with  public  life  has 
done  everything  in  his  power  to  further  the  political, 
material  and  moral  interests  of  the  community.  His 
personal  characteristics  have  gained  for  him  the  warm 
regard  and  friendship  of  many,  while  in  official  and 
business  life  he  has  attained  that  prominence  which 
comes  only  in  recognition  of  merit  and  ability. 


JAMES  GORDON  BOYD. 

There  are  many  men  who  cannot  recognize  the 
opportune  moment,  nor  is  their  sagacity  keen  enough 
to  see  that  the  path  is  opening  up  ahead  that  may 
eventually  lead  to  success.  J.  Gordon  Boyd,  however, 
is  numbered  among  those  to  whom  each  forward  step 
has  won  a broader  outlook  and  who  has  found  in  the 
faithful  performance  of  each  day’s  duties  strength 
and  inspiration  for  the  labors  of  the  succeeding  day. 
What  he  has  accomplished  has  made  him  a prominent 
figure  in  financial  and  commercial  circles  in  the  state. 
He  is  the  vice  president  of  the  Heard  National  Bank, 
of  Jacksonville,  and  is  otherwise  connected  with  prom- 
inent banking  and  mercantile  interests  of  the  state. 

He  was  born  in  Lumber  City,  Georgia,  December  4, 
1874,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  at- 
tended Emory  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1897.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1901, 
he  became  connected  with  the  naval  stores  business, 
having  been  reared  on  a turpentine  place  and  thus 
was  familiar  with  the  business  in  some  of  its  phases 
from  his  boyhood.  He  remained  a resident  of  his 
native  state  until  1903,  when  he  came  to  Florida,  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  in  Polk  county,  where  he  opened  the 
largest  naval  stores  house  in  the  state,  under  the  name 
of  the  Callahan-Fort  & Boyd  Company,  of  which  he 
was  the  vice  president.  In  that  connection  he  devel- 
oped a business  of  extensive  and  gratifying  propor- 
tions, and  from  time  to  time  he  has  extended  the  scope 
of  his  activities  as  his  cooperation  has  been  sought  in 
different  directions  or  as  he  has  seen  opportunity  for 
judicious  investment.  Entering  the  field  of  banking, 
he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Bartow,  and  in  1905  was  elected  to  the  presidency 
of  the  Polk  County  National  Bank,  in  which  position 
he  remained  until  1909,  when  his  increasing  business 
in  Jacksonville  necessitated  his  removing  to  this  state, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  winning  imme- 
diate recognition  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
here.  At  the  present  writing  he  is  vice  president  of 


the  Polk  County  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  organizers ; and  vice  president  of  the  Heard 
National  Bank. 

The  latter  institution  was  organized  in  1911  and  is 
today  one  of  the  strongest  financial  houses  of  the 
state.  Its  growth  has  been  marvelously  rapid  and  its 
development  has  been  along  the  most  substantial  lines, 
for  the  chief  stockholders  in  the  enterprise  are  all  ex- 
perienced bankers,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  every 
phase  of  the  business  and  thoroughly  equipped  to 
direct  its  policy  in  such  a manner  as  to  produce  the 
best  possible  results.  The  bank  now  occupies  a splen- 
did home  in  the  Heard  National  Bank  building,  a 
fifteen  story  structure,  which  is  the  finest  office  build- 
ing in  the  state  and  one  of  the  finest  in  the  south.  It 
is  supplied  with  every  modern  facility  for  the  bank- 
ing business,  which  is  carried  on  in  commodious 
quarters  on  the  first  floor,  while  the  remaining  floors 
are  used  for  office  purposes. 

In  addition  to  his  financial  connections,  Mr.  Boyd 
is  also  president  of  the  Herty  Turpentine  Company 
and  has  large  interests  in  naval  stores.  He  is  a man 
of  determined  purpose,  brooking  no  obstacles  which 
can  be  overcome  by  earnest,  honorable  effort,  and 
what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  business  world  rep- 
resents the  fit  utilization  of  his  innate  powers  and 
talents. 

Mr.  Boyd  married,  on  April  16,  1902,  Miss  Annie 
Kate  Fort,  of  Blakely,  Georgia.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  one  daughter,  as  follows : Fort, 

Tames  Gordon,  Jr.,  Randolph  Wilson,  Annie  Kate  and 
Jack  Martin.  Their  ages  range  from  ten  to  three 
years.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a Mason,  an  Elk  and  a Knight 
of  Pythias.  He  is  a member  of  the  Jacksonville 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Country  and  Seminole  Clubs. 
Politically  he  is  a democrat  and,  although  public- 
spirited  in  his  citizenship,  not  an  office-seeker.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South. 


MONTGOMERY  CORSE. 

Montgomery  Corse  is  an  active  factor  in  business 
circles  of  Jacksonville,  where  he  is  now  enjoying 
a liberal  patronage  as  a dealer  in  building  mate- 
rials, cypress  lumber  and  wood.  He  was  born  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  in  i860,  and  was  a young 
man  of  twenty-two  years  when  in  1882  he  came  to 
Florida.  He  did  business  at  Picolata  for  ten  years 
and  in  1892  came  to  Jacksonville,  where  he  has 
since  engaged  in  dealing  in  fuel,  lumber  and  building 
supplies.  In  the  twenty-one  years  which  have  since 
elapsed  he  has  developed  a business  of  large  and 
gratifying  proportions,  his  energy,  enterprise  and 
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practical  and  progressive  methods  being  the  basis  of 
his  constantly  growing  success.  He  holds  membership 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  and  is  also  a member  of 
the  Country  Club  and  the  Church  Club,  associa- 
tions which  indicate  much  concerning  the  nature  of 
his  interests  and  the  principles  which  govern  his 
conduct. 


JOHN  LEE  McFARLIN. 

Among  the  elements  in  the  progress  of  Florida  and 
in  her  continued  business  expansion  and  development 
is  the  growth  of  the  tobacco  industry  in  the  state ; and 
among  the  men  who  are  factors  in  the  advancement 
of  the  commonwealth  are  numbered  those  active  in 
this  line  of  business,  men  whose  initiative  spirit  first 
saw  its  possibilities  and  whose  constructive  intelli- 
gence and  business  ability  aided  in  their  development. 
Among  the  tobacco  grocers,  packers  and  shippers  in 
Gadsden  county  John  Lee  McFarlin  occupies  a cen- 
tral position,  his  activities  extending  to  all  depart- 
ments of  the  tobacco  industry  and  affecting  in  a bene- 
ficial way  general  commercial  expansion.  He  is  a 
native  son  of  Quincy,  Florida,  born  April  30,  1864,  his 
parents  being  John  L.  and  Emily  (Murray)  McFar- 
lin, natives  of  Georgia.  About  the  year  1840  they 
moved  to  Florida,  locating  at  Apalachicola,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  business  as  a cotton  broker  for 
about  twenty  years,  coming  in  i860  to  Quincy,  where 
he  became  successful  and  prominent  as  a general 
merchant.  He  and  his  wife  have  passed  away.  To 
their  union  were  born  thirteen  children,  four  of  whom 
survive.  They  are  as  follows : David  Love,  of 
Quincy ; Robert  E.  Lee,  editor  of  the  paper  in 
Quincy;  John  Lee,  of  this  review;  and  Harry,  who 
lives  in  California. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen,  having  acquired  a public- 
school  education,  John  Lee  McFarlin  began  his  active 
career,  going  to  Jacksonville,  where  he  spent  a short 
time  in  the  mercantile  business.  Returning  to  Quincy, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  raising,  packing  and  ship- 
ping leaf  tobacco  and  from  that  time  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  tobacco  industry,  which  today  he 
thoroughly  understands  in  principle  and  detail,  his 
opinions  being  recognized  as  standard  authority.  He 
was  at  first  connected  with  the  Kraus  McFarlin  Com- 
pany, controlling  the  second  largest  tobacco  growing 
business  in  Florida,  and  he  afterward  allied  his  inter- 
ests with  those  of  the  American  Sumatra  Tobacco 
Company.  Fie  is  a large  shareholder  in  this  concern, 
the  preferred  stock  of  which  is  valued  at  one  million 
and  the  common  at  six  million  dollars.  Fie  is 
interested  also  in  the  Effaugee  Tobacco  Company  and 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  great  individual  forces  in 


the  continued  growth  of  this  representative  industry 
in  this  part  of  Florida.  Upon  his  fine  plantation  of 
thirty-five  hundred  acres  he  grows  and  cures  high- 
grade  leaf  tobacco,  his  property  being  equipped  with 
seventeen  barns  and  all  the  machinery  and  accessories 
necessary  to  its  efficient  operation.  A keen,  far- 
sighted and  progressive  business  man,  Mr.  McFarlin 
ably  controls  his  extensive  interests,  founding  success 
upon  thorough  and  detailed  knowledge,  modern  meth- 
ods, industry  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  McFarlin  married  Miss  Elise  Davidson,  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  R.  H.  M.  Davidson,  of  Quincy, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children ; Lelia 
D.,  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Love,  of  Quincy;  John  Lee,  Jr. ; 
and  Elise,  at  home.  Mr.  McFarlin  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  while  his  wife’s  religious  views 
are  those  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 

As  a progressive  and  active  citizen  Mr.  McFarlin 
has  always  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community  and  has  done  much  constructive 
work  in  the  public  service.  For  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  city  council,  aiding  by 
his  support  and  vote  all  measures  which  he  deems  of 
benefit  to  the  community  and  initiating  and  promot- 
ing projects  of  reform  and  advancement.  He  was 
also  for  ten  years  registration  officer  of  Gadsden 
county.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
in  both  of  which  organizations  he  is  well  known  and 
popular.  In  his  untiring  activity  and  excellent  busi- 
ness ability  he  is  typical  of  the  spirit  of  the  new 
south — rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  greatest  sections 
in  the  United  States.  This  spirit  has  been  a domi- 
nating factor  in  the  later  development  of  Florida,  and, 
imbued  with  it,  Mr.  McFarlin  has  steadily  worked 
his  way  upward  until  today  he  stands  among  the 
successful  men  not  only  of  Quincy  but  of  Gadsden 
county. 


CLEMENT  D.  RINEHART. 

Clement  D.  Rinehart,  who  since  his  admission  to 
the  bar  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
Florida,  ranking  with  the  leading  representatives  of 
the  profession  in  Jacksonville,  was  born  near  Fred- 
ericktown,  Knox  county,  Ohio,  February  20,  1864, 
and  comes  of  German  lineage,  his  ancestors  having 
been  pioneer  settlers  of  New  Jersey,  from  which 
state  his  grandfather,  Adam  Rinehart,  removed  to 
western  Ohio  in  1816.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
residents  of  that  part  of  Ohio  and  aided  in  trans- 
forming the  frontier  into  one  of  the  prosperous  dis- 
tricts of  the  state.  Flis  son,  David  Rinehart,  became 
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identified  with  agricultural  interests  in  Ohio  and  won 
a place  among  the  successful  farmers  of  Knox 
county.  He  married  Harriet  E.  Darling,  a native  of 
that  state,  and  upon  their  farm  Clement  D.  Rinehart 
was  reared,  his  youthful  days  being  largely  devoted 
to  the  acquirement  of  an  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  the  Fredericktown  high  school,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1883.  For 
three  years  thereafter  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
country  schools  and  devoted  the  hours  which  are 
usually  termed  “leisure”  to  the  study  of  law.  In  1886 
he  entered  Yale,  where  he  pursued  the  law  course, 
being  graduated  in  1888,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
cum  Laude.  For  another  year  he  remained  at  Yale, 
doing  post-graduate  work  in  law  and  also  serving  as 
assistant  librarian  of  the  law  school,  which  was  in 
itself  a valuable  portion  of  his  education,  acquaint- 
ing him  with  the  leading  law  works  and  their  contents, 
thus  enabling  him  to  refer  readily  to  any  point  or 
principle  which  he  wished  to  consult.  In  1889  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Law  was  conferred  upon  him. 

It  was  in  October  of  that  year  that  Mr.  Rinehart 
arrived  in  Jacksonville,  and  being  at  once  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  this  state  entered  upon  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession  in  the  city  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  He  soon  demonstrated  his  ability  to  suc- 
cessfully cope  with  the  intricate  problems  of  the  law, 
and  the  thoroughness  and  care  with  which  he  has 
always  prepared  his  cases  has  excited  the  admiration 
and  won  the  respect  of  his  contemporaries.  His  de- 
ductions have  followed  in  logical  sequence ; his  rea- 
soning has  been  sound,  and  his  presentation  of  a cause 
clear  and  forceful.  In  January,  1891,  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  Colonel  Horatio  Bisbee  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bisbee  & Rinehart,  and  through  the  six 
years  of  its  extension  the  firm  was  accorded  a large 
and  distinctively  representative  clientage.  From  the 
1st  of  January,  1897,  until  1901,  Mr.  Rinehart  prac- 
ticed alone  and  continued  to  extend  his  important 
professional  connections.  In  1901  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Ezra  P.  Axtell  under  the  firm  name  of 
Axtell  & Rinehart,  which  is  one  of  the  leading  law 
firms  of  the  city.  In  all  the  important  points  of  law 
Mr.  Rinehart  is  well  informed,  correctly  cites  prece- 
dent or  principle,  and  is  seldom  if  ever  at  fault  in 
the  citation  of  a point  in  law.  His  standing  among 
his  professional  brethren  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  honored  with  the  vice  presidency  and  the 
presidency  of  the  Jacksonville  Bar  Association.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  American  Society  of  Inter- 
national Law,  and  that  his  interests  extend  broadly 
beyond  his  profession  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
he  is  a member  of  the  American  Social  Science  Asso- 
ciation and  of  the  American  Political  Science  Asso- 
ciation. 


On  the  27th  of  December,  1892,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Rinehart  and  Miss  Maud  Castner, 
a daughter  of  S.  J.  and  Mary  (MacFarland)  Cast- 
ner of  Fredericktown,  Ohio.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  but  only  one  is  now  living, 
Clement  Castner  Rinehart,  who  is  a student  at  Yale. 
The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  are  actively  and 
helpfully  interested.  Mr.  Rinehart  is  serving  as  one 
of  the  elders  of  the  church  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  public  matters  concerning  the  moral 
and  intellectual  improvement  of  the  people.  The 
cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a stalwart  champion 
and  one  who  puts  forth  every  effort  in  his  power  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  schools  and  stimulate 
a desire  for  learning  in  the  young.  He  has  been  a 
trustee  of  the  Jacksonville  free  public  library  since 
its  organization  and  cooperates  in  many  movements 
which  have  direct  bearing  upon  the  public  welfare. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  has  been  grand  representative  from  Flor- 
ida for  more  than  a decade.  His  political  allegiance 
has  always  been  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  for 
a time  he  served  as  assistant  postmaster  while  living 
in  Fredericktown,  Ohio.  In  June,  1901,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Jacksonville  city  council  and  served  un- 
til June,  1903.  Beyond  this  he  has  held  no  political 
office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 
professional  duties.  He  has  all  of  the  indispensable 
qualities  of  the  successful  lawyer,  and  while  his  devo- 
tion to  his  client’s  interests  is  proverbial  he  never 
forgets  that  he  owes  a still  higher  allegiance  to  the 
majesty  of  the  law. 


EDWIN  NELSON. 

A man  whose  initiative  spirit,  modern  business 
standards  and  progressive  ideas  have  been  potent  in 
advancing  the  business  development  of  Miami  is  Edwin 
Nelson,  president  of  the  Dade  County  Security  Com- 
pany. He  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city,  prom- 
inent on  account  of  the  length  of  his  residence  and  of 
the  important  results  he  has  accomplished  during  the 
time,  and  his  position  here  today  is  unquestioned, 
having  been  won  by  ability,  enterprise  and  determina- 
tion. He  was  born  in  Racine,  Wisconsin,  August  26, 
i860,  and  is  of  pure  Danish  descent,  his  father,  Peter 
Nelson,  having  been  born  in  Denmark.  He  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  1855  and  located  in  Racine,  where 
throughout  his  entire  active  career  he  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building.  He  came  to  Miami  just  at 
the  time  the  city  was  founded  and  is  now  living  in 
retirement,  having  reached  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
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His  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Christine  Chris- 
tenson, also  a native  of  Denmark.  She  came  to  Amer- 
ica accompanied  by  her  sister  in  1857  and  located  in 
Racine,  Wisconsin,  where  her  marriage  occurred.  She 
died  in  1864,  when  the  subject  of  this  review  was 
still  a child.  Her  husband  afterward  married  again, 
his  second  wife  having  been  a native  of  Norway. 

Edwin  Nelson  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  his 
father  and  stepmother  moved  to  Chicago,  whence  after 
three  and  one-half  years  they  went  to  Ridgeway,  Iowa, 
and  from  there  to  Minnesota.  In  the  latter  state  Edwin 
Nelson  learned  the  building  trade  from  his  father, 
with  whom  he  was  associated  for  several  years  there- 
after. The  family  came  to  Florida  in  1885  and 
settled  at  Georgiana,  on  the  Indian  river,  where  the 
subject  of  this  review  began  his  independent  career, 
establishing  himself  in  business  as  a contractor  and 
builder.  He  worked  not  only  at  Georgiana  but  at  dif- 
ferent points  along  the  upper  eastern  coast,  securing 
a gratifying  patronage  which  he  was  very  successful 
in  conducting.  In  May,  1896,  he  came  to  Miami,  where 
he  is  now  numbered  among  the  earliest  residents, 
having  come  one  month  after  the  completion  of  the 
railroad.  Here  he  erected  the  first  store  building  on 
the  north  side  of  Twelfth  street,  in  the  block  between 
avenues  D and  E,  and  embarked  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business.  He  was  successful  in  this  ven- 
ture but  in  1902  disposed  of  his  interests,  becoming 
connected  with  the  Dade  County  Security  Company, 
now  one  of  the  leading  building  and  loan  institutions 
in  Miami  and  the  oldest  enterprise  of  its  kind  in  the 
state.  Mr.  Nelson  served  as  its  cashier  for  ten  years, 
familiarizing  himself  with  every  detail  of  the  work, 
making  his  organizing  power,  his  ability  as  a finan- 
cier, his  energy,  ambition  and  enterprise  forceful  fac- 
tors in  its  advancement  and  progress.  He  continued 
as  cashier  until  1912,  when  he  was  made  president, 
an  office  which  he  now  holds  and  the  duties  of  which 
he  is  ably  discharging.  He  is  known  also  in  Miami  as 
the  founder  of  the  Miami  Hardware  Company — now 
the  Railey  Milan  Hardware  Company,  of  which  he 
served  as  president  until  1910,  when  he  resigned  in 
order  to  concentrate  his  attention  upon  the  affairs  of 
the  building  and  loan  company. 

In  Pine  Island,  Minnesota,  on  the  nth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1885,  Mr.  Nelson  married  Miss  Ida  E.  Page. 
Mrs.  Nelson  is  well  known  all  over  Florida  by  rea- 
son of  her  prominence  in  the  work  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  of  which  she  has  served 
as  president  of  the  Miami  branch  for  a number  of 
years.  She  is  also  an  active  worker  in  the  affairs  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  her  influ- 
ence is  powerful  as  a factor  in  the  moral  progress  of 
the  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson,  having  no  children 
of  their  own,  have  adopted  two  daughters,  Gordie  Lee 


and  Cola  M.  Mr.  Nelson  is  also  well  known  as  an 
active  religious  worker  and  for  a period  of  ten  years 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Miami. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  supporters  of  this  denomina- 
tion which  is  at  present  erecting  a fine  new  church 
which  when  completed  will  represent  a cost  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  and  will  be  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
best  churches  in  Florida.  He  is  able,  energetic,  far- 
sighted and  aggressive  and,  therefore,  a successful 
business  man ; of  unquestioned  integrity,  unbending  in 
his  standards  of  social  and  personal  morality  and 
earnest  in  his  desire  for  community  advancement  he  is, 
therefore,  a valuable  addition  to  the  ranks  of  Miami’s 
representative  citizens. 


- JULIAN  C.  CALHOUN. 

Julian  C.  Calhoun  comes  of  an  ancestry  honorable 
and  distinguished.  He  is  a great-grandson  of  John  C. 
Calhoun,  one  of  America’s  foremost  statesmen,  and 
has  in  his  possession  the  original  life-size  oil  painting 
of  his  honored  ancestor,  made  while  he  was  serving  in 
the  United  States  senate.  This  painting  was  buried 
during  the  war  at  his  old  home  at  Fort  Hill,  South 
Carolina,  and  was  dug  up  at  the  close  of  hostilities. 
It  is  still  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  Julian 
C.  Calhoun  also  has  in  addition  to  the  picture  the 
watch  and  fob  and  seal  ring  which  John  C.  Calhoun 
wore  while  a member  of  the  senate.  Among  the  other 
cherished  heirlooms  in  his  possession  is  a magnificent 
massive  mahogany  sideboard  about  two  hundred  years 
old  which  came  to  him  through  the  Putnam  family. 
His  grandmother  in  the  paternal  line,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Kate  Putnam,  was  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  Putnam  and  a relative  of  General  Putnam, 
in  whose  honor  Putnam  county,  Florida,  was  named. 
She  became  the  wife  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  Jr.,  and  it 
was  their  son,  Benjamin  P.  Calhoun,  who  was  the 
father  of  Julian  C.  Calhoun.  He  was  born  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  and  practically  spent  his  entire  life 
at  Palatka.  He  married  Julia  Margaret  Peterman,  a 
native  of  Palatka,  and  a daughter  of  Peter  Peterman, 
who  was  a native  of  Germany.  He  was  a splendid 
specimen  of  physical  manhood,  large  and  well  propor- 
tioned. After  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  Florida  he  be- 
came a successful  orange  grower  of  this  state  and 
afterward  conducted  an  extensive  tourist  hotel.  By 
reason  of  his  carefully  conducted  and  well  managed 
business  affairs  he  attained  wealth  and  the  last  years 
of  his  life  he  spent  in  honorable  retirement  in  Palatka. 
He  served  in  the  Confederate  army  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant.  Benjamin  P.  Calhoun  was  an  attorney 


140 


FLORIDA 


who  pursued  his  education  under  General  Kirby 
Smith,  a relative,  at  the  University  of  Tennessee.  He 
spent  thirteen  years  in  that  institution  and  was  long 
acknowledged  one  of  the  best  educated  men  of  Palatka, 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  throughout  his 
entire  life.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  when  a young 
man  of  about  twenty-one  years  and  with  the  broad 
knowledge  which  he  had  gained  during  his  long  con- 
nection with  the  university,  together  with  his  native 
talent  and  analytical  power,  he  won  for  himself  a 
place  of  distinction  among  the  attorneys  of  Putnam 
county.  He  also  molded  public  thought  and  opinion 
in  other  connections.  He  was  the  first  democratic 
state  senator  from  Putnam  county  after  the  war, 
serving  for  two  terms,  and  was  states  attorney  of  the 
eighth  judicial  circuit,  holding  that  position  at  the 
time  of  Ins  death.  His  fraternal  connection  was  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  family  numbered  seven 
children : E.  Noble,  an  attorney  of  St.  Augustine ; 

Benjamin  Putnam,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  William  L.,  a senior  lieutenant  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  who  was  graduated  at  Annapolis  with 
the  class  of  1906;  Patrick  Beneau,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Julian  C. ; Julia  Margaret,  who  passed  away 
in  infancy;  and  Kate  Putnam,  a student  in  St.  Au- 
gustine. 

Julian  C.  Calhoun  was  born  in  Palatka.  March  3. 
1889,  and  has  here  spent  his  entire  life.  His  early 
education,  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive city,  was  supplemented  by  study  in  the  Stetson 
University  at  De  Land,  Florida,  where  he  pursued 
a two  years’  law  course  and  was  graduated  in  June, 
1911.  He  has  since  practiced  in  Palatka  and  has 
been  admitted  to  all  of  the  state  and  federal  courts. 
He  has  a large  clientage  of  a distinctively  represen- 
tative character  and  has  won  for  himself  an  enviable 
position  at  the  Putnam  county  bar.  He  is  also  recog- 
nized as  a local  leader  in  democratic  circles  and  was 
chairman  of  the  county  executive  committee.  He  was 
also  city  attorney  for  six  months  or  until  he  resigned. 
His  religious  faith,  like  that  of  his  ancestors,  con- 
nects him  with  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  highly 
esteemed  and  the  record  that  he  has  made  is  in  har- 
mony with  that  of  a distinguished  and  honored 
ancestry. 


U.  J.  WHITE. 

After  a life  rich  with  success  U.  J.  White  is  still 
engaged  along  lines  of  development  and  upbuilding  on 
Anastasia  Island,  St.  Augustine,  although  he  has  per- 
haps more  than  any  one  earned  a rest  after  many 
years  of  incessant  and  resulting  labors.  A pioneer 


agriculturist  and  horticulturist,  a railroad  builder,  he 
has  transformed  whole  sections  into  rich  agricultural 
districts  and  the  scope  of  his  activities  has  extended 
to  many  lines ; but  aside  from  all  these  fields  in  which 
his  labors  have  brought  him  profit,  he  has  put  forth 
effective  efforts  for  the  benefit  and  upbuilding  of 
Florida,  which  for  forty  years  he  calls  his  home  state, 
cooperating  largely  and  generously  when  the  general 
welfare  has  been  involved.  Although  he  leaves  the 
more  strenuous  work  to  the  younger  generation,  he 
is  still  active  and  directs  from  his  palatial  home,  which 
he  has  erected  for  himself  on  Anastasia  Island,  the 
development  of  this  wonderfully  favored  spot  of 
nature  and  is  still  glad  to  bear  his  share  in  the  work 
of  making  St.  Augustine  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  the 
south.  In  all  that  he  has  ever  undertaken  and  under- 
takes he  is  actuated  by  a spirit  of  contagious  enthu- 
siasm that  has  inspired  others  and,  acting  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  faith  and  judgment,  time  has 
proven  the  wisdom  of  his  opinions.  He  is  today  a 
wealthy  man,  highly  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
but  while  his  efforts  have  brought  him  financial  inde- 
pendence, they  have  been  a serviceable  factor  in  the 
growth  of  St.  Augustine,  which  has  no  more  loyal 
advocate  than  he. 

U.  J.  White  was  born  in  Brockport,  Monroe  county, 
New  York,  over  sixty-eight  years  ago,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1845,  a son  of  Daniel  A.  and  Betsy 
(Phelps)  White,  both  natives  of  Monroe  county. 
Their  parents  had  come  to  that  district  from  Utica 
and,  among  the  first  pioneers,  had  to  cut  their  way 
with  an  ax  through  the  virgin  forest  to  reach  their 
destination.  They  were  farmers  by  occupation,  thrifty, 
energetic,  patient  and  hardy.  The  maternal  grand- 
father was  Walter  Phelps,  a man  of  means  in  his  day, 
who  in  the  early  history  of  New  York  state  owned  a 
packet  line  on  the  Erie  canal  and  successfully  operated 
it.  The  father  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist and  mechanic,  but  perceiving  larger  oppor- 
tunities in  the  then  distant  middle  west,  he  decided 
upon  giving  them  a trial  and  in  1857,  with  his  family, 
went  to  Macoupin  county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
for  many  years,  but  subsequently  he  followed  our  sub- 
ject to  Florida  and  here,  in  St.  John  county,  both 
parents  passed  away,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  and  the  mother  when  sixty-seven  years  old. 
Venturesome  of  spirit  and  fired  with  ambition  to  suc- 
ceed, the  father  in  early  life  had  made  a trip  to  Cali- 
fornia to  court  the  fleeting  goddess  of  chance  in  the 
gold  fields  and  remained  in  that  state  for  three  years, 
subsequently  returning  via  the  Isthmus  route  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  also 
operated  a factory  at  Girard,  that  state.  From  his 
early  agricultural  experiences  stands  forth  an  incident 
which  he  often  told  of,  when  in  i860  the  corn  crop 
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was  so  plentiful  that  disposal  thereof  could  be  found 
with  difficulty  only,  and  it  sold  for  eight  cents  a 
bushel  and  was  carelessly  shoveled  into  the  cars  to 
transport  it  to  its  market.  The  next  year,  however, 
the  same  commodity  had  risen  to  the  price  of  one  dol- 
lar per  bushel  and  none  was  to  be  had,  while  if  he 
could  have  stored  his  crop,  his  might  have  been  a 
handsome  profit.  In  Florida  he  was  identified  with 
some  of  the  enterprises  which  were  instituted  by  his 
son,  our  subject,  until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White 
were  the  parents  of  two  children : U.  J.,  of  this  review  ; 
and  Lilly  Madera,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Irwin,  who  re- 
sides in  the  neighborhood  of  Mr.  White’s  home. 

U.  J.  White  made  his  first  advent  to  Florida  in  1872, 
coming  directly  to  St.  John  county,  and  has  resided 
therein  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  about  three 
years,  during  which  he  lived  in  Volusia  county.  With 
him  he  brought  energy  and  ability,  a spirit  to  do  and 
to  win,  but  of  material  means  he  had  none.  He  first 
found  employment  with  the  Toioi  Railroad  Company, 
which  was  a horse  railroad  of  the  good  old  days.  Mr. 
White  acted  as  master  of  transportation  and  as  such 
had  charge  of  the  twenty-four  head  of  horses  and 
mules  which  were  the  means  of  locomotion.  He  hauled 
all  of  the  people  and  most  of  the  freight  to  St.  Augus- 
tine in  this  primitive  method  and,  from  those  days  on, 
has  seen  the  wonderful  improvements  in  transportation 
facilities  which  have  occurred  since.  The  next  year 
the  road  was  torn  up  and  it  was  made  the  first  standard 
gauge  road  in  this  part  of  the  south.  For  three  or 
four  years  Mr.  White  remained  in  connection  with 
this  transportation  line.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  how- 
ever, he  gave  up  his  position  and  entered  the  logging 
and  lumber  business,  engaging  therein  independently, 
and  has  since  that  time  devoted  his  attention  largely 
to  that  industry.  He  hauled  his  logs  over  tramroads, 
the  rails  of  which  were  made  of  wood,  but  subse- 
quently started  a steel  railroad  with  the  idea  of  mak- 
ing it  a permanent  institution  and  near  Palatka  built 
four  miles  of  roadbed  himself.  In  partnership  with 
W.  B.  Barnett  and  S.  I.  Wales  he  incorporated  the 
road,  the  two  gentlemen,  beside  himself,  being  the 
original  incorporators.  Subsequently  they  began  to 
build  toward  the  Halifax  river  and  as  fast  as  their 
means  permitted  laid  down  twelve  miles.  He  then 
interested  S.  V.  White  in  the  scheme  and  completed 
the  road  to  Daytona,  Florida,  later  on  disposing  of 
the  property  to  good  advantage  to  Mr.  Flagler.  Mr. 
White  then  invested  the  purchase  price  in  a twenty-six 
thousand  acre  tract  at  Hastings  and  his  efforts  in 
connection  with  this  enterprise  have  been  of  the  most 
far-reaching  importance.  He  owned  this  immense 
tract  alone  and  soon  after  he  had  acquired  it  began 
to  dig  ditches  and  started  development  along  other 
lines  and  by  practical  experience  garnered  information 


as  to  the  suitability  of  the  land  for  various  grains  and 
vegetables.  For  two  years  he  had  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  the  tract  in  rice,  harvesting  large  crops 
which  resulted  in  good  profits,  but  subsequently  his 
rice  plantation  was  destroyed  by  heavy  hails.  Thomas 
H.  White,  a friend  residing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  a 
partner  with  him  in  the  rice  venture.  The  latter  s son, 
Winston,  came  down  to  Florida  as  his  personal  rep- 
resentative but  subsequently  Mr.  White  sold  out  his 
interests  to  our  subject.  The  Hastings  country  is 
now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  state  of  Florida, 
and  U.  J.  White,  our  subject,  and  his  daughter,  Lilia 
M.,  developed  it  later  largely  as  potato  land  and  be- 
came pioneer  agriculturists  along  this  line.  After 
the  tract  had  been  developed  to  a large  extent  Mr. 
White  disposed  of  his  interests  and  again  engaged  in 
the  lumber  trade,  buying  thirty-two  thousand  acres 
in  the  Haw  Creek  country,  which  mostly  stood  in  pine 
and  cypress.  ' Here  he  built  mills  at  Dupont  to  manu- 
facture his  lumber  and  built  eighteen  miles  of  timber 
railroad,  twelve  miles  of  which  was  narrow  gauge 
first-class  road.  Cutting  down  the  timber,  he  devel- 
oped the  Haw  Creek  lands,  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
which  are  rich  black  soil — as  good  as  the  best  black 
soil  of  Illinois  or  any  other  state  of  the  middle  west. 
It  is  fertile  and  suitable  for  practically  all  purposes 
and  everything  can  be  grown  upon  it.  Miss  White 
took  charge  of  four  hundred  acres  of  the  tract,  which 
she  developed  and  improved,  bringing  the  same  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  To  insure  better  drainage 
of  the  country  Mr.  White  first  had  dug  two  large 
canals,  greatly  improving  the  value  of  the  land.  He 
subsequently  sold  his  interests  to  a Scranton  (Pa.) 
syndicate,  which  now  operates  the  tract  under  the 
name  of  the  Dupont  Land  Development  Company. 
These  various  transactions  resulted  in  a gratifying 
degree  of  prosperity  to  Mr.  White  and  since  disposing 
of  his  Haw  Creek  property  he  has  settled  on  the 
beautiful  island  of  Anastasia,  where  he  passes  his 
leisure  time  in  fishing  and  gives  a great  deal  of  his 
attention  to  the  development  of  its  natural  resources. 
In  1912  he  built  a beautiful  home  there  which,  on 
account  of  its  modern  equipment  and  conveniences,  in 
the  popular  parlance  of  the  colored  population  is 
known  as  the  “up  to  now”  home.  It  is  a mansion  of 
impressive  proportions,  dignified  and  pleasing  in 
architecture  and  set  off  by  a park  of  great  natural 
beauty.  Its  location  is  ideal,  its  front  facing  the 
ocean,  while  the  rear  view  extends  over  the  busy  city 
of  St.  Augustine.  It  is  completely  lighted  and  heated 
by  electricity  and  tastefully  furnished  with  every- 
thing that  money  can  procure. 

In  1871  Mr.  White  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Bryce,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  as  a young  girl  of 
four  years  came  with  her  parents  from  the  Emerald 
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isle  and  settled  in  Virginia.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Lilia  M.,  a lady  of  rare  accomplishments  and  talents, 
who  in  practical  attainments  as  agriculturist  stands 
perhaps  singular  among  the  ladies  of  the  state,  for  by 
her  own  efforts  she  has  developed  a farm  which  today 
nets  her  ten  thousand  dollars  a year  and  has  become 
an  authority  upon  matters  agricultural  in  this  section. 
The  splendid  work  Mr.  White  has  done  for  St.  Augus- 
tine and  the  surrounding  country,  working  steadfastly 
in  the  interests  of  the  city  and  state  and  making  his 
talents  subserve  the  interests  of  agricultural  and  in- 
dustrial development,  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated. 
Not  only  has  he  witnessed  interesting  changes  that  have 
occurred  but  he  has  been  one  of  the  foremost  factors 
in  bringing  them  about.  A man  of  strong  character, 
he  has  become  recognized  as  a forceful  element  in  the 
community,  where  he  is  highly  regarded  and  receives 
the  confidence  of  all  on  account  of  his  sterling  qual- 
ities. Nobody’s  acquaintance  is  more  extensive  than 
his,  and  his  friends,  who  have  been  drawn  to  him  by 
the  human  element  in  his  character,  which  warms  and 
dignifies  all  his  work,  are  innumerable.  Broad- 
minded and  liberal,  he  has  wrought  along  lines  of  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  and  his  worth 
as  man  and  as  citizen  is  widely  acknowledged. 


CAPTAIN  FRED  W.  RAMM. 

Captain  Fred  W.  Ramin  is  president  of  the  busi- 
ness enterprise  known  as  Ramm’s  Garage,  Inc.  It 
includes  not  only  the  line  of  business  indicated  in 
the  title  but  also  various  branches  of  mechanical 
work,  and  in  the  control  and  management  of  the 
industry  Captain  Ramm  is  associated  with  his  two 
sons.  He  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  February 
22,  1853,  and  is  a son  of  the  Rev.  Wilhelm  and 
Emilia  (Gross)  Ramm,  who  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Germany,  where  the  -father  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  the  Lutheran  ministry.  The  family  num- 
bered but  two  sons:  Egmont,  now  living  in  Spring- 

field,  Missouri;  and  Fred  W. 

The  latter  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  country,  where  he  remained  until  1867, 
when,  as  a sailor  boy,  he  came  to  the  United  States. 
Making  New  York  his  home  port,  he  sailed  from  there 
until  1882  and  gradually  advanced  through  the  vari- 
ous grades  until  he  became  master  of  a ship  in  1876. 
This  was  a merchant  vessel,  engaged  in  the  West 
India  trade.  In  1886  he  returned  to  Germany  to  live 
and  remained  in  the  fatherland  until  1891,  but  the 
lure  of  the  west  was  upon  him  and  in  the  latter  year 
he  again  became  a resident  of  New  York.  Soon  after- 
ward he  made  his  way  to  Florida  as  a prospective 


settler  and,  pleased  with  the  southern  section  of  the 
state,  took  up  his  abode  in  St.  Petersburg.  Here  he 
began  the  cultivation  of  oranges,  but  the  great  freeze 
in  the  winter  of  1894-95  completely  ruined  his  groves 
and  left  him  almost  penniless.  With  the  little  that 
he  managed  to  save  he  purchased  a small  schooner, 
which  he  sailed  along  the  coast  for  three  years,  largely 
in  Tampa  bay  and  the  surrounding  waters.  He  next 
became  connected  with  the  pineapple  industry  as  a 
grower  and,  as  prices  were  poor,  he  established  a 
canning  factory  in  St.  Petersburg,  which  he  conducted 
for  three  seasons.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
the  oyster  planting  business,  in  which  he  won  gratify- 
ing success,  continuing  in  that  field  of  labor  until 
1904.  In  the  meantime  his  son  Will  had  learned  elec- 
trical and  steam  engineering  from  both  theoretical 
and  practical  standpoints  and  his  son  E.  W.  Ramm 
was  operating  a pleasure  launch.  Father  and  sons 
formulated  the  plan  to  engage  in  business  on  their 
own  account  and  in  1904  opened  a small  machine 
shop  on  Central  avenue,  in  St.  Petersburg.  The  new 
undertaking  prospered  from  the  beginning  and  in 
1906  they  purchased  three  lots,  where  they  are  now 
located,  at  the  corner  of  Second  street  and  Second 
avenue,  South,  building  their  shops  on  that  tract.  In 
1910  they  built  the  garage  and  in  1912  purchased  two 
more  lots  and  made  additions  to  the  buildings.  They 
now  have  five  lots  and  the  floor  space  of  their  plant 
is  one  hundred  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  The 
building  is  a two  story  brick  structure,  well  equipped 
for  carrying  on  such  work  as  claims  their  time  and 
energies.  The  business  was  incorporated  in  Janu- 
ary, 1913,  under  the  name  of  Ramm’s  Garage,  Inc., 
with  a capital  stock  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, Captain  Ramm  becoming  president  of  the  com- 
pany. When  he  arrived  in  St.  Petersburg  there  were 
only  twenty-seven  houses  in  the  town  and  but  few 
if  any  board  sidewalks,  while  the  Hotel  Detroit  was 
the  only  substantial  building.  He  has  witnessed  the 
continuous  and  substantial  growth  of  the  city  since 
that  time  and  has  grown  with  it  in  his  business  under- 
takings and  success,  deserving  great  credit  for  what 
he  has  accomplished  through  the  wise  use  he  has  made 
of  his  opportunities. 

In  1877  Captain  Ramm  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Ida  L.  Busch,  a native  of  Germany,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children : Edgar 

W.  and  Will,  who  are  their  father’s  associates  in 
business ; and  Paula,  the  wife  of  Charles  Williams, 
of  St.  Petersburg.  In  local  politics  Captain  Ramm  is 
actively  interested  and  is  a member  of  the  democratic 
executive  committee  of  precinct  No.  6 in  St.  Peters- 
burg. He  and  his  sons  hold  membership  in  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  sons 
are  also  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
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Odd  Fellows,  while  the  father  belongs  to  the  Red 
Men  and  the  Fraternal  Union.  All  three  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Pass-a-Grille  Yacht  Club  and  the  sons  are 
members  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Club.  Captain  Ramm 
belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  is  serv- 
ing as  trustee  and  treasurer,  and,  though  business 
interests  make  heavy  demand  upon  his  time  and  ener- 
gies, he  has  always  found  opportunity  to  aid  in  the 
promotion  of  public  projects  which  have  to  do  with 
the  material,  intellectual,  political,  social  and  moral 
welfare  of  the  community. 


HON.  WILLIAM  DENNIS  CASH. 

For  over  fifty-seven  years  William  Dennis  Cash 
has  been  connected  with  the  progress  of  Key  West, 
and  since  1858  he  has  conducted  an  independent  com- 
mercial and  mercantile  enterprise  in  this  city  with 
ever  increasing  success.  He  camei  to  Key  West  when 
but  twenty-four  hundred  people  made  its  population 
and  has  watched  the  progress  of  the  city  until  it  has 
attained  ten  times  that  number.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
during  his  long  residence  held  such  important  official 
positions  as  chairman  of  the  county  commissioners  and 
mayor  of  Key  West,  all  these  connections  but  showing 
the  value  of  his  work  and  bringing  him  credit,  never 
a shadow  of  suspicion  falling  upon  any  of  his  actions. 
Mr.  Cash  is  also  prominent  fraternally,  holds  high 
rank  with  the  Masons  and  is  active  in  church  work, 
and  in  fact  there  is  no  honorable  activity  with  which 
he  has  not  been  connected  since  he  made  his  home 
here.  He  was  born  on  Harbor  island  in  the  Bahamas 
on  May  19,  1835,  a son  of  William  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Saunders)  Cash,  the  former  a well  known  sea  cap- 
tain in  his  day.  Both  were  born  on  Harbor  island 
and  both  spent  their  entire  lives  there.  William  Cash, 
the  paternal  great-grandfather,  was  of  English 
descent.  The  grandfather,  William  Cash,  who  lived 
to  be  more  than  one  hundred  years,  spent  his  entire 
life  on  Harbor  island.  On  the  mother’s  side  our  sub- 
ject is  also  of  English  descent. 

William  D.  Cash  was  reared  at  home  in  his  native 
town  of  Dunmore,  on  Harbor  island,  named  in  honor 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  his  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  Dunmore  grammar  school,  from  which 
he  was  graduated.  Immediately  after  his  graduation 
he  came  to  Key  West  for  the  purpose  of  taking  pas- 
sage to  New  York  with  the  intention  of  founding  his 
fortune  and  his  future  home  in  the  great  American 
metropolis.  This  was  in  1856,  but  upon  reaching 
Key  West  Mr.  Cash  carefully  surveyed  the  outlook 
here  and,  noting  the  opportunities  presented  to  a 


young  man  who  was  bent  on  following  business  pur- 
suits, decided  to  locate,  which  he  did  with  the  result 
that  the  Island  city  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  He 
has  become  one  of  her  most  honored  and  most  influ- 
ential citizens  as  well  as  one  of  her  most  prosperous 
ones.  When  Mr.  Cash  located  in  Key  West  in  1856 
it  had  a population  of  twenty-four  hundred  people 
and  he  has  seen  it  grow  and  has  been  closely  identi- 
fied with  its  advancement  until  it  now  has  become  a 
prosperous  city  of  over  twenty-five  thousand.  Dur- 
ing the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  here  he  was 
employed  as  a clerk  in  one  of  the  ship  chandler’s 
stores,  but  in  1858  undauntedly  set  forth  and  em- 
barked in  a mercantile  business  on  his  own  account 
and  from  that  date  to  the  present  time,  or  a period 
of  fifty-five  years,  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
building  up  and  extending  his  mercantile  interests, 
scarcely  without  any  interruption.  His  place  of  busi- 
ness is  at-  Front  and  Duval  streets  and  there  he  deals 
in  hay,  grain  and  feed  and  also  sells  buggies,  run- 
abouts, surreys  and  phaetons  as  well  as  milk  and 
delivery  wagons  and  heavier  vehicles  for  draying  pur- 
poses. He  carries  collateral  lines  such  as  saddlery, 
harness,  collars,  carriage  lamps,  etc.,  and,  besides,  does 
repair  work.  He  also  is  agent  for  the  Buffalo  Gaso- 
line Motor  Company.  His  business  ability  and  clear 
insight  into  the  affairs  of  men  and  conditions  have 
enabled  him  to  attain  to  one  of  the  most  substantial 
positions  in  the  commercial  life  of  the  city  and  the 
success  he  has  made  is  but  the  outcome  of  industry 
and  honesty  combined  with  progressive  methods  and 
fair  dealing. 

In  addition  to  carrying  on  a large  and  important 
mercantile  concern  Mr.  Cash  has  found  time  to  serve 
his  city  in  several  official  capacities,  having  for  ten 
consecutive  years  been  president  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  of  Monroe  county.  He  also 
efficiently  served  his  city  as  mayor  for  two  years,  his 
administration  being  conspicuous  for  its  businesslike 
conduct  of  affairs.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
Key  West  Chamber  of  Commerce  from  the  date  of 
its  organization  until  1911,  when  he  resigned  and  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Maloney.  During  the  many 
years  he  held  that  important  office  he  did  much  to 
promote  commercial  expansion  and  extend  the  trade 
interests  of  his  community,  making  known  its  com- 
mercial advantages  to  other  parts  of  the  world — in 
short,  in  no  mean  measure  bringing  about  the  trans- 
formation of  a city  numbering  twenty-four  hundred 
to  a city  numbering  twenty-five  thousand.  He  has 
been  repeatedly  importuned  to  become  a member  of 
the  Florida  state  legislature  but  has  always  declined. 
During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Cash  took  no  active  part 
on  either  side  but  his  sympathies  naturally  were  with 
the  south  and  he  always  has  been  and  is  today  an  old- 
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line  democrat  in  his  politics.  In  religion  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  and  for 
eight  years  served  his  church  as  its  senior  warden  and 
for  ten  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Fraternally  Mr.  Cash  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason 
and  a Knight  Templar  and  he  also  is  a member  of  the 
Elks  and  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Cash  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Elizabeth  Bartlum,  a daughter  of  John 
Bartlum,  formerly  a prominent  citizen  of  Key  West. 
Upon  her  death,  which  occurred  about  forty  years 
ago,  he  married  Miss  Josephine  Lowe,  a native  of 
this  city  and  a member  of  the  prominent  family  by 
that  name.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cash  are  the  parents  of 
four  children : Elizabeth  Bertha,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Charles  Hewitt  Randall,  a prominent  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Newark,  New  Jersey;  William  Dennis, 
Jr.;  Duncombe  Lowe;  and  Josephine  Olive.  The  last 
named  is  residing  at  home  with  her  parents,  but  both 
of  the  sons  are  married  and  have  established  homes 
of  their  own.  Mr.  Cash  has  two  grandchildren,  of 
whom  he  is  very  proud,  William  Cash  Randall  and 
Ruth  Lowe  Cash,  the  latter  a daughter  of  William 
Dennis  Cash,  Jr.  To  estimate  the  influence  the  activi- 
ties of  Mr.  Cash  have  had  upon  the  development  of 
this  part  of  the  state  is  futile,  but  can  easily  be  sur- 
mised by  reading  between  the  lines.  Not  only  has  he 
succeeded  in  securing  financial  independence  for  him- 
self but  has  in  many  lines  exerted  his  influence  toward 
bringing  about  betterment  of  conditions  and  has  done 
much  that  has  been  of  benefit  to  the  public  interest. 
One  of  the  veterans  of  the  city,  he  is  highly  esteemed 
and  honored  and  the  confidence  and  good  will  he 
receives  on  all  hands  is  but  given  in  response  to  his 
high  and  manly  qualities  of  character.  Although 
seventy-eight  years  of  age,  he  is  yet  active  in  business 
life  and  interests  himself  in  all  matters  that  affect 
his  city,  being  still  hearty  and  active  in  his  daily  pur- 
suits and  carrying  his  years  lightly. 


JOSEPH  NORMAN  FOGARTY,  M.  D. 

High  professional  honors  have  come  to  Dr.  Joseph 
Norman  Fogarty  in  recognition  of  ability  that  has  long 
since  led  him  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  many  and  placed 
him  among  the  more  successful  and  highly  efficient 
few.  From  the  outset  of  his  professional  career  he 
has  developed  his  native  talents  and  powers  by  con- 
tinuous reading,  study  and  research,  as  well  as  through 
practical  experience,  and  at  the  same  time  has  cooper- 
ated actively  and  helpfully  in  projects  that  have  looked 
to  the  material  development  of  the  city,  to  its  social, 
intellectual  and  moral  progress.  He  is  a student  of 


the  signs  of  the  times,  conversant  with  the  questions 
of  the  day  and  of  the  themes  of  vital  significance 
to  mankind.  He  is  still  a resident  of  his  native  city 
of  Key  West,  where  his  birth  occurred  January  24, 
1876.  He  comes  of  distinguished  ancestry,  being 
descended  in  the  maternal  line  from  ancestors  who 
were  natives  of  the  Bahamas  but  settled  in  Key 
West  more  than  half  a century  ago.  His  parents 
were  Jeremiah  and  Rosilla  (Bartlum)  Fogarty,  and 
in  the  paternal  line  he  is  a representative  of  an  old 
Florida  family,  his  father  having  been  a native  of 
St.  Augustine.  The  Fogartys  were  of  Irish  lineage, 
the  paternal  grandfather  having  come  from  the 
Emerald  isle  to  America  in  the  early  ’4os»  landing  at 
New  York.  Some  years  afterward  a removal  was 
made  to  St.  Augustine  and  there  the  birth  of  Jeremiah 
Fogarty  occurred.  In  early  manhood  the  latter  re- 
moved to  Key  West,  and  as  the  years  passed  on  he 
took  a prominent  and  helpful  part  in  many  events 
which  shaped  the  history  not  only  of  the  city  but  also 
of  the  state.  He  figured  prominently  in  commercial 
and  social  circles  and  was  a well  known  political 
leader,  his  opinions  doing  much  toward  shaping  public 
thought  and  action  in  that  connection.  His  fellow 
citizens,  appreciative  of  his  capability  and  his  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  general  good,  elected  him  to  represent 
his  district  in  the  state  constitutional  conventions,  and 
he  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  forming  the 
organic  law  of  Florida.  Honored  and  respected  by 
all,  he  passed  away  December  26,  1905. 

Private  schools  of  Key  West  accorded  Dr.  Fogarty 
his  elementary  educational  training,  and  even  in  his 
youthful  days  he  manifested  notable  preference  for 
physical  science  and  kindred  studies.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  marvel,  therefore,  that  he  later  decided  to 
prepare  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  with  that 
end  in  view'  he  matriculated  in  St.  John’s  College  at 
Fordham,  New  York,  in  1890.  He  left  that  institution, 
however,  in  the  junior  year,  becoming  a student  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  which  is  the 
medical  department  of  Columbia  University  of  New 
York,  where  he  acquitted  himself  with  distinction, 
winning  the  M.  D.  degree  upon  his  graduation  w'ith 
the  class  of  1898. 

Dr.  Fogarty  at  once  returned  to  his  native  city  and 
his  record  through  the  ensuing  years  stands  in  con- 
tradistinction to  the  old  adage  that  “a  prophet  is  never 
without  honor  save  in  his  own  country,”  for  in  Key 
West,  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  Dr.  Fogarty 
is  today  accorded  a liberal  patronage  and  his  practice 
is  of  a most  important  character,  indicating  the  con- 
fidence and  trust  reposed  in  his  professional  skill.  His 
life  work  has  borne  out  his  reputation  as  a learned  and 
skilful  physician  and  surgeon,  and  his  professional 
brethren  have  accorded  him  high  honors  in  recognition 
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of  his  worth  and  his  strict  conformity  to  the  highest 
professional  standards,  electing  him  president  of  the 
Monroe  County  Medical  Society,  councillor  of  the 
State  Medical  Association,  acting  assistant  surgeon 
U.  S.  P.  Marine  Hospital,  health  officer  and  agent  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health.  He  has  also  been  examiner 
for  a large  number  of  life  insurance  companies  con- 
ducting business  in  Key  West.  He  is  very  popular  with 
the  Spanish  element  in  the  city’s  population  and  two 
of  the  leading  Spanish  societies  have  elected  him  their 
physician  and  surgeon. 

While  Dr.  Fogarty  is  an  acknowledged  practitioner 
of  eminence  and  is  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  chosen 
calling,  he  has  yet  found  time  to  further  public  inter- 
ests in  other  connections  and  his  name  is  a familiar 
and  honored  one  in  connection  with  financial  and 
commercial  interests  and  municipal  affairs.  His  name 
is  on  the  directorate  of  the  Island  City  National  Bank 
and  he  is  also  a director  and  vice  president  of  the 
mercantile  firm  of  William  Curry  Sons  Company  and 
the  Monroe  Investment  Company  of  Key  West.  He 
is  most  actively  and  helpfully  interested  in  promoting 
the  work  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  seeks  ever 
the  best  interests  of  the  island  city  along  all  lines  of 
material  progress  and  civic  development.  He  votes 
with  the  democratic  party  and  was  first  called  to  the 
office  of  mayor  of  Key  West  in  1907,  is  yet  serving 
and  giving  in  that  connection  to  the  city  a businesslike 
and  progressive  administration,  characterized  by 
needed  reform  and  substantial  improvement. 

In  1900  D’r.  Fogarty  was  married  to  Miss  Corinne 
Curry,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  J.  Curry,  at 
Key  West.  In  religious  faith  the  Doctor  and  his  wife 
are  Episcopalians,  taking  an  active  and  helpful  inter- 
est in  the  various  lines  of  church  work.  For  a number 
of  years  Dr.  Fogarty  was  senior  warden  of  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  church.  The  coat  of  arms  granted  to  the 
family  centuries  ago  bears  the  motto,  “Rely  on  heaven 
alone,”  and  in  its  adaptation  to  present-day  conditions 
Dr.  Fogarty  is  a worthy  representative  of  an  honored 
name,  the  high  principles  of  Christian  teaching  finding 
exemplification  in  all  his  relations  to  his  fellowmen. 
Prominent  and  popular  in  club  circles,  Dr.  Fogarty 
has  frequently  been  called  to  occupy  official  positions 
in  the  different  organizations  with  which  he  is  iden- 
tified. He  has  been  a director  of  the  Centro 
Astuniana  Club,  president  of  the  Banyan  Club  and  vice 
president  of  the  Commercial  Club.  He  belongs  also  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Red  Men,  Golden  Eagles, 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Fraternal  Union  and  Pa- 
triotic Order  of  Sons  of  America.  Aside  from  club  life 
he  is  well  known  socially,  and  of  him  it  has  been  said 
by  a contemporary  biographer:  “In  the  social  circles 
of  Key  West  Dr.  Fogarty  is  a great  favorite,  his  at- 
tractive personality,  as  observed  and  felt  by  his  hosts 


of  friends  and  admirers,  readily  rendering  him  a 
leader.  Broad  minded,  generous  and  affable,  his  cheer- 
ful presence  is  always  more  than  welcome,  for  with 
his  coming  dull  care  takes  its  flight  and  where  shadows 
had  before  gathered  sunlight  then  beams  and  good 
fellowship  reigns.”  Again  in  relation  to  his  public 
work  it  has  been  written:  “Regarding  the  material 
prosperity  of  Florida,  the  question  of  paramount  im- 
portance to  the  people,”  says  Dr.  Fogarty,  “is  such  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  railroad  commission  as  would 
remove  the  antagonism  now  existing  between  the  state 
and  the  railroads.”  In  this  way,  he  believes,  a vast  ex- 
tent of  Florida’s  natural  resources  would  be  developed, 
which  can  never  be  accomplished  as  long  as  present 
hostile  conditions  exist.  At  all  times  he  is  known  as 
a public-spirited  man  whose  interests  and  activity  in 
civic  and  community  affairs  arise  from  a patriotic 
devotion  and  loyalty  to  the  general  good.  Florida 
honors  him  .as  one  of  her  native  sons  whose  life  has 
indeed  been  a credit  to  the  city  of  Key  West. 


JOHN  ADAMS  VAN  VALZAH,  M.  D. 

The  name  of  Dr.  John  Adams  Van  Valzah,  now 
representative  from  Volusia  county  to  the  Florida 
legislature,  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  synonymous 
with  development  and  progress  in  Daytona  Beach, 
for  he  is  not  only  a most  successful  physician  and 
surgeon  but  also  an  active  worker  in  the  promotion 
of  all  progressive  public  movements  and  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  general  business  expansion  of  the 
city.  He  thus  occupies  a high  position  among  those 
who  have  achieved  prominence  as  men  of  marked 
ability  and  substantial  worth  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  was  born  in  Boalsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
April  30,  1866,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Shepard  Laurie 
and  Mary  (Grier)  Van  Valzah,  the  former  a native 
of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Maryland. 

Dr.  John  A.  Van  Valzah  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Watsontown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  after  graduating  from  the  high  school  there 
entered  normal  school  at  Bloomsburg,  afterward  at- 
tending the  Philadelphia  College  of  Chemistry  and 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  His  medical 
education  was  acquired  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Philadelphia  and  he  was  afterward  a student 
in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  in  the  same  city. 
After  receiving  his  degree  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  as  assistant  to  Professor  Ben- 
jamin T.  Shimwell  and  he  remained  three  years  in 
Philadelphia.  In  1900  he  came  to  Florida  and  set- 
tled in  Daytona  Beach,  where  he  practiced  until  1912, 
winning  recognition  as  a skilful  and  able  physician. 


150 


FLORIDA 


He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  advanced  thought  of  his 
profession  through  his  membership  in  the  Volusia 
County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  vice  president, 
and  in  the  Florida  State  Medical  Society  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  He  also  served  as 
delegate  to  the  medical  convention. 

Aside  from  his  professional  interests  Dr.  Van  Val- 
zah  has  figured  prominently  in  the  public  life  of  Day- 
tona Beach  and  of  Volusia  county,  for  since  locating 
here  he  has  been  a recognized  leader  in  all  progressive 
public  projects.  He  is  especially  interested  in  the 
movement  to  open  the  streets  of  the  city  and  gave 
generously  of  his  time,  efforts  and  means  in  support 
of  the  work,  raising  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  in 
order  to  open  Seabreeze  avenue.  It  was  he  who 
named  Daytona  Beach  and  he  was  one  of  the  leaders 
in  securing  for  the  city  the  auto  races  by  which  it 
has  attained  much  prominence  and  publicity.  He 
has  extensive  business  interests  here,  having  erected 
the  Van  Valzah  block  and  being  the  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  largest  drug  stores  in  the  city.  He  has 
never  sought  to  evade  the  obligations  of  citizenship 
and  when  called  upon  for  public  service  has  done 
efficient  and  progressive  work.  He  served  for  three 
terms  on  the  city  council  and  in  1912  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature,  a position  in  which  he  is  still 
serving,  his  work  proving  far-sighted,  constructive 
and  able. 

Dr.  Van  Valzah  married,  in  1891,  Miss  Martha  H. 
Croman,  of  Hughesville,  Pennsylvania,  a daughter  of 
Hiram  and  Harriet  Croman,  the  former  a millwright 
by  trade.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Valzah  have  three  chil- 
dren : Lois,  who  is  attending  school ; and  Eunice 

and  Helen,  yet  at  home.  Fraternally  Dr.  Van  Val- 
zah is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to 
the  Knights  Templar  and  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  and  he  is  also  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  Daytona  Beach  and  Volusia  county 
have  profited  greatly  by  his  efforts  in  various  fields 
of  endeavor.  His  public  spirit  is  one  of  the  vital 
elements  in  his  character,  while  his  unbending  in- 
tegrity, his  fearlessness  in  the  discharge  of  duty  and 
his  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  which  rest 
upon  him  make  him  a citizen  whose  worth  is  widely 
acknowledged. 


HON.  CHARLES  LEON  KNOWLES. 

One  of  the  most  able  lawyers  of  his  native  city, 
Hon.  Charles  Leon  Knowles  has  a unique  record  to 
his  credit  in  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government, 
having  served  for  four  consecutive  terms  as  represent- 


ative of  Monroe  county  and  being  in  1912  elected 
to  a fifth  term  and  is  now  so  serving — a record  which 
is  surely  a testimonial  to  his  ability  and  to  his  faith- 
fulness in  taking  care  of  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents and  promoting  favorable  and  constructive  legis- 
lation. Mr.  Knowles  was  born  in  Key  West, 
October  18,  1877,  a son  of  Captain  William  Knowles, 
also  a native  of  Key  West,  the  father’s  birth  having 
occurred  in  May,  1857.  Captain  Knowles  still  re- 
sides here,  having  followed  the  sea  for  several  years 
and  for  part  of  the  time  having  been  captain  of  a 
boat  in  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  extension 
service.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
John  Knowles,  a native  of  the  Bahamas,  who  became 
an  early  settler  of  Key  West,  where  all  of  his  chil- 
dren were  born.  His  wife  was  Charlotte  Carry,  also 
a native  of  the  Bahamas.  The  father  of  our  subject 
married  Miss  Susan  Sands,  a native  of  the  Bahama 
islands,  who  came  to  Key  West  with  her  parents, 
John  and  Susan  Sands,  when  she  was  seven  years 
of  age. 

Charles  L.  Knowles,  in  the  acquirement  of  his  edu- 
cation, attended  public  and  private  schools  of  Key 
West  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  under  the  preceptorship  of  Hon.  G.  Bowne 
Patterson,  of  Key  West,  and  later  pursued  his  legal 
studies  in  Washington  and  Lee  University  of  Lex- 
ington, Virginia.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  be- 
fore the  state  courts  at  Miami,  Florida,  on  August 
16,  1901,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year  in  the 
United  States  courts.  In  June,  1903,  he  was  admitted 
before  the  state  supreme  court.  Since  his  admission 
to  the  bar  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  law  prac- 
tice in  Key  West,  having  become  connected  with 
much  important  litigation  and  early  demonstrating 
his  ability  to  capably  handle  most  intricate  legal  prob- 
lems. Well  versed  in  the  letters  of  the  law  and  a 
man  of  sound,  logical  judgment,  he  clearly  sets  forth 
in  his  briefs  what  he  intends  to  prove,  is  forcible  in 
the  presentation  of  his  cause  and  never  fails  in  at- 
tracting the  closest  attention  of  court  and  jury  by 
his  clearly  set  forth  and  convincing  arguments.  It 
is  therefore  but  natural  that  he  soon  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  profession  and  was 
entrusted  with  much  important  work. 

In  1903  Mr.  Knowles  was  elected  to  the  state  legis- 
lature to  represent  Monroe  county,  and  that  his  able 
work  found  recognition  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
in  1905  he  was  reelected  and  again  was  returned  in 
1907  and  1909,  serving  four  consecutive  terms  and 
doing  able  work  on  the  floor  of  the  house  and  in  com- 
mittee rooms.  While  he  was  a member  of  the  lower 
house  he  was  also  elected  to  the  office  of  judge  of 
the  police  court  of  Key  West  and  reelected  to  that 
office  in  1909,  serving  two  terms,  at  the  end  of  which 
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time  he  declined  reelection.  His  fairness  and  impar- 
tiality on  the  bench  was  recognized  on  all  sides  and 
his  decisions  were  ever  received  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence, and  defendant  as  well  as  plaintiff  left  his 
court  convinced  that  justice  had  been  administered. 
In  1912  Mr.  Knowles  was  reelected  to  the  lower 
branch  of  the  state  legislature  and  is  now  a member 
of  that  body,  serving  on  important  committees. 

On  December  30,  1903,  Charles  Leon  Knowles  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florinda  M.  Russell,  a 
native  of  Key  West.  She  is  a daughter  of  Thomas 
B.  Russell,  a highly  esteemed  and  venerable  citizen 
of  this  city  at  the  present  time,  who  for  many  years 
was  here  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Knowles  have  two  children,  Dorothy  Louise 
and  Charles  Russell,  who  are  eight  and  six  years  of 
age  respectively. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Knowles  is  a demo- 
crat and  takes  an  important  part  in  the  local  councils 
of  his  party.  Along  professional  lines  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Key  West  and  Florida  State  Bar  As- 
sociations. His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Congregational  church,  of  which  he  is  a member.  His 
fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of  America.  Outside 
interests  which  connect  him  with  the  commercial 
progress  of  the  city  include  a directorship  in  the  Mon- 
roe Investment  Company.  Carefully  promoting  his  own 
interests  and  a distinguished  member  of  an  ancient 
and  noble  profession,  Mr.  Knowles  is  considerate  of 
the  interests  of  others  and  weighs  all  his  actions  in 
regard  as  to  their  effect  upon  the  public  welfare.  He 
is  a loyal  son  of  his  native  city  and  ever  ready  to 
go  forth  and  join  movements  for  its  betterment  and 
improvement.  That  he  enjoys,  therefore,  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem  and  enjoys  confidence  and  good- 
will on  every  hand  is  but  a natural  result  of  a life 
which  has  been  worthy  and  useful  in  all  of  its  phases. 


HENRY  F.  BOSTICK. 

Henry  F.  Bostick,  a successful  tobacco  planter 
near  Quincy,  was  born  in  Newhampton,  Beaufort 
county,  South  Carolina,  August  21,  1865.  He  is  a 
son  of  Luther  R.  and  Mary  (Fuller)  Bostick,  natives 
of  that  state,  and  came  to  Florida  in  1894.  The 
father  made  his  home  in  Gadsden  county  and  en- 
gaged in  farming,  an  occupation  with  which  he  was 
identified  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1910.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away.  To  their  union 
were  born  seven  children:  Henry  F.,  of  this  review; 
Eila  M.,  who  married  F.  J.  ITowden,  of  Savannah, 
Georgia;  Catherine,  the  widow  of  James  McAlpin, 


of  Savannah ; Anna,  deceased,  who  was  a twin  of 
Catherine;  Edward  M.,  of  Birmingham,  Alabama; 
Luther  R.,  of  Porto  Rico;  and  Joanna,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Desmond,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Henry  F.  Bostick  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm  in  Beaufort  county,  South  Carolina,  and  dur- 
ing his  childhood  and  youth  assisted  with  the  work 
of  the  homestead.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  how- 
ever, he  left  South  Carolina  and  came  to  Florida, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  purchased 
land  near  Quincy  and  turned  his  attention  to  tobacco 
cultivation,  having  now  three  hundred  acres  planted. 
He  harvests  fine  crops,  owing  to  his  care,  labor  and 
practical  methods,  and  is  ranked  among  the  suc- 
cessful and  prominent  planters  in  this  section  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  Bostick  married  Miss  Mary  Stuart  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  six  children : Sarah  Stuart,  Henry 
Stuart,  Mary  Fuller,  Catherine  Elizabeth,  Benjamin 
Robert  and  Allan  Mclver.  Mr.  Bostick  is  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Having  spent  the  past 
twenty-one  years  of  his  life  in  this  county,  he  is 
well  known,  his  business  methods  and  personal  char- 
acteristics commanding  for  him  the  highest  regard 
and  esteem. 


FRANCIS  V.  PHILLIPS. 

Francis  V.  Phillips,  founder  and  president  of  the 
Phillips  Manufacturing  Company  and  since  1906  one 
of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  the  industrial 
development  of  Orlando,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  in  1854.  He  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Harriet 
(Snow)  Phillips,  of  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  the  for- 
mer a civil  engineer  engaged  in  important  government, 
lighthouse  and  fort  constniction.  He  is  a brother 
of  George  B.  Phillips,  who  was  major  of  an  engineer- 
ing corps  in  the  United  States  government  service, 
and  a cousin  of  Wendell  Phillips,  called  the  silver 
tongued  orator. 

Francis  V.  Phillips  acquired  his  education  in  night 
schools  in  Buffalo  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  abandoning  it  in  favor  of 
architecture,  in  which  he  soon  became  proficient  in 
mechanical  drawing.  He  had  a talent  for  mechanics 
amounting  almost  to  genius  and  at  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  had  invented  and  successfully  applied  the 
first  roller  bearings  in  wagons.  The  inventive  talent 
thus  displayed  has  since  developed  greatly,  Mr.  Phil- 
lips having  been  the  originator  of  many  hardware 
specialties  and  of  practically  all  of  the  woodworking 
machines  which  he  now  manufactures.  So  adequate 
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are  these  machines  for  the  work  they  are  designed 
to  do,  so  durable,  accurate  and  convenient  that  his 
reputation  has  grown  with  the  passing  years,  his 
name  now  standing  as  a synonym  for  expert  skill 
along  various  mechanical  lines.  He  built  and  patented 
the  first  machine  for  cutting  window  frame  pockets 
and  also  the  first  sash  pulley  mortiser  ever  placed  on 
the  market  and  has  been  granted  over  two  hundred 
patents  for  woodworking  machinery  and  hardware 
specialties.  At  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  all  the 
window  frame  work  in  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign countries  is  done  by  means  of  his  line  of  ma- 
chines. 

Mr.  Phillips  first  began  manufacturing  in  Chicago 
but  moved  his  plant  to  Winter  Park,  Florida,  in  1906. 
He  remained  there  only  a short  time,  however,  and 
in  the  same  year,  upon  the  solicitation  of  the  Orlando 
Board  of  Trade,  came  to  this  city,  where  he  incor- 
porated the  Phillips  Manufacturing  Company  with 
a capital  stock  of  five  thousand  dollars.  He  has  made 
good  use  of  his  time  and  talents,  combining  his  in- 
ventive skill  with  business  ability  of  a high  order, 
his  organizing  power  and  initiative  spirit  placing  him 
today  among  the  leaders  in  the  industrial  expansion 
of  Orlando.  At  first  all  of  the  work  done  in  the 
shops  of  the  Phillips  Manufacturing  Company  was 
accomplished  by  Mr.  Phillips  and  one  of  his  sons  and 
later  three  other  sons  were  admitted  to  the  firm,  all 
becoming  active  factors  in  its  management.  How- 
ever, the  business  expanded  so  rapidly  in  volume  and 
importance  that  it  was  necessary  to  enlarge  this  work- 
ing force  from  time  to  time  until  the  plant  now 
affords  employment  to  fifteen  skilled  workmen, 
besides  twenty-five  men  in  the  foundry  and  machine 
shops.  The  capital  with  which  the  concern  was  in- 
corporated was  in  1911  increased  to  fifty  thousand 
dollars  and  a new  building  sixty  by  ninety  feet  in 
dimensions  has  recently  been  added  to  the  plant,  which 
now  consists  of  three  buildings  thoroughly  and  com- 
pletely equipped  in  every  detail,  covering  a space  of 
seventy-five  by  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet, 
each  marking  a distinct  advance  in  methods  and  de- 
tails of  factory  operation.  The  officers  of  the  com- 
pany are : F.  V.  Phillips,  president ; Thomas  B. 
Phillips,  vice  president ; Oliver  B.  Phillips,  treasurer ; 
and  George  W.  Phillips,  secretary  and  manager.  The 
company  manufactures  all  kinds  of  woodworking  ma- 
chines, including  separate  pocket  cutters,  separate 
pulley  mortisers,  combination  pocket  cutters  and  saw- 
table  machines,  special  dadoing  machines  and  special 
miter  sawing  machines,  and  the  name  of  Phillips  on 
any  of  these  is  a guarantee  of  reliability,  accuracy 
and  durability.  The  credit  for  the  remarkable  growth, 
which  the  business  controlled  by  the  Phillips  Manu- 
facturing Company  has  made  in  seven  years,  is  due 


in  large  measure  to  Francis  V.  Phillips,  who  is  a re- 
sourceful, far-sighted  and  progressive  business  man. 
and  a specialist  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  his  line 
of  work.  He  has  developed  in  Orlando  a modern,, 
prosperous  and  growing  industrial  institution  which 
has  been  an  important  element  in  the  expansion  of 
the  city  and  is  destined  to  influence  its  future  growth. 

In  1875  Mr.  Phillips  married  Miss  Katie  Valentine,, 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children : Harriet  Ellen,  who  married 

S.  A.  Newell,  assistant  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Orlando;  and  Thomas  Benton,  George  Wendell  and' 
Oliver  Valentine,  all  of  whom  are  connected  with  the 
Phillips  Manufacturing  Company. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  a devout  adherent  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  in  his  upright  and  honorable  life  exempli- 
fies the  doctrines  in  which  he  believes.  He  cooperates- 
in  all  movements  for  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  progress  of  the  community  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  Orlando,  his- 
extensive  and  well  managed  interests  placing  him  in 
a prominent  position  in  industrial  circles. 


WILLIAM  H.  BAKER. 

On  the  list  of  representatives  of  the  legal  profession 
in  Duval  county  the  name  of  William  H.  Baker  stands 
high  for  he  is  recognized  as  a prominent  member  of 
the  Jacksonville  bar.  His  life  history  stands  in  con- 
tradistinction to  the  old  adage  that  “a  prophet  is  never 
without  honor  save  in  his  own  country,”  for  Judge 
Baker  is  a native  of  the  city  in  which  his  professional 
labors  have  won  for  him  regard  and  prominence.  He 
was  born  March  21,  1868,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  the 
Hon.  James  M.  Baker,  who  was  at  one  time  judge 
of  the  circuit  court,  Confederate  states  senator  and 
a justice  01  the  supreme  court  of  Florida. 

Reared  in  the  city  of  his  nativity,  William  PI.  Baker 
supplemented  his  public-school  education  by  a course 
in  Davidson  College,  of  North  Carolina,  in  which  he 
won  the  B.  A.  degree  upon  graduation  with  the  class 
of  1888.  With  broad  literary  learning  to  serve  as 
the  foundation  upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure 
of  professional  knowledge,  he  entered  the  Washing- 
ton and  Lee  University  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  where 
he  pursued  his  law  studies  and  was  graduated  in 
1889.  The  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
at  the  bars  of  Florida  and  Virginia  and  at  once  opened 
an  office  in  Jacksonville  where  he  has  risen  rapidly 
in  his  profession,  being  now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
foremost  members  of  the  bar  of  this  city. 

In  the  course  of  his  professional  career  Judge 
Baker  soon  demonstrated  his  power  to  handle  in- 
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volved  legal  problems  and  has  always  been  notable 
among  his  fellow  practitioners  for  the  profound  care 
with  which  he  has  prepared  his  cases  as  well  as  for 
the  clearness  and  force  with  which  he  has  presented 
his  cause  before  the  courts.  Appreciative  of  his 
ability  and  recognizing  his  fitness  for  judicial  honors, 
his  fellow  townsmen  elected  him  to  the  office  of 
county  judge  when  he  was  but  twenty- four  years  of 
age  and  at  the  close  of  his  first  term  of  four  years  he 
was  reelected  in  1896,  remaining  on  the  bench  until 
1901.  His  decisions  were  characterized  by  strict  fair- 
ness and  impartiality,  combined  with  a comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  law.  When  he  retired  he  resumed 
practice  in  connection  with  his  brother  under  the 
firm  name  of  Baker  & Baker,  and  to  them  is  accorded 
a large  and  important  clientage.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Jacksonville  Bar  Association  and  enjoys  the  high- 
est respect  of  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries  be- 
cause of  his  close  conformity  to  a high  standard  of 
professional  ethics. 

Judge  Baker  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
has  been  prominently  associated  with  various  inter- 
ests of  a public  and  semi-public  character.  In  1893 
he  was  one  of  three  appointed  under  an  act  of  state 
legislature  to  establish  the  Australian  ballot  system 
in  Jacksonville. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1895,  Judge  Baker  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  L.  Graves,  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky.  They  have  a son,  James  M.  Baker, 
so  called  in  honor  of  his  distinguished  grandfather. 
Judge  William  H.  Baker  holds  membership  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  is  yet  a comparatively  young 
man,  having  scarcely  reached  the  zenith  of  his  powers, 
and  he  is  continuously  advancing  in  his  position  at 
the  bar.  He  has  been  a close  student,  not  only  of 
professional  but  also  important  political,  sociological 
and  economic  questions  ana  is  usually  to  be  lound 
where  prominent  men  are  met  in  the  discussion  of 
vital  and  significant  questions  of  the  day. 


ZACHARIAH  TAYLOR  MERRITT. 

Zachariah  Taylor  Merritt,  one  of  the  pioneers  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  Florida,  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  public  life  of  Dade  county  from  the  time  he 
settled  here,  in  1891.  He  has  recently  entered  upon 
his  third  term  as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  his  two 
reelections  proving  the  force  and  efficacy  of  his 
public  service.  He  was  born  in  Garrard  county,  Ken- 
tucky, February  23,  1852,  a son  of  Zachariah  Cole- 
man Merritt,  a native  of  the  same  county.  The  father 


was  a farmer,  lumber  merchant  and  coal  dealer  and 
followed  these  occupations  for  years  in  Kentucky.  He 
removed  from  Kentucky  to  northern  Indiana  in  1889. 
The  mother  of  our.  subject  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Margaret  Woods.  She  was  born  in  Garrard 
county,  Kentucky,  and  there  died  in  1862. 

Zachariah  T.  Merritt  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  section,  completing  his  studies  in  Har- 
monia  College  of  Perryville,  Kentucky.  In  1891  he 
came  to  Florida  and  has  since  made  his  home  on  the 
lower  east  coast.  He  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  real 
pioneers  of  this  section,  for  it  was  several  years  after 
his  arrival  before  the  railroad  was  extended  down  the 
coast.  Mr.  Merritt  located  at  a point  west  of  the 
site  of  Lemon  City  at  a time  when  there  were  but 
half  a dozen  houses  at  Lemon  City  and  has  made  his 
home  in  the  vicinity  from  that  time  until  the  present, 
being  now  a resident  of  Buena  Vista,  located  a short 
distance  from  there.  To  convey  to  the  reader 
a more  accurate  idea  of  the  conditions  prevailing  at 
the  time  of  his  arrival  on  the  lower  coast  it  may  be 
stated  that  when  Mr.  Merritt  located  at  Lemon  City 
there  were  six  houses  in  that  community,  one  in 
Buena  Vista  and  two  on  the  present  site  of  Miami. 
The  nearest  railroad  point  was  about  two  hundred 
miles  distant  and  the  present  extension  of  the  Florida 
Fast  Coast  Railroad  down  the  coast  was  not  then 
contemplated.  Mr.  Merritt  took  up  a homestead 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Lemon 
City  and  this  he  improved  and  developed  to  some  ex- 
tent, making  his  home  upon  it  long  enough  to  prove 
his  title  and  giving  some  attention  to  the  planting  and 
raising  of  guavas.  He  remained  upon  his  farm  until 
the  railroad  was  finished  to  Miami,  when  new  and 
better  conditions  of  living  supplanted  the  old  along 
the  lower  coast  of  the  state. 

In  1896  Mr.  Merritt  was  elected  county  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction  in  Dade  county  and  thus 
began  a career  in  the  public  service  which  has  made 
him  prominent  and  important  and  which  has  had  a 
lasting  effect  upon  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  held  his  first  office  for 
eight  years,  serving  for  two  four-year  terms,  and 
afterward  resumed  his  private  life  for  a time.  In 
1906,  however,  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Dade 
county  circuit  court  to  fill  an  unexpired  term.  So 
able  and  far-sighted  was  his  work  that  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  in  1908  and  reelected  in  1912,  his  third 
term  beginning  January  7,  1913.  Mr.  Merritt's  of- 
fice as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  carries  with  it  the 
posts  of  county  auditor  and  recorder  and  also  clerk 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  In  all  of  these 
positions  he  has  proved  himself  able  and  energetic  and 
his  work  has  always  been  progressive  and  constructive. 
He  has  gained  the  respect  of  his  official  colleagues  and 
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associates,  the  approval  of  the  people  he  so  ably 
serves,  and  his  name  is  today  a synonym  for  broad- 
minded and  liberal  public  spirit. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1904,  Mr.  Merritt  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sally  Custis  Richardson,  of  Lex- 
ington, Kentucky,  and  both  are  well  known  in  social 
circles  of  Miami.  Mr.  Merritt  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  fraternally  has  extensive  and 
important  connections,  holding  membership  in  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  belongs  to  the  Knights 
Templar  and  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
affiliated  also  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  A resident  of 
this  section  of  the  state  since  pioneer  times,  he  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  here,  his  work  and  his 
personality  combining  as  elements  in  his  popularity. 
Always  eager  to  advance  the  general  interests,  he  has 
been  a factor  in  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  this 
community  which  is  proud  to  number  him  among  its 
representative  citizens. 


ADOLPHUS  L.  TURNER. 

Adolphus  L.  Turner,  tax  assessor,  several  times  re- 
elected to  the  office,  has  a record  for  efficiency  and 
constancy  that  is  most  commendable.  Duval  county 
has  long  known  him  as  a worthy  citizen,  for  it  was  on 
the  old  Turner  homestead,  eight  miles  north  of  the 
city  of  Jacksonville,  that  his  birth  occurred  on  the  13th 
of  March,  1869.  His  father,  Lemuel  Turner,  was  one 
of  the  well  known  pioneer  citizens  of  Florida  and  his 
mother  was  a member  of  the  Pickett  family,  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  state. 

A.  L.  Turner  acquired  his  primary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  afterward  en- 
tered the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Lake  City, 
Florida,  being  thus  well  qualified  by  liberal  training 
for  life’s  practical  and  responsible  duties.  He  then 
joined  his  father  and  brother  in  the  operation  of  a 
shingle  mill,  in  which  business  he  continued  success- 
fully until  the  fall  of  1894,  when  he  was  called  to 
public  service  in  his  election  to  the  position  of  tax 
assessor  of  Duval  county.  He  served  for  two  terms 
and  then  retired  in  favor  of  the  late  W.  Bloxham 
Pickett,  who  continued  in  the  position  for  three  terms 
and  was  then  elected  sheriff  of  Duval  county.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Turner  was  again  called  to  the  office  of 
tax  assessor,  which  he  has  held  continuously  to  the 
present  time,  his  reelections  being  indisputable  proof 
of  his  ability,  fidelity  and  the  trust  and  confidence  re- 
posed in  him.  He  possesses  all  of  the  personal  and 
professional  qualities  necessary  to  fill  an  office  of  such 
importance,  and  no  higher  testimonial  of  his  ability, 


loyalty  and  fidelity  could  be  given  than  in  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  again  and  again  the  choice  of  the  people 
for  the  position.  His  unfaltering  attention  to  his 
public  duties,  his  progressive  methods  in  keeping 
abreast  with  the  rapid  growth  and  development  of  tax- 
able property,  and  above  all  his  sense  of  equity  in  the 
distribution  of  the  burden  of  taxation,  which  should 
be  at  once  just  to  the  state  and  acceptable  to  the  tax- 
payer, are  the  primary  causes  of  his  successful  admin- 
istration of  the  office,  his  general  popularity  with  all 
classes  of  citizens,  and  his  last  reelection  without  op- 
position. If  efficiency  in  office  or  private  business  is 
the  criterion  of  success  and  unqualified  popular  ap- 
proval at  the  polls  is  the  indorsement  of  a model  public 
officer,  then  Mr.  Turner  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
position  he  occupies  today  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow  citizens. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1899,  Mr.  Turner  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  M.  Starratt,  of  Jack- 
sonville, and  they  have  two  children : Marie  Dolores 

and  Adolphus  L.  Mr.  Turner  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of 
Ivhorassan,  and  Woodmen  of  the  World.  Nor  is  he 
unknown  in  club  circles,  holding  membership  in  the 
Commercial  and  Germania  Clubs.  His  social  nature, 
as  expressed  in  friendliness  and  genuine  appreciation 
of  the  good  points  of  others,  has  made  him  one  of 
Jacksonville’s  most  popular  citizens. 


FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  LEWTER. 

Thirty  years  ago  Frederick  Augustus  Lewter  be- 
came connected  with  mercantile  interests  of  Orlando, 
and  although  he  has  made  changes  in  his  occupation 
since  that  time  he  has  been  continuously  identified  in 
a vital  and  forceful  way  with  business  interests  of 
the  city.  His  record  is  one  which  any  man  might 
well  be  proud  to  possess,  for  he  has  never  made  an 
engagement  that  he  has  not  fulfilled  nor  incurred  an 
obligation  that  he  has  not  met.  In  legitimate  chan- 
nels of  trade  he  has  sought  his  success,  placing  his 
dependence  upon  substantial  qualities  of  industry  and 
perseverance,  with  the  result  that  he  today  occupies 
a position  of  precedence  as  a real-estate  dealer,  and 
his  name  is  held  in  high  honor  and  respect  in  business 
circles. 

Mr.  Lewter  was  born  in  Halifax  county,  North 
Carolina,  on  the  14th  of  December,  1854,  and  is  a son 
of  James  Madison  and  Mary  (Davis)  Lewter,  the 
former  of  whom  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  Martin 
Luther,  the  name  having  been  changed  since  the  emi- 
gration of  the  American  progenitor.  The  mother  of 
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the  subject  of  this  review  was  a second  cousin  of 
Jefferson  Davis. 

Frederick  Augustus  Lewter  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  Elm  Grove  and  Buck  Horn  Academies  in 
Hertford  county,  North  Carolina,  and  spent  his  vaca- 
tion two  summers,  teaching  school  in  Northampton 
county,  North  Carolina,  and  two  years  in  the  drug 
business  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  John  T.  Lewter,  in  Mur- 
freesboro, North  Carolina,  and  later  entered  Rich- 
mond College,  Richmond,  Virginia.  After  leaving 
the  latter  institution  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  arriving 
in  the  city  in  1876,  and  there  he  spent  one  year  as 
manager  of  several  hotels.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  returned  to  Halifax  county,  North  Carolina,  hav- 
ing succeeded  to  a large  farm  left  by  his  father,  and 
operated  successfully  three  stores,  until  1883,  when 
his  buildings  were  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  After 
paying  all  his  debts,  Mr.  Lewter  found  himself  with 
a cash  capital  of  sixty-eight  dollars,  and  he  determined 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  other  fields.  Accordingly  he 
moved  to  Florida,  arriving  in  Orlando  in  1884  with 
two  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents.  He  secured  a posi- 
tion in  a general  store  in  this  city  and  after  clerking 
for  a short  time  bought  the  enterprise,  agreeing  to 
pa}r  for  it  within  three  years  on  monthly  payments. 
So  rapidly  did  he  attain  success,  however,  that  the 
store  was  1 free  from  debt  within  one  year,  Mr.  Lewter 
continuing  to  conduct  it  for  one  year  thereafter.  In 
1885  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, and  he  has  since  been  continuously  active  along 
this  line.  During  the  first  ten  years  he  sold  land  on 
a commission  basis,  but  since  that  time  has  purchased 
his  property  outright  and  today  owns  valuable  hold- 
ings in  city  and  farming  lands,  and  is  perhaps  the 
largest  tax  payer  in  this  section  of  the  state.  His  busi- 
ness has  continually  increased,  for  be  has  become 
known  as  an  expert  judge  of  land  values  and  a man 
who  never  uses  his  knowledge  or  ability  to  defraud 
or  inconvenience  a client.  By  reason  of  his  honorable 
and  conscientious  methods  of  dealing  and  his  strict 
adherence  to  high  standards  of  business  integrity 
Mr.  Lewter  has  made  an  enviable  reputation  for  him- 
self and  has  built  up  a business  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  Florida.  For  a 
time  he  owned  also  the  largest  chicken  farm  in  the 
state,  having  forty-four  distinct  breeds  of  chickens 
and  as  many  as  five  thousand  fowl.  He  sold  twenty- 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  eggs  and  chickens  per 
annum  and  kept  twenty-seven  incubators  in  constant 
use.  However,  fire  destroyed  this  enterprise  some 
years  ago  and  he  has  since  devoted  all  of  his  atten- 
tion to  his  real-estate  interests. 

In  1885  Mr.  Lewter  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Linnie  Wilkins  Holshouser,  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Simpson  and  Cynthia  Ann  Roberta  (Dicken- 
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son)  Holshouser,  of  Paris,  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewter  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren : Irma  Roberta,  Laura  Louise,  Zelma  Right, 

Robert  Dickenson,  Medora  Inez,  William  Frederick, 
Elva  Jouett,  Frederick  Augustus,  Jr.,  and  Jewell. 
The  family  are  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian, 
Baptist  and  Methodist  churches.  Mr.  Lewter  gives 
his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  but  is  not  an 
active  politician,  preferring  to  spend  his  leisure  hours 
in  his  home,  for  he  is  a devoted  husband  and  father. 
He  is  justly  accorded  a place  among  the  prominent 
and  representative  citizens  of  Orlando,  for  he  be- 
longs to  that  class  of  men  whose  enterprising  spirit 
is  used  not  alone  for  their  own  benefit  but  also  for 
the  advancement  of  community  interests.  He  has 
excellent  ability  as  an  organizer,  forms  his  plans 
readily  and  is  determined  in  their  execution.  This 
has  enabled  him  to  encounter  obstacles  which  would 
deter  many  a man  and  has  been  one  of  the  salient 
features  in  his  success. 


STEPHEN  E.  FOSTER. 

For  three  decades  Stephen  E.  Foster  has  been  a 
resident  of  Jacksonville  and  during  this  period  has 
won  and  retained  a position  of  prominence  at  the  bar. 
He  is  lacking  in  none  of  the  qualities  which  distin- 
guish the  able,  painstaking  lawyer,  and  the  importance 
of  the  cases  with  which  he  has  been  connected  at  once 
establishes  his  position.  England  claims  him  as  a 
native  son,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  February  21,  1851.  He  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  part  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land 
and  was  about  twenty  years  of  age  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  settling  first  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  variously  employed  for  a few 
years.  Realizing  the  value  and  necessity  of  further 
education  as  a preparation  for  advancement  in  life 
he  entered  the  Allegheny  College  at  Meadville,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  1st  of  January,  1878,  and  for  three 
years  continued  his  studies  there.  Determining  to 
make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work  he  became  a 
student  in  the  office  of  Colonel  J.  J.  Henderson,  an 
attorney  of  Meadville,  who  directed  his  reading  for 
some  time  during  which  period  he  applied  himself 
earnestly  to  the  mastery  of  the  principles  of  juris- 
prudence. In  February,  1882,  he  passed  a most  cred- 
itable examination  for  admission  to  the  bar  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  active  practice.  In  October, 
1883,  believing  that  the  south  offered  excellent  oppor- 
tunities, Mr.  Foster  came  to  Jacksonville  and  joined 
the  well  known  law  firm  of  John  T.  and  George  U. 
Walker,  with  whom  he  remained  without  change 
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until  the  ist  of  January,  1885.  At  that  day  Chief 
Justice  E.  M.  Randall  of  the  supreme  court  having 
resigned,  he  joined  the  firm  under  the  style  of  Ran- 
dall, Walker  & Foster,  a connection  that  was  con- 
tinued until  December,  1886,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved.  Mr.  Foster  then  went  to  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  in  successful  prac- 
tice for  a year.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
returned  to  Jacksonville  and  joined  Judge  E.  M. 
Randall  in  forming  the  firm  of  Randall  & Foster. 
This  was  continued  until  May,  1893,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Foster  has  engaged  in  practice  alone.  He  is  one 
of  the  well  known  attorneys  of  Florida  and  has  es- 
tablished an  enviable  reputation  by  reason  of  the 
clear  and  forceful  manner  with  which  he  presents 
his  cases,  his  logical  deductions  and  his  correctness 
in  applying  legal  principles.  In  1890  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  city  attorney,  which  position  he  filled 
for  three  years.  Aside  from  his  profession  he  is 
well  known  as  a factor  in  financial  circles  of  Jackson- 
ville and  was  for  several  years  vice  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Florida. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1896,  Mr.  Foster  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  D.  Roff,  of  Titus- 
ville, Pennsylvania,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  Ellen  E.  and  Stephen  E.  Mr.  Foster  has 
received  from  Allegheny  College,  his  alma  mater,  the 
honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  societies  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Jacksonville  Bar  Association.  He  is  also 
connected  with  the  Country  Club  but  his  attention 
chiefly  centers  upon  his  professional  duties  and  he 
is  ahvays  careful  to  conform  his  practice  to  a high 
standard  of  professional  ethics. 


ROBERT  B.  McLENDON. 

Robert  B.  McLendon,  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  tax  collector  of  Dade  county,  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  in  Florida,  his  residence  here  dating  from 
1883.  He  was  born  on  a plantation  in  Pike  county, 
Georgia,  September  11,  1852,  a son  of  Robert  P. 
McLendon,  also  a native  of  that  state.  On  both  sides 
Mr.  McLendon  is  of  Scotch  extraction  and  his  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Georgia,  his  maternal  grand- 
mother, who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Ann  Pope, 
having  been  born  in  the  state  in  1800  and  having  died 
there  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five.  Robert  P. 
McLendon,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  he  and  his  seven  brothers 
having  served  in  the  army  of  the  Confederacy.  His 
wife  was  Missouri  Miller  Rucker,  also  a native  of 


Georgia,  who  died  in  West  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  in 
1909,  when  she  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

Robert  B.  McLendon  spent  his  boyhood  upon  his 
father's  plantation  in  Pike  county  and  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Clayton  county,  Georgia.  Throughout  his  early  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  farming,  clerking  and  merchan- 
dising in  his  native  state  and  removed  in  1874  from 
Clayton  county  to  Milton  county  and  shortly  after- 
ward to  Cobb  county,  where  he  resided  until  1883. 
In  that  year  he  moved  to  Florida,  locating  first  in 
Hillsboro  county,  where  he  built  the  first  house  on 
the  present  site  of  Plant  City,  a structure  which  was 
subsequently  renovated  and  remodeled,  becoming  the 
old  Plant  City  Hotel.  Mr.  McLendon  served  as  first 
agent  for  the  Southern  Express  Company  at  Plant 
City  in  the  early  days  and  later  added  to  the  duties 
of  that  position  those  of  postmaster  of  the  community, 
having  received  his  appointment  from  President 
Cleveland.  In  1889  he  resigned  both  positions  and 
moved  to  Tampa,  where  he  entered  the  county  clerk’s 
office  as  deputy.  His  residence  in  that  city  covered 
a period  of  twelve  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
active  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  deputy  county 
clerk  and  deputy  tax  assessor.  He  was  also  for  a 
number  of  years  clerk  in  an  abstract  office.  In  1901 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Miami  and  here  continued 
his  identification  with  local  politics.  He  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  later 
became  assistant  tax  collector  of  Dade  county.  Plis 
former  experience  proved  invaluable  to  him  in  this 
position  and  aided  him  materially  in  the  efficient  dis- 
charge of  his  other  duties.  Upon  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office  he  turned  his  attention  to  business 
pursuits,  forming  the  Security  Abstract  Company, 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  1909,  when  he  was 
elected  tax  collector  of  Dade  county.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1911  without  opposition  and  is  now  serving 
his  second  term,  being  recognized  throughout  this 
section  of  the  state  as  a capable,  reliable  and  far- 
sighted public  official. 

In  June,  1886,  Mr.  McLendon  married,  in  Texar- 
kana, Arkansas,  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Powell,  a native  of 
South  Carolina.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren : Lula  B.,  Robert  W.,  Katie  M.  and  Annie 

Pope.  The  daughters  are  still  with  their  parents 
but  the  son,  Robert  W.  McLendon,  is  married  and 
resides  in  Miami.  He  was  formerly  second  lieuten- 
ant of  Company  L,  Florida  National  Guard,  and  is 
now7  serving  as  deputy  county  assessor  of  Dade 
county. 

Mr.  McLendon  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  his  fraternal  affiliations  are  limited  to  his  con- 
nection with  the  Masonic  order.  For  thirty  years 
a resident  of  Florida,  he  has  become  widely  and 
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favorably  known  throughout  the  state  and  today 
stands  high  in  the  regard  of  all  who  know  him.  His 
official  record  is  above  reproach,  for  he  stands  for 
progress  at  all  times,  seeking  the  county’s  advance- 
ment along  lines  of  activity  which  will  bear  the  clos- 
est investigation  and  scrutiny. 


CARY  D.  LANDIS. 

Not  only  is  Cary  D.  Landis  one  of  the  foremost 
lawyers  in  De  Land,  connected  through  his  practice 
with  much  important  litigation,  but  he  is  also  a power- 
ful factor  in  the  business  development  of  the  city, 
well  known  as  an  organizer  and  promoter.  Along 
both  lines  of  his  interests  he  has  accomplished  bene- 
ficial and  far-reaching  results  and  his  present  prom- 
inence represents  a number  of  years  of  energetic  and 
well  directed  labor.  He  was  born  in  Claypool,  Indi- 
ana, May  io,  1873,  a son  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Landis,  the  former  a prosperous  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser. 

Cary  D.  Landis  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Claypool  and  later  attended  Man- 
chester College  at  North  Manchester,  Indiana.  He 
supplemented  this  by  a course  of  study  in  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Terre  Haute,  fitting  himself  for 
teaching,  an  occupation  in  which  he  engaged  for  a 
few  years  in  the  public  schools  of  Flora,  Indiana, 
later  becoming  superintendent  of  schools  in  Burling- 
ton. Having  determined  to  study  law,  in  1896  Mr. 
Landis  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  in  1899,  entering  in 
the  same  year  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Huntington,  Indiana,  where  for  two  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Bowers  & Landis.  In 
1901  he  accepted  the  chair  of  law  in  the  John  B. 
Stetson  University  and  came  to  De  Land,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  After  three  years’  able 
work  in  the  university,  during  a portion  of  which  he 
specialized  in  teaching  Florida  pleading  and  practice, 
he  resumed  his  professional  life,  opening  an  office 
in  partnership  with  J.  W.  Perkins  under  the  firm  name 
of  Perkins  & Landis.  Their  association  was  later 
discontinued  and  the  firm  of  Landis  & Fish  formed, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Landis  has  proved  himself  an  able  and 
resourceful  practitioner,  well  versed  in  legal  princi- 
ples and  precedents  and  able  in  his  application  of 
points  of  law.  Lie  rose  quickly  to  prominence  in 
his  profession  and  in  1912  was  elected  state’s  attor- 
ney of  the  seventh  judicial  district,  a position  which 
he  still  holds,  discharging  his  duties  in  a fearless, 
uncompromising  and  efficient  manner.  Lie  is  in  addi- 


tion attorney  for  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
and  the  firm  of  Landis  & Fish  are  attorneys  for  the 
cities  of  De  Land,  Orange  City,  Lake  Helen  and  Sea- 
breeze, and  for  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  and 
the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railway  Companies. 

It  is  not  alone  as  a lawyer,  however,  that  Mr.  Lan- 
dis is  prominent  in  De  Land,  for  he  is  the  founder  and 
promoter  of  many  of  the  most  important  business 
enterprises  in  the  city.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Volusia  County  Abstract  Company,  which  was 
founded  in  1885  and  in  1903  purchased  by  Bert  Fish 
and  Cary  D.  Landis.  It  was  incorporated  by  them 
with  a capital  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and 
has  the  distinction  of  owning  the  only  set  of  abstract 
books  in  Volusia  county.  In  addition  Mr.  Landis  is 
vice  president  of  the  Volusia  County  Bridge  Company 
of  Daytona,  a director  in  the  De  Land  Building  & 
Loan  Association,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Central  Florida  Railway  Company,  operating 
street  railways  at  Daytona,  Daytona  Beach  and  Sea- 
breeze. On  January  2,  1913,  he  organized  the  East 
Coast  State  Bank  and  has  since  served  as  its  president, 
displaying  great  executive  and  administrative  ability 
in  carrying  forward  its  affairs.  The  other  officers  are : 
H.  F.  Stewart,  first  vice  president ; Michael  Sholtz, 
second  vice  president ; and  J.  E.  D.  Graves,  cashier. 
The  latter  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  able  financiers 
in  this  section  of  the  state  and  gained  valuable  experi- 
ence in  banking  in  Bainbridge,  Georgia,  and  Tampa, 
Florida,  before  he  became  associated  with  the  East 
Coast  Bank,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers. 
This  is  one  of  the  strongest  and  safest  financial  in- 
stitutions in  Volusia  county,  with  a capital  stock  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  a surplus  amount- 
ing to  five  thousand  dollars,  and  it  pays  four  per 
cent  interest  on  all  savings  accounts  and  compounds 
this  interest  quarterly.  The  building  which  it  occu- 
pies is  a great  addition  to  the  appearance  of  the  busi- 
ness section  of  De  Land  for  it  is  modern  and  complete 
in  every  particular,  built  according  to  an  artistic 
design  of  Coquina  rock.  It  is  twenty-five  by  seventy- 
five  feet  in  dimensions  and  fitted  throughout  in  an 
attractive  way,  and  is  supplied  with  all  the  accessories 
necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  patrons  of  the 
institution. 

Mr.  Landis  married  on  the  4th  of  September,  1894, 
Miss  Margaret  Weaver,  of  Cutler,  Indiana,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  II.  and  Martha  Weaver,  the  former  a 
large  farm  owner  in  Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Landis 
have  three  children : Erskine  Weaver,  Genevieve 

Elizabeth  and  William  David. 

Since  taking  up  his  residence  in  De  Land  Mr.  Lan- 
dis has  been  one  of  the  prominent  forces  in  local 
democratic  politics,  having  served  in  1900  as  chair- 
man of  the  democratic  county  committee  and  having 
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been  otherwise  active  in  promoting  the  spread  of 
democratic  doctrines  and  policies.  He  is  known  in 
De  Land  as  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  De  Land 
Business  League,  of  which  he  served  as  secretary 
until  1912  of  which  he  is  still  a leading  member. 
Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order,  be- 
ing past  master  of  his  lodge  and  belonging  also  to 
the  chapter.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  is  a trustee  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  While  still  a young  man  he  has 
reached  a position  of  prominence  in  this  city,  where 
he  is  always  foremost  in  the  support  of  movements 
and  measures  for  the  common  good.  His  professional, 
official  and  business  activities  have  affected  develop- 
ment in  an  important  way,  causing  him  to  be  ranked 
among  the  real  promoters  and  upbuilders  of  the 
community. 


RICHARD  FLEMING  BOWDEN. 

The  excellent  record  which  Richard  Fleming  Bow- 
den has  made  in  public  office  commends  him  to  the 
respect,  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who  hold 
themselves  amenable  to  law  and  have  appreciation  for 
faithfulness  on  the  part  of  public  officials.  He  has 
recently  retired  from  the  office  of  county  sheriff  and 
the  history  of  his  service  in  that  connection  contains 
no  esoteric  chapters.  Jacksonville  numbers  him  among 
her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  June  8,  1866, 
in  the  family  home  at  the  corner  of  Monroe  and  Cedar 
streets,  on  the  plot  of  ground  where  he  still  resides. 
His  grandfather  and  his  father,  Uriah  Bowden,  were 
both  natives  of  Mandarin,  Florida.  The  mother,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Ann  Hogan,  was  born 
in  Jacksonville,  where  the  Duval  Hotel  now  stands,  on 
the  corner  of  Forsyth  and  Hogan  streets.  Her  parents 
were  the  first  settlers  of  this  city  and  she  was  the  first 
baby  born  in  Jacksonville.  Hogan  street  and  Hogan 
creek  were  both  named  in  honor  of  her  father. 

Richard  F.  Bowden  was  a pupil  in  private  schools  of 
Jacksonville  and  in  early  life  became  connected  with 
farming  interests.  Pie  also  entered  public  office  at 
a comparatively  early  age,  serving  as  deputy  sheriff 
under  his  father,  who  for  twenty  years  was  sheriff  of 
Duval  county.  Richard  F.  Bowden  has  also  held  other 
political  positions,  having  for  four  years  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council  from  the  Seventh  ward,  during 
which  time  he  introduced  and,  in  spite  of  strong  oppo- 
sition, secured  the  passage  of  what  is  known  as  the 
“Jim  Crow’’  law  and  various  other  important  ordi- 
nances which  are  now  in  effect.  For  eight  years  he 
has  filled  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Duval  county  and  his 
record  is  in  harmony  with  that  of  his  honored  father, 


for  he  has  ever  discharged  his  duties  without  fear  or 
favor,  protecting  in  every  possible  way  the  interests 
and  liberties  of  the  law-abiding  citizens.  He  has  al- 
ways given  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
has  labored  earnestly  to  promote  its  success  in  this 
district. 

Mr.  Bowden  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Flora 
M.  Genth,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Matilda  Genth, 
the  latter  connected  with  the  De  Colthieu  family  of 
France,  with  a complete  family  tree  from  821  A.  D. 
and  a coat  of  arms.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are 
James  U.  and  Mae.  The  family  attend  the  Episcopal 
church  and  aside  from  his  membership  therein  Mr. 
Bowden  is  a Knight  Templar  and  thirty-second  degree 
Scottish  Rite  Mason,  also  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  His  social  nature  finds 
expression  in  his  connection  with  the  Germania  and 
the  Elks  Clubs.  He  has  a very  wide  acquaintance  in 
Jacksonville  and  throughout  Duval  county,  where  he 
has  always  made  his  home  and  where  his  upright  life, 
his  high  principles  and  his  fidelity  to  duty  won  for 
him  the  warm  and  enduring  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


BEN  F.  CONE. 

Ben  F.  Cone,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law  in 
Jacksonville,  specializing  to  some  extent  in  the  prac- 
tice of  corporation  law,  was  born  in  Lake  City,  Flor- 
ida, August  20,  1886.  He  is  therefore  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  bar  but  many  an  older  repre- 
sentative of  the  profession  might  well  envy  the  repu- 
tation and  the  clientage  which  he  has  thus  far  gained. 
His  parents  were  William  S.  and  Mary  B.  (Brooks) 
Cone,  the  former  a native  of  Florida  and  the  latter 
of  Georgia.  His  great-grandfather,  Barnard  Cone, 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  at  an  early  day  in  the  set- 
tlement of  this  state  came  to  Florida,  taking  up  his 
abode  on  the  banks  of  the  Suwanee  river,  in  Hamil- 
ton county.  He  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  upon 
the  plantation  reared  his  family.  His  son  Barnard 
was  born  there,  as  was  also  William  S.  Cone.  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  family  participated  in  the  Indian 
wars  of  Florida  and  in  the  work  of  general  develop- 
ment and  improvement  always  bore  their  part,  being 
actively  interested  in  the  work  of  progress. 

Ben  F.  Cone  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Florida  and  in  the  state  university.  He  came  to  Jack- 
sonville in  1900  and  secured  a position  as  clerk  in  a 
law  office,  devoting  every  possible  moment  to  the  study 
of  law  until  qualified  for  practice  by  admission  to  the 
bar  on  the  17th  of  Tune,  1910.  He  has  since  become 
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well  known  as  an  attorney  at  law  of  Jacksonville  and 
although  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  pro- 
fession here  represents  some  of  the  large  corporations 
of  the  city.  He  has  built  up  a very  lucrative  practice 
and  his  position  is  the  result  of  earnest  effort,  close 
study  and  strong  mentality.  Nature  endowed  him 
with  talents  which  he  has  used  wisely  and  well  and 
his  professional  career  has  commanded  for  him  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  members  of  the  Jacksonville  and 
the  Florida  State  Bar  Associations.  He  has  always 
confined  his  attention  to  civil  practice  and  his  clien- 
tage has  connected  him  with  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  the  district. 


GEORGE  LIVINGSTON  LOWE. 

As  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Key 
West,  George  Livingston  Lowe  occupies  an  impor- 
tant position  in  the  financial  life  of  his  city,  where 
he  is  considered  one  of  the  foremost  authorities  upon 
banking  affairs  and  has  demonstrated  his  ability  in 
the  successful  management  of  one  of  its  foremost 
moneyed  institutions.  A native  of  Key  West,  he 
was  born  October  2,  1868,  a son  of  John  Lowe,  Jr., 
who  is  extensively  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this 
work.  The  city  of  Key  West  has  been  practically 
the  home  of  George  L.  Lowe  since  the  date  of  his 
birth  and  here  he  obtained  his  primary  education 
in  public  and  private  schools,  spending  afterward 
three  years  in  the  Georgia  Military  Academy  of 
Savannah,  a school  which  has  since  gone  out  of 
existence  and  from  which  he  graduated  at  the  age 
of  seventeen.  While  there  his  course  included  book- 
keeping and  he  acquired  valuable  theoretical  knowl- 
edge upon  that  subject.  Returning  to  his  native  city, 
he  was  for  one  year  employed  in  the  lumber  depart- 
ment of  his  father’s  extensive  mercantile  business, 
after  which  he  accepted  a position  with  the  old  Bank 
of  Key  West  as  collection  clerk,  thereby  beginning 
his  career  as  a banker,  in  which  line  he  has  continued 
with  ever  increasing  success.  He  remained  with  the 
old  Bank  of  Key  West  for  several  years  or  until 
that  institution  went  into  liquidation,  at  which  time 
he  held  the  position  of  receiving  teller.  Lie  then 
was  for  one  year  deputy  collector  of  internal  reve- 
nue but  in  1893  entered  upon  his  service  with  the 
First  National  Bank,  which  was  organized  the  previ- 
ous year,  and  since  that  date  has  been  connected  with 
this  organization.  Since  1895  he  has  been  its  cashier 
as  well  as  a member  of  its  board  of  directors.  He 
is  well  versed  in  the  most  intricate  problems  pre- 
sented in  the  banking  business,  is  an  able  judge  of 
human  nature  and  therefore  seldom  commits  an 


error  in  extending  credit.  Conservative  in  regard  to 
the  bank’s  investments,  its  resources  are  well  placed 
and  its  stability  is  insured.  There  is  no  detail  of 
operation  which  is  too  small  for  his  attention  and 
Mr.  Lowe  is  ever  ready  to  listen  to  new  plans  or  new 
ideas  of  even  the  least  of  his  employes  in  order  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  institution.  His  judg- 
ment as  to  local  conditions,  as  to  industrial  invest- 
ments, as  to  realty  values  and  other  influences  which 
make  themselves  felt  in  commercial  life,  is  consid- 
ered final  and  his  advice  is  often  sought  by  foremost 
men  in  the  commercial  fraternity. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Lowe  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Maude  Irene  Hamlin,  a member 
of  an  old  and  well  known  family  of  Key  West,  the 
daughter  of  George  Hamlin,  who  came  here  from 
Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Lowe  is  a native  of  this  city. 
She  became  the  mother  of  three  children,  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  as  follows:  John  Ferris,  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  and  a young  and  promising 
business  man  of  Key  West;  Robert  Murray,  aged 
nineteen;  and  Maude  Elizabeth,  a little  maid  of  ten. 

Mr.  Lowe  finds  scope  for  his  public  spirit  in  ex- 
tending the  commercial  importance  of  his  native  city 
as  a member  of  the  Key  West  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  in  connection  with  that  body  furthers  all 
forward  movements.  Fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  the  Elks  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  his  membership  being  with  St. 
Paul’s  church  of  Key  West,  in  which  he  takes  an 
active  and  helpful  interest,  being  a vestryman  as  well 
as  the  treasurer  of  the  organization.  Mr.  Lowe 
worthily  upholds  the  family  tradition  of  an  honored 
name  and,  although  the  son  of  a rich  man,  has  made 
for  himself  and  entirely  by  his  own  efforts  a posi- 
tion of  importance  in  his  community  which  entitles 
him  to  the  highest  esteem  and  respect. 


ALBERT  T.  BLOCKER. 

Albert  T.  Blocker  is  engaged  in  the  livery  and  trans- 
fer business  in  St.  Petersburg  and  is  also  connected 
with  other  commercial  enterprises  which  are  fac- 
tors in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  North  Carolina, 
September  27,  1873,  a son  of  Charles  IT.  and  Sallie 
A.  (Cromwell)  Blocker,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Edgecombe  county,  North  Carolina.  In 
1882  they  became  residents  of  Alabama,  where  they 
resided  for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Her- 
nando county,  Florida,  settling  in  Dade  City  among 
its  pioneer  residents.  In  1899  they  removed  to  Hills- 
boro county. 
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Albert  T.  Blocker  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth 
in  a family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  five  are 
now  living.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until  1901 
but  since  September,  1900,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
livery  and  transfer  business  in  St.  Petersburg.  He 
carries  a large  equipment  of  carriages  and  horses 
and  has  gained  a liberal  patronage  in  both  the  livery 
and  transfer  lines.  He  is  also  a director  of  the  Citi- 
zens Ice  & Cold  Storage  Company.  He  likewise  has 
some  real-estate  holdings  in  St.  Petersburg  and  has 
won  for  himself  a creditable  position  in  the  business 
circles  of  the  city. 

In  August,  1901,  Mr.  Blocker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Hattie  Dean,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
who  was  residing  in  Florida  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Blocker  has  been  a lifelong  democrat  and 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  was  a delegate  to  the 
county  convention  and  was  sent  from  there  as  a dele- 
gate to  the  senatorial  convention.  He  served  for 
two  years  as  a member  of  the  city  council  and  for 
twro  years  as  mayor  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  gave  to 
the  city  a practical,  businesslike  and  progressive  ad- 
ministration, characterized  by  many  needed  reforms 
and  improvements.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity  and  has  been  exalted  ruler  of  the 
Elks  lodge  of  St.  Petersburg.  He  is  an  alert,  ener- 
getic and  wide-awake  business  man  and  citizen,  at 
all  times  interested  and  active  in  everything  that 
tends  to  promote  individual  advancement  and  general 
prosperity,  each  benefiting  largely  by  his  ambition, 
his  activity  and  his  enterprise. 


E.  FRANK  SPERRY. 

Since  E.  Frank  Sperry  came  to  Orlando  in  1885 
his  initiative,  enterprise  and  business  ability  have 
been  forceful  elements  in  the  upbuilding  of  many  of 
the  largest  industrial  concerns  in  the  city  and  he 
himself  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces 
in  general  municipal  development.  Various  business 
and  corporate  interests  have  profited  by  his  activity, 
many  of  them  owing  their  foundation,  expansion  and 
continued  growth  to  his  constructive  and  far-sighted 
work.  Today  he  is  ranked  among  the  city’s  indus- 
trial builders  and  his  aggressive  spirit,  untiring  labor 
and  organizing  power  are  active  in  the  promotion 
of  the  enterprises  upon  which  to  a great  extent  the 
city’s  security  rests. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  born  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  and 
after  acquiring  a public-school  education  engaged  in 
farming  and  merchandising  for  about  ten  years.  He 
later  turned  his  attention  to  manufacturing,  organiz- 
ing the  Sperry  Manufacturing  Company,  makers  of 


carriage  hardware,  and  he  continued  to  conduct  this 
enterprise  until  he  came  to  Florida  in  1885.  It  was 
his  intention  to  attend  the  New  Orleans  fair  and  to 
visit  Orlando,  but  within  twenty-four  hours  of  his 
arrival  in  this  city  he  had  purchased  a business  block 
and  had  determined  to  take  up  his  residence  here. 
He  organized  the  South  Florida  Foundry  & Ma- 
chine Works,  which  was  at  that  time  the  only  con- 
cern of  its  kind  south  of  Jacksonville.  It  is  an 
important  addition  to  the  industrial  resources  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  for  the  capital  stock  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  the  working 
force  numbers  from  fifteen  to  twenty  skilled  labor- 
ers. Mr.  Sperry  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
company,  but  important  as  this  connection  is  it 
forms  only  one  of  his  many  business  interests.  Pie 
is  president  of  the  Orlando  Citrus  Exchange,  a 
branch  of  the  State:  Exchange,  and  aided  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  association.  He  has  for  a number 
of  years  been  one  of  the  largest  orange  growers  in 
this  county  and  at  one  time  owned  with  a partner  two 
hundred  acres  in  bearing  groves.  He  has  probably 
done  more  than  any  other  individual  to  promote  the 
growth  in  Orlando  along  industrial  and  general  busi- 
ness lines  and  his  work  in  this  direction  is  untiring. 
He  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  to  the  city 
many  of  the  most  prosperous  industrial  institutions 
now  doing  business  here,  among  them  the  Phillips 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  he  has  been  constant 
in  his  support  of  progressive  public  movements,  giv- 
ing generously  of  his  time  and  means  in  their  pro- 
motion. 

Mr.  Sperry  married  Miss  Mary  W.  Pratt,  a native 
of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  and  a daughter  of  Ed- 
ward L.  and  Hulda  Pratt,  the  former  a brass  roller 
by  occupation.  Mr.  Sperry  is  a member  of  the  Uni- 
tarian church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  order,  having  joined  the  lodge  in  1865. 
There  is  in  him  a strong  initiative  spirit,  which  has 
made  him  during  the  twenty-eight  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here  a leader  of  public  thought  and  action  and 
a m older  of  public  opinion.  His  labors  have  in  large 
measure  been  directly  beneficial  to  the  community 
and  he  has  at  all  times  stood  for  progress  and  im- 
provement, his  worth  as  a man  and  a citizen  being 
widely  acknowledged. 


HON.  WILLIAM  SPENCER  MIDDLETON. 

Representative  of  the  new  spirit  of  the  south — 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  productive  of  results — is  Wil- 
liam Spencer  Middleton,  of  Pomona,  Florida,  a de- 
scendant of  an  old  and  distinguished  family,  who 
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worthily  carries  on  the  family  traditions  and  who  in 
both  a private  and  public  capacity  has  done,  in  a few 
years,  a life’s  labor  in  promoting  advancement  and 
growth  along  intellectual,  moral  and  material  lines. 
As  merchant,  mill  owner,  orange  grower,  stock-raiser 
and  farmer  he  has  promoted  his  own  prosperity,  it  is 
true,  but  his  success  has  become  an  asset  to  his  local- 
ity and  his  example  is  an  incentive  to  emulation.  As 
councilman,  county  commissioner,  school  director  and 
legislator  he  has  stood  valiantly  for  progress  and  re- 
form and  has  helped  to  shape  conditions  which  have 
made  possible  the  accelerating  upward  movement  that 
has  set  in  over  the  south. 

A native  of  Georgia,  William  Spencer  Middleton 
was  born  in  Wayne  county,  August  22,  1874,  a son  of 
W.  D.  and  Martha  M.  (Horton)  Middleton.  This 
branch  of  the  family  is  directly  descended  from  Arthur 
Middleton,  one  of  the  South  Carolina  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Arthur  Middleton  was 
the  son  of  Henry  Middleton,  who  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  in  1717  and  was  a delegate  from  that  state 
to  the  continental  congress  in  1774-1776,  in  which 
latter  year  he  was  succeeded  in  the  honor  by  his  son 
Arthur.  Henry  Middleton  died  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  June  13,  1784.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  W.  S.  Middleton,  worthily  represented  the 
name  of  the  family  in  Jesup,  Georgia,  where  he  en- 
joyed the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  foremost 
physicians  of  his  time  in  that  part  of  the  state.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  an  agriculturist  and  mer- 
chant. He  remained  in  Wayne  county,  Georgia,  until 
January  1,  1897,  when  he  came  to  Putnam  county, 
Florida,  locating  at  Shell  Bluff,  where  he  engaged  with 
his  sons  in  the  turpentine  business. 

William  Spencer  Middleton  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  educa- 
tion attended  country  schools  in  Wayne  county, 
Georgia,  coming  with  his  father  in  1897  to  Putnam 
county,  Florida,  where  he  was  connected  with  his 
father  and  brothers  in  the  turpentine  business.  He 
continued  this  relation  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  decided  upon  an  independent  career 
and  removed  to  Pomona,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  business,  his  sole  capital  consisting  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  He  was  successful  from 
the  start  and,  wisely  directing  his  efforts,  was  soon 
able  to  make  profitable  investments,  the  returns  from 
which  make  him  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
community.  He  is  interested  in  the  turpentine  busi- 
ness and  is  also  part  owner  of  the  business  conducted 
under  the  firm  style  of  C.  A.  Ivnowlton  & Company, 
is  connected  with  the  sawmilling  business,  is  a suc- 
cessful cattle  raiser  and  real-estate  owner  and,  above 
all,  has  become  widely  known  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive growers  and  shippers  of  oranges  in  his  locality. 


During  the  season  he  ships  daily  a carload  of  this 
fruit,  averaging  each  season  over  one  hundred  car- 
loads, and  he  has  a modernly  equipped  packing  house 
located  at  the  station  to  facilitate  the  transportation 
of  his  large  amount  of  fruit.  It  is  to  the  enterprising 
spirit  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Middleton  that  the  fast 
growth  of  this  state  is  largely  due  and  his  career  is 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  a fixed  and  unalterable  pur- 
pose, pursued  under  all  circumstances,  is  the  best 
motive  power  man  can  have,  in  order  to  succeed. 
Preeminently  he  is  a business  man  of  the  modern 
type,  shrewd,  able,  progressive  and  straightforward, 
careful  of  his  own  interests,  considerate  of  those  of 
others  and  influenced  at  all  times  by  the  desire  to 
make  his  work  of  benefit  to  the  community. 

On  April  8,  1903,  Mr.  Middleton  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Williams,  a daughter  of 
W.  M.  and  Florence  (McRory)  Williams,  of  Pomona, 
of  whom  more  extended  mention  is  made  in  another 
part  of  this  history.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Middleton  have 
three  children : William  Sylvester,  Clyde  Downing 

and  Aileen  Spencer.  The  parents  are  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  the  countryside,  both  being  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  ac- 
quaintance. Mrs.  Middleton  is  prominent  in  social 
circles  and  by  her  gracious  manner  and  many  accom- 
plishments has  made  numerous  friends. 

Although  the  business  interests  of  Mr.  Middleton 
are  numerous  and  extensive,  he  is  not  so  self-centered 
as  to  give  all  of  his  attention  to  his  own  interests  but 
welcomes  every  occasion  that  presents  itself  to  give 
evidence  of  his  public  spirit  and  his  conception  of 
righteous  citizenship.  He  has  ever  been  ready  to 
serve  the  public  when  called  upon  to  exert  his  ability 
in  the  interests  of  the  community  and  for  a number 
of  years  had  done  far-reaching  work  as  member  of 
the  town  council  of  Pomona,  always  giving  his  influ- 
ence to  the  promotion  of  such  measures  as  will 
benefit  the  public.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation is  evident  for  he  serves  on  the  school  board  of 
Pomona  and  from  January  1,  1907,  until  January  1, 
1909,  he  also  did  efficient  work  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  of  Putnam  county. 
He  made  the  race  for  the  democratic  nomination  for 
representative  from  Putnam  county  to  the  state  legis- 
lature in  the  general  primary  of  June,  1908,  but  was 
defeated  by  a small  majority  of  twenty-one  votes. 
He  has  since,  however,  been  elected  to  the  lower  house 
and  served  therein  for  two  terms,  doing  active  and 
effective  work  on  the  floor  of  the  house  and  in  com- 
mittee rooms  that  has  been  of  importance  to  the  state 
and  has  been  of  especial  benefit  to  the  district  which 
he  represented.  He  has  always  thrown  his  weight 
and  influence  on  the  side  of  such  movements  as  would 
uplift  the  people  and  has  been  an  irrevocable  foe  to 
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the  liquor  interests  which  he  has  successfully  fought 
for  many  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Gem  City 
Guards  of  Palatka  for  about  a year  or  until  that  or- 
ganization was  disbanded.  A member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  South,  and  active  in  Christian 
endeavor  work,  he  takes  interest  in  his  church  and 
its  allied  societies  and  is  a power  in  spreading  the 
Christian  doctrines  and  Christian  spirit  which  he  not 
only  preaches  to  others  but  which  he  lives  in  his 
everyday  life.  He  is  deeply  and  sincerely  religious 
but  manifests  that  kind  of  belief  that  finds  expression 
not  in  words  but  in  actions.  Fraternally  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  is  connected  with  Satsuma  Heights  Lodge,  No. 
63,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  exemplifies  the  beneficent  princi- 
ples of  the  brotherhood  in  his  relations  with  all  men. 
Wherever  known  he  is  highly  respected  for  his  un- 
faltering allegiance  to  principles  of  honorable  man- 
hood which  he  manifests  in  his  business  and  social 
relations  and  his  public-spirited  citizenship.  His  suc- 
cess is  directly  due  to  his  power  of  initiative,  his  sound 
practical  judgment  and  his  talents  for  organization, 
yet  his  high  rank  in  the  community  is  due  more 
largely  to  the  qualities  of  his  character  which  have 
made  possible  his  prosperity. 


MOSES  O.  OVERSTREET. 

Moses  O.  Overstreet  is  considered  one  of  the  indus- 
trial leaders  of  central  Florida  and  is  one  of  the  most 
conspicuously  successful  men  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  his  activities  affecting  many  vital  phases  of  com- 
munity development  and  influencing  especially  the 
financial,  political  and  economic  growth  of  Orlando, 
where  he  makes  his  home.  He  was  born  in  Georgia 
and  spent  his  early  manhood  in  that  state,  engaging  in 
a small  way  in  the  turpentine  business  in  Moultrie. 
He  has,  however,  resided  in  Orange  county  for  the 
past  fourteen  years.  In  1906  he  became  connected  with 
the  Overstreet  Crate  Company  of  Lockhart,  just  beyond 
Orlando,  and  by  the  exercise  of  his  organizing  power 
and  initiative  spirit  has  made  it  one  of  the  most  notable 
industrial  institutions  in  this  vicinity.  The  officers  of 
the  corporation  are : M.  O.  Overstreet,  president ; 

Benjamin  Drew,  vice  president ; and  T.  Picton  Warlow, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Overstreet  is  the  direct- 
ing head  of  the  concern  and  it  is  due  chiefly  to  his 
energy  and  thorough  knowledge  of  all  branches  of  the 
business  that  so  excellent  a record  has  been  made.  He 
has  spared  neither  money  nor  pains  to  equip  the  plant 
with  the  latest  improved  devices,  so  that  practically 
every  step  of  the  work  entering  into  the  manufacture 
of  the  various  products  of  the  factory  is  accomplished 


by  machinery.  A local  paper  gives  the  following  ex- 
cellent account  of  the  Overstreet  Crate  Company  and 
of  Mr.  Overstreet’s  association  with  it: 

“Mr.  Overstreet  first  became  connected  with  the 
enterprise  which  bears  his  name  in  1906,  when  he 
bought  a half  interest  in  the  establishment  which  was 
then  known  as  the  Warnell  Lumber  Veneer  Company. 
The  owners  of  this  business  were  D.  C.  Thompson, 
C.  A.  Root,  and  Will  and  A1  Schneider,  the  latter  of 
whom  now  operates  a large  mill  at  Plant  City.  Mr. 
Overstreet  bought  out  their  interests  in  the  Lockhart 
factory  and  for  one  year  ran  it  with  Mr.  Thompson 
as  manager.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Thompson  the 
present  corporation  was  formed,  with  Mr.  Overstreet 
as  president  and  general  manager.  The  business  is 
capitalized  at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  the 
stock  has  not  yet  failed  to  yield  handsome  dividends 
to  its  holders.  The  original  capacity  of  the  plant  was 
three  hundred  thousand  orange  boxes  and  three  hun- 
dred thousand  vegetable  crates  a year.  But  last  season 
one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  orange 
boxes  alone  were  turned  out,  not  to  mention  four  hun- 
dred thousand  tomato  and  peach  carriers  and  other 
vegetable  crates  in  proportion.  The  number  of  hands 
employed  averages  about  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  the  year  round.  During  the  winter  and  spring, 
when  the  department  devoted  to  basket  making  is  in 
operation,  this  number  is  somewhat  augmented.  All 
of  the  timber  used  in  this  large  concern  comes  from 
the  president’s  holdings,  Mr.  Overstreet  being  the 
largest  lumber  and  turpentine  dealer  in  this  part  of  the 
state,  with  four  important  turpentine  stills  at  Long- 
wood,  Clarcona,  Lake  Mary  and  Winter  Park.  The 
Overstreet  Turpentine  Company  is  in  fact  a separate 
corporation,  having  the  same  capitalization  as  the  crate 
factory.  Mr.  Overstreet  is  president,  while  T.  Picton 
Warlow  and  Charles  W.  Entzminger  are  associated  with 
him  as  secretary  and  treasurer  and  assistant  manager, 
respectively.  Enough  timber  is  now  in  sight  on  the 
Overstreet  holdings  to  run  the  crate  factory  at  least 
ten  years.  From  the  time  that  the  round  logs  are 
delivered  to  the  sawmill  in  one  part  of  the  yards  until 
the  finished  products  that  have  been  made  from  them 
are  transferred  to  the  immense  stock  rooms  to  await 
shipment,  every  phase  of  the  work  is  done  by  machin- 
ery. The  elimination  of  unnecessary  effort  has  been 
reduced  to  a science  and  many  of  the  machines  in  use 
seem  fairly  human  in  their  wonderful  efficiency  and 
accuracy.  One  of  the  most  interesting  of  these  is  a 
new  model  known  as  the  Billingsly  dado  machine, 
which  is  so  arranged  as  to  cut  two  different  lengths 
of  sticks  for  box  frames  at  the  same  time.  It  has  a 
capacity  of  thirty  thousand  box  frames  a day  and  is 
an  invention  that  was  worked  out  by  P.  L.  Billingsly, 
a mechanic  of  the  factory. 
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“In  the  same  department  are  to  be  found  Doig  nail- 
ing machines  gauged  to  drive  five  nails  or  more  at  the 
same  time,  and  large  planing  machines,  which  smooth 
off  the  sharp  edges  of  the  crates  and  prevent  damage  to 
the  most  tender-skinned  fruits  and  vegetables.  The 
upper  story  of  this  building  contains  wire  stitching 
machines  and  here  also  the  various  lengths  of  veneer 
wood  which  enter  into  the  construction  of  the  boxes  and 
crates  are  inspected  before  being  passed  on  to  their  final 
destination.  The  Overstreet  Company  operates  some 
thirteen  miles  of  railroad  between  the  lumber  camps  at 
the  south  and  east  of  Lake  Apopka  and  the  Lockhart 
factory,  and  keeps  two  forty-ton  locomotives  in  con- 
stant commission.  The  timber  used  is  the  finest  qual- 
ity of  yellow  pine.  Part  of  this  raw  stock  is  cut  into 
board  lengths  at  the  factory  sawmill,  to  be  used  for  the 
heavier  parts  of  the  crates  and  boxes,  while  the  rest  of 
the  logs  are  conveyed  to  the  immense  concrete  steam- 
ing bins,  where  they  are  subjected  to  several  hours’ 
immersion  in  steam  and  hot  air  and  cooked  to  the  very 
heart.  These  concrete  steaming  bins  were  the  first  of 
their  kind  to  be  used  in  the  south.  Wooden  plants 
were  formerly  used  for  the  same  purpose,  but  these 
decayed  so  rapidly  that  Mr.  Overstreet  finally  decided 
to  find  a more  substantial  material.  Since  the  erection 
of  these  concrete  bins  under  his  direction  other  veneer 
factories  have  adopted  the  same  material  with  equal 
success.  After  the  logs  have  become  thoroughly  soft- 
ened they  are  removed  from  the  bins,  the  bark  is  peeled 
off  and  they  are  placed  upon  a traveling  chain  which 
conveys  them  to  the  large  veneer  machine,  which  pro- 
ceeds to  slice  them  into  broad,  thin  strips,  having  every 
appearance  of  thick,  damp  paper  instead  of  wood. 
The  veneer  machine  is  truly  a remarkable  contrivance. 
It  has  a capacity  of  ten  thousand  complete  orange 
boxes  a day  and  can  be  gauged  so  as  to  cut  as  many  as 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thicknesses  of  wood  to  the 
inch.  The  cooking  of  the  timber  makes  it  possible  for 
the  machine  to  cut  accurately  without  regard  to  the 
grain  and  also  prevents  undue  wear  and  tear  on  the 
highly  tempered  knives.  All  of  the  log  is  used  except 
the  inner  core,  and  this  is  cut  into  suitable  lengths  and 
shipped  to  Orlando  and  other  local  points  for  firewood. 
The  veneer  strips  naturally  come  from  the  cutting  ma- 
chines in  a very  moist  condition  and  special  facilities 
have  been  provided  to  dry  them  rapidly  and  thoroughly. 
A large  dry  kiln  has  been  erected  and  in  this  all  of  the 
moisture  is  evaporated  from  the  strips  in  about  three 
hours.  In  connection  with  the  kiln  a large  Sirocco 
American  hot-air  blower  is  operated.  Probably  no 
other  factory  in  the  state  has  a more  complete  equip- 
ment of  the  kind.  Outside  air  is  drawn  into  the  build- 
ing in  a hurricane  gust  and  forced  through  a long 
system  of  superheated  pipes.  When  discharged  into 
the  dry  kiln,  some  distance  away,  the  air  is  decidedly 


more  than  hot  and  soon  renders  the  veneer  strips  ready 
for  final  conversion  into  fruit  boxes  and  vegetable 
crates.  The  stamping  of  the  package  covers  with  names 
and  trade  marks  of  the  company’s  patrons  is  another 
important  part  of  the  work  and  is  accomplished  in  one 
end  of  the  packing  house.  Two  stamping  machines  are 
kept  in  constant  use.  One  of  these  prints  two  colors 
at  the  same  time.  At  the  present  the  Overstreet  Com- 
pany has  three  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  dies  on  hand 
and  will  use  more  as  the  season  advances.” 

Besides  the  crate  factory  and  the  lumber  and  tur- 
pentine companies  which  bear  his  name  Mr.  Overstreet 
is  interested  also  in  the  Orlando  Irrigated  Farms  Com- 
pany, owning  a beautiful  new  subdivision  now  being 
opened  to  settlers  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Holden.  He 
is  president  of  the  Pineacura  Remedy  Company  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  that  institution,  president  of 
the  Peoples  National  Bank,  a director  of  the  Florida 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  the  Heard  National 
Bank,  both  of  Jacksonville.  He  is  also  a director  in  the 
Orange  County  Fair  Association,  which  he  aided  in 
organizing.  Since  settling  in  Orlando  he  has  been 
prominent  and  active  in  public  affairs  and  in  a politi- 
cal sense  is  one  of  the  notable  men  in  central  Florida. 
He  has  served  for  four  years  as  chairman  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  and  was  for  six  years 
president  of  the  Orlando  city  council.  Essentially  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited,  no  movement  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  community  along  any  line  lacks  his 
cooperation  and  hearty  support  and  his  influence  is 
always  on  the  side  of  right,  reform  and  progress  in 
business  and  public  life.  A resident  of  Orlando  for 
over  fourteen  years  and  closely  associated  with  indus- 
trial and  civic  interests,  he  has  gained  a wide  acquaint- 
ance here  and  a notable  place  among  the  city’s 
substantial  and  representative  business  men. 


THE  PEOPLES  NATIONAL  BANK 
OF  ORLANDO. 

Among  the  most  solid  and  conservative  financial 
institutions  in  Orlando  and  one  of  the  most  important 
elements  in  the  growth  of  the  community  along  general 
business  lines  is  the  Peoples  National  Bank.  This  was 
organized  in  1 9 1 1 by  a number  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  state,  James  C.  Pat- 
terson being  the  leader.  Ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the 
stockholders  and  all  officers  and  directors  are  residents 
of  Orlando  and  have  already  proven  their  ability,  in- 
tegrity and  business  discrimination  through  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  other  important  enterprises. 
The  official  board  of  the  bank  is  as  follows : M.  O. 

Overstreet,  president;  S.  Y.  Way,  first  vice  president; 
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C.  E.  Johnson,  second  vice  president;  and  C.  P.  Dow, 
cashier.  The  directors  are  : James  C.  Patterson,  chair- 
man of  the  board ; M.  O.  Overstreet ; S.  Y.  Way ; C.  E. 
Johnson ; B.  Drew ; J.  T.  Hendricks ; and  L.  H.  Gedge. 

The  Peoples  National  Bank  was  incorporated  with 
a capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  a reserve  sur- 
plus of  ten  thousand  dollars.  Its  officials  are  members 
of  the  American  Bankers’  Association  and  the  Florida 
Bankers’  Association.  A general  banking  business  is 
carried  on,  money  being  received  in  any  amount  for 
deposit  and  interest  at  four  per  cent,  compounded  semi- 
annually, allowed  on  time  deposits.  Money  is  loaned 
on  satisfactory  signature,  exchange  is  sold  on  all  the 
principal  money  centers  and  collections  are  made  and 
promptly  forwarded.  An  established  system  of  cor- 
respondents, composed  of  the  representative  banking 
institutions  of  leading  cities  everywhere  is  maintained, 
so  that  every  facility  is  possessed  for  rendering  on  all 
occasions  prompt,  reliable  and  satisfactory  service. 

The  growth  of  this  institution  has  been  such  as  to 
justify  the  management  in  the  purchase  of  a permanent 
home  in  the  heart  of  the  business  center.  This  new 
building  will  be  equipped  with  mahogany  and  marble 
fixtures,  tiled  floors  and  separate  departments  for 
ladies,  private  offices  for  the  officers  and  a commodious 
directors’  room  upon  the  second  floor.  The  front  part 
of  the  second  floor  will  be  furnished  as  a customers’ 
room  and  will  be  equipped  with  desks,  easy  chairs, 
local  and  long  distance  telephones,  a private  Western 
Union  telegraph  office,  daily  and  trade  papers  and  a 
public  stenographer.  The  vaults  will  include  separate 
departments  for  the  books  and  money  and  a special 
safe  deposit  vault  which  will  include  all  sizes  of  safe 
deposit  boxes. 

Throughout  the  two  years  of  its  existence  the  bank 
has  grown  steadily,  for  it  was  founded  upon  a substan- 
tial basis  and  its  fortunes  have  been  guided  by  energetic, 
determined  and  far-sighted  men.  The  guiding  policy 
of  the  institution  is  to  treat  every  patron  with  courtesy 
and  consideration,  to  meet  all  requirements  and  to  fur- 
ther individual  interests  at  all  times.  Every  official, 
director  and  employe  is  active  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  bank  and  takes  pride  in  maintain- 
ing the  highest  quality  of  service.  The  Peoples 
National  is,  therefore,  a valuable  addition  to  the  busi- 
ness resources  of  the  city. 


JULIUS  OTTO. 

As  deputy  clerk  of  the  Linked  States  district 
court  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida  and 
United  States  commissioner  at  Key  West,  Julius 
Otto,  prominent  lawyer,  faithful  official  and  shrewd 


politician,  occupies  a foremost  place  in  the  official 
life  of  this  city.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, on  February  29,  i860,  a son  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Otto,  who  was  born  in  the  famous  old  capital  of 
the  Prussian  kings,  Koenigsberg,  in  East  Prussia. 
There  the  father  was  reared  and  educated  and  sub- 
sequently gave  his  country  the  benefit  of  his  service 
as  surgeon  in  the  Prussian  army.  Crossing  the  At- 
lantic to  the  United  States  in  1848 — during  the  revo- 
lutionary year  that  threatened  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  all  Europe — he  afterward  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  army  in  New  York  city  and  was  later 
stationed  at  Tampa,  Florida,  being  at  that  city  during 
the  Indian  war  from  1856  to  1859.  At  Tampa  he 
married  and  at  the  close  of  the  Indian  war  returned 
with  his  wife  to  Boston,  where  our  subject  was  born. 
In  1861  Dr.  Otto  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  New  Hamp- 
shire Regiment  as  acting  assistant  surgeon  and  with 
his  regiment  was  sent  to  the  Dry  Tortugas,  seventy- 
five  miles  west  of  Key  West,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico. 
Later  on  during  the  Civil  war  the  Doctor  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  regular  army  and  was  stationed  at  Key 
West  as  acting  assistant  surgeon  to  the  end  of  the 
conflict.  At  the  close  of  hostilities  he  continued  in 
that  capacity  at  Key  West  in  the  regular  army  and 
occupied  that  rank  and  position  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1886.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a few 
years,  her  death  also  occurring  in  this  city.  Of  the 
five  living  children  born  to  this  marriage  Julius 
Otto  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  has  four 
living  brothers  and  sisters,  who  are : Mrs.  Eugene 
O.  Locke,  of  Jacksonville;  Lewis  Otto,  of  Key 
West;  Thomas  O.  Otto,  also  of  this  city;  and  Hat- 
tie M.  Otto,  of  Jacksonville.  Lewis  and  Thomas  O. 
Otto  are  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Key  West. 

Julius  Otto  was  but  a small  boy  when  his  father 
was  transferred  to  Key  West  near  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war  and  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent 
in  Key  West,  where  he  obtained  his  early  educa- 
tion. In  May,  1873,  when  but  thirteen  years  of  age, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  cigar  manufacturing 
concern  of  Seidenberg  & Company  of  this  city  and 
remained  with  that  firm  until  1880,  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  cigar  business  in  all  of  its  phases 
and  serving  at  the  wind-up  of  his  connection  with 
that  firm  as  assistant  bookkeeper.  In  1880  he  re- 
moved to  Jacksonville,  where  for  nearly  a year  he 
was  employed  as  a clerk.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
in  1881,  he  went  to  Boston,  his  native  city,  and  there 
for  more  than  a year  held  a position  in  a wholesale 
boot  and  shoe  house.  Removing  to  Manchester, 
New  Hampshire,  he  entered  upon  a position  in  the 
cloth  room  of  the  Amoskeag  Mills  at  that  place  but 
late  in  1882  returned  to  Key  West  for  a brief  visit, 
going  thence  to  Galveston,  Texas,  where  he  entered 
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the  services  of  a wholesale  hardware  concern  as 
entry  clerk.  He  later  was  a member  of  the  retail 
grocery  firm  of  Otto  & Millis,  of  Galveston,  but  early 
in  1885  returned  to  Key  West  and  soon  thereafter 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  government 
as  inspector  of  customs  at  Tampa.  This  connection, 
however,  was  terminated  by  the  coming  into  office 
of  Grover  Cleveland  on  March  4,  1885,  the  reason 
for  his  retirement  being  the  fact  that  Mr.  Otto  had 
always  been  a stanch  republican.  He  then  entered 
into  connection  with  the  South  blorida  Railroad 
Company  and  the  Peninsular  & Occidental  Steamship 
Company  at  Tampa,  continuing  so  for  three  years. 
Returning  subsequently  to  Key  West,  he  became 
bookkeeper  for  the  cigar  manufacturing  establish- 
ment of  Julius  Ellinger  & Company  and  a year  later 
accepted  the  position  of  cashier  in  the  Key  West 
custom  house  under  Collector  John  F.  ITorr.  In 
1893  he  again  had  to  give  up  this  official  connection 
because  the  democrats  came  into  power  and  he  re- 
turned to  the  firm  of  Julius  Ellinger  & Company  as 
bookkeeper,  the  firm,  however,  having  removed  in 
the  meantime  to  Tampa.  Returning  to  Key  West 
in  1896,  he  shortly  afterward  was  appointed  deputy 
clerk  of  the  United  States  court  for  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  Florida  and  United  States  commissioner  at 
Key  West.  On  May  7,  1897,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  on  February  14,  1900,  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  the  state  supreme  court.  In  1898 
he  had  also  served  as  member  of  the  prize  commis- 
sion during  the  Spanish-American  war.  He  resigned 
all  of  his  official  positions  in  October,  1898,  for  the 
purpose  of  accepting  the  position  of  immigrant  in- 
spector in  charge  of  the  port  of  Key  West,  a position 
which  he  successfully  and  efficiently  held  for  ten 
years  or  until  1908.  During  the  interval  from  1908 
to  1910  he  practiced  law.  On  July  15,  1909,  he  was 
reappointed  United  States  commissioner  and  Janu- 
ary 1,  1910,  deputy  clerk  of  the  United  States  court 
and  still  holds  these  two  positions,  discharging  his 
duties  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  superior  officers 
and  the  general  public. 

On  September  9,  1889,  Mr.  Otto  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Venentia  Lowe,  a member  of  the  well 
known  Lowe  family  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Otto  was  born 
in  Key  West  and  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  his  boy- 
hood days.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  belong  to  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  church,  of  which  they  are  devoted 
and  helpful  members.  Fraternally  Mr.  Otto  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a Knight  Templar.  Fie  is 
past  grand  master  of  the  state  of  Florida  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  also  past 
grand  patriarch  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
state  organization  of  that  body.  In  Masonry  he  is 
also  past  master  of  his  lodge  and  past  high  priest. 


After  an  active  and  useful  life  which  has  connected 
him  with  many  interests  Mr.  Otto  now  fulfills  his 
duties  as  United  States  official  with  such  gratifying 
results  that  he  receives  the  highest  respect  and  es- 
teem from  the  general  public.  He  is  always  inter- 
ested in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his  city 
and  can  ever  be  found  in  the  front  ranks  of  those 
who  seek  the  further  advance  of  Key  West  along 
lines  of  material  expansion  or  moral  and  intellectual 
development. 


JOHN  M.  BURDINE. 

John  M.  Burdine,  of  the  firm  of  Burdine  & Quarter- 
man,  dry-goods  merchants,  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  able,  far-sighted  and  progressive  business 
men  of  Miami,  his  success  being  the  result  of  special 
knowledge  of  the  dry-goods  business,  combined  with 
conspicuous  general  ability.  He  was  born  in  Verona, 
Mississippi,  January  8,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  William 
Burdine,  now  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  the  city  and  founder  of  the  dry-goods 
house  of  William  Burdine’s  Sons.  More  extended 
mention  is  made  of  William  Burdine  on  another  page 
in  this  work. 

John  M.  Burdine  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  community  and  practically 
grew  up  in  the  mercantile  business,  spending  his  time 
when  not  engaged  with  his  books  working  in  his 
father’s  store.  In  this  way  he  learned  every  phase 
of  the  business  by  personal  contact  with  it  and  much 
of  his  present  success  and  prominence  is  due  to  his 
exhaustive  early  training.  In  1890  he  came  to  Florida 
with  his  parents  and  lived  for  several  years  at  Home- 
land and  Bartow.  He  was  for  two  years  clerk  in  a 
drug  store  in  Tallahassee,  the  business  being  owned 
by  his  older  brother,  E.  L.  Burdine.  Later  he  was 
a partner  with  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  a dry- 
goods  store  at  Bartow  but  in  1898  the  business  was 
moved  to  Miami,  the  firm  name  being  at  that  time 
William  Burdine  & Son.  This  concern,  now  operat- 
ing under  the  name  of  William  Burdine’s  Sons,  is 
at  present  doing  business  in  Miami  and  is  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  city’s  mercantile  development.  John 
M.  Burdine  continued  his  connection  with  it  until 
1903,  when  he  withdrew  and  formed  a partnership 
with  Mrs.  Eva  P.  Quarterman,  who  for  several  years 
had  been  employed  as  a clerk  in  his  father’s  store, 
both  at  Bartow  and  in  Miami.  On  the  1st  of  August, 
1903,  Mr.  Burdine  and  Mrs.  Quarterman,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Burdine  & Quarterman,  opened  a large 
dry-goods  store  at  No.  308  Twelfth  street  and  since 
that  time  the  business  has  maintained  a steady  growth, 
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being  today  one  of  the  important  mercantile  estab- 
lishments in  Miami.  In  1906  the  increasing  volume 
of  business  made  larger  quarters  necessary  and  the 
enterprise  was  moved  to  Nos.  300-302  Twelfth  street, 
on  the  corner  of  Twelfth  street  and  Avenue  C.  They 
have  recently  added  a ladies’  ready-to-wear  and  mil- 
linery department,  making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive 
stores  in  the  city.  In  its  management  Mr.  Burdine 
has  shown  himself  to  be  a man  of  excellent  business 
and  executive  ability,  capable  of  forming  plans  readily 
and  of  carrying  them  forward  to  a successful  com- 
pletion, and  his  name  stands  in  Miami  today  as  a 
synonym  for  progressive  ideas  and  modern  methods 
of  merchandising.  He  is  in  touch  with  the  general 
business  life  of  the  city  through  his  membership  in 
the  Miami  Merchants’  Association  of  which  he  is 
secretary  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

On  September  28,  1903,  Mr.  Burdine  married  Miss 
Mary  Pauline  Quarterman,  eldest  daughter  of  his 
business  partner,  Mrs.  Eva  P.  Quarterman.  Mr.  Bur- 
dine is  well  known  in  social  circles,  where  his  fine 
qualities  of  mind  and  character  have  gained  him  many 
friends. 


CHARLES  WIGTON  WARD. 

Charles  Wigton  Ward  still  holds  the  title  of  the 
best  land  man  in  Florida,  although  he  has  recently 
severed  a great  many  of  his  most  important  business 
connections  here,  and  spends  the  summer  months 
abroad  or  in  the  north.  In  Kissimmee,  where  he  re- 
sides, and  throughout  Florida  he  is  regarded  not  only 
as  an  expert  judge  of  land  values,  but  also  as  a man 
whose  enthusiasm  and  ambition  unite  with  his  ability, 
resourcefulness  and  indomitable  energy  to  make  him 
one  of  the  most  distinctively  representative  business 
men  in  the  south.  He  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
Ohio,  March  14,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  M.  and 
Mary  J.  (Wigton)  Ward.  The  father  was  a native 
of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  followed  the  car- 
riage manufacturing  business  in  Ohio.  The  mother 
was  of  Scotch  extraction  and  a descendant  of  the 
Wigtons,  of  Wigtown,  Wigtownshire,  in  the  south- 
west of  Scotland. 

Charles  Wigton  Ward’s  father  died  when  he  was 
nine  years  old,  and  his  mother’s  death  followed  a few 
years  later.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  he  be- 
gan business  when  very  young,  spending  most  of  his 
early  life  in  railroad  and  telegraph  business  in  the 
west,  winning  promotion  to  the  position  of  telegraph 
superintendent.  He  was  also,  when  only  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  receiver  of  the  Hawkeye  Telegraph  Com- 


pany of  Iowa,  taking  hold  when  the  company  was 
bankrupt  and  putting  its  affairs  upon  a solid  business 
footing,  and  remaining  with  the  reorganized  com- 
pany as  secretary  and  treasurer  and  general  superin- 
tendent after  it  was  absorbed  by  the  Atlantic  & Pacific 
Telegraph  Company.  These  lines  finally  passed  to 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  Mr.  Ward 
then  engaged  with  the  Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany in  the  construction  of  its  lines,  and  remained  with 
that  company  until  that  corporation  also  was  swallowed 
by  the  Western  Union.  Although  urged  by  the  officials 
of  the  Western  Lhiion  to  continue  under  the  new  own- 
ership, Mr.  Ward  concluded  that  he  would  engage  in 
a more  independent  line  of  work  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  real-estate  business,  in  which  he  has  won  such 
prominence  and  success. 

The  late  Hamilton  Disston,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
responsible  for  Mr.  Ward's  removal  to  Florida.  In 
1894  Mr.  Disston  decided  to  import  an  expert  real- 
estate  man  of  tried  experience  and  wide  reputation  to 
take  charge  of  the  sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  his 
various  drainage,  sugar-development  and  land  com- 
panies. Mr.  Ward  was  at  that  time  operating  through- 
out the  west  from  Chicago  headquarters  and  was 
doing  an  annual  business  of  more  than  a million  dol- 
lars, his  field  extending  from  Chicago  to  the  Pacific 
coast.  Impressed  with  his  ability,  Mr.  Disston  en- 
gaged him  to  take  up  the  Florida  work  in  which  he 
continued  until  the  time  of  his  retirement.  Mr.  Diss- 
ton died  not  long  after  Mr.  Ward  entered  his  service 
and  at  a time  when  a general  depression  in  the  real- 
estate  market  made  his  vast  holdings  practically  un- 
marketable, but  owing  to  Mr.  Ward’s  energy,  ability, 
and  boundless  hope  in  the  future,  his  interests  were 
conserved  through  the  trying  period,  and  the  lands 
which  he  formerly  owned  have  steadily  increased  in 
value  since  that  time. 

In  1900  The  United  Land  Company  was  organized 
and  took  over  the  Disston  properties,  Mr.  Ward  as- 
suming the  management.  By  a great  deal  of  patient, 
skillful  work  he  created  a market  for  the  lands  and 
sold  various  tracts  in  different  parts  of  the  seven 
counties  embraced  by  the  company’s  holdings  at  from 
three  to  four  times  the  prevailing  prices.  With  the 
lands  changing  hands,  a general  revival  of  real-estate 
activity  began,  and  buyers  flocked  to  Florida  from  all 
over  the  country;  and  the  movement,  started  at  that 
time,  has  continued  with  increasing  volume  until  the 
land  market  in  Florida  is  doubtless  more  active  today 
than  in  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States,  with 
prices  several  hundred  per  cent  higher  than  when 
Mr.  Ward  revived  the  dead  market.  During  the  period 
covered  by  his  activity  in  Florida  he  has  handled  and 
sold  about  four  million  acres  of  land,  has  accomplished 
an  incomparable  work  along  lines  of  state  development 
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and  has  also  amassed  a fortune  for  himself  as  a re- 
ward for  his  foresight  and  business  ability.  He  has 
retired  from  active  business,  although  he  still  retains 
valuable  individual  holdings  in  several  counties,  and 
is  connected  through  investment  and  in  official  capacity 
with  various  investment  companies  and  other  corpora- 
tions. He  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  fact  that  dur- 
ing his  entire  business  career  he  has  been  able  to  keep 
out  of  the  law  courts  individually,  and  to  keep  his 
corporations  free  from  litigation  during  the  time  of  his 
connection  with  them.  Nothing  but  the  most  careful, 
honorable  dealing  would  insure  such  a record  in  opera- 
tions of  such  magnitude. 

Mr.  Ward  married  Miss  Cora  A.  Parkhurst,  of 
Iowa,  who  died  many  years  ago,  leaving  him  two  sons : 
Ralph  McQuiston,  who  is  in  the  importing  business 
in  New  York  city;  and  Charles  Wayne,  an  automobile 
dealer  in  the  same  city. 


HON.  HUGH  GUNN. 

Hon.  Hugh  Gunn,  county  judge  of  Monroe  county, 
was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  November  12,  i860, 
and  came  to  Key  West  with  his  parents  in  the  early 
’60s.  The  early  death  of  his  father  denied  him  the 
advantages  of  such  an  education  as  he  might  probably 
have  obtained  had  the  same  lived  and  he  therefore 
principally  attended  night  school,  studying  under  Pro- 
fessor Cappick,  now  deceased,  who  married  his 
cousin,  Maria  Kelly.  Judge  Gunn  made  his  inde- 
pendent start  in  life  in  the  cigar  factory  of  Martinez 
Ybor  & Company  in  1875.  He  subsequently  worked 
for  Seidenberg  & Company,  L.  B.  Conde  and  Baker  & 
DuBois,  cigar  manufacturers.  Early  he  became  con- 
nected with  political  life  and  was  elected  for  several 
terms  as  city  clerk,  served  as  supervisor  of  registration 
of  Monroe  county  for  two  terms,  and  although  indorsed 
by  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  that  county 
for  another  term,  was  not  appointed.  On  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Hon.  B.  B.  Whalton  as  county  judge  he 
was  appointed  as  the  county  judge’s  clerk,  which  po- 
sition he  held  until  the  death  of  Judge  Whalton.  There- 
upon he  was  appointed  to1  the  position  of  county  judge 
by  His  Excellency,  Governor  Gilchrist.  to  fill  the 
term  until  the  next  general  election.  He  entered  the 
primary  in  the  May  following  his  appointment  and 
won  by  a handsome  majority,  becoming  the  nominee 
of  his  party.  In  the  general  election  of  the  same 
year  he  had  opposition  but  was  elected  by  a good  ma- 
jority. In  the  last  general  election  he  had  no  oppo- 
nent. Although  he  is  not  a lawyer,  he  gives  excellent 
service  as  county  judge,  his  experience  standing  him 
in  good  stead.  Members  of  his  family  have  been 


also  connected  with  the  official  life  of  this  region, 
his  uncle,  Frank  Gunn,  having  been  elected  to  the 
position  of  sheriff  of  Monroe  county  in  1865.  Judge 
Gunn  is  of  Irish  extraction  and  proud  of  his  descent. 
He  is  not  married. 


RODDEY  B.  BURDINE. 

One  of  the  many  enterprises  to  which  the  city  of 
Miami  points  with  pride  as  factors  in  her  continued 
growth  is  the  large  retail  dry-goods  house  of  Wil- 
liam Burdine’s  Sons.  This  firm  controls  a large  and 
profitable  business  affecting  the  growth,  expansion 
and  development  of  the  city,  and  its  president,  Rod- 
dey  B.  Burdine,  occupies  a position  of  distinctive 
precedence  in  commercial  circles.  Lie  was  born  in 
Verona,  Mississippi,  October  14,  1887,  and  is  a son 
of  William  M.  Burdine,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the 
same  state  in  1843.  He  was  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  having  served  through  that  conflict  as  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  army  of  the  Confederacy,  and  after  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Mississippi  for  a number  of  years.  In  1891  he  came 
to  Florida,  locating  first  at  Bartow,  whence  in  1898 
he  moved  to  Miami,  where  he  founded  the  retail  busi- 
ness which  now  bears  his  name.  He  died  February  1, 
1911,  having  left  the  impress  of  his  work  and  per- 
sonality upon  the  business  history  of  this  section  of 
the  state.  His  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss 
Mary  Taylor  and  is  also  a native  of  Mississippi.  She 
makes  her  home  in  Miami  and  is  second  vice  presi- 
dent of  William  Burdine’s  Sons,  Incorporated.  She 
and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Robert  F.,  an  attorney  at  law  in  Miami  and  connected 
with  William  Burdine’s  Sons  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer; Roddey  B.,  of  this  review;  William  M.,  first 
vice  president  of  William  Burdine’s  Sons ; and  Bes- 
sie, who  is  a student  in  St.  Mary’s  College  of  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina. 

Roddey  B.  Burdine  was  but  a lad  when  the 
family  removed  to  Miami.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  city  schools  and  it  may  be  said  that  he 
practically  grew  up  in  the  establishment  of  which 
he  is  now  the  head,  for  when  not  engaged  with  his 
books  he  was  constantly  employed  in  the  store,  thus 
acquiring  a detailed  familiarity  with  every  branch 
of  the  mercantile  business  which  has  been  the  real 
foundation  of  his  present  success.  The  corporation 
of  William  Burdine’s  Sons  is  a powerful  and  influ- 
ential one,  having  a paid  up  cash  capital  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  concern  has 
the  distinction  of  possessing  the  largest  dry-goods 
house  in  Miami  and  one  of  the  largest  and  most  im- 


176 


FLORIDA 


portant  retail  stores  in  Florida,  west  of  Jacksonville. 
The  stock  is  owned  by  the  members  of  the  Burdine 
family  and  Roddey  B.  Burdine,  its  president,  is  a 
central  figure  in  commercial  circles  of  the  city,  his 
position  of  precedence  coming  as  a natural  result 
of  his  ability,  energy  and  enterprise.  A man  of 
initiative  and  of  splendid  executive  and  organizing 
ability,  he  has  brought  these  qualities  to  bear  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  business  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected, and  he  has  been  a force  in  its  continued  ex- 
pansion and  one  of  the  greatest  individual  elements 
in  the  growth  which  now  places  it  among  the  leading 
mercantile  establishments  in  southern  Florida.  Rod- 
dey B.  and  William  M.  Burdine  give  their  undi- 
vided attention  to  the  business  of  the  firm  and  much 
of  the  credit  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
house  is  due  to  them,  as  they  have  directed  and  con- 
trolled the  policy  of  the  institution  since  the  death 
of  their  father.  In  1912  these  two  members  of  the 
firm  as  its  active  managers  erected  on  Twelfth 
street,  in  Miami,  as  a home  for  their  large  depart- 
ment store  a handsome  five  story  business  block  of 
reinforced  concrete.  It  is  equipped  with  excellent 
elevator  service  and  everything  else  necessary  to 
meet  the  demands  of  their  rapidly  growing  trade.  It 
is  modern  and  up-to-date  in  every  particular  and  met- 
ropolitan in  its  aspect — a valuable  addition  to  the  busi- 
ness district  of  Miami.  The  firm  draws  its  trade  from 
many  of  the  best  people  of  the  city  and  its  patronage 
is  steadily  and  rapidly  growing,  for  the  business  meth- 
ods employed  are  such  as  merit  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  general  public. 

Mr.  Burdine  is  well  known  in  social  and  fraternal 
circles  of  Miami,  belonging  to  the  Tarpon  Club  and 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  prin- 
cipal musician  in  what  is  known  as  the  Second  Regi- 
ment Band,  one  of  the  most  popular  military  bands  in 
the  state  of  Florida.  Today,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six, 
he  is  an  influential  and  prominent  business  man  in 
Miami  and  his  record  is  a credit  to  the  name  that  has 
long  been  an  honored  one  in  this  community. 


LILBURN  ROGERS  RAILEY. 

Lilburn  Rogers  Railey,  is  an  attorney  at  law  in 
Miami,  with  a large  clientage,  and  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession has  made  that  steady  advancement  which  re- 
sults only  from  merit  in  handling  important  litigated 
interests.  He  is  still  a young  man,  with  opportunity 
before  him  to  attain  greater  success,  and  his  many 
friends  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  for  him  continued 
progress  in  the  field  of  his  chosen  profession.  He 
was  born  in  Liberty,  now  Bedford  City,  Virginia, 


April  4,  1884,  a son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Fleming  G.  Railey, 
a Presbyterian  minister,  now  located  at  Selma,  Ala- 
bama. The  father  was  a Confederate  soldier  during 
the  Civil  war  and  served  as  captain  of  Company  G, 
Third  Kentucky  Regiment,  during  the  war  with  Spain. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss 
Sallie  Goodloe  Barclay,  and  is  a native  of  Lexington, 
Virginia.  Mr.  Railey  comes  of  old  Virginia  stock 
on  both  sides,  his  father  having  been  born  in  Char- 
lottesville, in  that  state.  The  family  moved  to  Bloom- 
field, Kentucky,  and  later  to  Glasgow,  where  the 
father  held  an  important  pastorate.  In  1900  he  re- 
moved to  Kissimmee,  Florida. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Lilburn  R. 
Railey  attended  public  school  in  Bloomfield  and  Glas- 
gow, Kentucky,  and  began  his  independent  career  in 
Miami,  where  he  located  in  1903.  He  was  first  em- 
ployed as  a hardware  clerk  and  held  this  position  for 
two  years,  becoming  connected  in  1905  with  the  Acme 
Bottling  Works,  of  which  he  was  the  founder  and 
to  the  affairs  of  which  his  attention  was  given  for 
three  years,  or  until  January,  1909.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  had  begun  the  study  of  law  under  the 
direction  of  the  Chicago  Correspondence  School  and 
after  graduating,  June  30,  1909,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  receiving  the  right  to  practice  before  the  Florida 
courts,  October  28th,  of  the  same  year.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  general  practice  in  Miami, 
having  in  1911  formed  a partnership  with  Mitchell 
D.  Price  under  the  firm  name  of  Price  & Railey,  now 
one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  in  the  city,  con- 
nected through  its  large  practice  with  much  important 
litigation. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1910,  Mr.  Railey  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Tillie  Wigginton,  a native  of  Bloom- 
field, Kentucky,  and  an  acquaintance  and  schoolmate 
of  his  early  boyhood.  Mr.  Railey  is  connected  with 
the  Dade  County  and  the  Florida  State  Bar  Associa- 
tions and  fraternally  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  of  which  he  is  past  chancellor  and  past  grand 
representative.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in 
which  he  serves  as  deacon.  He  is  recognized  as  a 
strong  and  able  lawyer,  with  a thorough  understand- 
ing of  legal  principles,  while  his  application  of  points 
of  law  is  always  correct  and  logical. 


CAPTAIN  RICHARD  JOSEPH  ADAMS. 

For  an  extended  period  Captain  Richard  Joseph 
Adams  was  agent  for  various  steamship  lines  at  Pa- 
fatka  and  in  every  relation  of  life  his  course  com- 
manded for  him  the  respect  of  those  who  have  regard 
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for  the  virtues  of  integrity,  honesty  and  noble  pur- 
pose. When  death  called  him  he  was  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  of  Palatka  in  years  of  continuous  con- 
nection with  the  city.  His  birth  occurred  at  Caven- 
dish, Vermont,  May  3,  1833,  his  parents  being  Joseph 
and  Marinda  (French)  Adams,  who  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  in  the  Green  Mountain  state.  In  the  paternal 
line  he  came  of  the  Adams  family  which  gave  two 
presidents  to  the  country.  The  French  family,  loo, 
was  prominent  among  early  New  Englanders  and  was 
represented  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Adams  were  born  but  two  children,  the 
daughter  being  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart,  who  passed 
away  in  Boston  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Palatka. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  city  Captain  Adams  pur- 
sued his  education  and  entered  upon  his  business 
career  as  a clerk  in  a mercantile  establishment  in  Bos- 
ton, where  he  remained  until  1856.  That  year  wit- 
nessed his  arrival  in  Florida  and  soon  afterward  he 
became  an  active  factor  in  industrial  circles  in  Pa- 
latka. He  was  first  employed  as  a driver  of  a stage 
between  this  town  and  Tampa  in  connection  with 
Hart’s  mail  and  stage  line  which  furnished  the  only 
mode  of  travel  in  those  pioneer  times.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  joined  the  Confederate  army 
and  was  a brave  soldier,  experiencing  all  of  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  war  as  he  defended  the 
cause  in  which  he  believed.  Many  a night  he  used 
his  saddle  for  a pillow  as  he  slept  out  in  the  open, 
facing  all  kinds  of  weather.  Memoirs  of  Florida 
gave  the  following  account  of  his  army  experience : 
“R.  J.  Adams  joined  Norton’s  company  but  did  not 
enlist.  He  was  ordered  to  Indian  river  by  Colonel 
Dilworth  and  for  two  years  was  detailed  in  the  quar- 
termaster’s department,  being  enrolled  in  Company 
H,  Fifth  Battalion,  Florida  Cavalry.  During  the 
expedition  to  St.  John’s  Bluff  he  had  charge  of 
the  wagons  and  after  the  evacuation  was  left  with 
the  teams  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  to  get  out  as 
best  he  could.  By  dint  of  hard  work  and  much  worry 
he  managed  to  swim  the  creeks  with  his  animals, 
got  out  to  Waldo  and  stationed  there  for  some  time 
afterward  and  was  in  charge  of  the  wagon  train 
between  Bayport  and  Archer.  For  a month  he  was 
engaged  in  transporting  blockade  goods  between  these 
points.  Later  he  was  stationed  at  Gainesville  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  and  furnished  supplies  to 
all  the  commands  east  and  south  of  Suwanee  river. 
In  1864  he  was  relieved  by  Major  Hamilton  and  or- 
dered to  Fort  Meade  with  supplies  for  Dickinson. 
Fie  was  met  by  that  officer  at  the  Flat  ford  of  the 
Hillsboro  river  but  was  afterward  taken  prisoner  by 
deserters  and  his  wagon  train  burned.  I.ater,  after 
travelling  through  Alachua,  Levy  and  Hernando 


counties  he  got  to  Lake  City  and  joined  General  Fine- 
gan  at  Otustee,  where  he  helped  in  the  care  of  the 
wounded.  He  was  next  ordered  to  furnish  commis- 
sary supplies  from  his  wagon  train  until  he  joined 
Finegan  at  Camp  Milton,  where  he  remained  until 
the  brigade  was  ordered  back  to  Florida  from  Quit- 
man  and  there  he  remained  until  the  surrender.  One 
of  his  later  services  was  to  take  the  machinery  off 
the  gunboat  Columbine  from  Horse  Landing  to 
Waldo  by  wagon  train.” 

After  being  paroled  at  Waldo  in  May,  1865,  Cap- 
tain Adams  returned  to  Palatka  and  was  made  com- 
mander of  the  Silver  Springs,  owned  by  the  Hart 
line  of  steamers  and,  in  fact,  the  only  boat  on  the 
river  at  that  time,  all  others  having  been  captured  by 
the  Federals.  Later  he  was  in  command  of  the 
steamer  Ocklawaha,  the;  first  regular  passenger  boat 
in  the  river  service.  He  resigned  his  position  in  that 
connection  in  1872  to  engage  in  the  grocery  business 
in  Palatka  but  soon  afterward  disposed  of  his  store 
to  become  agent  for  various  steamship  lines,  in  which 
business  he  continued  until  his  final  illness.  He  not 
only  faithfully,  loyally  and  capably  represented  the 
different  companies  but  was  always  found  by  the 
public  to  be  a courteous  and  obliging  official  and  thus 
won  popularity  with  all  who  traveled  over  any  of 
the  lines  which  he  represented. 

On  the  2 1st  of  September,  1869,  at  Orange  Springs, 
Florida,  Captain  Adams  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emily  Frances  Holland,  of  Madison,  Georgia, 
who  was  born  in  Augusta,  that  state,  February  9, 
1846,  her  parents  being  Dr.  A.  S.  and  Elizabeth  B. 
(Bussey)  Holland.  The  father  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia who  was  reared  in  Georgia,  and  the  mother 
was  born  in  South  Carolina.  Their  last  days,  how- 
ever, were  spent  in  Georgia.  For  a half  century  Dr. 
Holland  was  a practicing  physician  and  his  life  work 
was  one  of  great  usefulness.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  but  Mrs.  Adams  and  a son  are  the  only 
ones  now  living.  One  of  the  sons,  Henry  A.,  died 
at  Cold  Springs,  Virginia,  while  serving  in  the  army 
when  but  eighteen  years  of  age.  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Adams  had  but  one  child,  Richard  Franklin,  who 
for  twenty  years  was  cashier  of  the  East  Florida  Sav- 
ings & Trust  Company  of  Palatka,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  settling  up  his  father’s  estate  which  includes  a 
large  orange  grove  and  a warehouse,  known  as  Adams’ 
warehouse,  on  the  St.  John  river.  Richard  F.  Adams 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Harp. 

Captain  Adams  belonged  to  the  Palatka  Veterans 
Association  and  thus  maintained  pleasant  relations 
with  his  old  army  comrades.  He  was  one  of  the 
best  known  residents  of  Palatka  and  in  his  younger 
days  was  a potent  factor  in  the  business  and  political 
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circles  of  the  community.  On  various  occasions  he 
was  called  to  public  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  was  also 
city  treasurer  and  was  a trustee  for  the  first  issue  of 
the  city  bonds.  He  entertained  decided  opinions,  his 
position  never  being  an  equivocal  one,  and  he  was 
justly  noted  for  his  strict  honesty  and  integrity,  it 
being  often  remarked  that  “his  word  was  as  good 
as  his  bond.’’  Palatka  honored  him  not  only  as  her 
oldest  resident  but  also  as  one  who  had  borne  impor- 
tant part  in  her  development  and  progress.  He  passed 
away  November  22,  1912,  leaving  behind  him  the 
memory  of  a well  spent,  honorable,  upright  life,  in 
which  devotion  to  his  family  and  his  friends  was  as 
strongly  marked  as  his  progressiveness  in  citizenship 
and  his  trustworthiness  in  business  affairs. 


THEODORE  HOFSTATTER. 

Among  the  most  eminent  and  successful  of  Miami’s 
citizens  is  numbered  Theodore  Hofstatter  of  Florida 
and  New  York,  connected  with  the  well  known  firm 
of  Hofstatter’s  Sons,  furniture  manufacturers,  and 
founder  of  the  decorative  branch  of  the  business  under 
the  name  of  Theodore  Hofstatter  & Company.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  designers  and  decorators  of  the 
United  States  and  his  career  has  been  an  honored, 
worthy  and  even  brilliant  one,  his  remarkable  work 
taking  him  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  merely  successful 
and  into  those  of  the  eminent.  Since  1911  he  has  been 
a resident  of  Miami  and  naturally,  being  a man  of 
initiative,  expert  ability  and  business  enterprise,  has 
been  carried  forward  into  important  relations  with  the 
financial  interests,  being  today  president  of  the  Miami 
Bank  & Trust  Company. 

Mr.  Hofstatter  was  born  in  Rastatt,  Germany,  in 
1848,  and  is  a son  of  Theodore  Hofstatter,  soldier, 
patriot  and  manufacturer,  who  has  left  the  impress  of 
a distinctive  personality  upon  the  military  and  indus- 
trial history  of  both  Germany  and  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Carlsruhe,  Baden,  and  received  train- 
ing as  a civil  engineer  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute 
there.  He  joined  the  army  and  was  attached  to  the 
heavy  artillery  branch  of  the  service  until  the  revolu- 
tion of  1848.  On  account  of  his  radical  views  which 
became  known  at  that  time  he  was  arrested  as  an  in- 
surgent and  imprisoned  in  Rastatt,  a prison  which  he 
had  aided  in  erecting  and  from  which  he  subsequently 
escaped.  Crossing  the  Atlantic,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  United  States  and,  in  partnership  with  his 
friend  Mr.  Schilling  who  had  been  a wood  carver  in 
the  fatherland,  started  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture 
in  New  York  under  the  firm  name  of  Hofstatter  & 


Schilling.  This  was  in  1851,  and  the  association  con- 
tinued for  several  years,  the  partners  building  up  an 
extensive  and  profitable  business,  and  finally  control- 
ling an  important  trade.  Mr.  Plofstatter  finally  pur- 
chased Mr.  Schilling’s  interests  and  conducted  the 
enterprise  alone  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
when,  the  same  spirit  of  patriotism  which  had  made 
him  an  exile  from  Germany  being  aroused,  he  joined 
the  Union  army,  enlisting  in  Company  E,  Fifteenth 
Heavy  Artillery  and  going  to  the  front  as  captain. 
However,  his  ability  as  an  engineer  soon  made  itself 
evident  and  he  was  released  from  field  duty  and  placed 
in  charge  of  construction  of  forts,  all  of  the  forts 
around  Alexandria,  Virginia,  having  been  built  under 
his  direction.  He  served  under  General  McClellan 
and  from  that  commander  elicited  flattering  commen- 
dation, winning  his  indorsement  of  the  adoption  of  the 
German  method  of  making  bombs  and  building  pow- 
der magazines.  Mr.  Hofstatter  was  later  made  com- 
mander at  Fort  Lyon  and  there  remained  until  the 
close  of  hostilities,  when,  with  a creditable  record  he 
returned  to  New  York  and  resumed  the  manufacture 
of  furniture  there.  He  built  up  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  industrial  concerns  in  the  Empire  state 
and  his  expanding  trade  affected  commercial  rela- 
tions in  many  parts  of  the  country,  although  his  pat- 
ronage was  drawn  chiefly  from  the  furniture  dealers 
in  the  south  and  in  California.  He  made  a specialty 
of  the  “Turkish”  upholstered  work  which  he  invented 
and  introduced  into  America.  He  continued  to  con- 
duct his  business  until  1871,  when  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  returned  to  Germany  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  is  honored  in  his  native  land  as 
a standard  authority  upon  many  scientific  subjects  and 
before  his  exile  was  the  author  of  several  scientific 
works,  one  on  light  and  optics.  Although  he  was  a 
son  of  an  attache  of  the  court  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
and  reared  in  the  atmosphere  of  royalty,  love  of  forms 
and  precedence  found  no  place  in  his  character  and  he 
continued  unbendingly  radical  to  the  close  of  his  life. 
Among  his  children  were  two  sons : Adolf  G.  and  The- 
odore, of  this  review,  who  have  continued  his  business 
and  expanded  it  to  meet  the  needs  of  these  more  mod- 
ern times. 

Theodore  Hofstatter,  of  this  review,  assumed  en- 
tire charge  of  his  father’s  extensive  business  after  the 
latter’s  retirement  and  continued  to  conduct  it  alone 
until  he  was  joined  by  his  brother  Adolf,  the  firm  being 
afterward  known,  so  far  as  the  wholesale  department 
of  the  business  is  concerned,  as  Hofstatter’s  Sons.  The 
elder  Mr.  Hofstatter  had  established  the  first  factory 
in  lower  New  York  and  it  was  continued  there  for 
some  time,  later  being  moved  to  East  Thirteenth  street 
where  it  has  since  remained.  This  concern,  however, 
has  retained  its  original  scope,  it  being  entirely  a whole- 
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sale  manufacturing  house  in  which  the  brothers  are 
equally  interested.  In  1885,  however,  Theodore  Llof- 
statter,  recognizing  a wider  need,  established  under 
the  firm  name  of  Theodore  Hofstatter  & Company  a 
decorative  branch  of  the  business,  of  which  he  has 
since  continued  the  head,  his  own  artistic  predilections 
and  his  remarkable  sense  of  form  and  color  forming 
the  foundations  of  his  great  success.  Mr.  Hofstatter 
has  kept  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  fashionable  taste, 
but  has  never  sacrificed  historical  accuracy,  and  his 
decorations  conform  to  the  least  detail  to  those  of  the 
period  they  are  intended  to  reproduce.  It  is  easy  to 
trace  the  influence  of  the  three  Louis’,  of  Caffieri, 
Gouthiere,  Reisener,  Fragonard,  Greuze,  Boucher, 
Martin  and  the  rest  upon  his  work.  Mr.  Hofstatter 
excludes  cabinet  work  proper  from  the  field  of  his 
activities,  but  can  furnish  examples  of  decorative  work 
in  which  his  ancient  French  predecessors  gained  dis- 
tinction : tapestries  of  Gobelins  or  Beauvais,  executed 
with  rare  skill  and  artistic  sense.  He  has  developed 
some  strikingly  original  designs  also  and  has  made  his 
name  stand  for  all  that  is  most  desirable,  beautiful  and 
in  best  taste  in  modern  interior  decoration.  His  fac- 
tory is  on  Broadway  near  Twelfth  street,  New  York 
city,  and  his  extensive  trade  is  drawn  almost  exclu- 
sively from  furniture  dealers,  he  doing  very  little  work 
for  private  patrons.  He  has  executed  contracts  for 
work  in  many  of  the  prominent  public  buildings,  includ- 
ing the  City  Club,  the  Down-Town  Club,  the  Arkwright 
Club  and  nine  floors  of  the  Hotel  Savoy.  Along  lines 
■of  his  profession  he  was  president  of  the  Furniture 
Board  of  Trade  for  about  five  years  and  has  been  pres- 
ident of  the  Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’  Club.  He 
is  an  inventor  of  unusual  skill  and  success  and  has 
patents  upon  a number  of  useful  devices  applied  to  the 
manufacture  of  furniture.  In  New  York  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Veteran  Association  of  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment, and  belongs  also  to  the  Morris  Club  and  the 
Morton  Commandery,  Knights  Templar. 

Although  still  retaining  his  New  York  interests  and 
giving  to  them  his  active  supervision  Mr.  Hofstatter 
Fas,  since  1911,  made  his  home  in  Miami,  where  he  has 
attained  a high  place  in  business  and  gained  the  warm 
regard  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  socially. 
His  failing  health  necessitated  his  removal  to  the 
warmer  Florida  climate  and  the  city  has  thus  gained 
a valued  addition  to  the  ranks  of  her  business  men  and 
financiers.  He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Miami 
Bank  & Trust  Company  in  1912  and  has  since  been  its 
president,  displaying  his  usual  initiative  spirit,  and 
power  of  control  in  the  discharge  of  his  important 
duties. 

Mr.  Hofstatter  married  April  9,  1869,  Miss  Haidee 
B.  Taylor,  a native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  They 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
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survive:  Julia,  who  married  Courtlandt  Morris  of 
Sound  Beach,  Connecticut ; Haidee,  now  Airs.  Thomas 
Graham,  a widow  of  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey;  Ern- 
est W.,  a lawyer  of  New  York  city;  Lillian,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  Bissicks  of  Atlantic  City, 
New  Jersey;  Roscoe,  who  resides  with  his  parents  in 
Aliami ; Selma,  who  married  Harry  Bennett  of  Tea- 
r.eck,  New  Jersey;  and  Theodore,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years. 

AJr.  Hofstatter  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  his  time  and,  having  ably  car- 
ried forward  the  work  begun  by  his  remarkable  father, 
has  added  to  it  something  of  his  own,  making  for 
broader  and  better  industrial  conditions  and  increased 
industrial  expansion.  He  belongs  to  that  public-spir- 
ited, useful  and  helpful  type  of  men  whose  ambitions 
and  desires  are  centered  and  directed  in  those  chan- 
nels through  which  flow  the  greatest  and  most  perma- 
nent good  to  the  greatest  number  and,  while  his  chief 
life  work  has  been  that  of  a remarkably  successful 
business  man,  the  range  of  his  activities  and  the  scope 
of  his  influence  have  reached  far  beyond  his  special 
field. 


FRANK  FI.  WHARTON. 

Frank  H.  Wharton,  who  has  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Miami,  has 
throughout  the  sixteen  years  of  his  residence  here 
been  prominently  connected  with  its  commercial  and 
political  life.  He  has  been  mayor  of  the  city  and 
otherwise  active  in  public  affairs,  while  as  president 
of  the  Afagnolia  Grocery  Company  he  occupies  a de- 
servedly high  place  in  business  circles.  He  was  born 
in  Rockbridge,  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  April  11,  1870, 
and  is  a son  of  William  A.  Wharton,  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  when 
he  was  still  a young  man.  The  father  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Hocking  county  for  a number 
of  years,  dying  upon  his  homestead  in  1900.  Flis 
wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Martha  Jane  Stew- 
art, was  also  a native  of  Virginia.  She  now  makes 
her  home  in  Rockbridge,  Ohio,  and  has  reached  the 
age  of  eighty-four. 

On  his  father’s  farm  in  Hocking  county,  Ohio, 
Frank  LI.  Wharton  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  He  is  essentially 
a self-made  man,  for  he  has  been  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources  from  an  early  age  and  the  success 
which  is  his  today  is  entirely  the  result  of  his  own 
unremitting  efforts  and  unflagging  determination.  Lie 
remained  at  home  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
and  then  bade  his  father  and  mother  good-by  and  with 
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their  full  consent  set  out  to  seek  his  fortune.  He 
came  immediately  to  Florida,  where  lie  located  in 
Lake  county  and  obtained  a position  as  teacher  in 
the  public  schools,  doing  able  work  in  this  capacity 
for  seven  years.  While  thus  engaged  he  planted  an 
orange  grove  and  became  also  active  in  the  business 
life  of  Mascotte.  There  he  obtained  a position  as 
clerk  in  a store  and  by  unremitting  industry,  enter- 
prise and  diligence  worked  his  way  upward  until 
he  became  a partner  in  the  concern.  The  cold 
weather  of  the  year  1895  destroyed  his  orange  crop 
and  influenced  his  determination  to  move  to  Crescent 
City,  where  for  some  time  he  worked  as  a cross  tie 
contractor,  moving  in  1897  to  Altoona.  He  spent 
one  year  in  that  city  engaged  in  his  former  line  of 
work  and  then  went  to  Daytona,  whence  in  Novem- 
ber, 1897,  he  came  to  Miami,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  a period  of  sixteen  years.  He  is,  therefore, 
numbered  among  the  oldest  residents  here  and  his 
energy  ability  and  personality  have  been  powerful 
elements  in  the  community's  growth  and  upbuilding. 
He  worked  at  various  employments  in  Miami,  when 
the  city  was  still  a hamlet,  his  occupations  including 
work  on  a dredge  boat  and  as  a clerk  in  a local  gro- 
cery store.  In  1903,  however,  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  establishing  a retail  grocery  store, 
with  the  conduct  of  which  he  is  still  connected.  He 
is  president  and  principal  stockholder  in  the  Mag- 
nolia Grocery  Company,  Incorporated,  controlling  a 
profitable  and  growing  business  located  at  the  corner 
of  Fourth  street  and  Avenue  D.  Much  of  the  credit 
for  the  rapid  expansion  and  continued  growth  of 
this  enterprise  is  due  to  Mr.  Wharton’s  splendid  busi- 
ness and  executive  ability,  his  careful  management 
and  his  supervision  of  details,  and  the  business  is 
now  considered  one  of  the  most  important  of  Miami’s 
commercial  resources.  Mr.  Wharton  is  a progres- 
sive and  wide-awake  business  man,  capable  of  form- 
ing plans  readily  and  of  carrying  them  forward  to 
successful  completion,  and  today  he  occupies  a high 
place  among  the  substantial  and  representative  men 
of  this  community. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1897,  in  Lake  county,  Florida, 
Mr.  Wharton  married  Miss  Ola  B.  Hinson,  a native 
of  that  section,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Florence  Estelle,  aged  fourteen;  Floy  Ruth, 
twelve;  Frankie  Fay,  ten;  and  Fannette  Ola,  aged 
three.  Fraternally  Mr.  Wharton  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar, and  he  is  a member  also  of  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  He 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party 
and  is  a force  in  local  politics,  his  public  spirit  being 
of  the  progressive  kind  which  evidences  itself  in 


personal  service.  He  was  for  six  years  on  the  city 
council  and  was  president  of  that  body  for  two  years, 
his  influence  during  that  time  being  always  on  the 
side  of  advancement  and  progress  in  community 
affairs.  In  1907  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Miami 
and  was  reelected  in  1909,  serving  in  all  four  years 
and  giving  to  the  city  a straightforward,  businesslike 
and  constructive  administration.  Elis  interests  are 
thoroughly  identified  with  those  of  Miami,  where 
he  has  so  long  resided,  and  he  is  ever  ready  to  lend 
his  aid  and  cooperation  to  any  movement  calculated 
to  promote  municipal  growth  or  to  advance  the  gen- 
eral development. 


JEPTHA  VINING  HARRIS,  M.  D. 

No  man  in  Key  West  is  more  highly  esteemed  or 
sincerely  respected  than  Dr.  Jeptha  Vining  Harris, 
who  since  1S70  has  practiced  medicine  and  surgery 
in  the  city.  Fie  is  not  only  an  able  and  successful 
physician  but  is  honored  also  as  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  as  a man  whose  life  has  been  controlled  and 
dominated  by  high  standards  of  professional  and  per- 
sonal integrity,  of  honor,  industry  and  right  living. 
He  was  born  in  Abbeville  district,  South  Carolina, 
May  28,  1839,  and  comes  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
families  in  the  south,  tracing  his  genealogy  back  to 
England  and  thence  to  France,  his  early  ancestors 
having  come  from  that  country  to  Great  Britain  with 
William  the  Conqueror.  The  line  was  founded  in 
America  by  Henry  Harris,  who  received  from  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  a grant  of  land  near  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, embracing  one  hundred  square  miles.  Henry 
Harris’  descendants  became  prominent  throughout 
the  southern  states,  intermarrying  with  many  of  the 
finest  southern  families,  including  the  Washingtons, 
the  Laniers,  the  Daniels,  the  Carters,  the  Watkins, 
the  Waltons,  the  Hunts  and  the  Stuarts  of  Virginia. 
Dr.  Harris’  paternal  grandfather,  whose  name  was 
also  Jeptha  Vining  Harris,  w^as  one  of  the  largest 
cotton  planters  and  slave  owners  in  the  state  of 
Georgia  in  his  time,  also  owning  extensive  holdings 
in  Mississippi  and  controlling  over  two  thousand 
slaves.  He  became  prominent  in  the  military  affairs 
of  Georgia,  serving  as  first  major  general  of  the 
state  militia.  His  son  Colonel  James  Walton  Harris, 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  spent  most  of 
his  life  in  Mississippi,  where  prior  to  the  Civil  w^ar 
he  was  a prominent  cotton  planter,  owning  six  hun- 
dred slaves.  He  married  Martha  Watkins,  also  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  southern  families. 

Dr.  Harris  removed  with  his  parents  to  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  in  1844  and  he  there  acquired  his  educa- 
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tion,  attending  the  Odd  Fellows  high  school  and  later 
the  University  of  Mississippi,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1859.  Being  interested  in  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, he  attended  medical  lectures  in  the  University 
of  New  York  and  in  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Charleston  and  afterward,  having  determined 
to  make  the  practice  of  this  profession  his  life  work, 
he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  New  Orleans,  graduating  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  March,  1861.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  between  the  states  he  enlisted  as  a private 
in  the  army  of  the  Confederacy,  later  serving  as  a 
sharpshooter  and  then  as  assistant  surgeon,  making 
a creditable  record  in  all  of  these  positions.  He  was 
later  transferred  to  the  Confederate  navy  and  was 
discharged  from  the  flag  ship  Nashville  at  the  close 
of  hostilities.  Dr.  Flarris  came  to  Florida  in  1870 
and  purchased  a tract  of  land  whereon  the  city  of 
Miami  now  stands.  Coming  to  Key  West  he  has 
for  over  forty  years  remained  an  honored  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  the  city.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  practice. 

In  March,  1861,  Dr.  Harris  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  Perkins,  of  Columbus,  Mississippi. 
They  have  three  living  children,  as  follows:  Hon.  J. 
Mining,  one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  in  Key 
West ; Louis  A.,  also  a practicing  lawyer  in  this  city 
and  one  of  the  best  criminal  lawyers  in  the  state  of 
Florida  ; and  Mattie,  the  wife  of  R.  FI.  Richard,  of 
Marshall,  Georgia.  Dr.  Harris  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and,  although  not 
an  office  seeker,  served  as  collector  of  customs  at  the 
port  of  Key  West  under  the  first  administration  of 
Grover  Cleveland. 


ENRIQUE  RODRIGUEZ,  M.  D. 

Among  the  prominent  and  able  men  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Key  West  is 
Dr.  Enrique  Rodriguez,  who  since  1893  has  been  a 
resident  of  the1  city.  He  is  a native  of  Havana,  Cuba, 
born  February  4,  1868,  and  is  a son  of  Ramon  and 
Rosario  (Basso)  Rodriguez,  the  former  born  in  Ma- 
tanzas  and  the  latter  in  Havana.  Representatives  of 
the  paternal  branch  of  this  family  have  lived  in  Cuba 
for  many  generations  and  the  name  is  a well  known 
and  highly  respected  one  on  that  island.  The  father 
was  educated  in  New  York,  where  he  studied  civil  en- 
gineering, engaging  in  the  practice  of  this  profession 
during  all  of  his  active  life.  He  became  a naturalized 
American  citizen  and  was  in  business  in  the  United 
States  for  several  years.  He  and  his  wife  have  passed 
away. 


Dr.  Enrique  Rodriguez  spent  his  early  childhood  in 
Havana  and  was  sent  to  Barcelona,  Spain,  to  be  edu- 
cated. After  completing  his  preparatory  work  he 
entered  Barcelona  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  medicine,  November  7,  1893.  He  was 
at  that  time  twenty-five  years  of  age  and  leaving 
Spain  he  came  to  America  settling  in  the  same 
year  in  Key  West,  where  he  has  since  resided  con- 
tinuously engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery.  Through  a residence  of  twenty 
years  here  he  has  been  accorded  an  extensive  and 
representative  patronage,  and  his  success  in  its  con- 
duct has  placed  him  among  the  prominent  members 
of  the  medical  fraternity  in  the  city.  Fie  possesses 
a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  underlying  prin- 
ciples of  medicine  and  he  has  remained  a student 
always,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  med- 
ical thought  and  with  the  trend  of  modern  progress 
along  professional  lines.  I11  1906  he  served  for 
six  months  as  acting  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United 
States  Marine  Hospital  and  in  the  public  health 
service  at  Havana,  and  along  lines  of  his  profession 
is  a member  of  the  Florida  State  Medical  Society. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  Fie  is  well  known  in  social 
circles  of  the  city  where  he  makes  his  home  and 
during  the  twenty  years  of  his  residence  has  by 
reason  of  his  superior  professional  attainments  and 
his  close  adherence  to  the  highest  standards  of  pro- 
fessional ethics  commanded  the  respect,  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  brethren  of  the  medical  fraternity 
and  of  the  local  public. 


EDMUND  B.  GARNER. 

Edmund  B.  Garner,  manager  of  Dr.  Ronalds' 
beautiful  three  thousand  acre  estate  near  Tallahassee, 
was  born  in  Norfolk,  England,  October  13,  1870. 
He  is  a son  of  Stephen  and  Susan  (Barkham)  Gar- 
ner, natives  of  Kent  county,  England,  where  the 
father  still  resides.  The  mother  passed  away  in 
1908.  To  their  union  were  born  eight  children: 
Pamela,  Stephen,  Wesley,  Polly,  Horace,  Edmund 
B.,  Ernest  and  Kate. 

Edmund  B.  Garner  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  in  Kent  county,  England,  and  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  In  1888 
he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Florida,  where 
for  some  time  he  engaged  in  grape  culture  and  in 
the  wine  business.  He  is  now  manager  of  the  ex- 
tensive estate  belonging  to  Dr.  Ronalds  and  holds  a 
very  responsible  and  important  position,  having  un- 
der his  care  the  development,  improvement  and 
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beautification  of  three  thousand  acres  of  land.  He 
gives  his  undivided  attention  to  the  property,  super- 
intending its  operation  to  the  least  detail,  and  has 
made  it  by  his  businesslike  and  progressive  manage- 
ment one  of  the  most  beautiful  estates  in  Florida. 
One  of  the  innovations  is  the  introduction  of  the 
Alemrites  Fordi  or  Chinese  varnish  or  wood  oil  tree, 
of  which  an  experimental  planting  of  three  acres 
has  been  made. 

In  May,  1892,  Mr.  Garner  married  Miss  Grace  A. 
Morel,  a daughter  of  Louis  B.  Morel,  who  was  cap- 
tain of  the  Stuart  Horse  Artillery  in  the  Confed- 
erate army.  He  died  in  September,  1911.  This 
family  is  of  old  Revolutionary  stock,  its  members 
being  direct  descendants  of  Nathaniel  Greene,  of 
the  Continental  army.  Previous  to  her  marriage  Mrs. 
Garner  taught  in  the  schools  of  Leon  county  for 
three  years.  She  and  her  husband  have  three  chil- 
dren: Edmund  B.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  June  10,  1903; 
Grace,  whose  birth  occurred  April  22,  1904;  and 
Donald  Hugh,  born  June  3,  1905. 

Mr.  Garner  attends  the  Episcopal  church  and  fra- 
ternally is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
is  prominent  in  democratic  politics,  having  served  on 
the  democratic  executive  committee,  and  his  support 
can  always  be  relied  upon  to  further  progressive 
public  measures. 


JAMES  ARTHUR  HOLLOMON. 

The  rapid  yet  substantial  growth  of  Jacksonville  has 
furnished  a broad  field  for  the  real-estate  dealer,  and 
the  growth  and  progress  of  the  city  are  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  men  who  are  most  active  along  that  line. 
The  name  of  James  Arthur  Hollomon  is  well  known  in 
real-estate  circles  and  also  in  connection  with  financial 
interests.  With  ability  to  plan  and  to  perform,  he  has 
steadily  advanced  in  the  business  world  and  in  recent 
years  has  controlled  undertakings  of  much  importance, 
thus  winning  recognition  as  one  of  the  foremost  and 
valued  citizens  of  the  Florida  metropolis.  He  was  born 
in  Hertford  county,  North  Carolina,  November  24, 
1869,  a son  of  Leonard  and  Temperance  Annie  Hollo- 
mon. Liberal  educational  opportunities  were  accorded 
him,  for  he  supplemented  the  public  school  course  by 
study  in  the  Wake  Forest  College  of  North  Carolina, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  on  the  12th  of  June,  1890.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  journalism  and  was  active  in  that  field  of 
labor  for  many  years,  continually  progressing  until  he 
became  widely  known  as  managing  editor  of  the  At- 
lanta Journal  and  afterward  as  Washington  corres- 
pondent and  political  commentor  for  that  paper.  He 


withdrew  from  active  connection  with  journalism  in 
1905  to  engage  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Jackson- 
ville, Florida,  recognizing  the  broad  opportunities 
here  offered  owing  to  conditions  which  were  bringing 
about  the  rapid  growth  and  improvement  of  the  city. 
He  organized  the  Jacksonville  Development  Company 
and  also  the  Tampa  Bay  Land  Company,  corporation 
names  which  now  figure  prominently  in  connection  with 
the  business  interests  of  the  state.  Fie  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  land  values  and  city  realty  and  has  so 
directed  his  efforts  that  success  in  large  measure  is  his. 
Moreover,  he  is  the  president  of  the  Lackawanna 
Spring  & Hotel  Company  and  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Securities  Company.  He  finds  ready  solution  for 
difficult  financial  and  business  problems,  quickly  dis- 
criminates between  the  essential  and  the  non-essential, 
and  in  the  utilization  of  the  former  has  gained  a place 
among  the  foremost  citizens  of  Jacksonville,  his  capa- 
bility being  recognized  by  all. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  Hollomon  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Gertrude  Iverner, 
a daughter  of  Richard  P.  Kerner,  of  Kernersville, 
North  Carolina,  and  a granddaughter  of  the  founder 
of  the  Moravian  colony  that  settled  in  Forsyth  county, 
North  Carolina,  after  coming  direct  from  Germany  to 
the  new  world.  Mr.  Hollomon  is  a Baptist  in  his  re- 
ligious faith  and  a democrat  in  his  political  belief.  He 
does  not  seek  nor  desire  public  office,  however,  pre- 
ferring to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business 
affairs.  Keen  sagacity  has  characterized  all  his  invest- 
ments and  reliable  dealing  has  been  one  of  the  features 
of  his  business  career  that  has  won  for  him  the  high 
and  honorable  reputation  which  he  now  enjoys. 


JAMES  R.  WALSH. 

James  R.  Walsh,  practicing  architect,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Jacksonville  since  June  1,  1895,  and  is 
now  and  has  been  during  the  past  eight  years 
located  in  the  Herkimer  building.  During  his  Jack- 
sonville practice  he  has  been  identified  with  a num- 
ber of  prominent  buildings,  both  since,  and  before, 
the  big  fire  of  May  3d,  1901.  The  church  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception,  on  the  corner  of  Ocean  and 
Duval  streets,  and  the  First  Unitarian  Congregational 
church,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Hogan  and  Union 
streets,  are  among  the  more  prominent  public  buildings 
of  his  planning.  Among  the  mercantile  buildings 
should  be  mentioned  three  for  Dr.  E.  M.  L’Engle, 
one  of  which  is  on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Forsyth 
streets,  of  reinforced  concrete  and  when  finished 
will  be  ten  stories  in  height.  He  was  also  architect 
for  the  same  client’s  new  residence  at  Ingleside  on 
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the  bank  of  the  St.  Johns  river,  one  of  the  finest 
residences  of  Jacksonville  The  floor  scheme  of  this, 
however,  was  the  work  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L’Engle  and 
is  conceded  to  be  unsurpassed  for  an  ideal  arrange- 
ment. 

We  would  also  devote  a line  to  Mr.  Walsh’s  hotel 
work,  which  has  been  very  satisfying  to  his  clients, 
planning  as  he  did  the  improvements  to  the  Everett, 
also  the  Hotel  Albert  and  Hotel  Jackson,  the  two 
latter  for  R.  W.  Simms  of  this  city.  There  is  prob- 
ably no  hotel  in  town  more  ideal  in  its  planning  and 
furnishings  than  the  Jackson,  if  indeed  it  has  an 
equal. 

Mr.  Simms  has  also  entrusted  the  designing  of 
his  residence,  now  under  process  of  construction, 
to  Mr.  Walsh.  When  completed  this  building  will 
no  doubt  top  the  list  for  residence  work  in  Jack- 
sonville. 

Mr.  Walsh  was  born  at  North  Litchfield,  Herkimer 
county,  New  York,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1854. 
Litchfield  is  located  close  to  Utica,  although  not  in 
the  same  county,  and  is  separated  from  that  city  by 
only  about  six  miles.  It  was  here  he  spent  his 
younger  days  and  received  his  earlier  education,  his 
technical  work  being  completed  in  New  York.  After 
spending  a number  of  years  as  draftsman  in  and 
about  New  York,  Mr.  Walsh  opened  his  own  office 
in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  in  1881  and  enjoyed 
a very  good  practice  for  six  years,  planning  during 
this  time  some  very  important  school  buildings  and 
churches.  At  this  time  it  was  difficult  to  secure  good 
draftsmen  at  any  but  the  larger  centers,  and  owing  to 
this  he  was  compelled  at  times  to  devote  long  and 
late  hours  to  get  out  his  work.  This  caused  physical 
complications  which  made  a change  imperative  and 
in  1887  he  took  a position  with  William  Collins  of 
Troy,  New  York,  as  traveling  salesman  and  esti- 
mator in  the  sash  and  door  business.  After  a year 
of  this  Mr.  Walsh  formed  the  partnership  of  Cun- 
ningham, Young  & Company,  buying  out  his  former 
employer.  This  business  was  successful  but  owing  to 
a continuance  of  the  physical  troubles  he  sold  out  his 
interest  and  reopened  his  professional  line  at  Albany, 
New  York.  This  not  being  sufficiently  successful, 
owing  to  the  panic  and  dull  times,  he  closed  out  in 
about  a year  and  went  to  Colorado  early  in  1893,  but 
found  everything  in  the  building  line  at  a dead 
standstill  and  for  nearly  a year  worked  at  mining 
engineering  at  Cripple  Creek,  then  a city  of  less 
than  two  years  old  but  with  a population  of  about 
twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants.  Here  he  experi- 
enced complete  physical  relief,  the  first  for  years. 
Mining  engineering,  however,  not  being  his  line,  he 
accepted  the  first  invitation  to  resume  his  profession 
and  returned  east  as  far  as  Saginaw,  Michigan,  in  De- 


cember, 1893,  remaining  there  for  about  a year  and 
a half,  during  which  time  his  practice  was  satisfac- 
tory, considering  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
times.  One  of  the  buildings  to  his  credit  in  Sagi- 
naw is  the  St.  Vincent  Orphan  Home,  a very  large 
institution,  where  some  five  hundred  orphans  are 
cared  for  and  educated  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity. 

During  his  sojourn  in  Saginaw  Mr.  Walsh  became 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  big  lumber  operators  of 
that  city  which  eventually  developed  into  a scheme 
of  establishing  a milling  plant  in  Jacksonville.  This 
scheme  proved  disastrous  in  about  a year,  the  big 
stockholders  withdrawing  their  support  because  the 
field  did  not  look  good  and  was  not  what  they  were 
used  to  in  Saginaw.  Mr.  Walsh,  however,  looked 
upon  the  field  as  a good  one  and  established  a small 
plant  in  the  same  line,  taking  in  as  partner  J.  H. 
Bland,  the.  firm  being  known  as  Walsh  & Bland. 
This  business  was  very  prosperous  for  about  three 
years  when  the  labor  unions  decided  to  dictate  the 
policy  of  the  business,  stating  that  they  were  going 
to  introduce  the  same  policy  in  all  nulls  of  like  de- 
scription when  they  had  Walsh  & Bland  subjugated. 
The  result  was  that  Mr.  Walsh  was  forced  to  retire 
from  the  business  in  1903  and  again  fell  back  on  his 
old  profession  as  a means  of  self-preservation. 

Mr.  Walsh  is  a life  member  and  past  exalted  ruler 
of  the  Jacksonville  lodge  of  Elks  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  in  the  securing  of  and  establishing 
their  present  home.  He  took  a very  active  part  in 
the  erection  of  their  present  building  being  the  archi- 
tect, and  also  superintended  the  construction  of  same. 
This  method  was  deemed  advisable  by  the  building 
committee  owing  to  the  depleted  condition  of  their 
finances  after  the  big  fire.  He  is  also'  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Commercial  Club  and 
retains  his  membership  with  the  Hoo  LIoos,  a lum- 
bermen’s fraternal  organization. 


GEORGE  ALFRED  THOMAS  ROBERTS. 

Among  the  men  of  marked  ability  and  substantial 
worth  whose  successful  work  in  the  conduct  of  their 
individual  interests  has  aided  in  the  shaping  of  mer- 
cantile development  in  Key  West  is  numbered  George 
Alfred  Thomas  Roberts,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
substantial  retail  grocers  of  the  city,  who  also  con- 
trols an  extensive  business  in  the  way  of  furnishing 
supplies  to  sponge  fleets.  He  was  born  on  Harbor 
island  of  the  Bahama  islands,  June  7,  1869,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Cleare)  Roberts, 
both  natives  of  the  Bahama  islands.  The  father  dur- 
ing many  years  of  his  active  life  followed  the  sea, 
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being  captain  of  a sailing  vessel  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1890.  His  wife  survives 
him  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  George 
in  Key  West. 

George  A.  T.  Roberts  is  in  all  essential  respects  a 
self-made  man,  for  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  he  laid 
aside  his  books  and  began  earning  his  own  livelihood, 
working  at  anything  that  would  bring  him  an  income. 
In  1885  he  left  the  Bahama  islands  and  came  to 
Key  West,  where  in  the  following  year  he  became 
connected  with  the  cigar  industry,  following  this  line 
of  work  from  1886  to  1899  and  spending  the  last 
eleven  years  of  this  period  as  a cigarmaker.  In  1899 
he  established  himself  as  a retail  grocer  in  this  city 
and  he  has  since  given  a great  deal  of  his  attention 
to  the  management  of  his  store,  controlling  at  present 
an  important  and  growing  trade.  In  addition  to  this 
he  engages  extensively  in  outfitting  sponge  boats  and 
fleets,  this  forming  one  of  his  most  important  sources 
of  income.  Success  has  come  to  him  as  a reward  of 
earnest,  persistent  and  well  directed  labor  and  his 
prosperity  places  him  among  the  men  of  influence  and 
prominence  in  the  city  which  is  his  home.  He  is  a di- 
rector in  the  Monroe  Investment  Company  of  Key 
West,  and  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
has  extensive  real-estate  holdings,  owning  a great  deal 
of  valuable  property  on  William  street,  including  his 
store  building  and  a splendid  two-story  modern  resi- 
dence, which  is  his  home,  and  another  comfortable 
two-story  residence  which  is  rented.  All  of  his  inter- 
ests are  carefully  managed  and  capably  conducted, 
proving  him  a far-sighted,  discriminating  and  able 
business  man. 

Mr.  Roberts  married,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1890, 
Miss  Mary  Eliza  Lowe,  a native  of  Key  West  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Russell)  Lowe,  natives 
of  the  Bahama  islands.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Roberts 
passed  away  in  1905  and  is  survived  by  her  husband. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  became  the  parents  of  two 
children.  The  elder,  Norma,  eighteen  years  of  age, 
was  graduated  in  literature  and  music  from  the  Con- 
vent of  Mary  Immaculate  at  Key  West  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  and  is  now  taking  a post-graduate  course 
in  music  in  the  Academy  of  the  Holy  Name  in  Albany, 
New  York.  She  possesses  a great  deal  of  natural 
musical  talent,  which  has  been  developed  by  excellent 
training,  her  grade  in  harmony  averaging  ninety-eight 
per  cent  during  the  time  she  was  a student  at  the 
Key  West  convent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts’  younger 
child  is  a son,  Charles  Soundstrom,  aged  twelve,  who 
has  already  completed  the  eighth  grade  in  the  public 
schools. 

For  the  past  four  years  Mr.  Roberts  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Key  West  board  of  pilot  commissioners 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Independent 


Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  is  recognized  by  all  who  know  him  as  an  earnest, 
intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  his  life  pre- 
sents a striking  example  of  the  value  of  determination, 
perseverance  and  well  directed  industry  in  the  devel- 
opment of  a successful  career.  He  has  many  friends 
in  the  city  where  he  has  made  his  home  for  twenty- 
eight  years  and  where  he  has  attained  that  success 
which  results  from  industry  when  it  is  directed  by 
good  judgment. 


CHARLES  A.  KNOWLTON. 

Among  the  commercial  houses  of  Pomona,  Florida, 
that  of  C.  A.  Knowlton  & Company  takes  a foremost 
place,  being  one  of  the  most  modern  and  best  man- 
aged enterprises  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
Its  active  manager,  Charles  A.  Knowlton,  laid  its 
foundation  in  1885  and  has  since  that  time  remained 
at  the  head  of  the  concern,  admitting  in  1905  W.  S. 
Middleton  to  a partnership  in  the  firm.  Mr.  Knowl- 
ton is  also  postmaster  of  Pomona  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  holding  the  second  longest  continuous 
record  in  such  office  in  the  state  of  Florida,  having 
been  appointed  to  the  position  on  January  29,  1880,  by 
D.  M.  Key,  at  that  time  postmaster  general.  He  is 
the  only  postmaster  that  Pomona  has  ever  had  and 
as  regards  the  length  of  his  service  no  better  com- 
mendation could  be  given  as  to  his  administrative 
ability.  His  systematic  methods  haA^e  found  most 
favorable  criticism  in  the  eyes  of  his  superiors  as 
well  as  those  of  his  patrons  and  he  and  the  citizens 
of  Pomona  look  forward  to  the  time  when  he  will 
hold  the  record  as  the  oldest  postmaster  in  point  of 
service  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Knowlton  was  born  in  Nashua,  New  Hamp- 
shire, November  23,  1847,  an<I  is  a son  °f  Andrew  B. 
and  Mary  E.  (Blake)  Knowlton,  the  former  a native 
of  Danbury,  New  Hampshire,  and  the  latter  of  Mon- 
mouth, Maine.  The  parents  spent  most  of  their  lives 
at  Nashua  but  during  the  last  five  or  six  years  before 
passing  away  they  lived  retired  at  Pomona,  Florida. 
The  father  was  for  many  years  overseer  in  a cotton 
mill  in  his  native  state  and  came  to  Florida  to  engage 
in  the  orange  industry  and  to  find  in  that  out-door 
life  relief  from  his  arduous  duties  of  former  years. 
He  was  a successful  grower  until  the  time  of  the 
great  freeze  when  his  groves  Avere  destroyed.  In  his 
family  Avere  tAvo  children,  the  sister  of  our  subject 
being  Nellie  E.,  the  widoAv  of  George  Pipler,  who 
makes  her  home  in  Pomona. 

Charles  A.  Knowlton  Avas  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  attended  school  in  Nashua  and  continued 
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to  make  his  home  in  New  Hampshire  until  1877,  when 
the  attractions  of  the  south  exerted  their  influence 
over  him  and  induced  him  to  come  to  Pomona,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  engaged  first  in  orange  cul- 
ture and  was  successful  in  that  line  until  the  time  of 
the  big  frost,  which  disastrous  event  induced  him  to 
engage  in  merchandising  in  1885.  As  the  years  have 
passed  Mr.  Knowlton  has  built  up  an  enterprise  which 
is  a credit  to  the  town  and  in  his  store  he  carries  com- 
plete lines  of  all  goods  demanded  by  the  local  trade 
at  prices  consistent  with  the  high  quality.  Since 
1905  he  has  been  in  partnership  with  W.  S.  Middle- 
ton.  the  firm  becoming  C.  A.  Knowlton  & Company, 
Mr.  Knowlton  retaining  the  active  management  of  its 
affairs.  He  is  still  interested  in  the  orange  industry, 
owning  a valuable  grove  of  ten  acres  from  which  he 
derives  a gratifying  income. 

Mr.  Knowlton  was  married  in  New  Hampshire  to 
Miss  Jennie  M.  Cook,  who  passed  away  in  1905,  after 
many  years  of  domestic  happiness.  In  1906  Mr. 
Knowlton  married  Grace  E.  Keown,  a native  of 
Pomona.  He  has  one  daughter,  Edna  B.  Politically 
he  is  independent,  reserving  his  judgment  in  regard 
to  candidates  irrespective  of  party  lines  and  with 
the  view  only  as  to  their  efficiency  and  ability.  He 
is  a member  and  director  of  the  Citrus  Exchange  of 
Pomona  and  fraternally  is  a member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Every  force  that  has  gone 
out  to  advance  this  part  of  the  state,  every  effort  to 
uphold  the  intellectual  and  moral  standard  of  its 
people  has  received  the  indorsement  of  Charles  A. 
Knowlton,  who  has  found  in  the  southland  a fruitful 
field  of  labor  from  which  he  has  wrested  a substantial 
measure  of  success  and  he  in  turn  considers  it  his 
most  noble  obligation  to  exert  his  utmost  efforts  in 
promoting  development  and  growth  that  will  benefit 
the  general  public. 


NEWTON  CURRY. 

Closely  identified  with  various  corporate  and  busi- 
ness interests  in  Key  West,  Newton  Curry  figures 
as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  valued  citizens, 
his  interests  being  of  a character  to  promote  the  com- 
mercial upbuilding  of  the  city  while  advancing  in- 
dividual success.  Many  of  the  most  important  and 
representative  business  concerns  have  profited  greatly 
by  his  ability  and  enterprising  spirit  but  he  is  per- 
haps best  known  as  cashier  and  bookkeeper  of  the 
Cortez  Cigar  Company,  positions  which  he  has  held 
since  1906. 

Mr.  Curry  is  one  of  Key  West’s  native  sons,  born 
July  22,  1879,  being  the  younger  of  the  two  sons  of 


the  late  Charles  Curry,  also  a native  of  this  city, 
born  June  24,  1847.  The  latter’s  parents,  William 
and  Euphemia  Curry,  were  natives  of  the  Bahama 
islands  and  came  to  Key  West  in  early  life.  William 
Curry  grew  to  manhood  here  and  was  identified  for 
over  fifty  years  with  mercantile  interests,  establish- 
ing the  business  now  controlled  by  William  Curry’s 
Sons  Company  and  achieving  a great  fortune  and  a 
prominent  place  among  the  men  who  shaped  the  city’s 
business  history.  His  son,  Charles  Curry,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  review,  attended  both  public  and 
private  schools  on  the  island  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation at  the  Collejio  San  Francisco  de  Assis,  near 
Puentas  Grandes,  Cuba,  an  institution  which  he  at- 
tended for  over  three  years,  acquiring  there  that 
fluency  in  the  Spanish  language  which  was  afterward 
of  great  benefit  to  him  in  his  business  life.  After 
leaving  college  he  entered  his  father’s  business  house 
in  Key  West  and  upon  the  retirement  of  William 
Curry  in  December,  1891,  succeeded  with  his  brothers, 
George  IT.  and  Milton  W.,  to  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  same.  He  proved  himself  a thoroughly 
able,  far-sighted  and  discriminating  financier  and  busi- 
ness man  and  was  naturally  carried  forward  into  im- 
portant business  relations,  his  sudden  death  at  an 
early  age  depriving"  Key  West  of  one  of  her  most 
prominent  and  popular  citizens.  In  1873  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  Lowe,  of  Key  West,  who  passed  away  in 
1906.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
Walter  P.,  Corinne,  Newton  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Curry 
was  past  grand  of  Key  West  Lodge,  No.  13,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  held  other  important  offices  in  that  organ- 
ization. Although  not  an  office  seeker  and  having 
never  been  desirous  of  the  honors  and  emoluments 
of  office,  he  yet  held  various  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  serving  for  several  terms  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council,  as  treasurer  of  the  city,  county 
commissioner  and  county  treasurer.  Pie  was  a man 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  upright  in  all  his  dealings 
and  thoroughly  respected  in  his  private,  public  and 
commercial  life  for  his  honesty  of  purpose  and  his 
honorable  character  and  his  death  was  widely  and 
deeply  regretted  by  his  business  associates  and  his 
many  friends. 

Newton  Curry  received  his  primary  education  in 
private  schools  in  Key  West  and  he  later  completed  a 
course  in  the  Massey  Business  College  of  Jacksonville, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897.  Returning 
home,  he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  and  cashier 
for  the  Key  West  Ice  Company  for  four  years  and 
when  he  resigned  this  position  became  bookkeeper  for 
the  firm  of  William  Curry’s  Sons,  controlling  the 
largest  mercantile  establishment  in  Key  West. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1905,  Mr.  Curry  married 
Miss  Alice  Lurlene  Lightbourn,  eldest  daughter  of 
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the  late  Walter  S.  Lightbourn,  a prominent  cigar 
manufacturer  of  Key  West,  being  a half  owner  of 
the  Cortez  Cigar  Company  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1906.  Since  his  marriage  Mr. 
Curry  has  held  the  position  of  cashier  and  book- 
keeper of  the  Cortez  Cigar  Company,  which  is  one 
of  the  best  known  cigar  manufacturing  concerns  of 
the  Island  city,  and  in  this  connection  has  proven  able, 
far-sighted  and  trustworthy,  displaying  excellent  or- 
ganizing and  administrative  ability  and  contributing 
substantially  to  the  continued  expansion  and  great  suc- 
cess of  the  institution.  Being  a liberal,  broad-minded 
and  able  man  the  scope  of  his  interests  has  steadily 
been  extended  and  he  is  now  second  vice  president 
and  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  William 
Curry’s  Sons  Company  and  vice  president  and  a di- 
rector of  the  Consumers  Ice  Company  of  Key  West. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  Curry  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  two  children:  Jane  Elvira,  aged  four;  and 

Charles  Lofton,  aged  two.  The  family  occupy  one 
of  the  handsomest  homes  in  Key  West,  a residence 
completed  in  1912  and  located  on  Division  street,  and 
they  are  well  known  in  social  circles  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Curry  is  a man  who  believes  in  and  acknowledges  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  others  and  while  laboring  in 
his  own  interests  has  never  been  known  to  advance 
his  fortunes  by  trespassing  upon  the  rights  of  his 
associates.  He  is  a typical  man  of  the  age,  alert  and 
enterprising,  with  marked  fertility  of  resource,  and 
he  is  leaving  the  impress  of  his  individuality  upon 
Key  West’s  growth  and  advancement. 


JOHN  N.  C.  STOCKTON. 

The  man  who  recognizes  the  trend  of  public  opinion 
and  jumps  into  the  popular  current  as  a leader  is  fre- 
quently accorded  the  qualities  of  successful  statesman- 
ship by  the  unsophisticated  public,  while  the  man  who 
advocates  a cause  supported  by  a minority  and  holds 
principle  dearer  than  success  is  often  considered  dur- 
ing his  own  lifetime  as  no  more  a hero  than  he  who 
leads  a forlorn  hope.  The  services  of  John  N.  C. 
Stockton  to  Jacksonville  and  to  the  state  of  Florida 
can  only  be  properly  estimated  by  the  historian  of  the 
future,  who  will  write  the  facts  as  he  finds  them  un- 
biased by  either  prejudice  or  partisan  feeling.  Al- 
though Mr.  Stockton  has  attained  success  in  a worldly 
way,  he  has  ever  given  the  best  of  his  intellect  and 
endeavor  to  the  service  of  his  fellowman.  No  man  has 
been  of  greater  service  to  Jacksonville,  and  the  fruit 
of  his  earnest  and  intelligent  devotion  to  duty  will  be 
reaped  by  generations  yet  to  come.  His  activity  in 
public  life  has  not  been  for  personal  honor  or  personal 


gain.  He  has  been  on  the  side  of  the  people  in  every 
controversy  and  his  most  earnest  efforts  have  been 
made  in  campaigns  when  the  odds  seemed  greatest 
against  his  personal  success.  He  has  ever  fought  for 
principle,  never  for  policy,  and  his  name  will  live 
long  after  the  evils,  which  he  contended  against,  have 
been  overcome  and  forgotten  by  the  people  of  Florida, 
in  whose  service  he  has  spent  many  of  the  happiest  and 
most  valuable  years  of  his  life. 

The  Stockton  family  held  a prominent  position  in 
England  before  the  discovery  of  America.  About 
1656  Richard  Stockton,  the  son  of  John  Stockton  of 
Ividdington,  in  the  parish  of  Malpas  in  the  county  of 
Chester,  England,  landed  at  Flushing,  New  York,  hav- 
ing left  England  as  the  result  of  religious  persecution. 
Since  that  date  the  Stocktons  have  been  closely  con- 
nected with  every  phase  in  the  nation’s  development. 
Richard  Stockton,  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  American 
of  that  name,  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  from 
William  Penn  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  where  he 
took  up  his  residence,  and  where  a branch  of  the 
Stockton  family  still  lives.  There  have  been  many 
distinguished  members  of  this  family  among  whom 
only  the  most  illustrious  will  be  mentioned.  In  1776 
another  Richard  Stockton  was  elected  a delegate  to 
represent  the  colony  of  New  Jersey  in  the  continental 
congress,  and  as  a member  of  that  body  he  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  In  1796  his  son,  Richard 
Stockton,  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate. 
Robert  Field  Stockton,  who  won  distinction  in  the 
war  with  Tripoli  and  who  was  largely  instrumental  in 
winning  California  for  the  United  States,  was  in  1851 
chosen  to  represent  New  Jersey  in  the  United  States 
senate.  In  1865  John  P.  Stockton  was  elected  from 
New  Jersey  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  United  States  sen- 
ate, and  in  1869  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office 
was  reelected  for  another  term.  Among  the  most 
prominent  Stocktons  of  the  next  generation  was  Col. 
W.  T.  Stockton,  the  father  of  John  N.  C.  Stockton. 
Colonel  Stockton  was  born  at  Camden,  near  Philadel- 
phia, in  1812.  He  was  educated  at  West  Point,  where 
he  graduated  in  1834.  He  served  in  the  regular  army 
in  Florida  during  the  Indian  wars,  but  in  1836  resigned 
his  commission  to  engage  in  planting  in  this  state.  Sub- 
sequent troubles  with  Indians  resulted  in  his  state  call- 
ing him  into  service,  and  he  responded  nobly  to  her 
call.  In  1849  he  was  honored  by  being  appointed  a 
member  of  the  board  of  visitors  to  West  Point.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  among  the  first 
to  volunteer  his  services  and  was  made  a captain  in 
the  Confederate  army.  When  the  First  Florida  Cav- 
alry was  organized,  he  was  elected  major,  but  within 
a year  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel.  Acting  on 
detailed  duty,  he  mustered  in  all  the  Florida  troops. 
He  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga,  and  captured  in  the 
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trenches  at  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge.  He  was 
sent  to  Johnson’s  island,  where  he  was  held  as  a pris- 
oner of  war  until  August,  1865.  His  health  was  per- 
manently impaired  as  the  result  of  his  long  confinement. 

John  N.  C.  Stockton  was  born  at  Quincy  in  Gadsden 
county,  November  17,  1857.  His  mother  was  Julia 
(Telfair)  Stockton,  a native  of  North  Carolina.  His 
early  years  were  spent  on  the  farm,  and  the  active 
outdoor  life  of  his  youth  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
splendid  health  and  stronge  physique  which  has  stood 
him  in  good  stead  throughout  his  strenuous  career.  He 
received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  at  Quincy.  As  the  family  found  itself  in  re- 
duced circumstances  as  the  result  of  the  war,  he  never 
had  an  opportunity  for  a college  education.  After 
his  father’s  death,  when  he  was  twelve  years  old,  the 
Stocktons  moved  to  Jacksonville.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  went  to  work  in  a retail  grocery  for  two  dollars 
a week,  but  continued  his  studies  at  night.  Two  years 
later  he  was  employed  by  William  Root,  a wholesale 
grocer,  at  a slight  advance.  He  remained  there  five 
years,  making  himself  so  valuable  to  his  employer  that 
when  he  left  him  to  engage  in  other  business,  he  was 
receiving  a thousand  dollars  a year.  He  has  since 
been  engaged  in  many  large  commercial  and  financial 
enterprises,  and  has  not  only  been  eminently  successful 
in  a material  way,  but  has  also  been  of  inestimable 
public  service. 

Entering  the  employ  of  D.  G.  Ambler  as  bookkeeper 
in  1878,  he  was  at  the  end  of  five  years  admitted  to 
partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Ambler,  Marvin 
& Stockton.  In  1885  he  helped  to  organize  the  Na- 
tional Bank  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  was  chosen 
cashier.  Three  years  later  he  was  elected  vice  presi- 
dent and  in  1894,  president,  a position  which  he  held 
until  he  voluntarily  resigned.  He  organized  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Tampa  in  1887  and  was  elected  pres- 
ident, a position  which  he  held  until  he  resigned  in 
1891.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Ex- 
change National  Bank  of  Tampa  and  was  elected  vice 
president,  but  resigned  after  the  bank  was  well  started 
on  the  road  to  success.  In  1895  he  became  largely 
interested  in  the  lumber  and  phosphate  business,  as 
a member  of  the  firm  of  J.  E.  Bryan  & Company,  for- 
eign and  domestic  dealers  in  lumber,  and  as  president 
of  the  Levy  County  Phosphate  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  concerns  interested  in  that  industry  in  the  state. 
He  is  now  president  of  the  Ortega  Company,  a subur- 
ban development  company,  and  interested  largely  in 
the  manufacture  of  naval  stores  and  lumber. 

Mr.  Stockton  has  always  found  pleasure  in  social 
service  and  for  the  public  good  has  ever  freely  con- 
tributed both  of  his  time  and  means.  During  the  yel- 
low fever  epidemic  of  188S,  Mr.  Stockton  was  a 
member  of  the  auxiliary  committee  which  had  charge 


of  the  relief  funds,  and  as  an  active  member  of  the 
finance  committee  received  and  turned  over  to  the 
disbursing  committee  from  August  8 to  November  8, 
of  that  year,  over  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  His 
courage  and  resourcefulness  in  that  fight  against  the 
plague  won  him  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  community. 
After  the  epidemic,  the  Board  of  Trade,  many  of  its 
members  having  died,  was  thoroughly  disorganized  and 
overwhelmingly  in  debt.  In  1889  he  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  board  and  energetically  set  to  work  at  its 
reorganization.  Within  a year  he  had  increased  the 
membership  to  such  an  extent  that  the  debt  was  paid 
off  and  the  Board  of  Trade  rooms  were  handsomely 
furnished. 

Mr.  Stockton  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in 
the  political  and  economical,  as  well  as  the  social,  wel- 
fare of  his  city  and  state.  He  has  been  more  or  less 
actively  connected  with  every  state  election  since  1876. 
He  has  ‘always  been  an  able  campaigner,  but  it  has 
been  in  the  interests  of  others  that  he  has  done  his 
most  effective  work.  During  the  Hayes-Tilden  cam- 
paign, though  still  a youth,  after  his  day's  work  was 
done,  he  would  go  to-  the  headquarters  of  the  demo- 
cratic committee  and  address  envelopes  or  do  any 
other  clerical  work  that  the  committee  desired.  Four 
years  later  he  worked  hard  helping  the  state  committee 
to  elect  Bloxham  as  governor  in  the  great  fight  of 
1880.  In  1884  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  was  elected 
a delegate  from  Duval  county  to  the  Pensacola  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Perry  for  governor.  He 
was  an  active  and  enthusiastic  Perry  delegate  and  was 
selected  by  the  Perry  supporters  as  one  of  the  tellers 
of  the  convention.  After  Perry’s  nomination,  Mr. 
Stockton  returned  home  and  was  immediately  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Cleveland  organization  and  at  once 
threw  his  whole  heart  and  soul  into  the  work  of  the 
campaign  raising  the  funds  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
fight  successfully  against  what  was  at  that  time  a thor- 
oughly organized  republican  party.  In  1888  he  was 
a member  of  the  delegation  from  Duval  county  to  the 
St.  Augustine  convention  in  which  he  actively  sup- 
ported Governor  F.  P.  Fleming  who  was  nominated 
and  elected  Florida’s  chief  executive  that  year.  About 
that  time,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  board  of  public  works  of 
Jacksonville.  As  a member  of  that  board  one  of  the 
first  resolutions  he  introduced  asked  for  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  city  and  county  authorities  with  the  rail- 
roads for  the  construction  of  a viaduct  over  McCoy’s 
creek,  which  is  now  known  as  the  Riverside  Viaduct. 
After  Governor  Fleming  had  been  inaugurated,  he 
urged  that  Mr.  Stockton  should  be  made  a member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Duval.  Mr. 
Stockton  entered  upon  his  duties  immediately  with 
that  same  energy  that  he  has  always  shown  in  taking 
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hold  of  a new  enterprise.  As  a member  of  this  board 
he  again  urged  the  construction  of  a viaduct  over 
McCoy's  creek.  The  result  was  that  the  city  and 
county  authorities  cooperated  with  the  railroads,  and 
Mr.  Stockton  was  appointed  to  represent  the  county 
in  the  building  of  the  first  Riverside  Viaduct.  In 
1890  he  was  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  Senator 
Call  for  reelection  and  helped  to  organize  Call’s  fol- 
lowing in  Duval  county.  When  the  convention  as- 
sembled, there  were  one  hundred  and  twelve  out  of 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  delegates  pledged  to  support 
Call.  When  the  question  of  electing  a senator  came 
before  the  legislature,  Mr.  Stockton  went  to  Talla- 
hassee to  help  Senator  Call,  and  after  six  weeks  of 
hard  fighting  Mr.  Call  was  reelected  to  the  United 
States  senate.  Stockton  fought  by  Call’s  side  because 
he  was  in  sympathy  with  his  stand  on  all  the  great 
public  questions  of  the  day,  but  he  was  also  deeply 
grateful  for  the  senator’s  kindness  to  his  widowed 
mother  when  she  needed  a friend. 

In  1892  after  the  split  in  the  Duval  democratic  party 
Mr.  Stockton  went  to  Tampa  to  battle  against  the  cor- 
porate interests  and  to  help  to  nominate  a governor 
who  would  be  in  sympathy  with  the  people.  In  1893 
he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  public  works, 
and  was  serving  in  that  capacity  when  the  people  of 
Jacksonville  voted  the  issue  of  one  million  dollars  in 
public  improvement  bonds.  As  chairman  of  the  board, 
he  signed  the  contracts  giving  to  the  people  its  splen- 
did electric  light  plant  and  an  extended  sewer  system. 
Under  his  administration  the  site  of  the  present  City 
building  was  purchased  and  the  paving  of  the  streets 
with  vitrified  brick  was  begun.  In  1896  he  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature  from  Duval  county.  Again  in 
1897  he  advocated  the  election  of  Senator  Call  and 
for  six  weeks  he  led  the  fight  on  the  floor  against  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  corporate  interests  of  the 
country.  When  he  realized  that  his  election  was  im- 
possible, Senator  Call  withdrew  in  favor  of  Mr.  Stock- 
ton  who  came  within  seven  votes  of  being  elected  with 
five  votes  ready  to  come  to  him  if  he  could  have  got 
two  more.  Finding  that  the  lines  had  become  too 
tensely  drawn,  he  retired  from  the  race  and  urged 
his  friends  to  support  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  who  was 
elected  on  the  first  ballot,  and  six  years  later  was  unan- 
imously reelected  for  a section  term. 

In  1900  Mr.  Stockton  was  a member  of  the  delega- 
tion from  Duval  county  to  the  convention  in  which 
Governor  W.  S.  Jennings  was  nominated.  Stockton 
was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  a resolution  in  a Florida 
state  democratic  executive  committee  asking  for  a 
primary  election  for  the  nomination  of  state  officers. 
He  was  not  only  voted  down,  but  hissed.  He  took  the 
matter  before  the  people,  and  when  the  convention  as- 
sembled at  Jacksonville  the  primary  system  was  in- 


dorsed and  since  then  state  and  county  officers  have 
been  nominated  at  primary  elections. 

So  well  had  Mr.  Stockton  fulfilled  his  every  obliga- 
tion in  the  past  as  a member  of  the  board  of  public 
works  that  after  the  disastrous  fire  of  1901  which  prac- 
tically destroyed  the  business  section  of  Jacksonville, 
the  people  recognized  the  need  of  his  services  and 
again  called  him  to  the  board.  As  its  chairman  he  di- 
rected the  expenditure  of  a new  bond  issue  of  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  reconstructing  the  city 
hall,  making  other  public  improvements,  and  retiring 
the  city’s  floating  debt.  The  results  of  his  work  speak 
more  adequately  than  could  any  words. 

As  a member  of  the  state  legislature,  Mr.  Stockton 
introduced  several  important  bills  among  which  should 
be  mentioned : a bill  providing  for  the  regulation  of 
railroad  schedules,  freights  and  passenger  tariffs, 
and  the  building  of  freight  and  passenger  depots,  and 
to  prevent  unjust  discrimination  in  the  rates  charged 
for  transportation ; a bill  to  prohibit  any  transporta- 
tion company  from  contributing  money  or  free  trans- 
portation to  any  person  for  political  purposes ; and  a 
bill  to  require  railroads  and  other  transportation  com- 
panies to  publish  a list  of  every  free  pass  issued  by 
them.  These  bills  which  now  seem  to  be  very  neces- 
sary and  even  conservative  laws  were  in  1897  regarded 
as  radical  measures,  and  won  for  Stockton  the  name  of 
a fanatic  and  also  the  antagonism  of  the  railroads. 

In  1904  Mr.  Stockton  opposed  Senator  James  P. 
Taliaferro  who  was  running  for  reelection  and  was 
defeated  in  the  second  primary  by  a narrow  margin. 
In  1908  he  was  a candidate  for  governor.  The  chief 
issue  of  the  campaign  was  prohibition  against  local 
option.  The  liquor  interests,  allied  with  the  corporate 
interests,  opposed  him  bitterly,  and  Governor  A.  W. 
Gilchrist  was  elected  in  the  second  primary.  In  1910 
Mr.  Stockton  was  again  a candidate  for  the  senate,  but 
was  again  unsuccessful.  It  has  been  the  ambition  of 
John  Stockton  to  crown  his  long  career  of  usefulness 
in  the  service  of  his  city  and  state  with  a term  in  the 
United  States  senate.  It  has  been  a noble  ambition  and 
the  office,  to  which  he  has  aspired,  is  one,  which  he 
is  peculiarly  fitted  to  hold  as  the  result  of  his  practical 
experience  and  life-time  study  of  conditions. 

An  interest  in  governmental  affairs  seems  to  have  al- 
ways been  a natural  endowment  with  all  Stocktons. 
John  Stockton  has  had  his  share  of  this  family  trait 
and  Florida  will  yet  realize  that  it  is  good  to  have 
had  such  men  in  politics.  Although  he  has  been  in 
public  life  many  years,  his  political  record  is  as  clean 
and  as  far  above  reproach  as  his  private  life.  The 
hundreds  of  men  that  John  Stockton  has  aided  in 
distress  and  encouraged  in  despair — and  he  alone 
knows  how  many  they  have  been — will  hold  him  in 
esteem,  not  only  for  his  efforts  as  a public  servant, 
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but  for  those  individual  acts  of  kindness  in  the  unseen 
things  of  life. 

He  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the  Epis- 
copalian church  and  was  very  closely  connected  with 
the  building  of  St.  Andrews  church  in  East  Jackson- 
ville. In  his  public  life  he  has  exerted  his  every  effort 
to  improve  the  moral  condition  of  the  state  and  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  lived,  and  in  private  life  he 
has  lived  up  to  the  principles  he  has  advocated. 

Mr.  Stockton  was  married  September  27,  1883,  to 
Fannie  Baker,  a daughter  of  James  McCallum  and 
Frances  Gilchrist  Baker  of  Jacksonville.  Her  father 
was  for  many  years  judge  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit 
of  Florida.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stockton  have  six  children : 
William  T. ; Gilchrist  B. ; Frances  B.,  who  is  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Godwin;  Margaret;  Jean;  and  Julia  Elizabeth  Tel- 
fair. There  is  an  air  of  culture  and  refinement  about 
his  home  and  in  it  he  finds  his  greatest  happiness. 


S.  J.  BAR  STOW. 

S.  j.  Barstow,  prominently  connected  with  business 
interests  of  Palatka  as  treasurer  of  the  W.  A.  Merry- 
day  Company,  was  born  in  Newport,  Monmouth 
county,  England,  June  19,  1855.  He  is  a son  of 
Joshua  and  Anna  (Williams)  Barstow,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  England,  where  the  father  prac- 
ticed the  profession  of  civil  engineering.  They  had 
a family  of  six  children,  of  whom  Mr.  Barstow  of 
this  review  was  the  oldest  and  the  only  son.  All  still 
survive  with  the  exception  of  one  daughter. 

Mr.  Barstow  remained  in  his  native  country  until 
1882,  learning  the  trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner 
and  working  at  these  occupations  in  connection  with 
designing.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Palatka,  where  he  soon  became  well  known 
as  an  architect.  After  the  fire  of  1884  he  designed 
and  built  many  of  the  most  important  business  and 
residence  buildings  of  the  city,  continuing  his  work  as 
an  architect  and  designer  until  1885,  when  he  re- 
turned to  England.  He  made  his  second  settlement 
in  Palatka  in  1896  and  in  the  same  year  became  iden- 
tified with  the  W.  A.  Merryday  Company,  a con- 
nection which  he  still  retains.  He  is  treasurer  of 
this  concern  and  for  seventeen  years  has  acted  as 
bookkeeper,  and  to  him  is  due  in  large  measure  the 
credit  for  the  rapid  growth  of  the  business  during 
that  time.  He  is  recognized  as  an  able,  resourceful 
and  far-sighted  business  man  and  has  gained  an  envi- 
able place  in  business  circles  of  this  community. 

Mr.  Barstow  was  united  in  marriage  in  Palatka, 
Florida,  in  1884,  to  Miss  C.  M.  Merryday,  a native 
of  England  and  a daughter  of  IT.  C.  Merryday.  Mrs. 


Barstow  is  a sister  of  W.  A.  Merryday,  with  whom 
her  husband  is  associated  in  business.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barstow  have  six  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
England.  They  are  as  follows : Harold  J.,  Alice  W., 
Marjorie  C.,  Katie  E.,  Donald  M.  and  Lewington  S. 
Mr.  Barstow  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  serves  as  an  elder.  He  confines  his  attention 
closely  to  business  affairs,  and  is  a man  of  keen  dis- 
crimination and  sound  judgment — qualities  which  have 
brought  to  the  concern  with  which  he  is  connected  a 
large  degree  of  success. 


CHARLES  SIMEON  WILLIAMS. 

A worthy  native  son  of  Key  West,  Charles  Simeon 
Williams  has  attained  conspicuous  success  along  two 
lines — that  of  mercantile  endeavor  and  also  as  pub- 
lic official.  The  progress  in  his  career  is  easily  dis- 
cernible and  based  upon  efficiency,  ability  and  un- 
shakable integrity.  As  public  servant  he  has  given 
evidence  of  his  faithfulness  to  the  trust  imposed  upon 
him  and  as  merchant  and  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Charles  S.  Williams  & Company  he  has  demon- 
strated his  executive  ability  and  his  ready  understand- 
ing of  commercial  situations  and  conditions.  Since 
1909  he  has  also  served  as  postmaster,  being  appointed 
by  President  Taft. 

He  was  born  in  the  Island  city  on  February  9, 
1864,  his  father  being  Peter  Alma  Williams,  a native 
of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  who  came  to  Key 
West  with  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Wil- 
liams, when  but  eight  years  of  age.  The  grand- 
father was  a French  Canadian  who  had  removed 
first  from  Canada  to  Massachusetts  and  later  came 
to  Key  West.  The  father  continued  to  make  this 
city  his  home  until  his  death  in  1898.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  the  public  life  of  his  community  and  served 
as  a member  of  the  Key  West  board  of  aldermen, 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  Mon- 
roe county  and  during  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Benjamin  Harrison  held  the  important  office 
of  United  States  marshal  for  the  southern  district 
of  Florida.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Malvina  Roberts,  who  with  her  parents  came  to 
Key  West  from  the  Bahama  islands,  being  but  three 
years  of  age  at  that  time.  She  still  resides  in  Key 
W est. 

Charles  Simeon  Williams  was  reared  and  educated 
in  this  city,  receiving  his  primary  education  in  pub- 
lic and  private  schools.  He  then  was  a student  at 
the  Florida  East  Seminary  at  Gainesville  for  a year 
and  a half,  discontinuing  his  lessons  before  gradu- 
ating in  order  to  accept  a position  with  the  Bank  of 
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Key  West.  While  at  this  school  he  held  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant  in  the  school  battalion  and  after- 
ward also  served  for  six  years  in  the  Island  City 
Guards  with  the  same  rank.  He  entered  the  Bank 
of  Key  West  as  collection  clerk  and  remained  with 
that  institution  about  five  years,  perfecting  himself 
in  the  banking  business  and  becoming  well  acquainted 
with  general  conditions  affecting  the  commerce  of  the 
city.  His  ability  was  soon  evident  and  he  was  seve- 
ral times  promoted.  When  this  bank  finally  wound 
up  its  affairs  and  was  succeeded  by  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  Mr.  Williams  became  a teller  in  that 
institution,  a position  which  he  held  for  two  years. 
In  1892  he  resigned  this  position  to  enter  upon  com- 
mercial pursuits  and  has  been  connected  with  mer- 
cantile business  almost  constantly  from  that  time  to 
the  present.  From  1895  to  1897  he  was  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Day,  Allen  & Company  and  is  now 
the  head  of  the  great  grocery  establishment  known 
under  the  firm  name  of  Charles  S.  Williams  & Com- 
pany. His  executive  force  has  found  full  scope  in 
building  out  the  various  departments  of  this  impor- 
tant enterprise  and  its  success  is  largely  due  to  the 
activities  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm.  Mr. 
Williams  is  also  a member  of  the  Key  West -Wood 
Company. 

However,  Mr.  Williams  has  not  permitted  him- 
self to  devote  all  of  his  time  and  attention  to  one 
line  and  in  1897  was  appointed  cashier  in  the  Key 
West  customs  service,  serving  continually  with  the 
United  States  government  from  1897  until  June  1, 
1909,  when  he  resigned  his  position,  which  then  was 
that  of  storekeeper,  in  order  to  accept  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  Key  West,  to  which  he  had  been 
appointed  by  President  William  Howard  Taft.  He 
has  since  efficiently  served  in  that  position,  giving  the 
greatest  of  satisfaction  to  the  general  public  and  ren- 
dering efficient  service  in  that  important  department 
of  the  United  States  government.  Besides  the  po- 
litical service  mentioned  Mr.  Williams  also  served, 
in  the  ’80s,  one  term  as  treasurer  of  Monroe  county 
and  also  held  the  position  of  collector  of  internal 
revenue  for  four  years  and  was  for  a short  time  a 
member  of  the  board  of  aldermen. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Williams  to  Miss  Anita  Isabella  McDonald,  a 
native  of  Key  West  and  a daughter  of  the  late  John 
W.  McDonald  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams 
have  three  sons : Donald  Blaine,  aged  twenty ; John 
Alma,  aged  twelve;  and  Charles  Simeon,  Jr.,  ten. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Williams  has  always 
upheld  republican  policies  and  republican  principles. 
He  managed  the  late  campaign  in  Monroe  county  for 
William  Howard  Taft  with  the  result  that  this  county 
gave  the  Taft  electoral  ticket  more  votes  than  any 


county  in  the  state  of  Florida,  which  fact  stands  in 
proof  of  the  political  influence  which  Mr.  Williams 
wields  and  of  the  confidence  his  followers  repose  in 
his  judgment.  Fie  is  affiliated  with  the  Episcopal 
church  and  is  also  a member  of  several  fraternal  or- 
ders. An  accommodating  and  conscientious  official  and 
one  of  Key  West’s  most  useful  citizens,  Mr.  Williams 
has  always  had  at  heart  the  community  welfare  and 
interests  himself  in  all  movements  undertaken  in  be- 
half of  the  city.  The  conspicuous  success  which  he 
has  attained  along  commercial  lines  and  the  public 
honors  which  have  come  to  him  are  but  expressive 
of  the  high  qualities  of  his  character  and  his  ability, 
and  it  is  but  natural  that  a man  of  his  standing  should 
receive  the  high  regard  and  esteem  of  all  those  who 
know  him — and  there  are  many  who  call  him  friend. 


JOHN  CARRINGTON  GRAMLING. 

A man  of  comprehensive  general  knowledge  and  ex- 
cellent legal  training,  of  incisive  and  analytical  powers 
of  mind  and  therefore  a successful  and  able  lawyer; 
a young  man  aggressive,  keen  and  fearless  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties  and  not  influenced  by  partiality, 
prejudice  or  personal  interest  and  therefore  an  ideal 
public  official,  John  Carrington  Gramling  is  making 
a splendid  record  in  the  office  of  state’s  attorney  of 
the  eleventh  judicial  circuit  of  Florida.  Since  begin- 
ning his  independent  career  in  Miami  his  popularity 
and  the  force  of  his  personality  have  been  such  that 
he  has  been  kept  almost  continuously  in  public  office, 
where  his  labors  have  been  efficient,  progressive  and 
constructive,  influencing  many  phases  of  municipal 
development.  He  is  today  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leaders  in  professional,  social  and  political  life  and, 
although  still  a young  man,  has  already  accomplished 
work  destined  to  become  a part  of  legal  and  judicial 
history.  He  was  born  in  Greenville,  Alabama,  June 
6,  1878,  a son  of  Adam  Clark  and  Sallie  Taylor  (Stan- 
ley) Gramling,  and  is  on  both  sides  a representative 
of  old  southern  families.  The  Gramling  family  was 
founded  in  Virginia  in  pre-revolutionary  times  and  its 
representatives  became  prominent  in  the  public  and 
business  life  of  the  colony.  The  Stanleys  also  were 
among  the  oldest  English  families  in  Virginia  and  were 
active  in  many  phases  of  colonial  life.  Samuel  Stan- 
ley, the  maternal  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  review,  married  a granddaughter  of  Sir  William 
Byrd,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  old  Virginia 
citizens  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Richmond.  There 
is  also  a strain  of  Huguenot  blood  in  this  line,  acquired 
through  marriage  with  members  of  prominent  South 
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Carolina  Huguenot  families.  Adam  Clark  Gramling, 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  moved  from  Vir- 
ginia to  South  Carolina  in  his  early  years  and  from 
that  state  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army.  After 
the  Civil  war  he  moved  to  Alabama,  settling  in  Green- 
ville, where  he  became  prominent  as  a general  mer- 
chant. Following  his  death  his  widow  came  to  Miami 
and  made  her  home  with  her  son  until  she  died,  Febru- 
ary 5,  1910. 

John  C.  Gramling  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Greenville  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  entered  Massey’s  Business  College  in  Colum- 
bus, Georgia,  where  he  completed  the  full  commercial 
course,  including  bookkeeping  and  stenography.  Hav- 
ing determined  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life’s 
profession,  he  entered  the  Nashville  College  of  Law 
in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  later  studied  in  the  John 
B.  Stetson  University  at  De  Land,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  distinction  in  1906,  receiving  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  He  had,  however,  previous  to  this 
time  passed  his  examinations  for  the  bar  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  1904.  In  1898,  with  his  mother 
and  brother,  Dr.  William  Stanley  Gramling,  he  had 
moved  to  Dade  county,  Florida.  John  C.  Gramling 
established  a home  in  Little  River  but  after  one  year 
came  to  Miami,  where  he  has  now  resided  for  fifteen 
years.  Even  before  beginning  the  active  practice  of 
his  profession  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  Miami  district  and  has  since  been  more  or  less  in 
the  public  eye.  After  his  graduation  from  the  John  B. 
Stetson  University  he  at  once  opened  an  office  in 
Miami  and  from  that  time  to  this  has  been  continuously 
in  practice  here,  his  ability  and  legal  acumen  winning 
him  a high  place  in  professional  circles.  Since  October 
1,  1912,  he  has  been  a member  of  the  firm  of  Atkinson, 
Gramling  & Burdine,  one  of  the  prominent  law  firms 
in  the  city,  and  is  a lawyer  whose  ability  is  recognized 
and  whose  reputation  for  upright  dealing  has  never 
been  assailed.  Fine  judgment,  an  analytical  mind  and 
incorruptible  integrity  have  brought  him  prominence 
in  his  chosen  field  of  labor  and  have  carried  him  for- 
ward into  important  relations  with  public  affairs.  After 
only  one  year  of  practice  he  was  elected  municipal 
judge  of  the  city  of  Miami  and  in  1908  was  made 
judge  of  the  county  court,  his  judicial  temperament 
and  comprehensive  legal  knowledge  making  his  record 
an  honor  and  a credit  to  the  county  bench.  In  recog- 
nition of  his  able  and  constructive  work  and  in  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  unusual  legal  and  political  ability 
Mr.  Gramling  was  on  June  10,  1911,  honored  with  the 
appointment  to  the  position  of  state’s  attorney  of  the 
eleventh  Florida  judicial  circuit,  an  office  in  which  he 
is  still  serving  with  conspicuous  ability. 

Aside  from  his  profession  Mr.  Gramling  is  also  ac- 
tive in  the  public  and  business  life  of  Miami  and  in 


these  connections  is  doing  splendid  wrork  for  the  city, 
his  public  spirit  being  of  the  vital,  active  and  intelligent 
kind  and  his  support  always  willingly  given  to  pro- 
gressive movements  and  projects.  Recently  he  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  organizing  the  Dade  County 
Hospital  Association,  which  was  supported  by  the  best 
people  in  this  section  of  the  state  and  which  has  for 
its  object  the  building  and  maintaining  of  a hospital 
in  Miami,  which  hospital  was  later  given  to  the  city  of 
Miami.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  everything  that 
tends  to  build  up  the  city  and  community  in  which  he 
has  so  long  resided. 

In  November,  1908,  Mr.  Gramling  married  Miss 
Clara  Helen  St.  Clair-Abrams,  of  Jacksonville,  Flor- 
ida, and  they  have  two  children:  John  Carrington,  Jr., 
born  August  27,  1909;  and  Claire  Helen,  born  June 
24,  1912. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gramling  has  always  been  a stanch 
democrat, 'and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  serving  in  the  latter  organization 
as  past  chancellor  commander.  A man  of  varied  inter- 
ests, each  of  which  he  makes  separately  effective,  of 
commanding  professional,  business  and  political  abil- 
ity, high  in  his  standards,  firm  in  his  convictions  and 
modern  in  his  views,  he  stands  as  the  best  type  of 
young  American  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  has  attained  an  enviable  position  among  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  Miami,  his  ability  being  a certain 
guarantee  of  future  distinction. 


FIERBERT  BREARLY  RACE. 

Honored  and  respected  by  all,  there  is  no  one 
who  occupies  a more  enviable  position  in  financial 
circles  of  Jacksonville  than  does  Herbert  Brearly 
Race,  not  alone  by  reason  of  the  success  he  has 
achieved  but  also  owing  to  the  straightforward  and 
reliable  business  policy  he  has  ever  followed.  He  is 
today  at  the  head  of  several  strong  moneyed  institu- 
tions, including  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Jackson- 
ville, and  is  familiar  with  every  phase  of  the  banking 
business. 

Mr.  Race  is  a native  of  Cheraw,  South  Carolina, 
his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  20th  of  July,  1876. 
His  parents  were  Asa  A.  and  Sarah  (Keeler)  Race, 
the  former  of  German  descent,  his  ancestors  having 
come  to  the  new  world  in  colonial  days,  settling  in 
Pennsylvania,  while  the  mother’s  people  were  Eng- 
lish settlers  in  Connecticut,  the  Keeler  family  being 
there  established  in  1770.  Asa  A.  Race  followed 
merchandising  in  South  Carolina  and  in  1886  re- 
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moved  with  his  family  to  Florida,  taking  up  his  abode 
in  Palatka. 

Flerbert  B.  Race  was  at  that  time  a lad  of  ten 
years.  He  continued  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Palatka  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  put  aside  his  text-books  and  started  out  in  the 
business  world  on  his  own  account,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Southern  Savings  & Trust  Company  of 
Jacksonville.  He  has  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
the  banking  business  with  which  he  has  become  fa- 
miliar in  every  phase  as  he  has  worked  his  way 
steadily  upward  from  the  position  of  messenger  to 
that  of  president.  He  has  ever  recognized  the  fact 
that  the  bank  which  most  carefully  safeguards  the 
interests  of  its  depositors  is  most  worthy  of  public 
patronage.  He  has  therefore;  been  loyal  in  doing 
the  work  entrusted  to  him  and  has  advanced  in  posi- 
tions of  responsibility  until  he  now  occupies  a posi- 
tion of  distinctive  honor  and  influence  in  banking 
circles  of  Jacksonville. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1901,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Race  and  Miss  Emma  E.  Hernandez,  a 
daughter  of  L.  R.  and  Sarah  H.  Hernandez,  of 
Jacksonville.  They  have  one  daughter,  Erma  Keeler 
Race.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Race  has  always 
been  a democrat  but  his  activity  in  public  affairs 
has  been  not  along  political  lines  but  in  other  fields 
which  have  direct  bearing  upon  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  In  1903  he  was  elected  governor  of  the 
Jacksonville  Board  of  Trade  and  is  now  first  vice 
president  of  that  organization.  He  saw  three  years’ 
service  in  the  state  militia  and  his  aid  can  always  be 
counted  upon  to  further  movements  for  the  public 
good.  Lie  is  a leading  member  of  several  secret  so- 
cieties including  the  Masons,  in  which  he  belongs  to 
the  Knights  Templar  and  the  Shrine,  and  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  his  religious  faith 
is  evident  in  his  membership  in  the  Congregational 
church.  His  record  is  most  commendable.  There 
is  not  a single  esoteric  phase  in  his  career  and  his 
life  history  is  illustrative  of  the  fact  that  individual 
merit,  industry  and  enterprise  can  overcome  all  ob- 
stacles and  difficulties  and  reach  the  goal  of  success. 


W.  FLAKE  CHAMBLISS. 

W.  Flake  Chambliss,  who  since  1911  has  been 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  near  Greenwood,  was  born  in  Jackson  county, 
October  7,  1871.  He  is  a son  of  James  IT.  and  Bet- 
tie  (Withers)  Chambliss,  natives  of  Virginia,  who 
came  to  Florida  in  1858,  locating  in  Jackson  county, 
where  the  father  followed  farming  until  his  death, 


in  August,  1875.  The  mother  passed  away  May  20, 
1893.  In  their  family  were  eleven  children:  L.  E. 
and  Alice,  both  deceased ; Pattie,  who  married  C.  G. 
Hartsfield,  of  Jackson  county;  James  Robinson,  a 
railroad  contractor  in  Tampa;  Bettie,  Hetty,  Louis, 
Ida  and  J.  W.,  all  deceased;  W.  Flake,  of  this  re- 
view ; and  Charles,  who'  has  passed  away. 

W.  Flake  Chambliss  began  his  independent  career 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  became  connected 
with  railroading,  following  that  line  of  work  until 
1 91 1,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  owns  six  hundred  acres  of  land  and 
in  addition  to  general  farming  is  also  extensively- 
interested  in  stockraising,  both  branches  of  his  busi- 
ness being  profitable  and  important.  Mr.  Chambliss 
is  an  excellent  and  far-sighted  business  man,  straight- 
forward in  his  methods  and  progressive  in  his  stand- 
ards and  he  has,  therefore,  met  with  success,  stand- 
ing today  among  the  substantial  and  representative 
citizens  of  this  locality.  He  is  a director  in  the  local 
bank,  president  of  the  Greenwood  Investment  Com- 
pany and  president  of  the  Farmers  Cooperative  & Live 
Stock  Company. 

Mr.  Chambliss  has  been  twice  married.  On  the 
10th  of  August,  1898,  he  wedded  Miss  Mozelle  Wil- 
liams, who  died  September  16,  1901.  On  the  2d 
of  March,  1905,  Mr.  Chambliss  was  again  married, 
his  second  wife  being  Miss  Hulda  Williams.  To 
this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Bettie  Evelyn. 

Mr.  Chambliss  has  fraternal  connections  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  entire  life  has 
been  guided-  by  the  most  honorable  principles  and  his 
self-reliance  and  unfaltering  industry,  combined  with 
his  integrity,  constitute  salient  elements  in  his 
success. 


ADAM  ALEXANDER  BOGGS. 

Adam  Alexander  Boggs,  a leading  attorney  of 
Miami,  practicing  at  the  bar  as  a partner  in  the 
firm  of  Hudson  & Boggs,  was  born  September  29, 
1871.  He  is  a son  of  Dr.  William  Ellison  Boggs,  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman,  formerly  chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Georgia  and  now  living  retired  in  At- 
lanta. The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Marion  Alexander,  died  in  1902. 

Adam  A.  Boggs  was  reared  in  Tennessee,  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina,  his  place  of  residence  changing 
with  his  father’s  different  appointments.  After  hav- 
ing acquired  a common-school  education  he  entered 
the  University  of  Georgia  at  Athens  and  from  that 
institution  received  his  B.  A.  degree  in  1892  and  his 
M.  A.  degree  in  the  following  year.  He  afterward 
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spent  three  years  abroad  pursuing  his  studies  and  in 
1896  was  for  one  year  instructor  of  modern  languages 
in  the  University  of  Georgia.  He  located  in  Miami, 
Florida,  in  1897,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
For  a time  he  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  citrus 
fruits  but  later  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Florida  in  1906. 
He  has  since  that  time  been  in  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Hudson 
& Boggs,  his  partner  being  the  Hon.  Frederick  M. 
Hudson,  now  state  senator.  This  has  come  to  be 
one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  in  the  city  and  does 
a large  volume  of  important  business.  Mr.  Boggs  is 
a well  read  lawyer,  thoroughly  familiar  with  prece- 
dent, and  in  the  trial  of  cases  has  been  remarkably 
successful.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  advance- 
ment of  his  profession  along  all  lines  through  his 
membership  in  the  Dade  County  and  Florida  State 
Bar  Associations.  His  interest  is  largely  centered 
upon  his  legal  work  but  he  has  also  important  busi- 
ness connections  in  Miami,  being  identified  as  a di- 
rector with  the  Miami  Bank  & Trust  Company. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1895,  Mr.  Boggs  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Frances  Converse,  of  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Marjorie  C.,  aged  seventeen;  and  William 
Ellison,  fourteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Boggs  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Seminole  Club  of  Jacksonville.  He  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  but 
has  never  been  active  in  public  affairs  in  the  sense 
of  office  seeking.  He  cooperates,  however,  in  all 
movements  for  the  material,  intellectual  and  moral 
progress  of  the  community  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  foremost  lawyers  in  Dade  county,  his  exten- 
sive and  well  conducted  practice  placing  him  in  a 
prominent  position  in  professional  circles. 


JOHN  M.  LEE. 

The  progress  and  growth  of  any  community  are 
the  direct  result  of  the  combined  efforts  of  many 
men,  yet  in  every  city  there  are  certain  individuals 
who  by  the  force  of  their  ability,  energy  and  initia- 
tive spirit  stand  out  as  forces  in  development.  Such 
a man  is  John  M.  Lee,  of  Kissimmee,  to  whom  the 
city  owes  the  foundation  and  advancement  of  a num- 
ber of  her  most  important  financial  and  commercial 
institutions  and  who  since  locating  here  in  1880  has 
influenced  practically  every  phase  of  her  political, 
social  and  business  life.  Fie  was  born  in  Tattnall 
county,  Georgia,  and  is  a son  of  Hamilton  J.  and 
Martha  E.  (Mattox)  Lee. 


John  M.  Lee  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county  and  in  1880  left 
Georgia  and  came  to  Florida,  settling  in  Osceola 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  and  in 
cattle  dealing  on  an  extensive  scale.  In  1887  he  was 
appointed  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  served  as 
such  with  ability  and  distinction  until  1904.  During 
that  time  he  interested  himself  in  various  other  lines 
of  activity,  becoming  especially  prominent  m busi- 
ness circles,  in  which  he  was  soon  known  as  an  able 
organizer  and  promoter.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Osceola  County  State  Bank  and  served  as  its 
president  until  it  was  absorbed  by  the  State  Bank  of 
Kissimmee,  of  which  he  was  elected  vice  president, 
a position  which  he  has  since  held.  lie  was  also 
the  organizer  of  the  Osceola  Abstract  Company  and 
president  of  the  concern  for  many  years,  finally  dis- 
posing of  his  interests.  Probably  the  most  important 
of  his  present  business  connections  is  his  identifica- 
tion with  the  Lee-Parsons  Cattle  Company,  one  of 
the  largest  cattle  dealing  enterprises  in  this  section 
of  the  state,  owning  over  fifteen  thousand  acres  of 
pasture  land  and  valuable  holdings  of  bush  land 
throughout  the  state  and  handling  on  an  average 
seven  thousand  head  of  high-grade  cattle.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  Mr.  I.ee  is  one  of  the  largest  individual 
orange  growers  in  the  state,  owning  eighty  acres  of 
bearing  groves,  which  he  manages  himself.  In  the 
course  of  his  residence  in  this  county  he  has  prob- 
ably bought  and  sold  more  real  estate  than  any  other 
one  man  and  his  work  along  this  line  has  been  an 
important  force  in  the  development  and  exploitation 
of  Osceola  county  land.  All  of  his  business  inter- 
ests are  carefully  and  conservatively  conducted,  for 
Mr.  Lee  is  a far-sighted,  able  and  resourceful  business 
man,  his  sagacity  being  far-reaching  and  his  integ- 
rity standing  as  an  unquestioned  fact  in  his  career. 

Mr.  Lee  married  Miss  Dora  Outlaw,  of  Americus, 
Georgia,  a daughter  of  P.  D.  Outlaw,  a planter 
in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  have  six  chil- 
dren: Eunice,  who  is  now  Mrs.  N.  G.  Waring,  of 
Lakeland,  Florida;  Vivian,  who  was  graduated  from 
the  Wesleyan  Female  College  in  1912;  Mildred,  who 
is  a graduate  of  the  high  school ; Ethel,  who  is  still 
pursuing  her  studies;  Margaret;  and  John  M.,  Jr. 

The  prominence  which  Mr.  Lee  has  attained  along 
business  lines  is,  however,  only  one  of  his  many 
claims  to  honor  and  respect  among  his  fellow  towns- 
men, for  he  has  been  for  over  a quarter  of  a century 
a leader  in  local  politics,  his  name  standing  as  a 
synonym  for  reform,  progress  and  advancement.  He 
wrote  the  first  city  ordinance  and  was  afterward 
elected  mayor  of  Kissimmee,  a position  which  he 
filled  ably  and  creditably  for  a number  of  years.  Fie 
was  for  a long  time  a member  of  the  city  council,  a 
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position  which  he  resigned  in  1913  after  long,  able 
and  beneficial  service.  He  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  an  active  religious  worker, 
having  served  on  the  board  of  stewards  and  as  church 
trustee  for  a quarter  of  a century.  He  is  greatly 
respected  wherever  he  is  known,  as  his  efforts  are  in 
a high  degree  unselfish  and  directed  so  as  to  prove 
of  permanent  and  practical  benefit  to  those  with  whom 
he  is  associated  and  to  the  community  at  large. 


ALFREDO  T.  TRJAY. 

Alfredo  T.  Triay  is  filling  the  position  of  city 
clerk  of  Palatka  and  is  numbered  among  those  whose 
ability  and  loyalty  to  duty  have  given  the  city  excel- 
lent public  service  in  the  control  of  municipal  affairs. 
He  was  born  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  5, 
1838,  and  is  a son  of  B.  A.  and  Mercedes  J.  (Clark) 
Triay,  who  were  natives  of  Cuba,  the  former  of 
Spanish  descent  and  the  latter  of  English  lineage. 
They  were  reared  and  married  on  the  island  of 
Cuba  and  in  1855  came  to  Florida  for  the  benefit  of 
Mr.  Triay’s  health,  which  greatly  improved  here, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Cuba.  Subsequently  he 
traveled  back  and  forth  between  the  two  places  and 
devoted  much  of  his  life  to  the  cooperage  business, 
making  sugar  hogsheads.  He  died  in  St.  Augustine 
in  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  Palatka  in  September,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  In  the  family  were 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity,  while 
five  are  yet  living. 

Alfredo  T.  Triay,  who  was  the  youngest,  has  been 
almost  a lifelong  resident  of  Florida.  He  acquired 
his  education  by  attending  the  public  schools  of  St. 
Augustine  and  Eastman’s  Business  College  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  In  1894  he  was  appointed 
Lmited  States  consul  to  Cuba  and  served  for  four 
years,  or  until  the  declaration  of  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can  war.  Fie  was  on  a British  ship  returning  home 
when  the  first  guns  were  fired  that  inaugurated  the 
struggle  between  this  country  and  Spain.  He  had 
been  stationed  at  Baracoa,  on  the  west  end  of  the 
island,  having  large  shipping  interests  there.  For  a 
number  of  years  prior  to  his  appointment  as  consul 
he  had  resided  at  Jacksonville  and  was  engaged  in 
the  brokerage  business  and  also  in  railroad  work  in 
connection  with  the  Jacksonville,  Tallahassee  & Key 
West.  Since  1898  Mr.  Triay  has  resided  at  Palatka 
save  for  two  years  spent  in  Cuba  with  the  North 
American  Banking  Company.  He  was  for  some  time 
connected  with  the  Southern  Express  Company  here 
and  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  city  clerk,  his 


entire  time  and  attention  being  now  given  to  the 
duties  of  that  position. 

In  1878  Mr.  Triay  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
H.  Marie  Vogel,  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  a 
daughter  of  Captain  L.  R.  Vogel,  captain  of  the  old 
Charleston  line  of  steamers.  They  have  become 
parents  of  two  children:  M.  Mercedes,  the  wife  of 
Robert  E.  Troy,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama;  and 
Alfred  T.,  Jr.,  at  home.  Both  are  natives  of  Florida. 
The  family  attend  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Triay 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party. 
With  the  interests  of  the  state  he  is  thoroughly 
identified,  having  spent  almost  his  entire  life  within 
its  borders,  and  as  the  years  have  gone  on  he  has 
gained  for  himself  a creditable  position  in  public  re- 
gard owing  to  his  fidelity  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him. 


WILLIAM  STANLEY  GRAMLING,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  Stanley  Gramling,  a prominent  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  in  Miami,  was  born  in  Greenville, 
Alabama,  August  2,  1872,  a son  of  Adam  Clark  and 
Sallie  (Stanley)  Gramling,  both  of  whom  have  passed 
away.  The  father  was  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
having  served  as  a private  and  a sharpshooter  in  the 
Confederate  army. 

Dr.  Gramling  was  reared  in  Greenville  and  there 
acquired  his  preliminary  education.  He  afterward 
attended  the  University  of  Alabama,  from  the  medical 
department  of  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894.  He 
returned  immediately  to  Greenville  and  opened  an 
office  there,  where  he  resided  until  1898,  when  he  came 
to  Miami  as  one  of  the  city’s  pioneer  physicians,  con- 
tinuing his  practice  here  with  excellent  success,  being 
known  today  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  capable 
members  of  the  profession  in  Dade  county.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  private  work  he  is  acting  as  local  surgeon 
of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad  and  is  a member 
of  the  state  board  of  medical  examiners,  these  con- 
nections indicating  something  of  his  high  standing  in 
the  eyes  of  the  general  public  and  in  the  ranks  of  the 
medical  fraternity. 

Dr.  Gramling  married,  June  24,  1903,  Miss  Beatrice 
Sanders,  of  Merritt’s  Island,  Brevard  county,  Florida, 
and  they  have  one  son,  William  Sanders,  aged  eight 
years.  Fraternally  Dr.  Gramling  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  is  a Knight  Templar, 
and  a member  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  he  is  connected  also  with  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  He  belongs  to  the  Dade  County 
Medical  Society  and  the  Florida  State  and  the  Southern 
States  Medical  Associations,  and  through  the  inter- 
change of  thought  and  opinion  in  these  organizations 
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keeps  in  touch  with  the  progress  and  advancement  of 
his  profession.  He  never  considers  his  medical  studies 
complete  but  is  continually  carrying  forward  his  inves- 
tigations and  research  work  and  in  addition  to  this 
has  taken  two  post-graduate  courses  in  the  New  York 
Post-Graduate  School.  His  life  has  been  actuated  at 
all  times  by  high  and  honorable  principles,  manifest 
in  his  professional  labors  and  in  his  private  life.  Any- 
thing which  tends  to  promote  medical  efficiency  or  to 
increase  general  medical  knowledge  is  of  interest  to 
him  and  he  has  been  ever  a close  and  discriminating 
student  of  his  profession,  realizing  fully  the  obligations 
which  devolve  upon  him  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
calling. 


SAMUEL  BIRDSEY  HUBBARD. 

The  leaders  in  the  world  are  few.  The  great  ma- 
jority of  men  are  content  to  follow  in  paths  which 
others  have  marked  out  and  show  little  of  the  initi- 
ative which  is  necessary  in  the  organization  and  de- 
velopment of  important  business  enterprises  or  which 
lead  to  substantial  improvement  and  upbuilding  of 
city  and  state.  Jacksonville,  however,  was  fortunate 
in  having  as  one  of  its  citizens  a man  whose  energy, 
ambition  and  activity  reached  out  along  constantly 
broadening  lines,  winning  success  and  progress  for 
himself,  while  at  the  same  time  the  public  was  either 
a direct  or  indirect  beneficiary.  He  instituted  and 
controlled  various  corporate  interests,  successfully 
handling  and  managing  commercial  and  financial  in- 
stitutions which  were  sources  of  the  city’s  material 
growth,  nor  were  his  efiforts  alone  of  benefit  to  Jack- 
sonville. Florida  prospered  by  his  labors  in  large 
measure  and  when,  death  called  him  the  state  mourned 
the  loss  of  one  of  her  foremost  men.  He  had  reached 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  yet,  possessing  the  vigor  and 
enterprise  of  a much  younger  man,  it  seemed  that  he 
should  have  been  spared  for  many  years  to  come. 

North  Carolina  numbered  him  among  her  native 
sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Wadesboro,  that 
state,  on  the  13th  of  June,  1833.  His  parents  were 
Charles  and  Delia  (Birdsey)  Hubbard,  the  former  a 
well-to-do  farmer  who  was  descended  from  a promi- 
nent family  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  founded 
there  in  1650.  After  a residence  of  four  years  in 
North  Carolina  he  returned  to  the  old  home  in  Con- 
necticut so  that  Samuel  B.  Hubbard  was  educated 
in  Middletown,  becoming  a pupil  in  the  private  school 
conducted  by  D.  IT.  Chase.  Much  of  his  life,  how- 
ever, was  spent  in  the  south  for  he  made  his  initial 
step  in  the  business  world  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas, 
where  he  remained  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 


Civil  war.  He  then  returned  to  Connecticut  but 
with  the  close  of  hostilities  and  because  of  failing 
health  came  to  Florida.  The  genial,  sunny  clime  of 
this  state  proved  the  needed  panacea  and  he  here 
entered  upon  business  connections  which  brought  him 
to  a place  of  prominence  and  honor  among  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  this  state.  In  1866  he  opened  a hard- 
ware store  in  Jacksonville  under  the  name  of  S.  B. 
Hubbard  & Company  and  carefully  directing  its 
policy  and  its  interests,  so  developed  his  business  that 
it  came  to  be  and  still  remains  one  of  the  greatest 
hardware  establishments  in  the  entire  south.  In 
1892  it  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  The 
S.  B.  Hubbard  Company  and  at  all  times  its  inter- 
ests have  been  conducted  along  progressive  and  con- 
stantly expanding  lines.  Mr.  Hubbard  made  a close 
study  of  the  trade,  its  demands  and  its  opportunities, 
and  his  energy  and  resourcefulness  were  ever  ade- 
quate to  the  occasion  and  the  situation.  As  pros- 
perity came  to  him  along  that  line  he  extended  his 
efforts  into  other  fields  and  from  1888  until  his 
death  was  a prominent  factor  in  financial  circles.  In 
that  year  he  organized  the  Southern  Savings  & Trust 
Company  and  when  reorganization  was  necessary  be- 
cause of  the  growth  and  development  of  the  busi- 
ness the  institution  became  the  Mercantile  Exchange 
Bank  in  1900.  He  recognized  the  fact  that  the  bank 
which  most  carefully  safeguards  the  interests  of  its 
depositors  is  most  worthy  of  public  patronage  and 
therefore  he  always  tempered  his  progressiveness 
with  conservatism  and  made  the  bank  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  reliable  moneyed  institutions  of 
the  state.  He  also  operated  in  the  real-estate  field,  tak- 
ing an  important  part  in  the  development  of  the  Spring- 
field  suburb,  organizing  the  Springfield  Company  and 
purchasing  the  Hogans  grant  which  was  developed 
into  a beautiful  and  popular  residence  section.  With 
the  growth  of  Jacksonville  and  the  recognition  of  her 
needs  Mr.  Hubbard  organized  the  Main  Street  Rail- 
road Company  of  which  he  became  president,  suc- 
cessfully managing  its  interests.  He  was  likewise  at 
the  time  of  his  death  president  of  the  S.  B.  Hubbard 
Company,  the  Mercantile  Exchange  Bank,  the 
Springfield  Company  and  the  Citizens  Gas  Company. 
His  energy  and  industry  were  unabating  throughout 
his  entire  life  and  added  to  those  qualities  came  the 
sound  judgment  of  mature  years  so  that  his  efforts 
were  productive  of  the  greatest  possible  results.  One 
feature  of  his  business  career  deserving  of  highest 
commendation  was  his  sincere  and  helpful  interest 
in  young  men.  Those  in  his  service  found  him  a con- 
siderate employer,  ever  ready  to  encourage  and  assist 
them  if  on  their  part  they  showed  willingness  and 
devotion  to  his  interests.  His  large  commercial, 
financial  and  industrial  enterprises  were  of  far- 
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reaching  importance  and  value  as  factors  not  only 
in  the  growth  and  progress  of  Jacksonville  but  of 
the  state  as  well  and  his  example  should  serve  as  a 
source  of  inspiration  and  encouragement  to  others. 

On  the  21  st  of  February,  i860,  Mr.  Hubbard  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Almyra  T.  Hubbard,  a 
daughter  of  Asa  and  Sarah  T.  (Tryon)  Hubbard, 
of  Middletown,  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Almyra  T.  Hub- 
bard died  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  May  10,  1910. 
She  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  who  survive 
her.  The  eldest,  S.  B.  Hubbard,  Jr.,  who  had  be- 
come secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  S.  B.  Hubbard 
Company  following  his  father's  death,  was  made 
vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company.  The 
second  son,  Archer  Hubbard,  was  formerly  vice 
president  of  the  Mercantile  Exchange  Bank  and  is 
now  identified  with  various  prominent  business  en- 
terprises. The  only  daughter  is  Mrs.  C.  S.  L’Engle, 
of  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Hubbard  held  membership  in  the  Seminole 
Club,  the  Country  Club  and  the  Yacht  Club.  He 
made  these  things  the  needed  balance  to  his  intense 
business  activity.  His  political  belief  was  that  of 
the  democratic  party  and  his  religious  faith  that  of 
the  Episcopal  church.  Death  came  to  him  June  21, 
1903.  The  previous  day  he  had  been  attending  to 
business  affairs  and  thus  remained  in  active  life  al- 
most to  his  closing  hours.  The  many  employes  of 
the  various  enterprises  with  which  he  was  identified, 
in  accordance  with  their  request,  acted  as  an  escort 
to  the  grave,  showing  how  highly  he  was  esteemed 
by  those  who  had  been  in  his  service.  The  death  of 
perhaps  no  resident  of  Jacksonville  has  been  more 
deeply  regretted.  All  who  knew  him  honored  him. 
Those  who  came  into  contact  with  him  in  his  busi- 
ness relations  trusted  him  and  those  who  met  him 
socially  had  for  him  the  warmest  friendship  and  per- 
sonal regard.  He  was  a typical  American  citizen 
of  the  age,  alert,  energetic  and  determined,  yet  he 
never  regarded  business  as  the  whole  end  and  aim 
of  existence,  ever  finding  time  for  the  duties  of 
citizenship  and  the  obligations  which  rested  upon 
him  in  his  connection  with  his  fellowmen. 


S.  C.  STALLINGS. 

S.  C.  Stallings,  city  engineer  and  superintendent 
of  water  works  at  Palatka,  was  born  at  Buena 
Vista,  Georgia,  November  2,  1867,  h’s  parents  being 
George  W.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Cunningham) 
Stallings,  natives  of  Georgia  and  Maryland  respec- 
tively and  now  residents  of  Americus,  Georgia.  The 
father  was  born  in  March,  1829,  and  the  mother  on 


the  2 1 st  of  December,  1834,  and  they  have  lived  to 
celebrate  the  fifty-fourth  anniversary  of  their  mar- 
riage. The  father  is  now  a retired  merchant  and  is 
a veteran  of  the  Confederate  army,  having  enlisted  in 
a Georgia  regiment  and  served  in  the  commissary  de- 
partment throughout  the  Civil  war.  In  their  family 
are  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  yet  living. 

S.  C.  Stallings,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  re- 
mained at  home  until  sixteen  years  of  age  and  then 
joined  an  engineering  corps  on  railroad  surveys  and 
construction.  He  has  since  been  connected  with  that 
line  of  work.  He  was  identified  with  railway  inter- 
ests in  the  engineering  department  for  fifteen  years 
and  since  1905  has  been  connected  with  municipal 
engineering  work.  In  November,  1910,  he  was  called 
to  his  present  position  as  city  engineer  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  water  works  at  Palatka  and  in  this 
connection  has  given  excellent  satisfaction. 

In  1895  Mr.  Stallings  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Florence  Belle  Windsor,  of  Americus,  Georgia, 
a daughter  of  Richard  Windsor,  and  their  children 
are  Mary  Belle,  Mildred,  Richard,  Samuel  and 
Thomas  Charles.  The  family  attend  the  Baptist 
church,  in  which  Mr.  Stallings  holds  membership. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a democrat  but  has 
had  little  time  or  opportunity  to  take  part  in  political 
affairs,  ever  concentrating  his  energies  upon  his  pro- 
fessional duties,  in  which  connection  he  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward,  his  close  application,  his 
energy  and  experience  enabling  him  to  master  every 
phase  of  the  business  and  render  excellent  service  in 
his  present  official  connection. 


WALTER  WALDIN. 

An  initiative  spirit,  excellent  organizing  and  execu- 
tive ability,  broad  views,  progressive  ideas  and  the 
power  of  planning,  coordinating  and  systematizing  are 
qualities  which  have  made  Walter  Waldin  a successful 
business  man  and  gained  for  him  a position  of  emi- 
nence and  influence  in  business  circles  of  Miami.  Fie 
is  president  of  the  Walter  WTaldin  Investment  Com- 
pany, controlling  a large  real-estate  business  which 
he  founded,  and  in  the  further  enlargement  and  de- 
velopment of  which  he  has  displayed  the  ability  and 
resourcefulness  which  place  him  among  the  few  who 
establish  standards  and  precedents  in  the  modern 
business  world.  Mr.  Waldin  was  born  in  Germany, 
May  7,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  Anton  and  Johanna 
Waldin,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father, 
an  officer  in  the  German  army,  became  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  questions  and  issues  connected  with  the 
Civil  war  in  the  United  States  and  after  wide  and 
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intelligently  selected  reading  became  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  Union  cause.  So  deep  and  keen  was 
his  interest  that  he  came  to  America  during  the  prog- 
ress of  hostilities,  his  paramount  purpose  being  to 
offer  his  services  to  the  Federal  government.  In  the 
fall  of  1864  he  brought  his  wife  and  family  across 
the  Atlantic  and  after  his  arrival  in  New  York, 
pushed  westward  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he  es- 
tablished his  home.  By  this  time,  however,  the  war 
was  over  and  he  was  not  able  to  serve  the  cause  in 
which  he  was  so  deeply  interested.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  horticultural  pursuits  near  Burlington 
and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1893.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1900.  Three  of 
their  children  are  still  living:  Bernard  A.,  of  Home- 
stead, Florida ; Olga,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Rochus 
von  Koehneman,  a German  nobleman  residing  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska;  and  Walter,  of  this  review. 

Walter  Waldin  was  reared  near  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  city  and  in  the  Omaha  (Neb.)  high  school. 
Upon  reaching  manhood  be  became  interested  in  his 
father’s  business  and  for  a number  of  years  devoted 
his  attention  to  horticultural  pursuits,  developing  be- 
tween the  years  1882  and  1898  one  of  the  best  horti- 
cultural farms  in  the  middle  west.  He  was,  however, 
dissatisfied  with  the  results  he  obtained  and  deter- 
mined to  come  to  Florida,  a state  which  he  considered 
offered  far  better  advantages  for  his  line  of  work. 
Accordingly,  in  1898  he  sold  his  farm  near  Burling- 
ton and  came  to  Dade  county,  purchasing  a twenty- 
acre  tract  of  land  five  miles  west  of  Miami.  This 
he  developed  into  a profitable  truck  farm  and  oper- 
ated it  until  1902,  when  he  bought  one  hundred 
acres  of  unimproved  land  in  the  same  vicinity.  He 
gave  his  attention  to  its  development  and  by  prac- 
tical and  unremitting  labor  made  it  a productive  fruit 
and  truck  farm.  This  he  named  the  Fern  View  farm 
and  there  resided  for  ten  years,  developing  it  into 
one  of  the  most  attractive  and  valuable  properties  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  Finally,  however,  he  re- 
ceived a tempting  offer  for  his  land  and  disposed  of 
his  farming  interests,  turning  his  entire  attention 
to  the  conduct  of  the  real-estate  business  which  he 
had  established  in  Miami  in  1911.  In  that  year  he 
incorporated  the  Walter  Waldin  Investment  Com- 
pany and  is  its  president  today,  being  numbered  among 
the  leading  dealers  in  real  estate  in  the  city.  He 
handles  a large  amount  of  valuable  property  in  Dade 
county  and  in  Miami  and  vicinity  and  has  made  his 
business  profitable  not  only  to  himself  but  to  his  clients 
also.  He  is  otherwise  connected  with  business  inter- 
ests of  the  community  as  a director  in  the  Miami  Bank 
& Trust  Company  and  in  addition  he  is  known  as  the 
author  of  a small  volume  entitled  “Truck  Farming 


in  the  Everglades,”  which  is  full  of  valuable  infor- 
mation for  those  who  contemplate  farming  in  south- 
ern Florida  and  an  important  addition  to  agricultural 
literature. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1884,  Mr.  Waldin  mar- 
ried Miss  Matilda  Brand,  a native  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Walter,  who  died  in  infancy;  Raymond  V.,  president 
of  the  Florida  Rock  Company  of  Miami ; Alton  M., 
an  automobile  dealer  in  this  city ; and  Earl  D.,  a 
student  in  the  Webb  school  at  Bellbuckle,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Waldin  is  a member  of  the  Tarpon  and  Miami 
Clubs  and  is  popular  and  prominent  in  social  circles. 
He  is  numbered  among  Miami’s  most  successful  and 
influential  men  because  through  his  enterprise,  abil- 
ity and  foresight  he  has  won  prosperity  in  business 
and  through  his  upright  principles  has  commanded 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen. 


HON.  ION  LOWNDES  FARRIS. 

The  life  history  of  Ion  Lowndes  Farris  reflects 
credit  and  honor  upon  the  state  which  has  honored 
him.  He  is  now  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives in  the  Florida  legislature  and  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  youngest  man  ever  chosen  for  that  posi- 
tion. His  record  is  such  a one  as  the  American  public 
holds  in  highest  honor,  for  without  special  advantages 
in  his  youth  and  without  friends  or  influence  to  aid 
him  he  has  gradually  worked  his  way  upward  until 
as  lawyer  and  lawmaker  he  occupies  a place  of  notable 
prominence  in  the  state. 

He  was  born  September  14,  1878,  in  Savannah, 
Georgia,  and  was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  brought 
to  Jacksonville  by  his  parents,  Oscar  Alexander  and 
Mary  M.  (Detyens)  Farris,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  South  Carolina,  the  former  born  in  Charles- 
ton and  the  latter  in  Georgetown.  About  1886  the 
family  removed  to  Marion  county,  Florida,  where 
the  son  was  reared.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
but  displayed  such  aptitude  in  his  studies  that  he  was 
always  about  two  years  ahead  of  pupils  of  his  own 
age.  The  oratorical  ability  which  he  displayed  gained 
for  him  among  his  classmates  the  title  of  the  Demos- 
thenes of  the  high  school  of  Ocala.  Shortly  before 
the  time  of  graduation,  however,  when  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  school  and 
go  to  work.  While  assisting  his  father,  who  was 
a boilermaker,  he  devoted  his  leisure  time  to  the 
study  of  stenography  and  when  seventeen  years  of 
age  entered  a law  office,  where  he  served  as  stenog- 
rapher and  clerk,  supporting  himself  in  this  way  while 
reading  law.  He  closely  applied  himself  to  the  mas- 
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tery  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  gained  valu- 
able knowledge  from  actual  experience  in  law  work, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  attaining  his  majority. 
He  then  removed  to  Jacksonville,  where  he  has  since 
practiced  when  not  occupied  with  his  official  duties, 
and  has  been  a most  successful  criminal  lawyer,  em- 
ploying his  gift  of  oratory  in  the  clear,  forceful  and 
eloquent  presentation  of  his  cause.  Fie  has  ever 
carefully  prepared  his  cases,  is  seldom  if  ever  at 
fault  in  the  application  of  a legal  principle,  and  as- 
sembles his  points  so  that  their  combined  weight 
bears  directly  upon  the  position  which  he  attempts 
to  prove.  The  court  records  indicate  how  many  nota- 
ble victories  he  has  won. 

With  the  work  of  framing  the  laws  of  Florida  Mr. 
Farris  has  also  been  closely  and  prominently  iden- 
tified. Duval  county  elected  him  as  its  representative 
in  the  state  legislature  in  1906  and  endorsed  his  first 
term's  service  by  reelection  in  1908.  He  was  chosen 
speaker  of  the  house  in  1909,  being  the  youngest  man 
ever  so  honored  in  Florida,  as  he  was  but  thirty  years 
of  age  when  called  to  that  position  of  responsibility. 
In  1912  he  was  once  more  elected  a member  of  the 
general  assembly  and  again  as  speaker  is  making  a 
record  which  indicates  him  to  be  a strict  and  unbi- 
ased parliamentarian,  while  his  discussion  of  polit- 
ical points  with  his  colleagues  of  the  house  shows 
him  to  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  of  the  im- 
portant questions  and  themes  affecting  state  govern- 
ment. In  politics  he  is  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the 
progressive  democrats  and  is  a warm  admirer  and 
strong  believer  in  the  policy  of  W.  J.  Bryan.  ITe  has 
fought  for  initiative,  referendum  and  recall  and  is 
still  active  in  support  of  those  measures,  believing  111 
the  rule  of  the  people  as  against  special  interests.  It 
is  his  desire  to  live  to  see  the  American  people  liber- 
ated from  the  chain  of  political  and  industrial  slavery, 
and  it  is  not  in  his  nature  to  give  up  any  contest  in 
which  he  enters.  He  eagerly  embraces  and  improves 
every  opportunity  for  furthering  the  interests  of  the 
commonwealth  at  large,  and  his  position  upon  vital 
problems  indicates  him  to  be  one  of  Florida’s  far- 
seeing  statesmen. 

In  Marion  county,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1901, 
Mr.  Farris  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Allie  M. 
Liddell,  a daughter  of  J.  M.  Liddell.  She  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Tennessee  and  they  were  sweethearts 
from  childhood.  Theirs  is  largely  an  ideal  home  life 
and  their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  three  sons : 
Ion  Lowndes,  Jr.,  J.  Liddell  and  Lawrence  Bryan,  aged 
respectively  eleven,  nine  and  five  years. 

The  family  attend  the  First  Methodist  church  of 
Jacksonville,  of  which  Mr.  Farris  is  a member,  and 
he  belongs  also  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  the  Red  Men  and  the  Odd  Fel- 


lows lodges.  His  position  is  never  an  equivocal  one 
upon  any  important  subject,  and  his  public  record 
indicates  that  he  has  ever  been  faultless  in  honor, 
fearless  in  conduct  and  stainless  in  reputation. 


COLONEL  EDWIN  ALEXANDER  WADDELL. 

Miami,  the  magic  city,  founded  about  sixteen  years 
ago,  has  since  that  time  made  continuous  progress, 
growing  day  and  night,  advancing  along  material,  po- 
litical, educational  and  moral  lines  and  expanding  into 
a wealth)-  and  prosperous  community.  It  has  been 
built  up  by  the  efforts,  the  labors  and,  most  of  all,  the 
enthusiasm  of  many  men,  men  of  intelligence,  per- 
sonality and  ambition,  who,  quick  to  recognize  a rare 
opportunity,  have  so  availed  themselves  of  it  that  their 
work  has  been  a force  in  civic  progress.  Miami  there- 
fore represents  the  aggregate  effort  of  many  men,  but 
among  them  certain  individuals  stand  forth  preemi- 
nently because  their  accomplishments  have  been  un- 
usual and  their  standards  and  policies  extraordinarily 
effective  as  forces  in  the  direction  of  public  thought 
and  opinion.  Among  these  is  numbered  Colonel  Edwin 
Alexander  Waddell,  known  as  one  of  the  real  builders 
of  the  city,  for  he  was  the  second  person  to  settle  on 
the  present  townsite.  His  residence  here  dates  from 
1894,  when  the  remnants  of  old  Fort  Dallas  and  the 
trading  post  on  Brickell’s  Point  furnished  the  only 
signs  of  human  occupation.  Since  then  he  has  been 
one  of  the  leaders  in  all  public  movements  for  the 
advancement  of  the  city’s  interests,  standing  today 
among  the  foremost  of  the  town’s  loyal  and  aggressive 
citizens. 

Colonel  Waddell  was  born  in  Perth,  Ontario,  Canada, 
August  13,  1859,  and  is  of  Scotch,  Irish,  English  and 
Canadian  descent.  His  father,  James  Waddell,  was 
born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  of  Scotch  parents  and 
his  mother,  Margaret  Caroline  (Crafts)  Waddell,  was 
born  in  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  of  English  descent. 
She  died  in  Perth  in  September,  1885,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two,  and  was  survived  by  her  husband  only  one 
year.  He  was  a farmer  and  a lumber  and  grain 
dealer,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Perth, 
where  his  death  occurred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wad- 
dell had  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  two  eldest,  James  A.  and  John  A.,  have  passed 
away.  The  others  beside  our  subject  are:  Dr.  William 
IT.  Waddell,  of  North  Augusta,  Ontario,  Canada;  and 
Margaret  J.  and  Elizabeth  A.,  both  of  whom  reside 
in  Perth. 

Edwin  A.  Waddell  was  reared  and  educated  in  Perth, 
Canada,  and  in  February,  1877,  came  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  New  York,  where  he  became  con- 
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nected  with  a wholesale  butter,  cheese  and  egg  house. 
He  remained  with  the  firm  for  nine  years,  securing  an 
interest  in  it,  and  is  now  its  head,  the  business  being 
conducted  under  the  name  of  John  A.  Waddell  & Com- 
pany. Mr.  Waddell  came  to  Florida  in  1886  and  for 
a short  time  lived  in  Key  West.  During  the  time  he 
invested  in  an  orange  grove  in  Arcadia,  Florida,  and 
afterward  became  active  in  the  cattle  business  in  the 
central  part  of  the  state.  While  on  a pleasure  cruise 
with  his  brother  to  visit  Captain  Dimick  at  Palm  Beach, 
one  of  the  sails  of  the  vessel  gave  way  and  the  party 
came  ashore,  landing  on  the  present  townsite  of  Miami 
in  1888.  Mr.  Waddell  became  so  impressed  with  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  locality  that  he  even  then 
insisted  on  predicting  the  founding  of  the  city  and 
later  returned  to  take  his  part  in  the  work  of  develop- 
ment. For  a time  he  maintained  his  residence  in  Lemon 
City,  making  daily  visits  to  Miami,  where  he  engaged 
in  survey  work  in  the  endeavor  to  locate  land  which 
he  had  purchased  in  1888.  The  survey  was  made  dif- 
ficult because  the  government  section  posts  had  all 
been  knocked  down.  Gradually  Colonel  Waddell  was 
joined  by  other  pioneers  and  in  1896  the  town  had  a 
fair  beginning,  the  railroad  having  brought  many  set- 
tlers. With  the  building  of  the  Royal  Palm  Hotel  and 
the  establishment  of  business  enterprises  progress  con- 
tinued, Colonel  Waddell  leading  in  all  progressive  pub- 
lic measures.  Lie  was  one  of  a little  group  of  prominent 
men  known  as  “The  Hungry  Six,”  who,  when  they 
heard  a dog  howl,  said  to  themselves  with  a knowing 
nod,  “That’s  breakfast  tomorrow.”  This  shows  in 
some  degree  the  limitations  of  diet  in  those  early  days, 
hash  having  then  been  the  principal  article  of  food. 
Colonel  Waddell  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
settler  north  of  the  Miami  river  inside  the  present  limits 
of  Miami,  with  the  exception  of  Harry  Tuttle,  who 
was,  however,  a mere  child  when  he  located  here,  his 
mother  owning  all  of  the  present  site  of  Miami  north 
of  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  acres  owned 
by  C.  LI.  Day,  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  A local  paper 
gives  this  account  of  Colonel  Waddell’s  work  in  the 
interests  of  the  city  since  settling  here.  “When  Miami 
began  to  assume  proportions  and  the  start  was  really 
made,  Colonel  Waddell  was  among  the  foremost  who 
talked,  wrote,  dreamed  and  advocated  Miami  on  all 
sides  and  in  this  work  he  has  never  ceased.  Even  to 
this  day,  when  in  the  course  of  business  he  receives  a 
letter  of  inquiry,  Mr.  Waddell  sends  the  applicant  a 
copy  of  the  city  directory,  at  no  little  expense.  He  has 
sent  out  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  literature  per- 
taining to  Miami  and  is  as  aggressive  and  loyal  as  any 
citizen  within  the  city.  He  came  to  Miami  to  live  and 
die  and  there  has  never  been  a time  when  Miami  needed 
him  that  he  did  not  come  forward  and  give  assistance 
and  advice.  Lie  is  not  only  one  of  Miami’s  first  busi- 


ness men,  one  of  her  first  settlers  and  one  of  her  best 
advocates,  but  also  one  of  her  best  citizens.  He  has 
never  had  a hand  in  anything,  business  or  private,  that 
does  not  do  him  honor.”  Colonel  Waddell  has  often 
been  urged  to  hold  public  office,  state,  county  and  city, 
but  has  always  declined,  preferring  to  assist  and  advise, 
if  asked  for  assistance  and  advice  by  those  in  public 
office.  He  is  a gentleman  always  ready  to  help  the 
man  less  fortunate,  and  never  underestimates  the  worth 
of  his  fellow  man. 

At  present  Colonel  Waddell  is  extensively  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  here,  conducting  an  office 
on  Twelfth  street,  where  there  is  always  an  abundance 
of  literature  concerning  the  advantages  of  this  part  of 
Florida,  exhibits  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  where 
a general  information  bureau  is  maintained.  In  addi- 
tion he  is  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Miami,  a director  and  stockholder  in  the  Miami 
Savings  Bank  and  a stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Bay 
Biscayne.  But  his  individual  prosperity,  while  it  is 
deservedly  great,  is  kept  always  secondary  in  impor- 
tance to  the  community  interests. 

On  January  25,  1900,  Colonel  Waddell  married  Miss 
Dorothea  H.  Watts,  a native  of  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
who  was  reared  in  Chelsea.  They  have  a daughter, 
Mary  Dorothy,  aged  eleven.  Colonel  Waddell  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  for  four  years  served 
on  the  staff  of  Governor  Gilchrist  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  He  is  a man  of  enthusiasm,  of  aggressive  ac- 
tivity and  constructive  imagination — all  indispensable 
qualities  in  city  building.  Throughout  the  years  that 
have  covered  the  period  of  his  residence  here  he  has 
steadily  advocated  in  speech  and  action  and  through 
the  publication  of  various  writings  the  advantages  of 
the  city,  and  this  made  his  idealism,  guided  and  con- 
trolled by  sound  and  practical  business  acumen,  one 
of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  the  growth  of  the 
magic  city. 


A.  F.  BARTLETT,  A.  M. 

Before  coming  to  Florida  Professor  A.  F.  Bartlett 
made  for  himself  a prominent  place  in  educational 
circles,  being  especially  well  known  in  the  middle  west. 
Since  arriving  in  St.  Petersburg  he  has  been  vari- 
ously identified  with  the  work  of  general  improvement 
and  upbuilding  here,  connected  with  its  banking  in- 
terests, its  street  railway  building  and  also  with  hor- 
ticultural pursuits  in  Pinellas  county.  He  was  born 
in  Southampton,  Massachusetts,  March  5,  1853,  a 
son  of  Samuel  C.  and  Rhoda  (Searles)  Bartlett,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Massachusetts,  where  their  en- 
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tire  lives  were  passed.  Three  brothers  of  the  Bartlett 
family  became  residents  of  New  England  during 
colonial  days  and  Josiah  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire, 
became  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. The  family  has  been  represented  not  only 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  but  in  all  the  wars  in  which 
the  country  has  been  engaged,  and  the  military  record 
of  bravery  and  loyalty  is  a most  notable  one.  Samuel 
C.  Bartlett  was  a farmer  and  contractor,  devoting  his 
life  to  those  two  pursuits  in  his  native  state.  His 
family  numbered  fourteen  children,  of  whom  four 
are  now  living.  Two  of  the  sons  were  soldiers  of 
the  Civil  war  and  Dwight  died  of  measles  while  with 
the  army.  The  other  son,  Seth  C.,  who  enlisted  in 
defence  of  the  Union,  died  in  St.  Petersburg,  Flor- 
ida, in  December,  1910. 

A.  F.  Bartlett  was  a resident  of  Massachusetts 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  after  attending  the 
public  schools  pursued  a preparatory  course  in  the 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy  at  Andover,  Massachusetts. 
Later  he  entered  Yale,  where  he  pursued  a partial 
course  and  then  completed  his  studies  in  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1882.  For  two  years  he  was  in  charge  of  a 
boarding  school  known  as  Stanford  Seminary,  in  New 
York,  and  following  his  graduation  from  Oberlin  he 
accepted  the  superintendency  of  the  city  schools  at 
Yankton,  South  Dakota,  where  he  remained  from 
1882  until  1887.  The  succeeding  three  years  were 
spent  as  a professor  of  mathematics  and  sciences  in 
the  Yankton  College.  For  two  years  he  was  teacher 
in  the  preparatory  department  at  Oberlin  and  he  spent 
two  years  in  studying  educational  systems  in  various 
cities.  He  took  charge  of  the  public  schools  at  Lake 
Geneva,  Wisconsin,  and  there  enlarged  and  standard- 
ized a kindergarten  and  also  introduced  a new  method 
of  teaching  geography  and  published  a book  on  that 
subject,  in  connection  with  General  W.  H.  H.  Beadle, 
LL.  B.,  who  was  then  president  of  the  state  normal 
school  located  at  Madison,  South  Dakota,  and  for- 
merly superintendent  of  the  schools  of  the  Dakotas. 

After  many  years  devoted  to  educational  work, 
in  which  he  attained  distinction  as  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  progressive  educators  of  the  middle  west, 
Professor  Bartlett  retired  from  the  profession  in 
1898  and  came  b>  Florida,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  had  taken  a very  active  part  in  civic  af- 
fairs while  a resident  of  Yankton  and  had  done  much 
toward  shaping  public  thought  and  action  during  the 
formative  period  in  the  history  of  that  section  of  the 
state.  Fie  was,  moreover,  active  in  making  South 
Dakota  a prohibition  state  and  had  charge  of  a spe- 
cial campaign  paper  in  connection  with  his  college 
work.  So  strenuous  was  his  work  that  his  health 
became  undermined  and  in  order  to  enter  upon  less 


arduous  duties  he  left  Dakota  and  accepted  the  super- 
intendency of  schools  at  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin. 
Flis  interest  in  educational  matters  has  never  abated, 
although  he  has  not  actively  engaged  in  teaching 
since  coming  to  Florida.  Flowever,  he  served  for 
eight  years  on  the  local  school  board  of  St.  Peters- 
burg and  was  helpfully  connected  with  the  school 
system  of  the  city  for  ten  years  during  its  formative 
period.  He  is  interested  in  everything  that  has  a 
bearing  upon  the  municipal  welfare  and  his  labors 
have  been  of  direct  benefit  along  many  lines.  His 
labors  were  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  water 
front  for  the  city,  and  he  has  been  associated  with 
others  in  holding  property  in  trust  for  St.  Petersburg. 
He  has  been  chairman  of  the  county  school  board 
since  the  organization  of  Pinellas  county  in  January, 
1911,  and  was  active  in  securing  the  establishment  of 
the  kindergarten  in  St.  Petersburg,  the  first  connected 
with  the  public  schools  of  the  state.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  which  he 
was  chosen  the  first  vice  president  and  became  its 
first  president  after  its  incorporation.  He  was  also 
the  first  vice  president  of  the  Central  National  Bank, 
which  he  aided  in  organizing,  and  he  took  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  developing  the  street  railway 
system  and  in  promoting  many  other  projects  of  pub- 
lic importance.  Many  of  his  labors  have  brought  to 
him  no  material  reward,  his  efforts  being  prompted  by 
a deep  and  sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  and  upbuild- 
ing of  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 
Since  coming  to  Florida  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  orange  growing  industry  and  formerly  was  the 
owner  of  two  large  groves,  but  he  disposed  of  one 
of  his  groves,  and  also  a portion  of  his  home  grove 
for  city  lots. 

In  1876  Mr.  Bartlett  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Alice  A.  Ford,  a native  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, and  a daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Caroline 
A.  (Brown)  Ford,  who  were  natives  of  New  England. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  but  Charles, 
their  first  born,  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are: 
Ralph ; Irene,  the  wife  of  John  M.  Park,  of  East 
Palatka,  Florida,  and  the  only  son  of  the  editor  and 
publisher  of  Park’s  Floral  Guide;  and  Ruth,  who 
is  a pupil  in  the  high  school  of  St.  Petersburg.  The 
family  residence  is  on  Ninth  Street,  North.  Pro- 
fessor Bartlett  has  been  a resident  of  St.  Petersburg 
during  the  greater  part  of  its  development,  is  an  en- 
thusiastic admirer  of  and  believer  in  the  city  and 
rejoices  in  its  progress,  in  its  substantial  develop- 
ment and  in  the  character  of  the  people  who  have  been 
attracted  here.  He  has  never  been  a partisan  in  pol- 
itics but  works  for  the  best  interests  of  the  commun- 
ity at  large,  and  his  service  is  done  without  desire  for 
compensation.  He  belongs  to  the  Men’s  Club  and  is 
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one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  St.  Petersburg,  hon- 
ored none  the  less  for  what  he  has  accomplished  than 
for  the  straightforward,  honorable  methods  which 
he  has  ever  employed.  His  life  labors  have  indeed 
been  a serviceable  factor  in  the  world’s  work,  his 
influence  being  ever  on  the  side  of  progress  and  im- 
provement and  an  effective  force  in  material,  intel- 
lectual and  moral  advancement.  He  has  ever  been  a 
close  student  of  the  sociological,  economic  and  polit- 
ical questions  of  the  day  and  has  kept  abreast  with  the 
best  thinking  men  of  the  age. 


CHARLES  ALFRED  CAY. 

Charles  Alfred  Cay,  who  is  living  retired  in  Tal- 
lahassee after  many  years  of  successful  identification 
with  representative  business  interests  in  Florida,  was 
born  in  Liberty  county,  Georgia,  August  24,  1851. 
He  is  a son  of  Raymond  and  Eliza  Ann  (Stetson) 
Cay,  the  former  a native  of  Cuba  and  the  latter  of 
Massachusetts.  The  father  came  as  a boy  from  his 
native  city  of  Bonaca  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  thence  to  Liberty  county,  Georgia,  where  for  a 
time  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  later  becom- 
ing a large  planter  and  slave  owner.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Raymond  Cay  were  born  eight  children:  Julia, 
deceased;  Josephine,  the  widow  of  Dr.  T.  M.  Stewart, 
of  South  Carolina;  John  D.,  a resident  of  Tallahassee; 
Louis  Eugene,  deceased;  Raymond  K.,  of  Jackson- 
ville ; Eulalie,  the  wife  of  T.  O.  Fleming,  of  Bruns- 
wick, Georgia;  Charles  Alfred,  of  this  review;  and 
Natalie,  widow  of  Philip  Halls,  of  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Charles  A.  Cay  began  his  independent  career  at 
the  early  age  of  fourteen,  at  which  time  he  left  home 
and  went  to  the  southwestern  part  of  Georgia,  where 
he  became  connected  with  railroading.  For  twenty- 
five  years  thereafter  he  continued  in  this  line  of 
work,  rising  rapidly  to  an  important  position  in  the 
construction  department  of  the  Savannah  Florida  & 
Western  Railway,  for  whom  he  acted  as  tie  con- 
tractor for  some  time,  having  been  the  first  man  to 
ship  chip  ties.  When  he  abandoned  railroading  he 
became  connected  with  sawmilling  but  after  six  years 
went  into  the  turpentine  business,  which  he  followed 
successfully  until  1897.  For  ten  years  thereafter  he 
dealt  in  naval  stores,  securing  by  reason  of  his  far- 
sighted and  discriminating  business  ability  an  excel- 
lent patronage.  However,  in  1907  he  disposed  of 
practically  all  of  his  business  interests,  retaining  only 
a fourth  interest  in  a gas  plant  in  Georgia,  and  re- 
tired from  business  life.  He  erected  a comfortable 
and  attractive  home  in  Tallahassee  and  is  there  resid- 


ing, having  earned  leisure  and  rest  by  many  years  of 
earnest,  untiring  and  well  directed  work. 

Mr.  Cay  has  been  twice  married.  He  first  wedded 
Miss  Minna  Montgomery,  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  a daughter  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Montgomery,  a 
Presbyterian  minister  of  Bingham,  that  state.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Cay  married  Miss 
Florence  Genovar,  a daughter  of  Senator  Genovar, 
of  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 

Essentially  a public-spirited  and  progressive  citi- 
zen, Mr.  Cay  has  for  many  years  taken  an  active  part 
in  politics  and  in  the  support  and  promotion  of  all 
projects  for  the  advancement  of  the  community.  He 
represented  Leon  county  in  the  last  state  legislature, 
doing  far-sighted,  able  and  conscientious  work,  and 
he  is  now  in  the  eighth  term  of  his  service  as  school 
trustee.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Elks  and  the 
Masonic  order,  and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  thought  and 
with  matters  of  general  interest  and  enjoys  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  an  extensive  circle  of  friends. 


HOBART  C.  HARE. 

There  is  perhaps  no  record  in  this  volume  which 
indicates  more  clearly  the  opportunities  which  Amer- 
ica affords  to  her  citizens  than  does  that  of  Hobart 
C.  Hare,  who  is  a strictly  self-made  man  in  the  high- 
est and  best  sense  of  the  term.  From  a humble  posi- 
tion he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  until, 
as  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  FI.  C.  Hare  & Com- 
pany he  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  foremost  insur- 
ance companies  of  Jacksonville.  New  Jersey  numbers 
him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred 
at  Perth  Amboy,  that  state,  September  4,  1870.  His 
father,  Hobart  Hare,  a native  of  New  York  city,  died 
in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  February  2,  1907,  aged 
seventy-six.  He  was  born  in  1831.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marianna  Clark,  was  born 
in  Fredericton,  on  the  St.  John’s  river,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  accompanied 
her  husband  to  Jacksonville,  Florida,  where  she  died 
of  yellow  fever  during  the  epidemic  of  1888. 

Hobart  C.  Hare  was  a lad  of  eight  or  ten  years 
when  the  family  came  to  the  south.  His  education 
was  early  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Jackson- 
ville but  when  he  was  still  quite  young  he  began  to 
earn  his  own  living  by  driving  a dirt  cart  in  connec- 
tion with  municipal  improvement  work.  He  was 
next  employed  as  a clerk  by  the  late  Crosby  Daw- 
kins, a prominent  insurance  agent  at  Jacksonville, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1897,  when  Mr.  Daw- 
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kins  disposed  of  the  business.  Mr.  Hare  then  opened 
an  insurance  office  on  his  own  account.  Under  the 
firm  style  of  H.  C.  Hare  & Company  he  has  gained 
a position  among  the  leading  insurance  men  of  the 
city,  the  high  rank  of  the  firm  being  largely  due  to 
his  energy,  perseverance,  determination  and  business 
ability.  He  operates  today  the  largest  local  and  gen- 
eral insurance  business  in  Florida. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1893,  Mr.  Hare  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  R.  Teynac,  of 
Savannah,  Georgia,  and  they  have  two  children,  a 
son  and  daughter,  Hobart  E.  Hare  and  Helen  F.  Hare. 
As  his  interests  have  extended  he  has  become  vice 
president  of  The  Commercial  Bank  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  prominent  in 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  a popu- 
lar member  of  the  Seminole,  Germania  and  Commer- 
cial Clubs.  Mr.  Hare  by  reason  of  his  genuine  worth 
has  won  for  himself  a creditable  position  in  both 
business  and  social  circles  and  is  accounted  one  of 
the  useful  and  respected  citizens  of  Jacksonville. 


FRANCIS  MARION  LANIER. 

On  the  roster  of  county  officials  of  Polk  county  ap- 
pears the  name  of  Francis  Marion  Lanier,  now  serving 
in  an  efficient  and  capable  manner  as  tax  collector.  He 
has  been  a resident  of  Florida  since  1872  in  which  year 
he  came  to  Lakeland  where  he  entered  the  public 
schools,  following  the  usual  course  of  study  until  he 
laid  aside  his  books.  Francis  Marion  Lanier  began  his 
active  career  as  a conductor  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railroad  and  he  continued  in  that  capacity  for  fourteen 
years,  the  length  of  his  service  giving  ample  evidence 
of  the  acceptability  of  his  work.  When  he  severed  his 
connection  with  the  railroad  he  removed  to  Bartow 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  being  num- 
bered today  among  the  substantial  and  representative 
men  of  the  city.  In  July,  1910,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
office  of  county  tax  collector  to  fill  out  an  unexpired 
term  and  so  able  and  discriminating  was  his  work  in 
this  capacity  that  in  1912  he  was  elected  to  the  position. 
He  is  considered  one  of  the  most  deservedly  success- 
fid  men  in  local  public  life,  his  influence  being  always 
on  the  side  of  right,  reform  and  progress  and  his  activi- 
ties ever  directed  into  channels  of  advancement. 

Mr.  Lanier  married  on  the  15th  of  July,  1900,  Miss 
Rosa  Lee  Rickman  of  Ponta  Gorda,  Florida,  a daugh- 
ter of  P.  O.  Rickman,  a farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  that 
community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lanier  have  two  children, 
Inez  Elizabeth  and  Francis  Marion,  Jr.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Lanier  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  lodge,  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Order  of 


Railroad  Conductors  and  is  well  known  in  fraternal 
circles.  His  genial  qualities,  his  social  disposition  and 
his  genuine  worth  have  gained  him  many  friends  in 
this  community  and  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is 
held  merits  his  classification  with  the  representative 
and  honored  citizens  of  the  county. 


WILLIAM  EM  LEY  WALTON. 

For  over  a quarter  of  a century  William  Emley 
Walton  has  been  identified  with  the  insurance  busi- 
ness and  is  today  in  control  of  one  of  the  largest  in- 
surance concerns  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Florida.  He 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  June  16, 
1867,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  Walton,  born  in  Bibirby, 
Pennsylvania,  eighteen  miles  from  Philadelphia.  The 
father  was  for  a number  of  years  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  livery  business  in  the  latter  city,  having 
established  the  second  enterprise  of  that  character 
north  of  Market  street.  For  many  years  he  also  made 
a specialty  of  the  breeding  and  raising  of  fine  horses. 
Pie  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1894.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Josephine  Emley, 
a native  of  Bordentown,  New  Jersey.  She  came  to 
Florida  shortly  after  the  death  of  her  husband  and 
located  in  Kissimmee,  later  removing  to  Daytona, 
where  she  now  resides.  On  both  sides  of  his  family 
Mr.  Walton  is  of  Quaker  stock  and  he  himself  is  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  He  is  named  in 
honor  of  his  uncle,  William  S.  Emley,  late  a prominent 
commission  merchant  of  Philadelphia  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  president  of  the  Sixth  National  Bank  of 
that  city. 

William  E.  Walton  was  reared  in  Philadelphia  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  city  schools,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age.  After  he  had  attained  his  maturity  he  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  livery  business,  but 
in  1888  turned  his  attention  to  fire  insurance  and  for 
more  than  twenty-five  years  has  been  connected  with 
this  line  of  work,  much  of  his  success  being  due  to 
his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  business  in  prin- 
ciple and  detail  and  his  long  period  of  practical  ex- 
perience. He  remained  in  Philadelphia  until  1902, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  seek  a milder  climate  on  ac- 
count of  his  failing  health.  Accordingly,  he  came  to 
Miami,  where  he  continued  his  connection  with  the 
fire  insurance  business,  being  today  the  only  man  on 
the  eastern  coast  south  of  Jacksonville  who  devotes 
his  entire  time  to  this  line  of  work,  excluding  all 
other  pursuits.  As  a result  of  his  energy,  enterprise 
and  business  discrimination  Mr.  Walton  has  secured 
a large  and  representative  patronage  and  is  considered 
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an  authority  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  special 
line.  He  is  a member  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  and  his  position  as  secretary  of  this 
organization  indicates  something  of  his  high  stand- 
ing among  his  associates. 

On  February  io,  1895,  Mr.  Walton  married  Miss 
Maude  Monroe,  who  was  born  in  New  York  city  and 
who  later  resided  in  Philadelphia.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  Edith  Monroe,  Maude  Frances 
and  William  Edwin.  Mr.  Walton  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a man 
of  high  social  and  business  standing  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  valued  citizens  of 
this  community. 


BERTIE  L.  SHAW. 

Gadsden  county  has  its  full  quota  of  progressive 
agriculturists  who  have  contributed  their  share  to 
the  upbuilding  and  development  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  Among  their  number  is  Bertie  L.  Shaw,  the 
owner  of  eighty-five  acres  of  land  near  Quincy,  upon 
which  he  is  specializing  in  the  growing  of  high-grade 
tobacco.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1886,  and  is  a son  of  Jake  and  Annie  (Wilcox) 
Shaw,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Florida.  The  par- 
ents are  now  living  in  Gadsden  county,  where  the 
father  is  engaged  in  farming,  an  occupation  which 
has  claimed  his  attention  since  the  beginning  of  his 
active  career.  To  their  union  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren: Norman,  a resident  of  Gadsden  county;  Donny, 
the  wife  of  John  Brockman,  of  Gadsden  county;  Roy, 
who  is  a quartermaster  in  the  United  States  army  and 
is  stationed  in  the  Philippines;  Lela,  the  wife  of 
Oscar  Harrison,  of  Gadsden  county;  Bertie  L.,  of 
this  review;  Rena,  at  home;  Flossie,  who  married 
Henry  Jordan,  of  Gadsden  county;  Ray,  Fulton  and 
Ruby,  all  at  home ; and  a child  who  died  in  infancy. 

After  acquiring  a public-school  education  Bertie  L. 
Shaw  remained  upon  the  homestead  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  began  his  independ- 
ent career,  working  for  four  years  as  superintendent 
of  a farm.  The  practical  experience  in  management 
which  he  gained  at  this  time,  combined  with  his  early 
familiarity  with  the  details  of  farm  operation,  have 
been  important  factors  in  his  success  as  an  independ- 
ent agriculturist.  He  now  owns  eighty-five  acres 
near  Quincy  and  makes  a specialty  of  high-grade 
tobacco,  of  which  he  harvests  fine  crops.  In  all  of 
his  business  dealings  he  has  shown  good  judgment 
and  marked  enterprise  and  has  made  his  efforts 


count  to  the  utmost,  utilizing  every  opportunity  to 
the  best  advantage. 

Mr.  Shaw  married  Miss  Bessie  McCall  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  a son : Robert  Bernard. 
Mr.  Shaw  belongs  L>  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  Although  still  a young  man,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  substantial  farmers  and  planters  in  this  vicinity, 
well  known  throughout  his  township  for  diligence 
and  enterprise,  and  he  deserves  great  credit  for  his 
present  prosperity,  which  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
exertions. 


EDWARD  THOMAS  COLA  DICKENSON. 

Edward  Thomas  Cola  Dickenson,  closely  associ- 
ated with  commercial  interests  of  Jackson  county  as 
proprietor  of  the  only  large  merchandise  store  in 
Greenwood,  was  born  in  Leon  county,  this  state, 
December  12,  1845.  He  is  a son  of  Samuel  H.  and 
Julian  (Hale)  Dickenson,  the  former  a native  of 
Virginia  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina.  The  father 
removed  to  Georgia,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
sawmill  business  at  or  near  Bainbridge,  and  moved 
from  Decatur  county  to  Leon  county,  Florida,  lie 
followed  the  sawmill  business  there  and  had  the  mis- 
fortune of  being  burned  out  three  times.  Undaunted 
by  these  severe  losses,  however,  he  kept  on  and  in 
the  course  of  time  was  able  to  discharge  all  of  his 
obligations,  paying  one  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar. 
Fortune  again  smiled  upon  him  and  he  was  enabled  to 
acquire  some  property.  He  moved  back  to  Decatur 
county,  Georgia,  locating  on  the  Chattahoochee  river, 
where  he  continued  in  sawmilling  for  a few  years. 
After  this  period,  however,  he  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing and  farming,  being  so  engaged  for  the  rest  of  his 
active  life,  the  greater  portion  of  which  was  spent 
in  the  mercantile  business.  He  died  in  Bainbridge, 
Georgia,  in  1895,  h's  wife  surviving  him  until  1900. 
He  was  a veteran  of  the  Seminole  Indian  war.  To 
their  union  were  born  nine  children : Mary  F.,  de- 

ceased ; Edward  Thomas  Cola,  of  this  review ; Sam- 
uel; Lillie;  H.  D. ; Samuel,  the  second  of  the  name; 
Lucy  L. ; Jessie  L. ; and  Beauregard. 

Edward  T.  C.  Dickenson  remained  at  home  until 
about  the  year  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  going  to  the  front  as  a member  of 
Abell's  Flying  Artillery.  He  was  at  Savannah  when 
the  city  fell  and  surrendered  at  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina,  after  nearly  two  years  of  loyal  and  faith- 
ful service.  Before  joining  the  army  and  after  his 
discharge  he  worked  in  the  interest  of  his  father, 
taking  charge  of  the  latter's  business  at  Neals  Land- 
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ing,  Florida,  and  after  two  years  moved  to  Green- 
wood, where  he  has  since  been  in  business.  From  a 
small  child  he  was  reared  in  Decatur  county,  Georgia, 
and  returned  from  there  to  Florida  in  order  to  take 
charge  of  a mercantile  branch  belonging  to  the  father. 
Coming  to  Greenwood,  he  later  bought  out  the  busi- 
ness there  and  has  now  for  thirty-eight  years  been 
continuously  connected  therewith.  Fie  is  one  of  the 
oldest  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  merchants 
in  the  city.  Fie  has  a liberal  patronage  and  his  trade 
is  increasing,  owing  to  his  straightforward  methods, 
his  reasonable  prices  and  his  earnest  desire  to  please 
his  patrons.  Beside  dealing  in  general  merchandise, 
he  sells  wagons,  buggies,  harness  and  also  wire  fenc- 
ing. In  all  of  his  business  dealings  he  is  strictly  up- 
right and  honorable,  his  commercial  probity  standing 
as  an  unquestioned  fact  in  his  career.  From  time  to 
time  he  has  invested  heavily  in  lands  and  has  now 
extensive  and  valuable  holdings,  owning  four  to  five 
thousand  acres  in  Decatur  county,  Georgia ; three 
thousand  in  Florida,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty  in 
Alabama. 

On  March  23,  1876,  Mr.  Dickenson  married  Miss 
Lizzie  J.  Bryan,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children : Samuel  Hale,  deceased ; Annie  Bryan,  at 
home;  Mattie  Hearn,  who  resides  in  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama ; Julian  Lee,  who  has  been  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness ever  since  leaving  school ; Eagan  Hamilton, 
deceased;  Laura  Cola,  who  after  graduating  from 
college  took  a course  at  the  Touro  Infirmary  and  is 
now  a trained  nurse,  having  practiced  in  New  Orleans 
for  two  years;  Penelope  Erwin,  and  Edward  Hale. 

Mr.  Dickenson  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic 
party  and  he  has  served  as  county  commissioner, 
discharging  his  duties  in  that  office  in  a capable  and 
satisfactory  manner.  He  is  widely  known  in  Green- 
wood, 'where  he  has  spent  much  of  his  active  life,  and 
his  substantial  characteristics  have  gained  him  the 
warm  regard  and  unqualified  trust  of  his  fellow 
townsmen. 


MURRAY  SAMS. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1910,  Murray  Sams  has  since 
engaged  in  practice  in  De  Land  and,  although  one  of 
the  younger  representatives  of  the  legal  profession 
here,  has  made  substantial  advancement  in  his  chosen 
calling  and  has  gained  a position  which  many  an 
older  practitioner  might  well  envy.  He  was.  born  in 
New  Smyrna,  Florida,  January  22,  1889,  and  is  a 
son  of  F.  W.  and  Zelia  Sams,  the  former  a well  known 
hotel  proprietor  and  pioneer  business  man  of  New 


Smyrna,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

Murray  Sams  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
Catholic  convent  at  Mandarin  and  the  St.  Leo  Catho- 
lic school  at  St.  Leo,  Florida,  and  afterward  entered 
Stetson  University  at  De  Land,  graduating  from  the 
College  of  Law  in  May,  1910,  in  which  year  lie  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  began  practice  in  De  Land 
in  October  and  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  his 
profession,  being  regarded  as  a resourceful  lawyer, 
whose  ability  is  a guarantee  of  his  continued  success. 
He  possesses  an  earnest  manner  and  marked  strength 
of  character,  combined  with  a capacity  for  hard  work, 
a thorough  grasp  of  the  law  and  the  ability  accurately 
to  apply  its  principles. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1912,  Mr.  Sams  married, 
in  De  Land,  Miss  Hazel  Wood,  a daughter  of  Plarry 
and  Martha  Wood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sams  are  well 
known  in  religious  and  social  circles  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Sams  is  a democrat  in  his  political  views  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  the 
Elks  and  with  Sigma  Nu.  He  has  been  a resident 
of  Florida  throughout  his  entire  life  and  is  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  city  in  which 
he  makes  his  home.  His  record  since  starting  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  has  been  marked  by  con- 
secutive progress,  and  his  natural  qualifications  indi- 
cate that  he  will  win  higher  advancement  in  his  chosen 
field. 


J.  B.  HUGHES. 

J.  B.  Hughes  is  the  owner  of  the  largest  depart- 
ment store  in  Hastings  and  as  such  occupies  a fore- 
most position  in  the  commercial  circles  of  that  town 
where  he  has  built  up  an  enterprise  in  the  short  space 
of  five  years  which  would  be  a credit  to  any  city  many 
times  its  size.  He  was  born  in  Gainesville,  Georgia, 
March  9,  1877,  and  is  a son  of  John  T.  and  Loressa 
Jane  (Check)  Hughes,  natives  of  Georgia,  the  for- 
mer of  Forsyth  and  the  latter  of  Jackson  county.  The 
father  resides  at  Gainesville  but  the  mother  passed 
away  there  in  1911.  The  former  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  throughout  his  active  life,  being  suc- 
cessful along  that  line,  and  now  lives  retired.  The 
grandparents  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides 
were  natives  of  Georgia,  where  the  family  has  resided 
since  colonial  days.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Hughes,  served  with  distinction  in  the  Civil  war.  John 
T.  and  Loressa  Tane  Hughes  were  the  parents  of  three 
children. 

J.  B.  Hughes  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
on  his  father’s  farm  near  Gainesville,  Georgia,  assist- 
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ing  in  the  minor  duties  on  the  home  place.  Having 
a decided  bent  toward  commercial  life  he  subsequently 
removed  to  Gainesville,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  for  six  years.  In  1907  he  came  to  Hastings, 
Florida,  engaging  for  one  year  after  his  arrival  in 
farming.  Foreseeing  the  growth  of  the  city  and  ap- 
preciating the  opportunities  of  the  time  he  then  opened 
a small  mercantile  establishment,  his  stock  having  a 
value  of  about  forty-seven  hundred  dollars.  By 
modern  methods,  energy  and  industry  he  has  ex- 
panded the  scope  of  his  enterprise  in  various  ways 
and  now  owns  the  largest  department  store  in  the 
city,  carrying  a stock  valued  at  more  than  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars.  He  carries  a general  line  of  mer- 
chandise including  hardware,  groceries,  dry  goods  and 
furniture.  In  1909  his  business  had  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  a new  building  was  necessary  and  he 
erected  the  present  store,  a two-story  brick  building 
ninety-five  by  seventy-two  feet.  On  the  first  floor 
are  located  two  stores,  one  of  which  he  rents  to  a 
drug  concern,  while  the  second  floor  is  used  for 
office  purposes.  This  building  is  owned  by  J.  B. 
Hughes  & Company  and  our  subject  is  a third  owner 
in  this  organization  and  the  manager  of  the  concern. 
He  also  owns  and  operates  a separate  hardware  store 
not  located  in  this  building.  J.  B.  Hughes  & Com- 
pany also  own  a potato  farm  from  which  they  derive 
a large  annual  income. 

In  1906  Mr.  Hughes  married  Miss  Lillie  Florence 
Brown,  a native  of  Georgia  and  a daughter  of  Joseph 
Brown,  now  a resident  of  Hastings.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hughes  have  one  daughter,  Mildred. 

Aggressive  in  his  policies,  industrious  and  ener- 
getic, Mr.  Hughes  has  attained  success  in  a remark- 
ably short  time  and  while  he  has  encompassed  his  own 
prosperity  he  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting the  advancement  and  betterment  of  Hastings 
and  surrounding  territory.  All  matters  undertaken 
for  the  expansion  of  trade  or  the  betterment  of  the 
people  find  in  him  a ready  supporter  and  his  work 
along  promotion  lines  as  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  is  worthy  of  mention.  He  is  also  serving  on  the 
city  council  and  in  that  connection  has  had  to  do  with 
the  inauguration  of  a number  of  measures  which  have 
greatly  resulted  to  the  benefit  of  the  city.  For  three 
years  he  served  in  the  position  of  postmaster  and 
discharged  his  duties  in  that  connection  satisfactorily 
to  everyone  concerned.  In  his  political  views  he  is 
independent,  preferring  to  follow  his  own  judgment 
in  regard  to  those  measures  and  candidates  which  he 
believes  best  adapted,  irrespective  of  party  affiliations. 
Although  he  has  been  a resident  of  this  city  for 
barely  six  years  he  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  a 
forceful  element  in  the  community,  where  he  has  won 
the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  those  who  have 
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had  dealings  with  him  in  a business  or  social  way. 
He  is  a representative  of  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  is  bringing  about  the  prosperity  of  his  section 
and  his  life  work  constitutes  an  important  factor  in 
the  growth  of  Hastings. 


JOHN  B.  FLINN. 

Among  the  leading  productive  enterprises  of  Palatka 
is  the  cigar  manufactory  of  John  B.  Flinn,  in  which 
he  employs  thirty-five  workmen.  He  started  out  in 
life  a poor  boy,  but  by  industry  and  determination 
has  won  advancement  and  eventually  reached  the 
position  where  he  could  establish  and  conduct  an  en- 
terprise of  his  own — an  enterprise  that  has  since  grown 
to  large  and  profitable  proportions.  He  was  born  in 
Madison  county,  Florida,  December  28,  1862,  his 
parents  being  Samuel  and  Caroline  (Lamb)  Flinn, 
who  were  natives  of  Brunswick,  Georgia,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married.  Prior  to  the  war  they  re- 
moved to  Florida,  locating  in  Jacksonville  when  it 
was  yet  a village,  their  remaining  days  being  passed 
there.  The  father  in  early  life  learned  the  tailor’s 
trade  and  followed  it  until  his  later  years,  but  for  two 
years  prior  to  his  demise  had  charge  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Home  in  Jacksonville.  He  was  the  first  representa- 
tive of  the  family  to  remove  to  Florida,  and  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  joined  the  Confederate 
troops  as  a private,  valiantly  defending  the  cause 
in  which  he  believed.  He  was  a son  of  Samuel  Flinn, 
a native  of  Ireland,  and  he  ever  displayed  the  loyalty 
of  his  Irish  ancestors.  For  four  years  he  continued 
with  the  Confederacy  and  then,  with  the  close  of  the 
war,  took  up  the  pursuits  of  civil  life  in  Jacksonville, 
where  his  sterling  worth  gained  him  the  warm  regard 
of  an  extensive  circle  of  friends.  He  passed  away 
about  seven  years  ago  and  the  large  concourse  of 
people  that  gathered  at  his  funeral  testified  to  the 
regard  in  which  he  was  held,  the  governor  and  many 
others  of  prominence  being  present.  His  wife  passed 
away  about  seven  years  ago.  In  the  family  were 
seven  children,  of  whom  George  has  passed  away 
while  two  others  died  in  infancy.  Those  still  living 
are:  William  K.,  a tinner,  of  Tampa;  Samuel,  con- 
nected with  the  Jacksonville  Times;  John  B. ; and 
Lilly,  also  living  at  Tampa. 

John  B.  Flinn  was  reared  in  Jacksonville  to  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  came  to  Palatka. 
When  a boy  of  twelve  he  began  selling  papers  and 
a little  later  began  work  at  the  cigarmaker’s  trade. 
He  entered  the  employ  of  E.  H.  Gato  and  gradually 
worked  his  way  upward  until  he  became  foreman  in 
the  factory  that  employed  between  four  and  five  hun- 
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dred  people.  Mr.  Flinn  continued  with  Mr.  Gato 
for  eighteen  years  and  during  the  last  fourteen  years 
was  foreman,  being  the  only  American  who  has  tilled 
the  position  of  foreman  in  a Spanish  shop  in  Jack- 
sonville. The  factory  was  located  in  the  Reid  build- 
ing but  was  afterward  removed  to  the  place  built  for 
them  at  the  corner  of  Bay  and  Cedar  streets.  Sub- 
sequently Mr.  Flinn  entered  business  with  M.  J. 
Wineman  & Company.  For  twenty-four  years  he  has 
been  engaged  independently  in  cigar  manufacturing. 
He  had  a partner  in  the  early  days  but  for  ten  years 
has  conducted  the  business  alone  under  the  name  of 
the  El  Perfecto  factory.  He  owns  his  factory  build- 
ing, which  is  a two  story  structure,  thirty-five  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  at  the  corner  of  Reid  and 
First  streets.  The  business  has  constantly  grown 
since  its  inception  and  something  of  the  extent 
of  the  trade  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  about  thirty- 
five  people  are  now  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  between  five  and  six  thousand  cigars  daily.  The 
output  is  shipped  all  over  the  United  States  and  the 
business  is  constantly  growing.  Mr.  Flinn  is  also 
extensively  interested  in  real  estate  in  Palatka  and 
Jacksonville,  mostly  handling  residential  property. 

About  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Flinn  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Lee  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren: Josephine,  deceased;  and  John  B.,  who  is  in 
his  father’s  employ.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Flinn 
chose  Josephine  Piacetti,  a lady  of  Savannah.  His 
present  wife  was  formerly  Zeolide  W.  Richardson, 
a native  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Flinn  was  reared  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  belongs  to  the 
Elks  and  he  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  demo- 
cratic party,  of  which  he  has  ever  been  a stalwart 
advocate  and  earnest  supporter  but  never  an  office- 
seeker.  He  may  truly  be  called  a self-made  man, 
for  his  start  in  life  was  made  practically  on  the 
streets  of  the  city,  but  his  industry  and  determination 
overcame  difficulties  and  obstacles  and  his  gradual  ad- 
vancement has  brought  him  to  a creditable  place 
among  the  prosperous  merchants  and  business  men 
of  the  city. 


LOUIS  CONRAD  MASSEY. 

It  is  not  often  that  a man  has  attained  such  con- 
spicuous success  in  so  many  lines  of  activity  as  has 
Louis  Conrad  Massey,  of  Orlando.  Professionally 
he  is  knowr^  as  the  senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Massey  & Warlow,  whose  practice  is  among  the  most 
extensive  in  central  Elorida,  while  in  financial  fields 
he  has  occupied  a place  of  honor  as  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Orlando  since  the  establishment  of  that 


institution  in  1893.  In  addition  he  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  distinguished  leaders  in  local  politics  and 
his  work  has  affected  many  important  phases  of  county 
and  state  activity,  bringing  to  him  widespread  honor, 
esteem  and  confidence  and  a prominent  place  among 
the  leaders  in  the  direction  of  public  thought  and 
opinion. 

Louis  Conrad  Massey  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  a son  of  Lambert  R.  and  Elizabeth 
(Conrad)  Massey,  the  former  a shipping  merchant 
in  that  city.  Mr.  Massey  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  private  schools  of  his  native  city  and  re- 
ceived his  Master  of  Arts  degree  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  afterward  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Philadelphia,  practicing  there 
until  November,  1885,  when  he  came  to  Orlando.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Florida  in  1886  and  opened 
an  office  here,  where  he  has  been  continuously  in  prac- 
tice since  that  time.  He  was  first  associated  with 
Messrs.  Keating  and  Willcox  under  the  firm  name 
of  Massey,  Keating  & Willcox,  which  was  changed 
to  Massey  & Willcox  and  in  1893  to  Massey  & War- 
low.  A general  law  practice  was  at  first  carried  on, 
but  since  the  elevation  of  Judge  Warlow  to  the  bench 
of  the  local  criminal  court  most  of  the  professional 
work  has  been  of  a civil  nature.  Mr.  Massey  is  rec- 
ognized as  a strong  and  able  practitioner,  whose 
knowledge  of  underlying  legal  principles  is  compre- 
hensive and  exact  and  whose  application  of  points  of 
law  always  correct  and  logical.  He  has  been  identi- 
fied with  much  important  legislation  and  is  known  as 
the  man,  who  enforced  the  three  cent  railroad  rates 
in  Florida,  for  it  was  he  who  brought  mandamus  pro- 
ceedings in  his  official  capacity,  compelling  the  Louis- 
ville & Nashville  Railroad  to  produce  its  books  in 
court,  thus  inducing  them  at  last  to  bow  to  the  will 
of  the  public. 

Mr.  Massey’s  political  career  began  in  1889,  when 
he  was  elected  county  commissioner  of  Orange  county. 
He  served,  however,  only  a few  months  when  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Fleming  as  one  of  three  com- 
missioners to  revise  the  general  statutes  of  Florida. 
In  1895  he  was  again  honored  with  an  office  of  un- 
usual importance,  being  appointed  by  Governor 
Mitchell  one  of  the  state  commissioners  on  uniform- 
ity of  legislation.  He  has  held  this  office  continuously 
since  that  time,  having  been  reappointed  by  each  suc- 
cessive governor  of  the  state.  From  1903  to  1907  he 
acted  as  city  solicitor  of  Orlando*,  a position  which 
he  resigned  in  1907  to  accept  the  position  of  counsel 
for  the  railroad  commission  of  the  state  of  Florida. 
He  was  elected  in  1904  to  represent  the  nineteenth 
senatorial  district  in  the  Florida  upper  house,  and  he 
served  until  1911,  since  which  time  he  has  been  de- 
voting himself  more  exclusively  to  his  private  affairs. 


LOUIS  C.  MASSEY 
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Mr.  Massey  has  been  known  as  a progressive  in  poli- 
tics, having  taken  an  important  part  in  framing  and 
passing  some  of  the  best  laws  that  have  been  enacted 
of  recent  years.  One  of  the  most  widely  discussed 
of  these  is  the  bill  passed  at  the  last  legislative  ses- 
sion prohibiting  the  shipping  of  green  citrus  fruits. 

Mr.  Massey  is  popular  and  prominent  in  fraternal 
circles,  his  connections  along  this  line  being  repre- 
sentative and  important.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
lodge,  of  which  he  was  grand  master  in  1910  and 
grand  commander,  Knights  Templar,  in  1911.  From 
1906  to  1907  he  served  as  grand  master  of  the  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  of  Florida  and  he  is  identified  also 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  has  been 
for  twenty  years  chancellor  of  the  Episcopal  church 
of  Orlando,  by  appointment  of  Rt.  Rev.  William 
Crane  Gray.  His  has  been  a distinguished  career, 
honorable  and  upright  in  its  purposes  and  beneficial 
and  far-reaching  in  its  results.  In  its  course  he  has 
been  a leader  in  much  constructive  and  progressive 
work,  has  been  a founder,  an  organizer  and  a builder, 
working  along  lines  of  expansion  and  advancement 
and  accomplishing  a success  which  is  a credit  to  him- 
self and  an  honor  to  the  city  and  state  where  he  makes 
his  home. 


CHARLES  RICHARD  MILTON  SHEPPARD,  Jr. 

Charles  Richard  Milton  Sheppard,  Jr.,  who  in  one 
year  of  service  as  superintendent  of  the  board  of 
public  instruction  in  De  Land  proved  his  ability  and 
efficiency  in  the  office,  has  devoted  his  life  largely  to 
educational  work  and,  ever  laboring  for  the  attain- 
ment of  high  ideals,  has  made  his  activities  a potent 
and  helpful  influence  in  promoting  intellectual  ad- 
vancement in  Volusia  county,  where  he  makes  his 
home.  He  was  born  in  Oldtown,  Florida,  February 
15,  1884,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  Richard  Milton  and 
Mary  Lee  (Barnett)  Sheppard,  the  former  exten- 
sively engaged  in  farming,  cattle-raising  and  mer- 
chandising. 

Mr.  Sheppard  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place  and  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  of  Mayo,  Florida,  in  1900.  Two 
years  later  he  entered  the  Georgia  Normal  College  & 
Business  Institute  at  Abbeville,  Georgia,  taking  gen- 
eral and  post-graduate  courses  and  graduating  in  1903. 
The  next  two  years  he  spent  as  a student  in  the 
Florida  State  Normal  School  but  was  not  able  to 
complete  the  course,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  insti- 
tution was  closed.  For  some  time  thereafter  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Georgia,  finishing  in  the  spring 


of  1907  a special  course  in  the  Georgia- Alabama  Busi- 
ness College  at  Macon,  Georgia.  He  is  therefore  a 
man  of  broad  and  comprehensive  education  and  is 
besides  a wide  reader  and  close  observer  and,  in  con- 
sequence, a forceful  element  in  the  educational  de- 
velopment of  the  part  of  Florida  in  which  he  lives. 
He  has  been  connected  with  school  work  in  some 
capacity  since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  and  has 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  educator.  In 
1912  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  board 
of  public  instruction  in  De  Land  to  fill  a vacancy  and 
in  the  following  fall  was  elected  to  the  position,  be- 
ginning his  second  term  January  1,  1913.  He  has 
become  recognized  as  a leader  in  educational  circles, 
for  he  is  zealous,  discriminating  and  able,  thoroughly 
understanding  the  work  he  has  been  elected  to  do 
and  possessed  of  the  experience  and  ability  necessary 
to  accomplish  it.  He  is  still  a young  man  but  has 
already  attained  a high  place  in  his  chosen  field  of 
labor  and  the  future  undoubtedly  holds  for  him  still 
greater  honors  and  distinction.  He  is  an  author  of 
ability,  his  interests  being  along  historical  lines,  and 
he  is  now  engaged  in  compiling  a history  on  “Na- 
ture's Genius,  or  the  American  Red  Men.” 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1906,  Mr.  Sheppard  married 
Miss  Clara  R.  Quackenboss,  of  Enterprise,  Florida,  a 
daughter  of  Harry  F.  and  Clara  (Sauls)  Quacken- 
boss, early  settlers  in  Volusia  county.  Her  father 
served  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war 
and  members  of  the  family  on  both  sides  were  stanch 
supporters  of  the  Confederacy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shep- 
pard have  a son,  Charles  Richard  Marvin,  born  July 
11,  1907. 

Mr.  Sheppard  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  an  active  religious  worker,  serving 
as  recording  financial  secretary  of  the  church  at 
Kingston  and  also  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  being  past  district  deputy  chancellor  of 
the  east  coast  division.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Red 
Men  and  the  I.  O.  R.  F.,  and  is  past  district  presi- 
dent of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of  America 
for  the  east  coast  division.  He  is  never  neglectful 
of  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  his  influence  has  been 
a tangible  force  for  good  in  the  community. 


THEODORE  ARNOLD  SWEETING. 

For  over  sixteen  years  Theodore  Arnold  Sweeting 
has  been  connected  with  the  official  life  of  Monroe 
county  and  that  his  work  is  able  and  appreciated  is 
proven  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  retained  in  of- 
fice by  numerous  reelections.  He  has  also  important 
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outside  interests,  being  executive  of  one  of  the  fore- 
most investment  companies  of  Key  West  and  a di- 
rector in  other  financial  organizations.  Mr.  Sweeting 
is  a native  of  Key  West,  having  been  born  December 
14,  1870,  and  a son  of  John  Augustus  Sweeting,  a 
native  of  the  Bahamas,  who  was  brought  to  Key  West 
by  his  parents  when  a child.  The  Sweeting  family 
is  of  English  descent  on  both  sides.  They  lived  in 
Key  West  for  many  years  and  before  that  in  the 
Bahamas.  Members  of  the  family  for  the  most  part 
followed  a seafaring  life,  this  being  the  occupation 
of  the  father,  who  during  his  later  years  was  a sea 
captain.  He  passed  away  in  the  ’90s.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  before  her  marriage  was  Lorenza  Lowe, 
a member  of  the  well  known  Lowe  family  of  Key 
West.  She  died  in  1898. 

Theodore  A.  Sweeting  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Key  West,  enjoying  such  advantages  as  he  was  able 
to  gain  before  the  age  of  ten,  at  which  time  he  was 
put  to  work  in  a grocery  store.  Therefore  he  is 
largely  self-taught  and  has  learned  much  in  the  school 
of  actual  life.  Throughout  his  youth  he  was  vari- 
ously employed.  Beginning  his  life’s  career  as  a 
grocery  clerk,  he  later  worked  in  a printing  office  and 
subsequently  in  a cigar  box  factory.  He  then  learned 
the  cigar  maker’s  trade  and  for  several  years  was 
employed  in  a Key  West  factory.  In  his  early  man- 
hood, at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  passing  his  first  two  years 
in  the  lumber  department  of  Mr.  Lowe’s  large  mer- 
cantile business.  For  the  past  sixteen  years  Mr. 
Sweeting  has  been  a county  official  and  is  today  one 
of  the  oldest  public  servants  of  Monroe  county  with 
respect  to  length  of  service.  In  1896  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  tax  assessor  of  Monroe  county  and 
held  the  office  for  eight  consecutive  years,  having 
been  reelected  for  three  terms.  He  discharged  his 
duties  in  this  connection  with  such  ability  and  such 
fairness  to  all  concerned  that  in  1904  he  was  elected 
tax  collector  and  he  has  since  held  that  office,  having 
been  reelected  in  1906,  1908,  1910  and  1912,  and  is 
now  serving  in  his  fifth  consecutive  term  in  this  office. 
Mr.  Sweeting’s  official  career  has  always  been  dis- 
tinguished by  his  faithfulness  to  the  public  trust 
imposed  upon  him  and  he  receives  the  highest  com- 
mendation and  indorsement  from  his  constituents.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a democrat  and  for  a number 
of  years  was  a member  of  the  democratic  executive 
committee  of  Monroe  county  and  for  the  past  twelve 
years  has  been  a member  of  the  Monroe  county  com- 
mittee and  a member  of  the  democratic  congressiona1 
committee. 

In  April,  1903,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Sweet- 
ing to  Miss  Mary  E.  Haskins,  a native  of  Key  West, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Anna  E.  Sweeting,  who 


is  eight  years  of  age.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Roman  Catholic.  Fraternally  he  is  an  Elk  and  also 
a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  In 
the  latter  organization  he  is  a past  state  officer,  hav- 
ing served  as  a member  of  the  grand  council.  Among 
the  commercial  interests  with  which  he  is  connected 
is  the  Monroe  Investment  Company  of  Key  West, 
of  which  he  is  president  and  which  greatly  benefits 
by  his  sound  business  policies.  He  also  is  a director 
in  the  Island  City  National  Bank.  Public-spirited 
and  progressive,  he  gives  his  support  to  all  worthy 
enterprises  intended  to  benefit  the  city,  and  finds  a 
fruitful  field  in  that  line  of  activity  as  a member  of 
the  Key  West  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Key  West 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


ALEX  HUGH  ODOM. 

Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1902  Alex  Hugh 
Odom  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  law  practice, 
being  located  in  Georgia  and  at  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
before  coming  to  Palatka  in  1908.  His  birth  occurred 
in  what  is  now  Toombs  county,  Georgia,  January  19, 
1875,  his  parents  being  James  H.  and  Sarah  Jane 
(McNatt)  Odom,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
section  of  Georgia  in  which  their  son’s  birth  occurred. 
They  were  reared  and  married  and  spent  their  entire 
lives  there,  the  father  passing  away  in  May,  1911,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-nine.  A portion  of  his  life  was  de- 
voted to  farming,  but  for  about  twenty  years  prior  to 
his  death  he  also  dealt  in  naval  stores.  He  was  for 
four  years  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  as  a member 
of  a Georgia  regiment.  His  widow  survives  and  now 
makes  her  home  near  Lyons,  Georgia.  In  their  family 
were  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  they  lost  one 
child  at  the  age  of  eleven  months.  Two  of  the  num- 
ber now  reside  in  Florida : Patrick  H.,  of  Jackson- 
ville; and  Alex  H.,  of  this  review. 

The  latter  remained  at  the  place  of  his  birth  until 
he  left  home  to  attend  school,  supplementing  his  early 
education  by  a course  in  Emory  College,  in  which  he 
won  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  with  the  class  of 
1899,  while  in  1901  the  Master  of  Arts  degree  was 
conferred  upon  him.  He  attended  Mercer  University 
at  Macon,  Georgia,  for  his  law  course  and  was  gradu- 
ated B.  L.  in  1902.  He  at  once  began  practice  at 
Lyons,  Georgia,  and  in  August,  1904,  removed  to 
Jacksonville.  In  1908  he  came  to  Palatka.  Here  he 
was  engaged  in  general  practice  and  has  been  accorded 
a large  and  distinctively  representative  clientage, 
which  is  indicative  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by 
the  public  and  their  appreciation  of  his  ability.  He 
presents  his  cases  fairly,  is  strong  in  argument  and 
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logical  in  his  deductions.  Both  he  and  his  brother 
Patrick,  who  is  living  in  Jacksonville,  are  owners  of 
farms  in  Georgia.  Mr.  Odom  of  this  review  is  a 
democrat  but  takes  only  a citizen’s  interest  in  politics, 
never  seeking  nor  desiring  office.  He  belongs  to  the 
Sigma  Nu,  a college  fraternity ; to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  lodge ; and  in  Masonry  has  attained  high 
rank,  taking  the  degrees  of  the  York  rite  and  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  The  rules  that  further  govern  his 
conduct  and  shape  his  life  are  found  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  South,  of  which  he  is  a loyal 
member. 


NEAL  DOW  BENEDICT. 

Neal  Dow  Benedict  is  one  of  the  foremost  repre- 
sentatives of  agricultural  interests  in  the  Hastings 
country  where  he  owns  a valuable  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  acres,  adjoining  the  city  limits 
on  the  south,  upon  which  he  follows  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  born  in  South  Norwalk, 
Connecticut,  October  2,  1859,  a son  of  James  and 
Theresa  C.  (Dipple)  Benedict,  both  of  whom  were 
residents  of  their  native  state,  Connecticut,  all  their 
lives,  as  were  their  parents  and  grandparents.  The 
Benedict  family  are  in  possession  of  a genealogical 
record  which  gives  an  account  of  their  ancestry  back 
to  New  England  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
father  still  resides  at  South  Norwalk  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years  but  the  mother  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  The  father  is  well  known  in 
his  section  where  for  a number  of  years  he  conducted 
one  of  the  first  boarding  schools  and  later  was  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  greenhouse  business.  In 
his  family  were  seven  children,  as  follows:  James  E., 
who  for  many  years  has  been  connected  with  the  Na- 
tional Museum  at  Washington,  is  a graduate  of  the 
Union  College,  the  author  of  many  valuable  works 
on  natural  history  and  who,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  government,  is  engaged  in  the  study  of 
deep-sea  life  and  similar  subjects;  R.  A.,  an  attorney 
of  New  York  city;  Edgar  W.,  engaged  in  farming 
in  Bethlehem,  Connecticut;  Neal  Dow,  of  this  review; 
Lorenzo,  who  as  a boy  of  sixteen  years  became  con- 
nected with  the  Worcester  Salt  Company,  gradually 
rising  from  a humble  position  until  he  now  serves  as 
president  of  that  corporation  which  is  the  largest  salt 
manufacturing  company  in  the  LTnited  States;  Henry 
Seeley,  who  passed  away  as  a promising  youth  of 
seventeen  years,  holding  at  the  time  a responsible  posi- 
tion in  New  York  city;  and  Samuel  L.,  an  automo- 
bile dealer  of  South  Norwalk. 


Neal  Dow  Benedict  passed  his  boyhood  days  under 
the  parental  roof,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  After  laying  aside  his  text-books  he 
entered  a photographic  studio,  remaining  for  four 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
remained  one  year  to  gain  further  experience  in  a 
larger  photographic  gallery.  He  then  removed  to 
Yonkers,  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same 
business  for  two  and  a half  years,  going  thence  to 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  where  he  remained  for  twelve 
years,  from  1885  until  1898,  conducting  a studio  of 
his  own.  He  was  thus  for  twenty  years  connected 
with  the  photographic  art  and  in  that  long  space  of 
time  secured  valuable  experience  and  became  one  of 
the  foremost  photographers  in  the  various  places  in 
which  he  was  located.  In  1898  his  search  for  wider 
fields  of  opportunity  led  him  to  Alaska  but  he  re- 
turned after  a sojourn  of  a few  months  and  came 
in  1898  to  Florida,  passing  the  winter  of  that  year 
at  Palatka.  The  spring  of  1899  marks  his  advent  in 
Hastings  at  a time  when  only  a few  houses  had  been 
built  in  the  town.  The  opportunities  for  success  along 
agricultural  lines  appealed  to  him  strongly  and  he 
decided  to  secure  a small  tract  and  put  the  soil  to 
actual  test.  He  therefore  purchased  ten  acres  and, 
finding  the  results  satisfactory,  added  thereto  as  fast 
as  his  means  would  permit  and  now  has  in  that  tract 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  highly  developed 
land.  In  1907  he  purchased  an  additional  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  so  that  the  total  of  his 
holdings  comprise  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres, 
his  farm  adjoining  the  city  limits  on  the  south.  On 
the  place  on  which  he  lives  is  a fine  old  home  which 
was  built  by  U.  J.  White,  who  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  Benedict  has  made  potato  growing  a special 
feature  of  his  agriculture  and  also  has  seventy-five 
head  of  cattle.  He  does  a considerable  business  in 
garden  truck,  receiving  from  this  line  a gratifying 
income.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  planted  about 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  his 
land  to  potatoes  but  of  late  inclines  more  to  diversified 
farming  to  give  his  lands  the  benefit  of  rotation  of 
crops.  As  his  means  have  increased  he  has  extended 
his  interests  and  has  also  become  a part  owner  in  a 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  de- 
voted to  orange  culture  at  Homestead  and  known  as 
the  Redlands  Orange  Groves. 

In  1891  Mr.  Benedict  married  Margaret  E.  Rob- 
erts, the  ceremony  taking  place  at  Daytona,  Florida. 
Mrs.  Benedict  is  a native  of  this  state  and  a daughter 
of  D.  B.  and  Mary  (Dobson)  Roberts.  Her  brother, 
I.  L.  Roberts,  also  a native  of  Florida,  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  and  has  become 
eminent  as  an  inventor,  improving  the  process  of 
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manufacturing  carbide  of  calcium,  whereby  he  has 
made  possible  the  making  of  a cheap  and  highly  sat- 
isfactory light.  By  the  same  process  is  also  made 
caustic  soda.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  children : Edgar  R.,  at  home ; Louis 
K.,  who  attends  the  Georgia  School  of  Technology  at 
Atlanta,  that  state;  and  Edith  L.,  who  is  a student 
of  the  local  school. 

Mr.  Benedict  settled  in  these  parts  at  a time  when 
conditions  were  still  in  a pioneer  state  and  he  deserves 
especial  commendation  for  the  work  which  he  has 
done  in  bringing  about  general  advancement  result- 
ing in  the  prosperity  which  now  prevails.  He  has 
ever  been  a warm  champion  of  the  cause  of  education 
and  served  as  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  special  tax  district,  being  a prime  mover  in  or- 
ganizing the  same.  He  is  an  exemplary  representa- 
tive of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  a charter  member 
of  Hastings  Lodge,  No.  183,  F.  & A.  M.,  having  been 
its  first  master.  While  a resident  of  Connecticut  he 
was  secretary  of  the  chapter  in  Litchfield,  serving  in 
that  capacity  for  ten  years  before  his  removal  to 
Florida.  He  is  an  active  supporter  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  South,  taking  a deep  interest  in 
the  organization.  That  the  Hastings  country  has 
benefited  by  the  advent  of  Neal  Dow  Benedict  and 
his  subsequent  activities  seems  futile  to  say,  for  he 
has  been  among  the  foremost  factors  to  bring  about 
the  prosperous  conditions  which  are  generally  en- 
joyed. Energetic  and  ambitious,  he  is  actuated  in 
all  that  he  undertakes  by  a spirit  of  contagious  enthu- 
siasm that  is  an  inspiration  to  others  and,  acting  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment,  time  has 
proven  the  wisdom  of  his  opinions.  His  work  has 
been  a serviceable  factor  in  the  growth  and  upbuilding 
of  Blastings  and  its  surrounding  territory,  and  this 
district  has  no  more  loyal  advocate  than  Neal  Dow 
Benedict,  who  not  only  believes  that  this  section  will 
one  day  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  of  the 
world  but  is  largely  cooperating  in  bringing  about  this 
result. 


JOHN  FRANCIS  TENNEY. 

It  is  to  men  like  John  Francis  Tenney  that  the  south 
is  indebted  for  its  rebirth  and  its  new  era  of  prosperity 
- — men  who  by  their  life  work  have  brought  about  such 
changes  in  agricultural  development  that  the  earning 
power  of  the  soil  not  only  equals  that  of  any  land  in 
any  section  of  the  United  States  but  exceeds  it  many 
times.  John  Francis  Tenney,  who  for  a half  century 
has  been  connected  with  the  work  of  advancement  and 
upbuilding  near  Federal  Point,  is  justly  called  the 
father  of  that  town,  for  he  has  not  only  developed 


here  a large  and  valuable  tract  of  land  but  has  ever 
been  a factor  in  the  growth  and  expansion  of  that  city 
along  various  lines.  He  has  been  extensively  interested 
in  the  hotel  business  and  the  timber  trade,  continuing 
to  maintain  connection  with  commercial  circles  as  a 
general  merchant. 

Mr.  Tenney  was  born  in  Randolph,  Vermont,  June 
6,  1830,  a son  of  John  and  Tryphena  (Dow)  Tenney, 
natives  of  New  Hampshire,  where  they  were  reared 
and  married  and  where  they  subsequently  died, 
although  they  made  their  home  in  Vermont  for  two 
or  three  years,  during  which  time  our  subject  was  born. 
The  family  is  an  old  American  one,  having  been  estab- 
lished in  this  country  in  colonial  times  by  representa- 
tives of  the  name  who  came  from  England.  Its 
members  have  mostly  devoted  their  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  although  a number  were  Congrega- 
tional clergymen.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed 
farming  in  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  during  his 
active  life  and  attained  success  along  this  line.  In  his 
family  were  four  children,  as  follows : Ulysses,  de- 

ceased, who  was  a well  known  portrait  painter ; 
John  F.,  of  this  review;  Lemuel,  a resident  of  Cole- 
brook,  New  Hampshire;  and  Roswell,  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

John  Francis  Tenney  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  attended  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  in 
the  acquirement  of  his  education.  When  not  occupied 
with  his  lessons  he  assisted  in  the  minor  duties  of  the 
home  place,  where  he  remained  until  he  had  reached  his 
majority.  Seeking  wider  fields  of  endeavor  and  trying 
to  find  newer  opportunities  he  set  out  for  himself  by 
moving  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  his  first  posi- 
tion was  in  connection  with  a restaurant.  Later  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  in  Vermont  for  a while  and 
also  in  the  hotel  business  in  Massachusetts,  a line  to 
which  he  subsequently  gave  considerable  attention 
after  his  arrival  in  Florida.  To  the  latter  state  he 
came  in  1859,  becoming  connected  with  lumber  inter- 
ests and  being  active  in  hotel  keeping.  In  1861,  how- 
ever, he  returned  to  the  north,  being  influenced  by  the 
political  questions  involved  in  the  Civil  war,  and  re- 
mained there  until  1865,  when  he  returned  to  this 
state.  Being  industrious  and  energetic,  success  at- 
tended his  various  endeavors  and,  practicing  the  utmost 
thrift,  he  soon  succeeded  in  accumulating  the  means  to 
buy  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  becoming  holder  of  the 
title  thereto  in  the  winter  of  1865-66.  This  land  was 
situated  at  Federal  Point,  on  the  St.  Johns  river,  and 
was  covered  with  a thick  brush  which  gradually  fell 
under  the  saw  and  ax  as  he  began  its  cultivation.  He 
set  aside  part  of  the  land  for  orange  groves  and  con- 
tinued along  this  line  until  1895,  when  his  trees  were 
largely  destroyed  by  the  heavy  frost  of  that  year. 
Gradually  he  brought  a large  part  of  his  land  under 
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cultivation  and  devoted  thereto  many  years,  making 
a number  of  improvements  and  installing  drainage 
where  necessary,  but  he  has  since  disposed  of  various 
sections  of  his  property,  retaining  at  the  present  about 
seventy-five  acres,  highly  cultivated  and  divided  into 
convenient  lots  of  from  five  to  fifteen  acres.  An  area 
equal  to  the  latter  amount  is  devoted  to  orange  grow- 
ing and  he  also  specializes  in  raising  potatoes.  As  he 
obtained  satisfactory  financial  results  from  his  farm- 
ing enterprise  Mr.  Tenney  branched  out  into  various 
lines  and  in  1880  established  a mercantile  enterprise 
in  Federal  Point,  which  he  is  still  successfully  con- 
ducting. He  has  also  served  as  postmaster  of  that 
town  since  1875.  In  another  line  he  became  success- 
ful when  he  began  to  keep  a few  winter  boarders  during 
the  season,  out  of  which  resulted  the  extensive  business 
which  is  now  conducted  by  his  son,  Frank  F.  Tenney, 
who  is  the  owner  of  the  Groveland  House  at  Federal 
Point,  a hotel  modern  and  up-to-date  in  every  respect, 
containing  twenty-one  sleeping  rooms  for  accommoda- 
tion of  guests.  The  house  can  take  care  of  about  fifty 
patrons  and  is  pleasantly  located  on  a ten  acre  tract 
on  St.  Johns  river.  There  is  a wharf  which  belongs 
to  this  property  and  a launch  at  the  disposal  of  the 
guests,  while  the  owner  of  the  hotel  acts  as  agent  for 
all  steamers  plying  the  river.  The  place  is  well  con- 
ducted and  very  inviting  and  there  are  always  more 
patrons  making  application  for  accommodation  than 
can  be  provided.  All  the  improvements  of  this  prop- 
erty were  made  by  Mr.  Tenney  and  his  son. 

In  1854  Mr.  Tenney  was  united  in  marriage  in  Ver- 
mont to  Miss  Nancy  Folsom,  a native  of  that  state, 
who  passed  away  in  Florida  in  1866,  three  children 
being  the  issue  of  this  marriage : Elizabeth,  who  passed 
away  in  childhood;  Frank  Folsom;  and  Nancy,  who 
also  died  in  infancy.  In  1867  Mr.  Tenney  married 
Miss  Jennie  M.  Carter  of  Randolph,  Vermont,  who 
shared  his  early  frontier-day  experiences  and  trials 
and  after  a happy  married  life,  covering  forty  years, 
passed  away  November  1,  1907.  In  1908  Mr.  Tenney 
was  again  married,  his  third  union  being  with  Miss 
Ellen  Pennock. 

Mr.  Tenney  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  all 
matters  which  affect  the  development  and  upbuilding 
of  this  section  and  manifests  this  support  by  public 
service,  which  he  gave  in  various  connections  and 
which  was  effective  in  the  promulgation  of  the  new 
era  of  prosperity,  which  is  fast  making  Florida  one 
of  the  wealthy  states  of  the  Union.  For  two  terms  he 
served  as  president  of  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers of  Putnam  county  and  on  the  floor  as  well  as  in  the 
committee  rooms  did  able  and  effective  work  in  pro- 
moting beneficial  measures.  From  1867  until  1877 
he  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  ren- 
dered decisions  which  gave  him  an  enviable  reputation 


for  fairness  and  impartiality.  For  several  terms  he 
was  a candidate  for  important  public  offices  but  as  a 
devoted  exponent  of  republican  principles  was  natu- 
rally defeated  in  a widely  democratic  district.  Import- 
ant fraternal  relations  connect  him  with  the  Masonic 
body,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  thirty-second  degree, 
while  he  is  also  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  A sidelight  is 
thrown  upon  his  journalistic  ability  by  the  position 
which  he  holds  in  connection  with  the  Times  Herald, 
for  which  he  has  acted  as  local  correspondent  for  many 
years.  He  is  the  oldest  settler  in  this  part  of  Putnam 
county  and  all  improvements  which  have  been  made 
in  and  around  Federal  Point  are  due  to  his  enterprise 
and  aggressive  spirit.  Largely  through  his  efforts 
Federal  Point  was  incorporated  as  a town  and  its  in- 
habitants, recognizing  the  valuable  services  Mr.  Ten- 
ney rendered  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  locality, 
honored  him  with  election  to  the  mayor’s  chair. 
Although  he  has  sold  his  hotel  interests  to  his  son  he 
is  still  active  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  in  con- 
ducting his  store  and  still  serves  as  postmaster  of 
Federal  Point.  The  other  interests  with  which  he  is 
connected  are  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  F. 
Tenney  & Son.  The  years  have  proven  the  worth  of 
the  labors  of  John  F.  Tenney,  whose  life  record  reflects 
credit  and  honor  upon  Federal  Point.  He  is  richly 
endowed  with  those  qualities  that  make  men  esteemed 
above  their  fellows  and  his  wise  use  of  time,  talents 
and  opportunities  and  his  resourcefulness  have  found 
an  outlet  in  the  important  results  which  he  has  achieved 
Nature  has  been  kind  to  him  for  he  has  never  abused 
her  laws.  One  usually  thinks  of  old  age  as  a period 
when  mental  and  physical  power  weakens,  but  there 
is  an  old  age  which  grows  stronger  and  brighter  men- 
tally and  morally  as  the  years  go  by  and  gives  out  of 
its  rich  store  of  wisdom  and  experience  for  the  bene- 
fit of  others.  Such  has  been  the  life  of  Mr.  Tenney, 
who  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  forceful  but  also  one 
of  the  most  honored  citizens  of  Federal  Point,  where 
he  has  been  the  foremost  factor  in  the  growth  and 
upbuilding  of  the  district. 


FRANK  FOLSOM  TENNEY. 

Frank  Folsom  Tenney,  a son  of  John  Francis  and 
Nancy  (Folsom)  Tenney,  was  born  in  Duval  county, 
Florida,  January  29,  1861,  and  has  resided  in  Federal 
Point  since  1876.  He  was  partially  reared  in  the  north, 
where  he  was  sent  by  his  father  to  attend  public  school 
in  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  Since  laying  aside 
his  text-books  he  has  been  identified  with  his  father 
in  his  various  pursuits  and  has  attained  individual 
prominence  as  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  being  also 
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active  in  assisting  his  father  in  his  mercantile  estab- 
lishment and  acting  as  assistant  postmaster.  He  owns 
and  conducts  the  Groveland  House  at  Federal  Point, 
a popular  winter  resort,  modern  and  up-to-date,  which 
is  largely  patronized.  In  1887  he  married  Miss  Hattie 
Prince,  of  Randolph,  Vermont,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  Francis,  Louis  E.,  Leona  B.  and  Nancy  S. 
Mrs.  Tenney  passed  away  in  1898  and  subsequently 
Mr.  Tenney  married  Miss  Nettie  Boynton,  a native 
of  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Florence.  The 
eldest  son  of  the  first  union,  Francis,  married  Marie 
Bacon,  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  John  Francis,  Stanley 
Earl  and  Charlotte.  Louis  E.,  the  second  son,  is  at- 
tending Florida  State  University,  where  he  is  taking 
a course  in  civil  engineering.  He  is  prominent  and 
popular  in  college  circles.  A leader  in  athletics,  he  has 
served  as  captain  of  the  baseball  team  which  in  1912 
won,  for  the  first  time,  the  state  championship  for 
Florida,  and  in  1913  was  chosen  captain  of  the  Varsity 
football  team.  The  harmonious  business  relations  be- 
tween Messrs.  Tenney,  father  and  son,  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  excellent  results  which  have  not  only  brought 
them  individual  prosperity  but  have  been  a factor  in 
the  life  of  this  region.  Frank  Folsom  Tenney  is  a 
practical  man,  a man  of  experience  and  a man  of 
action,  and  there  are  few  who  seem  to  be  able  to  more 
readily  discriminate  between  the  essential  and  the  non- 
essential  in  business  matters,  and  his  abilities  have 
placed  him  in  a class  of  men  who  are  justly  admired 
for  their  attainments. 


JULIUS  A.  POTTER. 

One  of  the  wide-awake  and  energetic  residents  of 
St.  Petersburg  is  Julius  A.  Potter,  who  has  been  an 
active  factor  in  the  business  development  of  the  town 
for  a number  of  years  and  has  also  assisted  in  its 
political,  humanitarian  and  civic  interests.  He  was 
born  in  Allegany  county,  New  York,  April  16,  1844, 
on  the  first  farm  on  which  oil  was  discovered.  His 
parents  were  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Bowler)  Potter, 
the  former  a native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  greater  part  of  their  lives  were 
spent  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  Empire  state, 
and  in  1863  they  went  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Peoria 
county,  where  their  remaining  days  were  passed.  The 
father  was  a millwright  and  wagon  maker,  and  in  fact 
worked  in  wood  throughout  his  entire  life.  The 
family  numbered  six  children.  William  R.,  who  for 
one  year  was  captain’s  clerk  in  the  United  States 
navy  and  served  in  the  Civil  war,  is  now  living  in 
Hammond,  Louisiana.  Albertus  D.  is  a resident  of 


San  Diego,  California.  Julius  A.  is  the  next  of  the 
family.  Daniel  E.,  who  served  for  one  year  in  the 
navy  during  the  Civil  war,  is  now  a resident  of  St. 
Petersburg.  Nancy  Arvilla  is  the  wife  of  Moses 
Crosley,  of  Albion,  Wisconsin.  George  is  a resident 
of  Peoria  county,  Illinois. 

In  early  life  Julius  A.  Potter  began  learning  the 
blacksmith  trade  with  his  uncle,  Riley  Potter,  in 
Peoria  county,  Illinois,  but  put  aside  all  business  and 
personal  considerations  in  order  to  respond  to  the 
country’s  call  for  troops,  enlisting  on  the  14th  of 
November,  1862,  as  a member  of  Company  H, 
Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  which  he  served  for 
one  year  and  seven  months.  He  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  while  acting  as  orderly  for  Gen- 
eral Prentice,  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  a point 
called  the  Hornet’s  Nest.  Mr.  Potter  remained  with 
the  army  for  some  time,  but  at  length  was  honorably 
discharged  without  his  application  owing  to  physical 
incapacity  for  further  service.  He  then  returned 
home  and  again  worked  for  two  years  at  the  black- 
smith trade  with  his  uncle.  He  followed  blacksmith- 
ing  altogether  for  twenty-two  years  and  for  forty 
years  was  a resident  of  Peoria  county,  Illinois.  He 
then  went  to  Hammond,  Louisiana,  where  he  re- 
mained for  four  years,  conducting  a store  during  a 
year  and  a half  of  that  time.  He  next  engaged  in 
gardening  near  Biloxi,  Mississippi,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health,  and  in  May,  1900,  came  to  St.  Petersburg. 
He  has  seen  the  city  double  in  size,  while  the  work  of 
improvement  has  been  carried  steadily  forward,  work- 
ing a marked  transformation.  With  many  of  the 
business  enterprises  and  projects  of  the  city  Mr.  Pot- 
ter has  been  closely  identified.  He  assisted  in  estab- 
lishing the  American  Bank  & Trust  Company  and 
has  been  a director  since  its  organization,  serving 
also  on  its  finance  committee  and  on  the  circulating 
committee.  Other  projects  of  public  worth  have  re- 
ceived his  indorsement  and  support  and  his  labors 
have  been  of  practical  and  far-reaching  value  to  the 
upbuilding  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Potter  was  chairman  of  the  Augusta  Me- 
morial Hospital,  under  whose  direction  the  new  hos- 
pital building  is  nearing  completion,  being  the  finest 
if  not  the  largest  hospital  in  the  state.  By  petition 
from  the  business  men  Mr.  Potter  was  appointed  city 
councilman  to  fill  a vacancy  and  is  now  serving  in 
that  position.  He  believes  that  the  city  business 
should  be  taken  out  of  politics,  that  municipal  affairs 
should  be  managed  independently  of  party  lines,  and 
that  every  property  holder,  male  or  female,  should 
have  the  right  of  franchise. 

Mr.  Potter  has  been  married  twice.  In  1875  he 
wedded  Mary  Hakes,  a native  of  Illinois,  who  died 
in  that  state  in  June,  1891,  leaving  two  children: 
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Anthony,  who  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  a 
resident  of  Tampa,  Florida;  and  Edna,  the  wife  of 
Walter  McWhorter,  of  Boulder,  Colorado.  On  the 
nth  of  January,  1894,  Mr.  Potter  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Bertha  L.  Irish,  a native  of  Palmer, 
Illinois,  and  they  have  two  children,  Charlotte  and 
Helen.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  Potter  is  connected 
with  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  church,  and  he  belongs 
to  Kit  Carson  Post,  No.  36,  G.  A.  R.,  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. Actuated  at  all  times  by  a spirit  of  progress  and 
seeking  ever  the  public  good,  Mr.  Potter  has  become  a 
valued  and  representative  citizen  of  St.  Petersburg. 


JOSEPH  KILLIAN  DORN. 

Among  the  men  of  Miami  whose  initiative,  fore- 
sight and  discrimination,  guiding  and  controlling  the 
activities  of  their  business  careers,  have  made  secure 
for  them  a place  among  the  leaders  in  the  city’s 
financial  and  general  business  expansion  is  Joseph 
Killian  Dorn,  one  of  the  most  successful  insurance 
agents  in  this  section  of  Florida  and  one  of  the  larg- 
est dealers  in  real  estate  in  Dade  county.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  many  sturdy,  industrious  and  able 
men  whom  Germany  has  given  to  America,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Koenigstein,  province  of  Nassau, 
Germany,  December  12,  1876.  He  is  a son  of  George 
B.  and  Gertrude  Marie  (Irlenbome)  Dorn,  who  in 
1882  left  the  fatherland  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  settling  in  New  York  city,  where  they  resided 
for  some  time.  In  1886,  the  father’s  health  being  im- 
paired, they  came  south  and  located  in  Winter  Park, 
Florida,  where  George  B.  Dorn  engaged  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  oranges,  setting  out  extensive  groves  which  he 
was  very  successful  in  developing  until  the  great  freeze 
of  1895  entirely  destroyed  his  trees  and  caused  the 
failure  of  the  bank  where  his  funds  were  deposited. 
In  order  to  escape  another  similar  experience  Mr. 
Dorn  went  farther  south  and  settled  in  West  Palm 
Beach,  where  he  engaged  in  fruit  growing,  at  the 
same  time  successfully  managing  a small  hotel. 

Joseph  K.  Dorn  was  only  four  years  of  age  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  from  Germany  to  America. 
He  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  New 
York  public  schools  and  after  the  family  located  in 
Florida  entered  Rollins  College,  in  Winter  Park.  He 
accompanied  his  parents  to  West  Palm  Beach  and  se- 
cured a position  in  a drug  store  there,  which,  how- 
ever, he  held  only  a short  time,  resigning  in  order  to 
come  to  Miami  which,  although  a small  town  at  that 
time,  was  rapidly  coming  into  prominence.  Mr.  Dorn 
obtained  employment  as  a stenographer  for  Scott  & 
Broome  and  at  this  time  devoted  all  of  his  evenings 


to  the  study  of  law.  Upon  his  father’s  death  he  re- 
ceived a share  of  the  life  insurance  and  with  that 
capital  purchased  a drug  store  and  established  him- 
self in  business.  He  rapidly  secured  a large  and 
representative  patronage  which  soon  increased  to  such 
dimensions  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  a partner  into 
the  business.  He  associated  himself  with  E.  D.  De- 
berry and  the  success  of  the  concern  continued.  They 
moved  into  larger  quarters  and  in  a period  of  three 
years  their  stock  had  grown  from  one  thousand  dol- 
lars to  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  value.  In  order 
to  further  perfect  himself  in  his  chosen  line  of  work 
Mr.  Dorn  went  to  New  York  and  took  a full  course 
in  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  Institute,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  .1900.  He  studied  day  and  night 
in  order  to  take  as  much  work  as  possible  in  a short 
time  and  his  labors  were  so  intelligently  directed 
that  he  was  one  of  three  out  of  a class  of  twenty-two 
who  passed  the  examination  before  the  New  York 
city  board  and  he  individually  received  the  highest 
number  of  points,  scoring  ninety-eight. 

When  Mr.  Dorn  returned  to  Miami,  however,  he 
found  the  business  situation  changed  and,  being  quick 
to  recognize  and  utilize  an  opportunity,  sold  out  his 
interests  in  the  drug  store  and  entered  upon  the  real- 
estate  and  insurance  business,  which  has  since  occu- 
pied his  attention.  He  immediately  purchased  the 
agencies  of  several  of  the  largest  fire  insurance  com- 
panies who  were  then  doing  business  in  Miami  and 
succeeded  in  inducing  their  companies  to  enter  the 
field  with  him  as  their  representative  and  from  the 
beginning  he  has  prospered  steadily,  being  today  one 
of  the  most  successful  insurance  agents  in  the  city. 
Nor  is  the  other  branch  of  his  activities  less  profitable 
and  important,  for  he  handles  large  amounts  of  valua- 
ble property  which  he  buys,  improves  and  sells.  He 
also  acts  as  an  agent  for  others  and  has  negotiated 
some  of  the  largest  deals  that  have  been  conducted  in 
this  section  of  the  state  in  many  years.  In  the  course 
of  his  operations  he  has  made  judicious  investments 
for  himself  and  is  today  one  of  the  largest  property 
owners  in  the  city,  his  holdings  including  a valuable 
lot  on  the  main  street  in  Miami,  improved  with  a fine, 
modern  office  building. 

Although  Mr.  Dorn  has  given  a great  deal  of  time 
and  attention  to  his  real-estate  and  insurance  opera- 
tions, his  interests  are  not  by  any  means  confined  to 
these  lines,  for  he  is  a man  of  enterprise,  resource- 
fulness and  initiative  and  is  therefore  constantly 
broadening  the  field  of  his  activities.  He  is  today  the 
proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest  concrete  garages  in  the 
south  and  controls  one  of  the  most  important  auto- 
mobile trades  in  Miami,  selling  the  Studebaker,  Buick 
and  Maxwell  cars,  and  doing  a business  worth  about 
seventy  thousand  dollars  a year.  In  addition  to  this 
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he  has  recently  organized  a corporation,  under  the 
name  of  the  Wayne  Realty  & Investment,  capitalized 
at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  of  this  he  is  acting  as 
treasurer,  his  business  discrimination,  organizing 
power  and  initiative  spirit  being  potent  forces  in  the 
growth  of  the  concern.  He  has  handled  successfully 
some  of  the  largest  real-estate  deals  in  Miami  and 
is  undoubtedly  a specialist  in  this  line,  his  standing  in 
real-estate  circles  testifying  to  his  honesty  and  ability. 
He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Lyceum  theater  and  in 
the  Miami  Bank  & Trust  Company,  of  which  latter 
institution  he  is  a charter  member.  He  belongs  also 
to  the  Florida  Fire  Underwriters’  State  Association. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1901,  Mr.  Dorn  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Leete,  a 
granddaughter  of  Governor  Leete,  of  Connecticut. 
Her  parents  were  George  Augustus  and  Harriet  Au- 
gusta Leete,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dorn  have  a daughter,  Gertrude  Elizabeth. 
They  reside  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in 
Miami  and  have  made  this  the  center  of  a representa- 
tive and  cultured  social  circle. 

Air.  Dorn’s  interests  arc  by  no  means  confined  to 
business  affairs  but  are  varied  in  kind  and  compre- 
hensive in  scope,  including  active  participation  in 
practically  every  phase  of  community  life.  He  is 
one  of  the  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Miami  and  his  helpful  cooperation  is  always  ready  in 
support  of  movements  for  the  general  good.  He  was 
the  leader  in  the  organization  of  the  local  branch  of 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
and  is  president  of  the  association.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and 
has  done  efficient  and  constructive  work  along  this 
line,  his  services  having  been  especially  valuable  as 
a member  of  the  active  working  committees  which 
have  had  in  charge  movements  for  the  city's  benefit. 
He  has  rendered  especially  valuable  service  on  the  com- 
mittee on  immigration,  for  he  enjoys  the  advantage 
of  being  able  to  speak  fluently  both  in  German  and 
French.  He  was  a member  of  the  first  military  com- 
pany that  was  organized  in  Miami  and  belongs  to  the 
Florida  State  Horticultural  Society  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Always  an  active 
religious  worker,  he  served  for  some  time  as  vestry- 
man of  the  Episcopal  church  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  able  members  of  the  choir.  Mr.  Dorn  does 
not  affiliate  with  any  particular  political  organization, 
preferring  to  vote  independently  without  regard  to 
party  lines.  He  is  undoubtedly  one  of  Miami’s  most 
successful  and  representative  citizens  and  his  pros- 
perity is  entirely  the  result  of  his  own  well  directed 
efiforts.  He  has  ever  persevered  in  the  pursuit  of 
a persistent  purpose  and  is  now  numbered  among  the 
men  who  are  important  as  factors  in  the  city’s  ma- 


terial upbuilding.  He  is  a splendid  type  of  the 
American  business  man,  alert,  energetic  and  deter- 
mined, always  carrying  forward  to  successful  com- 
pletion whatever  he  undertakes. 


Dr.  JOHN  N.  MacGONIGLE. 

Dr.  John  N.  MacGonigle,  formerly  a Presby- 
terian minister  of  great  worth  and  ability  and  now 
a central  figure  in  business  circles  of  Miami,  is  serv- 
ing as  vice  president  and  superintendent  of  the  Miami 
Electric  Light  & Power  Company,  the  Miami  Water 
Company  and  the  West  Palm  Beach  Water  Company, 
the  offices  of  which  are  located  in  Miami.  He  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  of  Scotch-Irish 
parentage,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  city. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 
in  1871  and  afterward  entered  the  Presbyterian  min- 
istry, doing  earnest  and  consecrated  work  for  many 
years.  He  was  finally  obliged  to  resign  on  account 
of  ill  health  and  came  to  Florida,  where,  after  ten 
years’  residence  in  St.  Augustine,  he  settled  in  Miami, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  As  vice  president  and 
superintendent  of  the  Miami  Electric  Light  & Power 
Company,  the  local  water  company  and  the  West 
Palm  Beach  Water  Company  he  has  become  a power 
in  business  circles  of  the  city,  and  his  able,  discrimi- 
nating and  constructive  work  places  him  in  the  front 
ranks  of  progressive  business  men. 


DR.  SAMUEL  PHELPS  LELAND. 

Dr.  Samuel  Phelps  Leland,  whose  reputation  as  an 
educator  and  as  a lyceum  lecturer  on  scientific  and 
literary  subjects  has  assumed  national  proportions,  was 
born  in  Huntsburg,  Ohio,  March  4,  1839,  and  is  a son 
of  Gale  and  Polly  (Phelps)  Leland.  He  acquired 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Hunts- 
burg, later  went  to  an  academy  and  was  for  some  time 
a student  under  Garfield  at  Hiram  College.  He  re- 
ceived his  A.  M.  degree  from  the  college  at  Charles 
City,  Iowa,  his  degree  of  Ph.  D.  from  the  State  Col- 
lege at  Troy,  Alabama,  and  his  degree  of  LL.  D.  from 
Wesleyan  College  in  Missouri.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1863  and  practiced  law  until  1880,  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  lecturing  on  literary  and  scien- 
tific subjects  throughout  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land. He  has  traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  Africa 
and  Asia  and  is  known  as  a man  of  broad  and  compre- 
hensive learning.  For  a time  he  was  emeritus  profes- 
sor of  astronomy  and  lecturer  on  science  in  the  Charles 


I 


DR.  AND  MRS.  S.  P.  LELAND 


FLORIDA 


235 


City  (la.)  College  and  he  is  also  an  author  of  some 
reputation,  his  writings  including  a volume  of  poems 
issued  in  1865  ; Robert  Burns,  published  in  1881  ; Pecu- 
liar People,  1888;  and  World  Making,  1903. 

Dr.  Leland  resided  for  a number  of  years  in  Iowa, 
where  he  practiced  law,  but  is  now  a resident  of  Day- 
tona, Florida,  and  is  president  of  the  Peoples  State 
Bank  of  Daytona. 

Dr.  Leland  is  a loyal  supporter  of  the  prohibition 
party  and  was  in  1898  prohibition  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor of  Iowa.  He  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  an  earnest  worker  therein.  He  is  also  a 
Mason  of  high  degree,  being  a sublime  prince  of  the 
royal  secret.  He  is  a man  of  superior  scientific  and 
scholarly  attainments,  a wide  reader,  a close  observer, 
and  he  has  left  the  impress  of  his  work  and  personality 
upon  the  literary  and  educational  history  of  America. 

Dr.  Leland  married,  June  9,  1862,  Miss  Carrie 
Weeks,  who  died  November  2,  1903.  On  the  1st  of 
May,  1906,  at  Seabreeze,  Florida,  the  Doctor  married 
Mrs.  Ella  Morse  Ladd,  a native  of  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. She  was  the  widow  of  Charles  R.  Ladd, 
who  for  eleven  years,  served  as  state  auditor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  senator  for  several  terms.  After  his 
death  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Jackonville,  Florida,  Mr. 
Ladd’s  portrait  was  hung  in  the  state  house  at  Boston 
as  a memorial  to  his  splendid  record. 


JAMES  W.  ARCHIBALD. 

James  W.  Archibald,  a member  of  the  Jacksonville 
bar,  whose  large  and  representative  clientage  estab- 
lishes his  position  as  an  able  representative  of  the 
profession,  was  formerly  actively  connected  with  politi- 
cal affairs  and  has  always  been  interested  in  the 
public  welfare,  his  support  being  given  to  measures 
of  material  benefit  to  city  and  state.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Alva,  Sterlingshire,  Scotland,  July  4,  1848, 
his  parents  being  William  and  Mary  (Stupart)  Archi- 
bald, who  came  to  America  about  1853  and  settled  in 
Lansingburg,  New  York,  where  they  resided  for  a 
year.  Their  next  removal  took  them  to  Rockford, 
Illinois,  where  the  mother  passed  away.  The  father, 
who  largely  devoted  his  life  to  shoe  manufacturing, 
died  in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years. 

James  W.  Archibald  was  a lad  of  about  six  years 
when  the  family  home  was  established  in  Rockford, 
Illinois,  and  there  he  began  his  education  as  a public- 
school  pupil,  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught 
in  consecutive  grades  until  he  left  school  to  enter 
business  life.  He  became  a bookkeeper  for  N.  C. 
1 hompson,  banker  and  agricultural  implement  man- 
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ufacturer  of  Rockford,  in  1865,  when  a youth  of 
seventeen  years.  He  remained  in  that  position  for 
about  two  years  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
to  which  he  devoted  the  succeeding  year.  He  next 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Reaper  City  Insurance 
Company  as  a solicitor  and  at  the  time  of  the  Chicago 
fire  in  October,  1871,  was  assistant  secretary  of  the 
company.  Following  the  fire  the  company  retired 
from  business  but  paid  its  losses  in  full.  Mr.  Archi- 
bald next  obtained  a position  as  bookkeeper  with  the 
Winnebago  National  Bank  of  Rockford,  Illinois, 
where  he  continued  until  1874,  when  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health  he  came  to  the  south  with  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  as  his  destination.  A year  later,  his  health 
being  greatly  improved,  he  again  took  up  the  study 
of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  state  in 
1877.  The  same  year  he  was  elected  city  treasurer 
of  Jacksonville,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  three 
years.  With  the  assistance  of  the  finance  committee 
of  the  city  council  he  placed  the  city  upon  a cash 
basis.  Previous  to  this  time  it  had  been  issuing  script 
for  its  obligations  but  has  since  been  upon  a strictly 
cash  basis  whereby  the  city’s  credit  has  become  thor- 
oughly established.  Following  his  retirement  from 
the  office  of  city  treasurer,  in  which  he  made  a most 
creditable  and  satisfactory  record,  Mr.  Archibald 
served  for  one  year  as  city  attorney.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  city  council  for  twelve  years,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  exercised  his  official  prerogatives 
in  support  of  many  progressive  public  movements 
which  are  still  elements  of  value  in  the  municipal  af- 
fairs of  Jacksonville.  For  five  weeks  Mr.  Archibald 
acted  as  mayor  of  the  city  during  the  yellow  fever 
epidemic  in  1888  when  Mayor  C.  B.  Smith  was  ab- 
sent from  the  city.  Since  the  close  of  his  twelve 
years’  service  as  a member  of  the  city  council  he  has 
taken  no  active  part  in  local  politics,  feeling  that  he 
has  fully  discharged  all  of  his  duties  as  a citizen  and 
office-holder,  yet  at  no  time  has  his  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  Jacksonville  abated.  His 
influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  upbuilding  and  im- 
provement and  his  opinions  carry  weight  with  those 
who  have  the  welfare  of  the  city  at  heart.  He  is  now 
a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  public 
library  and  its  present  chairman. 

In  1884  Mr.  Archibald  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Isabelle  Spafford,  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Theodore  F.  Byrd,  of  Jacksonville.  The  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  in  1901  and  in  June,  1909,  Mr. 
Archibald  wedded  Miss  Florence  Snider.  Their  home 
is  at  No.  1417  Main  street,  and  its  hospitality  ren- 
ders it  most  attractive  to  their  many  friends.  Mr. 
Archibald  is  a member  of  the  Country  Club  and  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  interests  have  been  wide 
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and  varied  yet  his  attention  is  now  chiefly  concen- 
trated upon  his  professional  duties  and  he  has  gained 
for  himself  a creditable  position  at  the  Jacksonville 
bar. 


ALBERT  E.  HOXIE. 

Albert  E.  Hoxie  is  a prominent  resident  of  St. 
Petersburg  who  has  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate 
and  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  and  hor- 
ticultural development  of  Pinellas  county.  He  had 
the  prescience  to  discern  what  the  future  had  in  store 
for  this  great  and  growing  country,  recognized  its 
possibilities  and  so  utilized  his  opportunities  as  to 
obtain  substantial  benefit  therefrom  and  also  con- 
tribute to  the  public  welfare.  He  was  born  in  Madi- 
son county,  New  York,  September  9,  1851,  a son  of 
J.  C.  and  Almeda  (Davis)  Hoxie,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  state,  the  former  born  in  Or- 
leans county  and  the  latter  in  Chenango  county.  In 
1854  the  family  removed  to  Wisconsin,  settling  in 
New  London,  Waupaca  county,  where  they  remained 
until  1893,  when  a removal  was  made  to  Florida. 
The  father  was  a lumberman  and  hardware  merchant 
throughout  the  long  period  of  his  residence  in  Wis- 
consin, covering  almost  four  decades,  but  after  com- 
ing to  Florida  lived  retired.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years  and  his  widow  survives  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six,  being  now  a resident  of  St.  Petersburg. 
They  had  but  two  children,  Albert  E.  and  Kate  H., 
the  latter  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Springstead,  of  St. 
Petersburg. 

Albert  E.  Hoxie  was  a little  lad  of  three  summers 
when  the  family  went  from  New  York  to  Wiscon- 
sin, and  after  acquiring  his  education  he  too  became 
identified  with  the  lumber  business  in  that  state.  Fol- 
lowing his  arrival  in  Florida  in  1893  began  the  de- 
velopment of  a citrus  grove,  purchasing  and  clearing 
the  land  and  setting  out  the  trees.  He  carried  on  the 
business  quite  extensively,  having  fifty  acres  planted 
to  oranges  and  grape  fruit.  At  a recent  date  all  has 
been  platted  and  sold  for  city  lots  save  about  ten 
acres,  which  he  retained.  He  has  been  extensively 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  and  the  rise  in 
property  values  has  made  him  one  of  the  prosperous 
residents  of  this  section.  He  still  devotes  some  of  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land  and 
to  fruit  raising,  and  he  is  also  one  of  the  directors 
and  stockholders  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank  of 
Tampa,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  the 
past  fifteen  years.  He  also  has  financial  interests  in 
other  companies  and  his  sound  business  judgment 
has  proven  an  important  element  in  the  successful 
conduct  of  various  business  affairs.  When  Mr.  Hoxie 


arrived  in  St.  Petersburg  the  town  contained  a popu- 
lation of  only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  He  pur- 
chased property  on  Central  avenue,  where  he  made 
his  home,  and  sixteen  years  ago  he  bought  property 
on  Ninth  avenue,  North,  where  he  now  has  an  at- 
tractive and  comfortable  residence.  He  has  five  acres 
here  but  has  divided  it  into  village  lots  and  sold  it. 

In  Wisconsin,  in  1878,  Mr.  Hoxie  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Schabel,  a native  of  Mil- 
waukee, and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  of 
whom  three  died  in  Wisconsin  in  early  childhood. 
The  surviving  son,  Paul,  married  Laura  Vohs  and 
they  have  one  child,  Augusta  Louise.  Mr.  Hoxie 
has  always  carefully  managed  his  business  affairs  and 
his  enterprise,  combined  with  his  sound  judgment 
and  judicious  investments,  has  been  the  basis  of  his 
present-day  prosperity. 


john  Lafayette  edwards. 

Foremost  in  the  banking  circles  of  Ocala,  Florida, 
stands  John  LaFayette  Edwards,  president  of  the 
Ocala  National  Bank,  the  inception  of  which  institu- 
tion is  largely  due  to  the  initiative  and  energy  of  him 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  Mr.  Edwards 
was  born  in  Marion  county,  near  Ocala,  June  6,  1871, 
and  is  a son  of  A.  J.  and  Frances  Elizabeth  (Kirk- 
land) Edwards.  The  father  was  born  in  Georgia, 
August  28,  1836,  and  the  mother  in  South  Carolina, 
March  7,  1838.  The  former  was  a son  of  William  P. 
and  Eleanor  (Southwell)  Edwards,  natives  of  Effing- 
ham county,  Georgia,  where  they  resided  until  they 
came  to  Florida  about  1851.  The  grandfather  suc- 
cessfully followed  agricultural  pursuits,  specializing 
in  stock-raising.  The  grandparents  died  in  Marion 
county,  Florida,  where  they  had  settled,  there  rear- 
ing a family  of  six  children.  The  father  was  brought 
to  Florida  by  his  parents  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age  and  located  in  Marion  county,  about  twenty 
miles  from  Ocala,  where  he  followed  farming  pur- 
suits until  he  moved  into  the  city,  where  he  spent 
the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life.  He  rendered 
distinguished  service  on  the  Confederate  side  in 
the  Civil  war,  enlisting  with  a Florida  regiment 
from  Marion  county,  being  under  the  orders  of  Cap- 
tain Chambers.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
the  father  was  engaged  in  the  live-stock  and  meat 
business  and  also  was  active  as  an  orange  grower. 
As  he  prospered  his  investments  increased  and  he 
owned  considerable  property,  many  head  of  cattle  and 
had  other  interests,  including  valuable  orange  groves, 
which,  however,  were  destroyed  by  the  fateful  bliz- 
zard. May  4,  1905,  marks  his  passing  away,  his 
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death  occurring  in  Ocala,  but  the  mother  still  resides 
in  that  city.  The  father  was  a devout  Baptist  and 
the  mother  gives  her  adherence  to  that  church.  In 
their  family  were  five  children:  N.  J.,  an  agricultur- 

ist of  Ocala;  W.  J.,  also  of  that  city  and  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Edwards  Brothers,  live-stock  dealers, 
our  subject  being  the  other  member  of  the  firm;  John 
LaFayette;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  H.  D.  Stokes, 
cashier  of  the  Ocala  National  Bank;  and  Lawrence  K., 
manager  of  the  Irvine  Crate  & Basket  Company  of 
Irvine,  Marion  county. 

John  L.  Edwards  has  resided  in  Ocala  since  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his 
early  education  attended  the  public  schools  of  that 
city,  subsequently  attending  John  B.  Stetson  University 
of  De  Land  for  one  year.  He  made  his  entrance  into 
the  business  world  by  engaging  in  the  live-stock  and 
wholesale  meat  business  with  his  father  and  later, 
after  the  father  retired,  continued  the  business  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  and  is  still  interested  in 
that  concern,  although  he  gives  most  of  his  time  now 
to  his  extensive  banking  interests.  On  February  18, 
iqi  i , he  organized,  with  several  other  prominent  men 
of  the  community,  the  Ocala  National  Bank  and  has 
since  served  as  the  president  of  that  organization. 
An  aggressive  and  energetic  man  of  high  ambitions, 
yet  guided  by  safe  conservatism,  he  has  in  his  impor- 
tant position  done  wonderful  work  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  bank  and  it  is  his  first  consideration 
to  most  carefully  safeguard  the  interests  of  its  deposi- 
tors. He  regards  no  detail  too  unimportant  to  assure 
it  of  his  closest  attention  and  there  is  no  phase  of 
the  business  that  escapes  his  scrutiny,  for  he  is  as 
watchful  of  every  opportunity  to  promote  and  extend 
the  interests  of  the  institution  as  he  is  careful  in  his 
policy  of  bank  investments.  The  Ocala  National 
Bank  is  capitalized  for  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
and  its  status  is  manifest  from  its  position  as  desig- 
nated depository  for  postal  savings  funds.  Although 
it  has  done  business  for  barely  two  years,  its  deposits 
have  increased  in  that  length  of  time  from  about 
sixty  thousand  dollars  to  over  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  and  its  resources  have  passed  the 
four  hundred  thousand  dollar  mark.  It  occupies  a 
handsome  structure  which  in  its  pure  architecture  is 
expressive  of  the  stability  of  the  institution.  Mr. 
Edwards  also  has  other  interests,  being  vice  president 
of  the  Irvine  Crate  & Basket  Company,  Inc.,  of  Irvine, 
Florida,  which  he  helped  to  organize.  He  is  a busi- 
ness man  of  the  modern  type,  who  has  proven  his 
ability; — shrewd,  able,  progressive  and  straightfor- 
ward, careful  of  his  own  interests,  considerate  of 
those  of  others  and  influenced  at  all  times  by  the 
thought  of  the  broader  effect  which  his  work  has 
upon  the  growth  of  his  community. 


On  June  30,  1897,  Mr.  Edwards  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Ava  Lee  Sheppard,  a native  of  Old 
Town,  Florida,  situated  on  the  Suwanee  river,  and  a 
daughter  of  C.  R.  M.  Sheppard,  a well  known  resi- 
dent of  that  section.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  have 
two  daughters : Ava  Lee,  aged  fourteen ; and  Mar- 

garet, aged  eleven. 

His  fellowmen  in  the  county,  appreciative  of  his 
worth,  his  ability  and  his  patriotic  purpose,  elected 
Mr.  Edwards  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
and  he  served  in  that  capacity  successfully  for  eight 
years.  He  is  a democrat  in  his  political  affiliations 
and  brings  to  the  needs  of  his  party  and  to  questions 
of  public  importance  a ready  understanding.  For 
two  years  he  served  as  a city  alderman  and  has  in 
that  connection  done  valuable  service  in  promoting 
and  inaugurating  measures  that  have  proven  of  benefit 
to  the  municipality.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Baptist  denomination,  his  membership  being  with  the 
First  Baptist  church  of  Ocala,  to  which  he  gives  his 
moral  and  material  support.  Ever  watchful  of  op- 
portunities pointing  to  success,  Mr.  Edwards  has  never 
feared  to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity  has 
led  the  way  and,  correctly  judging  of  his  own  capaci- 
ties and  those  things  which  go  to  make  up  life’s  con- 
tacts and  experiences,  has  been  carried  into  important 
business  relations.  A logically  and  sound  thinking 
man,  he  arrives  at  his  goal  by  the  shortest  route,  easily 
avoiding  the  mistakes  and  disasters  that  come  to  those 
of  less  remarkable  faculties  and,  never  assuming  un- 
warranted risks,  achieves  a success  that  is  notable. 
Such  has  been  his  record  that  his  methods  are  of 
interest  to  others  as  an  example,  and  an  analyzation 
of  his  career  shows  that  he  has  always  based  his 
actions  upon  the  rules  which  govern  strict  and  un- 
swerving integrity  and  unflagging  enterprise. 


EDGAR  E.  ANDERSON. 

Edgar  E.  Anderson,  who  has  devoted  a lifetime 
to  farming  operations  and  who  has  won  therein  a 
high  degree  of  prosperity  and  prominence,  is  a na- 
tive of  Florida,  born  in  Jackson  county,  December 
28,  1868,  his  parents  being  John  B.  and  Dicy  (Hayes) 
Anderson,  natives  of  Georgia,  the  former  a Confeder- 
ate veteran  and  both  now  deceased. 

Edgar  E.  Anderson  was  reared  to  farm  work  and 
from  his  earliest  childhood  was  familiar  with  its 
details,  much  of  his  present  prosperity  being  due  to 
his  comprehensive  and  exact  knowledge  and  his  long 
practical  experience.  He  owns  today  five  hundred 
and  forty-three  acres  of  fertile  land  near  Bascom, 
well  improved  and  in  excellent  condition,  reflecting 
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the  care  and  skill  of  the  owner  in  its  well  tilled  fields 
and  neat  buildings.  Mr.  Anderson  engages  in  mixed 
farming  and  has  found  this  method  exceedingly  profit- 
able, his  success  increasing  year  by  year. 

Mr.  Anderson  married  Miss  Ada  Peacock,  a daugh- 
ter of  Frank  and  Harriet  (Rivers)  Peacock,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Jackson  county,  Florida,  and  the  latter 
of  Georgia.  Both  are  now  living  at  Greenwood,  Florida. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  were  born  six  children: 
Thelma,  who  lives  at  home;  Edna;  Nettie:  Edgar  A.: 
Winfield;  and  Louis.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  church  and  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  this  community,  enjoying  the  warm  regard 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 


WILLIAM  HAYDEN  REYNOLDS. 

As  a leader  in  the  development  and  expansion  of 
the  Orlando  Telephone  Company,  William  Hayden 
Reynolds  is  doing  effective,  beneficial  and  far-reaching 
work  along  business  lines,  for  as  an  influential  factor 
in  commercial  and  industrial  expansion  few  public 
utilities  exceed  the  telephone  in  value.  Through  his 
service  in  the  office  of  mayor  he  is,  moreover,  influenc- 
ing social,  political  and  economic  development  of  the 
city  and  he  is  thus  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces 
in  practically  every  phase  of  municipal  progress.  He 
is  numbered  among  the  early  residents  here,  having 
arrived  in  the  city  December  9,  1881,  but  his  birth 
occurred  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  where  he  resided 
during  his  childhood  and  youth.  When  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Fifty-first 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  in  the  Union 
army  for  four  years  and  a half.  He  was  with  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  the  headquarters  of  the 
Fourth  Army  Corps  and  served  through  the  entire 
Atlanta  campaign.  After  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge he  became  identified  with  the  railroad  business, 
serving  first  as  brakeman  and  then  as  conductor,  a posi- 
tion which  he  held  for  twelve  years.  On  the  9th  of 
December,  1881,  he  came  to  Orlando,  finding  here  only 
a small  village,  the  streets  of  which  were  little  more 
than  deer  and  rabbit  runs.  Mr.  Reynolds  erected  a 
sawmill  and  in  the  early  days  prepared  most  of  the 
lumber  used  in  the  first  business  buildings  and  resi- 
dences in  the  city.  He  continued  in  this  line  of  work 
until  1898,  when  he  joined  J.  J.  Heard  in  the  orange 
business  at  Arcadia,  buying  and  selling  high-grade 
fruit.  Mr.  Reynolds  took  charge  of  the  sales  depart- 
ment in  New  York  and  remained  in  that  business  for 
ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
Orlando  and  in  1908  purchased  the  telephone  company, 
an  enterprise  of  which  he  is  still  proprietor.  This  con- 


cern has  had  an  interesting  history.  It  was  founded 
March  23,  1896,  under  the  name  of  the  Florida  Long 
Distance  Telephone  & Telegraph  Company,  by  John 
Lemnon,  who  sold  out  his  interest  in  October  of  the 
same  year  to  A.  Hayden  and  other  local  capitalists. 
They  operated  the  concern  until  May,  1903,  when  it 
was  purchased  by  the  Arcadia  Electric  Light,  Ice  & 
Telephone  Company,  under  the  control  of  which  it 
remained  until  March,  1908,  when  the  present  man- 
agement assumed  direction  of  its  affairs,  raising  the 
efficiency  of  the  organization  to  the  high  standard 
which  has  since  been  maintained.  The  officials  of  the 
Orlando  Telephone  Company  are:  W.  H.  Reynolds 

proprietor;  Ray  R.  Reynolds,  manager;  and  John 
Quina,  superintendent. 

Starting  originally  with  but  fifteen  telephones,  the 
company  has  gradually  enlarged  its  service  until  at 
this  time  it  has  over  six  hundred  telephones  within  the 
city  limits  and  seventy-five  in  the  outlying  country 
districts.  The  switchboard  now  in  use  is  new  and 
up-to-date  with  a one  thousand  five  hundred  line  capac- 
ity. This  will  provide  for  all  reasonable  increase  in 
the  company’s  business  for  some  time  to  come.  Over 
one  thousand  and  forty-five  miles  of  wire,  including 
two  hundred  miles  of  toll  line,  are  now  in  use  and  the 
company  supplies  direct  connection  with  Kissimmee 
and  Winter  Garden  and  carries  its  own  lines  half  way 
from  Orlando  to  Sanford.  There  are  at  present  ten 
party  lines  branching  out  from  the  main  office  in 
Orlando,  furnishing  the  fruit  growers  and  agricultur- 
ists in  the  outlying  territory  with  the  means  of  com- 
munication with  all  the  principal  cities  in  southern 
Florida.  Winter  Park,  Maitland,  Altamonte  Springs 
and  Longwood  are  on  the  main  line,  the  other  local 
boundaries  being  Gotha,  Windemere,  Ocoee,  Waco  and 
Fuller’s  Crossing  on  the  west,  Conway  on  the  east  and 
on  the  south  Pinecastle,  Taft,  McKinnon  and  Kis- 
simmee. The  central  exchange  and  general  offices  are 
located  in  comfortable  quarters  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
Empire  block.  The  company  plans  many  improve- 
ments in  the  near  future. 

Mr.  Reynolds’  connection  with  the  local  telephone 
company  does  not,  however,  limit  the  extent  of  his 
business  interests,  for  he  is  closely  identified  with  many 
of  the  most  important  business  concerns  in  the  city. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Merchants  Bank 
of  Orlando  and  served  as  its  president  for  some  years, 
and  he  is  besides  extensively  interested  in  the  orange 
packing  industry.  He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
Orlando  Fair  Association  and  since  its  foundation 
has  been  a director.  Fie  is  in  addition  a director  in 
the  Heard  National  Bank  of  Jacksonville. 

Mr.  Reynolds  has  been  twice  married.  He  first 
wedded  Miss  Kitorah  Giles,  of  Ohio,  who  passed  away 
leaving  one  daughter,  Kitorah,  who  married  W.  A. 
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Halsehouser,  a druggist  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Reynolds  married 
Miss  Virginia  T.  Denio,  of  Iowa,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Raymond  R.,  who  is  man- 

ager of  the  Orlando  Telephone  Company;  and  Edna 
May,  who  married  J.  W.  Puett,  a merchant  in  Lake- 
land, Florida. 

Since  taking  up  his  residence  in  the  city  Mr.  Reyn- 
olds has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs.  In  the 
early  days  he  served  for  two  terms  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  of  Orlando  and  in  1910  was  elected  mayor 
of  the  city.  He  was  reelected  in  1911,  the  last  time 
for  a term  of  two  years.  His  has  been  a business-like 
administration,  marked  by  intelligently  directed,  effec- 
tive and  constructive  work  in  the  public  service  and  by 
consistent  indorsement  and  support  of  those  measures 
and  movements  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
welfare.  He  has  put  through  several  widely  effective 
ordinances  among  which  mention  should  be  made  of 
the  milk  ordinance,  which  compels  every  dairyman  to 
keep  his  establishment  absolutely  sanitary  and  has 
proven  a great  boon  to  the  city.  Since  he  has  been 
mayor  the  police  force  has  also  been  reorganized  and 
instead  of  showing  a deficit  as  in  previous  years,  it  is 
now  self-supporting  while  maintaining  the  same,  if  not 
a higher,  standard  of  efficiency.  Fraternally  Mr.  Reyn- 
olds is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  holding 
membership  in  the  blue  lodge,  chapter  and  command- 
ery,  and  he  is  past  commander  of  the  local  post  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  preeminently  a 
business  man — enterprising,  alert  and  energetic,  mod- 
ern in  his  views  and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  his 
labors  have,  therefore,  been  a great  and  vital  force  in 
the  development  of  Orlando  since  pioneer  times. 


R.  C.  INGRAM. 

R.  C.  Ingram,  clerk  of  the  Duval  county  court  and 
criminal  court  of  record  at  Jacksonville,  was  born  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  December  25,  1873,  his  parents 
being  James  F.  and  Helen  K.-  (Wilmott)  Ingram,  the 
former  a native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Tioga  county, 
New  York.  In  1878  the  parents  removed  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Florida  and  settled  at  La  Grange,  on  the 
Indian  river,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  fishing 
business,  while  the  mother  became  teacher  of  one  of 
the  schools  of  that  district.  In  1880  they  came  to 
Jacksonville  and  Mrs.  Ingram  was  made  assistant 
principal  of  the  Duval  high  school  and  later  occupied 
the  chair  of  English  and  history  in  the  Normal  Col- 
lege at  Lake  City.  She  was  one  of  the  leading  edu- 
cators of  the  country,  widely  known  and  honored  for 


her  good  work  and  her  ability  in  inaugurating  high 
educational  standards.  She  was  chosen  as  one  of 
the  lady  managers  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Expo- 
sition in  Chicago,  in  1893,  and  as  such  was  actively 
interested  in  making  the  great  affair  the  success  which 
history  now  chronicles.  She  became  an  associate  of 
Charles  FI.  Jones,  founder  of  the  Times  Union,  and 
wrote  for  that  paper  many  of  its  periodicals.  In  fact, 
she  was  identified  with  various  prominent  societies 
and  leading  institutions  of  the  country,  especially 
those  working  for  broader  intelligence  and  higher 
educational  values.  A brilliant  and  gifted  woman,  the 
following  tribute  was  paid  to  her  at  her  death,  pre- 
pared by  a committee  of  the  Woman’s  Club  as  a 
tribute  to  the  life  and  character  of  Mrs.  Ingram,  who 
passed  away  August  30,  1898: 

“Whereas  God,  in  his  wise  providence  has  called 
from  earth  to  heaven  our  beloved  sister  Helen  K. 
Ingram,  it  is  our  fervent  desire  to  express  our  deep 
sense  of  los's  in  the  death  of  this  gifted,  cultured  and 
saintly  woman ; therefore,  be  it 

“Resolved,  that  her  rare  qualities  blessed  every 
circle  she  touched,  were  it  home,  school,  church,  so- 
ciety or  literature;  and  that  her  memory  will  be  a 
fragrance  wherever  she  was  known ; be  it  further 
“Resolved,  that  in  this  wonderful  woman  we  have 
recognized  the  intellect  of  a philosopher,  the  imagina- 
tion of  an  idealist,  and  in  her  artistic  conceptions  a 
queen  in  the  realms  of  thought.  Equally  at  home 
among  the  researches  of  the  scientists  or  in  the  regions 
of  fancy  her  versatility  was  fascinating. 

“We  resolve  further,  That  we  recognize  the  loving, 
helpful  nature,  which,  in  her  widowhood,  did  not  fail 
to  give  the  strength  of  a father  to  the  direction  of 
her  sons’  lives,  nor  the  tenderness  of  a mother  to 
their  sorrows.  Yet,  amid  her  multitudinous  cares, 
her  largeness  of  heart  was  ever  ready  to  share  the 
sorrows  of  her  friends,  and  to  shed  for  a divine  solace, 
sympathy  and  helpfulness.  Now  she  has  found  im- 
mortality. 

“One  of  equal  temper,  of  heroic  bear, 

Made  weak  by  time  and  fate 
But  strong  in  will  to  strive, 

To  seek,  to  find,  and  not  to  yield. 

“Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  extend  to  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  with  a copy 
of  these  resolutions  which  we  request  to  be  published 
in  our  city  papers ; and  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  record  book.” 

James  F.  Ingram,  father  of  R.  C.  Ingram,  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
serving  as  quartermaster  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
Fie  died  in  t888.  In  the  fafnilv  were  four  sons: 
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James  W. ; justice  G.  and  John  R.,  who  are  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business ; and  Richmond  C. 

R.  C.  Ingram  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Duval  county  and  was  employed  as  office  boy  under 
the  old  sanitary  improvement  bond  trustees  at  a 
salary  of  five  dollars  per  week.  This  was  his  initial 
step  in  the  business  world.  He  was  connected  with 
that  office  for  eleven  years,  serving  as  bookkeeper  at 
the  time  he  resigned  on  account  of  his  health.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  to  the  electrical  business, 
in  which  he  continued  for  five  years,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1908  once  more  entered  the  public  service,  fol- 
lowing his  election  as  clerk  of  the  criminal  court. 
That  he  made  an  excellent  record  in  that  office  is 
indicated  in  his  reelection  in  November,  1912,  so  that 
he  is  now  serving  for  a second  term. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1903,  Mr.  Ingram  was 
married  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Oetgen,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Catherine  W.  Mr.  In- 
gram’s fraternal  connections  are  with  Palmetto  Camp 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  High  Davis  Aerie 
of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  Long  residence  in 
Jacksonville  has  brought  him  a wide  acquaintance 
among  its  citizens,  and  his  public  record  commends 
him  to  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all. 


WARREN  C.  JACKSON. 

Various  business  and  corporate  interests  in  De  Land 
and  vicinity  owe  their  foundation  to  Warren  C.  Jack- 
son’s initiative  spirit  and  enterprise  and  their  con- 
tinued growth  to  his  industry  and  ability,  for  he  is 
well  known  as  an  organizer  and  promoter,  his  activ- 
ities affecting  many  phases  of  business  and  general 
development.  He  was  born  in  Robeson  county, 
North  Carolina,  June  7,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  Allan 
and  Kate  (McCall)  Jackson,  the  former  of  whom 
engaged  in  farming. 

Warren  C.  Jackson  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  North  Carolina  and  then  went  to 
Oliver,  Georgia,  where  for  three  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  R.  II.  McMillan  and  for  two  years  in  the 
employ  of  W.  L.  Powell.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
removed  to  Irwin  county,  Georgia,  where  he  spent 
one  year,  and  from  there  went  to  Bulloch  county, 
that  state,  where  he  formed  a partnership  with  R.  FI. 
and  D.  H.  McMillan  under  the  firm  name  of  McMil- 
lan & Jackson  Company.  In  1888  they  removed  to 
Pembroke,  Georgia,  where  R.  FI.  McMillan  died  in 
1892  and  the  remaining  partners  bought  his  interest 
in  the  business,  the  firm  name  being  changed  to 
McMillan  & Jackson  and  continuing  as  such  until 
Mr.  Jackson  resigned  in  1897.  He  then  came  to  Flor- 


ida, settling  in  Altoona,  Lake  county,  where  he  again 
purchased  land.  Here  he  organized  D.  H.  McMillan 
& Company  and  W.  C.  Jackson  & Company,  the  latter 
being  now  in  control  of  large  turpentine  interests  here. 
It  distills  annually  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thou- 
sand barrels  of  spirits  of  turpentine  and  about  five 
thousand  barrels  of  rosin.  In  addition  to  this  Mr. 
Jackson  is  a director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
De  Land  and  in  the  People’s  State  Bank  at  Daytona. 
He  is  president  of  the  Hastings  Operating  Company, 
controlling  naval  stores,  a director  in  the  Florida 
Fire  & Casualty  Company  of  Jacksonville;  in  the 
Council  Tool  Company  at  Wananish,  North  Carolina, 
in  the  Tomoca  Land  Company,  and  is  connected  as 
a partner  with  various  other  important  enterprises. 
All  of  his  business  interests  are  carefully  conducted 
along  progressive  lines  and  their  success  and  prosper- 
ity have  not  only  added  to  Mr.  Jackson’s  individual 
prominence  but  have  increased  the  business  resources 
of  his  section  of  Florida. 

In  1892  Mr.  Jackson  married  Miss  Sallie  McMillan, 
of  Robeson  county,  North  Carolina,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Tom  Lawrence,  Neill 

Spurgeon,  Ruby  Hector,  Katie  Lee  and  Warren  Cobb. 
Mrs.  Jackson  passed  away  in  1905. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Jackson  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  holding  membership  in  the  commandery, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellow's  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  is  a devout  adherent  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
holds  the  office  of  trustee  in  that  organization.  For 
a number  of  years  he  has  through  his  well  directed 
labors  been  closely  associated  with  the  public  welfare 
and  with  general  business  progress.  He  is  much 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  progressive  public 
movements  and  in  citizenship  and  in  private  life  has 
manifested  the  sterling  traits  of  character  which  every- 
where command  respect  and  regard. 


LUCIUS  LEE  PAYNE. 

Among  the  men  who  have  been  active  in  inaugurat- 
ing and  shaping  the  business  development  of  Orlando 
is  numbered  Lucius  Lee  Payne,  whose  connection 
with  important  business  and  corporate  interests  in 
the  city  and  whose  able  service  in  their  development 
make  secure  for  him  a place  of  prominence  among 
substantial  and  representative  citizens.  Fie  was  born 
in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts,  November  21,  1869,  ar*d 
there  acquired  a public-school  education.  He  was  for 
some  time  in  the  bicycle  manufacturing  business  there 
but  in  1900  came  to  Orlando  to  take  charge  of  the 
office  of  the  Southern  Florida  Foundry  & Machine 
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Company.  He  was  in  the  same  year  made  manager 
of  the  Southern  Gas  & Electric  Light  Company  and 
when  that  concern  was  absorbed  by  the  Orlando  Water 
& Light  Company  in  January,  1906,  was  retained  in 
office,  serving  creditably  for  two  years.  He  is  today 
connected  through  investment  or  official  service  with 
a great  many  of  the  most  important  business  enter- 
prises of  the  city  and  the  force  of  his  ability,  his 
initiative  spirit  and  his  organizing  power  have  made 
him  one  of  the  leaders  in  business  circles.  He  gives 
a great  deal  of  his  time  to  the  affairs  of  the  Southern 
Fertilizer  Company,  the  growth  of  which  he  has  done 
effective  work  in  promoting.  This  enterprise  was 
established  in  June,  1892,  by  judge  Archibald  Mac- 
Callum  and  A.  H.  Carey,  with  a capital  stock  of 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  which  was  in  1908  in- 
creased to  fifty  thousand  dollars.  In  the  same  year 
Mr.  Payne  became  a stockholder  and  was  made  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  rising  from  this  position  to  that 
of  president,  an  office  which  he  still  holds.  The  vice 
president  of  the  concern  is  A.  L.  Beck,  who  came  to 
Florida  in  1884  and  to  Orlando  in  1904.  The  latter 
is  well  known  in  the  lumber  business  and  was  for  some 
time  manager  of  the  Orlando  Novelty  Works.  He 
became  connected  with  the  Southern  Fertilizer  Com- 
pany in  1909  and  since  that  time  has  served  as  vice 
president.  Under  Mr.  Payne’s  able  management  as 
president  of  this  concern  its  affairs  have  steadily 
prospered  and  are  in  an  excellent  condition,  as  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  plant  gives  employment 
to  over  ten  men  and  the  annual  output  is  five  thousand 
tons.  Mr.  Payne  is  also  interested  in  the  A.  L.  Beck 
Lumber  Company,  organized  by  A.  L.  Beck  in  January, 
1911,  with  the  following  officers:  L.  L.  Payne,  presi- 
dent ; A.  L.  Beck,  vice  president  and  general  manager; 
and  T.  Picton  Warlow,  secretary  and  treasurer.  This 
company  controls  a large  plant,  six  hundred  by  two 
hundred  feet  in  size,  and  a sawmill  at  Plymouth.  It 
gives  employment  to  forty  men  and  conducts  one  of 
the  largest  and  best  managed  institutions  of  its  kind 
in  the  city.  Among  the  other  important  enterprises 
with  which  Mr.  Payne  is  connected  in  an  important 
way  may  be  mentioned  the  Curry-Smith  Cigar  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  vice  president,  and  the  State 
Bank  of  Orlando,  of  which  he  is  serving  on  the  board 
of  directors. 

Mr.  Payne  married  Miss  Augusta  F.  Isaacson,  of 
Orlando,  and  both  are  well  known  and  popular  in 
social  circles  of  the  city.  Although  Mr.  Payne  is  a 
progressive,  far-sighted  and  discriminating  business 
man,  he  does  not  allow  business  affairs  to  absorb  his 
attention  to  the  exclusion  of  other  interests,  for  his 
public  spirit  is  one  of  the  most  forceful  elements  in 
his  character.  It  has  carried  him  forward  into  im- 
portant relations  with  local  politics  and  with  those 


public  projects  and  movements  which  have  for  their 
object  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the  commun- 
ity. He  served  as  city  auditor  for  three  years,  his 
term  ending  in  1904,  and  he  was  for  two  years  a 
member  of  the  city  council.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  at- 
tained the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite. 
He  has  served  for  four  years  as  district  deputy  of 
the  thirteenth  district,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is  past  master 
of  his  lodge.  He  is  past  commander  of  the  com- 
mandery  and  past  high  priest  of  the  chapter.  Lie 
is  in  addition  a member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  A man  of  keen  foresight  and  initia- 
tive spirit,  he  has  steadily  prospered  in  his  business 
undertakings,  while  in  matters  of  citizenship  he  has 
proven  himself  progressive  and  public-spirited,  a val- 
uable addition  to  the  ranks  of  Orlando’s  active  and 
successful  men. 


R.  J.  HANCOCK. 

R.  J.  Hancock  is  filling  the  position  of  county  tax 
collector,  to  which  office  he  was  chosen  in  1909.  He 
has  made  an  excellent  record  through  the  prompt  and 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  and  his  course  com- 
mends him  for  further  political  honors.  Putnam 
county  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth 
having  here  occurred  on  the  4th  of  February,  1877. 
His  parents  are  John  and  Mary  (Durrance)  Hancock, 
the  former  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of 
Columbia  county,  Florida.  They  are  now  residents  of 
Bostwick,  nine  miles  north  of  Palatka,  where  Mr. 
Hancock  devotes  his  attention  to  farming,  which  has 
been  his  life  work.  He  served  throughout  the  Civil 
war  as  a member  of  a Georgia  regiment  and  in  pub- 
lic affairs  has  been  active,  filling  the  position  of  county 
commissioner  for  a number  of  years.  His  political 
allegiance  has  always  been  given  to  the  democratic 
party  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist 
church.  His  family  numbers  seven  children:  J.  T., 

who  makes  his  home  at  Bostwick;  D.  P. ; Amanda, 
the  wife  of  L.  C.  Williams,  of  Bostwick ; R.  J. ; Lulu, 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Minton,  of  Palatka;  Maude,  the 
wife  of  Roma  Thomas,  of  Kissimmee,  Florida ; and 
Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Glisson,  of  Pine  Mount, 
Florida. 

R.  J.  Hancock  has  been  a lifelong  resident  of  Put- 
nam county  and  remained  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  supplemented 
his  public-school  education  by  study  in  a normal  school 
and  afterward  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching, 
which  he  followed  for  four  years.  In  1902  he  was 
appointed  to  a position  in  the  United  States  mail 
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service  and  remained  in  that  capacity  for  seven  years 
or  until  1909,  when  he  resigned,  having  been  elected 
to  his  present  position  as  tax  collector  of  Putnam 
county.  He  has  discharged  his  duties  with  promptness 
and  fidelity  and  there  has  been  no  discrimination  in 
favor  of  any  certain  individuals  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties. 

In  October,  1905,  Mr.  Hancock  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Rosa  Green,  a native  of  Putnam  county, 
Florida,  and  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  Green, 
the  former  deceased,  while  the  latter  is  a resident  of 
Putnam  county.  The  two  children  of  this  marriage 
are : Coy  J.  and  Edna  Earl.  The  parents  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Baptist  church  and  are  interested  in 
the  moral  progress  of  the  community.  Mr.  Hancock 
votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  his  fraternal  re- 
lations are  with  the  Masons,  the  Elks  and  the  Red 
Men.  He  has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite 
in  Masonry  and  in  his  life  exemplifies  the  beneficent 
spirit  of  the  craft  which  is  based  upon  mutual  help- 
fulness and  brotherly  kindness. 


GEORGE  CARDWELL  KELLER. 

Journalistic  interests  of  Orlando  are  well  repre- 
sented by  George  C.  Keller,  owner  and  publisher  of 
the  Reporter-Star,  one  of  the  most  influential  daily 
and  weekly  journals  in  that  part  of  the  state.  Its 
proprietor  has  used  a natural  talent  for  journalism 
in  a worthy  and  progressive  way,  making  his  paper  a 
force  in  community  upbuilding  and  development  and 
powerful  as  a factor  in  the  direction  of  public  thought 
and  opinion.  He  was  born  in  ITarrodsburg,  Kentucky, 
December  12,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  George  C.  and 
Nannie  M.  (Mullins)  Keller,  the  former  prominent 
in  the  mercantile  business. 

George  C.  Keller  acquired  his  education  in  Ken- 
tucky and  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of 
the  Harrodsburg  Observer,  conducted  at  that  time  by 
his  cousin,  L.  D.  Cardwell,  following  that  trade  after 
he  began  his  independent  career.  He  became  pro- 
ficient in  his  chosen  line  of  work,  going  to  Stanford, 
Kentucky,  in  1885,  where  he  engaged  in  newspaper 
work  on  the  Interior  Journal  until  1892,  when  he 
entered  the  government  printing  office  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  Kentucky,  conducting  the 
Observer  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  for  a season.  He 
next  went  to  Danville,  Kentucky,  and  later  entered  a 
printing  house  in  Louisville,  remaining  there  until  1908, 
when  he  settled  in  Orlando,  Florida,  and  became  con- 
nected with  the  Reporter-Star,  then  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  a corporation.  In  19TO  Mr.  Keller,  with  E.  C. 


Walton,  of  Stanford,  Kentucky,  purchased  the  paper 
from  the  company,  Mr.  Keller  afterward  buying  his 
partner’s  interest,  and  he  has  since  been  editor  and 
proprietor.  This  is  today  one  of  the  most  powerful 
papers  in  central  Florida  and  it  has  had  an  interesting 
history.  In  1879  Charles  H.  Munger  and  Willis 
Russell  established  the  Orange  County  Reporter,  which 
for  a time  had  the  journalistic  field  to  itself.  The  Star 
was  later  founded  by  Walter  D.  Yowell,  who  controlled 
several  other  weekly  publications,  all  of  which  were 
consolidated  under  the  name  of  the  Reporter-Star. 
Previous  to  that  time  both  the  Star  and  the  Reporter 
had  been  made  dailies  and  the  Reporter-Star  is  now 
both  a daily  and  a weekly.  The  journal  was  conducted 
by  a stock  company  under  the  name  of  the  Reporter- 
Star  Publishing  Company  until  1910,  when  Mr.  Keller 
purchased  the  paper.  He  has  a well  equipped  plant 
forty-four  by  ninety  feet  in  size  and  modern  in  every 
particular.  The  equipment  includes  a linotype  machine 
and  all  the  other  facilities  known  to  modern  journalism 
and  the  plant  gives  employment  to  fourteen  people 
all  the  year  round.  The  weekly  circulation  is  twenty- 
five  hundred  and  the  daily  sixteen  hundred  and  this 
makes  the  paper  an  excellent  advertising  medium. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1890,  Mr.  Keller  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Farris,  of  Danville,  Kentucky,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Mrs.  Josephine  Evans  Dolive;  and  J. 
Farris  Keller,  who  is  assisting  his  father.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Keller  is  connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks  and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Orange 
County  Fair  Association  and  is  now  a director  and 
vice  president.  He  was  also  a leader  in  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Country  Club  of  Orlando  and,  in  fact,  is 
interested  and  active  in  practically  every  phase  of  com- 
munity life.  He  has  many  friends  among  the  repre- 
sentative and  successful  men  of  the  city,  in  whose  ranks 
he  stands,  and  he  has  gained  the  unqualified  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  have  business  and  social  rela- 
tions with  him. 


HENRY  FRIERSON  GAILLARD. 

Henry  Frierson  Gaillard,  well  known  in  insurance 
circles  and  active  for  many  years  in  connection  with 
financial  and  political  interests,  was  born  at  Eutaw- 
ville,  South  Carolina,  December  29,  1851,  his  parents 
being  Eugene  M.  and  Camilla  P.  Gaillard.  The  family 
is  of  French  Huguenot  origin. 

Mr.  Gaillard’s  school  days  were  largely  passed  in 
the  Porter  Military  Academy,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  June,  1873.  His  official  record  has  made 
him  widely  known  and  gained  him  recognition  as  a 
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most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen.  He  was 
mayor  of  St.  Augustine  in  1896  and  gave  to  the  city 
a practical  and  businesslike  administration  in  which 
reform  and  progress  were  salient  features.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  became  postmaster  of  St.  Augustine 
and  in  1897  was  also  elected  senator  from  St.  John 
county,  which  he  represented  in  the  upper  house  for 
two  years.  He  is  still  holding  office,  having  been 
bond  trustee  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville  since  1907, 
chairman  of  the  police  committee  and  also  chairman  of 
the  board  of  public  works. 

Mr.  Gaillard  has  also  figured  prominently  in  finan- 
cial circles,  having  been  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  St.  Augustine  from  1888  until  1895  and 
cashier  and  vice  president  of  the  Commercial  Bank 
of  Jacksonville  from  1900  until  1912.  He  is  now 
concentrating  his  efforts  upon  wise  and  careful  man- 
agement and  thorough  systematization  of  all  of  the 
varied  features  which  have  to  do  with  the  establish- 
ment and  conduct  of  a fire  insurance  business. 

At  Tocoi,  Florida,  in  May,  1876,  Mr.  Gaillard  was 
married  to  Miss  Rachael  Catharine  Miller,  a daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  J.  and  Rachael  (Wescott)  Miller. 
Their  children  are:  Emma  Wescott,  the  wife  of  A. 

W.  Porter;  Rachael  Catharine,  the  wife  of  F.  D. 
Palmer;  John  W.,  who  married  Ellen  D.  Dunlap; 
Lucy  Roberts,  the  wife  of  LeRoy  Canfield ; and  Eu- 
gene M.,  at  home.  Mr.  Gaillard  belongs  to  the  Elks 
Club  and  to  the  Germania  Club  of  Jacksonville.  His 
business  and  political  activities  have  kept  him  prom- 
inently before  the  public  for  many  years  and  the  rec- 
ord which  he  has  made  in  both  connections  is  a most 
creditable  and  notable  one,  winning  for  him  the  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact. 


CHARLES  HENRY  EVANS. 

The  two  agencies  of  newspaper  publication  and 
official  service  have  brought  Charles  Henry  Evans 
into  close  contact  with  Clearwater  and  its  interests, 
for  these  agencies  have  ever  been  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  town  and  its  people.  Mr.  Evans  is  now  widely 
and  favorably  known  as  the  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  Clearwater  News  and  as  mayor  of  the  city.  He 
was  born  at  Chester,  South  Carolina,  March  13,  1872, 
and  his  parents,  E.  M.  and  Mary  Margaret  (Timme) 
Evans,  were  also  natives  of  that  state,  but  are  now 
residents  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  The  Evans  family  is 
a prominent  old  one  of  South  Carolina,  founded  in 
the  United  States  during  colonial  days,  as  was  the 
Timme  family,  which  is  of  French  origin.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  for  four  years  a soldier  in  a 


South  Carolina  regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  E.  M. 
Evans  during  his  active  business  life  was  a printer 
and  publisher,  being  connected  with  the  Chester 
Reporter  for  many  years,  but  at  the  present  time  he 
is  living  retired.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
three  children:  Charles  H.,  John  W.,  of  Atlanta, 

Georgia ; and  Pearl,  the  wife  of  L.  E.  Rogers,  also 
of  Atlanta. 

Charles  H.  Evans  resided  at  the  place  of  his  birth 
until  nine  years  of  age,  when  the  family  removed  to 
Atlanta.  He  was  practically  reared  in  a printing 
office,  for  from  early  youth  his  business  experience 
was  along  that  line.  His  father  was  employed  in  con- 
nection with  the  mechanical  department  of  the  Atlanta 
Constitution,  while  C.  H.  Evans  became  a member  of 
the  reportorial  staff  and  also  served  in  the  mechanical 
department  for  a number  of  years.  Subsequently  he 
conducted  a job  printing  and  publishing  business  in 
Atlanta  in  connection  with  his  father  and  brother, 
but  disposed  of  his  interest  preparatory  to  coming  to 
Florida  about  five  years  ago.  Here  he  accepted  the 
position  of  advertising  manager  of  the  Independent 
of  St.  Petersburg  to  act  in  that  capacity  for  a year. 
Three  years  ago  he  removed  to  Clearwater  and  pur- 
chased the  printing  outfit  of  the  Press  Publishing 
Company  and  established  the  Clearwater  News,  later 
becoming  the  majority  stockholder  in  the  enterprise. 
The  business  was  incorporated,  Mr.  Evans  now  hold- 
ing seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  stock  and  acting  as 
editor  and  manager.  He  began  the  publication  of  the 
paper  in  order  to  create  a sentiment  for  the  division 
of  Hillsboro  county  so  as  to  create  Pinellas  county 
and  make  Clearwater  the  county  seat.  He  was  also 
made  secretary  of  the  Pinellas  County  Club,  an  or- 
ganization having  for  its  object  the  organization  of 
the  new  county.  His  labors  in  that  direction,  as  well 
as  his  efforts  in  the  newspaper  field,  were  directly 
resultant,  his  influence  proving  a potent  force  in  de- 
veloping a desire  for  the  change  whereby  Pinellas 
county  has  been  created. 

,In  politics  Mr.  Evans  has  always  been  a stalwart 
democrat,  earnest  and  zealous  in  the  work  of  the  party. 
He  served  on  the  county  executive  committee  of  dis- 
trict No.  16,  is  chairman  of  the  school  board  of  sub- 
district No.  2,  of  Clearwater,  and  in  1912  he  was 
elected  mayor  on  a progressive  platform  looking  to 
the  improvement  of  the  streets  and  also  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  water  front.  Since  his  election  he 
has  exercised  his  official  prerogatives  in  support  of 
these  measures  and  the  improvements  are  now  well 
under  way,  a bond  issue  of  forty  thousand  dollars 
making  the  step  possible.  For  several  years  before 
coming  to  Florida  Mr.  Evans  was  a member  of  the 
democratic  executive  committee  of  Atlanta  from  the 
seventh  ward.  He  has  always  believed  it  to  be  the 
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duty  as  well  as  the  privilege  of  every  true  American 
citizen  to  exercise  his  right  of  franchise  and  to  this 
end  has  so  directed  his  labors  that  public  progress  has 
been  greatly  promoted  through  his  cooperation. 

Mr.  Evans  has  been  married  twice.  In  1896  he 
wedded  Miss  Willie  Emma  Hudson,  a daughter  of 
J.  I.  Hudson,  owner  of  an  extensive  plantation  in 
Sumter  county,  Georgia.  She  died  August  22,  1908, 
and  Hattie,  the  second  of  her  four  children,  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  The  other  three 
daughters,  Mary,  Alice  and  Ruth,  are  yet  living.  On 
the  25th  of  November,  1908,  Mr.  Evans  was  married 
to  Odessa  (Fields)  Herman,  a widow  and  the  oldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Fields,  of  Arneri- 
cus,  Georgia.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three 
children:  Charles  Henry,  and  John  Edward  and 

Grace,  who  are  twins. 

Mr.  Evans  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  steward, 
and  his  life  is  in  consistent  harmony  with  his  profes- 
sions. He  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  has  been  past  sachem  in  the  local  order 
of  Red  Men.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Clearwater  Yacht 
Club  and  is  a member  of  the  executive  committee  and 
treasurer  of  the  Clearwater  Library  Association.  He 
was  also  secretary  of  the  Clearwater  Board  of  Trade 
for  three  years  and  since  its  amalgamation  with  the 
chamber  of  commerce  has  been  a member  of  the  lat- 
ter organization.  He  is  and  has  been  identified  with 
many  lines  of  activity  which  have  been  of  material 
benefit  to  county  and  state,  upholding  the  work  of 
public  progress  through  personal  effort  and  through 
newspaper  publication.  As  mayor  of  the  city  he  has 
made  a most  creditable  record,  giving  to  Clearwater 
a businesslike  administration,  characterized  by  various 
needed  reforms  and  improvements. 


JUDGE  J.  LEE  McCRORY. 

Judge  J.  Lee  McCrory,  now  in  the  fourth  term  of 
his  able  service  as  county  judge  of  Volusia  county, 
was  born  in  Schley  county,  Georgia,  November  5, 
1848,  and  is  a son  of  Sterling  J.  and  Martha  M.  ( Pre- 
vatt)  McCrory,  the  former  an  extensive  cotton  planter. 

Judge  McCrory  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  section  and  after- 
ward read  law  in  Americus,  Georgia,  where  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  in  December,  1872.  He  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Ellaville  and  was  for 
ten  years  thereafter  in  Macon  county,  Georgia,  com- 
ing at  the  end  of  that  time  to  New  Smyrna,  Florida, 
where  he  turned  his  attention  to  business  pursuits, 
conducting  a mercantile  enterprise  from  1888  to  1895. 


However,  during  this  time  he  acted  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  had  begun  his  public  career  as  the  first 
county  solicitor  of  Macon  county,  Georgia.  He  after- 
ward abandoned  his  connection  with  the  mercantile 
line  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  gaining  recog- 
nition as  a strong  and  able  attorney,  whose  knowledge 
of  legal  principles  was  comprehensive  and  exact  and 
who  possessed,  moreover,  the  ability  and  personality 
necessary  to  make  his  knowledge  effective.  His  work 
received  public  recognition  in  1900,  when  he  was 
elected  county  judge  of  Volusia  county,  Florida,  taking 
office  in  1901.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  con- 
tinuously reelected,  the  first  three  times  without  oppo- 
sition and  at  the  last  election  by  a majority  of  five 
hundred  votes.  His  service  has  been  distinguished 
by  a dignity,  impartiality  and  true:  sense  of  justice 
which  makes  him  an  honor  to  the  county  bench,  and 
the  work  he  has  accomplished  is  destined  to  form  a 
part  of  the  judicial  history  of  this  section  of  Florida. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1873,  Judge  McCrory  married 
Miss  Janie  C.  Cleghorn,  of  Schley  county,  Georgia, 
a daughter  of  Rev.  W.  C.  E.  Cleghorn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McCrory  have  reared  five  children,  not  their  own, 
all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

Judge  McCrory  is  well  known  in  religious  circles 
of  De  Land,  being  a prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  South,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  a steward  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
He  was  at  one  time  connected  with  the  New  Smyrna 
Bridge  & Investment  Company  as  secretary  and  is  cap- 
able and  far-sighted  in  the  management  of  his  business 
interests.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a stal- 
wart champion,  for  from  1897  to  1901  he  served  on  the 
board  of  public  instruction  of  Volusia  county,  and  he 
still  continues  active  in  this  line  of  work,  being  at 
present  trustee  of  the  De  Land  public  schools.  His 
activities  in  various  fields  have  proven  of  great  bene- 
fit to  the  community  at  large  and  he  stands  today 
among  the  most  honored  and  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  Volusia  county. 


JAMES  W.  INGRAM. 

Prominent  among  the  energetic,  enterprising  and 
successful  business  men  of  Jacksonville  is  James  W. 
Ingram,  one  of  the  organizers  and  partners  of  the 
Ingram-Graham-Grant  Electric  Company.  He  was 
born  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  June  17,  1870,  and  is 
a son  of  James  F.  and  Helen  K.  (Wilmott)  Ingram. 
In  his  youthful  days  he  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Jacksonville,  to  which  city  the  family  removed  in 
1880.  He  started  in  business  life  in  1891  as  book- 
keeper for  the  H.  & W.  N.  Drew  Company,  with 
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whom  he  remained  until  1902.  In  that  year  he  en- 
gaged in  the  electrical  business  with  his  brother,  J. 
George  Ingram,  doing  business  under  the  name  of 
the  Electric  Supply  & Construction  Company.  Their 
association  was  maintained  for  several  years,  when 
they  consolidated  their  interests  with  those  of  the 
Florida  Electrical  Company,  and  in  1910  organized 
the  Ingram-Graham-Grant  Electric  Company,  under 
which  name  they  are  now  operating.  They  are  ex- 
tensive dealers  in  electrical  supplies,  having  built  up 
a large  business. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1895,  Mr.  Ingram  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Anna  B.  Hill,  of  Jacksonville,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Helen.  Aside  from  his  business  Mr. 
Ingram  is  widely  known  because  of  his  active  work 
in  the  Elks  lodge.  He  was  exalted  ruler  in  1912  and 
1913  and  under  his  administration  the  membership 
increased  nearly  thirty  per  cent.  His  labors  have 
been  very  effective  for  the  improvement  and  upbuild- 
ing of  the  organization,  and  he  is  well  known  as  a 
prominent  Mason,  having  taken  the  degrees  in  the 
various  Masonic  bodies  and  serving  as  representative 
to  the  Imperial  Council  of  the  Shrine  held  in  Roches- 
ter, New  York,  in  1911.  He  is  likewise  a member  of 
several  local  clubs.  Active  in  political  circles,  he 
served  for  two  terms,  or  from  1902  until  1906,  in 
the  city  council,  and  was  also  appointed,  in  1905,  as 
city  license  inspector,  which  position  he  has  since 
filled.  His  various  interests  have  made  him  widely 
known  and  in  all  the  different  organizations  he  has 
a host  of  warm  friends. 


CAPTAIN  JAY  LUCIEN  WATROUS. 

Captain  Jay  Lucien  Watrous,  manager  of  the  James 
A.  Waddell  estate  and  owner  of  the  Key  West  Morn- 
ing Journal,  was  born  at  Mount  Sterling,  Kentucky,  on 
the  23d  of  June,  1845.  He  is  a son  of  Dr.  Warren  P. 
and  Eunice  Caulkins  (Lewis)  Watrous,  the  former  a 
physician  by  profession,  who  was  born  at  Chester, 
Connecticut,  in  1803,  and  who  died  in  Mount  Sterling, 
Kentucky,  July  9,  1854,  passing  away  of  cholera  in 
the  great  epidemic  of  that  period.  The  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  review  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
Ohio,  a daughter  of  David  Lewis,  Jr.,  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  in  that  section,  whose  oldest  son, 
Joseph  Constant  Lewis,  born  in  1806,  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  that  county.  When  David  Lewis, 
Jr.,  located  there  the  Indians  were  yet  very  plentiful 
in  that  section  and  the  life  of  the  white  settler  was 
in  constant  danger  from  that  source.  Fie  built  a 
blockhouse  out  of  black  walnut  and  wild  cherry  logs 
and  in  it  resided  for  many  years.  It  is  related  of 


him  that  he  once  made  a trip  to  Chillicothe,  eighty 
miles  distant,  and  there  paid  five  dollars  for  a bushel 
of  salt,  which  he  carried  every  step  of  the  way  to  his 
home  in  Delaware  county.  In  Connecticut  he  mar- 
ried Almira  Caulkins,  their  marriage  occurring  before 
the  removal  to  Ohio  in  1803.  Seventy  years  later, 
or  in  1873,  Mrs.  Almira  Caulkins  Lewis,  then  past 
ninety  years  of  age,  paid  a visit  to  the  state  of  her 
birth — Connecticut.  At  the  time  of  her  death  she  had 
passed  her  ninety-seventh  year.  The  Watrous  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  oldest  in  America  and  its  ancestry 
can  be  traced  back  to  Revolutionary  times,  when  the 
great-grandfather  of  Captain  Watrous  was  a sur- 
geon in  a Massachusetts  regiment  of  the  Continental 
army.  His  descendants  became  prominent  in  New 
England  and  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of  a number 
of  well  known  men,  Dr.  Warren  P.  Watrous  having 
been  an  intimate  friend  of  Henry  Clay. 

In  his  native  community  Captain  J.  L.  Watrous 
spent  his  childhood,  acquiring  his  early  education  in 
the  Highland  Academy  and  later  entering  Kenyon 
College  in  Gambier,  Ohio,  which  he  attended  until  he 
laid  aside  his  books.  From  1868  until  1880  he  man- 
aged a farm  which  was  part  of  his  father’s  estate  in 
Delaware  county,  Ohio.  He  afterward  resided  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Nebraska,  where  he  held  the  office 
of  state  grain  inspector,  with  headquarters  at  Omaha. 
His  residence  in  Key  West  dates  from  1894,  in  which 
year  he  came  to  this  city  in  search  of  health.  Almost 
immediately  afterward  he  made  a contract  with  Henry 
M.  Flagler,  who  was  then  building  his  railroad  from 
Palm  Beach  to  Miami,  to  operate  a steamboat  between 
the  latter  city  and  Key  West.  This  arrangement 
completed,  Captain  Watrous  proceeded  to  New  York, 
where  he  purchased  the  steamer  City  of  Haverhill, 
his  brother,  Captain  Warren  P.  Watrous,  his  son, 
Warren  P.  Watrous,  and  about  a dozen  others  mak- 
ing up  her  crew.  They  undertook  to  bring  the  steamer 
from  New  York  to  the  waters  of  southern  Florida, 
but  off  Barnegat  Lighthouse  on  the  New  Jersey  coast 
the  City  of  Haverhill  foundered  and  all  on  board 
were  lost.  For  several  years  after  this  Captain  Wat- 
rous owned  a line  of  schooners  plying  in  the  waters 
adjacent  to  Florida,  chiefly  between  Key  West  and 
Punta  Gorda,  his  vessels  being  named  the  Gertrude, 
the  Silver  Spray  and  the  Sophia  Behrman.  During 
the  period  of  his  identification  with  this  line  of  work 
Captain  Watrous  commanded  his  schooners,  thus  win- 
ning the  title  by  which  he  is  known  today.  Eventually, 
however,  he  turned  his  attention  from  freight  and 
passenger  navigation  and  for  some  time  prior  to  the 
death  of  James  A.  Waddell  in  1904  was  intimately 
associated  with  him  in  the  management  of  his  exten- 
sive property  in  Key  West.  In  addition  to  his  work 
as  manager  of  this  estate  he  is  also  active  in  the  field 
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of  journalism,  owning  the  Key  West  Morning  Jour- 
nal, which  he  has  made  an  excellent  publication  in 
every  respect,  having  secured  a large  circulation, 
which  makes  the  paper  valuable  as  an  advertising 
medium. 

Captain  Watrous  has  been  twice  married.  In  1898 
he  wedded  his  present  wife,  who  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Harriet  Matthews,  and  their  only  child, 
Warren  J.,  is  now  twelve  years  of  age.  Captain  Wat- 
rous is  a thirtieth  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  he 
is  connected  also  with  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 


BARTOLO  GENOV AR. 

It  is  to  men  of  the  type  and  character  of  Bartolo 
Genovar  that  the  state  of  Florida  is  indebted  for  the 
development  of  its  rich  resources,  which  lay  dormant 
for  many  years  before  their  value  was  recognized.  A 
lifelong  resident  and  a native  of  St.  Augustine,  Mr. 
Genovar  is  a scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  distinguished 
Spanish  families,  the  history  of  which  reaches  back  to 
the  days  of  the  Spanish  occupancy  between  1783  and 
1819,  when  the  crown  of  Spain  relinquished  its  right 
in  favor  of  the  vigorously  growing  republic  of  the 
north.  A son  of  one  of  the  wealthy  plantation  owners 
of  the  olden  time,  Mr.  Genovar  has  become  connected 
with  practically  all  the  important  industries  and  lines 
of  development  which  have  made  Florida  one  of  the 
great  states  of  the  Union.  Along  mercantile  lines  he 
has  achieved  success ; as  real-estate  dealer  he  has  con- 
tributed toward  rising  values ; a pioneer  of  phosphate 
mining,  he  has  been  one  of  those  to  call  attention  to  the 
importance  of  this  undertaking;  a founder  of  towns 
and  districts,  an  orange  grower  and  an  officer  of  vari- 
ous banks,  his  career  has  touched  upon  practically  all 
lines  of  activity  which  are  the  foundation  of  the  wealth 
of  the  state. 

Bartolo  Genovar  was  born  in  the  old  city  of  St.  Au- 
gustine, the  first  to  be  founded  on  the  American  conti- 
nent when  it  was  settled  by  Menendez  in  1565,  on  the 
8th  of  December,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  Frank  and 
Anita  (Lopez)  Genovar,  also  natives  of  St.  Augustine. 
Their  parents  had  made  settlement  here  during  the 
Spanish  occupancy  and  ever  since  the  family  has  been 
accounted  as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  state. 
Frank  Genovar  was  one  of  the  two  largest  plantation 
owners  in  his  days.  Many  were  his  slaves  and  upon 
his  extensive  property  he  held  sway  like  a prince  reign- 
ing over  his  territories.  On  account  of  difficult  trans- 
portation, prices  for  goods  which  had  to  be  brought 
here  from  Charleston  were  high  and  not  many  were 
the  conveniences  enjoyed  in  those  days  of  old.  Gradu- 
ally, as  more  and  more  transportation  facilities  were 


established  with  outlying  centers,  things  became  mod- 
ern and  our  subject  well  remembers  all  the  changes 
that  took  place  with  the  coming  of  the  new  era.  Game 
was  still  plentiful  in  these  parts  at  the  early  times  and 
often  brought  variety  to  the  table.  Things  worn,  in 
fact  all  clothing,  was  made  in  the  neighborhood  and 
naturally  was  not  of  the  latest  pattern.  Produce  was 
cheap,  as  all  things  that  grew  were  plentiful  and  there 
were  practically  no  means  of  disposing  of  them.  Those 
were  the  days  of  simplicity,  but  not  of  want,  not  of 
poverty — a life  free  from  the  cares  of  the  complex 
problems  which  we  now  have  to  face.  The  father 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifty-four,  when  his  son 
Bartolo  was  only  nine  years  old,  and  the  mother  reached 
the  Biblical  age  of  three  score  and  ten.  Of  their  nine 
children,  two  died  in  early  life.  Of  the  others,  Rufnia 
is  the  eldest  and  makes  her  home  at  St.  Augustine, 
having  married  Philip  Capo,  deceased.  William  Gen- 
ovar, the  second  of  the  family,  lives  retired.  He  as- 
sisted for  many  years  in  his  brother’s  grocery  business 
and  also  operated  a plantation.  During  all  of  the 
Civil  war  he  served  with  valor  and  distinction,  endur- 
ing numerous  hardships  in  the  cause  for  which  he 
stood,  including  imprisonment  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio. 
He  was  a member  of  Company  B of  the  Third  Florida 
Volunteers.  Frank,  who  now  resides  at  Tampa,  as  a 
young  boy  went  to  Cuba,  where  he  spent  a number 
of  years.  Mary  Pacetti  passed  away  in  St.  Augustine 
in  1911.  The  fifth  in  the  family  is  Bartolo  Genovar. 
Nestor  died  in  1910,  in  St.  Augustine.  Dora  is  the 
wife  of  Domingo  Usina,  and  they  are  residents  of  St. 
Augustine. 

Bartolo  Genovar  grew  up  on  the  large  estate  of  his 
father  and  there  received  instruction  to  prepare  him 
for  life’s  battle.  Having  grown  to  manhood,  he  and 
his  oldest  brother  operated  the  plantation  for  a num- 
ber of  years;  but  previously,  in  1861,  at  the  first  call 
for  troops,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Third  Florida 
Volunteers,  and  served  in  the  Western  Army  to  further 
the  cause  of  the  south.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  held 
for  six  months.  He  was  discharged  at  Knoxville  on 
account  of  ill  health.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  employed  on  a steamboat  for  about  one  year  on 
the  St.  Johns  river  and  in  1866  took  a step  in  his  career 
diverging  from  his  former  occupation  by  engaging  in 
the  grocery  and  general  merchandise  business  and  was 
successful  in  this  line  from  the  start.  He  gave  to  the 
expansion  of  the  enterprise  his  young  energy  and  his 
full  attention  and  as  the  years  passed  the  business  be- 
came an  important  establishment  in  the  city.  In  1873 
he  established  a line  of  sailing  vessels  between  New 
York,  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  which 
gave  to  the  old  city  a new  life,  which  was  followed  by 
the  railroad.  As  means  accrued  from  his  undertak- 
ings he  interested  himself  in  real  estate  and  became 
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successful  as  a dealer  along  this  line,  enlivening  the 
market  to  such  an  extent  that  he  may  be  classed  as 
one  of  the  first  to  have  become  active  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  town.  As  his  experience  grew  he  turned  his 
attention  to  other  fields  which  promised  reward  and 
became  interested  in  the  phosphate  mining  industry 
at  Fort  Meade,  Florida,  for  a time,  his  efforts  along 
this  line  being  rewarded  with  gratifying  results.  Fie 
also  had  invested  money  in  an  orange  grove  and  at 
one  time  owned  the  largest  grove  in  this  section,  suffer- 
ing, however,  heavy  damage  on  account  of  the  freeze 
of  1895,  and  subsequently  disposed  of  this  interest. 
His  grocery  establishment  he  disposed  of  about  eigh- 
teen years  ago,  making  at  that  time  plans  for  an  under- 
taking of  truly  grandiose  scope — the  founding  of  the 
town  of  Elkton,  which  name  he  gave  it.  It  seemed 
that  everything  he  touched  could  but  grow  into  a sub- 
stantial success  and  his  failures  were  far  between.  At 
cne  time  he  also  was  extensively  engaged  in  potato 
culture  and  has  been  instrumental  in  making  this  in- 
dustry one  of  the  most  important  of  the  state  by  calling 
attention  to  the  suitability  of  the  soil  to  this  vegetable. 
At  present  he  is  largely  interested  in  the  pecan  industry 
— that  industry  which  of  late  has  been  one  of  the  chief 
means  of  bringing  the  prosperity  of  the  state  to  the 
highest  point.  He  owns  a large  orchard  at  Bayard, 
in  Duval  county,  which  place  he  also  had  the  honor  to 
name.  The  large  income  which  his  able  efforts  have 
brought  him  he  has  used  for  extensive  investments  in 
property  in  his  native  city,  proving  thereby  the 
steadfast  faith  he  has  in  the  growth  of  St.  Augustine 
and  its  steadily  growing  prosperity.  He  is  closely  con- 
nected with  financial  circles  of  the  city  as  vice  president 
of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  St.  Augustine,  being  an 
organizer  of  this  institution,  in  the  policies  of  which 
he  takes  a vital  interest,  directing  the  same  often  by 
advice  and  experience.  He  is  also  a heavy  stockholder 
in  the  Central  Investment  Company  of  Jacksonville, 
this  state. 

In  1872  Mr.  Genovar  married  Miss  Louise  Gomez,  a 
native  daughter  of  St.  Augustine,  born  in  1851.  Her 
parents  were  Philip  and  Mary  Gomez,  both  of  dis- 
tinguished old  Spanish  families  and  both  natives  of 
that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Genovar  are  parents  of  four 
children:  Beatrice;  May;  Lois;  and  Willard  Philip, 

who  practices  as  a dentist  in  St.  Augustine  and  is  inter- 
ested with  his  father  in  the  pecan  industry.  The  family 
residence,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
city,  is  at  No.  20  Bay  street  and  there  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Genovar  extend  that  warm-hearted  hospitality  which 
is  only  found  in  the  southland. 

Mr.  Genovar  has  been  reared  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  and  has  been  devoted  to  this  church  all  through 
his  life.  His  political  views  harmonize  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  democratic  party,  for  which  he  has  ever 


stood  and,  although  he  always  declined  to  accept  such 
positions  as  loom  large  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  he 
showed  his  deep  interest  in  the  political  organization, 
to  which  he  gives  allegiance,  by  serving  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  an  office  which 
he  held  since  reconstruction  days,  and  for  twenty-five 
years  he  was  chairman  of  this  board.  Shortly  before 
his  retirement  from  the  board  the  following  letter  was 
received  by  Mr.  Genovar,  which  speaks  for  itself : 

“December  10th,  1912. 

“Hon.  B.  Genovar, 

“St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

“My  Dear  Sir : 

“I  note  you  are  about  to  lay  aside  the  cares  and  wor- 
ries of  official  life,  after  more  than  thirty  years  of 
continuous,  faithful  service.  I regret  very  much  that 
it  is  so.  So  far  as  I know,  you  are  the  oldest  county 
commissioner,  in  point  of  service,  within  the  history 
of  the  state.  Since  1904  it  has  been  a part  of  my  duties 
to  examine  the  records  of  the  several  counties  of  this 
state  and  during  this  time  I have  made  examinations  in 
every  county,  including  St.  John. 

“I  want  to  say  to  you  personally,  that  in  no  county 
have  I found  an  official  more  zealous  in  the  discharge 
of  his  full  duties ; none  with  a higher  regard  for  his 
oath  of  office  and  none  with  the  welfare  of  his  con- 
stituency nearer  his  heart.  Your  record  is  one  to  be 
proud  of. 

“If  in  these  many  years  of  distinguished  service  you 
have  made  any  mistakes,  ‘they  have  been  of  the  head 
and  not  the  heart.’ 

“I  most  heartily  commend  you  for  the  good  example 
you  have  set  officers — it  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 

“The  country  needs  the  service  of  such  men  as  you 
in  her  councils. 

“May  a long,  happy  and  prosperous  life  be  meted  out 
to  you,  is  my  sincere  good  wish. 

“Yours  very  respectfully, 

“Ernest  Amos,  State  Auditor.” 

When  Mr.  Genovar  retired  from  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  he  was  presented  with  a beautiful  watch 
by  Chairman,  County  Commissioners,  L.  I.  Moody, 
County  Judge  M.  R.  Cooper,  Circuit  Court  Clerk  YV. 
W.  Snow,  County  Treasurer  C.  O.  Pomar,  State  Sena- 
tor Lewis  W.  Zim,  Sheriff  C.  G.  Perry,  City  Tax  Col- 
lector Joseph  T.  Pacetti,  County  School  Superintendent 
W.  S.  M.  Pinkham,  Judge  C.  E.  Mackey,  County  As- 
sessor C.  D.  Manucy,  County  Tax  Collector  H.  H. 
Floyd,  Member  of  Legislature  Gen.  W.  A.  McWil- 
liams and  Member  of  Legislature  E.  A.  Wilson,  as  a 
token  of  their  esteem  and  regard. 

Although  such  distinguished  offices  as  that  of  mayor, 
legislator  and  state  treasurer  have  been  offered  him  in 


254 


FLORIDA 


nomination,  Mr.  Genovar  has  refused  acceptance,  pre- 
ferring to  give  no  less  vital  or  important  service  in  a 
less  conspicuous,  if  private,  capacity.  If  to  anyone  is 
justly  given  the  title  of  empire  builder,  it  is  due  to  Bar- 
tolo  Genovar,  one  of  the  citizens  whom  St.  Augustine 
is  proud  to  call  her  son,  who  has  wisely  discharged  his 
obligations  and  in  making  his  own  success  has  brought 
about  advancement  and  development  which  extend 
far  over  the  confines  of  St.  Augustine. 


JOHN  W.  GRAHAM. 

One  of  the  active,  progressive  and  enterprising 
young  business  men  of  Miami  is  John  W.  Graham, 
local  manager  for  Chase  & Company,  of  Jacksonville, 
packers  and  shippers  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  Since 
beginning  his  active  career  he  has  been  connected  with 
this  concern  and  through  successive  stages  of  progress 
and  advancement  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  an 
important  position,  being  now  one  of  their  most  able 
and  trustworthy  representatives.  He  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  January  31,  1885,  but  has 
lived  in  Miami  since  his  childhood,  his  father,  Walter 
Sumner  Graham,  having  been  one  of  the  earliest 
residents  in  the  city.  He  came  to  Miami  before  the 
railroad  was  completed  to  this  point  and  here  identified 
himself  with  practically  every  phase  of  community 
life,  accomplishing  lasting,  beneficial  and  far-reaching 
work,  which  entitles  him  to  a high  place  among  the 
real  builders  of  the  city.  He  was  a lawyer  by  pro- 
fession and  conducted  an  extensive  general  practice, 
identifying  himself  also  with  journalistic  interests  as 
founder  and  publisher  of  the  Metropolis,  Miami’s 
present  evening  paper.  In  addition  he  is  known  as 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Robbins  & Graham  addi- 
tion to  the  city  and  in  short  was  prominent  in  the  sup- 
port of  all  movements  and  projects  effecting  the  growth 
and  development  of  Miami.  Before  coming  to  the 
city  he  had  resided  in  Florida  for  some  time,  locating 
first  in  Orlando,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
and  founded  the  Orlando  Record.  In  1886  he  re- 
moved to  Titusville,  practicing  law  and  identifying 
himself  with  journalistic  interests  as  the  founder  of 
the  East  Coast  Advocate.  In  all  Walter  S.  Graham 
established  three  of  Florida’s  large  journals,  all  of 
which  are  in  existence  today  and  in  a prosperous  and 
flourishing  condition.  He  died  June  19,  1910.  His 
wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Marion  Wad- 
dell, survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Miami. 

John  W.  Graham  was  eight  months  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Florida  in  the  fall  of  1885. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Titusville  and  Miami  and  later  attended  the  University 


of  Florida  at  Lake  City.  He  afterward  completed  a 
course  in  Massey’s  Business  College  at  Columbus, 
Georgia,  where  he  studied  bookkeeping  and  stenog- 
raphy, and  in  1902  he  entered  the  employ  of  Chase 
& Company,  large  packers  and  shippers  of  Florida’s 
fruits  and  vegetables,  with  offices  at  Jacksonville. 
He  began  as  stenographer  and  has  steadily  and  rapidly 
advanced,  being  today  one  of  the  prominent  repre- 
sentatives of  this  concern.  In  1906  he  was  sent  to 
Miami  as  manager  of  their  packing  and  shipping 
house  here  and  in  this  connection  has  clearly  evidenced 
his  splendid  business  and  executive  ability  by  the 
excellent  results  which  have  attended  his  labors. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1908,  Mr.  Graham  married 
Miss  Anna  D.  Zelley,  a member  of  an  old  Philadelphia 
Quaker  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  reside  in 
an  attractive  home  in  North  Miami,  on  Biscayne  drive, 
and  are  well  and  favorably  known  in  social  circles  of 
the  city.  Fraternally  Mr.  Graham  is  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
he  is  also  a member  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  serving  on  the  city  council 
of  North  Miami  and  in  this  connection,  as  in  his  busi- 
ness affairs,  has  done  excellent  and  far-sighted  work, 
which  makes  his  record  a credit  to  a name  that  has 
long  been  an  honored  one  in  this  community. 


CASPAR  HEFTY. 

Founder  and  principal  owner  of  the  large  printing 
establishment  known  as  the  Hefty  Press  in  Miami, 
Caspar  Hefty  was  born  in  Troy,  Illinois,  July  27, 
1878,  a son  of  John  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Story) 
Hefty.  The  father  was  for  many  years  a well  known 
fresco  painter  in  the  middle  west  but  is  now  deceased. 
His  widow  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Dade 
county,  Florida. 

Caspar  Hefty  moved  from  Illinois  to  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  with  his  parents  when  he  was  ten  years  of 
age  and  there  spent  his  childhood,  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation in  the  city  schools.  He  learned  the  printer’s 
trade  and  followed  it  in  Indiana  for  a number  of  years, 
coming  to  Miami  in  1901.  For  a time  he  acted  as 
superintendent  of  the  mechanical  department  of  the 
Miami  Metropolis,  the  city’s  evening  paper,  but,  see- 
ing better  opportunities  for  advancement  in  independ- 
ent work,  established  in  1911  the  Hefty  Press  and 
today  controls  one  of  the  largest  printing  concerns  in 
Miami  and  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  printing  es- 
tablishments in  the  state  outside  of  Jacksonville  and 
Tampa.  He  employs  a large  force  of  men  constantly 
and  the  press  is  operated  day  and  night  in  order  to 
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fill  the  orders  for  the  fine  commercial  work  and  blank 
books  of  which  Mr.  Hefty  makes  a specialty. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1906,  Mr.  Hefty  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Isabel  Lee,  of  Miami,  and 
they  have  two  sons,  Caspar,  Jr.,  and  Alvah  Lee,  aged 
respectively  five  and  three  years. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hefty  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic order  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  demo- 
cratic party.  In  1911  he  was  elected  to  the  Miami 
city  council  for  a term  of  four  years  and  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  sanitation,  city  hospitals  and 
cemeteries  is  doing  far-reaching  and  constructive  work 
in  the  general  interests  of  the  community.  He  is 
one  of  the  active  and  public-spirited  young  men  of 
Miami — a force  in  its  business  expansion  and  an  ele- 
ment in  its  political  advancement — and  the  success 
which  he  has  already  attained  is  a pleasant  prophecy 
of  his  continued  progress. 


LEWIS  THURSTON  GREGORY. 

When  the  city  of  Quincy,  Florida,  was  but  an 
Indian  village  the  Gregory  family  was  there  estab- 
lished. From  that  time  forward  they  took  an  active 
part  in  the  substantial  development  and  improvement 
of  Gadsden  county  and  some  of  the  family  are  still 
residents  there.  It  was  at  Quincy  that  Lewis  Thurs- 
ton Gregory  was  born  on  the  10th  of  March,  1859, 
his  parents  being  Lewis  B.  and  Margaret  Rebecca 
(Chandler)  Gregory,  the  former  a native  of  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  and  the  latter  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  The  father,  who  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers O'f  Gadsden  county,  Florida,  accompanied  his 
father,  Jesse  Gregory,  to  that  district  when  Quincy 
was  the  home  of  many  Indians.  There  were  but 
three  white  settlers  there  at  the  time — Judge  P.  W. 
White,  who  is  still  residing  there  at  the  age  of  nearly 
one  hundred  years,  the  Nathan  family  and  Judge 
Dupont.  The  Gregory  family  entered  claims  and  con- 
tinued to  purchase  land  until  they  were  among  the 
largest  landowners  of  the  state.  Farming  interests 
were  carried  on  there  by  the  family  on  an  extensive 
scale  for  many  years  and  their  efforts  were  a most 
important  element  in  the  substantial  improvement 
and  progress  of  that  locality.  The  father  passed  away 
in  February,  1911,  having  for  many  years  survived 
his  wife.  Of  their  large  family  four  sons  and  a 
daughter  are  yet  living:  Jesse  B.,  whose  home  is 
in  Quincy;  Joseph  C.,  of  Jacksonville;  Lewis  Thurs- 
ton and  Albert  S.,  both  of  Jacksonville;  and  Fannie 
C.,  the  widow  of  George  A.  Johnston  of  Jacksonville. 

On  the  old  home  farm  Lewis  T.  Gregory  was 
reared,  while  the  country  schools  afforded  him  his 


educational  privileges.  He  was  a young  man  of 
about  twenty-six  years  when  in  1885  he  came  to 
Jacksonville.  He  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Southern  Express  Company,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  several  years,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with 
that  corporation  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Flor- 
ida Central  & Peninsular  Railroad,  now  the  Seaboard 
Line,  in  the  auditing  department.  His  connection 
with  that  corporation  continued  for  thirteen  years 
and  in  its  service  he  went  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  where 
he  spent  six  years  at  the  head  of  the  auditing  depart- 
ment. He  then  resigned  his  position,  preferring  to 
return  to  his  native  state,  and  at  Jacksonville  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  bookkeeper  with  the  Atlantic 
National  Bank,  with  which  he  continued  until  1906, 
when  he  was  elected  city  comptroller.  This  office  he 
held  until  it  was  abolished  in  1911.  In  that  year  he 
was  elected  city  comptroller,  but  legislative  enactment 
put  an  end  to  the  office  and  he  was  made  city  assessor, 
which  position  he  is  now  filling,  discharging  his  duties 
with  the  utmost  fidelity  and  ability,  so  that  his  record 
is  entirely  satisfactory  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Let- 
tie  O.  Whistler,  of  Jacksonville,  a daughter  of  the 
late  W.  H.  Whistler,  a pioneer  of  this  city.  They 
have  two  sons  and  a daughter:  Thurston  L.,  Jr.,  of 
Clearwater,  Florida,  who  is  manager  of  the  abstract 
company  of  that  place;  William  S.,  who  is  in  his 
father’s  office;  and  a daughter,  Helen  M.,  who  is 
studying  in  Florida  State  College  of  Tallahassee. 
Mr.  Gregory  is  a member  of  the  Elks  Lodge,  No. 
221;  the  Woodmen  of  the  World;  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose;  the  Fraternal  Union  of  America;  and  the 
Germania  Club.  With  the  exception  of  a brief  period 
spent  in  Virginia  he  has  been  a lifelong  resident  of 
Florida  and  has  made  an  excellent  record  in  all  his 
business  and  official  connections,  thereby  gaining  the 
good-will  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  B.  MOORE. 

William  B.  Moore,  now  serving  in  a capable  and 
progressive  way  as  city  clerk  of  Miami,  was  born  in 
Hagood,  South  Carolina,  May  13,  1869.  He  is  a son 
of  Dr.  Richard  M.  Moore,  physician  and  surgeon, 
also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  who  followed  his 
profession  in  that  state  all  during  his  life.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  in  her  maidenhood  Mary  Frances 
Ballard,  a representative  of  an  old  South  Carolina 
family.  Both  parents  have  passed  away. 

William  B.  Moore  was  reared  in  his  native  state 
and  after  acquiring  an  excellent  education  in  its  pub- 
lic schools  engaged  for  some  time  in  teaching.  He 
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came  to  Florida  in  1894  and  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Marion  county  for  some  time,  later  return- 
ing to  South  Carolina.  From  that  state  he  enlisted 
for  the  Spanish-American  war  and  was  sent  to  the 
front  as  quartermaster  sergeant  in  the  First  South 
Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry.  With  a creditable  mil- 
itary record  he  returned  from  Chattanooga  and  Jack- 
sonville. In  1902  he  came  to  Miami,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  For  six  years  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Ice  Company  but  gave  up 
his  connection  with  business  affairs  in  order  to  enter 
public  life.  He  was  elected  in  1909  a member  of  the 
Miami  city  council  and  after  serving  two  years  re- 
signed in  order  to  become  city  clerk,  an  office  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  1911.  In  the  discharge  of  his  im- 
portant duties  he  has  proved  himself  capable,  trust- 
worthy and  reliable  and  has  identified  himself  with 
much  constructive  work,  standing  today  high  on  the 
list  of  the  city's  public-spirited  and  able  officials. 

Mr.  Moore  married,  April  22,  1907,  Miss  Pearl  C. 
Gardner,  a resident  of  Miami  but  a native  of  Arkansas. 
Mrs.  Moore  was  reared  and  educated  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  Fraternally  Mr.  Moore  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a demo- 
crat, and  his  social,  business  and  political  prominence 
places  him  in  a high  position  among  Miami’s  valued 
and  representative  citizens. 


EDMOND  HALL  HART. 

The  life  work  of  the  late  Edmond  Hall  Hart  along 
agricultural  lines  has  been  of  far-reaching  effect  upon 
the  development  of  the  Hastings  district.  Coming 
here  in  1867  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  section 
and  became  one  of  the  first  orange  growers  thereof. 
By  study  and  experience  he  became  a foremost  author- 
ity on  the  subject  of  citrus  fruit  and  ably  wielded  his 
pen,  perhaps  doing  more  than  any  other  citizen  to  make 
propaganda  for  this  region  as  a district  suitable  for 
sub-tropical  plants  and  fruits.  Mr.  Hart  was  a native 
of  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  where  he  was  born 
December  26,  1839,  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Nichols)  Hart,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut 
and  a son  of  the  Rev.  Seth  Hart,  and  the  latter  a native 
of  Long  Island,  New  York,  where  she  was  born  on  the 
old  Nichols  homestead.  The  parents  spent  most  of 
their  lives  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  where  the 
father  was  a farmer  and  fruit  grower,  deeply  interested 
in  his  occupation  to  which  he  gave  all  of  his  attention. 

Edmond  Hall  Hart  was  the  second  child  and  the  el- 
dest son  in  a family  of  seven  children  consisting  of  four 


sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof,  attending  the  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood in  the  acquirement  of  his  early  education  which 
was  later  supplemented  by  a course  of  study  in  the 
academy  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  Until  his  ma- 
jority he  remained  with  his  parents  but  in  1867  came  to 
Florida.  Here  he  engaged  in  orange  growing  at  Fed- 
eral Point,  where  he  acquired  by  purchase  about  forty 
acres  of  land,  twenty-five  acres  of  which  he  prepared 
for  cultivation  and  developed  to  a high  state  of  pro- 
ductivity. This  land  is  located  on  the  St.  Johns  river. 
After  having  given  careful  attention  to  his  grove  for 
three  years  it  was,  in  1870,  destroyed  by  a freeze  and 
he  was  forced  to  start  all  over  again.  From  that  time 
until  his  death  he  gave  his  careful  attention  to  the 
development  of  his  property,  which  has  become  one  of 
the  finest  orange  farms  in  the  district,  and  as  his  ex- 
perience increased  he  became  an  authority  on  the  sub- 
ject of  citrus  fruits.  The  home  farm  became  known 
all  over  the  country  as  a show  place  for  the  northern 
tourists  who  often  called  here  to  admire  his  groves 
and  his  collection  of  sub-tropical  flowers  and  palms. 
He  took  a great  interest  in  the  latter  trees,  securing 
rare  specimens  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  In  fruit 
culture  he  introduced  Hart’s  Late  or  Tardiff  oranges 
and  also  Hart’s  choice  bananas.  However,  he  made 
orange-growing  a specialty.  Being  an  able  writer  he 
contributed  various  articles  on  sub-tropical  fruits  to  a 
number  of  local  publications  and  also  to  the  Florida 
State  Agriculturist.  He  also  wrote  on  this  subject  for 
the  American  Fruit  Culturist,  his  contribution  being 
published  in  1897.  His  whole  life  was  devoted  to 
horticulture  and  he  was  widely  acknowledged  as  one 
of  the  foremost  men  on  the  subject  of  citrus  and  sub- 
tropical fruits.  By  his  incessant  labor  he  had  made 
his  farm  a veritable  paradise. 

In  1870  Mr.  Llart  was  married  to  Miss  Isabelle 
Howland,  a native  of  New  York,  where  she  was  reared 
in  Dutchess  county,  her  parents  being  Darius  and  Mar- 
garet (Cornell)  Howland,  natives  of  the  Empire  state, 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  within  its  borders.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hart  became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Theodora  Howland,  who  resides  with  her  mother; 
Adelia  Elizabeth,  living  in  New  York  city;  Lucy 
Eleanor,  also  at  home;  and  Frances  Amy,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

All  movements  undertaken  for  the  development  and 
advancement  of  agricultural  interests  in  this  section 
found  in  Mr.  Hart  a warm  and  ardent  supporter  and  of 
his  rich  store  of  experience,  which  he  had  gathered  in 
a long  life,  he  gave  freely  to  others  that  he  might  help 
them  to  success.  He  was  highly  honored  and  respected 
wherever  known  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  who  came 
here  after  the  war  and  opened  the  eyes  of  the  world 
to  the  possibilities  of  agricultural  development  in  the 
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south.  Energetic  and  industrious,  he  attained  pros- 
perity by  his  own  efforts  and  he  was  highly  esteemed 
for  the  qualities  of  his  mind  and  character  which  made 
this  success  possible.  His  death  caused  widespread  re- 
gret and  was  in  various  circles  felt  as  a personal  loss, 
as  with  him  passed  away  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
who  had  come  here  shortly  after  the  Civil  war.  His 
widow  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  her  two 
daughters  in  Federal  Point,  where  she  is  well  known 
in  social  circles  and  highly  respected. 


RICHARD  SMITH  HALL. 

The  term  “captain  of  industry”  finds  its  justifica- 
tion in  the  life  record  of  Richard  Smith  Hall,  of 
Ocala,  Florida,  a man  who  by  the  sheer  force  of  his 
will,  his  ability,  his  foresight  and  his  initiative  built 
up  important  enterprises  which  are  cornerstones  upon 
which  the  prosperity  of  the  south  is  largely  reared. 
That  his  qualities  are  of  a character  far  beyond  those 
possessed  by  the  majority  no  one  doubts,  yet  in  man- 
ner Mr.  Hall  never  indicates  that  he  recognizes  or 
knows  aught  of  his  own  superiority.  In  the  face  of 
competition  and  obstacles  which  would  have  discour- 
aged and  disheartened  others,  he  has  pushed  on,  never 
losing  sight  of  his  purpose,  never  forgetting  for  a 
moment  the  goal  before  him,  ever  conscious  that  his 
aim  has  been  justifiable  and  his  course  honorable.  In 
many  ways  has  he  been  connected  with  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  south,  for  he  has  been  one  of  the  foremost 
men  to  develop  the  turpentine  industry,  is  closely 
connected  with  important  financial  institutions  and 
through  his  connection  with  the  hotel  business  has 
been  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  bringing  summer 
guests  to  his  section.  Moreover,  he  is  interested  in 
a number  of  other  enterprises  and  institutions,  his 
various  activities  well  entitling  him  to  be  numbered 
among  the  younger  empire  builders  of  the  south  and 
especially  that  section  of  Florida  of  which  Ocala  is 
the  center. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Wadesboro,  Anson  county, 
North  Carolina,  July  31,  1868,  a son  of  Major  Rob- 
ert T.  and  Eliza  (May)  Hall,  natives  of  South  Caro- 
lina, the  father  of  Fayetteville  and  the  mother  of 
Chesterfield  county.  He  comes  of  greatly  distin- 
guished ancestry  on  both  sides  of  the  family,  the  first 
American  progenitor  on  the  paternal  side  being  Ed- 
ward Hall,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  in  1736  came  to 
Virginia  and  settled  in  Augusta  county.  About  1744 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eleanor  Stuart,  a mem- 
ber of  that  famous  clan  which  has  given  to  the  coun- 
try the  Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart  and  General  J.  E.  B. 
Stuart.  John  Hall,  an  issue  of  this  union,  was  born 


in  Augusta  county,  May  31,  1767.  He  was  a gradu- 
ate of  the  College  of  William  and  Mary  and  studied 
jurisprudence  under  Judge  Archibald  Stuart,  becom- 
ing at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  a resident  of  War- 
renton,  North  Carolina,  where  he  opened  an  office 
and  soon  attained  to  prominence  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most lawyers  of  his  time.  In  1800  he  was  appointed 
a superior  court  judge  and  in  1818  was  honored  by 
being  chosen  to  the  supreme  court.  On  account  of 
failing  health  he  resigned  his  high  position  in  Decem- 
ber, 1832,  and  passed  away  on  January  29th  of  the 
following  year.  His  wife  in  her  maidenhood  was 
Mary  Weldon,  a granddaughter  of  Colonel  Samuel 
Weldon  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  one  of  the  sons 
of  Supreme  Court  Judge  John  Hall  was  Edward 
Hall,  who  sat  upon  the  bench  of  that  high  tribunal  in 
North  Carolina  in  1840,  perpetuating  the  high  tradi- 
tions of  the  family.  Edward  Hall  was  the  youngest 
in  this  family  and  became  subsequently  the  father  of 
Major  Robert  Hall  and  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Hall  traces  his  an- 
cestry back  to  General  Henry  William  Harrington, 
who  located  in  North  Carolina  before  the  Revolution, 
having  left  England  on  account  of  a family  disagree- 
ment. He  was  a younger  son  of  a family  distin- 
guished for  the  services  which  they  rendered  their 
country.  Henry  Harrington  wras  married  to  Rosa 
Auld,  a native  of  the  near  by  county  of  Anson,  North 
Carolina,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  took  sides 
with  the  colonists.  He  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  his  days  in  his  section,  owning  vast  tracts  of 
land  and  many  slaves,  and  the  position  which  he  held 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public  may  be  gleaned  from  the 
fact  that  he  held  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  in 
the  North  Carolina  militia  during  the  Revolutionary 
struggle.  The  issue  of  his  union  with  Rosa  Auld 
consisted  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  his  oldest 
daughter  being  Rosa  Anna  Harrington,  who  in  1801 
married  Robert  Troy,  whose  native  state  presumably 
was  Pennsylvania,  and  they  lived  in  a handsome  resi- 
dence at  Wadesboro  called  “Monte  Calm.”  A 
daughter  of  this  marriage,  Anna  Carolina  Troy,  mar- 
ried William  Weldon  Hall,  of  Warrenton,  North 
Carolina,  a son  of  Judge  Edward  Hall,  and  was  thus 
the  grandmother  of  Richard  S.  Hall,  our  subject. 

A word  about  the  Harrington  family  in  England 
may  be  of  interest,  several  members  of  which  have 
attained  to  distinguished  rank  in  the  mother  country, 
two  being  created  knights,  namely : Lieutenant 

Colonel  Sir  John  Lane  Harrington  and  Sir  Stanley 
Harrington,  both  of  whom  have  been  decorated  by 
the  crown  for  distinguished  service.  There  also  is 
the  earl  of  Harrington,  the  eighth  in  line  of  succes- 
sion, whose  title  goes  back  to  the  year  1730  and  is 
held  at  present  by  Charles  Augustus  Stanhope. 
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Robert  Troy  Hall  was  reared  amid  the  influences 
of  a cultured  home  and  early  showed  preference  for 
a professional  career,  selecting  jurisprudence  as  a 
field  to  which  he  seemed  particularly  inclined.  After 
his  marriage,  however,  he  gave  up  the  practice  of  law 
and  became  a planter,  gradually  acquiring  other  im- 
portant interests  and  being  numbered  among  the 
wealthy  men  of  his  district.  In  the  Civil  war  he 
served  with  the  rank  of  major,  participating  through- 
out the  whole  period  of  the  conflict.  Convinced  of 
the  righteousness  of  his  cause,  he  was  willing  to  make 
the  severest  sacrifices  and  raised  three  companies, 
which  he  placed  at  the  disposition  of  his  government. 
He  was  severely  wounded  in  battle  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  fifteen  years  after  the  termination  of 
hostilities,  was  largely  due  to  his  injury.  He  was 
married  to  Eliza  May,  a scion  of  a prominent  southern 
planter  family,  who  bore  him  eleven  children,  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  five  of  the  former 
and  two  of  the  latter  are  still  living,  three  sons  resid- 
ing in  Florida,  one  in  Georgia  and  one  in  South  Caro- 
line and  one  daughter  making  her  home  in  Florida, 
while  the  other  now  lives  in  Mississippi. 

Richard  S.  Hall  was  the  youngest  son  in  the  fam- 
ily and  the  second  youngest  of  the  children.  He 
was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Anson  county, 
North  Carolina,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  edu- 
cation attended  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  gar- 
nering such  limited  knowledge  as  could  be  obtained 
during  the  reconstruction  period  which  followed  the 
Civil  war.  However,  he  learned  many  valuable  les- 
sons in  the  school  of  experience  and  business,  keeping 
in  close  touch  through  reading  and  observation  with 
the  world’s  work  along  many  lines  and  methods  of 
success.  Living  in  the  turpentine  belt  of  North  Caro- 
lina, he  began  when  old  enough  to  work  in  that  busi- 
ness and  operated  a plant  until  1890,  when  he  removed 
to  Georgia,  where  he  followed  the  same  line,  being 
employed  as  manager  on  turpentine  farms.  His  so- 
journ in  that  state  comprised  four  years  and  in  1894 
he  removed  to  Suwanee  county,  Florida,  making  a 
change  in  1897  for  Marion  county.  Soon  after  com- 
ing to  Florida  he  set  himself  up  in  business  inde- 
pendently and,  branching  out  into  other  lines  besides 
turpentine  interests,  became  successfully  connected 
with  the  naval  store  trade,  being  now  interested  in 
the  largest  individual  store  of  that  kind  in  the  Florida 
turpentine  belt  as  president  of  the  South  Florida 
Naval  Stores  Company,  which  he  organized  in  1905. 
He  also  is  interested  in  the  Barnes  & Jesup  Com- 
pany’s naval  store  at  Jacksonville,  the  Hall  Naval 
Stores  Company,  the  Hall  Lumber  Company,  the 
Marion  Hardware  Company,  the  Hutchinson  Shoe 
Company,  wholesale  dealers  of  shoes  in  Jacksonville, 
the  Covington  Company,  wholesale  dry-goods  mer- 


chants of  Jacksonville,  the  Hillsboro  Flotel  Company, 
the  Ocala  Gas  Company,  while  he  is  also  a director 
in  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Ocala  and  interested  in 
the  Heard  National  Bank  of  Jacksonville.  Of  the 
Marion  Hardware  Company,  above  mentioned,  he 
serves  also  as  president  and  is  president  of  the  Hall 
Lumber  Company,  the  Ansley  Hotel  Company  of  At- 
lanta, Georgia,  and  in  addition  to  all  these  manifold 
interests  owns  vast  tracts  of  turpentine  lands  in 
southern  Florida  and  a large  farm  near  Ocala.  He, 
moreover,  has  built  and  is  the  owner  of  the  well 
known  hotel  famous  as  the  “Harrington  Hall’’  of 
Ocala,  which  was  completed  only  on  January  1,  1913, 
and  is  most  modernly  equipped  and  splendidly  fur- 
nished. It  is  the  finest  building  in  Ocala  and  its 
reservation  for  guests  consists  of  seventy-five  rooms. 
Ocala  has  further  benefited  by  the  activities  of  Mr. 
Flail  through  the  erection  of  a handsome  office  block 
which  is  known  as  the  R.  S.  Hall  office  building  and 
which  is  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  worthy  of  its 
modern  and  progressive  spirit.  Yet  comparatively  a 
young  man,  Mr.  Hall  has  attained  in  his  early  prime 
to  a position  which  might  be  envied  him  by  many  a 
business  veteran.  A business  man  of  the  modern 
type,  shrewd,  able,  progressive  and  straightforward, 
careful  of  his  own  interests,  considerate  of  those  of 
others  and  influenced  at  all  times  by  the  thought  of 
the  broader  efifect  which  his  work  has  upon  the 
growth  of  his  community,  Mr.  Hall  has  always  pur- 
sued a fixed  and  unalterable  purpose  in  and  out  of 
season  and  his  career  is  proof  of  the  fact  that  such 
purpose  is  the  best  motive  power  a man  can  have 
and  that  success  is  but  ambition’s  answer.  Enthu- 
siastic and  aggressive,  he  is  a man  who  does  not  take 
long  in  making  up  his  mind  in  regard  to  a propo- 
sition and  his  connection  with  any  institution  is  soon 
reflected  by  a substantial  growth  of  its  business.  He 
is  willing  to  back  his  own  judgment,  the  wisdom  of 
which  has  been  frequently  shown  in  results,  and  he 
is  one  of  those  enthusiasts  who  is  sure  that  Florida 
is  not  only  deserving  of  all  but  a great  deal  more 
than  what  has  been  claimed  for  it. 

On  November  26,  1896,  Mr.  Hall  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mamie  Williams,  a daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mattie  ( King)  Williams,  of  Walterboro, 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  four  sons: 
Richard  Earl,  Robert,  William  and  Flarrington,  the 
last  of  whom  perpetuating  that  distinguished  name 
so  closely  connected  with  the  history  of  the  Hall 
family  and  in  whose  honor  “Harrington  Hall”  was 
named. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hall  is  a democrat 
and  brings  to  all  public  questions  that  ready  under- 
standing and  interest  which  it  is  a citizen’s  duty  to 
have  in  our  government.  However  he  does  not  care 
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for  office,  and  official  honors  have  never  had  attrac- 
tions for  him.  Although  he  was  reared  in  the  Epis- 
copal church,  he  is  now  a communicant  of  the 
Baptist  faith  and  warmly  supports  the  local  church 
along  moral  and  material  lines.  The  fraternal  spirit  as 
it  should  exist  between  man  and  man  finds  in  him  a 
worthy  exemplar,  his  associations  of  that  kind  being 
extensive  and  comprising  membership  in  the  Masonic 
body,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree of  the  Scottish  Rite,  being  also  a Shriner,  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  The  his- 
tory of  the  career  of  Richard  Smith  Hall  is  a story 
which  from  its  beginning  to  its  final  accomplishments 
should  serve  as  a spur  and  inspiration  to  those  who 
follow  him ; — it  is  a story  of  an  enthusiast  who  car- 
ries all  before  him,  a story  of  an  optimist  who  only 
believes  in  and  sees  the  good  in  man  and  the  success- 
ful end  to  any  thorny  road,  counting  for  naught  pet- 
tiness and  smallness  in  human  nature  and  forgetting 
the  scratches  of  the  thorns  in  the  elation  of  achieve- 
ment. The  lesson  of  the  optimist  and  of  Mr.  Hall's 
career,  however,  does  not  lie  in  the  fact  that  he  has 
built  up  numerous  profitable  enterprises,  that  wealth 
has  come  at  his  bidding;  it  is  not  his  tangible  attain- 
ments, although  they  are  important,  but  the  fact  that 
he  has  struggled  to  success  without  particular  advan- 
tages of  birth  and  that  he  has  attained  success  by 
training  and  employing  those  qualities  of  which 
Americans  are  proud  and  which  excite  American 
admiration. 


PATRICK  J.  McMAHON. 

Throughout  a long,  active  and  upright  life,  de- 
voted since  manhood  to  the  government  service,  Pat- 
rick J.  McMahon  has  commanded  and  retained  the 
respect  and  high  confidence  of  all  who  have  been  as- 
sociated with  him,  each  year  bringing  him  added  dis- 
tinction and  new  honors.  His  labors,  which  have 
embraced  activity  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  have 
of  recent  years  been  centered  in  Key  West,  where  he 
is  recognized  as  an  able  and  successful  government 
official  and  a prominent  and  honored  citizen.  He 
was  born  near  Huntingdon,  Quebec  province,  Can- 
ada, February  2,  1841,  and  is  a son  of  P.  J.  C.  Mc- 
Mahon, a native  of  County  Armagh,  Ireland.  The 
father  was  a teacher  by  profession  and  in  1832 
settled  in  Vermont,  where  he  taught  school  at  Mont- 
pelier, moving  subsequently  to  Canada.  In  St.  Mar- 
tins, in  that  country,  in  1837,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Dowling,  a native  of  Ireland,  of  English  parentage. 
Both  have  passed  away,  the  father  dying  in  1863  and 
the  mother  in  1878. 


Patrick  J.  McMahon  acquired  his  early  education 
under  his  father’s  tutorage,  giving  a great  deal  of 
his  time  to  the  study  of  civil  engineering.  In  1859, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Vermont  Central  Railway  and  in  i860  and  1861  was 
connected  with  the  Boston  & Worcester  Railroad, 
having  charge  of  the  derricks  in  the  granite  bridge 
work  of  that  road.  From  1862  to  1868  he  was  hi 
the  United  States  naval  service  and  his  duties  in 
this  connection  brought  him  to  Key  West  in  June 
of  the  former  year,  the  journey  having  been  made 
on  the  United  States  flagship  San  Jacinto.  After 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  McMahon  was  re- 
tained at  Key  West  and  other  Gulf  ports  for  three 
years,  and  during  that  time  served  as  chief  engineer 
of  the  gunboat  Mahaska.  During  the  yellow  fever 
epidemic  of  1867,  while  stationed  at  New  Orleans, 
his  health  became  impaired  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  was  given  a two  months’  sick  leave  and  on  March 
27,  1868,  received  his  honorable  discharge,  going  north 
immediately  to  recuperate.  From  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1870,  until  the  31st  of  January,  1877,  he  was 
employed  in  the  customhouse  at  New  Orleans  suc- 
cessively as  weigher,  storekeeper  and  inspector  of 
customs.  He  afterward  spent  a short  time  as  special 
engineer  on  the  United  States  revenue  cutter,  the 
John  A.  Dix,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  a new  style  of  sugar  machin- 
ery, placing  it  in  the  plantation  refineries  of  Louisi- 
ana. Between  1887  and  1890  he  made  four  trips  to 
England  in  the  interests  of  a railroad  company  and 
he  spent  altogether  about  twenty  months  abroad, 
visiting  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1889.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  commissioned  by  President  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  as  a commissioner  to  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago  as  an  alternate 
from  Louisiana,  the  principal  delegate  being  Thomas 
J.  Woodward,  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  McMahon  filling 
the  appointment  with  credit  and  success.  He  re- 
signed this  position  on  the  15th  of  July,  1892,  in 
order  to  accept  an  appointment  on  the  board  of  in- 
ternational judges  of  awards  in  the  department  of 
mechanic  arts  at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
and  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  board  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  superior  attainments  and  ability.  In  1898, 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  he  was 
commissioned  by  President  McKinley  as  post  assist- 
ant engineer  in  the  United  States  navy  and  was 
ordered  to  Key  West,  winning  promotion  to  the  posi- 
tion of  senior  assistant  to  Chief  Engineer  Little  and 
later  to  Chief  Engineer  Manning,  serving  until  Au- 
gust 26,  1898,  when  he  succeeded  his  former  superior 
as  chief  engineer  of  the  Key  West  station.  On 
the  25th  of  February,  1899,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  naval  service  and  on  the  same 
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date  was  given  a civil  appointment  to  continue  the 
work  he  had  begun  in  Key  West,  and  he  has  held  this 
position  since  that  time,  serving  with  his  usual  high 
conscientiousness,  ability  and  enterprise.  During  the 
course  of  a long  public  career  no  word  of  suspicion 
has  ever  been  directed  against  his  integrity  or  sin- 
cerity of  purpose  and  his  record  is  unclouded  by  any 
taint  of  self-interest.  He  has  worked  earnestly, 
steadfastly  and  intelligently  in  the  accomplishment  of 
the  important  labor  entrusted  to  him  and  he  can  now 
look  back  on  many  years  of  a public  life  which  has 
been  varied  in  service,  high  in  standards  and  faultless 
in  honor. 

In  New  Orleans,  in  1870,  Mr.  McMahon  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Augustine  M.  Swain,  of  Point 
Coupee  parish,  Louisiana.  She  died  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1903,  leaving  a family  of  eight  children: 
William  A.,  who  resides  in  New  Jersey;  Adaline, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Kennon,  of  Kentwood, 
Louisiana ; Henry,  who  resides  in  the  same  state ; 
Julia,  who  married  T.  L.  Furley,  of  McComb,  Mis- 
sissippi; Edward  M.,  of  Key  West;  Isabelle  Corinne, 
a stenographer  of  Jacksonville,  Florida;  Alicia,  who 
married  M.  H.  O.  Boyle,  of  Philadelphia ; and  Mar- 
garet, the  wife  of  George  A.  Ormerod,  of  Jackson- 
ville. Mr.  McMahon  is  a member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  is  connected  fraternally  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  All  who  know  him  entertain 
for  him  the  highest  regard  and  esteem  and  he  is  known 
today  as  one  of  Key  West’s  most  representative  and 
successful  citizens. 


JONATHAN  C.  GREELEY. 

Among  the  men  of  Jacksonville  who  by  their  energy, 
industry  and  close  application  have  won  success  in  the 
business  world  and  who  by  loyal,  straightforward  and 
public-spirited  support  of  progressive  public  move- 
ments have  attained  prominence  in  municipal  affairs 
is  numbered  Jonathan  C.  Greeley,  now  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business  on  an  extensive  scale.  His  life 
furnishes  many  splendid  examples  of  the  power  of 
initiative,  determination  and  enterprise  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  a successful  career,  for  he  started  out 
empty-handed  and  through  many  years  of  honorable 
and  worthy  labor  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  suc- 
cess. He  was  born  in  Palermo,  Waldo  county,  Maine, 
July  6,  1833,  and  is  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Sallie 
(Choate)  Greeley,  pioneers  in  that  state. 

Jonathan  C.  Greeley  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Waldo  county  and  after  complet- 
ing the  preliminary  course  worked  his  own  way  through 
college.  After  laying  aside  his  books  he  came  to  Flor- 


ida for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and,  having  gained 
strength  in  the  milder  climate,  entered  the  general 
merchandise  business  at  Palatka,  where  he  remained 
for  about  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Maine  and  paid  off  the  mortgage 
on  his  father’s  farm,  remaining  in  his  native  state  for 
some  time  thereafter.  During  the  Civil  war,  while 
he  was  outspoken  in  his  sympathies  for  the  Union 
cause,  he  remained  a non-combatant,  turning  his  at- 
tention to  political  affairs.  He  represented  Putnam 
county  from  1862  to  1863  in  the  state  legislature  and 
during  one  of  the  most  trying  periods  in  the  country’s 
history  accomplished  much  constructive  and  progres- 
sive political  work.  Soon  afterward  he  returned  to 
Duval  county,  where  he  has  since  resided,  being  one 
of  the  oldest  residents  in  this  section.  In  1874,  when 
the  Florida  Savings  Bank  & Real  Estate  Exchange 
was  organized,  he  was  elected  president  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  thirteen  years,  or  until  the  enter- 
prise was  abandoned.  He  still  continues  his  connec- 
tion with  real-estate  interests,  however,  having  an  of- 
fice in  the  Blum  building,  where  he  handles  a large  and 
important  business. 

During  the  course  of  his  residence  here  Mr.  Greeley 
has  always  been  prominent  in  politics,  having  continued 
the  public  career  begun  in  Maine  in  this  state.  Soon 
after  his  second  settlement  in  Florida  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Duval  county  and  in  1883  served  as  state 
senator,  an  office  which  he  filled  with  distinguished  abil- 
ity. In  addition  to  this  he  was  in  1885  a member  of 
the  constitutional  convention,  which  drew  up  and 
promulgated  the  present  laws  under  which  the  state 
of  Florida  is  governed.  Aside  from  the  purely  politi- 
cal field  Mr.  Greeley  has  always  been  active  in  the 
support  of  constructive  public  projects  and  the  pro- 
motion of  progressive  enterprises  which  have  for  their 
object  the  general  advancement  and  welfare.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  trustees  of  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  and 
of  the  Daniel  Memorial  Orphanage,  and  he  is  connected 
in  the  same  capacity  with  the  Jacksonville  public  library. 
He  was  the  first  chairman  of  the  board  of  public 
works  and  served  for  several  years  as  deputy  collector 
of  internal  revenue  for  Florida.  From  1872  to  1873 
he  was  mayor  of  Jacksonville  and  his  public  career 
has  been  distinguished  by  constructive,  straightfor- 
ward and  honorable  work  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
community  and  has  been  as  varied  in  service  as  it  has 
been  faultless  in  honor. 

Mr.  Greeley  has  been  twice  married.  In  1858  he 
wedded  Miss  Lydia  Forward,  a daughter  of  Judge 
W.  A.  Forward,  of  Palatka.  To  this  union  was  born 
one  son,  who  with  his  mother  was  lost  at  sea  in  October, 
1865.  In  1867  Mr.  Greeley  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Lenora  Kepp,  of  Lake 
City,  who  died  in  April,  1886,  leaving  three  children : 


/ 


— _ 


FLORIDA 


265 


Allan,  who  resides  in  Jacksonville;  Florence,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  James  G.  De  Veaux,  of  New  York  city;  and 
Mellen,  who  resides  in  Jacksonville.  Mr.  Greeley  is 
now  eighty  years  of  age  but  in  spirit  and  interests 
seems  yet  in  his  prime.  His  life  has  ever  been  upright 
and  honorable  and  he  has  always  endeavored  to  deal 
fairly  with  his  fellowmen  and  to  shape  his  conduct  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of  good  citizenship. 


TELFAIR  STOCKTON. 

The  history  of  a city  has  not  to  do  so  much  with 
its  machinery  of  government  or  even  the  men  who 
hold  its  public  offices  as  it  has  to  do  with  those  citi- 
zens of  enterprise  and  progressiveness  who  recog- 
nize and  utilize  opportunities  for  the  establishment 
of  important  and  extensive  industrial,  commercial 
and  professional  connections.  Telfair  Stockton, 
characterized  by  notable  industry,  sagacity  and  deter- 
mination, has  had  much  to  do  with  the  upbuilding  and 
improvement  of  Jacksonville  in  its  transformation 
from  a little  river  town  to  the  state’s  metropolis,  with 
important  railway  and  marine  shipping  facilities. 
With  a clear  conception  of  both  the  difficulties  and 
the  possibilities  of  the  development  and  improvement 
of  a city  through  the  medium  of  real-estate  transac- 
tions, Mr.  Stockton,  a practical  business  man  with 
keen  foresight  and  executive  ability,  has  laid  out  vari- 
ous important  additions.  Moreover,  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  many  projects  that  concern  the  state  at 
large,  being  an  active  factor  in  the  good  roads  and 
water-ways  agitation  which  is  bringing  about  great 
improvement  along  those  lines.  Florida  is  proud  to 
number  Telfair  Stockton  among  her  native  sons,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  the  city  of  Quincy  in  i860. 

His  father,  William  T.  Stockton,  was  a represen- 
tative of  a distinguished  American  family  whose 
ancestral  line  is  traced  back  to  England.  A contempo- 
rary biographer  has  given  the  family  history  as  fol- 
lows : “The  Stocktons  are  of  English  extraction. 

The  family,  which  in  point  of  descent  ranks  with  the 
most  ancient  houses  in  England,  is  styled  de  Stoctun 
in  ancient  Latin  deeds.  The  family  name  is  derived 
from  two  Latin  words,  Stoc  and  Tun.  The  meaning 
of  the  word  Stoc  is  ‘a  place,’  the  ‘Stem  of  a tree,’  and 
Tun  is  a word  signifying  ‘inclosure.’  In  a pedigree 
of  the  Stockton  family  taken  from  an  English  history 
at  the  British  museum  we  find  the  name  was  written 
de  Stoctun  in  primitive  days  and  in  later  times  Stock- 
ton.  This  is  the  only  change  the  name  has  undergone 
in  eight  hundred  years,  and  is  caused  merely  by  the 
English  spelling  of  the  original  Saxon  words.  The 
family  bore  an  honorable  part  in  English  history  and 


in  America  where  ‘worth  makes  the  man’  it  has  borne 
an  equally  honorable  part  since  1600.  Their  ancestors 
were  ancient  lords  of  the  manor  of  Stockton,  which 
they  held  under  the  barony  of  Malpas.  Stockton 
Manor  is  in  the  town  of  Malpas,  in  the  Hundred  of 
Broxton,  in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  England,  and 
was  granted  in  the  year  1250,  in  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  III.  Besides  Stockton  Manor  there  is  a place 
in  the  parish  of  Malpas  called  Stockton's  Bank  and 
a dwelling  place  called  Stockton  Hall.  In  the  church 
of  Malpas  there  are  many  of  the  Stockton  memorials. 
One  remarkable  memorial  was  that  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Sir  John  Stockton,  knight,  lord  mayor  of  London, 
1470-71,  who  was  knighted  on  the  field  by  King 
Henry  IV.  The  coat  of  arms  granted  to  the  Stockton 
family  has  been  borne  by  the  family  during  many 
centuries  of  its  history  in  England  and  America.  The 
arms  are  described  thus:  Gules,  a chevron,  Vair, 

sable  and  argent  between  three  mullets,  or  which  is 
thus  translated : a shield  covered  with  fine  perpen- 
dicular lines,  a broad  chevron  in  the  center  on  which 
is  set  little  silver  bells.  Above  the  chevron  two  golden 
stars,  and  below  chevron  one  golden  star.  The  crest 
is  a lion  rampant,  supporting  an  Ionic  pillar.  The 
motto  of  the  Stockton  family  is  ‘Omnia  Deo  Pendant' 
(all  depends  on  God)  and  is  founded  on  piety,  loyalty 
and  valor.  The  coat  of  arms  is  registered  at  the  Her- 
ald’s College. 

“Richard  Stockton,  a son  of  John  Stockton  and 
grandson  of  Owen  Stockton,  of  the  parish  of  Malpas, 
Cheshire,  England,  was  born  in  1605.  He  emigrated, 
with  his  wife  and  children,  from  England,  previous 
to  the  year  1660,  on  account  of  either  religious  or 
state  persecution  during  the  protectorate  of  Crom- 
well, to  America,  and  resided  a few  years  on  Long 
Island,  at  Flushing,  near  the  city  of  New  York. 
From  there  he  removed  to  New  Jersey.  Fie  died, 
leaving  a widow,  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
oldest  son,  Richard,  settled  in  Princeton  and,  about 
1700,  purchased  six  thousand  acres  of  land,  of  which 
the  present  town  of  Princeton  is  nearly  the  center. 
The  Stocktons  were  the  first  Europeans  to  occupy  this 
land  after  the  discovery  of  the  country  by  Columbus, 
and  still  hold  a portion  of  it.  Richard  Stockton  re- 
sided until  his  death,  at  an  advanced  age,  in  Princeton. 
He  died  in  1709,  leaving  a widow  and  six  sons: 
Richard,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Robert,  John  and  Thomas. 
To  his  fifth  son,  John  Stockton,  he  devised  the  family 
seat,  Morven.  John  Stockton  was  one  of  the  first 
presiding  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
the  county  of  Somerset  under  the  royal  government. 
He  was  a man  of  education,  wealth  and  great  influ- 
ence in  the  early  history  of  New  Jersey  and  was 
prominently  instrumental  in  securing  to  Princeton 
the  College  of  New  Jersey.  He  occupied  the 
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plantation,  now  known  as  Morven,  which  was  de- 
vised to  him  by  his  father,  Richard  Stockton,  Esq. 
He  was  the  most  prominent  of  the  six  sons.  He  was 
born  in  1701  and  died  in  1757,  leaving  a widow,  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  These  four  sons,  Richard 
(a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence),  Cap- 
tain John  Stockton,  the  Rev.  Philip  Stockton  (the 
great-grandfather  of  the  Stockton  family  in  Florida), 
and  Samuel  Withan  Stockton,  were  all  distinguished 
men.  The  Rev.  Philip  Stockton,  who  was  a chaplain 
in  the  army  and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Princeton, 
was  called  the  ‘Revolutionary  Preacher.’  He  studied 
theology  with  the  Rev.  John  Witherspoon  and  received 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  He  was  a Presby- 
terian and  was  ordained  a minister  by  the  Presbytery 
of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  in  1778.  He  was 
born  in  Princeton,  July  ir,  1746,  and  Miss  Kath- 
erine Cumming,  to  whom  he  was  married  April  13, 
1769,  was  born  on  April  6,  1748.  She  was  a sister 
of  General  John  Noble  Cumming,  of  New  Jersey. 
The  Rev.  Philip  Stockton  was  a man  of  fortune  and 
influence.  He  resided  at  his  home,  Castle  Howard, 
in  Princeton,  until  his  death,  January  12,  1792,  leav- 
ing a widow  and  five  sons,  Lucius  Witham  Stockton, 
John  Stockton,  Elias  Boudinot  Stockton,  William  Ten- 
nent  Stockton  (the  grandfather  of  the  Stockton  family 
in  Florida)  and  Richard  Stockton.  William  Ten- 
nent  Stockton,  his  fourth  son,  was  born  at  Castle 
Howard,  in  Princeton.  He  married  Anna  Williamson, 
of  New  Jersey,  and  then  removed  to  Philadelphia  and 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  uncle,  General  John 
Noble  Cumming.  He  resided  at  his  country  home, 
Roxborough,  six  miles  from  Philadelphia,  until  his 
death  in  1823.  He  left  a widow,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.” 

William  Tennent  Stockton,  the  father  of  Telfair 
Stockton,  was  born  in  Roxborough,  October  8,  1812, 
and  following  his  graduation  from  the  United  States 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in  July,  1834,  was 
engaged  in  active  duty  on  the  northern  frontier  in 
Georgia,  also  participating  in  the  Florida  war  in  which 
he  gained  distinction  as  a soldier  and  officer.  Resign- 
ing his  position  in  the  army  he  established  his  home 
on  a plantation  at  Quincy,  Gadsden  county,  but  so 
conspicuous  was  his  ability  and  talent  that  he  was 
many  times,  by  election  and  appointment,  called  from 
the  privacy  of  his  home  to  fill  important  public  posi- 
tions. With  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  promptly 
offered  his  services  to  his  adopted  state  and  was  com- 
missioned a captain  of  the  regular  army  of  the  Con- 
federacy. Promotion  to  the  rank  of  major  and  of 
lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry  followed.  He  was  de- 
tailed to  muster  into  service  all  Florida  troops  and 
with  the  completion  of  that  task  went  immediately 
to  the  front.  At  Missionary  Ridge  he  was  captured 


and  sent  to  Johnson’s  Island,  where  he  was  held  a 
prisoner  of  war  until  after  the  close  of  hostilities. 
In  a volume  entitled  ‘‘Dickinson  and  His  Men,”  men- 
tion is  made  of  William  T.  Stockton  as  follows : 
“By  education,  a soldier;  by  instinct,  a hero;  he  be- 
longed to  that  noble  race  of  men  whose  names  adorn 
the  historic  page  and  whose  character  added  luster 
and  gave  tone  to  the  social  life  in  the  south.  He  was 
a typical  southern  soldier,  the  incarnate  spirit  of  the 
Confederacy.  His  handsome  face  and  form,  his  lofty 
bearing,  now  towering  in  the  forefront  of  battle,  now 
falling  back  before  overwhelming  numbers,  contest- 
ing every  inch  of  ground  until,  finally,  overcome  but 
not  conquered,  victorious  even  in  defeat,  he  hurled 
defiance  in  the  face  of  the  foe,  breaking  his  sword  and 
throwing  away  hilt  and  blade  and  scabbard  as  a token 
of  an  unconquerable  spirit.  Such  a picture  marked 
Colonel  William  T.  Stockton,  the  very  personification 
of  knightly  chivalry.”  He  was  married  in  1839  to  Sarah 
Strange  and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  son  and 
daughter,  William  Tennent  and  Harriet.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  chose  Julia  Telfair,  the  third  daughter 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Telfair,  of  Washington,  North  Caro- 
lina, their  marriage  being  celebrated  December  23, 
1845.  They  had  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  Rich- 
ard, Warwick  Rush,  Thomas  Telfair,  Guy  Henry, 
John  Noble  Cumming,  Telfair,  George  T.,  Julia  Vi- 
pont  and  Mary  Stuart  Stockton.  The  father  passed 
away  at  Quincy,  Florida,  March  4,  1869,  and  in  1870 
Mrs.  Julia  Stockton  removed  with  her  family  to 
Jacksonville  where  she  passed  away  June  10,  1892, 
leaving  three  sons  and  a daughter,  the  latter  Mrs. 
Mary  (Stockton)  Young,  widow  of  Rt.  Rev.  John 
Freeman  Young,  bishop  of  Florida. 

The  educational  opportunities  afforded  Telfair 
Stockton  were  somewhat  limited  yet  he  spent  con- 
siderable time  as  a pupil  in  the  public  schools  of 
Gadsden  and  Duval  counties  and  in  the  school  of 
experience  he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons, 
making  him  a well  informed  and  able  business  man. 
He  early  took  upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of 
business  life,  however,  being  about  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  in  1876  he  possessed  a small  news  and  book 
store,  becoming  the  youngest  merchant  of  Jackson- 
ville. The  start  thus  gained  enabled  him  eight  years 
later  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business, 
in  which  connection  he  won  a clientage  and  conducted 
a business  that  rendered  him  for  years  among  the 
largest  and  most  prominent  real-estate  dealers  of 
Florida.  He  is  president  of  the  Telfair-Stockton 
Company,  real-estate  investments,  president  of  the 
New  Springfield  Company  and  is  interested  in  a 
number  of  other  corporations  closely  connected  with 
those  mentioned.  He  has  been  very  active  in  the 
development  of  large  tracts  of  suburban  property  and 
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Jacksonville  owes  to  him  a debt  that  can  never  be 
paid  for  what  he  has  done  in  the  improvement  of  out- 
lying sections  of  the  city.  Springfield  stands  as  an 
evidence  of  his  enterprise,  his  ability  and  his  energy, 
and  is  today  one  of  the  finest  residence  districts  in  the 
city. 

While  promoting  individual  interests  Mr.  Stock- 
ton  has  been  equally  active  in  advancing  projects  of 
public  welfare.  His  record  brings  to  mind  the  state- 
ment that  “peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned 
than  war.”  Many  of  his  important  public  acts  have 
been  done  in  an  official  capacity  and  others  have  been 
accomplished  as  a private  citizen,  cooperating  with 
other  enterprising  men  in  bringing  about  general  im- 
provement. He  has  long  been  a recognized  leader  in 
democratic  circles  in  this  state  and  in  1902  was  chosen 
to  represent  Duval  county  in  the  upper  house  of  the 
general  assembly.  At  the  close  of  his  first  term  he 
refused  to  again  become  a candidate.  While  acting 
as  chairman  of  the  board  of  public  works  from  1897 
until  1899  he  inaugurated  the  present  system  of  parks 
whereby  the  beauty  and  attractiveness  of  Jacksonville 
has  been  greatly  promoted.  When  General  Fitzhugh 
Lee,  commanding  thirty  thousand  troops,  mobilized 
for  the  Spanish- American  war  in  1898,  was  en- 
camped at  Jacksonville,  Mr.  Stockton’s  position  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  public  works  was  a most 
important  one,  having  much  to  do  with  arranging  for 
the  care  of  the  troops  in  this  city.  His  course  won 
him  high  and  unqualified  praise.  When  Jacksonville 
was  largely  laid  low  by  the  fire  fiend,  millions  of  dol- 
lars’ worth  of  property  being  destroyed  and  thousands 
rendered  homeless,  he  became  a leading  figure  in 
meeting  the  crisis,  laboring  untiringly  in  that  great 
organization  which  contributed  so  largely  to  public 
relief  and  brought  about  the  rebuilding  of  the  city 
on  a greater  and  more  beautiful  plan.  No  movement 
which  seeks  to  advance  public  improvement  seeks  his 
cooperation  in  vain.  He  sees  the  possibilities  and  op- 
portunities laying  before  the  state  and  has  been  most 
active  in  the  work  of  improving  railway  facilities 
and  inland  waterways,  ever  stanchly  advocating  the 
project  of  deepening  Jacksonville’s  harbor  to  a thirty- 
foot  channel  so  that  the  largest  ships  may  enter  and 
take  produce  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  is  equally 
strong  as  an  advocate  of  the  movement  for  the  build- 
ing of  a hard  surface  highway  from  Fernandina  to 
Pensacola  by  way  of  Jacksonville  with  a good  hard 
surface  road  from  some  point  on  the  line  through 
the  center  of  the  peninsula.  Mr.  Stockton  was  one 
of  the  leaders  in  the  movement  that  resulted  in  the 
organization  and  incorporation  of  the  Jacksonville 
Real  Estate  Exchange  in  1911,  and  he  was  made  its 
first  president  and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity 
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In  1885  Mr.  Stockton  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Florence  Fitch,  of  Tennessee,  who  is  a daughter 
of  James  Roosevelt  and  Emily  (Henry)  Fitch,  the 
former  a close  relative  of  Theodore  Roosevelt,  ex- 
president of  the  United  States.  Of  the  four  children 
of  this  marriage  three  are  living,  Florence  Telfair, 
James  Roosevelt  and  Telfair  Stockton,  Jr.  The  re- 
ligious faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  Mr.  Stockton  takes  an  active  interest  in 
its  work  as  well  as  giving  generously  to  its  support. 
He  belongs  to  the  Elks  lodge,  the  Country  Club  and 
the  Seminole  Club.  He  is  a member  of  the  Jackson- 
ville Board  of  Trade  and  his  identification  with  many 
organizations  and  movements  has  resulted  in  the  ma- 
terial, intellectual,  political,  social  and  moral  prog- 
ress of  the  community.  His  position  is  never  an 
equivocal  one,  all  recognizing  the  fact  that  his  influ- 
ence is  on  the  side  of  right,  progress,  law,  order  and 
advancement,  while  his  efforts  have  been  a tangible 
factor  for  good  along  many  lines. 


STEPHEN  FRANCIS  LOWE. 

The  name  of  Lowe  has  long  been  one  of  the  fore- 
most in  the  commercial  world  of  southern  Florida 
and  the  high  reputation  it  enjoys  is  worthily  carried 
forward  by  Stephen  Francis  Lowe,  who  now  owns 
and  is  in  charge  of  the  large  business  interests  which 
were  founded  by  his  father,  including  sponge  fishing, 
shipping,  wharf,  dock,  lumber,  mercantile,  ship 
chandlery  and  other  interests.  For  fifteen  years  he 
has  been  managing  these  interests  and  for  six  years 
has  been  owner  thereof.  He  succeeded  to  the  man- 
agement and  proprietary  ownership  upon  the  retire- 
ment of  his  father,  John  Lowe,  Jr. 

Stephen  F.  Lowe  was  born  in  Key  West,  August 
19,  1872,  and  is  the  youngest  child  of  John  Lowe,  Jr., 
who  is  extensively  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this 
work.  He  was  reared  in  Key  West  and  received  his 
early  education  here,  later  spending  nearly  two 
years  in  pursuing  his  studies  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
one  of  which  he  spent  in  the  public  schools  there  and 
the  other  in  the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College, 
from  which  he  graduated.  In  1889,  after  completing 
his  course  in  the  business  college,  he  returned  to  Key 
West  and  entered  upon  his  connection  with  his  father’s 
business,  which  he  has  continued  ever  since  with 
little  interruption.  Beginning  as  manager  of  the 
lumber  department,  he  gradually  familiarized  himself 
with  all  branches  of  the  business,  which  included  the 
management  of  a fleet  of  sponge  vessels  and  also  a 
large  mercantile,  ship  chandlery  and  supply  trade. 
As  soon  as  he  had  become  competent  his  father  turned 
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over  to  him  the  entire  management  of  the  business 
in  all  its  departments.  He  has  now  been  for  fifteen 
years  at  the  head  of  the  Lowe  interests  and  for  about 
six  years  has  been  owner  thereof. 

On  April  26,  1904,  Mr.  Lowe  married  Miss  Grace 
Fogarty,  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  Fogarty  and  a native 
of  Key  West.  Mr.  Lowe  is  a member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  church  and  of  the  Key  West  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  and  most  valu- 
able citizens  of  Key  West,  much  of  the  commercial 
expansion  of  which  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
growing  business  house  of  Lowe.  He  is  always  in- 
terested in  everything  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of 
the  city  and  readily  extends  help  in  the  support  of 
commendable  enterprises.  A worthy  son  of  a worthy 
sire,  he  continues  the  family  tradition  of  keeping  the 
Lowe  interests  among  the  foremost  commercial  enter- 
prises of  Key  West. 


EDWARD  CROSLAND  STUART. 

Few  if  any  business  men  of  Bartow  are  better  known 
throughout  this  section  of  the  state  than  is  Edward 
Crosland  Stuart.  He  is  not  only  one  of  Bartow’s  fore- 
most citizens  but  a man  who  for  more  than  twenty-six 
years  has  been  prominently  identified  with  her  finan- 
cial, commercial,  political  and  social  interests,  his 
energy  and  his  initiative  spirit  proving  potent  forces 
for  advancement  in  all.  He  stands  as  a central  figure 
in  real-estate  circles  here,  especially  in  that  branch  of 
the  business  relating  to  the  exploitation  and  develop- 
ment of  phosphate  lands,  and  his  name  is  known  and 
honored  among  the  leading  financiers. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  born  in  Bennettsville,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  was  reared  upon  a farm  near  that  city,  divid- 
ing his  time  during  his  childhood  between  working 
upon  the  homestead  and  attending  public  school.  After 
he  had  completed  his  education  he  turned  his  attention 
to  mercantile  pursuits,  securing  a position  as  clerk  in 
a general  store  and  retaining  it  until  1887,  when  he 
came  to  Florida.  He  settled  in  Bartow  on  the  15th 
of  April,  of  that  year,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the 
abstract  title  business,  in  which  he  continued  two 
years,  selling  out  his  interests  in  1889.  He  then  be- 
came interested  in  the  real-estate  business  and  found 
here  his  true  field  of  labor,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  he  is  today  one  of  the  most  prominent  real-estate 
dealers  in  Polk  county.  Of  late  years  he  has  centered 
his  attention  upon  the  development  and  exploitation 
of  the  rich  phosphate  lands  in  this  section  and  he  has 
accomplished  work  of  inestimable  value  in  this  con- 
nection, having  discovered,  developed  and  put  upon  the 
market  some  of  the  most  productive  phosphate  lands 


in  Florida.  Among  the  most  important  developed  by 
him  may  be  mentioned  the  Palmetto  group  of  mines, 
the  Tiger  Bay,  the  Dominion,  the  Christina  and  the 
Nichols  mines.  He  discovered  and  developed  the 
famous  Coronet  mines,  yielding  the  excellent  “pebble” 
phosphate.  All  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  properties  have  proven 
productive  and  profitable  to  a high  degree  and  the 
entire  community  has  profited  by  his  able  exploitation 
of  what  is  now  considered  one  of  the  greatest  of  its 
natural  resources.  In  addition  to  his  dealings  in  phos- 
phate lands  Mr.  Stuart  carries  on  a general  real-estate 
business  and  it  was  he  who  founded  and  developed 
the  towns  of  Fort  Green  and  Lake  Wales.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  resourceful  and  far-sighted  business  men 
of  this  community  and  his  name  on  the  list  of  the  pro- 
moters of  any  enterprise  is  a guarantee  of  its  good 
management  and  ultimate  success.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  financiers  of  this  part  of  Florida,  connected  as 
a director  with  the  Polk  County  National  Bank  and 
the  State  Bank  of  Bartow.  Various  important  cor- 
porate concerns  in  this  city  and  elsewhere  have  prof- 
ited by  his  activities,  owing  much  of  their  growth  and 
prosperity  to  his  initiative  spirit  and  well  timed  busi- 
ness aggressiveness.  He  is  president  of  the  Lake  Wales 
Land  Company  and  of  the  Plant  City  Ice  & Power 
Company,  ex-president  of  the  Fort  Green  Manufactur- 
ing Company  and  interested  through  investment  in 
various  other  important  concerns. 

Although  Mr.  Stuart  is  preeminently  a business 
man,  he  has  not  allowed  his  interests  to  narrow  into 
any  groove,  taking  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  many 
different  phases  of  community  life.  He  has  done 
splendid  work  for  Bartow  along  political  lines  and  has 
become  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  local 
democratic  circles,  following  a period  of  able  service 
as  chairman  of  the  democratic  county  committee  by 
efficient,  far-sighted  and  constructive  work  as  mayor 
and  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  a position  which 
he  held  continuously  for  eight  years.  Personal  inter- 
est enters  not  at  all  into  his  political  aspirations  and 
ambitions,  which  are  directed  entirely  along  lines  of 
public  development  without  regard  to  self-aggrandize- 
ment. He  is  president  of  the  Bartow  Board  of  Trade, 
wielding  a power  for  good  in  business  circles  which 
is  not  so  much  the  result  of  his  high  position  as  of  the 
force  of  his  ability  and  the  strength  of  his  personality. 

Mr.  Stuart  married  in  1882  Miss  Laura  Ellis,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  died  in  1894.  After  her  death 
he  was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet (Hood)  Williams,  a daughter  of  Professor  Wil- 
liam Hood,  of  Due  West,  South  Carolina.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stuart  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Edward  C.,  Jr.,  James  K.  and  William  Hood.  By  her 
former  marriage  Mrs.  Stuart  was  the  mother  of  two 
daughters,  Mattie  Hood  and  Jessie  Hill.  Mr.  Stuart 
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has  given  a great  deal  of  his  time  to  church  work  and 
in  addition  to  holding  the  position  of  elder  in  the  As- 
sociate Reformed  Presbyterian  church  he  has  been 
also  a chairman  of  the  synod  committee  on  finance 
and  missions  and  is  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Woman’s  College  of  Due  West,  South  Carolina, 
where  his  wife  was  at  one  time  a teacher.  Both  are 
well  known  in  social  and  religious  circles  of  Bartow 
and  have  many  friends  in  the  city,  drawn  to  them  by 
their  genuine  personal  worth,  the  usefulness  of  their 
lives  and  their  sterling  traits  of  mind  and  character. 


JOSEPH  A.  CONRAD. 

Joseph  A.  Conrad,  treasurer  and  general  manager 
of  the  Biscayne  Lumber  & Supply  Company  of 
Miami,  is  numbered  among  the  well  known  and  promi- 
nent business  men  of  this  city,  his  wise  management 
and  capable  control  of  his  interests  winning  for  him 
a most  gratifying  degree  of  success.  For  twenty 
years  past  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  line  of  business 
upon  which  his  attention  is  now  concentrated  and 
since  1900  has  been  in  Miami,  where  his  success  and 
the  honorable  methods  by  which  it  has  been  attained 
make  him  a power  and  a vital  force  in  commercial 
circles.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  New  York, 
January  25,  1855,  a son  of  Ulrich  Conrad,  a native 
of  Germany,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  early 
’40s  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  New  York 
state  until  his  death. 

Joseph  A.  Conrad  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
homestead  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  New 
York  public  schools.  He  began  his  independent 
career  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he  went  to  Michi- 
gan and  became  identified  with  lumber  and  mercan- 
tile business  there.  He  worked  in  the  employ  of 
others  until  1880  and  then  embarked  in  business  for 
himself  in  Grand  Traverse  county,  building  up  a 
profitable  lumber  and  merchandising  enterprise.  In 
1894  he  came  to  Florida  and  after  a few  years’ 
residence  in  Volusia  county,  came  in  1900  to  Miami, 
where  he  has  since  been  extensively  engaged  in  the 
retail  lumber  business  as  treasurer  and  manager  of 
the  Biscayne  Lumber  & Supply  Company  and  half 
owner  of  the  business  it  controls.  His  executive 
ability,  thorough  and  detailed  knowledge  of  the  lum- 
ber business,  his  energy,  industry  and  enterprise  have 
all  been  factors  in  the  continued  growth  of  the  con- 
cern with  which  he  is  identified,  making  it  today  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  patronized  of  its  kind  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Conrad  has  been  twice  married.  On  the  2d 
of  February,  1876,  he  wedded  Miss  Jennie  Saddler, 


who  passed  away  in  1885,  leaving  three  children: 
Eugene  Ray,  a resident  of  De  Land,  Florida;  Joseph 
P.,  who  is  assistant  manager  of  the  Biscayne  Lumber 
& Supply  Company;  and  Mabel  F.,  who  married  J.  E. 
Pyle,  of  Michigan.  In  1887  Mr.  Conrad  was  again 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Frances  L.  Bo- 
kinger.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  Fred 
J.  and  Cora  A.,  who  live  at  home. 

Mr.  Conrad  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party  and  since  coming  to  Miami  has  been 
a powerful  factor  in  community  affairs.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  elected  in  1911  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  and  as  one  of  the  committee  on 
streets,  including  sewers,  sidewalks  and  electric 
lights,  has  done  far-sighted,  intelligent  and  construc- 
tive work.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Elks, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows  and  so- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Tarpon  Club.  He  is  well 
known  in  the  affairs  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade 
and  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  community.  Early  realizing  the  fact  that  success 
in  business  must  come  as  a result  of  well  directed 
effort  and  intelligently  applied  labor,  perseverance, 
diligence  and  integrity  have  become  the  guiding  posts 
of  his  life,  bringing  him  to  the  creditable  place  which 
he  now  occupies  in  business  circles. 


SILAS  B.  WRIGHT. 

The  name  of  Wright  has  come  to  be  regarded  in 
De  Land  as  synonymous  with  business  development, 
with  public  advancement  and  with  everything  per- 
taining to  community  growth  and  progress,  for  since 
pioneer  times  it  has  been  an  honored  and  distin- 
guished one  in  Volusia  county.  Today  the  representa- 
tive of  the  name,  Silas  B.  Wright,  is  a well  known 
real-estate  dealer  and  a leading  promoter  and  organ- 
izer of  business  and  public  enterprises,  a man  whose 
initiative  spirit  and  forceful  ability  have  left  and  are 
still  leaving  an  impress  upon  the  history  of  the  city. 
He  was  born  in  Watertown,  New  York,  in  1850  and 
is  a son  of  Cyrenius  H.  and  Eliza  (Langworthy) 
Wright.  The  father  was  for  some  time  engaged  in 
the  lumber  shipping  business  in  South  Carolina  but 
came  to  Volusia  county  as  a pioneer,  making  his  first 
settlement  here  in  1877.  He  was  one  of  the  little 
band  of  four  who  took  up  land  about  one  mile  from 
the  present  town  site  of  De  Land  and  who  were 
beyond  all  doubt  the  real  founders  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Wright’s  associates  were  O.  P.  Terry,  John  Rich 
and  Jesse  S.  Craig.  They  built  log  cabins,  in  which 
they  resided  for  a number  of  years,  giving  their  at- 
tention to  the  development  of  their  orange  groves.  In 
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one  of  these  crude  houses  was  born  Clara  Belle  Rich, 
now  Mrs.  J.  A.  Craig,  of  Jacksonville,  the  first  child 
born  on  the  present  site  of  De  Land. 

With  characteristic  energy  Cyrenius  H.  Wright 
turned  his  attention  to  the  development  of  the  land 
he  had  acquired,  clearing  ten  acres  and  planting  them 
in  orange  trees,  gradually  increasing  the  amount  of 
land  under  cultivation  until  his  groves  covered  twenty- 
five  acres.  From  the  beginning  he  identified  himself 
with  the  public  life  of  the  community.  He  served 
as  first  mayor  of  the  city  and  as  first  justice  of  the 
peace  and  could  always  be  found  among  the  leaders 
in  the  promotion  of  reform,  advancement  and  growth. 
His  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1886,  was, 
therefore,  widely  and  deeply  regretted  throughout 
Volusia  county,  which  in  his  passing  lost  a valued  citi- 
zen and  one  of  its  most  honored  pioneers. 

The  work  begun  by  Cyrenius  H.  Wright  his  son, 
Silas  B.,  has  ably  carried  forward  along  constructive 
lines  of  development,  his  activities  being  of  the  kind 
which  directly  effect  the  general  advancement.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Wa- 
tertown and  in  the  Hungerford  Collegiate  Institute  in 
Adams,  New  York,  and  after  laying  aside  his  books 
spent  a short  time  in  South  Carolina.  In  1883  he 
joined  his  father  in  Volusia  county  and  together  they 
opened  the  first  real-estate  office  in  De  Land  under 
the  firm  name  of  C.  H.  & S.  B.  Wright.  The  busi- 
ness continues  to  the  present  time,  the  name  being 
now  Wright  & Wright.  Silas  B.  Wright  has  taken 
his  sons  into  partnership  with  him  as  they  grew  up 
and  they  have  proven  themselves  able,  far-sighted  and 
resourceful  men.  The  company  controls  extensive 
orange  groves  in  Volusia  county,  valuable  holdings  in 
the  city  and  farming  lands,  and  their  business  is  an 
important  addition  to  the  resources  of  the  city.  In 
1888  Mr.  Wright  added  an  insurance  department  and 
five  years  later  was  appointed  special  adjustor  and 
inspector  and  special  agent  for  several  fire  insurance 
companies  in  Florida.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  served  as  first  secretary 
of  that  organization,  filling  the  office  several  times 
thereafter.  He  is  now  director  in  the  organization. 
Since  the  foundation  of  the  Business  Men’s  League 
he  has  been  affiliated  with  it  and  he  is  also  a member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  John  B.  Stetson  Uni- 
versity and  since  1902  has  served  as  its  secretary, 
these  connections  indicating  something  of  the  scope 
and  extent  of  his  interests  and  the  important  phases 
of  community  life  which  his  activities  have  influ- 
enced. 

Mr.  Wright  married  Miss  Annie  E.  Bennett,  of 
Union  City,  Michigan,  a daughter  of  Rev.  Josiah 
W.  Bennett,  a clergyman  of  the  Methodist  church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  three  children : Cyrenius 


C.,  who  is  in  the  insurance  business  in  Dallas,  Texas; 
Frank  Bennett,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Wright  & 
Wright,  of  De  Land;  and  Silas  B.,  Jr.,  who  is  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  is  en- 
titled to  practice  law,  having  studied  in  De  Land  and 
won  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1905.  Mr.  Wright 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Volusia  county — a man  of  high  worth  and  sterling 
integrity.  He  is  widely  esteemed  and  honored  in  the 
community,  which  has  known  him  for  more  than 
thirty  years. 


GEORGE  W.  BASSETT,  Jr. 

Although  one  of  the  younger  representatives  of  the 
Putnam  county  bar  George  W.  Bassett,  Jr.,  of  Pa- 
latka,  has  already  attained  a position  which  older  prac- 
titioners might  well  envy,  his  success  being  built  upon 
his  thorough  study  of  the  law  and  his  careful  prepa- 
ration of  cases.  He  was  born  in  Lake  City,  Colum- 
bia county,  Florida,  on  Christmas  day  of  1882,  his 
parents  being  George  W.  and  Corinne  Elizabeth  (Mon- 
crief)  Bassett,  the  former  a native  of  Charlestown, 
South  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama. The  father  came  to  this  state  prior  to  the  Civil 
war  and  Mrs.  Bassett  was  reared  in  Lake  City,  Flor- 
ida, where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  For  the 
past  twenty-seven  years  they  have  been  residents  of 
Palatka  where  Mr.  Bassett,  who  has  been  a railroad 
man  throughout  his  entire  life,  is  now  acting  as  yard 
master  for  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad.  He 
was  formerly  conductor  for  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years,  also  station  agent  and  ultimately  was  called  to 
his  present  position.  The  family  numbers  but  two 
children,  the  daughter  being  Mabel  C.,  now  the  wife 
of  D.  J.  Coughlin,  of  Palatka. 

George  W.  Bassett,  Jr.,  has  been  a resident  of  Pa- 
latka from  the  age  of  three  years.  He  pursued  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  through  the  grammar 
grades  and  in  the  high  school,  and  received  appoint- 
ment to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Ann- 
apolis through  the  influence  of  Congressman  Robert 
W.  Davis,  of  the  second  district  of  Florida.  He  then 
attended  the  naval  academy  for  eighteen  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  resigned  because  of  ill 
health.  He  afterward  spent  nine  months  in  the  gen- 
eral offices  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad  at 
Palatka  and  next  entered  the  John  B.  Stetson  Uni- 
versity at  De  Land,  pursuing  a special  course  there. 
The  following  year  he  attended  the  University  of 
Florida  for  four  months  but  left  that  school  when 
as  a result  of  a competitive  examination  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  West  Point.  In  1904  he  entered  the  regu- 
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lar  army  as  a private,  failing  to  take  advantage  of  Ins 
appointment  to  West  Point  owing  to  the  fact  that 
he  could  secure  a commission  two  years  earlier  by 
entering  the  army  than  by  studying  in  the  national 
military  academy.  In  1906  he  was  ordered  to  Fort 
Oglethorpe,  at  Chicamauga  Park,  Georgia,  for  exam- 
ination for  a commission.  He  passed  both  the  physical 
and  mental  examination  and  then  returned  to  his  post 
at  Fort  Dade,  Florida,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  he 
had  not  enough  service  to  warrant  his  appointment  to 
the  position  of  second  lieutenant  in  the  artillery  corps 
he  took  his  discharge  in  1907  as  a sergeant  major. 
He  was  made  assistant  construction  engineer  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  after  being  discharged 
and  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  until  March, 
1908,  when  he  resigned  and  entered  the  insurance 
business,  being  made  assistant  cashier  of  the  Florida 
Life  Insurance  Company  with  headquarters  at  Tampa. 
He  remained  there  for  a year  after  which  he  was 
made  district  manager  for  the  East  Coast  district  of 
Florida  and  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  until 
he  resigned  in  May,  1910.  He  next  took  up  the  study 
of  shorthand  and  for  several  months  was  in  the  office 
of  A.  H.  Odom,  an  attorney.  Later  he  was  with 
Merryday  & Walton,  attorneys  at  Palatka,  with  whom 
he  continued  until  January  I,  1912,  when  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Merryday  became  a 
partner  of  S.  J.  Hilburn,  Mr.  Bassett  securing  the 
position  of  stenographer  with  the  firm  of  Hilburn  & 
Merryday.  In  the  meantime  he  had  taken  up  the 
study  of  law,  pursuing  it  in  addition  to  his  shorthand 
work.  He  took  the  bar  examination  before  the  su- 
preme court  of  Florida  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  all  the  state  courts  on  the  13th  of  June,  1912,  when 
he  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Palatka.  He  had  mastered  a system  of  stenography 
in  thirty  days,  and  eighteen  months  from  the  time  he 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  He  already  has  a fine  practice  in  Putnam,  St. 
John,  Clay  and  Marion  counties  and  it  is  constantly 
growing  in  volume  and  importance.  Throughout  his 
life  he  had  a desire  to  study  law  and  while  in  the 
army  purchased  and  began  reading  Blackstone’s  Com- 
mentaries. He  also,  while  in  the  army,  taught  the 
post  school  and  was  the  chief  plotter.  Two  months 
after  he  entered  the  service  he  was  made  a non-com- 
missioned officer  and  while  with  the  army  was  nick- 
named Judge,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  pleaded  the 
case  of  a comrade  who  had  become  involved  in  some 
trouble  in  Tampa.  Mr.  Bassett  represented  him  in 
the  municipal  court  and  won  the  case.  He  is  very 
thorough,  careful  and  painstaking  in  the  preparation 
of  his  cases  and  his  native  and  acquired  ability  give 
every  evidence  of  later  success.  On  the  29th  of 
October,  1912,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  city  council 


he  was  made  city  attorney  for  Hastings,  Florida.  He 
now  represents  R.  G.  Dun  & Company  and  also  the 
American  Lawyers  Company  in  this  county  and  has 
recently  been  made  local  counsel  for  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  Railroad  Company  for  Putnam  county. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1908,  Mr.  Bassett  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  H.  Divine,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida,  a daughter  of  W.  F.  Divine, 
who  for  years  has  been  city  clerk  and  tax  collector 
of  St.  Petersburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bassett  have  one 
child,  Georgia  Clarice,  born  at  Tampa,  August  13, 
1909.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  South,  and  Mr.  Bassett  votes  with 
the  democratic  party.  Laudable  ambition  has  charac- 
terized him  at  every  step  in  his  career.  He  is  not 
only  a self-made,  but  also  a self  educated  man  mak- 
ing opportunities  where  none  have  existed  and  utiliz- 
ing his  advantages  and  native  powers  in  such  a way 
as  to  gain  a creditable  and  enviable  position  among 
the  enterprising  citizens  and  leading  young  attorneys 
of  Palatka. 


WILLIAM  E.  LONG. 

William  E.  Long,  who  is  conducting  a large  general 
merchandise  business  in  Bascom,  was  born  in  Hous- 
ton county,  Alabama,  August  11,  1859.  He  is  a son 
of  Willis  S.  and  Nancy  A.  (Grimsley)  Long,  natives 
of  Georgia,  who  removed  to  Alabama  and  located  in 
Houston  county,  where  the  father  followed  farming 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  during  its  entire 
period  as  a private  in  the  Confederate  army.  The 
mother  has  also  passed  away,  her  death  having  oc- 
curred June  20,  1911.  To  their  union  were  born  eight 
children : Indiana,  widow  of  Jack  Hamilton  and  a 
resident  of  Baldwin  county,  Alabama ; William  E., 
of  this  review ; Charles  W.,  of  Granger,  Alabama ; 
Madison  Lee,  of  Houston  county,  Alabama;  Felix 
S.,  of  Jackson  county,  Florida;  Zulema,  the  wife  of 
John  J.  Marsh,  of  Gordon,  Alabama ; Mary  Fleetie, 
deceased ; and  Abner,  who  has  also  passed  away. 

William  E.  Long  spent  his  youth  upon  his  father’s 
farm  in  Houston  county,  Alabama,  and  when  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age  began  his  independent  career, 
becoming  identified  with  the  mercantile  business  in 
Granger,  where  he  spent  ten  years.  In  1904  he  came 
to  Bascom  and  established  himself  as  a general  mer- 
chant, being  now  in  control  of  an  important  and 
growing  trade  at  this  point.  He  owns  besides  bis 
excellent  business  building  other  valuable  real  estate 
in  the  city. 
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Mr.  Long  married  Miss  Ida  Stapleton  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Rossie  Dean, 
the  wife  of  Paul  L.  Bevis,  of  Malone,  Florida;  Wil- 
lie Dean,  deceased;  Fauline  Stapleton  and  Ernestine, 
both  residing  at  home. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Long  is  connected  with  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  and  in  his  religious  views  is  a 
devout  Methodist.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  democratic  party  and  in  Alabama  served  for 
fifteen  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  as  school 
trustee  for  ten  years  but  has  never  been  eager  for 
office,  preferring  to  do  his  public  service  in  other 
ways.  He  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Bascom 
and  as  the  years  have  gone  by,  has  proved  himself 
a valued  citizen  and  business  man. 


JUDGE  REDMOND  B.  GAUTIER. 

The  record  of  Judge  Redmond  B.  Gautier  presents 
many  forceful  examples  of  the  value  of  ambition,  en- 
thusiasm and  determination  in  the  accomplishment  of 
a successful  career,  for  his  high  position  in  official 
life  in  Dade  county  has  been  attained  entirely  through 
his  own  well  directed  and  untiring  labors.  A man  of 
initiative,  enterprise  and  force  of  character,  he  began 
life  with  the  determination  to  make  for  himself  a high 
and  worthy  position  in  the  world  and,  always  follow- 
ing the  most  upright  standands  and  working  toward 
the  highest  ideals,  has  now  accomplished  an  honor- 
able prosperity,  having  served  since  June  20,  1911,  as 
county  judge  of  Dade  county.  His  name  has  long  been 
a prominent  one  in  Florida,  for  the  family  has  been 
in  the  state  for  four  generations,  having  been  founded 
here  by  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  Peter  William  Gautier,  a native  of  France  and 
a Huguenot.  He  came  to  Florida  in  the  early  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century  and  located  in  St.  Joseph, 
where  he  served  as  chaplain  of  the  first  constitutional 
convention  of  Florida,  held  at  St.  Joseph  in  1839.  He 
was  a Methodist  minister  and  he  did  a great  deal  of 
beneficial  work  along  religious  lines.  The  later  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  Texas,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. His  son,  also  Peter  William  Gautier,  who 
was  a lawyer  by  profession  and  a writer  of  some  local 
prominence,  served  in  1857  as  speaker  of  the  Florida 
house  of  representatives.  Both  of  Judge  Gautier’s 
grandfathers  were  Methodist  ministers  and  farmers 
and  planters  before  the  war.  The  conflict  ruined  both 
of  the  men  financially  and  they  moved  to  Putnam 
county,  Florida,  where  they  resided  for  many  years. 
Judge  Gautier’s  father,  Charles  H.  Gautier,  was  born 
in  Marianna  and  is  now  a resident  of  Miami,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 


Judge  Redmond  B.  Gautier  is  a native  of  Crescent 
City,  Florida,  born  July  20,  1877,  and  he  was  there 
reared  and  educated,  acquiring  during  his  childhood 
such  schooling  as  the  locality  afforded.  His  auto- 
biography furnishes  the  details  of  his  life  from  that 
time  in  a picturesque  and  graphic  manner : “During 

the  winter  of  1894-1895  I remained  at  home.  It  was 
during  that  winter  that  we  had  the  heavy  cold  in 
Florida  which  killed  all  of  the  bearing  orange  trees  to 
the  ground.  Up  to  that  time  my  father  had  accumu- 
lated property  valued  at  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
and  from  it  he  derived  an  ample  income.  My  pros- 
pects for  a thorough  education  were  splendid.  This 
freeze  left  my  father  with  possibly  two  thousand  dol- 
lars worth  of  property  and  no  income  at  all.  I was 
only  about  seventeen  years  of  age  and  from  that  time  I 
have  had  to  make  by  own  way  in  the  world.  I had 
acquired  considerable  experience  in  the  orange  busi- 
ness and  in  the  fall  of  1895  became  a member  of  a 
company  formed  by  Collins  B.  Hubbard,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Jamaica 
oranges,  to  be  planted  on  the  island  of  Jamaica  ac- 
cording to  Florida  methods  and  to  be  shipped  to  the 
Lfiiited  States.  During  the  winter  spent  upon  the  is- 
land I remember  to  have  read  several  of  Walter  Scott’s 
novels  and  I remember  also  to  have  formed  the  de- 
termination to  be  something  more  than  a day  laborer 
and  to  work  it  out  myself.  I spent  the  summer  of 
1896  at  home  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  I went  again 
as  a laborer  to  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where 
I worked  in  the  orange  business  during  the  winter  of 
1896-97.  In  the  summer  of  the  latter  year  I was  at 
home  and  in  the  fall  I dropped  back  into  school  for 
seven  months.  In  the  summer  of  1898  the  Spanish- 
American  war  broke  out  and  my  patriotism  got  the 
better  of  my  judgment  and  I joined  the  army.  I was 
camped  in  Tampa  and  from  there  taken  to  Fernan- 
dina.  From  there  I was  sent  home  on  a furlough  on 
account  of  typhoid  fever  contracted  in  camp.  When 
I got  well  I joined  my  company  in  Huntsville,  Alabama. 
Having  joined  the  army  with  the  laudable  idea  of 
fighting  for  the  oppressed  Cubans  and  having  been 
moved  farther  away  from  the  seat  of  war  on  each 
occasion,  I became  weary  of  the  service  and,  through 
the  efforts  of  Hon.  Robert  W.  Davis,  then  congress- 
man from  this  state,  I secured  an  honorable  dischage. 
During  the  summer  I passed  a teacher’s  examination, 
secured  a certificate  and  taught  school  in  Putnam 
county  for  two  years.  After  that  I attended  Stetson 
University  for  one  year  and  the  following  year  went  to 
school  in  Dahlonega,  Georgia.  There  I contracted 
typhoid  pneumonia  and  in  the  meantime,  my  people 
having  moved  to  Miami,  I joined  them  here.  After  I 
had  recuperated  for  a while  I entered  the  law  office 
of  the  Hon.  M.  D.  Price  and  began  the  study  of  law. 
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On  October  7,  1903,  I was  admitted  to  the  practice  of 
law  in  this  state.  After  my  admission  I formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Price  and  we  worked  together 
for  something  over  a year.  During  the  summer  of 
1905  through  the  kindness  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Miami  I was  elected  to  the  office  of  city  at- 
torney, which  office  I have  held  ever  since.  In  1908 
I made  the  race  for  solicitor  of  the  criminal  court  of 
record  and  was  defeated.  In  1910  I was  a candidate 
for  representative  from  Dade  county.  Again  I was 
defeated.  On  June  20,  1911,  I was  appointed  county 
judge  of  Dade  county  by  Governor  Albert  W.  Gil- 
christ, succeeding  the  Hon.  John  C.  Gamling,  re- 
signed.” After  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
Judge  Gautier  was  appointed  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  and  has  served  ever  since,  his  work  being  of  the 
straightforward,  earnest  and  conscientious  kind  which 
has  come  to  be  expected  of  him  in  all  positions  of 
public  trust.  He  has  gained  recognition  as  a dignified, 
impartial  and  fair-minded  judge,  incorruptible  in  his 
integrity,  broad-minded,  just  and  liberal  in  his  views, 
and  guided  always  by  a public-spirited  and  loyal  con- 
sideration for  the  best  interests  of  the  people  he  serves. 

On  February  14,  1906,  Judge  Gautier  married  Miss 
Ida  F.  Miller,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Millerville, 
Screven  county,  Georgia.  They  have  two  children : 
Redmond  B.,  Jr.,  aged  four;  and  Ida  Miller,  who  is 
one  year  old.  Judge  Gautier  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and  fraternally  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  he  holds  by  a large  majority,  a 
fact  which  is  indicative  of  his  personal  popularity,  and 
since  entering  upon  his  duties  his  course  has  always 
given  proof  that  the  trust  reposed  in  him  has  been 
well  placed. 


THE  ORLANDO  BANK  & TRUST  COMPANY. 

Among  the  most  solid  and  conservative  financial  in- 
stitutions in  the  state  of  Florida  is  the  Orlando  Bank 
& Trust  Company.  It  was  organized  April  16,  1906, 
with  a capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  at  that 
time  with  the  following  officials:  President,  Judge  J. 

D.  Beggs ; vice  president,  M.  M.  Smith ; and  cashier, 
Thomas  Hopkins.  The  business  of  the  institution 
grew  rapidly  and  on  the  1st  of  July,  1911,  the  capital 
stock  was  increased  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
and  a fifty  per  cent  dividend  declared  from  surplus. 
The  stock  remains  at  that  figure,  the  surplus  and 
profit  being  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  and  the 
amount  on  deposit  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  resources  of  the  bank,  taken  from  the  report 
to  the  comptroller  made  February  4,  1913,  are  six 


hundred  and  sixty  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
eleven  dollars  and  eighteen  cents,  the  liabilities  being 
the  same.  Four  per  cent  interest  is  paid  on  all  sav- 
ings accounts.  The  bank  is  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, state  and  county  depository  and  also  the 
depository  for  the  city  and  its  outside  patronage  is 
large  and  representative,  the  depositors  being  given 
every  advantage  consistent  with  modern  banking 
methods.  The  company  occupies  the  entire  first  floor 
of  their  modern  two-story  pressed  brick  building, 
the  upper  story  being  rented  as  business  offices.  The 
present  officials  are:  M.  M.  Smith,  president,  who 

is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work ; W.  M.  Davis, 
vice  president;  and  George  E.  Noland,  cashier — all 
able  and  far-sighted  financiers,  whose  work  is  con- 
sistent with  the  high  business  standards  maintained 
in  the  bank  with  which  they  are  connected. 


R.  T.  DANIEL. 

Municipal  government  finds  a worthy  representa- 
tive in  R.  T.  Daniel,  who  is  filling  the  dual  position 
of  city  clerk  and  collector  of  Clearwater.  He  has, 
moreover,  important  business  interests  under  his  su- 
pervision as  manager  for  John  Savarese,  the  pioneer 
fish  dealer  of  Florida,  whom  he  represents  at  Clear- 
water, having  supervision  over  fifty  men. 

Mr.  Daniel  was  born  at  Milner,  Georgia,  January 
6,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  Colonel  N.  P.  and  Elizabeth 
(Harris)  Daniel,  who  were  natives  of  Pike  county, 
Georgia,  and  there  resided  until  1876,  when  the  family 
came  to  Florida.  This  was  about  the  beginning  of 
the  development  of  the  orange  industry,  and  settling 
in  Levy  county,  Mr.  Daniel  began  cultivating  citrus 
fruits  but  lost  his  grove  in  the  terrific  freeze  of  1895. 
He  was  a farmer  and  planter  all  his  life  and  his  last 
days  were  passed  in  Cedar  Keys,  where  his  death 
occurred,  as  did  that  of  his  wife.  He  served  with  the 
rank  of  colonel  in  the  Georgia  militia  and  had  charge 
of  the  Home  Guards  during  the  Civil  war,  being  too 
old  at  that  time  for  active  field  duty.  In  his  family 
were  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  three 
are  now  living:  Sallie,  the  widow  of  S.  C.  Purdue, 
of  Georgia;  Nora  P.,  the  widow  of  Henry  Dopp, 
residing  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida ; and  R.  T.,  of 
this  review.  The  last  named  has  been  connected 
with  marine  interests  throughout  his  entire  life.  At 
an  early  age  he  began  boating  on  the  coast  and  when 
but  a youth  of  seventeen  received  a commission  as 
captain,  by  which  title  he  has  since  been  widely 
known,  usually  being  called  “Captain  Bob.”  He  was 
connected  with  the  coast  trade  from  1880  until  1886 
and  then  engaged  in  the  fish  business,  with  which 
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lie  has  since  been  connected,  being  now  manager  for 
John  Savarese,  the  pioneer  fisherman  of  Florida,  as 
manager  of  his  branch  house  at  Clearwater.  He 
handles  all  the  varieties  of  fish,  native  to  the  gulf 
waters,  and  employs  about  fifty  fishermen.  Since  the 
ist  of  January,  1906,  he  has  made  his  home  here, 
removing  from  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  had  lived 
from  1895,  while  previously  he  had  been  a resident 
of  Cedar  Keys. 

In  1891  Mr.  Daniel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Rosa  M.  Enfinger,  a native  of  Cedar  Keys,  Florida, 
whose  father  was  a Civil  war  veteran.  They  have 
become  parents  of  six  children:  Margaret,  the  wife 
of  E.  L.  Dunn,  a resident  of  Dunnellon,  Florida; 
Alice  L.,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Carter,  now  connected  in 
business  with  her  father;  and  Mattie,  Robert,  Wil- 
liam and  Gladys,  all  at  home. 

Air.  Daniel  has  exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  democratic 
party  since  attaining  his  majority  and  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  success  of  the  principles  in 
which  he  believes.  For  five  years  he  served  on  the 
city  council  of  St.  Petersburg  and  for  the  same  period 
has  acted  in  the  same  capacity  for  Clearwater.  For 
the  last  two  years  he  has  been  city  clerk  and  collector 
of  the  town  of  Clearwater  and  his  official  duties  have 
ever  been  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity, 
making  his  record  a most  commendable  one.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  cooper- 
ates in  all  its  projects  and  movements  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  city  and  exploit  its  resources  and  pos- 
sibilities. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sons, the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  is  an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  served  as  clerk  of  the  vestry.  His  life  has 
been  one  of  continuous  and  well  directed  activity  in 
which  has  been  accorded  due  recognition  of  labor. 
He  is  now  the  possessor  of  a comfortable  compe- 
tence and  the  place  which  he  occupies  in  official  and 
business  circles  is  a creditable  one. 


NORRIS  LOREN  TAYLOR. 

Norris  Loren  Taylor  is  representative  of  the  en- 
terprising spirit  of  the  agriculturists  of  the  Hastings 
district,  where  he  owns  a valuable  farm  of  forty-four 
acres,  being  a pioneer  of  this  section,  coming  here 
in  1893  at  a time  when  the  country  was  still  unde- 
veloped and  unimproved.  He  was  born  in  Ridgeville, 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  December  22,  1844,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  Livingston  and  Sarah  P.  (Kinney) 
Taylor,  the  father  a native  of  New  York  and  the 


mother  of  Connecticut.  They  came  to  Ohio  at  an 
early  day  and  settled  in  Ridgeville,  the  father  being 
a well-to-do  farmer  and  both  passing  away  in  Elyria, 
Ohio,  where  they  had  been  living  for  a number  of 
years  retired.  The  mother  was  a daughter  of  a 
Methodist  minister,  who  was  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  his  church  and  well  known  and  highly  esteemed 
in  the  locality  where  he  made  his  home.  The  parents 
were  exemplary  people  of  high  qualities  of  character 
and  expressed  in  their  lives  the  Christian  principles 
which  they  professed.  Mr.  Taylor  was  the  father  of 
a son  by  a former  marriage,  Orville  C.,  who  has  since 
passed  away.  The  children  of  his  second  marriage 
were:  W.  P.,  deceased;  Fletcher,  deceased;  Norris 
Loren,  of  this  review;  and  Mary  E.  and  Irving  H., 
who  have  also  passed  away.  The  latter,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 3,  1911,  was  a partner  in  the  firm  of  Frederick 
Stearns  & Company  of  Detroit  and  in  that  connection 
had  charge  of  their  Canadian  business. 

Norris  Loren  Taylor  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  remained  in  his  native  section  until  1878, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools  near  his 
father’s  home.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  left  the 
farm  to  seek  the  opportunities  of  the  city  and  when 
saying  farewell  to  his  home  and  parents  was  admon- 
ished by  his  father  to  be  always  guided  by  principles 
of  honesty,  advice  which  he  has  followed  faithfully 
and  which  has  been  his  predominant  characteristic 
in  life.  He  attended  school  in  Elyria  for  a year  and 
a half  and  in  the  fall  of  1862  found  employment  as 
clerk,  being  connected  with  mercantile  business  con- 
secutively for  thirty-one  years  or  until  1893.  For  the 
last  fifteen  years  of  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  conducting  a crockery  store  at 
Elyria  and  an  establishment  of  similar  kind  at  Nor- 
walk, Ohio.  Failing  health  compelled  him  in  1893 
to  seek  a warmer  climate  and  caused  him  to  come  to 
Florida,  to  which  state  he  had  made  three  trips 
previously.  He  sold  out  his  Ohio  interests  and  lo- 
cated near  Hastings  when  this  country  was  still  in 
an  unimproved  state  with  practically  no  roads  inter- 
secting it,  without  drainage,  and  considered  unsuitable 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Taylor  bought  his  farm 
at  a price  of  twelve  dollars  and  a half  per  acre  and 
this  same  land  today  could  not  be  purchased  any- 
where within  two  hundred  dollars,  the  fact  being 
proof  of  the  rapid  rise  in  land  values  in  this  section 
and  also  evidencing  the  care  and  labor  which  Mr. 
Taylor  bestowed  upon  his  property  in  the  meanwhile. 
His  farm  comprises  forty-four  acres,  all  of  which  are 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  has  erected 
thereon  a handsome  and  commodious  home  and  such 
other  buildings  as  he  considered  necessary  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  tract.  He  has  also  provided  modern 
equipment  and  such  machinery  as  is  necessary  to  mod- 
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era  and  up-to-date  farming  and  has  thereby  greatly 
enhanced  the  value  of  his  land.  Although  his  time 
is  principally  devoted  to  his  farm,  he  also  represents 
a New  York  commission  house,  having  been  so  con- 
nected for  the  last  six  years,  and  has  traveled  in  the 
interests  of  that  firm  over  most  of  Florida,  having 
become  well  acquainted  with  agricultural  conditions 
of  the  state. 

On  September  2,  1868,  Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  Almira  Hamilton,  who  was  born 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  27,  1846,  and  was  reared 
to  womanhood  in  Elyria,  that  state.  She  received 
most  of  her  education  in  that  city,  where  she  attended 
high  school  and  also  received  lessons  from  private 
teachers.  Subsequently  she  was  for  seven  years  in- 
structor in  the  schools  in  Elyria  and  has  also  written 
interesting  articles  for  the  Cleveland  Leader,  the 
Elyria  Republican  and  other  papers.  She  ably  as- 
sisted her  husband  in  the  conduct  of  his  mercantile 
business  and  at  various  times  took  entire  charge,  owing 
to  the  ill  health  of  Mr.  Taylor.  Since  coming  to  Has- 
tings she  has  acted  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  also  served  as  the  first  president  of  the 
Hastings  Village  Improvement  Association,  retain- 
ing that  office  by  reelection.  This  organization  has 
made  unusual  progress  in  bringing  about  many  needed 
improvements  and  the  initiative  in  many  cases  has 
been  taken  by  Mrs.  Taylor,  her  work  in  that  connec- 
tion placing  her  in  a foremost  position.  A deep  and 
voracious  reader  and  an  advanced  thinker,  she  is 
greatly  admired  for  her  intellectual  attainments  and 
since  coming  to  Florida  has  served  at  one  time  as  edi- 
tor of  the  Hastings  department  of  the  Palatka  (Fla.) 
Times  Herald.  Particularly  near  her  heart  is  the 
cause  of  education  and  she  has  interested  herself  to 
a considerable  extent  in  the  improvement  of  the  local 
schools  and  has  taken  part  in  many  other  movements 
for  civic  betterment.  Her  parents,  William  P.  and 
Almira  Maria  (McNeil)  Hamilton,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  respectively,  her 
mother  being  a playmate  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe  on  the  old  home  farm.  The  grandmother  on 
her  mother’s  side,  whose  maiden  name  was  Chloe 
Adams,  was  a near  relative  of  President  Adams  and 
her  parents  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Ohio, 
coming  to  that  state  by  ox  team  and  locating  near 
Ridgeville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  were  married 
in  Ohio  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  state,  re- 
siding mostly  in  Cleveland  and  Elyria,  in  which  lat- 
ter city  both  passed  away.  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  was 
a well  informed  and  educated  man,  was  an  architect 
and  builder  by  profession  and  esteemed  and  honored 
for  his  many  high  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  He 
was  one  of  the  “squirrel  hunters”  of  Ohio  during  Civil 
war  times,  giving  thereby  evidence  of  his  patriotism 


and  loyalty  to  his  country.  In  their  family  were  two 
children:  Mrs.  Taylor;  and  George  Franklin,  who 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  an  interesting  military  record  to 
his  credit,  having  been  a member  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard.  He  was  mustered  into  the  LTnited  States 
service  on  May  2,  1864,  serving  for  four  months  with 
Company  K of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fifth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  As  most  of  the  members 
of  this  company  came  from  the  more  well-to-do  fami- 
lies, they  were  jocularly  known  as  the  “featherbed 
company,”  as  they  were  not  supposed  to  be  used  to 
hardships  and  privations.  Notwithstanding,  how- 
ever, they  discharged  their  duties  in  such  a manner 
as  to  receive  the  highest  commendation.  Taking  a 
deep  and  lasting  interest  in  the  development  and 
growth  of  the  Hastings  country,  he  has  become  asso- 
ciated with  various  movements  inaugurated  for  that 
purpose  and  serves  today  as  the  chairman  of  the  good 
roads  committee  and  also  in  the  capacity  of  school 
trustee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norris  L.  Taylor  were  the  parents 
of  two  children : Theodore,  who  is  well  known  as 
editor  of  the  Hastings  News ; and  David,  who  passed 
away  in  infancy.  The  former  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Alice  L.  Price,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Wesley  Foster,  George 
Theodore  and  Robert  Loren. 

It  is  to  the  initiative  and  enterprising  spirit  of  such 
men  as  Norris  Loren  Taylor,  who  came  here  to  trans- 
form a wilderness  into  fertile  lands,  that  the  rapid 
rise  and  development  of  this  section  of  Florida  is 
largely  due.  He  is  always  glad  to  bear  his  share  in 
the  work  of  general  advancement  and  in  all  that  he 
undertakes  is  actuated  by  a spirit  of  enthusiasm  that 
has  been  and  is  an  inspiration  to  others,  and  his  work 
along  agricultural  lines  has  been  a serviceable  factor 
in  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  the  Hastings  dis- 
trict, which  has  no  more  loyal  advocate  than  Norris 
Loren  Taylor. 


WILLIAM  K.  CURRY. 

As  president  of  the  Curry  & Smith  Cigar  Com- 
pany William  K.  Curry  occupies  a prominent  place 
in  industrial  circles  of  Orlando,  a place  he  has  won 
by  his  own  well  directed  labor  in  the  development  of 
a small  enterprise  into  one  of  the  largest  factories  of 
its  kind  in  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana,  in  1875,  and  when  he  was  still  a child  came 
to  Florida,  arriving  in  the  state  in  1882.  Here  he 
acquired  his  education  and  learned  the  cigar-making 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time  in  Tampa, 


280 


FLORIDA 


Key  West  and  in  other  parts  of  the  state.  He  became 
a proficient  and  expert  workman,  a master  of  his 
business  in  all  of  its  details,  and  in  1906  established 
his  own  factory  in  Tampa.  At  the  end  of  a year 
he  moved  to  Orlando  and  for  a time  worked  alone 
as  a cigar  manufacturer,  gaining  a representative  and 
large  patronage.  The  increasing  volume  of  his  busi- 
ness soon  obliged  him  to  enlarge  his  capacity  and  to- 
day the  concern,  of  which  at  the  beginning  he  was  the 
proprietor  and  the  entire  working  staff,  now  gives 
employment  to  about  fifty  skilled  laborers.  In  Oc- 
tober, 19 1 1 , the  Curry  & Smith  Cigar  Company  was 
incorporated  with  a capital  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
and  with  the  following  officers : W.  K.  Curry,  presi- 
dent; L.  L.  Payne,  vice  president;  and  A.  D.  Cornell, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1912  the  total  output  of 
the  concern  was  two  million  cigars,  the  most  popular 
brands  being  the  Lucerne  Circle,  Samuel  L.  Clemens 
(Mark  Twain),  and  the  New  South. 

In  1901  Mr.  Curry  married  Miss  Corinne  Sias,  of 
Rochester,  Minnesota,  and  they  have  become:  the 
parents  of  a son,  William  K.,  Jr.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Curry  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  holding 
membership  in  the  chapter,  and  he  belongs  also  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  His  career 
furnishes  a splendid  example  of  the  power  of  intel- 
ligently directed  and  determined  labor  as  a supplement 
to  special  ability  for,  beginning  in  a small  way,  he 
has  developed  a great  manufacturing  enterprise,  which 
is  a valuable  addition  to  the  general  resources  of  the 
city  because  it  aids  in  the  promotion  of  that  general 
industrial  and  commercial  activity  which  means 
growth. 


T.  A.  CHANCELLOR. 

T.  A.  Chancellor,  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  St.  Petersburg,  to  which  position  of  trust 
and  responsibility  he  was  called  in  January,  1910,  has 
gradually  worked  his  way  upward  in  the  business 
world,  winning  advancement  by  merit  and  ability.  He 
was  born  December  12,  1868,  in  Okolona,  Mississippi, 
a son  of  John  Sanford  and  Matilda  (Gilliam)  Chan- 
cellor, natives  of  Virginia  and  Mississippi  respectively. 
The  city  of  Chancellorville  was  named  in  honor  of  the 
father's  uncle,  George  Chancellor,  who  was  a brother 
of  John  Chancellor,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
He  was  one  of  four  brothers  who  lived  in  Virginia 
and  on  leaving  that  state  removed  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala- 
bama, while  later  he  became  a resident  of  Mississippi. 
Subsequently,  however,  he  returned  to  Tuscaloosa, 
where  his  death  occurred.  He  owned  and  conducted  a 


plantation.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  Major 
Littleberry  Gilliam,  a pioneer  settler  of  Chickasaw 
county,  Mississippi.  He  owned  a large  plantation  and 
many  slaves  there  and  was  a prominent  and  influential 
resident  of  that  section.  He  was  born  in  Virginia,  but 
for  many  years  lived  in  Mississippi  and  in  the  ante- 
bellum days  was  a member  of  the  state  senate.  He 
died  in  1865,  about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war. 

John  Sanford  Chancellor  was  a resident  of  Tusca- 
loosa, Alabama,  when  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Confederate  army,  joining  an  artillery  company. 
After  a year  he  was  transferred  to  the  medical  de- 
partment owing  to  the  condition  of  his  health,  and 
thus  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  afterward 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Okolona,  Mississippi, 
where  he  remained  until  1878,  and  then  retired  from 
business.  He  died  in  1883  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
while  the  mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  in  1872. 
She  was  his  first  wife  and  by  her  marriage  had  four 
sons,  the  eldest  dying  in  infancy,  while  by  the  father’s 
second  marriage  there  were  two  sons. 

T.  A.  Chancellor  resided  at  the  place  of  his  birth 
until  1894.  He  supplemented  his  early  education  by 
study  in  the  high  school  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  and  later  entered  the  State  University 
of  Mississippi,  in  which  he  remained  for  one  year,  but 
had  to  put  aside  his  text-books  and  enter  business  life. 
He  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  the  firm  of  J. 
Rubel  & Company,  proprietors  of  a dry-goods  and 
jobbing  house,  with  whom  he  continued  until  1894. 
He  then  went  to  Tampa,  Florida,  to  take  a position  in 
the  Exchange  National  Bank,  with  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1895,  when  he  became  connected  with  the 
City  Bank  & Trust  Company  of  Tampa,  joining  that 
institution  at  its  organization  in  October  and  remain- 
ing as  one  of  its  capable  and  faithful  employes  until 
1904,  when  he  came  to  St.  Petersburg  and  took  charge 
of  what  was  then  known  as  the  West  Coast  Bank. 
The  name  has  since  been  changed  to  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank.  Mr.  Chancellor  continued  as  cashier 
until  January,  1910,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  institution  and  is  now  guiding  its  affairs, 
bending  his  energies  to  administrative  direction  and 
executive  control.  His  long  experience  has  made  him 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  phase  of  the  bank- 
ing business,  and  under  his  guidance  the  First  National 
Bank  of  St.  Petersburg  is  enjoying  a healthy  and  sub- 
stantial growth.  He  is  also  interested  in  a number 
of  other  corporations  and  the  business  enterprise  of  the 
town  finds  stimulus  in  his  activity,  his  sound  judg- 
ment and  his  enterprise. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1901,  Mr.  Chancellor  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Walton  Trice,  a 
daughter  of  John  Trice,  a banker  of  Tampa,  and  they 
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now  have  one  child,  Mary  Louise.  Mr.  Chancellor  be- 
longs to  the  Pass-a-Grille  Yacht  Club,  to  the  Elks  lodge 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  Baptist  church  and  is  serving  on  its  board  of  trus- 
tees. He  is  likewise  a member  of  the  school  board  and 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  actively  and  helpfully  in- 
terested in  various  projects  and  movements  for  the  up- 
building of  the  city  along  financial,  educational,  social 
and  moral  lines.  Thorough  mastery  of  everything  that 
he  has  undertaken  has  been  the  salient  element  in 
bringing  him  to  the  present  creditable  position  which 
he  now  occupies  as  a business  man  and  citizen. 


MARCY  BRADSHAW  DARNALL. 

Marcy  Bradshaw  Darnall  needs  no  introduction  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume.  He  has  long  figured 
prominently  in  journalistic,  musical,  fraternal  and 
political  circles  and  upon  each  has  left  the  impress 
of  his  individuality  for  good.  His  life  history  had 
its  beginning  in  a log  house  on  a farm  near  Edgar, 
Illinois,  his  natal  day  being  January  27,  1872.  His  par- 
ents were  A.  D.  and  Arietta  (Bradshaw)  Darnall,  the 
former  a lawyer  by  profession.  The  mother  died 
when  he  was  but  five  years  of  age  and  he  was  reared 
by  her  parents.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Edgar,  Illinois,  and  afterward  at  Union  Star,  Mis- 
souri, while  later  he  was  a student  in  a normal  school 
at  Stanberry,  Missouri.  He  left  that  institution  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  being  obliged  to  earn  his 
living  from  that  time  on.  He  served  as  a printer’s 
apprentice  for  two  years  and  also  was  a clerk  in  local 
stores  for  several  months.  During  that  time  he  be- 
came interested  in  music  and  joined  a local  band, 
which  fact  constituted  an  important  part  in  his  sub- 
sequent career. 

At  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  Mr.  Darnall  became  a 
member  of  Typographical  Union  No.  40,  being  then 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  worked  as  a compositor 
on  the  News  and  Gazette,  daily  papers,  and  also  was 
a member  of  a local  band  until  February  27,  1892, 
when  he  enlisted  as  a member  of  the  band  of  the 
Seventh  United  States  Cavalry,  stationed  at  Fort 
Riley,  Kansas.  He  devoted  himself  to  the  serious 
study  of  music  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  spent 
several  months  in  instructing  bands  in  Missouri. 
Later  he  reentered  the  army  as  a member  of  the 
Twentieth  United  States  Infantry  band  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Lie  went  to  Cuba  with  his 
regiment,  which  was  a part  of  Shafter’s  army  and 
sailed  from  Tampa  for  Santiago  on  the  14th  of  June, 
1898.  Upon  landing  in  Cuba  Mr.  Darnall  requested 

service  in  the  ranks,  which  request  was  granted  and 
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he  was  assigned  to  a company  with  which  he  partici- 
pated in  all  land  battles  of  the  campaign,  including 
the  engagement  at  El  Caney  of  July  1st.  From  there 
his  regiment  was  sent  to  assist  in  holding  trenches  at 
San  Juan  Hill  and  remained  there  until  the  end  of 
the  campaign,  taking  part  in  every  engagement.  He 
was  present  at  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  army  on 
the  17th  of  July,  on  which  date,  by  a coincidence, 
his  term  of  enlistment  expired.  Having  contracted 
malaria,  he  was  sent  to  his  home  in  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  divided  his  time  between  work  at 
the  printing  trade  and  the  teaching  of  music.  Later 
he  organized  the  Darnall  Military  Band,  a semi-pro- 
fessional organization,  of  which  he  was  bandmaster 
for  about  two  years.  During  that  period  he  was 
vice  president  of  Musicians  Union,  No.  50,  and  repre- 
sented that  organization  in  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor  convention  at  Jefferson  City,  while  in  May,  1910, 
he  was  a delegate  to  the  national  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Musicians  held  in  Denver, 
Colorado.  On  the  18th  of  June,  1901,  Mr.  Darnall 
was  appointed  bandmaster  in  the  regular  army  and 
assigned  to  the  duty  of  organizing  the  newly  author- 
ized Ninth  Artillery  band  at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 

While  stationed  there  he  also  edited  the  Fort  Riley 
Guidon,  a weekly  paper  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
the  service,  and  was  also  a contributor  to  several 
musical  journals,  including  The  Dominant  of  New 
York,  of  which  he  was  associate  editor.  Elis  band 
was  ordered  to  Key  West,  Florida,  for  duty  in  July 
1904,  and  in  November,  1905,  he  secured  control  of 
the  Key  West  Citizen,  then  a weekly  newspaper, 
which  he  conducted  for  a year,  assisted  by  his  wife, 
still  retaining  his  army  position.  In  November,  1906, 
a consolidation  of  this  paper  with  the  Daily  Inter- 
Ocean  was  effected  and  Mr.  Darnall  resigned  his 
position  as  bandmaster  in  the  army  to  become  business 
manager  of  the  consolidated  enterprise,  which  was 
incorporated  as  The  Citizen  Publishing  Company. 
Since  1909  he  has  been  editor  as  well  as  manager  of 
the  Citizen,  published  as  an  afternoon  daily,  and  he 
also  conducts  a job  printing  establishment  under  the 
name  of  the  Darnall  Printing  Company. 

Mr.  Darnall’s  entrance  into  active  business  life  was 
a distinct  loss  to  the  musical  profession,  in  which  he 
stood  high  as  an  authority  on  band  organization  and 
management.  He  was  the  composer  of  a number  of 
military  marches  of  merit,  one  of  which,  called 
“American  Army  Life”  seems  destined  to  live.  His 
army  experience  was  valuable  in  giving  him  an  op- 
portunity to  study  the  best  methods  of  handling  men, 
and  upon  his  final  discharge  from  the  service  he  was 
given  a recommendation  for  a commission  in  the 
United  States  Volunteers,  in  which  his  special  quali- 
fication is  stated  to  be  “administrative  ability.” 
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In  1912  Mr.  Darnall  made  his  entry  into  politics, 
being  nominated  for  the  office  of  representative  in 
the  legislature  by  the  democratic  primary.  He  re- 
ceived the  highest  vote  cast  for  the  office,  against 
three  opponents,  all  of  whom  were  former  members 
of  the  legislature.  He  was  elected  to  serve  in  the 
special  session  of  the  legislature  of  October,  1912, 
and  was  elected  for  the  full  term  in  the  general  elec- 
tion of  that  year  without  opposition.  He  organized 
democratic  clubs  for  Wilson  and  Marshall  in  every 
precinct  in  his  county,  and  has  since  been  elected  state 
organizer  for  Florida  of  the  National  Democratic 
League  of  Clubs,  and  is  also  the  Florida  member  of 
the  general  executive  board  of  the  national  organ- 
ization. 

Mr.  Darnall  belongs  to  most  of  the  leading  fra- 
ternal orders,  including  the  Masons,  Elks,  Odd  Fel- 
lows, Knights  of  Pythias,  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons  of 
America,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  others.  In 
Masonry  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree, 
being  also  a Knight  Templar.  He  is  past  eminent 
commander  of  Baron  Commandery,  No.  3,  Knights 
Templar,  and  a past  high  priest  of  Island  Chapter, 
No.  21,  R.  A.  M.  In  1913  he  was  elected  commander 
of  B.  IT.  McCalla  Camp  No.  5,  United  Spanish  War 
Veterans. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1899,  Mr.  Darnall  was 
married  to  Lutie  Milliken,  a daughter  of  Hiram  Ran- 
kin and  Sarah  Rebecca  Milliken  of  Bolivar,  Missouri. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darnall  have  three  children:  Dorothy, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; and  Louise  and 
Marcy  B.  A review  of  the  life  history  of  Mr.  Dar- 
nall shows  that  his  labors  have  been  resultant  and 
far-reaching.  He  has  worked  toward  high  ideals  in 
everything  that  he  has  undertaken  and  has  made  for 
himself  a creditable  name  and  position  in  journalistic 
circles,  in  musical  circles,  and  as  an  active  factor  in 
labor  and  fraternal  organizations. 


WILLIAM  J.  SEARS. 

William  J.  Sears  has  lived  in  Kissimmee  since  he 
was  seven  years  of  age  and  is  today  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  city,  having  thoroughly  identified 
his  interests  with  various  phases  of  professional, 
political  and  fraternal  activity.  An  able  and  dis- 
criminating lawyer,  he  has  achieved  a position  of 
eminence  at  the  bar,  his  practice  covering  litigation 
in  all  the  courts  of  the  state  as  well  as  the  United 
States  supreme  court.  His  life  has  nevertheless  been 
largely  devoted  to  the  public  service  and  the  results  he 
has  accomplished  have  been  significant  and  lasting. 
He  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  county  superin- 


tendent of  schools  and  in  1913  was  elected  attorney 
for  the  county  board  of  commissioners. 

Mr.  Sears  was  born  in  Georgia,  December  4,  1874, 
and  is  a son  of  William  J.  and  Mary  F.  (Fletcher) 
Sears,  the  former  a prominent  physician  and  surgeon. 
The  mother  is  an  aunt  of  Duncan  U.  Fletcher,  United 
States  senator.  The  parents  came  to  Florida  in 
1881  and  six  years  later  the  father  was  appointed  the 
first  county  superintendent  of  Osceola  county.  He 
became  well  known  and  prominent  in  professional 
and  public  life  and  at  his  death  in  1901  left  a wide 
circle  of  friends  to  mourn  his  loss. 

William  J.  Sears,  Jr.,  was  seven  years  of  age  when 
the  family  moved  to  Kissimmee  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city  he  acquired  his  early  education, 
supplementing  this  by  a course  in  the  Florida  State 
College  at  Lake  City,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1895.  Having  determined  to  study  law,  he  entered 
Mercer  University  the  next  year  and  after  completing 
his  studies  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Georgia.  In  1911 
the  University  of  Florida  conferred  upon  him  the  de- 
gree of  A.  B.  Lie  obtained  the  right  to  practice  before 
the  lower  Florida  courts  in  1897  and  in  1905  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state, 
winning  admission  to  practice  before  the  United  States 
supreme  court  in  1912.  He  is  known  as  a strong,  force- 
ful and  able  practitioner,  well  versed  in  the  underlying 
principles  of  his  profession  and  possessed  of  analyti- 
cal and  incisive  qualities  of  mind  which  make  his 
presentations  and  appeals  forceful  and  effective. 

Mr.  Sears’  public  career  began  almost  simultane- 
ously with  his  law  practice.  In  1899  lie  was  elected 
mayor  of  Kissimmee  and  in  this  capacity  gave  to  the 
city  the  services  of  a far-sighted  and  discriminating 
business  man  as  well  as  a capable  politician.  He  was 
for  four  years  president  of  the  city  council  and  in 
1912  served  as  secretary  of  the  second  congressional 
district.  In  the  following  year  he  was  elected  county 
attorney  for  the  county  board  of  commissioners  and 
he  is  still  serving  in  that  position  and  as  county  super- 
intendent of  schools,  to  which  he  was  first  elected  in 
1905.  He  has  made  his  influence  felt  in  two  important 
phases  of  public  life — an  influence  always  broad  in 
its  scope  and  constructive  and  lasting  in  its  results. 

Mr.  Sears  married,  February  21,  1901,  Miss  Daisy 
Watson,  a daughter  of  J.  W.  Watson,  an  artist  and 
photographer  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  a sister 
of  John  W.  Watson,  mayor  of  Miami,  Florida.  They 
have  one  son,  William  Joseph,  Jr.,  the  fourth  of  that 
name. 

Mr.  Sears  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
has  always  taken  an  interest  in  religious  work,  serv- 
ing in  1899  as  president  of  the  Baptist  Young  Peo- 
ples Society  of  Florida.  He  is  very  prominent  'in 
fraternal  circles,  holding  membership  in  the  Inde- 
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pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  On  the  13th  of  March,  1913,  at  the  annual 
session  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  latter  organization, 
held  at  Kissimmee,  he  was  elected  grand  chancellor 
of  the  grand  domain  of  Florida,  the  honor  coming 
to  him  in  recognition  of  his  able  services  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  association  in  the  state  where  he 
has  lived  for  more  than  thirty-one  years.  Mr.  Sears 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and 
is  always  a strong  advocate  of  reform,  progress  and 
advancement  along  all  lines.  He  is  one  of  the  older 
residents  in  Kissimmee  and  has  thoroughly  identi- 
fied his  interests  with  those  of  the  city,  proving  in 
more  than  one  way  a city  builder.  Since  the  begin- 
ning of  his  business  career  he  has  promoted  progress- 
ive public  movements  by  his  indorsement  and  hearty 
cooperation  and  he  today  occupies  a prominent  posi- 
tion in  the  community,  which  is  due  not  so  much  to 
the  success  which  he  has  attained  along  material  lines 
as  to  the  honorable  and  upright  methods  by  which 
it  was  achieved. 


NORBERG  THOMPSON. 

Norberg  Thompson  needs  no  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume,  for  his  name  has  been  a prom- 
inent one  in  Key  West  for  three  generations,  his 
grandfather  having  been  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
the  city.  He  himself  is  today  in  control  of  extensive 
and  important  business  interests  here  and,  although 
still  a young  man,  he  is  leaving  the  impress  of  his 
work  and  personality  upon  local  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial history.  He  was  born  in  Key  West,  Janu- 
ary 17,  1883,  and  his  father,  Thomas  A.  Thompson, 
was  also  a native  of  the  city,  having  resided  here 
throughout  his  entire  life,  spending  his  active  career 
as  a merchant  and  dying  September  19,  1907.  The 
mother,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Mary  M. 
Symonett,  was  born  in  the  Bahama  islands,  of  Eng- 
lish parents.  She  survives  her  husband  and  now 
makes  her  home  in  New  York.  Thomas  A.  Thomp- 
son was  a son  of  John  L.  Thompson,  a sea  captain, 
who  was  born  in  Norway  and  who  on  one  of  his 
voyages  was  wrecked  on  the  Florida  reefs,  drifting 
to  Key  West,  where  he  made  a permanent  location. 
His  real  name  was  John  Norberg,  but,  being  unable 
to  speak  one  word  of  English  and  finding  difficulty 
in  pronouncing  even  his  own  name  in  a way  to  make  it 
understandable  to  English-speaking  people,  he  was 
given  the  name  of  Thompson,  which  he  bore  until 
the  time  of  his  death  and  which  his  descendants 
have  since  assumed.  Captain  Thompson  died  at  Key 


West,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven,  having 
followed  mercantile  pursuits  here  for  many  years. 

Norberg  Thompson  was  reared  in  his  native  city, 
and  there  acquired  his  primary  education.  In  order 
to  complete  his  studies  he  was  sent,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  to  New  York,  where  he  spent  four  years 
in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Military  Academy  at  Ossining- 
on-the-Hudson,  taking  there  his  college  preparatory 
course.  He  afterward  entered  New  York  University, 
in  which  he  spent  four  years,  graduating  from  the 
law  department  in  1906,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
About  this  time  his  father  died  suddenly  and  this 
caused  a complete  change  in  the  plans  which  the  son 
had  made  for  his  future  career,  for  his  intention  to 
enter  upon  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York  city  had 
to  be  abandoned  and  he,  as  the  eldest  son,  was  obliged 
to  return  to  Key  West  and  take  charge  of  his  father's 
extensive  sponge  interests  there  besides  becoming  the 
head  of  a large  family  and  assisting  his  mother  in 
the  management  of  his  father’s  estate.  In  the  sponge 
industry  he  succeeded  his  father  as  representative  of 
several  large  New  York  dealers  in  sponges  and  this 
connection  he  has  since  retained,  it  forming  one  of 
his  important  business  interests  at  the  present  time. 
A man  of  initiative  and  enterprise,  he  has,  however, 
continually  extended  the  scope  of  his  interests  and 
has  now  many  other  representative  business  connec- 
tions, to  the  conduct  of  which  he  brings  keen  discrim- 
ination, a far-reaching  sagacity  and  an  integrity  which 
is  beyond  all  question.  In  1910  he  purchased  the  plant 
belonging  to  the  A.  Granday  Canning  Company  of 
Key  AVest,  a concern  which  had  been  established  sev- 
eral years  before  by  A.  Granday  for  the  purpose  of 
canning  green  turtles  and  making  and  canning  green 
turtle  pates.  Mr.  Thompson  has  since  been  sole  owner 
of  this  concern,  which  is  the  only  factory  in  the 
United  States  in  which  green  turtle  products  are 
handled  exclusively.  In  1911  Mr.  Thompson  estab- 
lished the  Key  AVest  Box  Company  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  cigar  boxes  and  he  has  since  been 
manager  and  part  owner  of  this  concern,  associated 
in  its  conduct  with  William  C.  Trageser,  of  New  York 
city,  who  is  his  father-in-law.  The  Key  AVest  Box 
Company,  although  one  of  the  most  recent  industries 
established  in  the  city,  is  today  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  profitable  ones  and  has  had  a continuous 
growth  since  its  foundation,  much  of  the  credit  for 
its  expansion  being  due  to  Mr.  Thompson’s  initiative 
spirit,  his  excellent  business  ability  and  his  organiz- 
ing power.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  he  has  done 
excellent  work  for  his  native  city,  closely  identifying 
his  interests  with  those  of  the  community  and  pro- 
moting its  general  business  development  by  the 
foundation,  upbuilding  and  development  of  many  im- 
portant industrial  enterprises.  Key  AVest  owes  to  him 
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three  of  the  most  profitable  of  her  business  institu- 
tions and  a still  greater  debt  for  what  he  has  accom- 
plished in  raising  standards  of  business  honor  and 
fair  dealing. 

Mr.  Thompson  married,  on  the  16th  of  February, 
1910,  Miss  Emma  Trageser,  a native  of  New  York 
city,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a son,  John  Norberg 
Thompson,  born  in  September,  1911.  In  his  religious 
views  Mr.  Thompson  is  a Methodist  and  politically 
he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He 
is  preeminently  a business  man  of  the  modern  type, 
industrious,  aggressive  and  enterprising,  but  at  all 
times  honorable  and  upright  in  his  dealings,  and  his 
record  is  a credit  to  a name  that  has  long  been  held 
in  high  esteem  and  honor  in  his  native  city. 


WALTER  CURTIS  WARRINGTON. 

With  a clear  conception  of  both  the  difficulties  and 
possibilities  for  the  development  and  improvement  of 
the  city,  through  the  medium  of  real-estate  transac- 
tions, Walter  Curtis  Warrington,  of  Jacksonville,  a 
practical  business  man  with  keen  foresight  and  expert 
ability,  has  inaugurated  important  real-estate  deals 
in  handling  both  city  and  suburban  property.  Through 
his  operations  he  has  not  only  promoted  his  own 
success  but  has  added  to  the  city’s  development,  im- 
provement and  prosperity,  and  his  fellow  townsmen 
appreciative  of  his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  him 
to  public  office,  so  that  he  is  now  serving  as  a member 
of  the  city  council. 

Mr.  Warrington  is  a native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Salem,  August  9,  1879.  His  parents 
were  David  and  Mary  I.  (Morlan)  Warrington,  who 
came  to  Florida  in  1885  and  settled  in  Jacksonville, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  the  planing  mill  business, 
continuing  an  active  factor  in  industrial  circles  here 
for  a number  of  years,  but  is  now  living  retired. 

In  taking  up  the  history  of  Walter  Curtis  War- 
rington we  present  to  our  readers  the  record  of  one 
who  has  been  almost  a lifelong  resident  of  Jackson- 
ville. Arriving  here  in  his  boyhood  days,  he  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  then  entered  busi- 
ness circles  in  connection  with  his  father’s  planing 
mill,  remaining  with  his  father  for  several  years.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  on  a small 
scale  before  he  attained  his  majority.  He  found  this 
congenial  and  profitable  and  has  continued  in  this 
line  to  the  present  day,  building  up  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. He  now  has  a large  and  gratifying  clientage 
and  handles  city  and  suburban  property.  No  one  is 
more  familiar  with  the  real-estate  market  or  more 
thoroughly  understands  values,  so  that  he  is  enabled 


to  secure  for  patrons  that  which  they  desire  and  also 
makes  satisfactory  sales  for  other  clients. 

Mr.  Warrington  is  now  serving  for  the  second 
term  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  having  been 
elected  from  the  eighth  ward  to  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  Jacksonville  in  1909.  He  made  so 
creditable  a record  during  his  first  term  that  he  was 
reelected  in  1911  and  served  on  several  of  the  more 
important  committees.  He  was  chairman  of  the  park 
and  boulevard  committee,  has  been  a member  of  the 
tax  committee,  and  was  the  means  of  getting  the  city 
assessment  equalization.  He  has  taken  a most  active 
and  helpful  part  in  committee  work  and  exercised 
his  official  prerogatives  in  support  of  many  move- 
ments and  measures  for  the  public  good. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1903,  Mr.  Warrington  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bernice  I.  Butler,  of  Bir- 
mingham, Alabama,  and  they  have  three  children, 
David,  Isabella  and  Curtis.  Mr.  Warrington  holds 
membership  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He 
resides  at  No.  1344  Enterprise  street  and  is  widely 
known  socially  as  well  as  in  business  and  political 
circles. 


FRANK  A.  WOOD. 

Frank  A.  Wood,  president  of  the  Central  National 
Bank  of  St.  Petersburg  and  prominent  in  promoting 
the  business  affairs  and  other  interests  which  are  mak- 
ing this  one  of  the  progressive,  energetic  and  growing 
cities  of  the  south,  was  elected  one  of  the  first  county 
commissioners  of  Pinellas  county  after  having  taken 
active  part  in  the  division  of  Hillsboro  county  whereby 
Pinellas  was  created.  He  was  born  in  Brownsville, 
Ontario,  Canada,  March  31,  1861,  a son  of  E.  F.  and 
Mary  (Cosgrove)  Wood,  who  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land, born  near  Belfast,  in  which  locality  they  were 
reared  and  married.  About  1850  they  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  Canada  and  remained  residents  there  until 
the  death  of  the  mother  in  1862.  The  father  after- 
ward married  again  and  removed  to  Michigan  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  demise. 

Frank  A.  Wood  was  the  youngest  of  a family  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  and  following  the  death  of 
his  mother  was  adopted  by  a family  of  the  name  of 
Andrews  and  was  reared  by  them  at  the  place  of  his 
birth.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Brownville  and  in  the  normal  school  at 
Ottawa  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  began  teach- 
ing, which  profession  he  followed  for  three  years. 
He  later  attended  the  Brantford  Collegiate  Institute 
in  his  native  province  and  afterward  again  taught  for 
a year.  He  next  went  to  Michigan  where  he  entered 
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the  lumber  woods  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper,  re- 
maining there  until  1888,  when  he  made  his  way  to 
Seattle,  where  he  occupied  a room  in  the  first  building 
that  burned  in  the  great  fire  of  that  city  in  1889.  He 
was  there  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  by 
the  Bothell  Lumber  Company  until  1891  and  later 
spent  some  time  in  the  mining  regions  of  British 
Columbia,  becoming  part  owner  and  manager  of  the 
Last  Chance  Mining  Company,  situated  in  the  silver 
and  lead  regions  of  British  Columbia,  known  as  the 
Kootenay  section.  He  disposed  of  his  mining  interests, 
however,  in  1900,  and  came  to  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 

In  the  previous  year  Mr.  Wood  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Annie  B.  Shepard,  a native  of  Sheboy- 
gan Falls,  Wisconsin,  their  marriage  being  celebrated 
in  Los  Angeles,  California,  on  the  21st  of  June,  1899. 
It  was  through  the  influence  of  E.  H.  Tomlinson,  an 
old  mining  partner,  who  resided  in  St.  Petersburg, 
that  Frank  A.  Wood  came  to  Pinellas  county.  Dur- 
ing the  first  years  of  his  residence  here  he  erected  the 
first  brick  building  in  the  town  known  as  the  F.  A. 
Wood  block.  He  did  not  become  a permanent  resident 
until  1904  when  he  acquired  a tract  of  land  and  erected 
a beautiful  residence  at  the  southern  edge  of  the  town 
known  as  Brookside.  In  April,  1905,  he  organized 
the  Central  National  Bank  of  which  he  has  since  been 
president.  This  is  one  of  the  strong  financial  insti- 
tutions not  only  ’of  Pinellas  county  but  also  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  It  has  a cash  capital  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  and  surplus  and  profits  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  bank  building  is  a fine,  sub- 
stantial structure,  built  in  attractive  style  of  architec- 
ture, and  the  furnishing  and  equipment  of  the  bank 
are  most  complete,  including  safety  deposit  boxes  in 
steel  and  concrete  vaults.  The  bank's  books  show  an 
increase  in  deposits  in  the  last  year  of  four  hundred 
and  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  dol- 
lars. The  business  of  the  bank  is  conducted  along  safe 
and  conservative  lines  and  the  policy  commends  the 
institution  to  the  patronage  of  the  public. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wood  has  been  a lifelong  democrat 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in  the  United  States 
for  Grover  Cleveland.  He  was  a candidate  for  state 
senator  in  1908,  polling  ninety  per  cent  of  the  vote  in 
that  section  which  is  now  Pinellas  county  and  receiving 
the  vote  of  the  remainder  of  what  then  was  Hillsboro 
county,  but  was  defeated  by  the  vote  in  other  sections 
of  the  district,  his  opponent  being  Don  C.  McMillan, 
a resident  of  Tampa.  On  the  organization  of  the 
county,  January  1,  1912.  Mr.  Wood  was  elected  county 
commissioner.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
civic  affairs,  cooperating  in  many  movements  which 
have  been  of  direct  benefit  to  the  city  and  county,  and 
his  aid  can  always  be  counted  upon  as  an  effective 
force  for  public  good.  Lie  was  one  of  the  organizers 


of  the  Bayboro  Company,  which  owns  large  real-estate 
holdings  adjoining  St.  Petersburg  that  are  now  being 
developed  and  improved.  Whatever  he  undertakes  he 
carries  forward  to  successful  completion,  his  marked 
energy  and  enterprise  enabling  him  to  overcome  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  and  work  his  way  steadily  up- 
ward to  success.  The  bank  building  which  he  erected 
is  an  important  factor  in  the  architectural  adornment 
of  St.  Petersburg.  It  is  a four-story,  reinforced  con- 
crete building,  which  was  erected  at  a cost  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  and  is  most  complete  in  all  of 
its  equipment.  The  success  of  the  bank,  which  was 
organized  July  1,  1905,  with  a capital  stock  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in 
1907  the  capital  was  increased  to  fifty  thousand  dollars 
and  on  the  1st  of  July,  1912,  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  Wood  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  Club  of  which  he  is  a valued  member,  and 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Pass-a-Grille  Yacht  and  Anglers 
Club.  He  is  likewise  a charter  member  and  trustee  of 
Lodge  No.  1224,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while  his  wife  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church.  She  is  a fine  vocalist 
and  was  teacher  of  vocal  music  in  Olivet  College,  in 
Michigan,  for  thirteen  years.  She  possesses  a strong 
and  powerful  yet  sweet  and  well  modulated  voice  and 
is  regarded  as  a valuable  addition  to  musical  circles  of 
St.  Petersburg.  Both  are  prominent  socially  and  their 
attractive  home  is  justly  celebrated  for  its  warm- 
hearted hospitality. 


JAMES  J.  VINZANT. 

James  J.  Vinzant,  who  since  1896  has  been  con- 
tinuously in  office  as  county  treasurer  of  Volusia 
county,  is  numbered  among  the  pioneers  in  Florida 
and  honored  also  as  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  He 
was  born  in  Tattnall  county,  Georgia,  October  30, 
1836,  and  acquired  his  education  in  private  schools 
in  that  section.  When  he  was  ten  years  of  age  he 
came  with  his  father  to  Florida  and  settled  on  a 
farm,  where  he  made  his  home  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war.  He  then  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Sec- 
ond Florida  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  J.  W. 
Starke,  and  served  for  four  years,  taking  part  in 
many  hotly  contested  engagements  and  proving  him- 
self a loyal  and  courageous  soldier.  He  was  with  Lee 
in  Virginia,  was  wounded  at  Richmond  in  the  famous 
seven  day  battle  and  confined  to  the  hospital  for  four 
weeks,  after  which  he  was  sent  home  on  a furlough. 
After  two  months,  however,  he  rejoined  his  regiment, 
continuing  with  it  until  he  was  again  wounded  at  the 
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battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  was  incapacitated  only  a 
short  time,  however,  and  later  rejoined  his  troop,  con- 
tinuing with  it  until  Lee’s  surrender  in  1865,  after 
which  he  received  his  honorable  discharge.  With  a 
creditable  military  record  he  returned  to  Georgia  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Florida,  where  he  has  since 
been  a continuous  resident,  the  state  now  numbering 
him  among  her  honored  pioneers.  In  1867  estab- 
lished himself  as  an  orange  grower  in  Volusia  county 
and  his  groves  were  among  the  finest  in  this  section, 
for  his  methods  of  culture  were  always  practical  and 
progressive.  Lie  continued  in  this  line  of  work  until 
1896,  when  he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  an  of- 
fice to  which  he  has  been  continuously  reelected  since 
that  time.  His  sincerity  of  purpose,  his  progressive 
spirit  and  his  keen  interest  in  the  promotion  of  the 
welfare  and  growth  of  the  community  are  widely 
recognized  and  have  made  him  popular  among  his 
fellow  citizens,  whose  interests  he  so  ably  serves.  At 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  he  is  still  an  active  factor  in 
the  world’s  work  and  a man  whose  name  is  honored 
and  respected  wherever  it  is  known. 

Mr.  Vinzant  married,  December  30,  1868,  Miss 
Elsie  Prevatt,  of  Columbia  county,  Florida,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children:  John  T.,  a mer- 
chant in  Jacksonville;  Carrie,  who  married  J.  A.  Mc- 
Clellan, a farmer  in  De  Land;  Nannie,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Benjamin  J.  Holmes,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  near  Trenton,  Florida;  Nora,  who 
married  Joseph  H.  Davis,  a postal  clerk  in  De  Land; 
Adelaide,  who  is  serving  under  her  father  as  deputy 
treasurer  of  Volusia  county,  and  James  H.,  a mer- 
chant in  Jacksonville. 

Mr.  Vizant  is  a Master  Mason  and  belongs  to  the 
Confederate  Veterans  Association.  He  is  a mem- 
ber and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Old  Settlers 
Association  and  is  one  of  Volusia  county’s  notable 
pioneers,  having  watched  almost  the  entire  develop- 
ment of  the  section  and  having  to  a great  extent  as- 
sisted in  its  promotion.  In  spirit  and  interests  he 
seems  yet  in  his  prime  and  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  De  Land,  being  classed  with  worthy  and 
representative  citizens. 


JAMES  C.  VERTREES. 

In  former  ages  history  was  a record  of  war  and 
conquest ; today  the  annals  of  the  country  have  to 
do  with  the  business  development  of  a community 
and  those  who  are  most  active  in  shaping  history  are 
those  who  have  control  of  important  commercial,  in- 
dustrial or  professional  interests.  In  this  connec- 
tion, therefore,  it  is  imperative  that  mention  be  made 


of  James  C.  Vertrees,  now  conducting  a wholesale 
business  as  a dealer  in  feed,  grain  and  fertilizers  at 
Palatka.  A native  of  Missouri,  he  was  born  in  1856 
and  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  taken  to  Tennes- 
see by  his  parents,  James  C.  and  Susan  Catharine 
(Lee)  Vertrees,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  North 
Carolina  respectively.  They  were  married  in  the 
latter  state  and  removed  to  Missouri,  going  thence 
to  Tennessee  where  they  took  up  their  abode  upon  a 
farm.  Their  last  days,  however,  were  spent  in  Palatka, 
the  year  1884  witnessing  their  removal  to  this  city. 
At  different  times  James  C.  Vertrees,  Sr.,  filled  im- 
portant political  positions.  While  in  Missouri  he  was 
county  judge  and  also  held  county  and  state  offices 
in  Tennessee.  Wherever  he  went  he  won  friends  and 
was  accounted  a popular  and  valued  citizen.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  and  was  ever  loyal 
to  the  beneficent  teachings  which  underlie  this  order. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being:  John  J., 
an  attorney  of  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Kate  L.,  the 
widow  of  J.  N.  Walton,  of  Palatka;  James  C.,  of 
this  review;  and  W.  O.,  who  is  also  an  attorney. 

James  C.  Vertrees,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  largely  in  Ten- 
nessee, his  early  life  being  passed  upon  the  home  farm. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  upon  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  connection  with  his  father  at  Gal- 
latin, Tennessee,  where  they  remained  until  1884, 
when  they  came  to  Palatka,  where  the  son  has  since 
resided.  He  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  oldest  com- 
mercial enterprise  in  this  city,  the  business  being 
established  in  1884  by  James  C.  Vertrees,  his  father, 
and  his  brother-in-law,  J.  N.  Walton  under  the  firm 
style  of  Vertrees  & Company,  which  name  is  still  con- 
tinued. The  father  passed  away  in  1907,  after  which 
the  business  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Vertrees  and  his 
brother-in-law  until  the  latter’s  death  in  May,  1911. 
Mr.  Vertrees  is  now  sole  owner  of  an  enterprise  which 
has  continuously  grown  and  developed.  It  was  started 
as  a retail  store  but  is  now  conducted  along  whole- 
sale lines  only  and  shipments  of  feed,  grain  and  fer- 
tilizers are  made  to  all  parts  of  the  state.  At  times 
Mr.  Vertrees  has  traveled  for  the  house,  practically 
covering  Florida.  Before  the  memorable  freeze  he 
made  a specialty  of  handling  box  materials  but  now 
devotes  his  attention  mostly  to  the  feed  and  fertilizer 
trade.  His  business  has  reached  gratifying  propor- 
tions and  his  energy,  industry  and  capable  manage- 
ment have  been  important  factors  in  its  growth. 

Mr.  Vertrees  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  as 
a supporter  of  democratic  principles  and  is  interested 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his 
community.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  his  life,  upright,  honorable,  active 
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and  enterprising,  commends  him  to  the  confidence, 
good-will  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated.  He  has  ever  closely  studied  the 
features  of  the  trade  with  which  he  is  connected  and 
his  success  has  been  the  direct  outcome  of  his  energy, 
sound  judgment  and  the  careful  direction  of  his  in- 
terests. 


JOHN  PHILLIPOFF. 

Russia  has  given  to  Clearwater  a substantial  citi- 
zen in  John  Phillipoff,  a contractor  and  builder,  who 
has  erected  many  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  city 
in  which  he  now  makes  his  home.  He  was  born  in 
southern  Russia,  February  22,  1869,  and  is  a son  of 
Demetre  and  Alexandra  Phillipoff,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  their  native  land.  The  father  was  a 
large  landowner  and  man  of  affluence,  who  served  as 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Warsaw,  Poland,  for  many  years 
and  there  spent  his  last  days.  The  family  numbered 
seven  children,  three  now  deceased,  while  four  are 
yet  living.  Three  of  the  sons  became  officers  in  the 
Russian  navy  and  have  made  visits  to  the  United 
States.  Nicholas  D.  Phillipoff  had  the  superintend- 
ance of  the  building  of  the  Russian  ship  Retvzan, 
which  was  built  in  the  Cramp  shipyard  at  Philadelphia 
and  exploded  during  the  Japanese  war.  This  brother 
died  in  1912.  Another  brother,  Demetre,  is  now  in 
the  navy.  The  eldest  brother,  Michael,  was  lost  at 
sea  while  serving  in  the  navy,  and  George  Phillipoff 
is  now  an  attorney  at  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  John 
Phillipoff  is  a nephew  of  Theodore  Kamensky,  the 
noted  Russian  sculptor  and  artist  of  Clearwater. 

When  twelve  years  of  age  John  Phillipoff  went  to 
England,  where  he  resided  with  G.  Kamensky,  who 
was  then  the  Russian  consul  at  London,  remaining 
with  him  for  about  a year.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1883, 
he  arrived  in  New  York  city  with  the  purpose  of 
joining  his  uncle  in  Florida,  and  was  a resident  of 
Clearwater  until  1893,  when  he  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  had  charge  of  the  exhibits  of  the  ministry  of  Rus- 
sia, that  is  the  czar’s  personal  exhibit.  He  spent 
two  years  in  Chicago  and  then  returned  to  Clear- 
water, where  he  has  since  engaged  in  business  as  a 
contractor  and  builder.  He  has  not  only  erected  many 
of  the  finest  homes  here  but  is  also  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  residences  of  the  place. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  coming  to  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Phillipoff  became  a naturalized  American 
citizen.  He  was  reared  in  the  Russian  Greek  church, 
but  he  and  his  wife  are  now  identified  with  the  Epis- 
copal church.  He  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 


merce and  is  helpfully  interested  in  its  various  projects 
for  the  public  good. 

In  1905,  in  Clearwater,  Mr.  Phillipoff  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Grace  Langdon  Cullen,  a native 
of  Illinois,  and  they  now  have  one  son,  Ivan.  Mr. 
Phillipoff  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  deter- 
mination to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  he  has  found 
excellent  business  opportunities  and  in  their  improve- 
ment has  gradually  worked  his  way  upward  until  he 
now  has  high  standing  in  business  circles  and  enjoys 
in  large  measure  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his 
fellowmen. 


WILLIAM  I.  HUFFSTETLER. 

William  I.  Huffstetler,  a prominent  boatbuilder  in 
Miami  and  the  proprietor  of  the  Miami  Yacht  & Ma- 
chine Works,  was  born  in  Henry  county,  Tennessee, 
July  4,  1876.  He  is  a son  of  John  B.  and  Isabella  P. 
(Mooney)  Huffstetler,  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
whose  marriage  occurred  in  Tennessee.  The  father 
was  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
Civil  war  and  before  and  after  that  conflict  followed 
the  machinist’s  trade  in  Henry  county,  where  he  died 
in  1883,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  After  his  death 
his  widow  came  to  Florida  with  her  son  William  I. 
and  her  daughter  Daisy,  and  settled  in  Orlando, 
where  she  now  resides. 

William  I.  Huffstetler  was  reared  in  Orlando  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  community.  He  later  attended  Rollins  College 
in  Winter  Park,  Florida,  and  also  took  a business 
course  in  Orlando,  studying  bookkeeping  and  stenog- 
raphy. At  the  early  age  of  fourteen  he  became  a 
professional  bicyclist  and  for  a period  of  ten  years 
thereafter  was  one  of  the  most  famous  bicycle  racers 
in  the  United  States,  participating  in  many  of  the 
national  and  international  tournaments  held  in  this 
country  between  1890  and  1900.  In  1896  he  won 
the  world’s  championship  for  the  six  day  bicycle  race 
held  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York,  and  in 
this  line  of  work  won  other  rewards  and  honors.  I11 
1900,  however,  he  located  in  Palm  Beach,  Florida, 
and  turned  his  attention  to  business  pursuits,  engag- 
ing for  seven  years  as  a dealer  in  automobiles,  gas 
engines,  bicycles  and  wheel  chairs.  I11  1907  he  re- 
moved to  Miami  and  became  active  as  a boatbuilder, 
securing  an  excellent  business  along  this  line.  He 
purchased  in  February,  1912,  the  entire  plant  owned 
by  the  Miami  Yacht  & Machine  Company  and  incor- 
porated the  concern  and  became  the  sole  owner, 
changing  the  name  of  the  company  to  the  Miami 
Yacht  & Machine  Works,  under  which  title  he  still 
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does  business.  He  controls  now  one  of  the  foremost 
boat-building  enterprises  in  the  city  and  under  his 
capable  and  practical  management  it  has  made  steady 
and  continuous  growth.  He  is  himself  interested  in 
yachting  and  a keen  lover  of  the  sport,  being  the 
owner  of  the  Kimah,  a fine  eighty  foot  boat,  which 
he  purchased  for  his  own  private  use. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1902,  Mr.  Huffstetler  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Spraker,  of  Sharon  Springs,  New  York, 
and  both  are  well  known  in  social  circles  of  Miami. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Huffstetler  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  is  a member  of  the  Tarpon  and 
Miami  Clubs  and  is  a man  who  commands  the  con- 
fidence and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact  either  in  social  or  business  life. 


ELBERT  Z.  JONES. 

Elbert  Z.  Jones  has  inaugurated  some  of  the  most 
important  realty  transfers  of  Florida  and  ranks  with 
the  most  prominent  representatives  of  real-estate  inter- 
ests in  Jacksonville.  All  the  days  in  his  career  have  not 
been  equally  bright  and  at  times  he  has  seen  the  storm 
clouds  gather,  but  in  the  real-estate  field  he  has  found 
a business  that  has  proven  both  congenial  and  profit- 
able, and  his  ability  in  this  line  is  attested  by  the 
splendid  success  which  has  come  to  him.  His  name 
is  today  well  known  throughout  the  state  in  this  sec- 
tion. He  was  born  in  Hillsboro  county,  Florida,  July 
5,  1878.  His  father,  James  Alfred  Jones,  was  a soldier 
of  the  Union  army  and  a republican  in  politics.  He 
died  when  his  son  Elbert  was  but  three  and  a half 
years  of  age.  The  mother  was  Sarah  Patience  Jones, 
a lady  of  most  even  disposition  and  temperament, 
whose  middle  name  of  Patience  was  given  to  her 
when  she  was  twelve  years  of  age  because  of  her 
amiable  qualities.  The  mother  was  left  with  a large 
family  to  support  and  as  they  were  old  enough  they 
were  forced  to  start  out  in  life  on  their  own  account 
because  of  the  straitened  family  finances.  E.  Z. 
Jones  never  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  a graded 
school  and  was  a student  in  country  schools  for  only 
six  terms.  Sometimes  he  had  to  walk  two  miles  and 
at  others  six  miles  to  school,  and  thus  his  education 
was  acquired  under  adverse  circumstances,  but  in  the 
school  of  experience  he  has  learned  many  valuable 
lessons  and  has  become  a well  informed  man.  He 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account  when  a young 
lad  of  twelve  years  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  began 
working  for  himself  in  the  hammocks  of  Manatee, 
where  for  two  or  three  years  he  engaged  in  raising 
vegetables.  Succeeding  in  that  undertaking,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  merchandising  but  failed  in  the  latter 


venture.  He  afterward  went  upon  the  road,  spending 
three  years  as  a commercial  traveler,  and  then  again 
entered  the  mercantile  field,  but  once  more  met  failure. 
He  next  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at  Lake- 
land, Florida,  in  1902.  In  this  he  found  a field  of 
labor  for  which  he  was  eminently  fitted  and  has  been 
very  successful  during  the  eleven  years  in  which  he 
has  been  a representative  of  real-estate  interests.  He 
has  handled  some  of  the  largest  deals  ever  put 
through  in  Florida.  For  four  years  he  was  purchaser 
for  the  largest  land  syndicate  ever  operated  in  the  state 
and  from  them  received  the  highest  recommendations. 
In  the  earlier  years  he  advertised  largely,  utilizing  or- 
iginal methods  in  making  himself  known  to  the  public 
and  in  bringing  before  the  people  the  property  which 
he  was  handling.  In  this  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
success  which  he  has  budded  by  enterprise,  unflagging 
energy  and  unfaltering  determination.  He  has  thor- 
oughly informed  himself  concerning  Florida  and  her 
lands,  and  his  knowledge  of  all  purchasable  property 
is  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  his  success.  His  busi- 
ness was  organized  and  incorporated  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1912,  under  the  name  of  the  E.  Z.  Jones  Realty 
Company,  in  which  he  has  some  of  the  best  people  of 
the  state  as  his  business  associates.  His  initials  have 
earned  for  him  the  sobriquet  '‘Easy”  Jones,  and  the 
name  is  indicative  of  both  his  disposition  and  his 
methods  of  dealing  with  his  friends.  He  never  de- 
mands payment  at  the  sacrifice  of  others’  interests  and 
his  own  honesty  and  reliability  seem  to  beget  for  him 
the  same  treatment  on  the  part  of  others. 

On  September  1,  1901,  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Maggie  Penelope  Dampier,  a daughter  of 
John  G.  Dampier,  and  they  have  two  sons:  Elbert 
Z.,  eleven  years  of  age;  and  John  Alfred,  who  was 
named  for  his  paternal  grandfather  and  is  now  in  his 
sixth  year.  Although  Mr.  Jones’  father  was  a repub- 
lican, our  subject  was  reared  in  the  atmosphere  of  the 
democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  always  strictly  ad- 
hered, and  for  ten  years  he  has  been  an  ardent  friend 
and  strong  supporter  of  Park  Trammell,  the  present 
governor.  The  legislature  of  Florida  in  1913  created 
the  office  of  state  game  and  fish  commissioner  and 
Governor  Trammell  in  August,  1913,  appointed  E.  Z. 
Jones  to  this  office. 


BERTRAM  J.  SOUTHALL. 

Bertram  J.  Southall,  proprietor  of  the  boat  and 
storage  yard  in  Miami  which  bears  his  name,  was 
born  in  Wales,  January  26,  1879,  a son  °f  John  and 
Anna  C.  (Moreton)  Southall.  The  family  came  to 
America  in  1880  and  settled  on  the  New  Jersey  coast, 
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on  Sandy  Hook  bay,  where  Bertram  J.  Southall  grew 
to  manhood.  He  early  showed  great  ability  as  a 
mechanician  and  learned  the  mechanic’s  trade,  study- 
ing also  mechanical  draughting.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  early  manhood  in  New  Jersey  but  in  1903 
came  to  Florida,  settling  first  at  Palm  Beach  and 
after  two  years  in  Miami,  where  he  has  since  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  boat  business,  his  specialty  being 
boat  repairing.  He  owns  the  B.  J.  Southall  Boat  & 
Storage  Yard  and  there  cares  for  boats  of  every  de- 
scription which  ply  upon  the  waters  adjacent  to  Miami. 
He  does  a large  and  lucrative  business,  the  extent  of 
which  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  during  the 
four  months  constituting  the  boating  season  of  1912 
two  hundred  and  ten  yachts  were  repaired,  overhauled 
and  put  into  condition  in  his  yards. 

On  April  2,  1906,  Mr.  Southall  married  Miss  Mol- 
lie  Catharine  Pettigrew,  who  was  born  in  Mahoning 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  8,  1876.  Mr.  Southall 
is  accounted  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of 
Miami  and  has  gained  his  prosperity  through  spe- 
cialization and  through  the  intelligent  development 
of  natural  mechanical  talent.  His  place  in  the  busi- 
ness world  is  today  a prominent  one  and  his  record 
should  serve  to  encourage  and  inspire  others,  show- 
ing as  it  does  what  may  be  accomplished  by  honor- 
able and  continuous  effort. 


JOHN  P.  MACE. 

No  history  of  Volusia  county  would  be  complete 
without  mention  of  John  P.  Mace,  who  came  to  this 
section  of  Florida  in  1885  and  has  since  been  prom- 
inent in  many  lines  of  activity  which  have  directly 
effected  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the  commun- 
ity. He  is  known  as  the  builder  of  many  of  the  finest 
public,  semi-public  and  private  structures  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state  but  has  now  abandoned  his  work  as 
a contractor,  directing  all  of  his  attention  to  the 
development  of  his  orange  groves  and  the  advance- 
ment of  the  various  business  interests  with  which  he 
is  connected. 

Mr.  Mace  was  born  in  Clermont  county,  Ohio, 
November  18,  3847,  and  was  reared  upon  a farm  in 
that  section.  After  laying  aside  his  books  he  learned 
carpentering  and  then  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  at  Wyoming,  Ohio,  until  he  came  to  Flor- 
ida in  1885  and  settled  in  Volusia  county,  where  lie 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  planted  extensive  orange 
groves  here  and  likewise  continued  his  work  as  a 
builder,  erecting  almost  all  of  the  residences  in  his 
locality  and  many  of  the  homes,  business  houses  and 
public  buildings  in  De  Land,  Daytona  and  Orange 


City.  He  erected  two  of  the  John  B.  Stetson  Uni- 
versity buildings,  the  Volusia  county  courthouse,  the 
Conrad  building  at  Daytona  and  the  Fisher  building 
at  De  Land,  all  of  which  stand  as  testimonials  to  his 
ability  and  artistic  skill.  He  continued  his  identifi- 
cation with  contracting  and  building  until  1903,  when 
he  retired  from  that  line  of  work,  centering  his  at- 
tention upon  the  development  of  his  fine  orange 
groves.  He  has  now  seventy-five  acres  of  land  planted 
in  this  fruit,  his  trees  yielding  an  average  of  fifteen 
thousand  boxes  per  year.  In  addition  Mr.  Mace  is 
vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  De  Land, 
an  institution  which  he  aided  in  organizing  in  1911. 

Mr.  Mace  was  married  January  4,  1872,  to  Miss 
Luella  Poole,  of  Bethel,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  L.  T. 
and  Serena  Poole,  the  former  of  whom  engaged  in 
farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mace  have  two  children : 
Poring  Poole,  who  is  engaged  in  fruit  growing  in 
partnership  with  his  father  at  Lake  Plelen;  and  Mar- 
jorie Lorain,  who  is  a student  in  the  Stetson  Uni- 
versity. 

Mr.  Mace  is  eminently  progressive  and  public-spir- 
ited in  matters  of  citizenship  and  active  in  his  sup- 
port of  all  measures  and  movements  for  the  general 
good.  He  was  first  mayor  of  Lake  Helen  and  is  now 
trustee  of  the  Village  Improvement  Association  and 
a member  of  the  city  council,  positions  which  afford 
him  an  opportunity  to  accomplish  much  constructive 
and  beneficial  work  along  lines  of  municipal  growth. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  is  serving 
as  deacon,  being  well  known  as  a man  of  exemplary 
character.  A resident  of  Volusia  county  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a century,  he  has  seen  a great  deal  of  the 
business  and  agricultural  development  of  the  section 
and  during  the  years  has  gained  many  friends  by 
reason  of  an  upright  and  honorable  life  which  every- 
where commands  regard  and  confidence. 


HON.  ERNEST  PERCIVAL  ROBERTS. 

Throughout  a period  of  residence  in  Key  West 
covering  fifteen  years  the  Hon.  Ernest  Percival  Rob- 
erts has  made  his  influence  felt  upon  the  legal,  polit- 
ical and  fraternal  life  of  the  city  and,  ever  adhering 
to  high  professional  and  personal  ideals,  has  taken 
his  place  among  substantial  and  leading  citizens.  He 
is  not  only  one  of  the  most  able  and  successful  law- 
yers in  the  city  but  is  also  active  in  public  life,  serv- 
ing at  present  as  county  solicitor  of  Monroe  county, 
his  election  to  that  position  coming  a few  years  after 
his  excellent  service  as  a member  of  the  Florida  legis- 
lature. 
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Mr.  Roberts  is  a native  of  the  Bahama  islands,  born 
on  Harbor  island,  December  8,  1870,  a son  of  John 
Henry  and  Charlotte  (Albury)  Roberts,  natives  of 
the  same  place,  both  of  whom  now  reside  in  Key  West, 
the  father  living  retired  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  During  his  active  life  he  engaged  in  teaching, 
following  that  occupation  first  in  the  Bahama  islands 
and  later  in  Key  West,  where  he  located  in  1890.  On 
both  sides  Mr.  Roberts  is  of  Welsh  descent  but  five 
generations  of  his  family  have  lived  on  Harbor  island, 
where  their  name  has  been  an  honored  and  respected 
one  for  many  years. 

Hon.  Ernest  P.  Roberts  remained  in  the  Bahamas 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  was  then  sent 
to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  entered  the  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  grammar  grades  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years.  He  afterward  spent  two 
years  in  a seminary  at  Pennington,  New  Jersey,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1890  entered  Princeton  University,  where 
he  completed  a full  classical  course,  receiving  his  de- 
gree of  B.  A.  in  1894.  Having  determined  to  study 
law,  he  enrolled  in  the  New  York  Law  School  and 
from  that  institution  received  his  degree  in  1897. 
While  still  pursuing  his  studies  there  he  held  a clerical 
position  with  a New  York  law  firm  and  thus  got  the 
advantage  of  excellent  practical  experience  beside 
earning  enough  money  to  pay  a portion  of  his  tuition. 
In  February,  1898,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
state  of  New  York  but  he  did  not  begin  practice  there, 
coming  to  Key  West,  where  in  May  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  courts  of  Florida.  He  has  since 
remained  a resident  of  this  city  and  has  met  with 
marked  success,  his  patronage  steadily  increasing  as 
his  ability  and  knowledge  became  more  widely  known. 
He  has  been  connected  with  a great  deal  of  impor- 
tant litigation  and  has  conducted  his  cases  ably  and 
successfully,  proving  lucid  in  argument,  concise  in 
presentation  and  forceful  in  his  appeals  before  the 
court. 

Mr.  Roberts  has  been  carried  forward  into  impor- 
tant relations  with  public  life  in  the  course  of  his  years 
of  residence  in  Florida  and  he  is  well  known  through- 
out the  state  by  reason  of  his  able  service  in  the  legis- 
lature, to  which  he  was  elected  in  1905.  In  1910  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  solicitor  for  a four 
year  term  and  he  is  now  serving,  discharging  his 
duties  in  an  able,  conscientious  and  competent  way. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1900,  Mr.  Roberts  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eugenia  Fales,  a native 
of  Matanzas,  Cuba,  but  from  her  infancy  reared  in 
Key  West.  They  have  two  sons : Ernest  Edward, 

born  on  the  5th  of  October,  1901  ; and  William  Har- 
old, born  January  6,  1907.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a member 
of  the  Monroe  County  Bar  Association,  the  Key  West 
Board  of  Trade  and  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 


is  active  and  prominent  in  all  movements  looking 
toward  commercial,  political  or  professional  advance- 
ment. He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  holding 
membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he 
is  now  grand  master  at  arms.  He  is  past  chancellor 
in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  past  noble  grand  in  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  past  sachem  in 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and  he  is  affiliated 
also  with  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle.  In  the 
city  where  he  has  resided  since  1898  he  has  become 
widely  and  favorably  known,  his  work  being  of  a 
character  to  win  public  recognition.  He  has  never 
faltered  in  the  performance  of  a duty  whether  of  a 
public  or  private  character  and  has  long  since  proven 
himself  a worthy  and  valued  citizen  of  Key  West,  his 
labors  constituting  an  element  in  the  work  of  general 
progress  and  advancement. 


JOSEPH  R.  PARROTT. 

Engineering  journals,  scientific  publications,  popu- 
lar magazines  and  the  newspapers  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country  have  devoted  much  space  in 
recent  years  to  the  history  of  the  building  and  develop- 
ment of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway.  In  con- 
nection therewith  the  name  of  Henry  M.  Flagler 
stands  foremost,  and  since  1892  Joseph  R.  Parrott, 
now  president  of  the  road,  has  come  more  and  more 
into  prominence  as  Mr.  Flagler’s  assistant.  The  latter, 
however,  ever  attributed  to  the  former  the  high  honor 
accorded  to  a man  whose  initiative,  capability  and 
powers  of  organization  have  established  in  the  state 
a project,  the  far-reaching  and  beneficial  effects  of 
which  are  inestimable,  constituting  in  immeasurable 
manner  the  great  source  of  Florida’s  improvement 
and  prosperity  in  the  last  two  decades. 

Mr.  Parrott  is  a native  of  Oxford,  Maine,  born 
October  30,  1859.  Yale  numbers  him  among  her 
alumni  and  following  his  graduation  there  on  the 
completion  of  a classical  course  in  1883  he  spent 
two  years  in  the  law  department  of  that  celebrated 
institution.  When  qualified  for  active  practice  at  the 
bar  he  came  to  Florida  and  entered  upon  the  work 
of  the  profession  in  this  state  in  November,  1885. 
The  following  year  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Helen  L.  Mercer,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Helen.  Their  home  is  one 
of  the  attractive  social  centers  of  Jacksonville  and, 
moreover,  they  are  widely  known  throughout  the  state. 

Following  his  arrival  in  the  south  Mr.  Parrott  con- 
centrated his  energies  largely  upon  railroad  law  and 
became  attorney  for  the  Jacksonville,  Tampa  & Key 
West  system  which  he  thus  represented  from  1885 
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until  1888.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  made  general 
counsel  for  the  road  and  so  continued  until  June, 
1892.  In  his  professional  capacity  he  was  becoming 
more  and  more  largely  interested  in  the  management 
and  operation  of  railway  affairs  as  well  as  in  safe- 
guarding its  legal  interests.  In  March,  1890,  he  was 
appointed  receiver  for  the  Florida  Southern  Railroad 
and  in  that  capacity  managed  the  business  of  the  road 
for  two  years.  In  1892  he  became  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad 
which  was  then  a part  of  the  Jacksonville,  Tampa  & 
Key  West  system,  having  about  one  hundred  and  ten 
miles  of  track.  The  moving  spirit  behind  this  great 
enterprise  was  Henry  M.  Flagler,  whose  foresight  saw 
and  enabled  him  to  recognize  the  opportunities  and 
needs  of  railroad  building  in  Florida,  and  in  this 
particular  he  kept  pace  with  the  progressive  spirit 
which  was  being  manifest  in  business  lines  and  at 
once  began  extending  the  road,  anticipating  in  large 
measure  the  need  for  transportation  facilities.  When 
Mr.  Parrott  was  elected  vice  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  in  March,  1892,  he  retired  from  the 
position  of  general  counsel  in  order  to  concentrate 
his  attention  upon  the  permanent  development  of  the 
system  and  cooperate  with  Mr.  Flagler  in  the  building 
of  the  great  line  which  has  awakened  admiration 
throughout  the  world.  Controlling  this  undertaking 
was  a man  to  whose  work  all  America  points  with 
pride,  and  none  more  so  than  Mr.  Parrott  who  has 
ever  recognized  the  splendid  ability  of  Henry  M. 
Flagler.  Plans  were  immediately  made  for  extend- 
ing the  line  which  in  1896  reached  Miami.  Difficult 
engineering  projects  had  to  be  solved,  owing  to  the 
proximity  of  the  sea  producing  many  bays  and  inlets. 
At  Miami  dredging  was  begun  on  the  bar  and  the 
company  succeeded  in  getting  twelve  feet  of  water 
where  before  there  had  been  but  seven  and  a half. 
With  the  development  of  sea-going  facilities  three 
steamship  lines  to  Nassau,  Havana  and  Key  West 
were  established  as  adjunct  factors  to  the  railway 
traffic.  At  present  this  magnificent  system  has  in 
operation  over  six  hundred  miles  of  road,  the  main 
line  alone  extending  over  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  miles  from  Jacksonville  to  Miami  and  passing 
through  the  most  beautiful  and  picturesque  portion 
of  the  state.  But  the  most  important  and  difficult 
feature  of  the  work  was  the  extension  from  Miami 
to  Key  West,  a distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  miles,  two-thirds  of  which  is  built  over  the  sea 
from  key  to  key,  embracing  in  all  probably  not  less 
than  seventy-five  miles  of  steel  and  solid  con- 
crete bridges — the  greatest  railroad  engineering  feat 
of  this  kind  in  all  the  world,  involving  an  outlay  of 
perhaps  not  less  than  one  hundred  million  dollars 
and  including  a terminal  property  and  dock  facil- 


ities in  Key  West  which  alone  will  cost  several  mil- 
lions to  complete.  This  extension  excited  the  aston- 
ishment and  admiration  of  the  world  and  especially 
of  the  eminent  engineers  best  qualified  to  understand 
the  difficult  task  undertaken  and  successfully  accom- 
plished. All  travelers  know  that  an  unexcelled  serv- 
ice is  maintained  with  superb  passenger  and  freight 
facilities.  In  all  of  this  work  Mr.  Parrott  has  been 
the  coadjutor  of  H.  M.  Flagler  and  is  an  able  second 
to  him,  as  some  one  has  expressed  it,  ‘‘in  the  won- 
derful work  of  transferring  jungles  into  gardens,  wil- 
dernesses into  populous  cities,  bringing  a remote  and 
isolated  portion  of  the  state  in  easy  reach  of  all  sec- 
tions and  opening  a way  for  its  products  to  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world.  Their  magic  touch  has  made  the 
east  coast  blossom  like  the  rose  and  with  their  Alad- 
din’s lamp  of  progress  and  improvement  they  have 
made  this  a most  prosperous  section  of  Florida  and 
placed  upon  the  entire  state  a debt  of  gratitude  that 
can  never  be  fully  repaid.”  Since  the  completion  of 
the  line  John  D.  Rockefeller  said  of  Mr.  Flagler,  who 
was  once  his  partner : “The  part  played  by  him  was 

always  an  inspiration  to  me.  Pie  invariably  wanted 
to  go  ahead  and  accomplish  great  projects  of  all  kinds. 
He  was  always  on  the  active  side  of  every  question. 
It  was  to  be  expected  of  such  a man  that  he  should 
fulfill  his  destiny  by  working  out  some  great  problem 
at  a time  when  most  men  want  to  retire  to  a com- 
fortable life  of  ease.  Pie  undertook  the  task  of  build- 
ing up  the  east  coast  of  Florida — a task  completed  in 
the  planning  and  building  of  a railroad  from  St.  Au- 
gustine to  Key  West,  a distance  of  six  hundred  miles.” 
Extended  mention  of  Mr.  Flagler  and  his  work  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  work  and  in  this  con- 
nection, therefore,  it  is  meet  to  say  that  Mr.  Parrott 
has  worked  under  and  with  his  superior,  the  public 
recognizing  that  he,  too,  possesses  power  of  initiative 
and  administrative  direction  which,  added  to  his  knowl- 
edge as  an  attorney,  has  made  his  service  of  large 
value  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  feat  which 
has  more  than  any  other  single  agency  been  a source 
of  Florida’s  upbuilding. 


TIMOTHY  MURPHY. 

Timothy  Murphy,  proprietor  of  a large  machine 
and  iron  works  in  Jacksonville,  is  one  of  the  early 
residents  of  the  city  and  since  1875  has  borne  his  full 
share  in  the  work  of  development  and  progress.  He 
was  born  in  March,  1844,  in  what  was  then  Marihat- 
tanville  but  in  what  is  now  a part  of  the  city  of  greater 
New  York.  He  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Johanna 
(Plarrigan)  Murphy,  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of 
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New  York  state  and  for  a long  period  residents  of 
Manhattanville,  whence  they  later  moved  to  Savan- 
nah, Georgia. 

Timothy  Murphy  is  essentially  a self-made  man, 
for  he  began  life  at  an  early  age  and  founded  and 
worked  out  his  own  prosperity  unaided  by  force  or 
powerful  influence.  He  received  a limited  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  and  this  he  sup- 
plemented by  courses  in  night  schools  and  by  wide 
and  well  selected  private  reading.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  learned  the  machinist’s  trade  and  from  1861 
to  1875  was  an  engineer  on  the  Georgia  Central  Rail- 
road. In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Florida  and,  set- 
tling in  Jacksonville,  opened  a small  machine  shop, 
the  nucleus  of  his  present  large  enterprise.  His  busi- 
ness expanded  rapidly  and  finally  outgrew  the  orig- 
inal quarters,  so  that  in  1888  Mr.  Murphy  was  obliged 
to  increase  his  facilities.  He  moved  to  his  present 
shop,  which  is  fifty-two  and  one-half  by  four  hun- 
dred feet  in  dimensions,  and  here  he  has  since  con- 
ducted a large  and  important  concern,  the  working 
force  of  which,  originally  five  or  six  men,  has  been 
increased  to  forty-five  skilled  workmen.  Mr.  Murphy 
is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  substantial  business  men 
of  the  city  and  his  success  is  the  more  creditable  to 
him  since  he  has  achieved  it  entirely  through  his  own 
unremitting  energy,  determination  and  labor. 

In  1866  Mr.  Murphy  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Catherine  McAuliffe,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Murphy  is  a charter 
member  of  the  local  lodge  of  Elks  and  belongs  also  to 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  being  well  known  in  both 
organizations.  There  is  another  field  of  activity  in 
Jacksonville  where  his  name  is  an  honored  and  famil- 
iar one  and  where  it  stands  as  a synonym  for  well 
directed  and  beneficial  work.  This  is  in  the  field  of 
charitable  organizations,  to  practically  all  of  which 
he  is  well  known,  for  he  has  contributed  generously 
of  his  time  and  means  to  their  support  and  to  the  pro- 
motion of  worthy  objects  in  which  they  are  interested. 
Mr.  Murphy’s  life  has  not  been  an  easy  one  but  it  has 
taught  him  lessons  difficult  to  learn,  lessons  of  char- 
ity, kindness  and  consideration  and  of  the  universal 
brotherhood  of  man. 


RICHARD  LEON  HOLLAND. 

The  name  of  Richard  Leon  Holland  stands  high  on 
the  list  of  Orlando’s  pioneer  business  men  and  on  that 
of  her  public-spirited  and  representative  citizens,  for 
he  operated  one  of  the  first  factories  in  the  city  and 


through  many  years  of  honorable  and  intelligently  di- 
rected labor  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  success. 

He  was  born  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  1858,  and 
there  acquired  his  early  education.  However,  he  re- 
ceived his  training  in  wagon-making  in  Cincinnati, 
where  he  became  connected  with  the  O.  Armleder 
Company,  beginning  in  a humble  capacity  and  work- 
ing his  way  up  by  industry  and  ability  to  the  position 
of  foreman  of  the  plant.  He  remained  there  four 
years  and  then,  in  1884,  came  to  Orlando  with  prac- 
tically no  money  but  rich  in  ambition,  enthusiasm  and 
determination.  Business  conditions  were  discourag- 
ing, for  Orlando  was  then  little  more  than  a cross- 
roads, with  very  few  prospects  for  a prosperous 
future.  Mr.  Holland,  however,  bought  an  interest  in 
a little  wagon  repair  shop,  which  had  been  established 
by  Barnett  & Cook,  and  set  himself  resolutely  to  win 
a place  in  the  new  community.  He  formed  a partner- 
ship with  John  Cook  and  together  they  carried  on  the 
business  in  a little  room,  not  more  than  twenty  by 
twenty  feet  in  size.  The  concern,  however,  prospered 
exceedingly,  developing  with  the  development  of  the 
town,  and  after  a lime  Mr.  Holland  purchased  his 
partner’s  interest  and  has  since  conducted  the  enter- 
prise alone.  The  increasing  volume  of  business  done 
necessitated  the  enlargement  of  the  plant,  to  which 
an  upper  story  has  been  added  and  the  floor  space  in- 
creased until  it  now  approximates  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  square  feet.  Twelve  skilled  workmen  are 
kept  busy  all  the  year.  The  shops  are  thoroughly 
equipped  in  every  particular  and  in  them  can  be  built 
any  kind  of  a vehicle,  although  the  principal  part  of 
Mr.  Holland’s  business  is  confined  to  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  for  agricultural  and  mercantile  purposes. 
All  of  the  wagons  used  by  the  Orlando  fire  department 
were  constructed  at  the  Holland  factory,  as  well  as 
those  used  by  the  Sanford  fire  department,  and  Mr. 
Holland  has  also  made  many  of  the  police  patrols  and 
convict  vans  used  in  central  Florida.  He  was  recently 
commissioned  to  order  a completely  equipped  ambu- 
lance for  the  local  lodge  of  Elks.  Repairing  and 
painting  is  still  an  important  branch  of  the  business 
and  brazing  of  bicycles  and  automobiles  is  a profitable 
specialty.  In  fact,  automobile  repairing  in  all  its 
branches  forms  a large  part  of  the  business  and  this 
line  is  steadily  growing  in  importance.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  might  be  interesting  to  state  that  the  first  garage 
in  Orlando  was  located  in  the  Holland  factory  and  the 
first  automobile  which  ever  came  into  this  part  of 
Florida  was  repaired  therein.  Mr.  Holland  is  without 
doubt  one  of  the  successful  men  of  the  city  and  his 
prosperity  is  entirely  due  to  his  own  energy,  enter- 
prise and  determined  spirit,  coupled  with  a practical 
knowledge  of  the  details  of  his  business,  which  makes 
him  a skilled  workman  in  his  special  line. 
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Mr.  Holland  was  married  in  1887  to  Miss  Emma 
Jane  Rogers,  a native  of  England,  and  they  have  three 
children : Frank  L.,  who  is  a civil  engineer  in  Or- 

lando; and  Clara  and  Glenn,  who  live  at  home.  It 
is  not  alone  as  a business  man  that  Mr.  Holland  has 
done  splendid  work  for  Orlando,  for  his  interest  in 
community  affairs  is  active  and  practical  and  manifest 
in  hearty  cooperation  in  progressive  movements  and  in 
intelligent  support  of  projects  for  the  general  good. 
He  is,  however,  not  an  office  seeker,  although  he  has 
just  been  elected  a member  of  the  city  council  for 
a term  of  two  years.  He  is  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Orlando  fire  department,  a position  ac- 
corded him  as  a mark  of  distinction  for  the  superior 
work  he  accomplished  in  building  the  fire  wagons.  He 
is  prominently  known  in  fraternal  circles,  holding 
membership  in  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Masonic  order,  and  in  the  last  named 
organization  he  belongs  to  the  lodge,  chapter  and  com- 
mandery.  His  success  furnishes  an  excellent  example 
of  the  value  of  industry,  determination  and  enterprise 
in  the  accomplishment  of  an  honorable  prosperity  and 
it  has  had  an  important  effect  not  only  upon  his  own 
individual  standing  but  upon  the  upbuilding  of  the 
town,  where  he  ranks  among  substantial  and  valued 
citizens. 


JARED  I.  WIMBERLEY. 

Various  business  interests  have  claimed  the  time 
and  attention  of  Hon.  Jared  I.  Wimberley,  who  for 
the  past  three  years  has  been  mayor  of  Interlachen. 
He  was  formerly  prominently  identified  with  fruit 
raising  and  the  nursery  business  and  still  has  a small 
orange  grove.  In  addition  he  has  large  real-estate 
interests  in  the  town  and  is  president  of  the  Inter- 
lachen Sand  & Gravel  Company  which  makes  ex- 
tensive shipments  to  all  parts  of  the  state.  He  is 
a typical  southern  gentleman  of  the  old  school  and 
his  home  is  most  attractive  by  reason  of  its  old-time, 
warm-hearted  hospitality.  He  was  born  in  Augusta, 
Georgia,  April  21,  1842,  a son  of  Isaac  and  Clara 
(Godby)  Wimberley  who  were  also  natives  of  that 
state.  They  removed  with  their  family  to  Florida 
in  1855,  settling  at  Orange  Springs,  Marion  county, 
their  remaining  days  being  passed  in  Marion  or  Put- 
nam counties.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising  upon 
government  land.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  demo- 
crat but  never  held  office.  His  religious  belief  was 
that  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  slavery  and  when  he  married  made  his  wife 


dispose  of  her  slaves,  for  he  would  never  consent  to 
hold  a human  being  in  bondage.  He  opposed  the  war 
in  the  beginning  but  later  changed  his  views  upon 
the  question.  He  suffered  much  because  of  hostil- 
ities that  were  carried  on  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try, his  mill  property  being  destroyed  and  his  stock 
driven  off.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  twelve 
children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  seven  daughters 
reached  adult  age,  while  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  yet  living.  One  of  the  sons,  James,  was  killed 
June  3,  1864,  in  the  second  battle  at  Cold  Harbor. 

Jared  I.  Wimberley  served  throughout  the  war 
joining  Company  B of  the  Ninth  Florida  Regiment, 
in  Hill’s  Division.  Fie  was  several  times  struck  by 
the  enemies’  lead  and  was  several  times  captured  but 
was  not  held  for  long,  escaping  each  time.  His  cap- 
tors  attempted  to  shoot  him  as  he  tried  to  make  his 
escape  but  he  was  ready  to  take  any  risk  in  order 
to  get  away.  He  was  a non-commissioned  officer, 
being  too  young  to  have  a regular  commission.  Five 
times  he  was  wounded  quite  seriously.  His  brother 
had  been  in  the  service  only  a short  time  when  he 
was  killed.  The  worst  wound  which  Jared  I.  Wim- 
berley sustained  during  the  war  was  a glancing  shot 
that  carried  away  a piece  of  his  skull  and  several 
weeks  passed  before  he  had  recovered.  At  the  time 
he  was  wounded  he  had  blackened  his  face  and  was 
playing  the  part  of  a negro  to  decoy  the  Federal  gun- 
boat which  sent  in  twenty-six  men  to  pick  up  the 
negro  and  all  except  one  of  twenty-six  were  killed. 
This  fight  was  at  Gadsden  Point,  twelve  miles  south 
of  Tampa  Bay. 

Mr.  Wimberley  has  made  his  home  in  Putnam 
county  since  1856  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
public  life  of  the  community  as  well  as  in  its  busi- 
ness affairs.  For  many  decades  he  has  followed  farm- 
ing and  has  also  engaged  in  fruit  growing  and  in  the 
nursery  business  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He 
shipped  about  four  hundred  thousand  orange  trees  to 
California  not  long  before  the  freeze,  he  and  his  part- 
ner having  a grove  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Putnam 
county.  He  still  has  a small  grove  of  eight  acres  of 
trees  which  came  up  from  the  stumps  after  the  freeze 
and  in  addition  he  owns  seventy-five  acres  of  land 
in  town  lots,  all  within  the  corporation  limits  of  Inter- 
lachen. He  is  likewise  president  of  the  Interlachen 
Sand  & Gravel  Company,  which  ships  all  over  the 
state,  thousands  of  cars  being  sent  out  with  sand  and 
gravel  for  the  building  of  roads  or  for  concrete  work, 
extensive  shipments  going  to  Jacksonville. 

In  1867  Mr.  Wimberley  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Woods,  who  was  born  August  29, 
1846,  and  was  said  to  be  the  first  white  child  born  at 
Orange  Springs,  Marion  county.  Her  parents  were 
John  W.  and  Louisa  Jane  (Mattair)  Woods,  the 
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former  a native  of  Liberty,  Georgia,  and  the  latter 
of  Duval  county,  Florida.  Mr.  Woods  came  to  this 
state  when  nine  years  of  age,  during  the  year  of  1836. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Wim- 
berley.  He  was  a mail  carrier  and  bookkeeper,  farmer 
and  stock-raiser.  The  family  numbered  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Two  of  the  daughters  live  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wimberley  who  never  had  any  children 
of  their  own.  Louise  Ellen,  who  was  nicknamed 
Dixie,  owing  to  the  fact  that  she  was  born  in  the 
opening  year  of  the  war,  at  Palatka,  on  the  23d  of 
September,  has  lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wimberley 
since  their  marriage.  The  other,  Kate,  born  at  Orange 
Springs,  August  5,  1868,  has  lived  with  them  since 
her  parents’  death. 

Mr.  Wimberley  has  always  been  a democrat,  vot- 
ing at  every  election,  and  his  first  presidential  ballot 
was  cast  for  Horace  Greeley.  He  has  been  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Interlachen  since  1901,  having  been 
recently  elected  for  another  four  years’  term.  He 
was  also  county  commissioner  for  four  years  and  for 
the  past  three  years  has  been  mayor  of  Interlachen. 
During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  local  democratic  executive  committee  and 
he  has  also  attended  state  and  national  conventions 
of  his  party.  His  residence  is  a typical  old  southern 
home  built  in  1884.  It  contains  eight  spacious  rooms 
and  the  house  is  finished  in  curly  pine.  The  place  is 
proverbial  for  its  hospitality  and  much  entertaining 
is  there  done.  Mr.  Wimberley  raises  some  stock  and 
cures  his  own  meat,  putting  it  up  in  the  old-time  way. 
He  is  always  ready  to  entertain  those  who  pause  at 
his  door  and  he  has  ever  a most  hearty  welcome  for 
any  fellow  member  of  the  Confederate  Veterans  As- 
sociation. Fifty-seven  years’  residence  here  has  made 
him  widely  known  and  gained  him  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  this  section  of  the  state,  its  development  and 
progress.  No  history  of  Putnam  county  would  be 
complete  without  mention  of  Jared  I.  Wimberley  and 
throughout  the  years  of  an  active  life  he  has  won  the 
high  regard  and  good-will  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact. 


JAMES  M.  BARCO. 

When  but  fourteen  years  of  age  James  M.  Barco,  of 
Clearwater,  had  to  assume  the  responsible  duties  of 
managing  family  affairs  because  of  his  father’s  en- 
listment in  the  Civil  war.  From  that  time  he  has 
worked  his  way  steadily  upward,  and  whatever  suc- 
cess he  has  achieved  or  enjoyed  has  been  the  direct 
reward  of  his  earnest,  persistent  and  conscientiously 
directed  labors.  In  former  years  he  was  identified 


with  banking  interests,  but  is  now  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  in 
Clearwater.  He  was  born  about  twelve  miles  south 
of  Lake  City,  in  Columbia  county,  Florida,  in  August, 
1850,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  P.  and  Caroline  (Brooks) 
Barco,  who  were  born  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Mary’s, 
Georgia.  The  family  is  of  French  Huguenot  origin 
and  was  founded  in  Georgia  in  colonial  days.  The 
grandfather  was  Daniel  Barco,  a native  of  Georgia, 
who  on  removing  to  Florida  took  up  his  abode  in  the 
vicinity  of  Providence,  and  in  1852  removed  to  Marion 
county.  The  grandfather  of  James  M.  Barco  was 
a soldier  of  the  War  of  1812  and  also  participated  in 
the  Indian  wars  of  Florida,  save  the  Seminole  war  of 
1856,  at  which  time  he  was  too  old  for  active  service. 
He  died  in  Marion  county,  this  state,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  His  son,  Joseph  P.  Barco,  father 
of  James  M.  Barco,  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  in 
1832  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Florida.  He  was 
therefore  practically  reared  in  this  state  and  later 
became  a resident  of  Marion  county,  where  he  filled 
the  office  of  county  tax  collector  in  the  early  ’50s. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  the  events  of  pioneer  days 
and  assisted  in  making  a survey  of  Ocala.  He  was 
a warm  personal  friend  and  supporter  of  Senator 
Yulee.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  offered  his 
services  to  the  Confederacy,  going  to  the  front  in 
1862  as  first  lieutenant  in  Captain  Gary’s  Company 
of  the  Ninth  Florida.  He  was  ill  when  captured  at 
Baldwin  when  Seymour  started  out  from  Jacksonville, 
and  he  died  in  prison  at  Fort  Delaware  ere  the  close 
of  the  war.  His  widow  survived  him  and  passed  away 
on  the  plantation  in  Marion  county.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living. 

James  M.  Barco  was  the  eldest  of  the  family  and 
therefore  upon  him  devolved  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities incident  to  the  management  of  the  household 
and  the  support  of  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 
He  resided  in  Marion  county  for  seventeen  years  and 
for  two  years  engaged  in  teaching  school.  Following 
his  niarriage  he  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising 
at  Crystal  River,  in  1870,  in  connection  with  a cousin. 
After  a brief  period  he  disposed  of  his  commercial 
interests  and  removed  to  Texas,  but  in  1873  returned 
to  Florida,  settling  in  Levy  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  bookkeeping  until  after  the  election  of  Governor 
Drew,  who  appointed  him  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 
in  which  position  he  acceptably  served  for  eighteen 
years,  when  he  resigned  to  enter  upon  the  office  of 
registrar  in  the  United  States  land  office  at  Gaines- 
ville, Florida.  This  was  during  President  Cleveland’s 
second  administration,  and  he  remained  in  the  posi- 
tion until  Major  McKinley  became  president.  For 
six  years  Mr.  Barco  was  manager  of  the  Commercial 
Bank  at  Ocala  and  subsequently  engaged  in  farming 
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for  two  years.  He  also  spent  seven  years  as  cashier 
of  banks  at  Largo  and  Clearwater,  and  has  since  en- 
gaged in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business,  in 
which  connection  he  has  secured  a good  clientage  and 
conducted  an  important  business.  His  daughter  is 
associated  with  him  in  this  undertaking  and  their 
success  is  the  merited  reward  of  close  application, 
energy,  determination  and  a thorough  understanding 
of  property  values. 

It  was  in  1870  that  Mr.  Barco  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Susan  Niblack,  a native  of  Florida,  and 
a daughter  of  Samuel  Niblack,  a pioneer  of  the  state 
are  representative  of  a prominent  family,  do  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barco  have  been  born  five  children:  Ethel, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Jackson,  of  Miami,  Florida, 
Jessie,  who  is  the  widow  of  S.  L.  Patterson,  who  was 
an  attorney  of  Miami;  Newcombe,  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Arcadia,  Florida;  Sue,  the  youngest 
daughter ; and  Samuel  J.,  a student  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Stetson  University. 

Mr.  Barco  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
politics  giving  stalwart  support  to  the  principles  in 
which  he  believes  and  earnestly  advocating  all  mea- 
sures which  he  thinks  will  prove  of  benefit  to  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  lives.  He  is  an  equally  earnest 
worker  in  the  church  and  in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
for  fifty-five  years  has  become  a most  helpful  factor  in 
the  Sunday  school,  serving  both  as  secretary  and  su- 
perintendent. He  has  filled  all  of  the  offices  in  the 
Masonic  lodge  and  has  been  grand  senior  deacon  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida.  He  is  an  exemplary 
representative  of  the  craft,  a consistent  member  of 
the  church,  and  his  upright  life  has  won  for  him  the 
unqualified  confidence  and  regard  of  all  who  know 
him. 


C.  C.  ROBSHAW. 

C.  C.  Robshaw  is  the  owner  of  a valuable  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  two  and  a half  miles 
southeast  of  Hastings,  and  is  one  of  the  well  known 
representatives  of  agricultural  interests  in  this  sec- 
tion. He  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  January  19, 
1864,  and  is  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Jane  (Hender- 
son) Robshaw,  the  father  a native  of  Bradford,  York- 
shire, England,  and  the  mother  of  Quebec,  Canada. 
When  he  was  ten  years  old  his  parents  removed  from 
the  Dominion  to  New  Hampshire,  where  the  father 
followed  farming  for  many  years.  Subsequently  they 
made  their  home  with  our  subject  in  Florida,  where 
the  father  passed  away  in  1910  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  His  wife  survives  him  and  now  resides 
in  Chicago,  Illinois. 


C.  C.  Robshaw  is  one  of  a family  of  nine  children, 
two  daughters  and  seven  sons,  and  when  ten  years 
of  age  removed  with  his  parents  to  Haverhill,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  was  reared  and  remained  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  being  employed  most  of 
the  time  as  a farm  hand.  About  1888  he  removed 
to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  for  about 
two  years  engaged  at  his  trade  of  carpenter,  and 
thence,  in  1890,  came  to  Homosassa,  Florida,  where 
he  spent  the  winter  of  that  year,  but  in  the  following 
spring  returned  to  Boston  and  resided  there  until  his 
marriage.  After  that  event  he  returned  to  Florida, 
locating  at  East  Palatka,  where  he  had  charge  of  a 
farm  belonging  to  Dr.  R.  C.  Flower,  remaining  in  that 
capacity  for  four  years.  By  thrift  and  industry  he 
was  enabled,  during  that  time,  to  secure  the  means 
of  purchasing  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  removed  to  that  property.  The 
farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  is 
situated  two  and  a half  miles  southeast  of  Hastings. 
When  he  came  here  he  had  to  make  his  way  through 
the  woods  as  there  was  not  even  a road  built  in  those 
days.  He  has  since  made  a number  of  valuable  im- 
provements on  the  homestead  and  erected  thereon  a 
large  and  comfortable  house.  He  pays  particular  at- 
tention to  potato  culture  and  also  engages  largely  in 
general  farming.  In  1911  he  shipped  about  five  hun- 
dred bags  of  corn  and  there  still  remained  sufficient 
to  feed  six  head  of  mules  for  the  year.  He  also  raised 
four  thousand  barrels  of  potatoes  during  that  season. 
An  additional  income  he  derives  from  an  orange  grove 
of  two  hundred  trees. 

In  January,  1893,  Mr.  Robshaw  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Fannie  Badger,  of  Lyme,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Vernon,  Fred,  Leslie,  Leonard  and  Frank. 
A daughter,  Edith,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  four 
months.  All  of  the  children  were  born  near  Hastings. 

Mr.  Robshaw  devotes  his  entire  attention  to  his 
agricultural  interests  and  while  he  has  attained  to 
personal  prosperity  he  has  been  instrumental  in  the 
development  of  this  section  and  his  labors  have  been 
a constructive  force  in  agricultural  advancement  here. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  matters  of 
public  importance  although  he  has  never  cared  for, 
nor  sought,  public  office.  He  and  his  family  are  affili- 
ated with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which 
organization  he  serves  as  a trustee,  and  his  fraternal 
relations  connect  him  with  the  Masonic  body,  in  which 
he  has  attained  the  rank  of  Master  Mason.  It  is  due 
to  the  activity  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Robshaw  that  large 
sections  of  land  which  had  lain  idle  for  many  years 
have  been  reclaimed  for  practical  agricultural  pur- 
poses and  his  work  along  that  line  is  of  larger  aspect 
than  mere  prosperity  to  him,  as  it  contributes  to  the 
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upbuilding  of  a vast  section  of  this  country  and  is 
assisting  in  bringing  back  to  the  south  those  prosper- 
ous conditions  which  have  so  long  been  denied  it. 


JOHN  NEWTON  LUMMUS. 

In  a history  of  Miami  prominent  mention  should  be 
made  of  John  Newton  Lummus,  for  he  is  a leading 
representative  of  financial  interests  here,  having 
through  successive  stages  of  development  in  his  career 
worked  his  way  upward  to  his  present  responsible 
position  as  president  of  The  Southern  Bank  & Trust 
Company.  He  is  also  an  important  factor  in  real- 
estate  circles,  being  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Dade  County  Title,  Insurance  & Trust  Company  and 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Ocean  Beach  Realty 
Company,  and  is  well  known  as  a promoter  and  or- 
ganizer. He  was  born  in  Bronson,  Levy  county, 
Florida,  December  25,  1873,  the  youngest  son  of 
Ezekiel  Lummus,  of  whom  more  extended  mention  is 
made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Until  after  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  John  New- 
ton Lummus  lived  in  Bronson  and  then  began  learning 
telegraphy,  studying  for  a time  in  his  native  city  but 
finally  going  to  Ocala.  Afterward,  for  a period  of 
twenty  years,  he  was  engaged  as  a telegraph  operator 
in  various  parts  of  the  west  and  northwest,  as  well  as 
in  Florida,  spending  the  last  five  years  of  this  period 
as  chief  train  dispatcher  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line, 
located  at  Sanford.  He  then  resigned  that  position 
and  came  to  Miami,  where  at  first  he  became  associated 
with  his  brother,  J.  E.  Lummus,  in  filling  a large  com- 
missary contract  with  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway 
in  connection  with  the  building  of  the  extension  line 
from  Miami  to  Key  West.  This  work  successfully 
completed,  Mr.  Lummus  turned  his  attention  to  the 
abstract  business,  in  1908,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Dade 
County  Title,  Insurance  & Trust  Company  of  Miami. 
When  The  Southern  Bank  & Trust  Company  was  or- 
ganized in  1911,  with  a paid-up  capital  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  he  was  elected  its  president,  a posi- 
tion he  now  holds.  He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Ocean  Beach  Realty  Company  of  Miami  and  a 
director  in  all  of  the  above  mentioned  concerns,  as  well 
as  in  numerous  other  smaller  enterprises. 

Mr.  Lummus  married,  June  13,  1894,  Miss  Lula 
Elizabeth  James,  a native  of  Tallahassee,  and  they  have 
four  children:  Emma  Marie,  aged  sixteen;  Newton 

Edward,  fourteen  years  of  age;  Flelen  Jeannette, 
eleven;  and  Thomas  James,  eight.  Mr.  Lummus  is  a 
member  of  the  Miami  and  Tarpon  Clubs  and  serves 
as  a vestryman  in  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  justly 


classed  with  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of 
the  community.  While  he  is  progressive,  he  is  em- 
inently practical  and,  while  he  has  formulated  and 
originated  new  plans,  they  have  been  such  as  could  be 
easily  carried  forward  to  successful  completion.  He 
is  a man  who  knows  how  to  use  his  powers  and  ad- 
vantages and  in  his  business  career  has  won  an  un- 
sullied reputation  as  well  as  gratifying  success. 


HENRY  JOHN  KLUTHO. 

Success  and  prominence  in  the  profession  of  archi- 
tecture have  come  to  Henry  John  Klutho,  who  has 
utilized  every  opportunity  for  carrying  out  his  laud- 
able purpose  of  reaching  an  enviable  position  in  his 
chosen  profession.  Jacksonville  in  many  of  her  fine 
structures  bears  testimony  to  his  skill  and  ability,  and 
all  who  know  aught  of  his  career  bear  witness  to 
his  energy,  his  determination,  his  artistic  perception 
and  his  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  great 
scientific  principles,  as  well  as  the  practical  phases 
of  the  profession  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Mr.  Klu- 
tho was  born  in  Illinois  and  comes  of  German  ances- 
try, his  grandparents,  natives  of  the  fatherland, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1840  and  casting  in  their  lot 
with  the  early  settlers  of  the  Prairie  state.  Purchas- 
ing land  from  the  government  in  southern  Illinois, 
they  there  established  their  home  and  representatives 
of  the  name  have  since  been  natives  of  the  country. 

Henry  J.  Klutho  was  born  at  Breese,  Illinois,  March 
I9»  1873,  a son  of  Theo  and  Anna  (Moliter)  Klutho, 
the  former  a landowner  and  lumber  dealer.  After 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  parochial  school  he  fur- 
ther qualified  for  the  practical  duties  of  business  life 
by  a course  in  a commercial  college  at  St.  Louis, 
where  he  studied  for  a year  and  a half,  his  father 
believing  a business  career  the  safest  one.  His  ex- 
perience in  commercial  circles,  however,  did  not  appeal 
to  him  and  proved  that  work  of  that  character  was 
not  as  congenial  as  he  believed  it  would  be.  Another 
writing  of  him  said : 

“His  tastes  were  artistic  and  having  a constructive 
mind  building  especially  interested  him.  He  always 
viewed  the  operations  of  builders  with  more  or  less 
interest,  and  one  day  while  walking  along  one  of  the 
principal  streets  of  St.  Louis  he  came  to  a huge  build- 
ing in  course  of  construction.  Two  of  the  men  em- 
ployed thereon  were  holding  between  them  the  plans  of 
the  building  and  were  engaged  in  an  animated  conver- 
sation. As  he  looked  at  the  drawings  and  saw  there 
every  detail  of  the  big  building  in  miniature,  conceived 
and  all  worked  out  intelligently  before  even  a stone 
was  laid,  he  became  forcibly  impressed  with  and  at- 
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tracted  to  the  work  and  he  decided  there  and  then  to 
become  an  architect.-’ 

Having  formed  this  determination  he  took  the  first 
necessary  step  by  enrolling  as  a student  in  Schenk’s 
Drawing  Academy.  A year  was  devoted  to  the  study 
of  architectural  drawing  and  he  then  obtained  prac- 
tical experience  in  architects’  offices  in  St.  Louis  for 
three  years.  Then  the  mecca  to  which  all  architec- 
tural students  turn  beckoned  him  and  he  went  to 
New  York  to  further  qualify  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion. He  devoted  four  years  to  study  and  practical 
experience  in  the  metropolis  under  such  eminent  archi- 
tects as  Francis  H.  Kimball,  Clinton  & Russell,  W. 
Wheeler  Smith  and  others  and  then  traveled  for  a 
year  abroad  in  Italy,  Germany,  France  and  London, 
studying  and  sketching  architectural  designs.  In  1899 
he  entered  upon  his  professional  career  in  New  York, 
and  in  June,  1901,  arrived  in  Jacksonville,  a month 
after  the  great  fire  which  had  laid  waste  so  much  of 
the  city.  From  the  outset  he  has  been  accorded  a 
liberal  clientage,  his  business  growing  as  he  has  given 
practical  demonstration  of  his  power  to  plan  and 
construct  buildings  that  combine  all  the  phases  of 
utility,  comfort,  convenience  and  beauty.  The  evi- 
dences of  his  skill,  knowledge  and  ability  are  seen  in 
a number  of  Jacksonville’s  most  prominent  structures, 
including  the  City  Hall,  the  Board  of  Trade  building, 
the  Public  Library,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociation building,  the  Dyal-Upchurch  building,  the 
Clark  building,  many  of  the  finest  residences  and  sev- 
eral churches.  Moreover,  he  was  the  architect  of 
the  first  ten  story,  fire-proof  building — the  Bisbee 
block;  the  Seminole  Hotel;  the  Florida  Life  building; 
the  beautiful  Shriners’  Temple;  and  the  Germania 
Club — all  in  Jacksonville.  The  design  that  will,  how- 
ever, stamp  him  as  a genius  in  his  line  is  the  Cohen 
Brothers  Department  Store  and  office  building, — con- 
sidered by  many  to  be  a marvel  of  architectural  de- 
sign and  constructive  ability  surpassed  by  few  in  the 
country.  His  professional  skill  and  labor  were  called 
into  requisition  in  the  erection  of  the  governor’s  man- 
sion at  Tallahassee  and  the  new  public  library  for  the 
Stetson  University  at  De  Land  and  other  smaller 
buildings  throughout  the  state.  He  is  likewise  the 
architect  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
building  and  of  the  new  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollar  hotel  at  Waycross,  Georgia.  In  his  pro- 
fession he  studies  every  phase  of  construction  not 
only  in  the  erection  of  buildings  but  also  with  regard 
to  their  environment  and  surroundings,  that  the  whole 
may  be  harmonious  and  attractive. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1904,  Mr.  Klutho  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Warren  Wicker,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Oscar  and  Mary  Coleman  (Spears) 
Wicker  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  Mr.  Klutho  is  a mem- 


ber of  the  Florida  Country  Club,  the  Seminole  Club, 
the  Rotary  Club,  and  of  the  Germania  Club.  He  is 
also  an  active  member  of  the  Jacksonville  Board  of 
Trade,  and  holds  membership  in  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Architects.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  democracy  and  he  is  a factor  in  the  progressive 
element  which  is  bringing  about  wholesome  and  puri- 
fying reforms.  His  political  concern  is  with  material 
progress.  He  believes  in  a clean  ballot  box,  that  more 
attention  should  be  given  to  agricultural  interests, 
that  irrigation  should  be  extended  and  the  low  lands 
drained.  He  believes  that  one  source  of  Florida's 
development  and  prosperity  would  be  in  inducing 
farming  immigration,  especially  of  Teutonic  and 
Anglo-Saxon  origin.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of 
the  public  roads  system,  and  in  fact  his  influence  is 
always  on  the  side  of  progress  and  improvement 
where  the  interests  of  the  great  majority  will  be 
served.  In  early  life  he  was  an  interested  student 
of  Plutarch’s  Lives  and  has  always  read  broadly,  his 
reading  including  works  of  biography,  history,  sci- 
ence and  religion.  He  is  especially  fond  of  historical 
novels  and  has  read  the  English  and  German  Classics 
in  both  languages.  His  interest  in  his  library,  in  club 
and  social  affairs  constitute  an  even  balance  to  his 
intense  professional  activity  and  make  him  one  of 
the  most  popular  citizens  of  Jacksonville. 


LAURENCE  SMITH  PINDER. 

Laurence  Smith  Pinder,  whose  activity  in  business 
has  contributed  not  only  to  his  own  success  but  has 
been  also  a factor  in  the  development  of  Greenwood, 
where  he  is  conducting  a general  mercantile  store, 
is  a native  of  Florida,  born  in  Jackson  county,  Janu- 
ary 3,  1855.  He  is  a son  of  Marmaduke  B.  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Wells)  Pinder,  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
who  came  to  Florida  about  the  year  1844.  The  father 
engaged  in  farming  in  Jackson  county  until  his  death 
in  1870.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1909.  To  their 
union  were  born  eleven  children:  William  D.  who 

resides  in  Greenwood ; Robert  R.,  who  has  passed 
away ; Emily  D.  and  Maggie,  both  of  whom  live  in 
Tennessee;  Marmaduke,  deceased;  Laurence  Smith, 
of  this  review;  Nicholas  L.,  of  Greenwood;  Eugene 
M.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Chipley ; James  B.,  of 
Tennessee;  William  T.,  living  in  Sneads;  and  Lulu  G., 
deceased. 

Laurence  Smith  Pinder  spent  some  time  in  his  early 
youth  in  Tennessee  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
returned  to  Florida,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Green- 
wood and  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  for  one 
year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  established  himself 
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as  a general  merchant  and  has  now  a large  and  profit- 
able business,  being  today  ranked  among  the  prosper- 
ous and  successful  business  men  of  the  community. 
Besides  his  fine  business  block  in  town  he  owns  three 
hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  Jackson  county. 
However,  he  makes  his  home  in  Greenwood,  which 
is  glad  to  number  him  among  its  business  men  whose 
energy  and  enterprise  are  factors  in  its  upbuilding. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1892,  Mr.  Binder  mar- 
ried Miss  Willa  Clyde  Bowles,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Maggie,  deceased;  James 

Bowles,  at  home;  Laurence  S.  and  Nicholas,  also  at 
home ; Mary  Clyde,  who  has  passed  away ; and  Laura 
V.,  who  makes  her  home  with  her  parents.  Mr.  Pin- 
der  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church.  His  politi- 
cal allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and 
fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  He  is  a man  of  alert  and  enterprising  spirit, 
possessing  the  resolute  will  which  enables  him  to 
carry  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he 
undertakes,  and  at  all  times  his  methods  are  practical 
and  progressive. 


CHARLES  FRANCIS. 

Charles  Francis  is  among  the  sons  of  the  north 
who  have  recognized  the  opportunities  of  the  south 
and  have  been  active  factors  in  enhancing  the  im- 
provement and  beauty  of  Florida.  His  home  on 
Lake  Lagonda  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the 
state,  built  in  a pleasing  style  of  architecture  and  sur- 
rounded by  all  of  the  trees  and  flowers  which  are 
native  to  this  section.  Mr.  Francis  is  a native  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  born  in  1857,  his  parents  be- 
ing Charles  and  Harriet  (Sayles)  Francis,  who  were 
also  natives  of  that  city  and  spent  their  entire  lives 
there.  The  father  was  treasurer  of  a milling  com- 
pany at  Boston  for  many  years.  Making  his  way 
to  Florida,  he  became  general  manager  of  the  old 
Florida  Southern  Railroad,  which  was  built  by  him 
and  nine  others.  That  road  is  now  a part  of  the 
Atlantic  Coast  Line  System.  Mr.  Francis  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  Boston  through  much  of  the 
year,  but  for  an  extended  period  spent  the  winter 
months  in  this  state. 

Charles  Francis  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four 
children,  was  educated  in  his  native  city  and  resided 
in  Boston  until  he  came  to  Florida  in  1881,  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  settled  at  Interlachen, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  first  turning  his  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  oranges.  He  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has 
added  until  he  now  has  about  two  hundred  acres. 


He  had  twenty  acres  planted  to  oranges  before  the 
freeze  and  he  built  a large  packing-house  and  packed 
for  the  neighbors,  his  plant  being  equipped  with  all 
the  latest  improved  machinery.  During  the  last  two 
years  before  the  freeze  there  were  shipped  about 
thirty-two  thousand  boxes  from  the  Interlachen  depot, 
the  product  of  ten  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
orange  groves.  The  industry  today  is  about  ten  per 
cent  of  what  it  was  before  the  freeze.  Mr.  Francis 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  he 
also  has  a third  interest  in  the  Interlachen  Sand  & 
Gravel  Company.  The  question  of  good  roads  has 
elicited  his  earnest  attention  and  cooperation,  and  the 
company  with  which  he  is  connected  is  now  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  shipping  gravel  for  road  build- 
ing, and  also  makes  extensive  shipments  of  sand  for 
concrete  work.  Mr.  Francis  is  also  treasurer  of  the 
Interlachen  Telephone  Company  and  was  one  of  its 
organizers. 

After  coming  to  Florida  Mr.  Francis  erected  a 
fine  residence,  which  he  surrounded  with  native  shrubs 
and  trees.  His  is  a handsome  home,  his  beautiful 
house  being  situated  on  the  bank  of  lovely  Lake 
Lagonda,  where  he  has  a boathouse  and  boats.  Al- 
most every  specimen  of  the  flora  of  Florida  can  be 
seen  around  his  place.  There  are  many  varieties  of 
magnolias  and  palmettos,  including  the  cabbage  pal- 
metto, and  in  addition  there  is  the  sago  palm,  the 
Florida  cedar,  the  California  bamboo,  the  East  Indian 
ginger,  wild  olive,  the  wild  yellow  jasmine,  the  Bur- 
bank cactus,  the  camelia  or  japonica,  the  native  oak, 
covered  with  moss,  fig  trees,  roses  of  all  kinds  and 
many  beautiful  blossoming  plants,  both  native  and 
imported.  Upon  his  place  he  also  keeps  poultry  of 
various  kinds  and  pigeons  and  pheasants.  He  has 
five  dogs  and  engages  frequently  in  quail  hunting. 
Lagonda  is  an  attractive  sheet  of  water,  surrounded 
by  vast  forests.  It  is  fed  by  streams,  has  a sandy 
bottom  and  provides  excellent  fishing.  The  home  of 
Mr.  Francis  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Florida 
and  he  takes  great  delight  in  it,  not  only  for  the 
pleasure  that  it  affords  him,  but  also  for  that  which 
it  affords  his  neighbors.  In  manner  he  is  modest  and 
retiring,  but  is  always  a courteous  and  genial  host, 
and  many  there  are  who  speak  enthusiastically  of  his 
entertainment. 


JACOB  IRVIN  WILSON. 

Miami  has  earned  her  title  of  the  Magic  City 
through  the  energies  and  well  directed  labors  of  many 
men  who  have,  during  the  past  eighteen  years  directed 
her  growth  along  business,  educational  or  political 
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lines.  Prominent  among  them  is  Jacob  Irvin  Wilson, 
one  of  the  most  progressive,  able  and  resourceful 
business  men  of  the  city,  a force  in  politics  and  a 
leader  in  all  measures  and  projects  looking  toward 
municipal  growth  and  development.  As  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Wilson  & Bercegeay  he  is  connected 
with  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  fish  concerns  in  the 
city  and  he  is  also  interested  to  a great  extent  in  the 
real-estate  business,  his  affairs  being  always  prac- 
tically and  ably  managed  and  therefore  productive 
of  excellent  results.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Darke  county,  May  2,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Nancy  (Bartmess)  Wilson,  natives  of  Maryland 
where  they  were  reared  and  married.  They  after- 
ward moved  to  Ohio  and  thence  to  Indiana,  the 
father  engaging  in  farming  and  merchandising  all 
during  his  active  life.  Both  have  passed  away. 

When  Jacob  Irvin  Wilson  was  still  a child  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Jasper  county,  Indiana,  and  there  his 
boyhood  was  spent  upon  a farm.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  his  independent  career,  going  to 
California  whence  after  one  year  he  traveled  east- 
ward to  Huron,  South  Dakota,  where  he  spent  several 
years  engaged  as  a clerk  in  a hotel.  In  1884  he  came 
south  to  Florida  and,  locating  in  Polk  county,  planted 
and  developed  a fine  orange  grove  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  trees.  The  enterprise  proved  very  profitable 
and  Mr.  Wilson  picked  fine  crops  annually  after  his 
trees  began  to  bear,  until  the  great  freeze  of  1895 
entirely  destroyed  his  groves  and  left  him  practically 
penniless.  He  faced  the  difficult  situation  with  con- 
fidence and  courage  and,  starting  again  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ladder,  has  since  climbed  steadily  upward  to 
success.  He  came  to  Miami  in  1898  and  has  since 
made  his  home  in  this  city,  having  witnessed  almost 
its  entire  growth  and  development  and  having  borne 
in  it  an  honorable  and  useful  share.  After  seven 
years  during  which  he  conducted  a profitable  grocery 
business  he  turned  his  attention  to  real  estate  and  he 
has  since  followed  this  line  of  work,  being  one  of  the 
foremost  dealers  in  Miami  at  the  present  time.  He 
has  handled  a great  deal  of  valuable  property,  and 
being  an  expert  judge  of  land  values,  his  transactions 
have  proven  profitable  not  only  to  himself  but  to  his 
clients  also.  In  addition  to  his  activity  in  the  real- 
estate  field  Mr.  Wilson  is  also  connected  with  impor- 
tant business  interests  as  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Wilson  & Bercegeay,  who  for  the  past  six  years  have 
been  among  the  largest  wholesale  shippers  of  fish, 
operating  in  Miami.  They  make  a specialty  of  Span- 
ish mackerel  and  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  busi- 
ness may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  during  the 
year  1912  the  firm  shipped  five  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  thousand  pounds  of  this  fish  alone.  Mr.  Wil- 
son has  proven  at  all  times  a resourceful,  far-sighted 


and  able  business  man  and  his  success,  coming  as  a 
natural  result  of  his  well  directed  work,  constitutes 
one  of  the  powerful  elements  in  the  city’s  growth. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1888,  Mr.  Wilson  mar- 
ried Miss  Tena  Ivettelson  of  Arlington,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  they  have  two  sons:  Benjamin  E.  and  D. 

Earl.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and 
politically  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  progressive 
party.  For  ten  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
Miami  city  council,  during  six  years  of  which  time 
he  acted  as  president,  proving  capable,  conscientious 
and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Aside  from 
the  business  interests  above  mentioned  he  is  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Dade  County  Security  Company  and  he  di- 
rects the  affairs  of  this  institution  in  his  usual  able  and 
progressive  manner.  He  is  at  all  times  interested 
in  the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  city  and  during  the 
years  of  his  residence  here  has  done  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  its  advancement,  adhering  always  to  high 
standards  of  business  and  political  righteousness  and 
making  his  name  a synonym  for  progress,  reform 
and  growth  along  many  lines  of  civic  development. 


CHARLES  H.  LYNE. 

Charles  H.  Lyne,  who  in  an  influential  way  has 
for  many  years  been  identified  with  business  interests 
of  Miami,  is  proprietor  of  the  enterprise  operated 
by  the  C.  H.  Lyne  Foundry  & Machine  Com- 
pany and  one  of  the  able  and  far-sighted  business 
men  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  England,  August 
14,  1872,  a son  of  John  H.  Lyne,  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, who  now  resides  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  England  in  1878. 

Charles  H.  Lyne  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his 
father  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  his  childhood  and  early 
youth  were  spent.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  molder’s  trade  in  the  Vulcan  Iron  Works  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  remaining  there  for  seven  years,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan, 
where  he  joined  his  brother,  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Lyne, 
an  Episcopal  clergyman,  now  deceased.  He  studied 
for  one  year  under  the  latter’s  tutorship  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  journalism,  becoming  a re- 
porter on  the  Detroit  Tribune.  He  followed  this 
line  of  work  for  eight  months,  when  a severe  attack 
of  typhoid  fever  obliged  him  to  give  up  his  position 
and  influenced  him  in  his  determination  to  come  to 
Florida  in  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  mild  winter 
climate  of  this  state.  When  he  had  fully  recovered 
his  health  he  returned  to  Detroit  and  then  spent  one 
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year  traveling  through  the  east  in  the  interests  of 
a Detroit  publication  called  The  Foundry.  How- 
ever, the  spell  of  Florida  was  upon  him  and  eventu- 
ally he  determined  to  make  his  home  in  this  state. 
Accordingly,  he  settled  in  Palatka  in  1898  and  there 
became  connected  with  the  Stanton  Foundry  & Ma- 
chine Company  as  superintendent,  remaining  with 
them  until  1904,  when  he  came  to  Miami  and 
embarked  in  the  foundry  business  for  himself.  He 
established  the  C.  H.  Lyne  Foundry  & Machine  Com- 
pany, erected  a modern  and  well  equipped  plant  and 
has  secured  a liberal  patronage,  accorded  him  in 
recognition  of  his  excellent  goods  and  his  upright 
and  honorable  business  methods. 

In  1899  Mr.  Lyne  married  Miss  Mattie  Curry,  a 
daughter  of  A.  D.  Curry,  of  Palatka,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  a daughter,  Emma  Alice,  who  is  four 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Lyne  is  a man  whose  industry, 
honesty  and  success  have  made  him  prominent  and 
respected  in  this  city  and,  being  a public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen,  he  commands  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  associates  and  is  accounted  one  of 
Miami’s  substantial  business  factors. 


HENRY  B.  PHILIPS. 

In  the  judicial  history  of  Duval  county  appears  the 
name  of  Judge  Henry  B.  Philips,  who  has  sat  upon 
the  county  bench  for  many  years  and  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  able  lawyers  of 
the  state,  with  wide  knowledge  of  law  and  ability  in 
applying  its  principles.  His  birth  occurred  on  a farm 
three  miles  south  of  Jacksonville,  November  29,  1857, 
his  parents  being  Albert  G.  and  Margaret  Ann  (Hend- 
ricks) Philips,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Isaac 
Hendricks,  who  removed  from  South  Carolina  to 
Duval  county,  Florida,  in  pioneer  times.  Albert  G. 
Philips  was  a native  of  Georgia  and  in  early  manhood 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  state,  settlement  be- 
ing made  in  Duval  county,  where  Mr.  Philips  became 
a well  known  leading  and  successful  planter.  He 
passed  away  in  1873,  having  for  three  years  survived 
his  wife,  who  died  in  1870. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  in  his  native  county, 
Henry  B.  Philips  pursued  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Jacksonville  and  in  Emory  College.  His 
review  of  the  various  fields  of  labor  to  which  man 
directs  his  attention  and  his  energies  led  him  to  a de- 
termination to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work 
and  with  that  end  in  view  he  entered  Vanderbilt  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  law 
class  of  1881.  He  then  opened  an  office  in  Jackson- 
ville, where  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice.  He  came 


to  the  starting  point  of  his  professional  career  well 
equipped  for  success  and  his  thorough  preparation  of 
his  cases,  his  able  handling  of  his  cause  and  his  logical 
arguments  have  been  a strong  and  potent  force  in 
winning  for  him  the  success  that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  lawyers  of  the  Jacksonville  bar. 

Judge  Philips  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  occurred  on  December  11,  1884,  when  he  wedded 
Miss  Stella  M.  Tuttle,  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  who 
died  February  10,  1902,  leaving  four  children,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  as  follows:  Charlotte  H., 

Matthew  P.,  Harold  T.  and  Henry  K.  On  the  18th 
of  October,  1904,  Judge  Philips  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Catharine  Elizabeth 
Smith.  They  have  two  daughters,  Margaret  Elizabeth 
and  Mary  Catharine.  Judge  Philips  is  prominent  in 
fraternal  circles,  being  a thirty-second  degree  Mason 
and  a Shriner.  He  is  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  is  a past  noble 
grand,  and  is  a past  chancellor  of  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  community  affairs  he  is  deeply 
and  helpfully  interested  and  is  prominent  in  the 
Board  of  Trade,  of  which  he  was  formerly  one  of  its 
governors.  He  belongs  to  the  Jacksonville  Bar  Asso- 
ciation and  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  his  fellow 
practitioners.  His  ability  in  law  practice  led  to  his 
appointment  by  Governor  Fleming  to  the  position  of 
judge  of  the  criminal  court  at  Jacksonville  in  1891 
and  in  1893  he  was  reappointed  by  Governor  Mitchell, 
remaining  upon  that  bench  for  six  years.  In  1900  he 
became  a candidate  for  the  position  of  county  judge 
and  was  elected,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1901.  He  has  since  remained 
upon  the  bench,  covering  twelve  years’  service,  hon- 
ored by  the  public  and  the  profession  because  of  the 
justice  and  impartiality  of  his  deductions  which  are 
based  upon  an  exact  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
the  law. 


CHARLES  H.  WATSON. 

Charles  H.  Watson,  proprietor  of  the  hardware 
business  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Biscayne 
Hardware  Company  and  well  known  in  Miami  as  an 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  man,  was  born 
in  Ocala,  Florida,  December  4,  1864.  He  is  a son  of 
William  B.  Watson,  a native  of  Georgia,  formerly 
general  manager  of  the  De  Berry  line  of  steamers 
plying  on  the  St.  Johns  river.  The  mother  of  our 
subject,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Hattie 
Brooks,  died  in  1866  and  was  survived  by  her  hus- 
band until  May,  1910. 

Charles  H.  Watson  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  where  he  acquired  a high-school 
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education.  He  later  took  a course  in  Eastman's  Busi- 
ness College  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  became 
thoroughly  proficient  in  bookkeeping.  However,  he 
did  not  immediately  make  use  of  this  knowledge,  for 
he  began  has  active  career  as  a seaman,  working  on 
vessels  plying  on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  in  the  gulf  of 
Mexico  and  continuing  in  this  line  of  occupation  until 
1896.  It  was  during  this  period  in  his  career  that  he 
came  first  to  the  present  site  of  Miami,  arriving  here 
in  1890,  before  the  town  was  founded.  He  took  up 
a homestead  a few  miles  from  the  bay  but  after  six 
months  resumed  his  sea-faring  life.  Flis  second  settle- 
ment in  Miami  was  made  in  May,  1896,  and  for  six 
years  thereafter  he  worked  as  a bookkeeper  in  the  gro- 
cery store  conducted  by  E.  L.  Brady.  In  1910,  how- 
ever, he  turned  his  attention  to  the  hardware  business, 
founding  the  Biscayne  Hardware  Company.  The  busi- 
ness is  located  on  the  corner  of  Sixth  street  and  Ave- 
nue D and  occupies  a double  store  room  sixty  by  one 
hundred  feet,  built  of  brick  veneer  and  excellently 
equipped,  the  building  having  been  erected  by  Mr. 
Watson  in  1909.  The  Biscayne  Hardware  Company 
is  in  control  of  one  of  the  largest  hardware  concerns 
in  Miami  and  enjoys  a large  and  growing  patronage 
which  it  has  secured  by  energy  and  upright  business 
methods  and  a modern  and  progressive  business  pol- 
icy. In  its  management  Mr.  Watson  is  ably  assisted 
by  his  eldest  son,  William  Cecil  Watson,  one  of  the 
most  promising  of  the  younger  business  men  of 
Miami. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Watson  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Epis- 
copal church.  He  is  conspicuous  among  his  business 
associates  by  reason  of  his  high  standards  of  com- 
mercial integrity  and  his  straightforward  business 
methods,  while  in  social  circles  he  has  gained  by  rea- 
son of  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character  the  confi- 
dence, respect  and  esteem  of  an  extensive  circle  of 
friends. 


JOSEPH  LANCELOT  LESTER. 

Joseph  Lancelot  Lester  is  not  only  a successful  and 
able  lawyer  in  Key  West  but  is  also  a representative 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  city,  both  his 
paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  having  settled  in 
Florida  in  very  early  times.  The  Lester  family  was 
established  in  Key  West  by  Captain  Joseph  Lester, 
a native  of  England  and  a man  who  throughout  many 
years  of  his  earlier  life  followed  the  sea,  eventually 
reaching  the  Florida  coast,  where  he  made  a perma- 
nent location.  The  maternal  branch  of  this  family 
was  established  in  the  city  by  Mr.  Lester’s  great- 


great-grandfather,  who  bore  the  name  of  Whalton, 
who  in  an  early  day  came  from  New  York  to  Key 
West,  thoroughly  identifying  his  interests  with  those 
of  the  community  from  that  time  until  his  death.  It 
was  he  who  established  all  the  lighthouses  on  the 
lower  Florida  reefs  and  he  met  death  at  the  hands  of 
Indians,  who,  lying  in  ambush,  watched  him  bury 
some  treasure  on  Indian  Key  and  killed  him  in  order 
to  secure  the  gold. 

Joseph  Lancelot  Lester  was  born  in  Key  West, 
January  15,  1892,  and  is  a son  of  Stephen  M.  and 
Leonella  (Whalton)  Lester,  both  natives  of  the  city. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1906  but  the  father  still 
makes  his  home  in  the  city  where  he  was  born.  Their 
son  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  city  schools 
and  afterward  attended  the  University  of  Florida, 
graduating  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1911.  In 
the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  at  once 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Key  West,  where  he  has  since  remained,  having 
already  secured  a gratifying  patronage  in  recognition 
of  his  merit  and  ability. 

Mr.  Lester  married,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1913,  Miss 
ITerminia  Recio,  a daughter  of  the  late  Carlos  Recio, 
a prominent  wholesale  merchant  of  Key  West.  Mr. 
Lester  is  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
and  politically  belongs  to  the  democratic  party,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  native  commu- 
nity. Although  he  is  one  of  the  younger  members  of 
the  bar  of  Key  West,  he  bids  fair  to  become  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  and  successful  and,  having  begun 
well  in  his  profession,  will  undoubtedly  make  con- 
tinued progress  with  the  advancing  years. 


CARLOS  RECIO. 

Among  the  men  whose  ability,  enterprise  and  initi- 
ative spirit,  directed  into  business  channels,  made  them 
prominent  among  the  real  promoters  and  upbuilders 
of  Key  West’s  commercial  institutions  was  numbered 
Carlos  Recio,  who  for  thirty-five  years  conducted  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  important  wholesale  grocery 
enterprises  in  the  city.  His  life  measured  up  to  the 
highest  standard  of  honorable  manhood  and  his  death 
deprived  the  city  of  one  of  its  active,  prominent  and 
deservedly  successful  business  men  as  well  as  one  of 
her  most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens. 

Carlos  Recio  was  a native  of  the  Cuban  province 
of  Puerto  Principe,  born  July  6,  1849.  and  in  that 
locality  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  acquired  his  educa- 
tion. Shortly  after  reaching  his  majority,  in  1872,  he 
came  to  Key  West  and  for  thirty-eight  years  there- 
after remained  a respected  and  honored  resident  of 
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the  city.  He  was  a splendid  type  of  the  self-made 
man,  for  arriving  here  without  money  and  entirely 
friendless,  he  faced  the  hard  conditions  of  his  life 
with  confidence  and  courage  and  by  the  exercise  of 
his  firm  determination  and  persistency  of  purpose 
steadily  worked  his  way  upward  to  success.  His  first 
position  was  as  clerk  in  a grocery  store  and  this  he 
retained  until  1875,  when  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself,  establishing  a wholesale  and  retail  gro- 
cery enterprise  with  which  he  was  connected  until 
his  death.  In  1876  he  abandoned  the  retail  branch 
of  his  business,  afterward  devoting  himself  exclu- 
sively to  the  wholesale  trade,  and  built  up  a large 
and  important  enterprise  which  became  recognized  as 
a powerful  element  in  the  city’s  commercial  growth. 
Mr.  Recio  became  known  as  one  of  Key  West’s  lead- 
ing merchants  and  most  substantial  business  men  and 
he  continued  active  in  the  management  of  his  enter- 
prise, which  grew  larger  and  more  important  with  the 
passing  years,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
22d  of  March,  1910,  when  he  was  sixty  years  of  age. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Recio  was  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  his  religious  views  were  in  accord  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  church,  he  being  a member 
of  St.  Paul’s  church  of  this  city.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Monroe  county  board  of  commission- 
ers for  four  years.  He  was  public-spirited  and  loyal 
in  matters  of  citizenship,  taking  a deep  interest  in 
those  measures  and  projects  which  had  for  their  ob- 
ject the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the  city  and 
county  and  it  was  thus  that  in  his  passing  Monroe 
county  lost  one  of  her  representative  and  valued 
citizens. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1879,  Mr-  Reci°  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Emeline  Corrall,  who  was  born  in 
Havana,  Cuba,  September  6,  1862,  and  who  came  to 
Key  West  with  her  parents  in  1869.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Recio  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Carlos  Nestor;  Fernando  Emilio,  who  died  on 
the  15th  of  March,  1910,  one  week  prior  to  his  father’s 
demise;  Carlos  Manuel;  Francisco  Xavier;  Emelina 
Teresa,  the  wife  of  John  Alexander  Hayes;  Alfredo 
Louis ; Estella  Rebecca,  who  married  Policarp  Art- 
man ; Bolivar  Tomas;  and  Herminia,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Lancelot  Lester. 

The  oldest  son,  Carlos  Nestor  Recio,  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  management  of  the  large  wholesale  con- 
cern in  Key  West  which  was  founded  by  the  latter 
in  1875.  He  is  a native  son  of  this  city,  born  Febru- 
ary 28,  1880,  and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  local 
public  and  private  schools.  Upon  reaching  manhood 
he  became  assistant  manager  of  the  Recio  wholesale 
grocery  establishment  and  gradually  took  from  his 
father’s  shoulders  most  of  the  heavier  burdens  con- 


nected with  its  conduct.  After  the  father  died  Car- 
los Nestor  Recio  assumed  entire  control  and  he  has 
continued  to  conduct  the  business  on  the  same  high 
plane  on  which  it  was  established,  being  today  one  of 
the  most  prominent,  able  and  far-sighted  of  the 
younger  business  men  of  the  city.  He  married  on  the 
8th  of  December,  1901,  Miss  Maria  Recio,  a native 
of  Camaguey,  Cuba,  and  a daughter  of  Gaspar  Recio, 
of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Recio  have  four  children: 
Maria  Angela,  aged  eleven ; Nestor  Carlos,  aged 
seven ; Octavio,  aged  six ; and  Anna  Maria,  who  is 
one  year  old.  One  other  child,  Eugenia,  died  at  the 
age  of  three. 

Mr.  Recio  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Key  West  Board  of  Trade.  His  religious 
views  are  in  accordance  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Episcopal  church  and  politically  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  democratic  party.  He  does  not,  however,  take 
an  active  part  in  politics,  preferring  to  give  his  entire 
attention  to  his  business  affairs,  which  are  capably 
and  ably  conducted,  bringing  him  a gratifying  degree 
of  success  and  assuring  him  of  a prominent  place  in 
business  circles.  In  1913  he  erected  on  the  corner  of 
Duval  and  Caroline  streets  a two-story  concrete  build- 
ing forty-eight  by  fifty  feet  in  size,  the  lower  floor 
of  which  is  a large  business  room  and  the  upper  a 
modern  apartment.  The  building,  which  is  practically 
fireproof,  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  in  Key  West 
and  gives  evidence  of  Mr.  Recio’s  energy,  enterprise 
and  business  ability.  In  the  control  of  the  great  es- 
tablishment, of  which  he  is  now  the  head,  Mr.  Recio 
has  ever  displayed  an  initiative  spirit,  a power  of 
organization  and  administration  and  keen  business 
discrimination  and  he  has  made  the  concern  a worthy 
memorial  to  his  father,  who  founded  it,  and  a credit 
to  the  name  that  has  long  been  honored  and  respected 
in  this  community. 


EDWARD  LEE  SMITH. 

On  the  roster  of  county  officials  of  Volusia  county 
appears  the  name  of  Edward  Lee  Smith,  now  serving 
in  an  efficient  and  capable  manner  as  sheriff.  He 
was  born  in  Brooksville,  Florida,  November  1,  1870, 
and  is  a son  of  William  G.  and  Martha  (Hanna) 
Smith,  the  former  a merchant  and  stock-raiser. 

Edward  L.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  place  and  after  laying  aside  his  books 
learned  carpentering  and  contracting.  He  began  his 
public  life  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Volusia  county,  an 
office  in  which  he  served  with  credit  and  satisfaction 
for  twelve  consecutive  years,  after  which  he  acted  as 
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chief  of  police  of  Daytona  for  three  years.  In  1909 
he  accepted  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Volusia  county, 
with  residence  in  De  Land,  and  the  results  which  he 
obtained  in  that  position  won  him  reelection  in  1912. 
He  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity  and  has  made  a 
creditable  and  enviable  record  for  far-sighted,  straight- 
forward and  efficient  work  in  public  service. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Katie  V.  Richardson,  of 
Volusia  county,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Curtis  E.,  Homer  L.  and  Howard  B. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Smith  is  connected  with  the  Red  Men 
and  the  Elks,  being  prominent  and  well  known  in  both 
organizations.  His  life  is  exemplary  in  all  respects 
and  he  has  the  esteem  of  his  friends  and  the  entire 
confidence  of  those  who  have  business  or  official  rela- 
tions with  him. 


JOHN  WESLEY  BEVIS. 

John  Wesley  Bevis,  proprietor  of  a large  sawmill 
in  Bascom  and  also  well  known  in  business  circles 
as  a successful  merchant,  was  born  in  Carroll  county, 
Georgia,  January  22,  1864.  He  is  a son  of  William 
and  Emeline  (Copeland)  Bevis,  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  who  in  1864  came  to  Florida,  locating  in 
Jackson  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  until  his  death,  February  7,  1906. 
The  mother  survived  him  until  April,  1910.  To  their 
union  were  born  ten  children:  Maggie,  deceased;  Fan- 
nie, who  has  also  passed  away ; Elizabeth ; Thomas  and 
George  C.,  both  of  whom  are  deceased;  R.  Frank,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  this  section ; May  Ellen, 
widow  of  Elias  Dozier;  William  A.,  of  Jackson 
county ; John  Wesley,  of  this  review ; and  Martha  A., 
deceased. 

John  W.  Bevis  was  not  yet  one  year  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  Florida  and  he  grew  to  manhood  in 
Jackson  county,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  began 
his  independent  career,  engaging  in  farming  for  one 
year  and  then  purchasing  a sawmill  in  Bascom  to- 
gether with  a general  merchandise  store,  both  of 
which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted.  All  of 
his  business  interests  are  well  controlled  and  ably 
managed  and  his  laudable  ambition  is  leading  him 
into  important  trade  relations. 

Mr.  Bevis  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Sou  Smith  Dickson,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: Paul  Dickson,  of  Malone;  Lolie  Copeland,  the 
wife  of  W.  A.  Knapp,  of  New  Mexico ; and  Sou 
Smith,  who  married  William  Rogers,  of  Jackson 
county.  The  mother  of  these  children  passed  away 
in  1890  and  Mr.  Bevis  afterward  married  Miss  Mary 
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Lou  Messer.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Harry  Lee,  deceased;  and  Myrtle  B.,  Victor  S., 
Helen  Hazel  and  Georgia  Emeline,  all  at  home.  Mr. 
Bevis  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party,  and  in  his  religious  views  is  a devout  Metho- 
dist. He  stands  high  in  both  business  and  social 
circles  and  well  deserves  mention  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  Bascom. 


JOSEPH  YATES  PORTER,  M.  D. 

For  a quarter  of  a century  Dr.  Joseph  Yates  Por- 
ter has  been  health  officer  of  Florida.  His  fitness 
for  this  office  rests  upon  his  thorough  training  in 
medical  schools  and  his  long  experience  as  a medical 
practitioner  and  surgeon  in  the  government  service. 
His  ability  has  secured  him  recognition  as  the  peer 
of  many  of  the  ablest  representatives  of  the  profes- 
sion throughout  the  country.  Florida  numbers  him 
among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  at 
Key  West,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1847,  his  parents 
being  Joseph  Yates  and  Mary  A.  (Randolph)  Porter. 
His  father  was  a native  of  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  a son  of  William  L.  Porter,  who  removed 
from  Boston,  his  native  city,  to  Charleston.  In  young 
manhood  Joseph  Yates  Porter,  Sr.,  became  a resident 
of  Key  West,  where  he  conducted  business  as  a mer- 
chant. He  was  married  in  1845  and  died  two  weeks 
before  the  birth  of  his  son  and  namesake,  when  lie 
was  only  about  thirty  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who 
passed  away  in  i860,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  a native  of 
Virginia,  who  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Key  West  in 
t 835,  when  he  was  thirty-seven  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  was  commander  of  the  United  States  revenue 
cutter  Washington.  He  belonged  to  the  distinguished 
Randolph  family  of  Virginia  and  in  the  Porter  family 
were  those  of  equal  renown,  Dr.  Porter  being  a 
nephew  of  W.  D.  Porter,  who  was  one  of  the  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Charleston  and  served  as  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  South  Carolina. 

Dr.  Joseph  Yates  Porter  spent  much  of  his  youth 
in  the  north,  acquiring  his  more  specifically  literary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Burlington,  New 
Jersey.  His  professional  training  was  received  in 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1870.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  appointed  acting  assistant  surgeon  in 
the  United  States  army  and  was  sent  to  Fort  Jeffer- 
son, where  he  spent  three  and  a half  years.  While 
there  stationed  in  1873  he  passed  through  an  epi- 
demic of  yellow  fever.  He  had  previously  suffered 
an  attack  of  the  disease  in  1867  and  has  since  passed 
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through  several  other  epidemics.  His  services  in  this 
connection  have  won  him  fame  second  to  no  man  in 
the  country.  His  methods  of  treating  the  dread  dis- 
ease have  been  most  efficacious  until  his  opinions  have 
come  to  be  accepted  as  authority  upon  the  subject. 
In  June,  1875,  he  successfully  passed  the  required  ex- 
amination and  was  regularly  appointed  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  army  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 
Five  years  later  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain.  He  remained  in  the  military  service  in  the 
capacity  of  surgeon  until  1889,  or  for  a period  of 
nineteen  years.  During  that  time  he  was  on  duty 
at  Tortugas,  Key  West,  Tampa,  Miami  and  in  Texas. 
In  1887  he  was  in  charge  during  the  epidemic  of 
yellow  fever  as  chairman  of  the  Monroe  county  board 
of  health  at  Key  West  and  was  in  control  of  govern- 
ment relief  at  Tampa.  During  the  epidemic  in  Jack- 
sonville in  1888  he  was  surgeon  in  charge  of  the 
United  States  government  relief  measures  and  so 
effective  were  his  labors  that  the  state  legislature 
honored  him  with  a vote  of  thanks.  He  studied  every 
possible  condition  bearing  upon  the  disease  and  sought 
to  promote  preventive  measures  as  well  as  introduce 
effective  measures  of  cure. 

Following  his  retirement  from  the  army  in  1889 
Dr.  Porter  was  made  state  health  officer  of  Florida, 
which  position  he  has  since  continued  to  fill.  The 
demands  of  the  office  have  been  so  extensive  and  exact- 
ing that  he  has  been  unable  to  give  any  time  whatso- 
ever to  private  practice.  Flis  duties  have  taken  him 
all  over  the  state  and  at  times  have  forced  him  to 
be  absent  from  the  state.  He  has  perhaps  done  more 
active  service  in  yellow  fever  epidemics  than  any  other 
physician  of  his  age.  Prior  to  his  appointment  as 
state  health  officer  in  1889  Florida  had  been  frequently 
ravaged  by  yellow  fever  and  the  people  lived  in  con- 
stant dread  of  the  disease.  Since  he  entered  upon  his 
present  position  there  have  been  but  two  epidemics, 
that  of  1899  and  that  of  1905,  the  splendid  result  in 
doing  away  with  the  disease  being  largely  due  to  a 
careful  attention  to  preventive  measures.  In  1907  in 
recognition  of  his  efficient  service  to  humanity  at 
large  and  to  this  community  in  particular  he  was  re- 
stored to  the  United  States  army  and  immediately 
retired  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel. 

On  June  1,  1870,  Dr.  Porter  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Louise  Curry,  a daughter  of  William 
Curry,  the  well  known  pioneer  merchant  of  Key 
West.  There  are  four  children  of  this  marriage : 
William  Randolph,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business;  Mary  Louise,  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  W. 
Hunt  Harris,  a prominent  legislator  of  Florida;  Jen- 
nie Roberta,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Mountjoy,  of  New 
York  city;  and  Dr.  Joseph  Yates  Porter,  Jr.,  a prac- 


ticing physician  who  has  already  won  for  himself  a 
creditable  place  in  professional  circles. 

The  family  attend  the  Episcopal  church  of  which 
Dr.  Porter  is  a communicant  and  he  likewise  holds 
membership  in  several  of  the  leading  fraternal  so- 
cieties including  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Elks.  He  is  well  known  as  a valued  repre- 
sentative of  several  social  clubs  of  the  state  and  wher- 
ever he  goes  he  wins  a circle  of  warm  friends  who 
entertain  for  him  the  Highest  regard  by  reason  of 
what  he  has  accomplished  and  the  social  qualities 
which  he  displays.  His  political  allegiance  has  al- 
ways been  given  to  the  democratic  party  but  he  has 
always  been  too  busy  with  his  professional  duties  to 
take  active  part  in  politics.  However,  in  1900  he  was 
elected  to  represent  Monroe  county  in  the  state  legis- 
lature and  served  for  one  term.  His  interest  is  largely 
centered  upon  the  profession  and  he  is  a well  known 
and  prominent  representative  of  the  leading  medical 
societies  including  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  American  Public  Plealth  Association,  the 
Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United 
States,  the  Florida  State  Medical  Society,  of  which 
he  is  an  ex-president ; and  the  Pan-American  Medical 
Association.  He  is  also  an  ex-president  of  the  Confer- 
ence of  the  State  and  Provincial  Boards  of  Health, 
a member  of  the  National  Tuberculosis  Association, 
of  the  American  Anti-Tuberculosis  League  and  of 
other  scientific  societies.  He  has  been  a contributor 
to  leading  medical  journals  and  his  writings  always 
elicit  deep  attention  and  interest.  While  his  knowl- 
edge and  ability  place  him  in  the  front  rank  among 
representatives  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  coun- 
try his  interests  and  activities  are  not  entirely  confined 
to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  He  looks 
ever  to  the  welfare  of  city,  state  and  nation  and  be- 
lieves that  the  interests  of  the  people  can  be  promoted 
through  the  attainment  of  good  health,  good  roads 
and  good  schools.  It  is  said  that  no  man  in  Florida 
is  held  in  higher  esteem  than  Dr.  Porter,  a position 
which  he  fully  merits,  yet  he  wears  his  honors  with 
becoming  modesty  and  is  always  appreciative  of  the 
worth  of  others. 


R.  B.  GARNETT,  M.  D. 

Foremost  among  the  upbuilders  of  St.  Augustine 
stands  Dr.  R.  B.  Garnett,  who  in  the  development  of 
his  large  realty  interests  in  the  city  has  become  instru- 
mental in  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity. For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a resident  of  St. 
Augustine  and  in  that  time  has  given  most  of  his  at- 
tention to  the  development  of  his  realty  interests,  to 
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horticulture  and  to  the  care  of  his  other  properties, 
although  he  has  also  given  part  of  his  attention  to  his 
medical  practice.  He  has  not  only  been  a witness  of 
the  wonderful  changes  that  have  taken  place  but  by 
his  activities  has  aided  to  bring  about  this  advance- 
ment. When  he  came  to  the  state,  land  could  be  en- 
tered at  the  price  of  one  dollar  and  a quarter  which 
today  is  worth  one  thousand  dollars  per  acre  for  its 
timber  alone,  and  Dr.  Garnett  has  wisely  profited  by 
this  wonderful  change  in  value  which  has  taken  place. 
He  makes  his  home  today  in  a handsome  house  located 
on  fourteen  acres  in  the  Garnett  addition,  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  although  seventy-five  years  of  age,  is  still 
active  in  the  cultivation  of  this  land,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  known  orange  groves  in  the  state  and  the 
only  one  in  the  city. 

R.  B.  Garnett  was  born  at  Franklin,  Howard 
county,  Missouri,  May  7,  1838,  a son  of  John  and 
Eliza  (Brookie)  Garnett,  natives  of  Glasgow,  Bar- 
ren county,  Kentucky,  where  they  were  married.  Sub- 
sequently, about  1830,  they  removed  to  Missouri,  in 
which  state  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  The 
father  established,  in  1856,  in  St.  Louis,  the  firm  of 
John  Garnett  & Company,  a mercantile  business  with 
which  he  remained  connected  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1862.  With  the  coming  of  better  times  after 
the  Civil  war  and  the  era  of  general  prosperity  that  set 
in,  the  business  subsequently  grew  to  enormous  pro- 
portions and  the  father’s  partner  derived  an  immense 
fortune  therefrom.  The  mother  passed  away  when 
R.  B.  Garnett,  our  subject,  was  a boy  of  only  five  years. 
They  had  five  children  who  grew  to  maturity : Theo- 
dosia, who  died  in  1907;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Frank 
D.  Atwater  and  passed  away  May  7,  1912,  leaving  two 
daughters  and  a son;  Sallie  A.,  the  widow  of  J.  D. 
Mathews,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  R.  B.,  of  this  review  ; 
and  Richard  A.,  of  St.  Louis. 

R.  B.  Garnett . remained  at  home  with  his  father 
until  the  latter’s  death  in  1862,  when  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  Deciding  to  make  the  medical 
profession  his  life  work,  he  attended  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  College  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1874. 
He  began  to  practice  in  northeastern  Missouri,  re- 
maining there  for  a short  time  and  subsequently 
removing  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  followed  his  profes- 
sion until  1876.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Florida, 
locating  at  Crescent  City,  where  he  engaged  in  practice. 
Ability  and  experience  brought  him  success  here  and 
made  him  one  of  the  foremost  physicians  of  the  town. 
He  was  always  capable,  earnest  and  conscientious  in 
the  performance  of  his  professional  duties  and  as  he 
demonstrated  his  ability  to  successfully  cope  with  the 
ravages  of  sickness  and  disease  his  reputation  grew 
and  his  clientage  became  more  extensive.  In  1882  he 
came  to  St.  Augustine,  but  readily  recognizing  the  op- 


portunities of  the  growing  city,  gave  only  part  of  his 
time  to  his  practice  and  devoted  much  of  his  attention 
to  two  large  tracts  of  land,  comprising  nearly  forty 
acres,  in  the  north  part  of  the  city,  which  he  had 
acquired  by;  purchase.  He  platted  this  property  and 
sold  lots  therein,  it  becoming  known  under  the  name 
of  the  Garnett  subdivision.  Native  ability  seemed  to 
adapt  him  to  the  real-estate  business  and  this  quality 
he  used  to  great  advantage,  making  use  of  opportu- 
nities as  they  presented  themselves  and  extending  his 
interests.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a valuable  build- 
ing at  Bridge  and  Washington  streets,  in  which  are 
located  twelve  sfores,  the  rental  of  which  bring  him  a 
good  income.  He  bought  this  property  in  1882  when 
it  was  known  as  Maria  Sanchez  Creek,  or  the  Santa 
Maria  tide  water  stream,  and  at  the  time  he  purchased 
it,  it  was  a body-  of  water  six  feet  deep.  At  large 
expense  he  fillet?  in  much  in  the  same  way  as  the  most 
part  of  the  town  was  made  and  it  became  a valuable 
property.  He  still  owns  a number  of  lots  in  the 
Garnett  subdivision,  where  also  is  located  his  home.  As 
his  interests  have  extended  he  has  become  a stock- 
holder in  the  Commercial  Bank  of  St.  Augustine  and 
has  also  mining  interests  in  Idaho  and  is  connected 
with  the  Central  Realty  Investment  Company  oc 
Jacksonville. 

The  home  of  Dr.  Garnett  is  located  at  No.  114  San 
Marco  avenue,  in  the  Garnett  addition,  and  is  sur- 
rounded by  one  of  the  finest  orange  groves  in  the  state. 
There  is  much  of  interest  in  his  gardens,  which  are 
one  of  the  show  places  of  the  city,  visited  by  most 
tourists  coming  to  St.  Augustine.  He  has  a fine  grove 
of  selected  citrus  fruits  and  a tract  planted  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pecan  trees  of  the  Bradley, 
Vandeman,  Curtis,  Trotcher  egg  shell  and  Tech  vari- 
eties. In  1912  he  gathered  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  pounds  of  nuts  from  six  trees,  which  were 
planted  only  in  March,  1903,  and  they  brought  him 
fifty  cents  per  pound,  a price  which  without  further 
explanation  bespeaks  the  high  quality  of  the  product. 
Rows  of  palmettos,  oaks  and'  cedars  planted  by  him- 
self stand  on  the  home  place,  among  which  is  the  larg- 
est live  oak  in  this  part  of  the  country,  an  oak  which 
is  said  to  be  five  hundred  years  old  and  in  its  youth 
might  have  welcomed  Ponce  de  Leon  in  his  search  for 
the  spring  of  eternal  youth,  which  witnessed  the  com- 
ing of  Menendez  when  he  founded  here  the  first  city 
on  the  continent  of  the  United  States  in  1565,  which 
could  tell  of  Drake’s  murderous  assaults  and  give  us 
a history  of  the  Spanish,  the  English  and  again  the 
Spanish  in  this  land  of  the  flowers,  until  it  became  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  gives  fair  promise  to  live 
hundreds  of  years  more  and  to  spread  its  branches  for 
coming  generations.  Bananas,  lufa  and  many  other 
forms  of  vegetation  are  to  be  found  on  the  place 
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which  are  of  great  interest  to  the  northern  tourists, 
who  are  welcome  guests  at  the  Garnett  groves,  where 
the  visitors  may  study  the  wonders  of  nature  at  their 
leisure.  The  orange  grove  on  this  property  is  widely 
known  and  its  fruit  among  the  best  grown  in  Florida. 
Most  of  the  oranges  ripen  on  the  trees  and  the  tour- 
ists who  visit  the  place  take  the  entire  crop,  being  per- 
mitted to  take  tbe  fruit  for  remittance  of  a small  fee. 
It  is  considered  the  proper  thing  for  the  northern  visitor 
to  be  photographed  in  the  Doctor’s  orange  grove,  which 
is  the  only  one  in  the  city,  and  its  name  and  fame  have 
spread  all  over  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Garnett  was  married  December  3,  1874,  to  Miss 
Mary  Josephine  Mitchell,  a native  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, where  she  was  born  in  1854,  and  a daughter  of 
Robert  and  Elenore  (Mathews)  Mitchell,  natives  of 
Maysville,  Kentucky.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Garnett  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Robert  S.,  a successful  and 
well  known  physician  of  St.  Augustine,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  three  children  ; and  Catherine  Estelle,  the 
wife  of  J.  J.  Murphy,  of  Jacksonville,  Florida.  Dr. 
Garnett  is  a devout  communicant  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  a member  of  the  affiliated  institution  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a member  of  the  City 
Exchange  and,  taking  great  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  growth  and  development  of  St.  Augustine 
and  the  surrounding  section,  is  well  known  for  his 
progressive  spirit  and  highly  esteemed.  He  now  lives 
in  his  beautiful  home  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
free  from  the  hustle  of  city  and  business  life,  entirely 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  his  beautiful  gardens,  and 
finds  in  that  occupation  that  serene  rest  which  gives 
happiness  and  contentment  to  old  age. 


B.  M.  CARUTLIERS. 

B.  M.  Caruthers  has  been  closely  associated  with 
the  business,  social,  political  and  moral  development 
of  Clearwater,  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  Flor- 
ida numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Sumter  county  on  the  6th  of 
October,  1876,  his  parents  being  Joseph  Philip  and 
Ann  Elizabeth  (Matchett)  Caruthers,  the  former  a 
native  of  Florida.  They  now  reside  in  Clearwater, 
where  they  have  made  their  home  since  1896.  The 
father  is  a farmer  and  orange  grower,  but  makes  his 
home  in  the  town. 

B.  M.  Caruthers  was  the  fourth  in  a family  of 
eight  children,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  started  in  mercan- 
tile business  at  Webster,  but  afterward  came  to  Clear- 
water and  engaged  in  clerking  until  he  entered  the 
grocery  business  on  his  own  account  in  connection 


with  his  brother  David  under  the  firm  style  of  the 
Caruthers  Grocery  Company.  The  enterprise  proved 
profitable,  for  through  capable  management,  reason- 
able prices  and  honorable  dealing  the  firm  built  up  a 
good  business,  with  which  B.  M.  Caruthers  was  ac- 
tively and  closely  associated  until  January,  1913, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner.  He  is  owner 
of  some  good  real  estate  in  Clearwater  and  he  is 
prominently  connected  with  public  affairs  here.  His 
opinions  carry  weight  in  political  circles  and  for  the 
past  two  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  city 
council.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  he  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1902,  Mr.  Caruthers  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Claude  Lee  Mobley,  a 
native  of  Sumter  county,  Florida,  the  daughter  of 
George  R.  and  Anna  J.  (Fussell)  Mobley,  living  in 
Sumter  county.  The  three  children  of  this  marriage 
are  Janette,  Evalee  and  Hilda.  Well  known  in  Pinel- 
las county,  Mr.  Caruthers  has  a circle  of  friends  al- 
most coextensive  with  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  his  opinions  have  been  influencing  factors  in 
molding  tbe  history  and  shaping  the  development  of 
this  section. 


S.  R.  BOWEN. 

S.  R.  Bowen  owns  a valuable  farm  of  sixty  acres 
three  miles  southeast  of  Hastings,  where  he  follows 
general  agricultural  pursuits,  specializing  in  potato 
growing.  He  was  born  in  Morristown,  Tennessee, 
January  25,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  W.  R.  and  Anna 
(Smith)  Bowen,  natives  of  that  state,  who  in  1871 
removed  to  Missouri,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  four  years.  In  1875  they  came  to  Florida,  locat- 
ing in  Putnam  county,  where  both  passed  away,  the 
mother  in  1877  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years,  and 
the  father  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
The  father  successfully  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits during  his  entire  active  life,  specializing  along 
horticulture,  and  while  a resident  of  Putnam  county 
cultivated  a profitable  orange  grove  consisting  of 
about  thirty  acres.  I11  their  family  were  five  chil- 
dren : R.  L.,  of  Woodruff,  South  Carolina ; Mary  E., 
the  wife  of  James  H.  Evans,  of  Knoxville,  Tennes- 
see ; S.  R.,  of  this  review ; Alice  Lucile,  of  Cleve- 
land, Tennessee;  and  Anna  E.,  also  of  that  city. 

S.  R.  Bowen  remained  under  the  parental  roof, 
making  removal  with  his  parents  on  their  various 
changes  of  home,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
schools  near  his  father’s  farm.  After  putting  aside 
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his  text-books  he  worked  on  the  home  place  and  there 
remained  until  his  father’s  death  in  1895.  Subse- 
quent to  that  date  he  worked  for  two  years  in  Pa- 
latka  but  has  since  been  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
place  which  he  bought  in  1898,  with  the  exception 
of  nine  months,  which  he  spent  in  Cuba  during  the 
Cuban  campaign,  going  at  that  time  as  a civilian.  In 
1898  he  acquired  the  eighty  acres  of  fertile  land  he 
now  owns  situated  three  miles  southeast  of  Hast- 
ings. He  has  made  a number  of  improvements  and 
installed  such  equipment  as  he  considers  necessary 
to  modern  agriculture,  devoting  his  land  mostly  to 
potato  farming.  The  value  of  his  property  has  been 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  erection  of  a commodious 
home  which  was  built  by  our  subject. 

Mr.  Bowen  was  married  on  November  3,  1905,  to 
Miss  Sallie  Bailey,  a native  of  Nicholasville,  Ken- 
tucky, where  she  was  born  in  1887,  a daughter  of 
Luther  Bailey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen  have  two  chil- 
dren, Samuel  Reece,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Bowen 
has  not  only  attained  individual  prosperity  but  has 
in  a general  way  helped  in  building  up  the  resources 
of  the  section,  and  his  activities,  especially  along 
the  line  of  potato  culture,  have  been  constructive  in 
the  development  of  that  industry.  He  has  become 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Hastings  and  wherever 
known  is  greatly  respected  for  his  unfaltering  alle- 
giance to  honorable  principles  which  he  daily  main- 
tains in  his  business  and  social  relations,  and  for  his 
public-spirited  citizenship. 


SAMUEL  H.  RICHMOND. 

The  history  of  Miami’s  business  progress  would 
be  incomplete  without  mention  of  Samuel  LI.  Rich- 
mond, the  founder  of  the  Richmond  Investment  Com- 
pany and  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  real  estate  in 
the  city.  Honored  and  respected  by  all,  no  man  oc- 
cupies a more  enviable  position  in  business  circles, 
not  alone  by  reason  of  the  success  he  has  achieved 
but  also  owing  to  the  honorable  and  straightforward 
business  policies  he  has  ever  followed.  He  was  born 
in  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  August  13,  1849,  and  is 
a son  of  Reuben  A.  Richmond,  who  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  treasurer  and  collector  of  the  city  of  Taun- 
ton. The  family  is  of  old  American  establishment, 
having  been  founded  in  New  England  by  John  Rich- 
mond, who  came  from  England  to  the  Massachusetts 
colony  about  fifteen  years  after  the  landing  of  the 
Mayflower. 

Samuel  H.  Richmond  was  reared  in  Taunton  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  its  public  schools.  He 
later  entered  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College 


at  Amherst  and  in  1871  was  graduated  with  the  first 
class  which  left  that  institution.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Massachusetts,  becoming  instructor  in 
drafting  and  mechanical  drawing  in  industrial  schools 
in  Fall  River  and  Taunton,  and  this  occupation  he 
continued  for  a short  time  after  coming  to  Florida 
in  1881.  He  located  first  in  Marion  county,  where 
he  was  deputy  court  clerk  for  six  years  and  also 
planted  an  orange  grove,  which  he  was  successful  in 
developing  until  1895,  when  the  great  frost  of  that 
year  destroyed  his  trees.  He  then  left  Marion  county 
and  came  to  Dade  county,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
making  his  home  at  Cutler  and  maintaining  offices 
in  Miami,  and  being  numbered  among  the  pioneers 
in  this  section.  For  fifteen  years  after  locating  here 
he  was  associated  with  the  land  department  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railway.  During  this  time  he 
inspected  as  surveyor  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  lower  Dade  county  which 
at  that  time  was  a wilderness  but  is  now  developed 
into  one  of  the  best  fruit-growing  sections  in  the 
United  States.  His  special  charge  was  the  Perrine 
grant,  which  was  a concession  made  to  Dr.  Perrine 
in  1835.  Dr.  Perrine  was  formerly  consul  at  Yucatan 
and  conceived  the  idea  of  developing  a large  planta- 
tion here  but  was  killed  by  the  Indians  at  Indian  Key 
shortly  after  he  had  embarked  upon  his  work.  The 
land  lay  dormant  until  1896,  when  the  East  Coast 
Railroad  Company  entered  into  a contract  with  the 
heirs  to  develop  it  and  Mr.  Richmond  wras  chosen 
agent  to  carry  out  the  contract  with  the  government. 
The  Perrine  grant  comprises  twenty-four  thousand 
acres  and  there  Mr.  Richmond  located,  allotting  land 
to  the  settlers  and  cultivating  tropical  trees  and  plants 
which  were  furnished  by  the  East  Coast  Railway 
Company  and  the  government.  Later  as  a practical 
civil  engineer  he  was  employed  by  the  Richardson- 
Killett  Company  of  Minneapolis  to  survey  three  thou- 
sand acres  of  everglade  land.  This  task  successfully 
completed,  he  turned,  in  1911,  his  attention  to  other 
pursuits,  founding  the  Richmond  Investment  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  is  now  connected,  being  associ- 
ated with  Dr.  H.  C.  Thomas.  The  company  does  a 
general  real-estate  business,  handling  a large  amount 
of  business,  residence  and  farm  property,  and  enjoys 
an  excellent  patronage,  its  methods  being  thoroughly 
reliable  and  its  business  policy  such  as  neither  seeks 
nor  requires  disguise. 

Mr.  Richmond  married,  January  5,  1887,  Miss  Edith 
M.  Hendry,  a native  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  both  are 
well  known  in  social  circles  of  Miami.  Fraternally, 
Mr.  Richmond  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  but  his  extensive  and  increasing  business  in- 
terests leave  him  very  little  time  for  outside  activities. 
His  long  residence  in  Dade  county  has  made  him 
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widely  known  and  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character 
have  gained  for  him  the  high  regard  which  is  uni- 
formly tendered  him.  He  is  a public-spirited  citizen, 
who  seeks  the  benefit  of  the  community  along  lines  of 
progress,  reform  and  improvement,  and  his  coopera- 
tion can  always  be  counted  upon  to  further  any  move- 
ment for  the  general  good. 


CHARLES  ADOLPHUS  KENNEY. 

Charles  Adolphus  Kenney  is  one  of  the  active  and 
prominent  business  men  of  Seabreeze,  where  since  1906 
he  has  conducted  a large  real-estate  and  insurance 
office.  He  has  been  thirteen  years  in  Florida  and  dur- 
ing that  time  has  become  well  known  on  the  eastern 
coast  as  a promoter  and  organizer  and  as  a public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  whose  aid  can 
always  be  relied  upon  to  support  measures  for  the 
general  advancement  and  growth.  He  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  November  2,  1852,  and  is  a son  of 
Reuben  C.  and  Lovisa  (Phillips)  Kenney,  the  former 
a ship  captain  and  owner. 

Charles  Adolphus  Kenney  began  his  independent 
career  when  he  was  still  a boy,  acting  as  a bookkeeper 
for  a number  of  years.  In  1875  he  went  to  Nebraska 
but  in  the  following  year  returned  east,  settling  in 
Grafton,  where  he  conducted  a hotel  in  the  interest  of 
the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad.  After  a time  he  went 
to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  then  to  North  Attle- 
boro, Massachusetts,  where  he  acted  as  foreman  in  a 
large  jewelry  manufacturing  plant.  After  a short 
period  in  that  position  he  moved  to  Nantucket,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  spent  five  or  six  years  connected 
with  a gun  and  fishing  supply  store,  coming  in  1900  to 
Palm  Beach,  Florida,  where  he  acted  as  bookkeeper 
for  the  company  controlling  the  extensive  properties 
owned  by  Joseph  Jefferson,  the  actor.  In  1903  he 
went  to  Daytona  Beach  and  conducted  there  a hotel 
and  amusement  park,  coming  in  1906  to  Seabreeze, 
where  he  opened  his  present  real-estate  and  insurance 
concern.  This  business  has  made  steady  growth  since 
that  time,  the  entire  credit  for  its  expansion  being  due 
to  Mr.  Kenney’s  careful  management,  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  land  values  and  excellent  business  and 
administrative  ability. 

Mr.  Kenney  married  Mrs.  Neala  L.  Courtney,  of 
Palm  Beach,  and  they  have  two  sons : William  Had- 
wen  who  is  in  partnership  with  his  father ; and  Morti- 
mer, who  is  in  the  job  printing  business  in  Miami. 
Mr.  Kenney  has  always  been  active  in  the  public  life 
of  Volusia  county,  having  served  as  mayor  of  Day- 
tona Beach  in  1905  and  as  assessor  and  tax  collector  of 
Seabreeze.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Red 


Men  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of 
which  he  has  been  a member  for  the  past  forty  years. 
He  is  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  is  well  known  in  Seabreeze  and 
throughout  the  county  as  one  who  has  labored  for  the 
betterment  of  public  interests  and  who  withholds  his 
cooperation  from  no  progressive  public  movement.  I11 
all  of  his  business  dealings  he  has  been  thoroughly 
reliable  and  straightforward  and  in  matters  of  citizen- 
ship helpful  and  progressive,  standing  today  in  the 
front  ranks  of  representative  business  men  of  this 
part  of  the  state. 


HOWELL  MORTON  HAMPTON. 

Howell  Morton  Hampton,  practitioner  at  the  bar 
of  Marion  county,  his  home  being  in  Ocala,  was  born 
in  Hernando  county,  now  Citrus  county,  Florida, 
March  5,  1880,  a son  of  James  A.  and  Mary  J.  (Du- 
val) Hampton.  The  mother  w7as  born  in  Marion 
county,  Florida,  in  April,  1855,  a daughter  of  W.  P. 
Duval,  who  came  from  North  Carolina,  his  native 
state,  to  Florida  about  1840,  settling  in  Marion 
county,  whence  he  afterward  removed  to  Hernando 
county,  where  his  last  days  were  passed.  He  owned 
an  extensive  plantation  and  many  slaves  and  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  he  did  active  duty  with  the  Con- 
federate army.  His  death  occurred  about  1879.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Llampton  are  residents  of 
Floral  City,  Florida,  where  he  is  well  known  as  a 
cattle  raiser,  orange  grower  and  prosperous  man.  He 
was  born  in  Gadsden,  Alabama,  in  1849,  and  about 
1866  came  to  Florida,  settling  at  his  present  place  of 
residence.  He  soon  after  homesteaded  the  property 
and  began  the  development  of  an  orange  grove.  He 
made  the  journey  to  Florida  in  company  with  his 
parents  and  the  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  this 
state.  His  father  was  Wade  Hampton,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  who  removed  to  Alabama,  where  he 
resided  until  after  the  war.  He  was  the  owner  of  a 
large  plantation  and  many  slaves  and  by  reason  of  the 
exigencies  of  war  his  losses  were  very  heavy.  A 
mountain  property  which  he  had  in  Alabama  has  since 
produced  millions  of  iron  ore.  He  left  that  country 
because  he  could  not  make  a living  there  and  sold  his 
property  at  a low  figure.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  H.  M.  Hampton  homesteaded  lands  in  Marion 
county,  which  have  since  produced  phosphate  the 
value  of  which  has  amounted  to  millions.  He  too 
sold  the  property  cheap  and  settled  on  what  is  known 
as  Duval  island.  Thus  both  grandfathers  left  prop- 
erties which  might  have  made  them  vastly  wealthy  had 
they  retained  and  developed  them. 
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Howell  M.  Hampton  was  the  third  of  a family  of 
four  children,  the  others  being:  Daisy,  the  wife  of 
J.  O.  Love,  of  Floral  City;  Nettie,  the  wife  of  J.  A. 
Brailmont,  of  Istachatta,  Florida;  and  J.  A.,  also  of 
Floral  City.  Remaining  at  home  until  eighteen  years 
of  age,  Howell  M.  Flampton  during  that  period  ac- 
quired a common-school  education  and  later  took  up 
the  study  of  law.  He  pursued  a course  in  stenog- 
raphy and  became  a court  stenographer  and  reporter. 
While  thus  engaged  he  continued  his  law  studies  until 
his  mastery  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  was 
sufficient  to  secure  his  admission  to  the  bar  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1903.  He  then  entered  upon  active  practice 
in  connection  with  Herbert  L.  Anderson,  of  Ocala, 
with  whom  he  was  connected  until  October,  1909,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  alone, 
confining  his  attention  to  civil  law  and  specializing 
largely  in  corporation  and  real-estate  law  practice.  He 
is  general  counsellor  for  the  Ocala  Northern  Railroad 
and  his  clientage  is  of  an  extensive  and  important 
character,  which  indicates  the  high  position  that  he 
holds  as  a member  of  the  Florida  bar. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1906,  Mr.  Hampton  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Laurie  Carlton,  a 
native  of  De  Soto  county,  Florida,  and  a daughter  of 
Henry  E.  Carlton,  who  was  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
of  De  Soto  county  for  twenty  years.  They  have  one 
son,  H.  M.  Mr.  Hampton  holds  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a past  chancellor  of  his 
lodge.  He  has  been  exalted  ruler  in  the  Elks  lodge 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp. 
He  has  filled  the  office  of  assistant  recorder  in  Ocala 
and  is  a democrat  but  has  never  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics  as  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  professional  duties, 
which  are  of  growing  importance.  He  handles  litigated 
interests  most  ably,  for  his  knowledge  of  the  law  is 
comprehensive  and  exact  and  the  presentation  of  his 
cases  shows  him  to  be  strong  and  forceful  in  argu- 
ment and  logical  in  his  deductions. 


WASHINGTON  MONSALVATGE. 

For  the  past  thirty  years  Washington  Monsalvatge 
has  been  connected  with  the  wholesale  grocery  business 
in  Key  West  and,  following  always  the  most  honor- 
able and  upright  business  methods  and  adhering 
closely  to  the  most  progressive  and  modern  business 
standards,  has  been  steadily  carried  forward  into  im- 
portant mercantile  relations,  being  today  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  this  kind  in  the  city. 
As  a member  of  the  firm  of  Monsalvatge  & Reed  he 
is  in  control  of  a large  and  representative  patronage 


and  as  a reliable,  resourceful  and  far-sighted  busi- 
ness man  has  taken  a prominent  place  among  men 
of  marked  ability  and  substantial  worth  in  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a native  of  the  city  of  Algiers,  on  the 
north  coast  of  Africa,  born  September  23,  1863,  a son 
of  Ramon  Monsalvatge,  born  in  Catalonia,  Spain. 
The  father  was  a Presbyterian  minister  and  while 
studying  for  the  ministry  at  Neufchatel,  Switzerland, 
met  Miss  Rosalie  Striff,  a native  of  that  city,  whom 
he  later  married  in  France.  A short  time  afterward 
they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  settling  in  New 
York  city,  where  the  father  had  been  sent  by  the 
American  Foreign  Christian  Union,  under  whose 
auspices  he  labored  as  clergyman.  For  many  years 
thereafter  he  went  whither  he  was  sent  by  this  organi- 
zation, serving  as  pastor  of  a church  in  New  York  city 
for  two  years  and  going  from  there  to  New  Orleans 
and  later  to  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He  afterward 
served  churches  in  the  city  of  Panama,  Cartagena, 
Columbia,  'and  Kingston,  Jamaica.  Of  the  thirteen 
children  born  to  him  and  his  wife  no  two  were  born 
in  the  same  place,  so  frequently  was  the  father  trans- 
ferred from  one  ecclesiastical  post  to  another.  He 
finally  resigned  his  position  with  the  American  For- 
eign Christian  Union  and  removed  his  family  to  Key 
West,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  the  early  ’90s.  His  wife 
had  passed  away  several  years  previously,  her  death 
occurring  at  Laredo,  Texas,  where  she  was  visiting 
her  daughter. 

Washington  Monsalvatge  is  the  only  surviving  son 
in  this  family.  He  has  three  sisters  living,  two  of 
whom  reside  in  New  York  city  and  the  third  in  La- 
redo, Texas.  He  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
located  in  Key  West  and  he  had  already  acquired  his 
education,  having  attended  school  at  Kingston,  Ja- 
maica, where  his  father  was  stationed  for  seven  years. 
For  two  years  after  coming  to  this  city  he  and  his 
older  brother,  Ramon,  were  employed  in  the  offices  of 
the  Mallory  Steamship  Line,  but  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een Washington  Monsalvatge  resigned  his  position 
with  this  concern  and  embarked  in  the  retail  grocery 
business  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  or  for  a 
period  of  almost  one-third  of  a century,  he  has  been 
engaged  in  this  line  of  work  in  Key  West,  having  also 
been  active  in  the  wholesale  line  for  about  thirty  years. 
At  the  beginning  of  his  connection  with  the  wholesale 
business  he  had  for  a partner  his  brother  Ramon,  and 
the  firm  under  the  name  of  Monsalvatge  Brothers 
continued  until  about  the  year  1900,  when  the  busi- 
ness relation  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  Ramon 
Monsalvatge.  Since  that  time  the  subject  of  this 
review  has  had  for  a business  partner  his  brother-in- 
law,  J.  W.  Reed,  of  New  York  city,  the  firm  name 
being  Monsalvatge  & Reed.  The  wholesale  grocery 
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firm  of  Monsalvatge  Brothers  and  the  firm  of  Mon- 
salvatge  & Reed  which  succeeded  it  have  occupied  the 
same  business  building  in  Key  West  for  the  past 
twenty-six  years  and  the  business  is  today  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  important  of  its  kind  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  The  credit  for  its  growth  and  expansion 
is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  initiative  spirit,  the  or- 
ganizing power  and  the  executive  ability  of  Wash- 
ington Monsalvatge,  who  has  given  practically  all  of 
his  attention  to  the  enterprise  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
bringing  it  from  a small  concern  to  its  present  pro- 
portions, establishing  it  in  the  early  days  upon  a sound 
and  conservative  business  basis  which  made  its  re- 
markable growth  and  development  possible.  He  is 
well  known  in  Key  West  as  a discriminating,  far- 
sighted and  resourceful  business  man  and  his  influ- 
ence has  done  a great  deal  to  promote  commercial  and 
mercantile  development  in  the  city  where  he  has  so 
long  made  his  home  and  with  whose  interests  he  has 
been  identified  for  so  many  years. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1892,  Mr.  Monsalvatge  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Josephine  Delaney, 
a native  of  Key  West  and  a daughter  of  John  J.  De- 
laney, formerly  of  this  city  but  now  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monsalvatge  have  two  children : Gladys, 
born  March  6,  1893;  and  Dorothy,  born  May  7,  1905. 
Mr.  Monsalvatge  is  a democrat  in  his  political  beliefs 
and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  For  about  a third  of  a 
century  he  has  been  conspicuously  identified  with  the 
retail  and  wholesale  grocery  trade  in  Key  West  and  his 
business  relations  during  all  of  this  period  have  borne 
the  stamp  of  honesty,  integrity  and  fair  dealing,  bring- 
ing him  an  important  and  lucrative  patronage  and  a 
place  of  honor  and  distinction  in  business  circles. 


JOHN  JOSEPPI  HEARD. 

The  rapid  and  substantial  development  of  the 
Heard  National  Bank,  of  Jacksonville,  is  one  of  the 
marvels  of  this  “wonder  city”  of  the  south.  Within 
fourteen  months  of  its  establishment  the  business 
had  grown  to  such  proportions  as  to  justify  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Heard  National  Bank  building,  a fifteen 
story  structure  which  is  the  finest  bank  and  office 
building  in  the  state  and  one  of  the  finest  in  the  south. 
Back  of  the  undertaking  stood  a man  of  undaunted 
enterprise,  alert  and  resourceful,  recognizing  his  op- 
portunities and  meetings  each  in  such  a manner  as  to 
utilize  it  to  the  fullest  extent.  Florida  owes  her  up- 
building to  such  men  and  acknowledges  her  indebted- 
ness thereto.  Mr.  Heard  is  president  of  the  bank 
which  bears  his  name  and  needs  no  introduction  to 


the  readers  of  this  volume.  Fie  was  born  in  Alabama 
in  1868  and  is  cf  Georgia  parentage,  his  family  being 
members  of  the  distinguished  Heard  family  of  that 
state,  which  included  the  first  governor  of  Georgia. 
John  Joseph  Heard  was  a lad  of  six  years  when  the 
family  removed  to  Orange  county,  Florida,  where  his 
father,  Dr.  William  A.  Heard,  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  He  is  now  a resident  of  Jackson- 
ville, residing  with  his  son,  John  Joseph. 

John  Joseph  Heard  has  practically  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Florida.  His  educational  opportunities  were 
those  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  Florida  and 
the  State  Normal  College  of  Florence,  Alabama. 
Starting  in  the  business  world,  he  became  connected 
with  the  South  Florida  Railroad  Company  as  oper- 
ator and  agent,  continuing  so  for  six  years,  and  then 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Maitland, 
Florida,  for  four  years,  buying  and  shipping  at  the 
same  time  citrus  fruits.  When  the  freeze  came  in 
1895  he  s°ld  his  mercantile  business  at  Maitland  and 
removed  to  Arcadia,  De  Soto  county,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  the  business  of  buying  and  shipping  citrus 
fruits  and  where  he  organized  the  Arcadia  Electric 
Light,  Ice  & Telephone  Company,  of  which  he  was 
president  until  his  removal  to  Jacksonville  in  June, 
1911.  Mr.  Heard  is  still  a large  grower  of  citrus 
fruits  and  has  a valuable  one  hundred  acre  bear- 
ing grove  near  Arcadia,  Florida.  For  the  past  twelve 
years  he  has  figured  in  connection  with  financial  in- 
terests in  this  state,  and  his  work  in  that  direction 
has  brought  him  into  prominence  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most financiers  of  Florida,  possessing  notable  powers 
of  organization  and  administrative  ability.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Arcadia  and  the  State  Bank  of  Arcadia,  of  both  of 
which  institutions  he  was  president.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  American  National 
Bank  of  Tampa  and  is  now  the  president  of  the  Pio- 
neer Bank  of  West  Palmbeach.  He  first  discussed 
the  idea  of  establishing  a bank  in  Jacksonville  in 
1900,  but  deferred  a mature  consideration  of  the 
project  until  the  spring  of  1910,  when  regarding  the 
time  propitious,  he  organized  the  Heard  National 
Bank  in  connection  with  William  Bratton  Sadler,  who 
is  active  vice  president  of  the  institution.  The  plans 
bear  the  impress  of  the  individuality  and  ability  of 
Mr.  Heard,  who  had  supervision  over  their  execution 
and  who  is  classed  with  those  financiers  to  whom  a 
complex  problem  serves  as  a stimulus  for  effort,  while 
its  correct  solution  is  a source  of  genuine  pleasure. 
From  the  day  when  the  Heard  National  Bank  opened 
its  doors  its  business  has  continually  increased.  Mr. 
Heard  saw  in  the  rapidly  growing  southern  city  op- 
portunity for  successful  achievement  along  other  lines 
and  began  making  plans  for  the  erection  of  the  mag- 
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nificent  bank  and  office  building  known  today  as  the 
Heard  National  Bank  building,  occupying  a conspicu- 
ous position  in  the  heart  of  Jacksonville’s  business  and 
financial  district.  It  is  a masterpiece  of  the  builder’s 
art  and  a monument  to  the  enterprise  and  ability  of 
the  man  whose  name  it  bears.  It  is  situated  at  the 
corner  of  Laura  and  Forsyth  streets  and  is  a most 
modern,  complete  and  attractive  structure,  erected  at 
a cost  of  about  a million  dollars.  The  lower  part  of 
the  building  is  cream  colored  Travernelle  Italian 
marble.  The  architecture  is  of  the  Spanish  renais- 
sance style,  and  upon  the  main  structure  of  fifteen 
stories  rises  an  observatory,  which  really  adds  three 
stories  to  the  building.  Above  the  first  floor  the  struc- 
ture is  used  for  office  purposes.  The  superstructure 
is  of  marble  and  brick,  the  structural  features  being 
steel  and  reinforced  concrete.  All  of  the  interior  to 
the  fifteenth  floor,  the  walls,  corridors,  steps,  floors, 
etc.,  are  finished  in  beautiful  Italian  marble  and  mosaic 
tiling.  A most  perfect  system  of  plumbing  has  been 
installed  so  that  each  room  is  supplied  with  a lava- 
tory. The  latest  improved  drinking  fountains  can 
be  found  here,  the  water  supply  passing  through  re- 
frigerating and  filtering  plants.  A splendid  vacuum 
cleaning  system  has  been  installed,  and  there  is  no 
feature  of  the  modern  office  building  that  will  add 
to  comfort  and  convenience  that  is  lacking. 

On  May  15,  1895,  Mr.  Heard  was  married  to  Miss 
Annie  Lowe  Barker,  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  Josiah 
Barker,  a Methodist  minister  of  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama. Of  this  union  four  children  are  living:  Wil- 
liam A.,  Jr.,  James  N.,  Julia  M.  and  Marguerite  D. 
Mr.  Heard,  although  deeply  interested  in  all  worthy 
public  enterprises,  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
political  honors  and  is  a loyal  democrat.  Fraternally 
and  socially  he  is  prominent  as  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  the  Seminole,  Country  and  Commercial 
Clubs  and  is  also  one  of  the  most  active  and  forceful 
members  of  the  Jacksonville  Board  of  Trade,  doing 
in  that  connection  everything  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  commercial  life  of  the  city. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  HODSDON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  Hodsdon,  a well  known  spe- 
cialist in  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat, 
has  since  1911  practiced  in  Miami,  proving  his  knowl- 
edge and  capability  by  the  excellent  results  which 
have  attended  his  labors.  He  was  born  in  Berwick, 
Maine,  December  29,  1870,  only  child  of  Nathaniel 
A.  Hodsdon,  a farmer  and  grocer.  On  the  paternal 
side  Dr.  Hodsdon  is  of  English  ancestry  and  of  old 


New  England  stock,  members  of  his  family  having 
resided  in  Maine  for  many  generations.  In  spite  of 
this,  however,  the  father  was  a southern  sympathizer 
during  the  Civil  war  and  did  all  in  his  power,  as  did 
all  the  members  of  his  family,  to  support  the  Con- 
federate cause.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Eliza  Butler,  was  born  in  Yarmouth, 
Novia  Scotia,  and  was  also  of  English  extraction. 
Both  have  passed  away. 

Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Hodsdon  was  reared  in  his  parents’ 
home  in  Berwick,  Maine,  and  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  After  completing  the  regular 
course  he  went  to  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
taught  school  for  a few  years,  later  entering  the 
medical  department  of  Bowdoin  College,  from  which 
he  received  his  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1897.  He  after- 
ward engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  in 
Manchester  for  eight  years  and  while  there  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  surgeon  in  Elliot  and  Notre  Dame 
Hospitals  in  that  city.  During  this  period  he  also 
entered  the  New  York  Post-Graduate  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1900  and  attended  the 
New  York  Polyclinic  in  1902  and  afterward,  hav- 
ing determined  to  specialize  in  diseases  of  the  eye, 
ear,  nose  and  throat,  he  took  up  this  line  of  work, 
graduating  in  1904  from  the  Chicago  Eye,  Ear. 
Nose  and  Throat  College.  He  afterward  served  as 
house  physician  in  the  hospital  connected  with 
that  institution  and,  being  desirous  of  broaden- 
ing his  experience,  entered  the  Illinois  Charitable 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  where  he  was  appointed 
by  competitive  examination  as  house  physician  in 
the  year  1907.  He  afterward  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
took  courses  later  in  the  Chicago  and  New  Orleans 
Polyclinics  and  has  now  all  the  advantages  that 
modern  training  and  exhaustive  and  well  directed 
study  and  research  can  give  him  along  professional 
lines.  Splendidly  educated  and  specially  equipped  for 
his  chosen  line  of  work,  he  was  appointed  assistant 
surgeon  to  the  Illinois  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  In- 
firmary and  was  assistant  for  one  year  to  Dr.  Wilder 
of  Rush  Medical  College  in  the  eye  department  and 
continued  active  practice  as  a specialist  in  diseases 
of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  in  Chicago  for  five 
years.  In  March,  1911,  he  came  to  Miami,  where  he 
is  established  as  a very  able,  brilliant  and  successful 
practitioner.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  advanced 
thought  of  his  profession  through  his  membership 
in  the  American  Medical  Association  and  in  the 
Florida  State  and  Dade  County  Medical  Societies. 
He  belongs  also  to  the  Southern  Medical  Association 
and  the  New  Hampshire  and  the  Vermont  State  Med- 
ical Societies. 
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Dr.  Flodsdon  married,  October  13,  1908,  Miss 
Lucile  Kaufman,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Edith  Lucile,  born  November  7,  1910.  Fra- 
ternally Dr.  Flodsdon  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Baptist  church.  He  has  made  an  excellent 
professional  record,  as  is  indicated  by  the  lucrative 
practice  now  accorded  him,  and  he  is,  moreover, 
known  as  a progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen. 


FRANK  HYRES. 

Frank  Hyres,  well  known  in  Orlando  as  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  business  formerly  controlled  by  the 
Orlando  Building  Block  Company,  was  born  in  Car- 
bondale,  Illinois,  in  1865  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  Lhiiversity  of  Southern  Illinois.  After  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  in  a general  store  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  until  1883,  when  he  came  to 
Florida,  settling  in  Fort  Mead,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpentering,  at  which  he  worked  for  several 
years.  It  was  not  long  before  he  was  a skilled  and 
expert  workman.  His  initiative  spirit  and  organizing 
power  soon  won  him  a responsible  position  and  in  1901 
he  came  to  Jacksonville,  Florida,  as  superintendent  for 
a large  building  and  contracting  company.  He  re- 
tained that  position  until  he  came  to  Orlando  in  1903, 
establishing  himself  independently  here  as  a general 
contractor  and  builder.  He  gained  success  rapidly,  for 
he  was  not  only  skilled  in  the  technical  details  of  his 
work  but  is  also  a man  of  artistic  sensibilities,  com- 
bining beauty  and  convenience  in  the  buildings  he 
erected  and  making  them  all  distinctive.  He  built  in 
all  one  hundred  and  fifty  structures  in  Orlando,  among 
them  the  Hand  building,  the  McEwen  Sanitarium  and 
a number  of  schools  and  hospitals. 

In  1908  Mr.  Flyres  purchased  the  business  con- 
trolled by  the  Orlando  Building  Block  Company  and 
now  devotes  his  time  to  its  affairs  under  his  own  name. 
He  manufactures  all  kinds  of  stone  and  brick  building 
materials,  specializing  in  concrete  blocks,  and  con- 
trols nearly  all  of  the  building  material  and  orna- 
mental work  done  in  the  city  For  a time  Mr.  Hyres 
was  interested  in  the  planing-mill  business,  conduct- 
ing an  enterprise  of  this  character  at  Taft,  Florida,  and 
one  near  Orlando  and  a planing-mill  and  novelty  works 
in  the  city,  but  he  has  now  disposed  of  all  of  these. 

In  1891,  in  Fort  Mead,  Florida,  Mr.  Hyres  married 
Miss  Mary  Davis  and  they  have  five  children,  Vera, 
Ruth,  Bessie,  William  and  Ben  Jamie.  Mr.  Hyres  is 
not  active  in  politics  but  is  nevertheless  a loyal  and 
public-spirited  citizen.  His  salient  characteristics  are 


such  as  have  gained  him  the  friendship,  regard  and 
good-will  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated 
through  either  business  or  social  relations  and  he  is 
well  entitled  to  a foremost  place  among  the  repre- 
sentative and  respected  citizens  of  Orlando. 


JOHN  HENRY  TATUM. 

The  years  that  cover  the  active  business  career  of 
John  Henry  Tatum  have  brought  him  success  as  a 
result  of  determination  and  persistent  purpose,  en- 
terprise and  close  application.  Fie  is  now  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  De  Land,  a partner 
in  the  Tatum-Conrad  Company,  and  is  also  identified 
with  various  other  business  concerns,  the  growth  of 
which  have  materially  advanced  the  interests  of  the 
city  and  county.  Through  his  entire  career  he  has 
retained  the  high  regard  of  a large  circle  of  friends, 
a fact  indicating  that  he  possesses  those  traits  of 
character  which  everywhere  command  confidence  and 
trust. 

Mr.  Tatum  was  born  in  Tattnall  county,  Georgia, 
April  9,  1866,  and  is  a son  of  John  Friendley  and 
Nancy  (Dukes)  Tatum,  the  former  a large  planter. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  private  schools  in  Tatt- 
nall county  and  began  his  independent  career  as  fore- 
man for  the  Naval  Stores  Company,  rising  from  that 
position  to  be  general  manager  of  the  concern.  He 
severed  his  connection  with  it  when  he  came  to 
Florida,  settling  in  Barberville,  where  in  1900  he 
organized  the  J.  H.  Tatum  Company,  dealers  in  naval 
stores,  and  two  years  later  purchased  his  partners’ 
interests,  conducting  the  enterprise  alone  for  some 
time.  He  owned  also  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Barberville.  In  1910  Mr.  Tatum  organized  in 
De  Land  the  Tatum-Conrad  Company,  composed  of 
J.  H.  Tatum  and  J.  B.  Conrad.  They  are  large  dis- 
tillers of  spirits  of  turpentine,  their  annual  output 
being  about  seven  hundred  barrels,  and  they  are  in- 
terested also  in  the  rosin  industry,  refining  about 
twenty-five  hundred  barrels  a year.  Mr.  Tatum’s 
constructive  and  administrative  ability  have  been 
called  forth  in  the  management  of  this  concern  and 
much  of  its  continued  expansion  is  due  to  his  well 
directed  work.  He  gives  a great  deal  of  time  to  its 
affairs  and  is  interested  also  in  various  other  enter- 
prises, all  important  as  factors  in  general  business 
growth.  He  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  De  Land,  organized  in  August,  1909, 
with  the  following  officers : T.  H.  Tatum,  president ; 

J.  P.  Mace  and  B.  E.  Prevatt,  vice  presidents;  W.  E. 
Sullivan,  cashier ; and  D.  B.  Tuten,  assistant  cashier. 
The  concern  has  a capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
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lars,  a surplus  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  on  de- 
posit, paying  four  per  cent  on  time  deposits.  The 
building,  occupying  a lot  seventy-two  feet  by  ninety 
feet,  is  a one-story  brick  structure  twenty-eight  by 
seventy  feet  in  dimensions,  modern  in  equipment  and 
provided  with  all  the  accessories  for  the  convenience 
and  comfort  of  its  patrons.  Mr.  Tatum  is  also  a 
director  in  the  People’s  State  Bank  of  Daytona  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  leading  financiers  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1897,  Mr.  Tatum  married 
Miss  Patty  L.  Pittman,  of  Georgia,  and  they  have 
seven  children:  Jewel  M.,  John  P.,  Grace  Pearl, 

Montso,  Charles  P.,  Ralph  and  James  A.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Tatum  belongs  to  Volusia  Lodge,  No.  77,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  Lodge  No.  1141,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  prominent  and  successful  men  of 
De  Land,  for  his  business  activities  have  always  been 
in  close  conformity  with  the  principles  of  truth  and 
honor ; he  has  worked  along  legitimate  lines ; is  pro- 
gressive in  his  methods ; and  the  various  extensive 
enterprises  which  he  has  fostered  and  promoted  have 
constituted  an  element  of  wealth  in  the  community 
where  they  are  located. 


WILLIAM  RICHARD  WARREN,  M.  D. 

A history  of  the  medical  fraternity  of  Monroe 
county  would  be  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory  were 
mention  not  made  of  Dr.  William  Richard  Warren, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
in  Key  West.  Throughout  the  years  of  his  connection 
with  the  profession  he  has  made  steady  progress 
through  his  reading  and  research  and,  specializing  in 
surgery,  has  proven  his  knowledge  and  capability  in  the 
excellent  results  which  have  attended  his  labors. 

Dr.  Warren  was  born  in  Key  West,  October  18, 
1876,  and  is  a son  of  George  Dean  Warren,  a native 
of  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  but  reared  and  educated 
in  Providence,  that  state.  During  the  Civil  war  the 
latter  came  to  Key  West  to  assume  the  duties  of 
master  carpenter  in  the  building  of  Fort  Taylor.  He 
afterward  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  remain- 
ing identified  with  this  line  of  work  until  his  retire- 
ment. He  still  makes  his  home  in  this  city,  where  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  he  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
honored  and  deservedly  respected  men  in  the  com- 
munity. His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss 
Susan  Mary  Johnson,  was  born  in  the  Bahama 
islands  and  came  to  Florida  with  her  parents,  Wil- 
liam and  Sarah  Johnson,  when  she  was  a child. 


She  is  still  living  and  has  reached  the;  age  of  seventy- 
one.  The  paternal  branch  of  the  Warren  family  is 
of  English  lineage,  the  grandparents,  Richard  A.  and 
Mary  Ann  Warren,  having  been  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Manchester.  Upon  coming  to  this  country 
they  located  in  Rhode  Island,  where  Richard  Warren 
engaged  in  the  printing  and  engraving  business  for 
a number  of  years — an  occupation  which  had  held  the 
attention  of  his  ancestors  for  some  generations. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Dr.  Warren 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Key  West  and  after- 
ward spent  four  years  in  Drury  Academy  of  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts,  where  he  pursued  his  college 
preparatory  course.  Upon  completing  it  he  entered 
Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in 
1900,  winning  a scholarship  for  maintaining  the  nec- 
essary general  average  during  the  four  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1900  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  .of  Pennsylvania  and  received  his  degree 
of  M.  D.  in  1904.  Following  this  he  was  for  two 
years  an  interne  in  the  German  Hospital  of  Phila- 
delphia, gaining  during  this  time  the  advantage  of 
excellent  practical  experience,  and  in  1906,  thoroughly 
equipped  in  every  particular,  he  returned  to  Key  West 
and  entered  upon  the  general  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, in  which  he  has  since  continued  with  signal 
success.  Although  he  is  a general  practitioner,  he 
pays  special  attention  to  the  surgical  branch  of  his 
profession  and,  while  still  a young  man,  has  already 
taken  rank  among  the  leading  surgeons  of  Florida. 
The  consensus  of  public  opinion  regarding  him  is 
altogether  favorable,  for  it  is  well  known  that  he  is 
most  careful  in  the  diagnosis  of  a case  and  never 
neglects  anything  that  he  believes  will  prove  of  value 
in  promoting  health.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  most 
advanced  professional  thought,  having  taken  several 
post-graduate  courses  since  he  began  practice,  and 
he  is  a well  known  member  of  the  Monroe  County 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  ex-president,  of  the 
Florida  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association,  his  ability  being  widely  recog- 
nized in  the  profession.  In  addition  to  his  large  and 
lucrative  private  practice  he  is  also  consulting  surgeon 
of  the  Louise  Maloney  Hospital  at  Key  West  and  was 
at  one  time  local  surgeon  of  the  Florida  East  Coast 
Railroad. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1911,  Dr.  Warren  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Genevieve  Allen,  the 
younger  daughter  of  Hon.  George  W.  Allen,  one  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  Key  West.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  a son,  George  Allen,  born 
December  10,  1911.  Dr.  Warren  is  connected  fra- 
ternally with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
being  exalted  ruler  of  the  Key  West  lodge,  and  he  is 
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a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Masonic 
order.  He  belongs  to  the  Key  West  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  is  active  in  advancing  the  interests 
of  the  city  along  many  lines,  taking  a leading  part  in 
promoting  public  progress  as  a public-spirited  and 
loyal  citizen.  He  has  made  an  excellent  professional 
record,  as  is  indicated  by  the  lucrative  practice  now 
accorded  him,  and  he  has  commanded  and  retained 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  are  associated  with 
him. 


RIX  MORTIMER  ROBINSON. 

In  the  list  of  the  prominent  and  influential  men  who 
have  directed  their  efforts  toward  promoting  the  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  interests  of  Pensacola  cer- 
tain names  stand  forth  conspicuously  by  reason  of 
what  their  owners  have  accomplished  and  their  man- 
ner of  securing  results.  Rix  Mortimer  Robinson, 
lumber  exporter,  belongs  to  this  class  of  men  and  his 
standing  in  business  circles  of  the  city  has  been  un- 
questioned for  the  past  twenty-four  years.  He  was 
born  on  a farm  near  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  Au 
gust  1 8,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Daniels)  Robinson,  natives  of  New  York  and  early 
settlers  in  Michigan. 

Rix  M.  Robinson  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Grand  Rapids  and  laid  aside  his 
books  after  finishing  a high-school  course.  He  came 
to  Florida  in  1873  and  located  at  Millview,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  continuing  in  it  for 
sixteen  years  and  mastering  it  in  principle  and  detail. 
He  rose  to  a position  of  prominence  in  business  circles 
of  that  city  and  with  a reputation  firmly  established, 
came  to  Pensacola  in  1889.  Here  he  opened  offices 
as  an  exporter  of  pitch  pine  lumber  and  established 
also  a large  sawmill  and  finishing  plant,  and  he  has 
since  conducted  a large  and  important  business,  the 
expansion  of  which  has  directly  influenced  general 
community  advancement.  Mr.  Robinson  is  also  a 
director  in  the  Citizens  National  Bank  and  identified 
with  other  important  business  enterprises.  He  has 
great  faith  in  the  future  of  Florida  and  is  interested 
in  the  development  of  her  natural  resources,  espe- 
cially along  agricultural  lines,  supplementing  his  inter- 
est by  a broad  and  practical  knowledge  of  existing 
conditions,  which  makes  him  a standard  authority 
throughout  the  state  on  everything  pertaining  to  this 
question. 

In  1878  Mr.  Robinson  married  Miss  Margaret 
Young,  a daughter  of  William  and  Barbara  Young, 
of  Ontario,  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  are 
well  known  in  social  circles  of  Pensacola  and  have 


a number  of  warm  friends  in  the  city.  Mr.  Robinson 
is  a republican  in  his  political  beliefs  and  active  and 
progressive  in  his  citizenship,  cooperating  heartily  in 
all  progressive  public  measures  and  taking  a leading 
part  in  movements  to  promote  the  material,  political  or 
intellectual  welfare  of  the  community.  In  1908  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Pensacola  and  his  term  ex- 
pired in  1913.  His  business  methods  have  ever  been 
of  a constructive  character  and  in  the  conduct  of 
his  business  interests  he  has  never  sacrificed  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  others.  He  has  built  along  legitimate 
lines  and  the  large  enterprise  which  he  has  fostered 
and  promoted  constitutes  a valuable  element  in  the 
growth  of  the  community. 


JOSEPH  E.  PEACOCK. 

On  the  roster  of  county  officials  in  Duval  county 
appears  the  name  of  Joseph  E.  Peacock,  who  is  filling 
the  position  of  treasurer,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
November,  1912.  His  record  as  a business  man  and 
citizen  commended  him  to  the  confidence  and  support 
of  the  public  and  his  record  is  proving  that  this  con- 
fidence was  well  placed,  for  he  is  a faithful  custodian 
of  the  public’s  funds,  systematic,  prompt,  efficient  and 
reliable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  was  born 
in  Decatur  county,  Georgia,  December  15,  1865,  a 
son  of  Levi  H.  and  Linnie  (Griffin)  Peacock,  also 
of  Decatur  county.  In  the  pursuit  of  his  education 
he  attended  the  high  school  at  Bainbridge,  Georgia, 
and  at  Thomasville,  Georgia,  entered  the  South 
Georgia  Argicultural  College,  from  which  lie  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1882.  He  next  took  up 
the  study  of  telegraphy  and  made  such  advancement 
in  that  field  that  in  1886  he  was  appointed  to  the  posi- 
tion of  manager  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1891.  He  then  left  the  telegraph  service 
and  returned  to  Bainbridge,  where  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  continuing  in  that  business  until  1893. 
In  the  month  of  June  of  that  year  he  arrived  in  Jack- 
sonville and  became  chief  clerk  to  the  manager  of 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at  this  place, 
succeeding  him  as  manager  of  the  Jacksonville  office 
at  his  death  the  following  year.  Mr.  Peacock  re- 
mained in  that  position  until  1911,  and  when  he  left 
the  telegraph  service  turned  his  attention  to  the  real- 
estate  business,  in  which  he  has  since  engaged, 
handling  both  city  and  outside  property.  He  is  thor- 
oughly conversant  regarding  property  values,  knows 
the  real  estate  that  is  upon  the  market  and  has  nego- 
tiated a number  of  important  real-estate  transfers, 
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while  enjoying  at  all  times  a liberal  and  well  merited 
patronage. 

In  1889  Mr.  Peacock  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lilia  Williams  of  Bainbridge,  Georgia,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children : Charles 

E.,  Joseph  E.  and  Lilia.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Peacock  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Seminole,  Commercial  and  Elks  Clubs. 
He  is  also  a representative  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  taken  the  degrees  of  the  lodge,  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  the  Knights  Templar  Commandery,  and 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 


SAMUEL  D.  W.  LIGHT,  M.  D. 

Among  the  able  and  successful  physicians  and  sur- 
geons in  Key  West  is  numbered  Dr.  Samuel  D.  W. 
Light,  who  since  1902  has  been  in  active  practice  of 
his  profession  in  this  city,  and  since  1904  has  served 
conscientiously  and  efficiently  as  United  States  quar- 
antine officer  for  the  port.  He  was  born  in  Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1877,  and  is  a 
son  of  Moses  W.  and  Naomi  (Witters)  Light,  both 
of  whom  have  passed  away. 

Dr.  Light  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  community  and  afterward 
attended  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  in  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  Very  early  in  life  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine  and  in  1899  was  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  For  one  year 
and  a half  thereafter  he  was  resident  physician  in 
the  Philadelphia  general  hospital  and  for  another 
year  and  a half  was  assistant  surgeon  for  the  Mary- 
land division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  with 
headquarters  at  Baltimore,  supplementing  in  this  way 
his  excellent  medical  training  by  practical  experience 
along  varied  lines.  When  he  began  the  private  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  he  located  in  New  Jersey,  where 
he  remained  for  six  months,  after  which,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1902,  he  came  to  Key  West,  where  he  has  since 
been  numbered  among  the  city’s  able  and  deservedly 
successful  physicians  and  surgeons.  He  has  secured 
an  extensive  and  representative  patronage  which  has 
been  accorded  to  him  in  recognition  of  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  underlying  principles  of  his  profes- 
sion, his  acknowledged  ability  and  the  excellent  re- 
sults which  have  attended  his  labors.  Having  become 
well  and  prominently  known  in  Key  West,  Dr.  Light 
was  appointed  in  August,  1904,  acting  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  public  health  service  and  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  quarantine  of  the  port  of  Key  West, 
a position  which  he  has  since  filled  with  credit  and 


ability.  Since  November,  1909,  he  has  been  also 
health  officer  of  the  city  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
important  duties  has  proven  able,  conscientious  and 
capable. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1901,  Dr.  Light  married 
Miss  Katharine  E.  Stokes  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  are  the  parents  of  a son,  Kermit 
Abjohn,  born  September  19,  1903.  Dr.  Light  keeps 
in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  thought  of  his  pro- 
fession through  his  membership  in  the  Monroe  County 
and  the  Florida  State  Medical  Societies  and  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United  States. 
Fie  belongs  also  to  the  National  Geographical  Society 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order 
and  the  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  well  known  in  social 
circles  of  the  city  and  has  made  excellent  professional 
and  official  records  also,  having  gained  a success 
which  places  him  among  the  leading  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  this  part  of  Florida. 


PHILLIP  ULLENDORFF. 

Phillip  Ullendorff,  carrying  on  a profitable  whole- 
sale and  retail  business  in  fresh  and  salt  meats  in 
Miami  as  a representative  of  Armour  & Company, 
is  numbered  among  the  pioneers  in  the  city,  his  resi- 
dence here  dating  from  1896.  He  was  born  in  Prus- 
sia, Germany,  March  1,  1867,  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.  He  served  in  the  German  regular 
army  from  1887  to  1889  as  a member  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry 
and  after  his  honorable  discharge  remained  in  the 
fatherland  for  one  year,  coming  to  the  United  States 
in  1890.  After  spending  two  years  near  Greenwood, 
Mississippi,  he  came  to  Florida  and  has  since  re- 
sided on  the  eastern  coast  of  this  state,  having  been 
in  business  first  at  Fort  Pierce  and  then  at  West 
Palmbeach.  In  1896  he  came  to  Miami  and  here 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneer  business  men  of  the  city  and  for  a number 
of  years  past  has  been  engaged  as  a dealer  in  fresh 
and  salt  meats,  representing  Armour  & Company. 
His  lines  are  full  and  complete  and  his  goods  always 
high  class,  destined  to  meet  all  the  demands  made 
upon  his  business,  and  his  patronage  has,  therefore, 
steadily  increased  in  volume  and  importance.  In  ad- 
dition Mr.  Ullendorff  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Dixie 
Theatre  in  Miami  and  the  Miami  Club  building,  and 
is  numbered  among  the  substantial  men  of  the  city, 
being  a large  owner  of  local  real  estate  and  a prop- 
erty holder  in  Jacksonville  and  Key  West. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1895,  Mr.  Ldlendorff  married 
Miss  Jennie  Simpson,  of  Jasper,  Hamilton  county. 
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Florida,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
twins,  Eugene  Phillip  and  Annette  J.,  now  four  years 
of  age. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Ullendorff  is  connected  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Dade 
County  Club.  His  long  residence  here  has  made  him 
widely  known  and  his  many  sterling  traits  of  charac- 
ter have  gained  for  him  the  high  regard  which  is  uni- 
formly tendered  him.  He  is  a public-spirited  citizen, 
who  seeks  the  benefit  of  the  community  along  lines 
of  progress,  reform  and  improvement,  and  his  co- 
operation can  always  be  counted  upon  to  further  any 
movement  for  the  general  good. 


JOHN  LEOPOLD  NORTH,  M.  D. 

A thorough  knowledge  of  the  underlying  principles 
of  medicine  supplementing  a broad  and  comprehen- 
sive general  education,  a deep  realization  of  the  true 
and  ultimate  purposes  of  life,  a sense  of  responsibility 
and  a broad  and  vital  humanitarian  instinct — these  are 
the  qualities  which  make  Dr.  John  Leopold  North  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  in  Miami  and 
which  have  placed  him  in  a high  position  in  the  ranks 
of  the  medical  fraternity  in  the  state  of  Florida.  He 
was  born  in  Fort  McPherson,  Nebraska,  December 
29,  1863,  and  is  a son  of  Justus  S.  North,  a native  of 
Clarendon,  New  York,  born  March  2,  1835,  of  English 
parentage.  The  father  went  to  Nebraska  in  1858  and 
followed  general  merchandising  in  that  state  for  ten 
years,  going  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Saginaw, 
Michigan,  and  thence  to  Putnam  county,  Florida.  He 
took  up  his  residence  in  this  state  in  1872  and  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  orange  growers  in  the  vicinity  of  Put- 
nam county,  becoming  in  time  a leading  grower  of 
citrus  fruits.  He  there  developed  one  of  the  best 
orange  groves  in  the  state  and  had  gained  a position 
of  prominence  and  importance  when  the  great  frost 
of  1895  destroyed  all  of  his  trees.  He  died  in  Putnam 
county  in  1905.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Nancy  Grace  Ripsom,  was  born  in  Brock- 
port,  New  York,  in  1837,  of  Holland  descent.  She 
died  in  Putnam  county,  Florida,  in  1894.  leaving  two 
children  besides  the  subject  of  this  review,  namely: 
Katharine  J.,  now  Mrs.  John  Dallow,  of  Putnam 
county,  Florida;  and  Sophia  Isabelle,  who  married 
Haley  C.  Woodford,  of  Avon,  Connecticut.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Justus  S.  North  had  two  other  children,  now  de- 
ceased, namely:  Maud,  who  married  Joseph  Wood- 
ford, of  Avon,  Connecticut,  a brother  of  Plaley  C. 
Woodford;  and  Caroline,  who  died  in  infancy. 


Dr.  North  was  nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
came  to  Florida  and  located  in  Putnam  county.  His 
mother,  who  had  been  a teacher,  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  his  early  education,  being  aided  in  her  work 
by  one  of  her  older  daughters.  Later  Dr.  North  was 
sent  to  the  Florida  public  schools,  which,  however, 
were  at  that  time  very  crude.  The  profession  of  med- 
icine had  always  attracted  him  and  the  desire  to  follow 
it  inlluenced  his  early  reading  to  an  important  extent, 
causing  the  substitution  for  the  usual  fiction  and  his- 
tory of  works  on  anatomy  and  physiology.  At  a 
very  early  age  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  George  Welsh,  of 
Palatka,  Florida,  and  he  later  attended  the  University 
of  Louisville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894. 
He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Interlachen,  Putnam  county,  but  shortly  afterward 
removed  to  Palatka,  where  he  remained  until  the  great 
frost  of  1895  almost  paralyzed  business  conditions 
tluoughout  the  state  and  affected  inevitably  general 
conditions.  Seeking  a broader  field,  Dr.  North  went 
to  Connecticut  and  for  eight  years  carried  on  the  gen- 
eial  piactice  of  his  profession  in  Avon,  serving  also  as 
health  officer.  From  Avon  he  went  to  Hartford  and 
after  two  years  to  East  Hampton,  Connecticut,  where 
he  remained  for  four  years.  After  fifteen  years  of 
continuous  practice  in  the  state  of  Connecticut  he  re- 
turned to  Florida  and  in  1909  located  at  Miami,  where 
he  has  since  occupied  a foremost  place  in  professional 
circles.  He  has  constantly  kept  abreast  with  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  profession,  taking  a number  of  post- 
graduate courses  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic  and  the 
New  Toik  Post  Graduate  school,  and  supplementing 
his  study  by  individual  investigation  and  research. 
His  natural  ability  has  expanded  and  developed  through 
the  years  as  his  professional  knowledge  has  become 
wider,  deeper  and  more  comprehensive  and  he  is  today 
one  of  the  most  able  and  distinguished  physicians  in 
this  section  of  the  state,  enjoying  a lucrative  and  rep- 
resentative patronage. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1885,  Dr.  North  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Coy,  a native  of  New  Bruns- 
wick but  who  was  reared  in  Minnesota.  She  was  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  a resident  of  Pomona, 
Floiida.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  North  have  five  children:  Alice 
Mercedes,  who  married  Thomas  B.  Finley,  of  South 
Manchester,  Connecticut;  Henry  Ripson ; John  Leo- 
pold, Ciandall  J. ; and  Geraldine,  who  is  nine  years  of 
age. 

Dr.  North  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Along  profes- 
sional lines  he  belongs  to  the  Dade  County  Medical 
Society,  of  which  he  is  president,  and  the  Florida  State 
and  Southern  Medical  Associations.  In  addition  to 
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his  large  private  practice  he  is  city  physician  of  Miami 
and  superintendent  of  the  Miami  City  Hospital,  these 
connections  indicating  something  of  his  high  profes- 
sional standing  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 


JOSEPH  BUMBY. 

Few  if  any  business  men  of  Orlando  were  better 
known  throughout  this  section  of  the  state  than 
Joseph  Bumby,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in 
Florida  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  greatest  in- 
dividual forces  in  the  development  of  the  orange- 
growing industry  and  in  the  advancement  of  the 
general  business  progress  of  Orange  county.  Flis 
death  was  therefore  a loss  to  the  community  in 
the  ranks  of  its  honored  pioneers  and  was,  more- 
over, felt  as  a personal  grief  by  the  many  warm 
friends  who  had  been  drawn  to  him  in  the  course  of 
years  by  his  upright  and  honorable  character. 

Mr.  Bumby  was  born  in  London,  England,  and 
acquired  his  education  in  his  native  city.  When  he 
was  thirty  years  of  age  he  held  a position  in  a rail- 
way signal  office,  retaining  it  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  America.  He  located  immediately  in 
Orange  county  and  homesteaded  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  planted  an  orange 
grove,  continuing  his  extensive  interests  along  this 
line  until  his  death.  In  the  early  days  he  carried 
mail  from  Sanford  to  Orlando,  first  making  the 
journey  on  horseback  and  later  with  a wagon.  He 
also  established  a hack  line  between  the  two  cities 
and  conducted  it  profitably  until  the  railroad  was 
constructed.  In  addition  to  orange  growing  he  was 
interested  in  various  other  lines  of  business,  having 
been  the  first  railway  agent  at  Orlando.  He  later 
bought  and  sold  hay,  grain  and  fertilizer,  building 
up  a large  and  lucrative  patronage  along  this  line 
and  continuing  in  the  business  until  1886,  when  he  es- 
tablished a hardware  business,  which  since  his  death 
has  become  known  as  The  Joseph  Bumby  Flardware 
Company.  He  erected  a fine  two-story  brick  build- 
ing, sixty-five  by  one  hundred  feet  in  size,  and  in- 
stalled therein  a complete  and  well  selected  line  of 
goods,  developing  one  of  the  largest  mercantile  enter- 
prises in  the  city.  He  continued  active  in  its  man- 
agement until  February,  1911,  when  he  passed  away. 
He  was  a director  in  the  State  Bank  of  Orlando  and 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  organization  of  that  insti- 
tution. 

Mr.  Bumby  married  Miss  Mary  F.  Elderkin,  of 
London,  England,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Ruth,  who  is  now  Mrs.  J.  S.  Moore, 
of  Sanford ; Harry,  who  resides  in  Bessemer,  Ala- 


bama ; Alice,  who  married  J.  F.  Maddox,  of  Fort 
Mead,  Florida;  Alfred  W.,  who  is  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Orlando;  Charles,  of  Winter  Park;  Jo- 
seph, who  is  associated  in  the  hardware  business 
with  his  brothers  in  Orlando ; Ada,  at  home ; and 
Frank  and  Leonard,  both  of  whom  are  connected 
with  the  hardware  concern.  Mrs.  Bumby  survives 
her  husband,  making  her  home  in  Orlando,  where 
her  many  fine  qualities  of  mind  and  character  have 
won  for  her  an  extensive  circle  of  friends. 

Always  active  in  religious  work,  Mr.  Bumby 
served  for  many  years  as  an  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  often  represented  its  bodies  at 
the  state  meetings.  Fraternally  he  was  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a member  of  the 
lodge,  chapter,  commandery  and  shrine.  He  was  one 
of  the  oldest  residents  in  this  section  of  Florida. 
Continuously  connected  with  its  development  and  im- 
provement, he  watched  its  progress  from  pioneer 
times  and  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  much 
that  pertained  to  the  substantial  upbuilding  of  Orange 
county,  where  he  remained  throughout  the  best  and 
most  forceful  years  of  his  life  a valued  and  honored 
citizen. 


GEORGE  W.  JOHNSON. 

George  W.  Johnson,  identified  with  commercial  in- 
terests in  Largo,  was  born  at  Newport,  Florida,  May 
18,  1865,  a son  of  Charles  W.  and  Katharine  (Kurtz) 
Johnson,  the  former  a native  of  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  latter  of  Germany,  whence  she  came 
to  the  United  States  in  girlhood.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Florida  and  after  living  at  various  places  made 
their  home  for  a time  at  Cedar  Keys  and  thence  came 
to  the  Pinellas  peninsula,  spending  the  summers  here 
and  the  winters  at  Caxambas  island,  the  father  de- 
voting his  attention  to  the  raising  of  vegetables.  He 
also  owned  two  schooners  which  he  operated  for 
many  years,  but  sold  one  before  he  entered  the  vege- 
table business.  They  were  used  in  securing  turtles 
and  sponges,  which  was  a profitable  source  of  income 
to  Mr.  Johnson  for  some  time.  After  turning  his 
attention  to  the  growing  of  vegetables  he  retained  one 
of  the  schooners  and  made  his  own  shipments  to  Key 
West.  His  later  days  were  spent  in  the  production 
of  oranges  at  Largo,  where  he  also  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising and  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  for  a 
number  of  years.  His  political  support  was  given  to 
the  democratic  party.  During  the  Civil  war  he  ran 
a gunboat  for  the  Confederate  army.  He  belonged 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  for  a number  of  years 
prior  to  his  death  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  church,  South.  Both  he  and  his  wife  passed 
away  at  Largo.  George  W.  Johnson  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  six  children:  Levin 
W.,  living  at  Durant;  Leila  C.,  the  wife  of  Ed  Jef- 
fords, of  Clearwater;  George  W. ; Mrs.  Lottie  K. 
Drew,  of  Largo ; L.  S.,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work ; and  Charles  P.,  who  died 
in  1909,  leaving  a widow  and  four  children. 

George  W.  Johnson  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  through  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
and  after  his  marriage  lived  neighbor  to  his  father 
and  mother  until  they  were  called  from  this  life. 
He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  followed 
farming  until  within  the  past  decade,  during  which 
he  has  given  his  attention  to  merchandising.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Farmers  Alliance  Exchange  and 
for  the  past  six  years  has  been  its  manager.  He  was 
employed  in  the  store  under  two  managers  before  he 
came  to  his  present  position,  in  which  he  is  giving 
entire  satisfaction  by  reason  of  his  capable  control 
and  business-like  methods. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Agnes 
Taylor,  a native  of  Pinellas  county  and  a daughter 
of  William  J.  Taylor,  deceased.  Their  four  children 
are  C.  Ward,  Frank  W.,  William  Emory  and  Wilbur. 
Mr.  Johnson  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  a trustee.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodges,  in  which  organizations  he  is  popular.  His 
has  been  a well  spent  life  and  he  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Pinellas 
county. 


JOHN  PATRICK  STOKES. 

John  Patrick  Stokes,  now  serving  as  state’s  attor- 
ney for  the  first  circuit,  is  a native  son  of  Pensacola, 
born  November  30,  1886.  He  is  of  Irish  extraction, 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Stokes,  having  been 
born  on  the  Emerald  isle.  He  was,  however,  reared 
in  Florida,  where  he  became  well  and  favorably 
known.  He  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  demo- 
cratic party.  Mr.  Stokes’  maternal  grandfather  was 
Patrick  Conlin,  and  he  also  was  a loyal  democrat  dur- 
ing his  life.  The  Stokes  family  has  been  in  Florida 
for  many  years,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
review  having  been  born  in  Apalachicola  about  1851. 
He  was  reared  in  Pensacola,  acquiring  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  is  still  a resident  of  this 
city.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Conlin,  who  was  born 
in  Escambia  county  and  who  grew  to  womanhood 
in  Pensacola. 


John  Patrick  Stokes’  educational  advantages  were 
limited.  He  left  the  public  schools  when  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  but  has  since  made  up  for  this 
early  deficiency  by  reading,  experience,  observation 
and  private  study  and  is  today  a cultured,  well  in- 
formed and  well  educated  man.  Since  beginning 
his  active  career  he  has  taken  a very  prominent  part 
in  public  affairs.  In  1908  he  was  made  circuit  court 
commissioner  in  Escambia  county  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  served  as  United  States  commissioner  for 
the  northern  district  of  Florida.  His  ability,  public 
spirit  and  political  talent  carried  him  quickly  forward 
into  important  relations  with  state  affairs  and  after 
able  service  as  a member  and  speaker  pro  tern  of  the 
Florida  legislature  he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate, 
of  which  he  served  as  president  pro  tern  in  1911.  In 
the  following  year  he  was  elected  State’s  Attorney  of 
the  first  circuit,  defeating  C.  Moreno  Jones  by  a 
majority  of  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  votes,  and 
he  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  position. 

Mr.  Stokes  married,  in  Pensacola,  on  August  19, 
1906,  Miss  Bertha  Hendrix,  who  was  born  in  Pollard, 
Alabama,  October  29,  1884.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stokes 
are  the  parents  of  a son,  John  Patrick,  Jr.,  who  is 
five  years  of  age.  Mr.  Stokes  gives  his  political  al- 
legiance to  the  democratic  party  and  fraternally  is 
connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  He  is  recognized  as  a prominent  public  factor 
in  Pensacola,  his  influence  being  felt  along  many 
lines  which  affect  the  general  welfare. 


WILLIAM  M.  GOBER. 

In  the  career  of  Judge  William  M.  Gober  we  find 
evidence  of  that  spirit  which  Americans  so  much 
admire — the  spirit  that  leads  a man  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances to  lift  himself  into  a better  position 
through  self-effort  so  that  he  might  be  of  greater  use- 
fulness to  his  fellowmen  and  might  do  honor  to  his 
family  name.  Much  credit  is  due  him  for  he  started 
out  in  life  as  a simple  mechanic,  working  his  way  up- 
ward until  today  he  is  one  of  the  well  known  lawyers 
of  Ocala,  although  yet  a young  man.  Even  before 
coming  to  Ocala  he  had  become  closely  connected 
with  the  political  life  of  Dunnellon,  Florida,  and  now 
occupies  a prominent  position  in  the  ranks  of  the 
local  fraternity  of  Marion  county. 

Mr.  Gober  was  born  at  Commerce,  Jackson  county, 
Georgia,  July  29,  1875,  his  parents  being  W.  J.  and 
Clarissa  (Embry)  Gober,  both  of  whom  were  born 
near  Commerce,  Georgia,  where  they  still  reside. 
The  Gober  family  originally  came  from  Virginia  and 
were  Georgia  pioneers,  the  father  having  followed 
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agricultural  pursuits  in  that  state  during  all  of  his 
life.  Both  the  paternal  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
father were  prominent  planters  and  slave  holders  and 
the  grandfather  and  his  two  sons,  W.  J.  Gober  and 
an  only  brother,  all  participated  in  the  Civil  war.  W. 
J.  Gober  served  in  a Georgia  regiment  from  Athens 
under  General  Lee  throughout  the  conflict,  being  sta- 
tioned most  of  the  time  in  Virginia,  and  surrendered 
with  Lee  at  Appomattox.  F.  A.  Gober,  his  brother, 
was  seriously  wounded  in  battle  and  taken  prisoner. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Gober  had  five  children:  James 
J.,  of  Birmingham,  Alabama;  William  M.,  our  subject; 
Henry  D.,  a well-to-do  farmer  residing  near  Com- 
merce, Georgia ; F.  E.,  also  of  that  city  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Farmers  Oil  Mill ; and  Ulah,  who 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

William  M.  Gober  remained  with  his  parents  at 
Commerce  until  he  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
at  which  period  in  his  life  he  removed  to  North  Caro- 
lina and  found  employment  with  the  Southern  Bell 
Telephone  Company,  with  which  corporation  he  re- 
mained until  he  came  to  Marion  county,  Florida,  in 
1905.  At  that  time  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
electrician,  but,  being  desirous  of  improving  his  con- 
dition, devoted  all  his  leisure  time  and  his  evenings 
to  the  study  of  law  and  in  1909  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  the  state,  since  which  he  has  been  engaged  in 
general  practice.  At  that  time  he  was  residing  at 
Dunnellon,  Florida,  where  his  legal  ability  was  soon 
recognized  in  his  election  to  public  office,  serving  in 
the  capacity  of  justice  of  the  peace,  city  clerk  and 
tax  collector  for  some  time,  and  also  filling  the  im- 
portant office  of  city  attorney.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1911  he  removed  to  Ocala,  where  he  opened  an  office 
and  has  been  successfully  practicing  since.  He  oc- 
cupies a creditable  and  enviable  position  at  the  bar 
for  he  prepares  hisi  cases  with  great  thoroughness  and 
care  and  presents  them  skillfully  and  forcibly  so  that 
he  never  fails  to  command  the  attention  of  court  or 
jury  and  generally  gains  the  verdict  he  desires.  His 
reasoning  is  laudable,  his  deductions  sound  and  he 
seldom  is  surprised  by  an  unexpected  attack  of  op- 
posing counsel.  Although  advancement  at  the  bar  is 
proverbially  slow  he  has  succeeded  in  demonstrating 
his  ability  to  capably  handle  intricate  law  problems 
and  his  practice  is  thus  growing  in  volume. 

In  1899  Mr.  Gober  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Gussie  Jackson,  of  Commerce,  Georgia,  and  they  have 
two  children : William,  who  was  also  born  in  that 

state;  and  Maurine,  born  in  Florida.  Mr.  Gober  af- 
filiates with  the  Baptist  church  and  fraternally  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he 
is  district  deputy  grand  chancellor  for  the  ninth  dis- 
trict, comprising  five  counties.  He  is  also  a member 
of  Elks  Lodge,  No.  286,  of  Ocala.  His  political 


views  incline  him  toward  the  democratic  party  and 
he  stanchly  supports  its  measures  and  candidates. 
Taking  a deep  interest  in  all  matters  of  public  im- 
portance, he  readily  places  his  ability  and  experience 
at  the  disposal  of  the  party,  although  he  never  con- 
siders political  office  as  a stepping-stone  to  personal 
aggrandisement. 


JAMES  ERVIN  LAWRENCE. 

Among  the  residents  of  Marianna  who  derive  their 
income  from  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  is 
numbered  James  Ervin  Lawrence,  who  is  accorded 
a leading  place  among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of 
this  locality.  His  farm  comprises  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  and  he  also  owns  and  controls  a grist  and 
sawmill,  both  branches  of  his  work  being  important 
and  profitable.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a native  son  of  Mari- 
anna, born  March  9,  1857,  his  parents  being  Richard 
C.  B.  and  Susan  R.  (Godfrey)  Lawrence,  natives  of 
North  and  South  Carolina  respectively.  They  came  to 
Florida  in  1832,  settling  in  that  year  in  Marianna, 
where  the  father  conducted  a tailoring  shop  for  some 
time  and  later  became  one  of  the  pioneer  preachers 
in  the  state.  He  died  in  November,  1906,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-seven,  having  survived  his  wife 
since  December  26,  1879.  To  their  union  were  born 
twelve  children:  Peter  P.,  deceased;  Thomas  G.,  of 

Panama  City;  Richard  A.,  of  Clifton,  Georgia;  Wil- 
liam, deceased;  Anna  E.,  widow  of  R.  P.  King;  John 
B.,  deceased;  James  Ervin,  of  this  review;  Charles 
A.,  of  Alliance,  Florida;  Robert  F.,  of  Cypress;  Mary 
G.,  deceased;  Herbert  W.,  of  Dellwood;  and  Oliver, 
deceased. 

James  E.  Lawrence  began  his  independent  career 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  secured  a position  as 
clerk  in  a mercantile  store  in  Miami.  After  six  years 
he  went  to  Georgia  and  there  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  turpentine  for  four  years,  during  which 
time  he  also  conducted  a grocery  store.  Upon  return- 
ing to  Marianna  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
and  merchandising,  dividing  his  time  between  the 
two  branches  of  work  for  fourteen  years,  after  which 
he  disposed  of  his  mercantile  interests  in  order  to  con- 
centrate his  energies  upon  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
now  owns  six  hufidred  and  forty  acres  well  improved 
and  developed  and  upon  this  fine  property  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  success  rewarding 
his  practical  and  well  directed  labors.  He  also  owns  a 
grist  and  sawmill  and  gives  a great  deal  of  time  to 
this  line  of  work  which,  owing  to  his  careful  methods 
and  progressive  ideas,  has  become  very  profitable  to 
him. 


342 


FLORIDA 


Mr.  Lawrence  married  Miss  Alice  Fulgham  and  to 
their  union  were  born  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  James  E.,  Jr.,  Wil- 
liam E.,  Richard  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  live  at  home. 
Mr.  Lawrence  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party,  and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  well 
known  in  Marianna  and  throughout  the  surrounding 
country  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  here.  Since  his  birth  he  has  spent 
a great  deal  of  his  time  in  the  town  and  his  life  record 
is  therefore  largely  familiar  to  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  has  never  sought  to  figure  prominently  in  any 
public  light  but  in  business  has  proven  capable  and 
reliable,  and  his  intense  and  well  directed  activity 
is  now  bringing  him  a gratifying  measure  of  pros- 
perity. 


THOMAS  L.  WILSON. 

The  name  of  Thomas  L.  Wilson  has  come  to  be  re- 
garded in  Bartow  as  a synonym  for  progress  and  ad- 
vancement along  many  lines,  for  he  is  not  only  a 
successful  lawyer  but  also  connected  with  a great  many 
of  the  most  important  business  and  corporate  interests 
in  the  city,  many  of  which  owe  their  foundation  and 
giowth  to  his  initiative  and  enterprising  spirit.  He 
was  born  in  territory  now  embraced  in  Polk  county  and 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  section  acquired  his  early 
education,  later  entering  upon  the  study  of  law.  In 
1883,  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  by  a special  act  of  the  state 
legislature  was  admitted  to  practice.  His  professional 
career  since  that  time  has  fully  justified  its  early 
promise,  for  he  is  today  one  of  the  most  able  lawyers 
in  the  city,  strong  and  logical  in  argument,  forceful 
in  his  appeals  and  clear  in  his  presentation  of  a case. 
He  has  a large  practice,  which  is  continually  increasing 
and  which  connects  him  with  much  important  litigation. 

Aside  from  his  profession  Mr.  Wilson  is  closely 
connected  with  business  interests  of  the  city  as  an 
official  or  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  im- 
portant financial  and  commercial  concerns.  He  is  a 
director  in  the  Prairie  Trading  Company  of  Mulberry, 
in  the  Indian  Prairie  Land  Company  of  Jacksonville 
and  in  the  Oaks  Hotel  Company.  He  occupies  a posi- 
tion of  distinctive  precedence  in  financial  circles,  being 
a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Bartow  and  the  Bank  of  Fort  Meade  and  president 
of  the  Polk  County  National  Bank  of  Bartow.  This 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reliable  institutions  of 
its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  state,  having  been  founded 
as  a private  bank  in  1886.  It  was  then  conducted  by 


Frank  W.  Page  & Company  and  was  known  by  this 
title  until  1890,  when  it  was  reorganized  as  the  State 
Bank  of  Polk  county,  with  W.  J.  Emerson  as  president 
and  Warren  Tyler  as  vice  president.  The  following 
year  witnessed  its  organization  as  the  Polk  County 
National  Bank,  capitalized  at  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
A.  A.  Parker  was  elected  president  and  Warren  Tyler 
was  made  cashier,  a position  which  he  held  from  that 
time  until  his  death,  in  1903.  Since  its  incorporation 
under  national  banking  laws  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Polk  County  National  Bank  has  been  increased  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  surplus  being  at 
present  thirty-eight  thousand.  The  official  board  in- 
cludes the  names  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  and 
able  men  in  the  city,  many  of  whom  are  proving  their 
capability  in  their  lines  of  endeavor.  T.  L.  Wilson 
of  this  review  is  president;  J.  G.  Boyd,  vice  president; 
J.  M.  Oglesby,  vice  president;  and  E.  L.  Wirt,  cashier. 
The  board  of  directors  is  as  follows:  T.  L.  Wilson, 
J.  G.  Boyd,  Dr.  J.  M.  Oglesby,  E.  L.  Wirt,  U.  A. 
Lightsey,  H.  W.  Snell,  E.  C.  Stuart,  J.  A.  Fort  and 
H.  M.  Swinson.  The  bank  occupies  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  modern  buildings  in  Bartow,  a two-story 
brick  structure,  twenty-six  by  ninety-two  feet.  At 
the  present  time  the  deposits  average  five  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  four  per  cent 
interest  is  paid  on  all  savings  accounts.  As  president 
Mr.  Wilson  has  made  an  enviable  record,  for  his 
knowledge  of  the  banking  business  is  comprehensive 
and  exact  and  to  the  solution  of  difficult  financial  prob- 
lems he  has  brought  keen  discernment  and  penetrating 
sagacity. 

Mr.  Wilson  married  Miss  Cora  Hough,  a daughter  of 
Francis  A.  and  Mattie  (Divine)  Hough,  the  former  a 
prominent  real-estate  dealer  of  Bartow  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  have  one  daughter,  Lee.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  is  on  the  board  of  stewards. 

It  is  but  natural  that  a man  of  the  ability  and  experi- 
ence of  Mr.  Wilson  should  have  taken  an  active  part 
in  public  life,  and  his  services  as  attorney  for  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  in  which  capacity  he 
acted  for  fifteen  years,  have  been  most  valuable.  He 
has  also  been  called  upon  by  the  people  to  serve  as 
mayor  of  Bartow  and  his  administration  has  ever 
stood  for  progress  and  development.  Mr.  Wilson  has 
also  efficiently  served  for  two  and  a half  years  as 
state’s  attorney  for  the  sixth  judicial  circuit,  embracing 
nine  counties.  He  has  often  been  importuned  to  run 
for  other  offices  but  has  always  declined  these  honors. 

He  is  interested  in  educational  matters  and  has  done 
able  and  effective  work  as  district  school  trustee. 
Along  lines  of  his  profession  he  is  connected  with  the 
State  Bar  Association  and,  being  interested  in  the  gen- 
eral business  advancement  of  the  city,  holds  member- 
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ship  in  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  active  in  promoting 
everything  pertaining  to  the  city’s  progress,  and  move- 
ments for  the  public  good  never  seek  his  aid  in  vain. 
Moreover,  in  his  business  and  professional  career  he 
has  demonstrated  the  value  and  worth  of  initiative 
spirit  and  the  power  of  organization,  and  he  enjoys  in 
full  measure  the  trust  and  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated  through  business,  official 
or  social  relations. 


JOHN  WARDLOW. 

The  most  important  industry  in  Key  West  at  the 
present  time  is  undoubtedly  the  tobacco  industry  and 
one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  its  promotion, 
development  and  growth  is  beyond  all  question  John 
Wardlow,  president  of  the  Ruy  Lopez  Company,  lead- 
ing cigar  manufacturers  in  the  city.  To  his  initiative 
spirit,  his  executive  and  administrative  ability,  his 
power  of  coordinating  forces  and  controlling  business 
affairs  the  city  owes  the  upbuilding  of  one  of  her 
greatest  industrial  institutions,  for  it  was  he  who  rec- 
ognized the  great  opportunity  which  made  the  expan- 
sion of  the  Ruy  Lopez  Company  possible  and  who 
gave  of  his  best  energies,  talents  and  powers  to  the 
promotion  of  its  interests.  His  name  is  a synonym 
for  integrity,  business  ability  and  discrimination  and 
his  work  has  marked  a distinct  advance  in  the  de- 
velopment of  one  of  the  most  representative  industries 
of  southern  Florida. 

John  Wardlow  was  born  in  Glendale,  Ohio,  a few 
miles  north  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  29th  of  February, 
i860,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  H.  Wardlow,  a paper 
manufacturer.  The  father  was  the  founder  of  the 
Wardlow-Thomas  Paper  Company  of  Middletown, 
Ohio,  and  served  as  its  president  for  many  years.  He 
died  in  Columbus,  in  1902,  and  his  widow,  who  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Judith  L.  Yeatman,  still 
makes  her  home  there.  On  the  paternal  side  Mr. 
Wardlow  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  John 
Wardlow,  having  founded  the  family  in  America, 
coming  to  this  country  from  Belfast,  Ireland.  The 
maternal  branch  of  the  family  is  of  German,  Swiss 
and  Welsh  origin. 

When  John  Wardlow  was  nine  years  of  age  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Middletown,  Ohio,  and 
there  his  youth  was  spent,  his  education  having  been 
acquired  chiefly  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
His  father  had  suffered  business  reverses,  his  paper 
mill  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  1872,  and  he  was, 
therefore,  unable  to  give  his  son  the  benefit  of  a col- 
lege education  and  the  latter  laid  aside  his  books  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  in  order  to  earn  his  own  livelihood. 
He  secured  a position  in  one  of  the  two  large  tobacco 


factories  in  Middletown  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  has  constantly  been  identified  with  the  tobacco 
and  cigar  industry  in  different  capacities.  For  a pe- 
riod of  nine  years  during  his  late  youth  and  early 
manhood  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  tobacco  firm  of 
Wilson  & McCallay  of  Middletown,  becoming  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  able,  reliable  and  trustworthy 
of  their  representatives  and  rising  through  successive 
stages  of  progress  and  advancement  to  be  manager  of 
the  branch  office  at  Chicago,  a position  demanding 
executive  ability  and  an  exhaustive  knowledge  of  the 
business  as  well  as  rare  tact  and  discrimination. 
Possessed  of  all  these  qualities,  Mr.  Wardlow  was 
successful  in  the  management  of  the  concern  and  he 
continued  his  identification  with  Wilson  & McCallay 
until  1885,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to  become  man- 
ager of  the  cigar  and  tobacco  department  of  Reid, 
Murdoch  & Company,  wholesale  grocers  and  manu- 
facturers in  Chicago.  The  close  confinement  which 
this  position  required,  however,  impaired  his  health 
and  in  1890  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  cigar  manu- 
facturing concern  of  Sanchez  & Haya  of  Tampa,  Flor- 
ida, acting  as  their  representative  for  about  four  years 
in  Chicago  and  vicinity.  So  valuable  were  his  ser- 
vices and  so  effective  as  forces  in  the  expansion  of 
the  business  that  when  the  concern  was  incorporated 
in  May,  1895,  Mr.  Wardlow  was  taken  into  the  firm 
as  a stockholder  and  was  made  vice  president,  retain- 
ing this  position  until  January  1,  1900,  when  he  sold 
his  interest  to  Mr.  Haya.  In  the  meantime,  in  October, 

1899,  before  disposing  of  his  stock  in  the  cigar 
factory  at  Tampa,  he  had  accepted  a position  at  a 
handsome  salary  with  the  Havana  Commercial  Com- 
pany, at  that  time  the  largest  tobacco  and  cigar  con- 
cern on  the  island  of  Cuba,  the  business  it  controlled 
being  later  purchased  by  the  American  Tobacco  Com- 
pany for  thirty  million  dollars.  This  connection  oc- 
casioned Mr.  Wardlow’s  removal  to  Havana  and  in 
that  city  he  made  his  home  until  May,  1903.  On  the 
6th  of  the  following  month  he  formed  a partnership 
with  J.  W.  Merriam,  purchasing  the  business  owned 
by  the  Ruy  Lopez  Company,  controlling  one  of  the 
leading  cigar  factories  in  Key  West,  established  in 

1900.  Mr.  Merriam  being  a resident  of  New  York 
and  owning  important  manufacturing  interests  there 
which  he  was  unable  to  leave,  Mr.  Wardlow  become 
resident  manager,  removing  to  Key  West,  where  he 
took  personal  charge  of  the  factory,  which  at  that 
time  gave  employment  to  about  seventy-five  persons. 
Under  Mr.  Wardlow’s  management  the  business  done 
by  the  Ruy  Lopez  Company  has  increased  steadily  and 
the  concern  has  been  developed  into  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  known  cigar  manufacturing  industries  in  Key 
West,  giving  employment  during  the  busy  seasons  to 
about  eight  hundred  hands.  It  was  reorganized  in 
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1903,  with  Mr.  Wardlow  as  president,  and  by  1907 
had  already  outgrown  its  old  quarters,  the  increased 
volume  and  importance  of  the  business  necessitating 
the  erection  of  a new  factory.  Accordingly,  a fine 
concrete-block  building,  two  hundred  and  thirteen  feet 
long  by  fifty-two  feet  wide  and  three  stories  in  height, 
was  erected  and  it  was  considered  at  that  time  one 
of  the  finest  structures  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of 
the  south.  Despite  its  substantial  construction,  how- 
ever, the  great  hurricane  of  October  11,  1909,  prac- 
tically destroyed  the  building,  rendering  it  entirely 
unfit  for  use.  Temporary  quarters  were  hastily  p.o- 
vided,  however,  and  the  business  continued  with  prac- 
tically no  interruption.  In  April,  1910,  the  companv 
began  the  erection  of  its  present  factory,  which  is 
built  of  reinforced  concrete  throughout  and  is  one  of 
the  most  substantially  built  factories  in  Key  West, 
every  care  having  been  taken  to  make  it  proof  against 
future  hurricanes.  The  width  of  the  building  has 
been  increased  and  the  height  decreased,  its  dimen- 
sions being  now  two  hundred  and  thirteen  feet  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  feet  ten  inches,  the 
three  stories  of  the  original  structure  having  been 
reduced  to  two.  Since  the  new  building  weathered  the 
great  storm  of  October,  1910,  which  was  even  more 
severe  than  that  preceding,  it  is  believed  that  the 
present  factory  building  is  proof  against  all  future 
hurricanes  unless  they  should  be  more  severe  than 
any  that  have  yet  visited  Florida.  The  factory,  which 
stands  near  the  water’s  edge  on  the  north  shore  of 
the  island,  was  planned  entirely  by  Mr.  Wardlow  and 
is  unique  and  beautiful  in  design  and  in  surroundings, 
the  adjacent  park  and  grounds,  surrounded  bv  high 
concrete  walls,  giving  it  more  of  the  appearance  of 
an  ancient  castle  or  the  private  residence  of  a mil- 
lionaire than  the  home  of  a great  industrial  enterprise. 
The  Ruy  Lopez  Company  manufactures  the  very 
choicest  of  high-grade  goods  and  its  cigars  have  a well 
established  reputation  in  the  great  cities  of  the  entire 
country,  being  highly  prized  by  smokers  who  appre- 
ciate both  quality  of  substance  and  superior  workman- 
ship. Mr.  Wardlow  takes  a justifiable  pride  both  in 
the  appearance  of  his  factory  and  in  the  immensely 
increased  volume  of  business  done  therein  and  he 
begrudges  no  time  or  labor  expended  in  its  further 
improvement.  He  not  only  understands  the  tobacco 
and  cigar-making  business  in  ail  of  its  details  but 
he  possesses  also  those  invaluable  qualities  of  initi- 
ative and  enterprise  which  command  success  in  any 
field  of  business  life.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
trend  of  modern  business  advancement,  is  progres- 
sive, modern  and  enterprising  and  he  has  left  the  im- 
press of  his  work  and  his  individuality  upon  one  of 
the  leading  industries  of  the  city  where  he  makes  his 
home. 


Mr.  Wardlow  married  in  Chicago,  on  the  26th  of 
February,  1885,  Miss  Pauline  Susan  Crain,  a native 
of  Boston.  They  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Mary  Eva;  Pauline,  who  married  on  April  21, 
1913,  Samuel  Bennett  Tuell,  of  Pawtucket,  Rhode 
Island,  a graduate  of  the  Boston  School  of  Technology 
and  now  connected  with  the  firm  of  Stone  & Webster 
of  Boston,  extensive  owners  of  street  car  systems  and 
electric  light  plants  throughout  the  United  States;  and 
Charles  Henry,  aged  twenty. 

Mr.  Wardlow  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  church 
and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party  and  is  active  and  progressive 
in  matters  of  citizenship,  although  his  interest  in  public 
affairs  never  takes  the  form  of  office  seeking.  To  him 
Key  West  owes  the  development  of  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  important  of  its  business  institutions  and  the 
promotion  in  the  city  of  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and 
activity  which  is  the  basis  of  all  commercial  growth, 
and  this  debt  is  being  paid  in  the  widespread  respect 
and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  and  in  the  confidence 
and  honor  accorded  to  him  by  his  many  friends. 


FRANK  BROWN. 

Frank  Brown,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  at  Jackson- 
ville, his  native  city,  was  born  November  28,  1869,  and 
is  a son  of  Nicholas  and  Ellen  (Quaile)  Brown,  the 
father  a native  of  Austria  and  the  mother  of  Ireland. 
They  became  early  residents  of  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  removed  to  Jacksonville, 
when  the  father  turned  his  attention  to  merchandis- 
ing, which  he  followed  until  his  death,  about  1878. 

Frank  Brown  was  reared  in  Jacksonville  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  starting  out 
in  business  life  when  very  young,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  T.  Murphy,  an  iron  manufacturer.  His  posi- 
tion was  a humble  one,  but  he  gradually  worked  his 
way  upward  as  he  proved  his  ability,  fidelity  and  trust- 
worthiness. Gradually  he  was  advanced  from  one 
position  of  responsibility  to  another  until  he  became 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company  upon  its  in- 
corporation, serving  in  that  dual  office  until  elected 
circuit  clerk  in  the  fall  of  1912,  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  the  position  on  the  7th  of  January,  1913. 
He  was  elected  on  the  regular  democratic  ticket, 
defeating  P.  D.  Cassidey,  one  of  the  most  popular  dem- 
ocrats in  the  county,  at  the  primary,  after  Mr.  Cas- 
sidey had  filled  the  office  for  sixteen  years  and  had 
served  for  seven  years  as  chief  deputy.  This  alone 
indicates  the  personal  popularity  of  Mr.  Brown  and 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  constituents. 
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He  is  always  approachable,  a genial,  courteous  man, 
and  the  public  have  reason  to  believe  in  his  high  stand- 
ards of  citizenship.  In  June,  1901,  he  was  elected  to 
the  city  council  from  the  third  ward  and  was  reelected 
for  six  consecutive  terms  of  two  years  each,  acting 
as  president  of  the  council  for  two  terms  and  as  chair- 
man of  the  finance  committee,  when  he  resigned.  He 
also  served  on  the  laws  and  rules,  taxation  and  finance 
committees,  and  exercised  all  his  official  prerogatives 
in  support  of  progressive  public  measures  looking  to 
an  economical  administration  and  one  productive  of 
reforms  and  improvement. 

In  September,  1890,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Dora  Lee  Hobbs,  of  Jacksonville,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Frank  W.,  Timothy  M.,  Robert  A.  and 

Dorothy  Lee.  A lifelong  resident  of  Jacksonville, 
Mr.  Brown  is  well  known  in  the  city  and  all  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  he  has  been  an  earnest  and  effective 
worker  for  its  advancement  and  improvement.  While 
standing  stanchly  in  support  of  the  principles  in  which 
he  believes,  he  never  places  partisanship  before  pub- 
lic good  or  seeks  personal  aggrandizement  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  general  interest. 


TENNENT  RONALDS,  M.  D. 

Among  the  men  of  wealth,  culture  and  prominence 
whom  the  beautiful  climate  of  Florida  has  attracted 
to  the  state  is  numbered  Dr.  Tennent  Ronalds,  who 
has  in  Tallahassee  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
beautiful  estates  in  Leon  county.  Fie  was  born  in 
Scotland,  August  28,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Edmund 
and  Barbara  C.  (Tennent)  Ronalds,  natives  of  that 
country,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away. 

Dr.  Ronalds  is  the  fifth  in  a family  of  six  children. 
He  acquired  an  excellent  education,  studying  in  the 
Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  Bonn,  Germany.  In 
1887  he  made  his  first  trip  to  America  and  he  crosses 
the  Atlantic  generally  every  year.  Coming  to  Talla- 
hassee, he  purchased  an  estate  of  three  thousand  acres, 
building  a home,  artistic  and  beautiful  in  every  re- 
spect, and  has  since  resided  there  during  the  winter 
months.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  sportsman,  a lover  of 
hunting,  fishing  and  golfing,  for  which  there  are  ex- 
cellent facilities  in  this  locality.  He  has  beautiful 
golf  links  on  his  own  grounds  and  spends  many  hours 
during  the  season  upon  them. 

Dr.  Ronalds  married  Miss  Flelen  Wood  Brown  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  who  died  in  1897.  Dr.  Ronalds  is  a 
graduate  physician  but  has  never  practiced  his  pro- 
fession, his  studies  having  been  pursued  more  to 
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extend  his  general  knowledge  than  with  the  view  of 
engaging  actively  in  practice.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  well  and  favorably  known  in  Tal- 
lahassee, where  his  many  fine  qualities  of  mind  and 
character  have  gained  him  an  extensive  circle  of 
friends. 


JAMES  WADE  PINSON. 

James  Wade  Pinson,  who  since  1889  has  followed 
farming  in  Gadsden  county,  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  prominent  agriculturists  in  the  vicinity  of 
Quincy.  He  is,  moreover,  entitled  to  a place  in  this 
volume  as  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  He 
was  born  in  Greenwood  county,  South  Carolina,  De- 
cember 29,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  James  F.  and  Jane 
(Whiteford)  Pinson,  natives  of  that  state.  The 
father  in  his  younger  years  was  a school  teacher  and 
later  an  extensive  planter,  dying  in  South  Carolina, 
where  his  wife  also  passed  away.  To  their  union 
were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
review  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

James  W.  Pinson  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  He  went  to  the  front  as  a private 
and  after  one  year’s  service  was  made  first  lieutenant 
and  served  during  the  four  years  of  the  Civil  war, 
taking  part  in  many  hotly  contested  engagements  and 
receiving  a wound  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania 
Courthouse.  After  his  discharge  he  engaged  for  some 
time  in  teaching  school  but  afterward  turned  his  at- 
tention to  fanning,  an  occupation  in  which  he  is  still 
engaged.  Since  1889  he  has  been  a resident  of  Gads- 
den county  and  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  years 
has  developed  here  an  excellent  and  well  improved 
farm,  taking  his  place  among  the  substantial  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Pinson  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Martha  Carter  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children:  Perrin,  of  Tampa, 

Florida ; Clarence,  of  Quincy ; Marie,  at  home ; and 
Elvira,  deceased.  Mr.  Pinson’s  second  marriage  was 
with  Mrs.  Rebecca  (Creswell)  Crofton,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Catherine  (West!  Creswell,  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  who  came  to  Florida  in  1858  and  lo- 
cated in  Madison  county.  By  her  first  union  Mrs. 
Pinson  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  William 
and  Clarence  Crofton,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Gads- 
den county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pinson  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Wade  C.  and  Clayton  C.,  both  of 
whom  are  at  home ; and  a child,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Pinson  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church,  his 
wife  being  a Baptist  in  her  religious  views.  He  is  a 
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man  whose  high  moral  character,  industry  and  am- 
bition have  placed  him  in  an  enviable  position  in  the 
community  and  he  is  acknowledged  to  be  in  all  re- 
spects a substantial  and  desirable  citizen. 


ALBERT  HAYNE  WALKER. 

That  infinitely  small  causes  often  lead  to  world- 
important  movements  and  result  in  achievements  en- 
tirely out  of  proportion  to  the  impelling  influence,  is 
evident  in  the  life  record  of  Albert  Hayne  \\  alker, 
president  of  the  Florida  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the 
Blind.  It  was  a small,  unfortunate  boy — a deaf  mute — 
to  whom  Newton  Pickney  Walker,  the  grandfather, 
reached  out  with  ready  sympathy  in  his  desire  to  help 
him  carry  his  heavy  burden  and  in  whom  he  became 
interested,  that  led  to  the  establishment  of  a class  for 
instruction  of  the  ones  thus  afflicted  and  from  this 
class  sprang  a school  and  therefrom  a great  state  insti- 
tution in  South  Carolina;  further  still  the  effect  car- 
ried, for  it  decided  the  father  in  devoting  his  life  to  the 
sake  of  the  same  cause  and  again  his  sons,  among  them 
our  subject,  followed  in  his  worthy  footsteps.  Three 
generations  of  the  Walkers  have  given  all  their  talents, 
all  their  efforts,  to  bring  a ray  of  happiness  into  the 
dead  silence  and  the  eternal  night  of  unfortunates  and 
have  helped  them  to  bear  their  burden  more  lightly  by 
making  of  them  useful  members  of  society  and  giving 
them  an  interest  in  life  along  which  they  may  become 
proficient  despite  their  handicap,  bringing  to  them  that 
spirit  of  contented  resignation  with  an  inexorable  fate. 

Albert  Flayne  Walker  was  born  in  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina,  March  27,  1870,  a son  of  Dr.  N.  F. 
and  Virginia  (Eppes)  Walker,  the  former  a native  of 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Laurens 
in  the  same  state.  They  now  make  their  home  at  Cedar 
Spring,  South  Carolina,  where  is  located  the  state 
school  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind,  of  which  the  father 
is  president,  being  ably  assisted  by  his  son,  William 
Laurens,  who  has  charge  of  the  active  management 
of  the  institution.  The  Rev.  Newton  Pickney  Walker, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  had  the  distinction  of 
being  the  founder  of  this  school,  which  was  the 
twelfth  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  The  grand- 
father was  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  in  early  life 
a clergyman  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  married 
Martha  L.  Hughston  and  it  was  through  a brother  of 
his  wife,  John  Marion  Hughston,  that  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  fate  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  This 
brother  passed  away  Thanksgiving  Day,  1912,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  deaf  from  birth  and  the 
grandfather  decided  to  educate  him,  and  to  better  equip 
himself  for  the  task  visited  the  only  state  school  for  the 


deaf  and  blind  then  in  existence,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, where  he  acquainted  himself  with  the  methods 
there  pursued  and  on  his  return  began  to  give  instruc- 
tion to  the  boy.  Soon  other  pupils  came  to  attend  the 
lessons  and  a class  was  founded  and  grew  in  numbers. 
The  state,  recognizing  the  importance  of  Mr.  Walker’s 
endeavors,  decided  upon  the  establishment  of  a state 
institution  and  made  him  the  first  superintendent  of 
the  same.  The  grandfather  devoted  the  rest  of  his 
life  to  that  work,  passing  away  during  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war.  Dr.  N.  F.  Walker,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  serving  at  that  time  in  the  cause  of  his  coun- 
try in  the  Confederate  army  and  upon  the  death  of  the 
head  of  the  institution  was  called  home  to  succeed  to 
the  office  of  president  of  the  South  Carolina  State 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  which  position  he 
has  ever  since  held,  having  brought  about  a number  of 
improvements  and  innovations  and  instituted  new 
methods  which  have  resulted  in  perfecting  a system 
for  instruction  that  is  second  to  none  in  the  country. 
Dr.  Walker  has  studied  the  question  from  various 
points  and  has  gathered  a great  deal  of  material  from 
experiences  of  other  men  who  work  along  the  same 
line  and  practices  pursued  in  other  institutions,  insti- 
tuting such  measures  in  the  management  and  the  courses 
of  instruction  as  will  result  in  the  greatest  good.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Walker  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Horace  Eppes,  who  ably  serves  as  head  of  the  edu- 
cational department  of  the  Tennessee  State  School 
for  the  Deaf;  Albert  Hayne,  of  this  review;  Newton 
Pickney,  whose  hopeful  career  was  cut  short  by  the 
hand  of  death  in  1894;  William  Laurens,  who  has 
charge  of  the  active  management  of  the  South  Carolina 
state  school  under  the  presidency  of  the  father ; and 
Virginia  Eppes,  the  wife  of  Robert  M.  Hitch,  of 
Savannah,  Georgia. 

Albert  Hayne  Walker  grew  to  boyhood  under  the 
beneficial  influences  of  father  and  mother  and  early 
in  life  became  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  helpfulness 
toward  his  less  fortunate  brothers,  with  whom  he 
came  often  in  contact.  He  received  his  preparatory 
education  in  the  Wofford  Fitting  School  at  Spartan- 
burg, South  Carolina,  and  subsequently  graduated  from 
the  State  University  of  South  Carolina  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  in  1890.  The  success  his  father  had  attained 
along  his  line  of  endeavor  decided  him  in  his  career 
and  he  accepted  the  position  of  teacher  in  the  Texas 
School  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  remaining  in  that  con- 
nection for  six  years  and  removing  from  there  to  the 
Tennessee  School  for  the  Deaf,  where  he  acted  as 
head  teacher  until  he  came  to  Florida  in  1902  in  the 
capacity  of  principal  of  the  educational  department 
of  the  state  school.  His  able  services  along  this  line 
were  soon  recognized  and  in  1906  he  was  appointed  to 
the  position  of  president.  He  has  instituted  a number 
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of  innovations  which  have  proven  greatly  to  the  benefit 
of  the  pupils  and  bring  about  results  which  only 
a few  years  ago  were  not  even  thought  of.  The  in- 
struction received  in  the  school  is  so  thorough  and 
carefully  selected  that  its  pupils  become  useful  mem- 
bers of  society  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  and  to 
this  result  the  highly  laudable  endeavors  of  President 
Walker  have  in  a large  measure  contributed. 

Mr.  Walker,  in  1896,  was  married  to  Miss  Betty 
Rawlings,  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  a daughter  of 
J.  B.  and  Mary  J.  Rawlings,  residents  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Virginia  Eppes  and  Lilah  Octavia.  Capable,  earnest 
and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
Mr.  Walker  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  ably  fill 
the  important  position  to  which  his  state  has  called 
him  and  his  sincere  efforts  are  deeply  appreciated  by 
all  who  are  cognizant  thereof.  He  has  become  an 
authority  in  his  line  and  his  advice  is  often  sought  by 
heads  of  other  institutions.  A kindly  man  of  even 
tenor,  he  meets  everywhere  with  appreciation  and  the 
people  of  St.  Augustine  who  come  in  touch  with  him 
are  ever  ready  to  accord  him  their  deep  respect. 


JOSEPH  A.  GLADNEY. 

Joseph  A.  Gladney,  who  since  1912  has  operated  a 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  one 
and  a half  miles  south  of  Hastings,  has  been  promi- 
nently connected  with  various  agricultural  interests 
since  coming  to  Florida  in  1893.  He  is  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  being  born  in  Fairfield  county  on 
July  12,  1873,  his  parents  being  Thomas  Jasper  and 
Mattie  (Harvey)  Gladney,  natives  of  the  same  county 
in  which  their  son  was  born.  The  great-grandparents 
on  both  sides  of  the  family  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
coming  to  the  United  States  during  colonial  days  and 
locating  in  South  Carolina,  and  both  parents  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  state  and  there  passed  awav. 
The  father  served  for  four  years  in  the  Civil  war 
under  Colonel  Ryan  with  a South  Carolina  regiment 
and  distinguished  himself  for  courageous  conduct 
before  the  enemy.  The  parents  had  eleven  children, 
of  whom  eight  grew  to  maturity  and  seven  are  now 
living,  Joseph  A.  Gladney  of  this  review  being  the 
fourth  youngest  member  of  the  family. 

Joseph  A.  Gladney  resided  at  the  place  of  his  birth 
in  P airfield  county,  South  Carolina,  until  his  parents 
removed  to  Lexington  county,  that  state,  where  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  for  seven  years,  whence 
he  came  to  Sumter  county,  Florida,  in  1893,  finding 
employment  in  a citrus  fruit  packing  house.  He  re- 
mained in  that  connection  for  nine  months  before  he 


removed  to  Marion  county,  where  for  seven  years  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land.  On  June  28,  1900, 
he  came  to  Hastings  as  foreman  of  the  Wetumpka 
Fruit  Company  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  taking  care 
of  their  large  thirteen-hundred-acre  farm.  He  re- 
tained this  position  for  five  years,  becoming  upon  the 
death  of  George  W.  Leonard  manager  of  this  large 
agricultural  enterprise,  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
responsible  position  until  September,  1912.  In  1906, 
however,  he  had  bought  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres 
of  land  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  Hastings,  on 
the  boulevard,  and  in  1912  moved  on  this  property. 
Ninety-five  acres  of  the  place  are  under  cultivation  and 
entirely  devoted  to  the  growing  of  Irish  potatoes,  while 
sixteen  acres  thereof  are  planted  as  a pecan  grove. 
Mr.  Gladney  completed  in  October,  1912,  a handsome 
and  commodious  ten-room  house  on  his  farm  which  is 
equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences,  such  as  run- 
ning water,  electric  light  and  other  accessories  con- 
sidered necessary  in  an  up-to-date  home.  A porch  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  length  and  ten  feet  wide 
runs  around  the  house.  Another  home  which  is  located 
on  the  farm  is  rented  out.  Mr.  Gladney  handles  yearly 
about  five  thousand  bags  of  seed  potatoes,  a statement 
which  gives  indication  of  his  large  and  important 
business. 

On  December  26,  1899,  Mr.  Gladney  married  Nan- 
nie Mobley,  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  South  Caro- 
lina, born  in  1880.  She  is  a daughter  of  William  and 
Sailie  (Neil)  Mobley,  both  natives  of  South  Caro- 
lina, the  father  having  passed  away  but  the  mother 
now  making  her  home  in  Micanopy,  Florida.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gladney  are  the  parents  of  two  children : Marie, 
eleven  years  of  age;  and  Ernestine,  aged  six.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gladney  are  well  and  favorably  known  in 
Hastings,  where  they  number  many  friends  who  de- 
light to  gather  at  their  hospitable  fireside  to  pass  a 
pleasant  hour.  Mr.  Gladney,  although  comparatively 
a young  man,  has  in  a remarkably  short  time  attained 
a substantial  success  and  the  enviable  position  which 
he  has  reached  must  be  largely  credited  to  his  energy, 
industry  and  his  progressive  tendencies. 


HARRY  HOYT  FRANCIS. 

Among  the  prominent  representatives  of  the  citrus 
fruit  industry  in  Florida  is  Harry  Hoyt  Francis,  the 
owner  of  a valuable  property  six  miles  east  of  Clear- 
water, on  Tampa  bay.  It  is  equipped  with  all  modern 
improvements  and  accessories  and  Mr.  Francis  is  one 
of  the  chief  representatives  of  the  business  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  December  4,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Frank  and 
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Emily  (West)  Francis,  who  were  natives  of  Long- 
Island,  New  York.  When  their  son,  H.  H.  Francis, 
was  two  or  three  years  of  age  they  removed  to  Madi- 
son, New  Jersey,  where  their  remaining  days  were 
passed.  The  father  was  a bookbinder  throughout  his 
life,  connected  with  the  well  known  house  of  Harper 
& Appleton.  He  died  when  the  subject  of  this  review 
was  but  nine  years  of  age.  There  were  three  chil- 
dren of  that  marriage  while  six  were  born  of  the 
mother’s  second  marriage. 

Spending  his  youthful  days  in  Madison,  New  Jer- 
sey, Harry  Hoyt  Francis  there  pursued  his  education 
as  a public-school  student  and  afterward  learned  taxi- 
dermy at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  carrying  on  an  enter- 
prise catering  to  that  class  of  work  in  addition  to  a 
millinery  business  for  twelve  years.  Turning  his  at- 
tention to  horticultural  pursuits  he  became  the  owner 
of  a green  house  with  fifty  thousand  square  feet  under 
glass  at  Madison,  New  Jersey,  and  engaged  in  the 
growing  of  roses  and  other  plants,  extensively  handling 
cut  flowers.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  1899,  when 
he  came  to  Florida,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  has  twenty-five  acres  of  land  six  miles  east  of 
Clearwater  on  Tampa  Bay.  This  had  been  partially 
cleared  and  improved  but  was  deserted  at  the  time  of 
the  great  freeze  of  1895.  Its  present  splendid  condi- 
tion is  due  to  the  efforts,  enterprise,  sound  judgment 
and  capable  direction  of  Mr.  Francis.  The  place  is 
today  most  complete.  It  is  all  under  irrigation,  with 
six  thousand  feet  of  pipe  for  water  and  there  are  now 
five  hundred  trees  in  good  bearing,  including  oranges, 
tangerines  and  grapefruit.  There  is  also  a modern 
nine-room  house  with  all  conveniences  and  a well 
equipped  packing  house,  for  in  addition  to  handling 
the  product  of  his  own  grove,  he  packs  the  fruit  for 
J.  J.  Mendenhall  and  other  growers  and  will  pack 
altogether  about  twenty-six  thousand  boxes  in  the 
present  year.  He  is  an  energetic,  enterprising  business 
man,  who  has  thoroughly  studied  every  phase  of  citrus 
fruit  growing,  understands  the  demands  in  the  way  of 
soil,  climate  and  propagation  and  is  meeting  with  ex- 
cellent success  in  his  work.  He  is  a charter  member 
and  the  president  of  the  Bay  View  Citrus  Growers 
Association. 

On  the  12th  of  October,  1882,  Mr.  Francis  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Antoinette  Eloise  Green,  a 
native  of  West  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  William  F.  Green,  a prominent  commission  mer- 
chant of  New  York  city  and  a pioneer  commission 
man  of  this  section,  conducting  business  when  the 
Washington  market  was  a very  small  concern.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Francis  have  two  sons,  Harold  and  Spencer, 
aged  respectively  twenty-seven  and  seventeen  years. 

Mr.  Francis  is  interested  in  matters  of  public 
moment  and  while  living  in  Madison.  New  Jersey, 


served  for  fourteen  years  on  the  school  board  and  was 
a member  of  the  city  council  when  he  removed  from 
that  state  to  Florida.  His  political  allegiance  has  al- 
ways been  given  to  the  democratic  party.  In  this 
state  he  has  never  sought  office,  preferring  to  concen- 
trate his  energies  upon  his  growing  business  interests 
which  have  made  him  one  of  the  leading  representa- 
tives of  the  fruit  industry  on  the  west  coast  of  Florida. 


C.  T.  KING. 

The  organization  of  the  Bank  of  Crescent  City  is 
largely  due  to  the  initiative  of  C.  T.  King,  who  has 
since  that  time  ably  filled  the  important  position  of 
cashier  of  the  institution  and  has  been  largely  instru- 
mental in  extending  the  business  of  the  bank,  so  that 
its  resources  now  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  Born  in  Hawkinsville,  Georgia, 
in  1866,  C.  T.  King  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Cornelia 
(Love)  King,  natives  of  Georgia.  The  father  suc- 
cessfully followed  agricultural  pursuits  practically 
throughout  all  his  life  with  the  exception  of  a few 
years  in  his  early  manhood  in  which  he  followed  school 
teaching.  He  was  highly  respected  and  well  known 
in  his  locality  for  his  many  good  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind.  Fie  passed  away  on  his  farm  in  1882  but 
the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  enjoying  good  health  and  making  her  home  at 
Rochelle,  Georgia,  with  her  son,  J.  N.  King,  who  is  a 
prominent  banker  of  that  city,  serving  in  the  capacity 
of  president  of  the  Bank  of  Rochelle. 

C.  T.  King  was  reared  upon  the  parental  farm  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  is  third  in  a family  of  six  children,  four 
daughters  and  two  sons,  and  is  the  oldest  son.  One 
of  his  sisters  passed  away  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  about 
twenty  years.  Mr.  King  early  became  acquainted  with 
agricultural  methods  upon  the  home  place  and  fol- 
lowed farming  pursuits  until  he  decided  to  make  a 
change  of  vocation  and  entered  the  banking  business 
as  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Rochelle,  Georgia,  which 
position  he  held  for  five  years.  There  he  gained  wide 
and  valuable  experience  in  the  methods  of  banking 
and  became  acquainted  with  all  kind  and  manner  of 
financial  transactions,  making  him  an  authority  in  his 
profession.  Coming  to  Crescent  City,  Florida,  he  here 
established  the  first  bank  in  the  town,  the  Bank  of 
Crescent  City,  to  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  since 
given  his  undivided  attention.  Recognizing  that  a 
conservative  policy  is  the  greatest  safeguard  to  the 
depositors,  he  uses  the  utmost  care  in  the  investments 
of  the  institution,  yet  he  pursues  a progressive  policy 
in  extending  credits  and  his  labors  in  all  respects  have 


FLORIDA 


353 


not  only  been  beneficial  to  the  institution  with  which 
he  is  so  closely  connected  but  have  been  a forceful 
factor  in  general  development.  No  detail  does  he 
regard  too  unimportant  to  assure  it  of  his  close  atten- 
tion and  there  is  no  circumstance  affecting  the  busi- 
ness which  escapes  his  attention.  The  Bank  of 
Crescent  City  is  now  ranked  as  one  of  the  most  stable 
institutions  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  the  reputation 
it  enjoys  is  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  its  efficient 
cashier. 

In  1908  Mr.  King  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Augusta  Hamilton,  a native  of  Georgia  and  a daugh- 
ter of  J.  W.  Hamilton,  and  they  have  one  son,  Hamil- 
ton. Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  the  community  and  popular  in  its  social 
circles,  having  made  many  friends  who  delight  to  par- 
take of  their  hospitality. 

A man  of  progressive  tendencies  and  a business  man 
of  affairs,  Mr.  King  yet  finds  time  to  devote  to  public 
objects  and  takes  an  interest,  which  might  be  called 
personal,  in  the  growth  and  development  of  Crescent 
City  and  its  contributary  district.  No  measures  of 
improvement  are  undertaken  that  do  not  find  an 
ardent  champion  in  him  and  the  city  has  largely  bene- 
fited by  the  aggressive  and  progressive  policies  which 
he  advocates.  He  has  done  valuable  work  as  chair- 
man of  the  city  council  for  the  past  two  years  and  the 
policies  which  he  has  inaugurated  in  that  important 
position  will  have  a far-reaching  effect  upon  the  future 
of  Crescent  City.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masons,  having  attained  the  rank  of  Knight  Templar 
in  that  organization.  He  is  also  a Shriner  and  a 
Knight  of  Pythias.  A man  well  informed  upon  local 
conditions,  his  advice  is  frequently  sought  upon  ques- 
tions of  investment  and  there  is  nobody  in  Crescent 
City  who  could  give  more  reliable  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  opportunities  for  capital.  It  has  been  the 
privilege  of  Mr.  King  to  direct  his  efforts  in  this  line 
in  such  a manner  as  to  attract  new  business  to  this 
district,  and  while  he  has  attained  to  an  enviable  posi- 
tion personally,  he  must  be  numbered  as  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  general  growth  and  upbuilding  of 
his  part  of  the  state. 


EVEREST  G.  SEWELL. 

Everest  G.  Sewell,  identified  with  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  Miami  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  John  Sewell 
& Brother,  dealers  in  clothing  and  men’s  furnishings, 
and  president  of  the  Sewell-Harley  Realty  Company 
is  also  prominent  as  president  of  the  Miami  Mer- 
chants Association.  He  was  born  in  Hartwell, 


Georgia,  September  17,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  J. 
W.  Sewell,  of  whom  extended  mention  is  made  else- 
where in  this  work. 

Everest  G.  Sewell  came  to  Florida  with  his  parents 
in  1886  and  for  ten  years  thereafter  resided  in  Kissim- 
mee, acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  community.  In  1896  he  came  to  Miami  and 
here,  in  company  with  his  brother  John,  opened  the 
first  men’s  furnishings  store  in  the  city.  Their  estab- 
lishment was  the  second  of  any  kind  to  be  opened 
here,  the  first  being  the  hardware  store  belonging  to 
Frank  T.  Budge,  which  opened  its  doors  to  the  pub- 
lic three  days  before  the  Sewell  store  was  ready  for 
business.  The  firm  of  John  Sewell  & Brother  has 
steadily  prospered  through  the  years  and  today  con- 
ducts the  largest  clothing  and  men’s  furnishings  en- 
terprise in  Miami.  Every  department  is  carefully 
managed  and  profitable,  the  stock  of  shoes  being  es- 
pecially full  and  complete  and  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  state  of  Florida.  In  addition  to  this  business  con- 
nection Everest  G.  Sewell  is  also  president  of  the 
Sewell-Harley  Realty  Company  and  as  such  active  in 
the  real  estate  field  in  Miami.  He  is  president  of  the 
Miami  Merchants  Association  and  by  virtue  of  his 
success,  his  wealth,  his  high  standards  and  force  of 
his  personality  is  recognized  as  a vital  force  in  the 
business  development  of  the  city. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1906,  Mr.  Sewell  married 
Miss  Adele  M.  Wait,  of  Greenville,  Illinois,  and  they 
have  many  friends  in  social  circles  of  this  city.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Sewell  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
he  is  identified  also  with  the  Tarpon  and  Miami 
Clubs.  No  man  is  better  known  in  the  general  public 
life  of  Miami  than  he,  for  he  has  witnessed  the  growth 
of  the  city  since  its  foundation  and  has  from  pioneer 
times  borne  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  expansion 
and  upbuilding.  No  project  or  movement  instituted 
for  the  general  good  lacks  his  support  and  hearty 
cooperation  and  his  name  is  here  a synonym  for  loy- 
alty and  good  citizenship  and  for  progressive  and  ef- 
fective public  service.  The  celebration  held  in  Miami 
in  July,  1911,  for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  the 
fifteenth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  city  was 
the  conception  of  Mr.  Sewell  and  the  credit  for  its 
splendid  success  was  due  more  to  him  than  to  any 
other  individual.  As  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
arrangements  he  spared  neither  time  nor  personal 
labor  to  make  the  affair  a notable  event  in  the  history 
of  the  Magic  city.  Upon  the  principal  day  of  the 
celebration  the  governor  of  Florida,  accompanied  by 
his  staff  and  by  other  men  high  in  the  councils  of 
the  state  government,  together  with  thousands  of  peo- 
ple from  the  neighboring  cities  and  towns,  came  to 
Miami,  their  numbers  being  still  further  augmented 
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by  a general  outpouring  of  the  rural  population  from 
the  surrounding  districts.  A grand  parade,  two  miles 
in  length,  was  held  and  there  were  also  various  other 
functions  and  ceremonies  befitting  the  occasion.  Mr. 
Sewell  as  the  prime  mover  in  this  important  event 
worked  incessantly  for  several  weeks  on  the  pre- 
liminary details  and  is  almost  entirely  responsible  for 
its  brilliant  success,  the  occasion  providing  an  event 
in  his  career  to  which  he  can  point  with  pride.  In- 
deed, this  may  be  said  of  his  entire  life,  which  has 
been  actuated  always  by  laudable  ambition  and  char- 
acterized by  unfaltering  industry,  combined  with  a 
high  standard  of  business  ethics. 


WILLIAM  SYLVESTER  POUNDS. 

William  Sylvester  Pounds,  proprietor  of  an  orange 
box  factory,  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  enter- 
prising young  business  men  of  Orlando.  He  was  born 
in  Stone  Mountain,  Georgia,  in  1879  and  when  he  was 
six  years  of  age  came  to  Florida,  settling  in  West 
Orange.  Fie  acquired  his  education  at  Hiram  College 
in  Hiram,  Ohio,  and  in  the  John  B.  Stetson  University 
at  De  Land,  graduating  from  the  latter  institu- 
tion in  1899.  After  laying  aside  his  books  he  returned 
to  West  Orange  and  became  engaged  in  lumber  manu- 
facturing. operating  a sawmill  in  that  city  until  1908, 
when  he  came  to  Orlando  and  formed  a partnership 
with  Frank  Hyres.  Together  they  built  a planing 
mill  which  they  conducted  under  the  name  of  Hyres 
& Pounds  until  1910,  when  Mr.  Pounds  sold  out  his 
interests,  later  purchasing  the  entire  plant.  Fie  carried 
on  the  business  alone  for  some  time  and  his  concern 
grew  so  rapidly  that  at  times  the  volume  of  busi- 
ness exceeded  the  capacity  of  the  plant  and  valuable 
orders  had  to  be  refused.  Mr.  Pounds’  brother,  J.  D. 
Pounds,  later  joined  him  in  the  operation  of  the  fac- 
tory, the  business  being  conducted  under  the  name  of 
Pounds  Brothers’  Sawmill  and  Novelty  Works.  These 
enterprising  young  men  erected  a new  sawmill  adjoin- 
ing the  Seaboard  Railroad  tracks,  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  city.  It  has  a capacity  of  from  four  to 
six  thousand  feet  of  lumber  a day  and  frees  them 
entirely  from  any  dependence  upon  outside  resources 
for  their  supplies  of  rough  lumber  stock.  They  did  a 
general  planing-mill  business  and  had  a ten-ton,  six- 
roll  planer,  a bandsaw,  two  window-frame  makers,  a 
joiner,  turning-lathe,  self-feed  rip-saw,  a swinging 
cutoff  saw,  a shaper  and  a modern  dry  kiln,  with  a 
large  capacity  for  drying  and  seasoning  all  lumber 
scientifically.  A seventy  horse-power  boiler  was  used 
to  run  the  plant  and  occupied  a separate  engine  house 
near  the  main  building.  Practically  every  kind  of 


interior  house  finishing  material  except  doors  was 
turned  out  at  these  works,  the  machinery  being  de- 
signed to  handle  wood  of  almost  any  texture,  either 
hard  or  soft,  but  pine  and  cypress  are  naturally  used 
most  extensively  by  local  builders.  A specialty  was 
made  of  mouldings,  of  which  they  had  as  fine  a stock 
as  could  be  found  in  the  state.  A large  jobbing  busi- 
ness was  done  in  cypress  shingles  and  the  new  saw- 
mill was  equipped  to  turn  out  laths  in  quantity.  Many 
of  the  handsomest  structures,  both  public  and  private, 
that  have  been  erected  in  this  part  of  Orange  county 
in  recent  years  have  had  their  interior  fittings  supplied 
by  Pounds  Brothers.  A few  of  those  especially  worthy 
of  mention  are  the  new  residence  of  James  L.  Giles 
of  Lake  Lucerne,  the  addition  to  the  Episcopal  Church 
Home  and  Hospital  of  Orlando,  the  new  three-story 
building  recently  added  to  the  Cathedral  school,  the 
handsome  residence  of  Mr.  Fairchild,  J.  B.  Magruder’s 
new  theater  and  the  ten  thousand  dollar  residence  of 
L.  V.  Straley,  on  Orange  avenue.  In  1913  Mr.  Pounds 
changed  his  sawmill  into  an  orange  box  factory  and 
now  specializes  in  the  manufacture  of  orange  crates. 
He  is  an  able,  resourceful  and  far-sighted  business 
man  who  thoroughly  understands  his  business  in  prin- 
ciple and  detail,  and  the  success  which  has  come  to 
him  has  rewarded  years  of  well  directed  and  honorable 
labor. 

In  1902  Mr.  Pounds  married  Miss  Emma  Bennin,  of 
West  Orange,  New  Jersey,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, William  B.,  Clyde  P.  and  Lillian  E.  Mr.  Pounds 
is  a member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  fraternally 
is  indentified  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 
In  business  life  he  is  well  known,  for  his  alert  and 
enterprising  spirit  and  his  salient  qualities  and  char- 
acteristics are  such  as  win  an  honorable  success. 


EBER  WILCOX  BOND. 

No  history  of  the  early  settlement  or  of  the  later 
business  and  political  development  of  Volusia  county 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of  Eber  Wilcox 
Bond,  who  settled  in  this  section  in  1881  and  since 
that  time  has  given  generously  of  his  time,  labor  and 
means  in  support  of  projects  for  the  general  upbuild- 
ing and  advancement.  Through  the  years  of  an  active 
business  career  he  has  worked  diligently  and  intelli- 
gently in  the  initiation  and  promotion  of  important 
corporate  and  business  interests,  has  been  a founder, 
a builder  and  a developer,  his  work  being  among  the 
greatest  of  the  forces  in  the  growth  of  De  Land  and 
Lake  Helen.  He  is  today  president  of  the  E.  W. 
Bond  Lumber  Company  in  Lake  Helen  and  connected 
through  investment  or  official  service  with  practically 
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every  important  commercial,  financial  or  industrial 
concern  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Bond  was  born  in  Kirtland,  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
December  9,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Ira  and  Charlotte 
(Sibley)  Bond,  the  former  a native  of  New  Jersey 
and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  in  1834  came  to  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  His 
wife  has  also  passed  away. 

Eber  Wilcox  Bond  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  later  attending  Kirtland  xYrademy.  Upon  lay- 
ing aside  his  books  he  learned  the  cooper’s  trade  and 
followed  this  occupation  for  one  year.  In  1854  he 
went  to  California,  where  he  engaged  in  gold  mining 
for  two  or  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
however,  he  returned  to  his  native  state  and  settled 
in  Willoughby,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing. He  organized  and  was  president  of  the  Wil- 
loughby Wagon  Manufacturing  Company  and  later 
on  founded  the  Bank  of  Willoughby,  a private  insti- 
tution. Both  of  these  institutions  grew  rapidly,  be- 
coming elements  in  the  general  financial  advancement 
of  the  section.  In  the  early  ’70s  Mr.  Bond  became 
interested  in  the  lumber  industry  in  Michigan,  build- 
ing railroads  and  sawmills  at  Fife  Lake  in  that  state, 
erecting  them  before  the  Grand  Rapids  & Indiana 
Railway  was  constructed  in  the  state.  He  founded 
the  town  of  Bond  in  Michigan.  In  the  early  ’80s  he 
returned  to  Willoughby,  Ohio,  having  disposed  of  his 
lumber  interests  in  Michigan,  at  which  time  he  erected 
a number  of  business  buildings,  etc.,  in  that  city,  served 
as  mayor  of  Willoughby  and,  in  fact,  effected  through 
his  well  directed  labors  every  legitimate  phase  of  busi- 
ness and  public  activity.  In  May,  1881,  Mr.  Bond 
came  to  Florida,  settling  first  in  De  Land,  where  he 
continued  his  constructive  work  along  various  lines. 
He  established  the  Bond  Lumber  Company  at  Bonds 
Mill,  Florida,  which  company  is  still  in  existence,  al- 
though Mr.  Bond  has  discontinued  his  active  interest 
In  this  particular  corporation.  He  built  the  first  rail- 
road connecting  De  Land  with  the  St.  Johns  river  in 
1883.  In  1904,  while  still  a resident  of  De  Land,  he 
became  interested  in  property  upon  the  present  town- 
site  of  Lake  Helen,  building  a veneer  factory  and  saw- 
mill in  that  town ; organizing  the  E.  W.  Bond  Lumber 
Company  and  assisting  in  the  organization  of  the  Bond 
Sandstone  Brick  Company,  Mr.  Bond  being  at  present 
the  president  and  vice  president  of  these  two  respective 
companies.  Since  pioneer  times  he  has  been  foremost 
in  the  promotion  of  progressive  public  projects  and  his 
work  has  been  of  an  important  and  constructive  char- 
acter, touching  and  effecting  practically  every  phase 
•of  activity  in  this  section  of  the  state. 


Mr.  Bond  married,  June  1,  1856,  in  Kirtland,  Ohio, 
Miss  Sophia  M.  Malby,  of  Stansed  Plains,  lower 
Canada,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  sons: 
Maynard  Murray,  manager  of  the  lumber  mills  in 
Lake  Helen ; Robert  Malby,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Bond  Sandstone  Brick  Company;  and  Franklin 
Eber,  who  passed  away  in  September,  1907. 

Mr.  Bond  has  always  been  prominent  in  democratic 
politics  and  is  one  of  those  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  who  work  for  the  party’s  advance- 
ment rather  than  for  individual  success.  He  has 
served  as  delegate  to  two  democratic  national  conven- 
tions, one  held  at  Kansas  City  and  the  other  at  Den- 
ver, Colorado,  and  in  Lake  Helen  has  held  many 
important  and  responsible  public  offices.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  city  council  and  helped  to  pass  the 
ordinances,  securing  for  the  city,  water,  electric  light 
and  ice  plants,  and  the  community  has  thus  had  the 
benefit  of  his  sound  judgment  and  broad  experience 
in  the  conduct  of  its  municipal  business.  Mr.  Bond 
has  ever  displayed  an  aptitude  for  successful  manage- 
ment of  affairs  of  magnitude  and  possesses  marked 
ability  in  coordinating  affairs  and  combining  elements 
into  a harmonious  whole.  Moreover,  his  business 
activities  have  ever  balanced  up  with  the  principles  of 
truth  and  honor,  his  methods  have  been  of  a construc- 
tive character  and  in  his  business  affairs  he  has  never 
sacrificed  the  rights  and  privileges  of  others.  He  has 
built  along  legitimate  lines  and  the  various  extensive 
enterprises  he  has  fostered  and  promoted  have  consti- 
tuted elements  of  worth  in  the  communities  where 
they  are  located. 


M.  A.  MINTON. 

M.  A.  Minton  is  well  known  in  Hastings  and  vicin- 
ity as  the  owner  of  Maplehurst  Farm,  a highly  valu- 
able property  located  one  mile  south  of  that  city.  He 
is  a native  of  Florida,  having  been  born  in  Putnam 
county,  August  7,  1878,  a son  of  Henry  and  Matilda 
(Varnes)  Minton,  the  former  a native  of  Georgia 
and  the  latter  of  Florida.  The  parents  still  reside  in 
Putnam  county,  where  they  are  highly  respected  and 
honored  by  all  who  know  them. 

M.  A.  Minton,  who  is  the  second  youngest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  came  to  the  Hastings  district  in  1899.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  he  helped  his  father  with  his  work 
and  acquired  an  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Putnam  county,  preparing  himself  for  an  agricultural 
career.  After  coming  to  the  Hastings  district  he 
here  rented  land  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Sherman,  and  subsequently  bought  and  improved 
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property,  which  they  again  disposed  of.  He  then,  in 
1906,  purchased  his  present  farm  of  thirty-five  acres, 
known  as  Maplehurst.  Since  taking  charge  of  the 
property  he  has  made  a number  of  valuable  improve- 
ments and  has  placed  such  equipment  upon  the  farm 
as  is  considered  necessary  and  desirable  by  an  up-to- 
date  and  modern  farmer.  He  raises  annually  thirty- 
five  acres  of  potatoes  and  after  this  crop  is  gathered 
follows  it  with  corn  and  other  suitable  crops  for  the 
balance  of  the  year.  Outside  of  the  thirty-five  acres 
which  constitute  his  home  farm  he  also  owns  a valu- 
able ten-acre  tract. 

In  July,  1904,  Mr.  Minton  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Ada  McCullough,  who  was  born  near  Hastings  in 
1878  and  is  a daughter  of  Perry  and  Caroline  Mc- 
Cullough, natives  of  Georgia.  The  father  has  passed 
away  but  the  mother  makes  her  home  on  the  old 
farm  which  borders  the  boulevard.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Minton  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Agnes,  born 
August  28,  1908. 

Mr.  Minton  gives  his  ready  support  to  all  measures 
undertaken  in  the  interests  of  development  and  growth. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  higher  things  of  life 
and  in  connection  with  the  Baptist  church,  of  which 
he  is  a member,  serves  as  deacon  and  secretary-treas- 
urer of  the  organization.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
highly  esteemed  wherever  known  and  enjoy  the 
friendship  of  many.  In  the  short  time  of  a few  years 
Mr.  Minton  has  become  one  of  the  substantial  men 
in  the  district,  which  has  profited  by  his  labors  along 
agricultural  lines  in  the  same  degree  as  he  has  attained 
his  own  prosperity. 


SHERMAN  A.  MINTON. 

Sherman  A.  Minton,  a brother  of  the  foregoing,  is 
a native  of  Putnam  county,  Florida,  where  he  was 
born  April  18,  1881,  residing  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  came  to  Hastings  in  1899,  arriving  in  this 
section  in  company  with  his  brother,  M.  A.,  with  whom 
he  rented  and  operated  a farm  for  some  time,  along 
which  lines  they  attained  such  good  financial  results 
that  they,  were  enabled  to  buy  a property  which  they 
subsequently  improved  and  operated  but  later  disposed 
of.  Sherman  A.  Minton  at  that  time  acquired  a farm 
of  forty  acres,  which  is  now  known  at  Magnolia  Farm 
and  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  dis- 
trict. He  possessed  himself  of  this  property  six  years 
ago  and  since  that  time  has  instituted  a number  of 
improvements  and  such  equipment  as  is  considered 
indispensable  to  up-to-date  farming.  The  property 
is  located  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  Hastings  on 
the  Diagonal  road  and  here  he  follows  intensive  farm- 


ing, employing  most  progressive  and  scientific  methods 
in  attaining  the  best  results.  About  thirty-three  acres 
of  the  land  are  devoted  to  Irish  potatoes,  which  are 
followed  in  rotation  by  other  crops.  Seven  acres  of 
the  property  are  planted  to  oranges  and  the  output 
he  receives  therefrom  he  sells  locally. 

On  November  30,  1906,  Mr.  Minton  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mattie  M.  McCullough,  who  was 
born  July  3,  1877,  near  Hastings,  Florida,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Perry  and  Caroline  McCullough,  natives 
of  Georgia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minton  had  two  children : 
Cloretta  and  Thelma,  both  of  whom  passed  away  in 
infancy. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minton  are  highly  esteemed  in 
Hastings,  where  they  are  well  and  favorably  known, 
and  both  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  Mr. 
Minton  being  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
and  also  serving  in  the  capacity  of  president  of  the 
Baptist  Young  People’s  Union.  He  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  all  work  pertaining  to  his  church  and  not  only 
gives  it  his  material  support  but  with  helpful  spirit 
aids  in  its  many  efforts*  to  improve  and  uplift  human- 
ity. Although  a young  man  of  but  thirty-two  years, 
Mr.  Minton  has  attained  a commendable  degree  of 
prosperity  and  while  he  has  won  success  individually, 
has  been  a constructive  factor  in  the  development  of 
this  section,  which  can  have  no  men  more  valuable 
than  the  type  and  class  represented  by  Mr.  Minton. 


JAMES  G.  TRUITT. 

James  G.  Truitt,  one  of  the  most  prominent  grow- 
ers of  citrus  fruits  in  Dade  county  and  the  proprietor 
of  an  extensive  fruit  brokerage  business  in  Miami, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Virginia,  December 
17,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  Thompson  W.  Truitt,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  who  was  reared  in  Vir- 
ginia. Fie  was  a brick  mason  and  contractor  by  oc- 
cupation and  followed  those  trades  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Texas.  He  was  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  having  served  in  that  conflict  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Confederate  army.  His  wife  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Mary  M.  Pickle,  and  was  born  and 
reared  in  Russell  county,  Virginia.  She  died  in  i860. 
Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  W. 
Truitt  two  survive:  James  G.,  of  this  review;  and 
John  F.,  a railroad  conductor  who  lives  in  Palestine, 
Texas. 

James  G.  Truitt  was  reared  in  Virginia  and  acquired 
his  education  in  that  state.  In  early  life  he  worked 
as  a mechanic  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  became  clerk 
in  a store  at  Greendale,  Virginia,  holding  this  position 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  turned  his 
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attention  to  mercantile  pursuits,  conducting  stores  in 
Greendale,  Virginia,  and  in  Melrose  and  Buena  Vista, 
Florida,  for  fifteen  years.  He  made  his  first  settle- 
ment in  this  state  in  1886,  spending  five  years  in  Mel- 
rose and  then  in  1891  came  to  Dade  county,  where  he 
established  the  first  store  in  Buena  Vista  and  the 
postoffice  at  that  point,  serving  for  three  years  as 
postmaster.  Since  1906  Mr.  Truitt  has  resided  upon 
his  grove,  twelve  miles  north  of  Miami.  This  is  one 
of  the  finest  places  of  its  kind  in  Dade  county,  the 
entire  property  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  nine 
acres.  Twenty  acres  were  planted  in  citrus  fruits 
under  Mr.  Truitt’s  personal  direction  and  fifteen  acres 
are  now  bearing,  the  crop  in  1912  amounting"  to 
twenty-eight  hundred  boxes  of  grapefruit  and  oranges. 
In  addition  Mr.  Truitt  owns  an  eighty  acre  tract  ad- 
joining his  grove.  For  several  years  past  he  has  in 
connection  with  his  fruit  growing  conducted  a broker- 
age business  in  Florida  fruits  and  vegetables  in  Miami 
and  has  secured  a large  patronage  along  this  line,  for 
his  business  methods  are  always  upright  and  honor- 
able and  his  business  integrity  stands  as  an  unques- 
tioned fact  in  his  career. 

Mr.  Truitt  married  in  1880  and  has  one  son,  James 
G.,  Jr.,  aged  nineteen,  now  serving  in  the  United 
States  navy  on  the  battleship  Delaware.  Mr.  Truitt 
is  an  enthusiastic  hunter  and  hardly  a year  has  passed 
since  he  took  up  his  residence  in  this  state  that  he  has 
not  spent  at  least  one  month  hunting  bear,  deer,  wild 
turkeys  and  ducks  and  other  Florida  game  in  the  Ever- 
glade country.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men  and  is  a charter  member 
of  the  Miami  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  democrat  and  has  always  taken 
an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs.  In  November, 
1912,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  and  is  now  acting,  his  public  service 
being  distinguished  by  the  same  qualities  of  energy, 
determination  and  enterprise  upon  which  his  business 
success  is  founded. 


FLEMING  GOOCH  RAILEY,  Jr. 

Ip  enumerating  the  elements  which  during  the  past 
few  years  have  had  the  most  powerful  influence  upon 
the  general  business  development  of  Miami  mention 
should  be  made  of  the  activities  of  Fleming  Gooch 
Railey,  Jr.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Railey- 
Milam  Hardware  Company  and  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive, efficient  and  resourceful  young  business  men 
of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Augusta  county,  Virginia, 
May  31,  1884,  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Fleming  Gooch 


Railey,  D.  D.,  a Presbyterian  clergyman,  who  is  still 
active  in  the  ministry,  having  charge  of  an  important 
pastorate  at  Selma,  Alabama.  The  father  served 
churches  in  his  ministerial  capacity  at  Bloomfield  and 
Glasgow,  Kentucky,  and  afterward  came  to  Florida, 
where  he  resided  in  Kissimmee  and  Bartow  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a 
private  in  a Virginia  regiment  and  was  captain  of  a 
company  belonging  to  the  Third  Kentucky  Regiment 
during  the  war  with  Spain.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Sallie  Goodloe  Barclay,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Lexington,  Virginia.  Both  the  Railey 
and  Barclay  families  were  among  the  oldest  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  former  having  been  established  in  Charlottes- 
ville, that  state,  by  John  Railey,  of  Scotch  and  English 
descent,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1620.  Both  lines 
were  represented  in  the  colonial  army  during  the  Civil 
war. 

When  Fleming  Gooch  Railey  was  three  years  of  age 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Bloomfield,  Nelson 
county,  Kentucky,  and  five  years  later  to  Glasgow, 
Barren  county,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  Fie  acquired  his  education  in  private  and 
public  schools  in  Kentucky  and  spent  three  years  in  a 
coeducational  college  at  Glasgow.  In  1900  he  came 
with  his  father  and  mother  to  Kissimmee,  where  he 
became  a clerk  in  a store,  retaining  that  position  until 
the  1st  of  December  in  the  same  year,  when  he  went 
to  Palm  Beach  and  entered  the  employ  of  John  Sewell 
& Brother,  who  controlled  mercantile  establishments  in 
that  city  and  in  Miami.  In  February,  1901,  he  was 
transferred  to  their  Miami  store,  but  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  returned  to  Palm  Beach.  In  the  following 
July  he  resigned  from  the  employ  of  John  Sewell  & 
Brother  and,  returning  to  Miami,  secured  a position 
in  the  large  wholesale  and  retail  hardware  establish- 
ment conducted  by  Frank  T.  Budge,  with  whom  he 
remained  as  head  clerk  for  eight  years.  In  1910  he 
became  the  prime  mover  in  the  organization  of  the 
Railey-Milam  Hardware  Company,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager, 
his  able,  far-sighted  and  intelligent  work  being  one  of 
the  greatest  factors  in  the  growth  of  the  business. 
The  other  officers  are:  M.  A.  Milam,  president;  and 
Gaston  Drake,  vice  president.  The  Railey-Milam 
Hardware  Company,  although  recently  established,  is 
today  one  of  the  largest  business  concerns  in  Miami 
and  controls  an  extensive,  important  and  growing 
trade.  It  occupies  a fine  reinforced  concrete  building 
on  Twelfth  street,  one  hundred  by  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  in  size  and  two  stories  in  height.  As  secre- 
tary-treasurer and  general  manager  of  this  concern 
Mr.  Railey  has  given  a great  deal  of  his  time  to  its 
affairs  and  has  proven  himself  an  able  business  execu- 
tive and  a man  of  sound  judgment  and  discrimination. 
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On  the  1 8th  of  September,  1907,  Mr.  Railey  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alpha  Sallee  Wigginton,  a 
daughter  of  Silas  T.  Wigginton,  of  Miami,  and  a twin 
sister  of  Mrs.  M.  A.  Milam,  wife  of  Mr.  Railey’s  busi- 
ness partner.  Mr.  Railey  is  a member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Miami  and  holds  membership 
in  the  Masonic  order,  being  affiliated  with  Biscayne 
Bay  Lodge,  No.  124,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  belongs  to  the 
Merchants  Association  and  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade 
and  is  active  in  advancing  the  general  interests  of  the 
city.  To  his  numerous  friends  in  Miami  he  is  famil- 
iarly known  as  “Pat"  Railey  and  he  has  made  the  name 
a synonym  for  progressiveness  in  business  and  loyalty 
in  citizenship. 


ERIC  F.  HOLMES. 

Eric  F.  Holmes,  prominently  and  influentially  con- 
nected with  business  interests  of  Miami  as  an  extensive 
wholesale  fish  dealer,  was  born  in  Sweden,  August  8, 
1875.  When  he  was  very  young  his  father  died  and 
Eric  Holmes  remained  with  his  mother  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  thirteen,  when  he  went  to  sea  and 
spent  seven  years  in  deep  water  sailing,  journeying 
during  that  time  over  practically  all  the  Atlantic  ocean 
and  adjacent  waters.  In  1895  he  gave  up  his  seafar- 
ing career  and  turned  his  attention  to  snapper  fishing 
in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  later  coming  to  the  east  coast 
of  Florida,  where  he  engaged  in  fishing  for  mackerel. 
In  1905  he  came  to  Miami  and  embarked  in  the  whole- 
sale fish  business,  with  which  he  has  since  been  identi- 
fied, being  today  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  fish 
dealers  in  Florida  and  the  largest  dealer  in  Spanish 
mackerel  in  the  state.  Since  1900  his  business  has 
been  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Peninsular 
Fish  Company. 

On  the  29th  of  March.  1906,  Mr.  Holmes  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Jandon,  a member  of  a 
prominent  French  Huguenot  family  who  settled  in 
America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  have  three  daughters  : 
Florentine,  aged  six;  Frances,  aged  four;  and  Irene, 
two.  Mr.  Holmes  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Miami,  well  known  on  the  board  of  trade,  of  which  he 
is  a member,  and  active  in  fraternal  circles,  holding 
membership  in  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Miami,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party  and  is  in  thorough  accord  with  its  progressive 
branch,  having  enthusiastically  supported  the  candi- 
dacy of  Woodrow  Wilson  in  1912.  In  the  spring 
of  1911  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Miami  city 
council  and  is  serving  ably  and  efficiently  as  chairman 
of  the  fire  commission,  his  public  service  being  marked 


by  the  same  energetic,  enterprising  and  progressive 
work  which  distinguishes  and  makes  successful  his 
business  career. 


JAMES  HENRY  CURTIS. 

James  Henry  Curtis,  controlling  extensive  and  im- 
portant real-estate  interests  in  Key  West  as  proprietor 
of  the  Curtis  Real-Estate  Agency,  was  born  in  the  city 
where  he  now  lesides  September  23,  1873.  He  is  a 
son  of  James  C.  Curtis,  who  was  born  in  Bucking- 
hamshire, England,  and  who  in  early  manhood  located 
in  Key  West,  where  he  followed  the  cabinet-maker’s 
trade,  his  ability  and  expert  workmanship  gaining  for 
him  a great  deal  of  responsible  work  along  this  line. 
He  was  the  master  mechanic  who  fitted  out  and  fin- 
ished the  clipper  ship  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  doing  all  of 
the  cabinet  work  in  her  cabin,  and  he  later  helped  in 
the  erection  of  Fort  Taylor.  He  married  in  Key  West 
Miss  Mary  Ellen  Curry,  a sister  of  the  late  William 
Curry,  one  of  the  most  prominent  merchants  of  this 
city. 

James  Henry  Curtis  was  reared  in  Key  West  and 
acquired  his  education  in  public  and  private  schools. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  learned  the  cigar-maker’s 
trade  and  for  two  years  gave  his  attention  to  his  work, 
first  as  an  apprentice  and  later  as  a skilled  workman. 
Turning  his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits,  he  secured 
a position  as  clerk  in  the  store  conducted  by  William 
Curry’s  Sons,  resigning  this  later  in  order  to  become 
assistant  purser  on  the  steamship  Miami.  He  was 
afterward  for  one  year  clerk  in  the  local  offices  of 
the  Southern  Express  Company  but  he  gave  up  this 
connection  in  order  to  serve  as  tax  assessor  of  Monroe 
county,  an  office  to  which  he  was  reelected  at  the  end 
of  his  first  term,  serving  for  four  years  in  a capable 
and  conscientious  way.  During  the  time  he  held  office 
he  was  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  having 
in  1904  established  the  Curtis  Real-Estate  Agency, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  the  head.  Since  1908,  when 
his  term  as  tax  assessor  expired,  he  has  devoted  all 
of  his  attention  to  his  realty  agency,  so  capably  con- 
trolling its  affairs  and  promoting  its  growth  that  it  is 
today  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  this  kind  in 
the  city.  He  handles  a great  deal  of  valuable  property 
and  is  known  as  an  excellent  judge  of  land  values,  his 
clients  having  a high  regard  for  his  sound  judgment, 
his  reliability  and  his  business  discrimination. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1908,  Mr.  Curtis  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Maude  Wilson,  a native  of  On- 
tario, Canada,  who  had,  however,  resided  in  Key  West 
for  many  years  previous  to  her  marriage.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Curtis  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  hold- 
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ing  membership  in  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery. 
He  is  a democrat  in  his  political  beliefs  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Key  West  Board  of  Trade,  being  at  all 
times  interested  in  the  general  business  growth  of  his 
native  city.  He  is  one  of  the  most  able,  progressive 
and  prominent  business  men  of  Key  West  and  in  the 
community  where  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  enjoys 
the  respect,  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who 
know  him. 


MELLEN  CLARK  GREELEY. 

Mellen  Clark  Greeley  is  one  of  the  younger  archi- 
tects of  Jacksonville,  whose  ability  and  success  is  at- 
tested in  the  high  position  to  which  he  has  attained 
and  in  the  class  of  buildings  which  he  has  erected.  He 
has  gained  a liberal  patronage  here  and  many  of  the 
city’s  substantial  structures  stand  as  monuments  to 
bis  skill  and  enterprise.  He  was  born  in  Jacksonville, 
February  14,  1880,  a son  of  Jonathan  C.  and  Leonora 
(Keep)  Greeley,  the  former  a native  of  Maine  and 
the  latter  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Dr.  Keep,  the 
maternal  grandfather,  was  a Baptist  minister,  and  with 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  various  localities  Leonora 
(Keep)  Greeley  pursued  her  education  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  Live  Oak,  Florida,  and  Jacksonville. 

Mellen  C.  Greeley  was  a pupil  in  the  public  schools 
of  Jacksonville  and  afterward  pursued  an  academic 
course  in  Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey.  He  then  put 
aside  his  text-books,  in  1898,  to  enlist  for  service  in 
the  Spanish- American  war,  joining  Company  I,  Third 
United  States  Volunteer  Engineers  under  Colonel 
David  DuBois  Gilliard.  He  served  for  ten  months  in 
this  country  and  in  Cuba  with  the  army  of  occupation, 
his  battalion  taking  over  the  flag  of  the  Fort  San  Sav- 
arino  on  New  Year’s  day  of  1899,  there  being  present 
about  four  hundred  American  soldiers  and  approxi- 
mately thirty  thousand  Spanish  troops  which  had  been 
brought  there  to  be  transported  to  Spam.  Mr.  Greeley 
says  it  was  a most  touching  sight  to  see  the  old  gray- 
haired men  giving  up  their  flag  under  which  they  had 
fought  and  suffered.  Yet  history  has  proven  that  this 
was  a step  toward  that  liberty  and  civilization  for  which 
all  peoples  are  striving. 

Mr.  Greeley  made  his  initial  step  in  the  path  of  his 
chosen  profession  when  in  1901  he  associated  himself 
with  J.  H.  W.  Flawkins,  an  architect  of  this  city,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  1908,  when  he  went  to  New 
York.  He  was  then  with  Flenry  C.  Pelton,  one  of 
the  leading  architects  of  the  metropolis,  and  gained 
valuable  knowledge  and  experience  in  that  connec- 
tion, in  which  he  remained  until  1909,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Jacksonville.  He  has  since  practiced  his 
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profession  independently  and  has  secured  a gratifying 
clientage.  His  first  important  commission  was  the 
Florida  Country  Club.  Many  of  the  more  beautiful 
homes  of  the  city  have  been  planned  and  erected  by 
him.  He  was  the  designer  of  the  residences  of  J.  H. 
Crosby,  F.  W.  Haward,  James  Bacon,  C.  S.  Adams, 
Isaac  Brereton,  William  Moore  Angus,  Dr.  Raymond 
C.  Turck,  Dr.  C.  E.  Terry,  Dr.  G.  R.  Holden  and  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Harkisheimer.  He  has  also  designed  several  of 
the  important  commercial  buildings  of  the  city,  in- 
cluding the  ten-story  storage  warehouse  for  Delcher 
Brothers,  a three-story  apartment  house  for  FI.  and 
W.  B.  Drew  and  two  for  the  Ames  Realty  Company. 
He  was  associated  with  Edward  F.  Stevens,  of  Bos- 
ton, in  the  erection  of  St.  Luke’s  Flospital — a group  of 
nine  buildings.  He  thoroughly  understands  the  great 
scientific  principles  underlying  his  work  as  well  as 
all  of  the  practical  phases  of  the  profession,  and  his 
patronage  is  a constantly  increasing  one. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1905,  Mr.  Greeley  was  married 
to  Miss  Alice  Driggs  Seeley,  of  Jacksonville,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Barbara,  born  July  20,  1906;  and 
Phyllis,  born  April  15,  1912.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and  are  interested  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  progress  of  the  city  along  mate- 
rial, intellectual,  social  and  moral  lines.  Mr.  Greeley 
is  a member  of  the  Country  and  Commercial  Clubs, 
the  Spanish  American  War  Veterans,  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  is  a charter 
member  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Florida  Asso- 
ciation of  Architects.  He  holds  to  high  standards  of 
life,  both  in  his  profession  and  in  other  connections, 
and  has  ever  endeavored  to  lift  himself  to  the  level  of 
his  ideals. 


J.  W.  CAIN. 

Among  the  most  important  industrial  institutions  in 
Orlando  is  numbered  that  conducted  by  the  Cain- 
O’Berrv  Boiler  Company  and  among  the  men  most 
prominent  and  active  in  the  city’s  business  affairs  J.  W. 
Cain,  who  has  been  president  of  the  concern  since  its 
organization  in  1900.  The  record  of  his  career  is  the 
story  of  an  ambitious,  aggressive  and  far-sighted  man, 
who  worked  steadily,  earnestly  and  untiringly  along 
modern  lines,  rising  steadily  in  the  business  world 
and  finally  attaining  a degree  of  prosperity  which 
places  him  among  the  leading  forces  in  the  industrial 
development  of  Orlando.  He  was  born  in  Marietta, 
Cobb  county,  Georgia,  January  23,  1852,  and  is  a son 
of  Elisha  Cain,  an  attorney  at  law.  Previous  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  the  father  was  captain  of 
the  Hancock  Van  Guards,  of  Hancock  county. 
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Georgia.  Immediately  after  secession,  the  Hancock 
Van  Guards  were  disbanded  and  the  Sydney  Brown 
infantry  was  organized  and  drilled  by  Captain  Elisha 
Cain.  This  company  of  volunteers  was  called  to  serv- 
ice and  formed  a part  of  the  Fifth  Georgia  Regiment. 
Ill-health  caused  Captain  Cain’s  resignation,  just  when 
his  company  was  called.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  he 
organized  other  companies  and  drilled  them  for  serv- 
ice, and  solicited  contributions  and  volunteers  from 
farmers  for  the  aid  of  the  Confederate  government. 
In  1862  he  organized  the  Turner  Guards  and  went  into 
service  with  them.  He  was  promoted  colonel,  but  died 
soon  afterward. 

J.  W.  Cain  was  reared  in  Sparta,  Hancock  county, 
Georgia.  There  he  acquired  his  education  in  private 
schools  and  an  academy,  pursuing  his  studies  until 
1865,  when,  both  of  his  parents  being  dead,  he  went  to 
make  his  home  with  relatives  in  Jefferson  county, 
Georgia.  Soon  after  this  he  began  his  business  educa- 
tion, going  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  where  for  three  years 
he  was  employed  in  the  Lombard  Iron  Works,  thus 
gaining  his  first  experience  in  the  line  of  business,  in 
which  he  is  so  conspicuously  successful  today.  He  was, 
however,  desirous  of  completing  his  education  and 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  entered  Mercer  University  in 
Penfield,  Georgia,  going  to  Macon  when  the  institu- 
tion was  moved  to  that  city.  After  completing  the 
prescribed  course  Mr.  Cain  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  an  occupation  in  which  he  engaged  for  two 
years.  Coming  to  Florida  in  1885,  he  settled  in  Or- 
lando, where  he  has  since  resided.  He  secured  a,  posi- 
tion in  the  Southern  Florida  Foundry  & Machine 
Works  and  in  their  interests  traveled  over  various 
parts  of  the  state,  becoming  so  proficient  in  his  chosen 
occupation  that  there  was  not  a department  of  foundry 
or  machine  work  with  which  he  was  not  thoroughly 
familiar.  In  1898  he  went  to  Tampa  to  work  in  the 
shops  of  The  Plant  Steamship  Line,  rising  to  be  fore- 
man of  his  department.  This  position  he  held  until  the 
latter  part  of  1899,  when  he  returned  to  Orlando  and 
in  the  following  year  formed  a partnership  with  J.  H. 
O’Berry  under  the  firm  name  of  Cain  & O’Berry.  They 
did  a general  boiler  and  iron  working  business,  con- 
ducting it  as  a copartnership  until  the  Cain-O’Berry 
Boiler  Company  was  incorporated  in  1902  with  Mr. 
Cain,  president  and  J.  H.  O’Berry,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. The  officers  at  present  are:  J.  W.  Cain,  presi- 
dent ; and  H.  P.  Leu,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
Cain-O’Berry  Boiler  Company  was  organized  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  Florida  with  a capital  stock 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  It  employs  on  an 
average  twenty  men,  most  of  them  skilled  laborers, 
and  in  its  shops  are  manufactured  all  kinds  of  boilers, 
tanks,  towers,  phosphate  dryers  and  washers.  It 
maintains  high  stands rds  in  workmanship  and  in  qual- 


ity of  output  and  its  name  on  anything  made  of  iron 
is  a guarantee  of  efficiency  and  durability.  Much  of 
the  credit  for  the  success  of  the  concern  is  due  to  its 
founder  and  president,  Mr.  Cain,  who  has  given  prac- 
tically all  of  his  time  for  several  years  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  business,  directing  its  growth  along  modern 
lines  and  establishing  the  most  progressive  standards 
and  policies.  His  splendid  initiative  and  business  abil- 
ity have  been  called  forth  and  the  concern  has  grown 
steadily,  being  today  one  of  the  most  important  of  its 
kind  in  southern  Florida. 

Mr.  Cain  married  Miss  Mattie  Grace  Weaver,  of 
Harmony,  Putnam  county,  Georgia.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church  and  served  as  deacon  for 
several  years.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  order  and  is  past  master  of  Lodge,  No. 
208,  in  Putnam  county,  Georgia,  and  was  for  ten  years 
secretary  of  Orlando  Lodge,  No.  69,  F.  & A.  M.  He 
holds  to  high  standards  not  only  in  his  business  activ- 
ities but  also  in  social  and  citizenship  relations  and  is 
justly  accounted  one  of  the  representative  and  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community. 


RICHARD  POPE  REESE. 

Richard  Pope  Reese,  a lawyer  of  Pensacola,  prac- 
ticing at  the  bar,  and  in  partnership  with  former  State 
Senator  and  the  present  States  Attorney  John  P. 
Stokes,  was  born  in  Garden  Valley,  Smith  county, 
Texas,  October  4,  1868,  and  lived  with  his  parents  in 
Texas  until  after  his  father’s  death,  which  occurred  in 
1882,  after  which  time  he  removed,  with  his  mother, 
brothers  and  sisters,  to  Alabama.  He  received  a com- 
mon-school education  in  the  public  schools  of  Texas, 
and  attended,  but  did  not  finish  the  course  of  the  A.  & 
M.  College  (now  the  Polytechnic  Institute)  at  Auburn, 
Alabama. 

His  ancestry  is  decidedly  southern,  both  on  the  pa- 
ternal and  the  maternal  side.  His  great-grandfather, 
David  Reese,  of  Welsh  parentage,  was  a citizen  of 
Mecklenburg  county,  North  Carolina,  and  was  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  famous  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 
Independence,  drafted  in  1775,  antedating  the  Decla- 
ration written  by  Jefferson.  His  grandfather,  Edwin 
Reese,  was  one  of  seven  brothers,  and  lived  at  Auburn, 
Alabama;  his  grandmother,  Sarah  Ann  Reese,  was 
Sarah  Ann  Lewis,  of  South  Carolina.  His  father, 
John  Lewis  Reese,  was  a Confederate  veteran,  who  en- 
listed at  Tuskeegee,  Alabama,  on  the  25th  day  of  April, 
1861,  in  Captain  W.  G.  Swanson’s  Company,  Third 
Alabama  Regiment,  and  served  with  that  command 
until  the  15th  day  of  October,  1864,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Fifty-seventh  Alabama  Regiment, 
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which  was  a part  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston's 
army,  and  with  which  he  surrendered  at  Greensboro, 
North  Carolina.  His  mother  was  Emma  Josephine 
Pope,  a daughter  of  Columbus  Washington  Pope,  son 
of  Cullen  Pope,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Georgia,  who 
settled  near  Macon,  Georgia ; his  grandmother,  Mary 
E.  Pope  was  a McCool,  being  a member  of  the  Mc- 
Cool  and  Gorman  families  of  Georgia  and  Maryland. 

After  attending  the  A.  & M.  College,  at  Auburn, 
Mr.  Reese  removed  to  Pensacola,  in  November,  1884, 
and  secured  employment  as  a clerk  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness of  J.  E.  Dubuisson  & Brothers,  where  he  remained 
for  some  seven  or  eight  years,  and  afterwards  took  a 
position  with  W.  F.  Monroe  as  dry-goods  salesman, 
which  business  was  afterwards  changed  to  McMillan 
& Hall,  and  worked  there  for  some  three  years.  After- 
wards he  was  with  M.  P.  Gould  in  the  same  business 
for  about  a year  and  a half ; and  during  the  time  that 
he  worked  as  a clerk  he  studied  law  at  night,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  late  John  Eagan,  who  was 
a general  practitioner  at  Pensacola,  and  United  States 
district  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida 
under  William  McKinley.  Mr.  Reese  was  admitted 
to  practice  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  first  judicial 
circuit  of  Florida  on  February  22,  1896,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  practice  his  profession  at  Pensacola  since 
that  date.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United 
States  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  Florida  on  January  25,  1897;  before  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  state  of  Florida  on  May  18,  1897; 
before  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals  for 
the  fifth  circuit,  at  New  Orleans,  on  July  23,  1909, 
and  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  on  Febru- 
ary 28,  1910. 

Mr.  Reese  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, being  a democrat  of  the  progressive  type — a great 
admirer  and  supporter  of  William  Jennings  Bryan 
and  the  principles  which  he  advocates. 

During  his  professional  life  at  Pensacola  he  was  in 
partnership  for  a while  with  Dennis  Eagan,  Jr.,  a 
nephew  of  John  Eagan,  and  afterwards  in  partnership 
in  the  practice  of  law  with  Judge  J.  Emmet  Wolfe, 
the  present  judge  of  the  first  judicial  circuit  of  Flor- 
ida. For  seven  years  he  was  county  attorney  of  Es- 
cambia county,  Florida,  and  in  1906  was  appointed  by 
Judge  William  B.  Sheppard  (who  at  that  time  was 
United  States  district  attorney  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  Florida)  as  assistant  United  States  district 
attorney,  and  during  the  period  of  his  incumbency  of 
that  office  assisted  in  the  prosecution  and  conviction 
of  the  celebrated  peonage  cases  against  the  Jackson 
Lumber  Company  people  at  Lockhart,  Alabama. 
Afterwards  he  was  appointed  by  Attorney  General 
Bonaparte  as  special  assistant  to  the  attorney  general 
of  the  United  States  for  the  prosecution  of  peonage 


cases  in  Florida,  and  held  this  commission,  prose- 
cuting many  cases  for  peonage,  and  after  United 
States  Judge  William  B.  Sheppard  was  elevated  to 
the  judgeship  of  the  district  court  of  the  Lmited 
States  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida,  contin- 
ued to  handle  the  Jackson  Lumber  Company  cases 
and  represent  the  United  States  government  in  the 
higher  courts  to  which  those  cases  had  been  appealed. 
He  represented  the  county  of  Escambia,  in  the  Florida 
legislature  of  1907  and  1908. 

Mr.  Reese  was  married  March  27,  1899,  at  Bryan, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Jdelette  Waddell  West.  To  this  union 
two  children  have  been  born  : Virginia  Idelette  and 

John  Lewis.  The  family  reside  at  Pensacola,  Florida. 
Mr.  Reese  has  attained  success  in  his  profession,  and 
enjoys  a good  practice  in  all  of  the  courts,  both  state 
and  federal.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Pensacola,  and 
are  workers  in  all  causes  looking  for  the  betterment 
and  upbuilding  of  Florida  and  her  people. 


HENRY  GOULD  RALSTON. 

In  Miami  Henry  Gould  Ralston  is  known  as  a man 
of  enterprise,  initiative  and  business  aggressiveness, 
for  during  the  four  years  of  his  residence  here  he  has 
proven  a leader  in  many  lines  of  business  activity,  his 
interests  touching  and  influencing  general  commercial 
and  financial  development.  As  president  of  the  Rals- 
ton Brothers  Company,  Incorporated,  he  occupies  a 
position  of  responsibility  rarely  entrusted  to  a man  of 
his  years  and  in  the  able  and  efficient  discharge  of  his 
duties  has  gained  a place  among  the  men  of  marked 
ability  and  substantial  worth  in  this  community.  He 
was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  November  17,  1884,  and 
is  a son  of  Robert  White  and  Julia  Skinner  (Gould) 
Ralston.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  on  the  pater- 
nal side,  while  his  mother  is  of  English  descent.  The 
Ralston  family  was  established  in  America  by  John 
Ralston,  who  emigrated  to  the  colonies  from  the  north 
of  Ireland  in  1732  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  Both 
the  Ralston  and  the  Gould  families  were  represented 
in  the  colonial  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
the  former  by  Captain  John  Ralston  and  the  latter  by 
Harry  Gould.  General  St.  John  Bull  Skinner,  mater- 
nal great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  acquiring  in  that  conflict 
the  title  of  general.  He  afterward  served  as  first  as- 
sistant postmaster  general  under  four  presidents.  He 
was  a son  of  Major  Joseph  Skinner  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Robert  White  Ralston,  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  review,  was  a prominent  business  man 
of  Chicago  and  for  many  years  connected  with  the 
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stock  yards  in  that  city.  He  died  in  1888  and  his 
widow  afterward  married  Professor  Walter  Smith, 
who  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  faculty  of  Lake 
Forest  University.  The  family  afterward  removed  to 
Charlottesville,  Virginia,  where  Professor  Smith  passed 
away  in  1907. 

Henry  Gould  Ralston  was  reared  in  Lake  Forest, 
Illinois,  and  there  attended  Lake  Forest  Academy  and 
Lake  Forest  University.  He  afterward  entered  Yale 
and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1906.  His 
mother  and  stepfather  had  in  the  meantime  removed 
to  Charlottesville  and  Mr.  Ralston  joined  them  there, 
remaining  until  1909.  In  July  of  that  year  he  became 
identified  with  the  Everglade  Land  Sales  Company  in 
the  capacity  of  first  vice  president  and  member  of  the 
board  of  directors,  positions  which  he  till  recently 
held.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1909,  he  came  to  Miami 
to  give  his  attention  to  the  Florida  department  of 
the  great  corporation.  The  company  controls  as  sales 
agent  seventy  thousand  acres  of  everglade  land  north 
and  west  of  Miami  and  in  order  to  hasten  the  drainage 
of  this  property  is  preparing  to  dyke  the  lands  and  dry 
them  by  the  use  of  centrifugal  pumps  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  one  million,  seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  general  offices  of  the  concern  in  Miami 
were  under  Mr.  Ralston’s  charge,  while  the  sales  of- 
fices are  located  in  Chicago.  The  responsible  position 
which  Mr.  Ralston  held  is  in  itself  a proof  of  his  abil- 
ity, which  he  further  demonstrated  by  the  far-sighted, 
capable  and  efficient  work  he  accomplished.  Fie  is  now 
president  of  the  Ralston  Brothers  Company,  Incor- 
porated. He  still  is  assistant  secretary  and  a director 
of  the  Everglade  Land  Company,  controlling  fifty 
thousand  acres  in  this  vicinity,  and  is  treasurer  and  a 
director  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1910,  Mr.  Ralston  married  Miss 
Grace  Radcliffe  Day,  of  Smithfield,  Virginia,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Virginia  Day  Ralston,  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1911.  Mr.  Ralston  is  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar and  prominent  young  men  of  Miami  at  the  present 
time  and  has  extensive  and  important  club  affiliations. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Miami  Club,  of  which  he  is  an 
ex-president,  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Tarpon 
Club.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Biscayne  Bay  Yacht 
Club  and  in  Chicago  holds  membership  in  the  Univer- 
sity Club.  He  retains  his  connection  with  the  Colonnade 
Club  of  the  University  of  Virginia  and  is  a member  of 
Alpha  Delta  Phi.  He  is  a member  of  the  Miami 
Humane  Society  and  is  active  and  interested  in  the 
work  of  that  organization.  Politically  he  gives  his  al- 
legiance to  the  democratic  party  and  is  prominent  in 
local  politics,  having  served  during  the  presidential 
campaign  of  1912  as  a member  of  the  Florida  finance 
committee  of  the  Democratic  National  Committee.  A 
man  of  broad  culture,  modern  views  and  progressive 


standards,  he  represents  all  that  is  best  in  modern  busi- 
ness and  in  present-day  citizenship  and  possesses  in  his 
energy,  discrimination  and  administrative  ability  a 
guarantee  of  continued  progress  and  of  future  dis- 
tinction. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  B.  JORDAN. 

Captain  James  B.  Jordan  will  long  be  remembered 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  merchants  of  De  Land 
and  as  a man  of  remarkable  business  ability,  whose 
judgment  was  seldom  at  fault  and  whose  fidelity  to 
trust  and  sincerity  in  all  relations  of  life  were  unques- 
tioned. For  twenty-one  years  he  lived  in  Volusia 
county  and  was  one  of  the  first  residents  in  De  Land, 
where  he  made  steady  and  honorable  progress  in  busi- 
ness, his  successful  career  terminating  in  his  death, 
April  27,  1899. 

Captain  Jordan  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  June 
8,  1835,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  that  state.  Upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  and  upon 
the  organization  of  the  regiment  was  made  adjutant, 
later  winning  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain.  He 
saw  a great  deal  of  active  service  and  was  wounded 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  taken  prisoner.  He 
was  sent  to  Johnson’s  island,  in  Lake  Erie,  where  he 
was  confined  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge.  He  settled  in  Milton, 
Kentucky,  and  there  conducted  a plantation  and  mer- 
cantile establishment  until  he  came  to  Florida,  settling 
in  Volusia  county  in  1876.  He  was  among  the  early 
settlers  in  that  district  and  acquired  property  near 
De  Land,  upon  which  he  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
oranges  on  an  extensive  scale  for  a few  years,  moving 
in  1882  into  the  city  and  establishing  himself  as  a gen- 
eral merchant.  His  business  grew  rapidly  and  he  se- 
cured a liberal  patronage,  accorded  him  in  recognition 
of  his  honorable  business  dealings,  his  straightfor- 
ward methods  and  the  high  quality  of  his  goods.  In  the 
course  of  years  he  became  one  of  the  leading  represen- 
tatives of  mercantile  interests  here  and  a force  in 
general  business  expansion,  while  his  unbending  integ- 
rity and  sterling  qualities  of  character  gained  him  the 
high  esteem  and  respect  of  his  associates  and  friends. 

Captain  Jordan  was  married  in  Kentucky  to  Miss 
Mattie  Fearn  and  their  son,  Samuel  D.  Jordan,  was 
born  in  that  state.  A man  of  progressive  public  spirit, 
the  Captain  always  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community  and  his  public  service,  extending 
over  a period  of  many  years,  was  always  able  and 
conscientious.  He  served  as  a member  of  the  De  Land 
city  council  and  from  January,  1880,  to  January,  1884, 
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was  tax  collector  of  Volusia  county.  In  November, 
1888,  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  an 
office  carrying  with  it  that  of  county  auditor.  He  was 
elected  to  the  same  position  on  the  18th  of  January  of 
the  following  year,  serving  continuously  thereafter 
until  his  death  and  discharging  his  duties  in  an  efficient, 
far-sighted  and  capable  manner.  Captain  Jordan  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  Volusia  county  and 
his  death  was  regarded  as  a great  loss  to  his  section. 
Moreover,  he  was  a kind  parent,  a true  friend  and  a 
firm  upholder  of  the  law — a man  whose  life  and  work 
made  a lasting  impression  upon  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  and  upon  the  history  of  the  region 
where  he  was  known. 

Samuel  D.  Jordan,  son  of  the  Captain,  is  now  carry- 
ing forward  the  work  which  his  father  began  by  his 
able  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court.  He  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  there 
acquired  his  education,  supplementing  his  work  in  the 
public  schools  by  a course  in  a business  college  in 
Lexington.  After  laying  aside  his  books  he  came  to 
Florida  and  began  his  independent  career  by  serving 
as  deputy  under  his  father  in  the  circuit  clerk’s  office. 
He  was  elected  clerk  in  November,  1908,  and  is  still 
serving,  proving  his  public  spirit,  his  loyalty  and  ability 
by  his  conscientious  and  capable  work.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  active  and  progressive  young  business  men 
of  the  city,  his  connections  being  of  an  important 
and  representative  character.  He  is  treasurer  of  the 
Silas  B.  Wright  Insurance  Agency;  secretary  of  the 
G.  W.  Fisher  Drug  Company ; treasurer  of  the 
De  Land  Building  & Loan  Association  ; and  has  always 
been  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Business  Men’s  League. 
His  interests  are  varied  but  all  of  a constructive  and 
modern  character  and  his  record  is  a credit  to  a name 
that  has  long  been  an  honored  one  in  Volusia  county. 


ERNEST  L.  MARBURY. 

In  proclaiming  the  opportunities  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can west  the  riches  of  the  south  have  too  often  been 
overlooked,  but  far-sighted  men — men  gifted  with 
ideas  of  their  own  and  personal  convictions  as  to  the 
relative  value  of  things — are  not  led  astray  and,  will- 
ing to  back  their  own  judgment,  have  proven  the 
wisdom  of  their  opinions  by  subsequent  results  in  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  the  southland.  Among  the 
men  of  this  class,  men  of  independence  of  thought,  is 
Ernest  L.  Marbury  who  was  not  long  in  making  up  his 
mind  that  Florida  was  deserving  of  all  and  a great 
deal  more  than  was  claimed  for  it.  Today  he  is  one 
of  the  foremost  men  in  the  lumber  industry  in  the 
state,  owning  a mill  with  a capacity  of  forty  thousand 


feet  daily,  holding  title  to  six  thousand  acres  of  valu- 
able timber  and  farm  lands  and,  as  president,  control- 
ling fifteen  miles  of  railroad  known  as  the  Alabama, 
Florida  & Southern.  Born  in  Marbury,  Alabama,  a 
town  named  in  honor  of  his  father  and  located  in 
Autauga  county,  he  is  a son  of  Josiah  and  Mary 
(Allen)  Marbury,  both  natives  of  Tennessee  who  have 
passed  away,  the  father  for  many  years  having  been 
connected  with  the  sawmill  business.  He  was  a vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  through  the  conflict.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children : Elizabeth,  deceased ; David,  of 

Marbury,  Alabama;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Joel  LI.  Rainer, 
of  Union  Springs,  Alabama;  Neva,  who  married  W.  B. 
Smyth,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Nell,  the  wife  of 
Charles  R.  Russell,  also  of  Marbury,  Alabama ; Ernest 
L.,  of  this  review;  Clara,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Rainer,  of 
Union  Springs;  and  Joseph,  deceased. 

Ernest  L.  Marbury  grew  up  under  the  care  of  his 
parents  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  Marion  Institute,  laying  aside  his  text- 
books at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Removing  to  Cordele, 
Georgia,  he  there  became  connected  with  the  lumber 
mill  business,  remaining  thus  occupied  for  five  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Gordon,  Alabama,  but  in  1912 
came  to  Malone,  engaging  in  the  lumber  business  on 
a large  scale.  He  makes  a specialty  of  floor  and  ceil- 
ing lumber,  his  mill  having  a capacity  of  forty  thou- 
sand feet  daily.  The  plant  is  supplied  from  six 
thousand  acres  of  valuable  timber  and  farm  lands  to 
which  he  holds  title  and  in  connection  with  the  enter- 
prise there  is  operated  fifteen  miles  of  railroad  known 
as  the  Alabama,  Florida  & Southern  Railway,  of  which 
Mr.  Marbury  serves  as  president.  That  his  large 
operations  have  been  instrumental  in  the  upbuilding 
of  this  region  of  the  state  it  is  superfluous  to  mention, 
but  a word  of  commendation  should  be  said  in  regard 
to  his  interest  in  improvement  and  advancement  along 
general  lines.  A man  of  strong  convictions  and  high 
principles  of  honor,  he  is  a forceful  element  in  this 
vicinity,  the  esteem  and  confidence  which  he  enjoys 
and  which  is  freely  given  by  all  being  well  earned  and 
well  merited. 

On  July  15,  1906,  Mr.  Marbury  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Callie  (Wilson)  Liddon,  a daughter  of 
John  P.  and  Ella  (Smith)  Wilson,  well  known  resi- 
dents of  Gordon,  Alabama.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marbury 
have  one  son,  Ernest  L.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  June  15, 
1907.  Mrs.  Marbury  passed  away  May  15,  1910, 
after  only  four  years  of  happy  married  life,  sincerely 
mourned  by  her  immediate  family  and  a large  circle 
of  relatives  and  friends  who  highly  esteemed  her  for 
her  many  true  womanly  qualities,  her  kindness  and 
charitableness  and  her  many  accomplishments.  In 
religious  faith  Mr.  Marbury  is  a Baptist  and  gives  to 
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that  church  his  ready  and  substantial  support.  There 
is  no  spectacular  phase  in  the  life  record  of  Mr.  Mar- 
bury  but  his  history  is  one  which  may  well  inspire  and 
encourage  others,  showing  what  may  be  accomplished 
when  energy  and  ambition  lead  the  way.  Successful 
in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  he  believes  in  some- 
thing more  than  mere  material  wealth  and  in  an 
unostentatious  way  has  been  a factor  for  good  along 
numerous  lines,  benefiting  the  community,  the  state  and 
its  people. 


STEPHEN  CAUSEY  MIDDLETON. 

Stephen  Causey  Middleton,  who  is  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  farm  of  ninety  acres  situated  four  miles  south 
of  Hastings  and  largely  devoted  to  potato  culture  and 
general  farming,  was  born  thirteen  and  a half  miles 
from  his  present  farm,  on  November  20,  1876,  a son 
of  David  Alexander  and  Martha  Jane  (Causey)  Mid- 
dleton, natives  of  Georgia,  of  whom  more  extended 
mention  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  The 
father,  who  was  a pioneer  of  this  section  and  promi- 
nently known  in  agricultural  and  mercantile  circles, 
has  passed  away  but  the  mother  now  resides  in 
Hastings. 

Stephen  Causey  Middleton  has  been  a resident  of  the 
Hastings  country  throughout  his  entire  life  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  near  his 
father’s  farm  and  in  Hastings.  After  laying  aside  his 
school-books  he  was  employed  for  five  years  as  a clerk 
in  a store  at  St.  Augustine,  which  was  owned  by  his 
uncle,  and  he  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper. 
Subsequently  he  came  to  Hastings  and  for  five  years 
was  connected  with  the  mercantile  business  in  various 
positions.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  bought  ninety 
acres  of  land  located  four  miles  south  of  Hastings  on 
the  boulevard  and  has  devoted  his  whole  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm  ever  since.  Most  of  his  land 
is  in  potatoes,  which  are  followed  by  other  crops  in 
rotation.  Since  Mr.  Middleton  became  the  owner  of 
the  farm  he  has  made  a number  of  important  improve- 
ments and  instituted  such  equipment  and  machinery  as 
are  deemed  indispensable  to  modern  and  up-to-date 
farming.  He  follows  progressive  and  scientific  meth- 
ods and  along  these  lines  obtains  remarkable  results, 
firmly  believing  in  intensive  farming. 

On  November  20,  1906,  Mr.  Middleton  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Adine  McLaughlin,  who  was  born 
in  Philadelphia  on  March  7,  1877,  a daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  D.  McLaughlin,  the  latter  of  whom 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Adda  Roche.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Middleton  are  the  parents  of  two  children  : Stephen  R. 
and  Margaret. 


As  a member  of  the  Hastings  Board  of  Trade  Mr. 
Middleton  leaves  no  stone  unturned  to  bring  about 
trade  expansion  and  always  stands  for  such  measures 
as  are  intended  to  advance  and  develop  his  section.  He 
is  a well  known  member  of  the  Masonic  body,  being 
connected  with  Hastings  Lodge,  No.  183,  F.  & A.  M., 
of  which  he  is  past  master.  His  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton is  representative  of  the  spirit  of  enterprise  that 
has  led  to  the  movement  of  reclaiming  large  tracts  of 
Florida  land,  which  have  been  lying  idle  for  many 
years,  and  transforming  them  into  rich  and  fertile 
fields.  He  has  not  only  attained  his  own  prosperity 
but  his  endeavors  have  proven  factors  in  the  general 
development. 


DANIEL  CAMPBELL  McMULLEN. 

Few  residents  of  Pinellas  county  have  so  long  re- 
sided within  its  borders  as  did  Daniel  Campbell  Mc- 
Mullen, who  was  born  near  Clearwater,  on  the  18th 
of  March,  1852,  and  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
this  section  of  the  state  until  his  demise.  His  birth- 
place was  only  a half  mile  from  the  home  now  occu- 
pied by  his  widow.  His  parents  were  James  P.  and 
Elizabeth  (Campbell)  McMullen,  natives  of  Madison 
county,  Florida.  They  came  with  their  parents  to  the 
Pinellas  peninsula  in  the  early  days  and  during  the 
Indian  war  had  to  flee.  Both  the  Campbell  and  Mc- 
Mullen families  secured  large  tracts  of  land  on  the 
peninsula  and  ran  stock  extensively  in  the  woods.  Both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents  and  the  parents 
of  our  subject  lived  and  died  here  and  they  developed 
good  orange  groves,  being  among  the  first  orange 
growers  of  this  part  of  the  state.  At  that  day  oranges 
were  never  wrapped  and  shipped  in  boxes  but  were 
packed  in  barrels  unwrapped.  The  McMullen  family 
has  become  a very  extensive  one  and  its  members  have 
taken  active  and  helpful  part  in  the  development,  up- 
building and  improvement  of  the  Pinellas  peninsula. 

Daniel  Campbell  McMullen  was  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  yet  living.  He  spent 
his  entire  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Clearwater  and  was 
a prominent  representative  of  horticultural  interests, 
having  about  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  which  he 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  also  in  the  cultivation  of 
oranges  and  vegetables.  He  made  a specialty  of 
handling  vegetables  which  he  shipped  extensively  and 
also  supplied  to  the  local  hotels.  His  labors  resulted 
in  transforming  unimproved  tracts  of  land  into  fields 
of  rich  fertility  and  success  attended  him  in  his 
undertakings. 
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In  1873  Mr.  McMullen  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  Hightower,  who  was  born  in  Lowndes 
county,  Georgia,  November  3,  1854,  and  spent  her 
girlhood  days  in  the  home  of  her  parents,  Byrd  and 
Velaria  Elizabeth  (Dasher)  Hightower,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Georgia,  near  Valdosta.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McMullen  became  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren: Velaria,  the  wife  of  J.  K.  Wilson,  of  Clear- 

water; E.  W.,  who  married  Della  Moore,  of  De  Fu- 
niak  Springs,  Florida,  and  now  resides  at  Sutherland, 
Pinellas  county;  Ada,  the  wife  of  J.  L.  McNiel,  living- 
near  Clearwater ; J.  P.,  who  married  Theo  Parish, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  while  his 
wife  is  living  at  Ocala;  D1.  B.,  who  married  Lulu 
Sever  and  resides  near  Clearwater;  W.  B.,  who 
wedded  Corrie  Harn  and  is  residing  in  the  vicinity 
of  Clearwater;  Edna,  the  wife  of  M.  FI.  Kirkpatrick, 
of  Clearwater;  L.  C.,  of  Valdosta,  who  married  Lu- 
nette Wisenbaker,  and  Mary  Fane,  Sarah,  Lda  and  J. 
K.,  all  at  home.  The  family  circle  was  broken  by  the 
death  of  the  father  on  the  30th  of  August,  1905.  Fie 
was  a lifelong  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
was  a consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  In  business  affairs  he  was 
active  and  reliable  and  in  every  relation  of  life  com- 
manded the  confidence  and  good-will  of  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  had  a wide  acquaint- 
ance in  this  section  in  which  he  always  lived  and  his 
good  record  makes  his  honored  name  a priceless  her- 
itage to  his  family. 


E.  D.  LOUNDS. 

All  states  of  the  union  and  nations  of  the  world 
have  been  drawn  upon  to  furnish  their  quota  of  men 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  south,  and  E.  D.  Lounds, 
the  popular  postmaster  of  Crescent  City  and  part 
owner  of  the  well  equipped  drug  store  there  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  Lounds  Drug  Company,  calls 
New  York  his  native  state.  There  he  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  of  English  parents,  on  February  21,  1879. 
Thomas  and  Adelaide  (Collins)  Lounds,  came  to 
Crescent  City  in  1880,  bringing  with  them  their  one- 
year-old  son,  whose  energy  and  enterprise  are  now 
playing  such  an  important  part  in  the  development 
and  expansion  of  Crescent  City.  Both  the  parents 
were  brought  from  England  to  the  United  States  in 
their  childhood  and  were  reared  in  the  Empire  state, 
where  they  subsequently  married.  Coming  to  Cres- 
cent City  in  1880,  the  father  lived  but  nine  years 
after  his  arrival,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
in  1889.  The  mother,  however,  still  makes  her  home 
here  with  her  three  children:  E.  D.,  our  subject; 


Rowland ; and  Albert.  The  father  was  practically 
all  his  life  connected  with  the  drug  business,  although 
he  took  at  one  time  a three-year  course  in  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Medicine  and  would  have  com- 
pleted his  medical  course  if  ill  health  had  not  forced 
him  to  forego  his  ambition.  After  coming  to  Crescent 
City  he  founded  here  the  drug  business  which  is  now 
conducted  by  his  sons  and  which  since  his  death  has 
been  owned  by  them  in  partnership  with  his  widow. 
The  father  was  an  accomplished  musician,  an  able 
teacher  of  the  violin,  while  he  also  acted  as  organist 
of  the  Episcopal  church  here  for  many  years.  The 
local  drug  store  had  its  first  location  where  the 
Sprague  House  now  stands,  but  in  1884  was  removed 
to  another  place.  Since  the  demise  of  the  father  the 
sons  and  the  widow  have  erected  a handsome  modern 
building  on  the  corner  of  Central  avenue  and  Pros- 
pect street,  which  now  houses  the  steadily  growing 
business.  It  is  the  only  corner  drug  store  in  Crescent 
City,  well  equipped  and  modernly  furnished — -an  es- 
tablishment" which  is  worthy  of  a much  larger  town. 
The  Lounds  Drug  Company  pay  particular  attention 
to  their  prescription  department,  which  is  most  care- 
fully safeguarded,  and  in  which  they  dispense  only 
the  best  medicaments.  They  also  carry  a line  of  sun- 
dries such  as  are  usually  carried  by  drug  stores  and 
their  trade  is  so  extensive  that  the  annual  income  from 
the  enterprise  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  father  also  had  a small  orange  grove  of  four 
acres  which  he  had  planted  himself  and  which  is  con- 
tinued by  the  sons.  He  was  appointed  the  third  post- 
master of  Crescent  City  on  petition  of  his  neighbors 
and  served  until  his  death,  when  his  widow  was 
chosen  by  the  government  to  fill  his  position  until 
Squire  J.  L.  Burton  was  appointed,  he  serving  two 
years.  Since  that  time  our  subject  has  efficiently 
filled  the  position  of  postmaster,  having  served  in  that 
connection  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and  being  in 
1912  appointed  for  another  four  years,  the  office  hav- 
ing in  the  meantime  been  raised  to  a presidential  ap- 
pointment. E.  D.  Lounds  served  also  for  some  time 
as  assistant  postmaster,  and  his  mother  now  fills  the 
office  of  chief  assistant,  while  his  brother  Rowland 
also  helps  him  in  his  work.  Albert,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  family,  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father  and  has  become  an  accomplished  violinist,  often 
giving  evidence  of  his  talent  by  delighting  large  audi- 
ences in  the  churches  of  Crescent  City.  He  is  married 
to  Lulu  Hunter  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  a 
daughter  of  C.  J.  Hunter,  a well  known  resident  of 
his  part  of  that  state.  Albert  Lounds  is  fraternally 
a Mason  and  exemplifies  in  his  every  day  life  the  high 
principles  of  that  organization. 

E.  D.  Lounds,  our  subject,  was  married  in  1910  to 
Miss  Ruby  Mathis,  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  a 


372 


FLORIDA 


daughter  of  J.  H.  Mathis,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Frederick  H.  Fraternally  Mr.  Lounds  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  his  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  of  which  both  he  and  his 
mother  are  members,  giving  their  ardent  support  to 
its  welfare.  None  of  the  family  has  ever  taken  active 
part  in  political  affairs,  but  Mr.  Lounds  nevertheless 
is  deeply  interested  in  all  movements  undertaken  to 
benefit  the  city  or  its  surrounding  territory.  While 
he  has  rightfully  done  everything  to  promote  his  own 
success,  he  has  always  at  heart  the  general  develop- 
ment and  lends  a willing  hand  to  promote  general 
prosperity  and  to  better  the  conditions  of  the  people 
along  intellectual,  moral  and  material  lines. 


HON.  SAMUEL  J.  HILBURN. 

Many  beneficial  public  measures  owe  their  exist- 
ence to  the  efforts  and  influence  of  Hon.  Samuel  J. 
Hilburn,  ex-state  senator  of  Florida  and  a most  highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Palatka.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  molding  public  thought  and  action  and  at  the 
same  time  he  has  remained  a leading  and  representa- 
tive member  of  the  Putnam  county  bar.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Gainesville,  Arkansas,  May  30,  1869,  his 
parents  being  Ancram  Spencer  and  Mary  Emily 
(Staughan  ) Hilburn,  who  were  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  father  was  of  Irish  and  English  descent 
and  the  mother  of  Scotch  lineage.  Representatives  of 
both  families  came  to  America  during  the  colonial 
epoch  in  our  country’s  history.  A.  S.  and  Mary  E. 
Hilburn  were  reared  in  North  Carolina  and  following 
their  marriage  removed  westward  to  Arkansas  and 
afterward  went  to  Texas.  Mrs.  Hilburn  passed  away 
May  31,  1911,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  They 
had  been  married  for  fifty-nine  and  a half  years  and 
Mr.  Hilburn  still  survives,  residing  in  Rising  Star, 
Texas,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  In  early  life  he 
was  an  itinerant  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  but  as  children  were  added  to  the  family 
he  decided  to  locate  permanently  and  acted  as  local 
preacher  while  devoting  a portion  of  his  time  to  the 
development  of  his  plantation  and  to  stock-raising. 
His  home  life  was  an  ideal  one,  characterized  by  affec- 
tion and  devotion  to  his  wife  and  children.  He  was 
but  twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
and  his  wife  in  her  eighteenth  year.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  law-abiding 
and  independent  citizens,  none  ever  causing  their 
parents  any  trouble.  Reared  on  the  plantation,  their 
educational  privileges  were  somewhat  limited,  but 
they  made  the  best  possible  use  of  their  opportunities 
and  all  of  the  sons  became  school  teachers.  The  chil- 


dren were  as  follows:  Jennie,  who  became  the  wife 

of  James  F.  Gattis  and  died  in  1890,  leaving  a family 
of  children,  her  only  son  being  the  Rev.  George  H. 
Gattis,  a clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church ; 
Rev.  Thomas  B.  Hilburn,  who  was  named  for  his 
grandfather  and  who  like  him  became  a Methodist 
Episcopal  minister,  being  now  located  in  Texas;  John 
P.  Hilburn,  D.  D.,  who  was  president  of  the  Southern 
College  at  Sutherland,  Florida,  until  1912  and  is  now 
presiding  elder  of  the  Tallahassee  district;  the  Rev. 
William  Charles  Hilburn,  who  is  pastor  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  at  De  Leon,  Texas;  Samuel  J. 
of  this  review ; Mack  Marvin,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years ; Ancram  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years ; Cordula  Klough,  who  is  living  with  the 
father ; and  two  sons  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  early  life  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Hilburn  was 
spent  upon  the  farm  in  Arkansas.  He  acquired  a high- 
school  education  and  won  a first-grade  teacher's  cer- 
tificate, after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  three 
years.  He  went  in  debt  for  his  high-school  education, 
but  as  a teacher  managed  to  pay  off  his  indebtedness 
and  saved  twelve  hundred  dollars.  He  then  entered 
Centenary  College  and  while  pursuing  his  course 
there  won  the  medal  given  for  oratory.  He  supple- 
mented his  more  specifically  literary  education  by  a 
course  in  Cumberland  University  at  Lebanon,  Ten- 
nessee, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894  with  the 
LL.  B.  degree.  The  same  year  he  entered  upon  the 
active  practice  of  law  at  Palatka,  where  he  has  since 
continued  in  general  practice,  winning  for  himself  a 
foremost  position  at  the  bar  of  his  district.  He  pos- 
sesses the  best  law  library  in  Putnam  county  and  with 
its  contents  is  largely  familiar.  His  standing  as  a 
representative  member  of  the  bar  is  further  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  he  was  elected  city  attorney  and  con- 
tinuously held  the  office  for  eleven  years.  He  was  also 
chairman  of  the  county  school  board  for  seven  years 
and  the  cause  of  education  ever  found  in  him  a stal- 
wart champion.  In  political  affairs  he  has  taken  a deep 
interest,  regarding  it  the  duty  as  well  as  privilege  of 
every  American  citizen  to  support  the  principles  in 
which  he  believes.  In  1908  he  was  elected  to  the 
house  of  representatives  and  in  1910  was  elected  to 
the  state  senate.  He  resigned  his  senatorial  position 
to  become  a candidate  for  congress  and  was  defeated 
by  the  small  majority  of  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  out  of  twenty-five  thousand  votes  cast.  This  was 
the  first  time  that  he  was  ever  defeated  at  the  polls. 
It  was  in  the  legislative  session  of  1909  that  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  his  able  and  successful  advocacy 
of  the  prohibition  amendment  measure,  which  has  won 
for  him  innumerable  plaudits.  The  prohibitionists  en- 
trusted the  leadership  to  him  and  he  displayed  signal 
ability  in  the  management  of  their  cause.  There  were 
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no  dark  or  hidden  methods  in  his  work,  but  he  defied 
the  saloon  interests  with  a zeal,  eloquence  and  deter- 
mination that  were  invincible.  Mr.  Hilburn  also 
introduced  and  secured  the  passage  of  a law  that 
prohibited  the  trustees  of  the  I.  I.  fund  from  selling 
state  or  school  lands  at  private  sale  without  notice.  It  is 
safely  estimated  that  this  law  has  also  saved  the  people 
of  the  state  more  than  a quarter  of  a million  dollars.  In 
the  senate  he  introduced  the  Electric  Head  Light  bill, 
the  bill  for  restricting  policies  of  insurance  and  many 
more  of  public  moment.  One  of  the  Florida  papers 
said  of  him : “There  is  no  office  in  the  gift  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state  that  he  could  not  fill  with  ability  and 
with  distinguished  honor.”  He  has  long  been  a recog- 
nized leader  in  public  thought  and  action,  especially 
on  the  side  of  reform,  progress  and  improvement. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1896,  Mr.  Hilburn  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie  A.  Moncrief,  a native  of 
Florida  and  a daughter  of  David  A.  and  Elmira  Mon- 
crief. They  now  have  one  child,  Kathleen  Adair. 
Mr.  Hilburn  is  prominent  in  fraternal  circles  and  in 
1911-12  was  grand  chancellor  for  the  state  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  Masonry  he  has  attained  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Elks 
lodge.  His  religious  faith,  like  that  of  his  ancestors, 
connects  him  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  its  high  principles  find  exemplification  in  his  life. 
He  belongs  to  the  American  and  State  Bar  Associations 
and  is  president  of  the  Palatka  Bar  Association.  His 
friends,  and  they  are  many,  find  him  a social,  genial 
gentleman,  always  courteous  and  obliging,  always  ready 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  hour  and  to  discharge  his 
duties,  public  or  private,  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 


CHARLES  CURTIS. 

Charles  Curtis,  founder  of  the  Curtis  Plumbing 
Company  and  today  as  its  head  in  control  of  one  of 
the  most  important  and  representative  concerns  of  this 
character  in  southern  Florida,  is  one  of  Key  West’s 
successful  and  prominent  native  sons,  his  birth  hav- 
ing here  occurred  on  the  17th  of  June,  1867.  His 
father,  James  C.  Curtis,  was  born  in  Buckinghamshire, 
England,  but  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  settling  in  Boston,  where  two 
of  his  older  brothers  already  resided.  There  he 
learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade  and  after  he  had 
attained  manhood  followed  it  in  several  states,  work- 
ing in  all  of  the  important  cities  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  and  drifting  finally  to  New  Orleans,  where 
he  was  active  in  the  government  service  prior  to  the 
Civil  war.  James  C.  Curtis  was  still  a young  man 
when  he  settled  in  Key  West  and,  being  skilful  and 
proficient  at  his  trade,  secured  employment  in  con- 


nection with  the  work  done  on  Fort  Taylor,  which 
was  then  in  course  of  construction,  and  also  did  w'ork 
on  the  cabins  on  some  of  the  finest  ships  ever  con- 
structed at  Key  West,  among  them  the  Stephen  R. 
Mallory  and  the  schooner  Gypsie.  He  married  here 
Miss  Mary  Ellen  Curry,  a sister  of  the  late  William 
Curry,  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of 
this  city,  and  to  their  union  were  born  eight  children, 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  Charles  Cur- 
tis was  the  third  in  the  order  of  birth.  The  parents 
have  passed  away,  the  mother  dying  May  2,  1878,  and 
the  father  November  2,  1897.  Six  of  the  children 
born  to  their  union  still  survive,  as  follows : Mrs. 

Anna  L.  Delaney ; Charles,  of  this  review^ ; Edward  W. ; 
James  H.;  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Williams;  and  Jennie.  All 
are  residents  of  Key  West  with  the  exception  of  Ed- 
ward, who  makes  his  home  in  Hot  Springs,  Virginia. 

Charles  Curtis  was  reared  in  Key  West  and  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  city  acquired  his  education. 
When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  his  uncle,  the  late  William  Curry,  and  held 
a responsible  position  in  the  large  mercantile  house 
owned  by  him  and  in  that  controlled  by  William 
Curry’s  Sons,  who  succeeded  their  father.  For  a period 
of  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Curtis  retained  this  connec- 
tion, serving  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time  as  book- 
keeper and  proving  conscientious,  able  and  efficient  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  finally  resigned  his 
position  in  order  to  embark  in  business  for  himself 
and  in  June,  1906,  formed  a partnership  with  M.  R. 
Costar  under  the  name  of  M.  R.  Costar  & Company 
and  in  March,  1907,  bought  out  M.  R.  Costar’s  inter- 
est, and  started  under  the  name  of  the  Curtis  Plumbing 
Company.  In  addition  to  a large  private  trade  he  does 
considerable  plumbing  work  at  Key  West  for  the 
United  States  government  and  this  fact  is  in  itself  an 
evidence  of  his  superior  skill  and  ability,  which  are 
further  proven  by  the  rapid  expansion  and  growth  of 
his  business  enterprise. 

Although  the  concern  of  which  he  is  at  the  head  is 
an  important  and  growing  one,  requiring  a great  deal 
of  his  personal  attention,  Mr.  Curtis  has  yet  found 
time  to  serve  the  people  of  Key  West  and  of  Monroe 
county  in  various  official  capacities,  his  public  life 
being  distinguished  by  the  same  qualities  of  energy, 
enterprise  and  reliability  upon  which  his  business  suc- 
cess is  founded.  He  served  for  three  years  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  for  four  years  was 
supervisor  of  registration  for  Monroe  county,  having 
been  appointed  to  that  position  by  Governor  IT.  L. 
Mitchell  in  1896  and  by  Governor  W.  D.  Bloxham  in 
1898.  For  the  past  fourteen  years  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Key  West  board  of  pilot  commissioners  and 
he  is  serving  also  as  city  treasurer,  discharging  his 
duties  in  a capable,  far-sighted  and  conscientious  way. 
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On  the  14th  of  November,  1898,  Air.  Curtis  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian  Ellen  Blake,  a native 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Jessie,  who  died  of  diphtheria  at  the 

age  of  six;  and  Margaret  Ellen,  born  May  12,  1904. 
Mr.  Curtis  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a member  of  the  Key 
West  Board  of  Trade  and  is  active  in  his  support  of 
all  measures  calculated  to  promote  general  business 
advancement  and  progress.  Since  the  beginning  of  his 
active  career  he  has  proven  himself  capable  in  business 
and  loyal  in  citizenship — a native  son  of  whom  the  city 
has  every  reason  to  be  proud. 


WILLIAM  H.  DOWLING. 

William  H.  Dowling,  sheriff  of  Duval  county,  was 
born  in  Barnwell  county,  South  Carolina,  March  18, 
1868,  a son  of  William  H.  and  Louise  (Ruth)  Dowl- 
ing, who  were  also  natives  of  Barnwell  county  and 
are  now  residents  of  Hampton  county,  South  Caro- 
lina. The  father  was  the  first  county  school  com- 
missioner of  Hampton  county,  filling  that  office  for 
two  terms ; and  for  two  terms  he  also  occupied  the 
position  of  probate  judge  of  Hampton  county.  An 
uncle  of  our  subject,  A.  M.  Ruth,  was  sheriff  of 
Hampton  county  for  twenty  years,  so  that  the  family 
has  been  prominent  in  connection  with  official  service 
there.  William  H.  Dowling,  Sr.,  was  a soldier  of 
the  Civil  war,  serving  with  the  rank  of  sergeant  un- 
der General  Wade  Hampton.  He  is  now  retired  from 
active  business  and  is  spending  the  evening  of  life 
in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  descended  from  families  which  have  been 
prominently  connected  with  politics  and  with  other 
events  which  have  shaped  the  history  of  Hampton 
county. 

Taken  to  Hampton  county  during  his  early  child- 
hood, William  H.  Dowling  was  there  reared  and  edu- 
cated, attending  the  public  schools.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  became  a flagman  on  the  Savannah, 
Florida  & Western  Railroad,  now  the  Atlantic  Coast 
Line,  extending  between  Savannah  and  Jacksonville. 
On  the  10th  of  December,  1889,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  freight  conductor  and  subsequently 
became  a passenger  conductor,  serving  in  that  capac- 
ity until  December  11,  1912,  when  he  resigned,  having 
been  elected  sheriff  of  Duval  county  at  the  November 
election  of  that  year.  He  was  nominated  over  three 
opponents,  having  a plurality  of  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  in  the  first  primary  and  a majority  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty-three  in  the  second.  This  indi- 


cates his  personal  popularity  with  the  voting  public 
of  the  county  and  is  also  an  evidence  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  as  a citizen.  He  entered  into  the 
campaign  zealously  and  earnestly  with  a policy  that 
won  the  hearts  of  the  public,  and  on  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1913,  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office,  which  he 
has  since  promptly  and  faithfully  executed,  his  course 
justifying  the  faith  reposed  in  him  by  his  constit- 
uents. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February,  1895,  Mr.  Dowling  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Murphy,  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  and  they  have  one  son  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Hamilton  and  Margaret.  They  occupy  a beauti- 
ful home  at  No.  258  West  Fifth  street,  which  is  the 
abode  of  warm-hearted  and  gracious  hospitality.  In 
fraternal  circles  Mr.  Dowling  is  well  and  widely 
known.  He  belongs  to  the  order  of  Railroad  Con- 
ductors, in  which  he  was  formerly  active,  serving  for 
two  terms  as  chief  conductor  of  the  local  lodge  and 
twice  as  international  representative  to  the  Conduct- 
ors’ Convention.  At  the  Boston  convention  in  1909* 
he  invited  the  convention  to  meet  in  Jacksonville 
in  1911  and  the  invitation  was  accepted.  His  name  is 
likewise  on  the  membership  rolls  of  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  while  in  Masonry  he  has  attained  high  rank, 
taking  the  degrees  of  the  York  and  Scottish  rites 
and  crossing  the  sands  of  the  desert  with  the  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  popular  and  prominent 
in  these  different  organizations,  to  the  teachings  and 
principles  of  which  he  is  ever  loyal. 


BENJAMIN  JAMES  SHEPARD. 

One  of  the  most  enterprising,  progressive  and  pub- 
lic-spirited young  men  of  Miami  is  Benjamin  James 
Shepard,  now  in  the  second  year  of  his  able  service 
as  clerk  of  the  criminal  court  of  record  of  Dade 
county.  He  was  born  in  West  Boyleston,  Massachu- 
setts, May  31,  1887,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  Albion 
and  Addie  Clara  (Doyle)  Shepard,  residents  of  Plud- 
son,  New  Hampshire. 

When  Benjamin  J.  Shepard  was  five  years  of  age 
he  accompanied  his  parents  from  Massachusetts  to 
Hudson  and  there  spent  his  youth,  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  He  was  later  graduated 
from  the  Nashua  (N.  H.)  high  school  and  supple- 
mented this  by  two  and  one-half  years  at  Middlebury 
College  of  Vermont.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Boston  & Maine  Railroad  at 
Nashua  as  a yard  clerk  and  retained  that  position 
until  August,  1906,  when  he  came  to  Florida  and 
settled  in  Jacksonville,  becoming  a clerk  in  the  office 
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of  B.  F.  Dillon,  late  superintendent  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  in  that  city.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  Mr.  Shepard  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Southern  Express  Company  and  was  sent  to 
Miami,  where  he  worked  in  the  interests  of  that 
concern  until  March,  1908,  when  he  resigned  in  order 
to  become  deputy  clerk  of  the  Dade  county  criminal 
court  of  record,  under  H.  Dale  Miller.  He  served 
for  three  years  and  then  succeeded  Mr.  Miller  in  the 
office,  having  been  elected  to  the  clerkship  in  Novem- 
ber, 1912,  for  a four-year  term.  He  has  proved  able, 
conscientious  and  discriminating  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,  his  work  being  at  all  times  constructive  and 
public-spirited. 

Mr.  Shepard  is  at  present  studying  law  and  looks 
forward  to  his  admission  to  the  Florida  bar  in  the 
near  future.  He  married  on  the  7th  of  June,  1911, 
Miss  Mary  K.  Worley,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
George  A.  Worley,  a prominent  lawyer  in  Miami  and 
at  present  a member  of  the  Florida  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. Fraternally  Mr.  Shepard  is  affiliated  with 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose  and  he  is  well  known  in  the  Miami  and 
Tarpon  Clubs.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  progressive 
citizen,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all  public  matters, 
and  all  with  whom  he  is  associated  entertain  for  him 
the  highest  regard  and  esteem. 


PROFESSOR  ARTHUR  WYANDT  MOFIN. 

Educational  interests  of  Key  West  find  a worthy 
representative  in  Professor  Arthur  Wyandt  Mohn, 
president  of  the  Ruth  Hargrove  Institute,  who  is  de- 
voting his  life  largely  to  educational  work  and  by 
reason  of  his  high  ideals  and  excellent  standards  has 
done  a great  deal  of  permanent  and  lasting  work  in 
promoting  the  intellectual  advancement  of  the  various 
localities  in  which  he  has  made  his  home.  He  was 
born  in  Huntsville,  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  the  Rev. 
Martin  Burkett  Mohn,  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
by  vocation  a Methodist  clergyman.  The  father  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  ministerial  work  in  the 
Buckeye  state  for  the  past  thirty-five  years  and  is 
now  pastor  of  a church  at  Nova,  Ohio,  where  he  is 
held  in  high  regard  and  esteem  as  a man  whose  life 
conforms  in  every  particular  to  the  doctrines  in  which 
he  believes.  The  paternal  branch  of  this  family  is 
of  German  origin  and  was  founded  in  America  by 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review, 
who  emigrated  from  Germany  at  an  early  period  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  made  his  home. 
Professor  Mohn’s  mother,  who  was  in  her  maiden- 


hood Virginia  Ella  Wyandt,  was  born  in  Ohio  but 
is  of  English  lineage,  her  ancestors  having  belonged 
to  the  nobility  in  England.  This  family  also  is  of 
old  American  establishment,  its  representatives  hav- 
ing emigrated  first  to  Virginia  and  thence  to  Ohio. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Professor 
Arthur  W.  Mohn  attended  public  school  in  his  native 
state  and  afterward  was  a student  at  the  Ohio  North- 
ern University  of  Ada.  Fie  later  entered  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware  and  from  this  in- 
stitution was  graduated  in  1906  as  a Bachelor  of 
Literature.  Previous  to  this  time,  however,  he  had 
taken  up  the  vocation  of  a teacher  and  in  this  way 
was  able  to  pay  his  own  way  through  college.  For 
two  years  after  his  graduation  from  the  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan University  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  state 
of  Kentucky,  rising  to  be  assistant  principal  of  the 
Bennett  Memorial  School  of  London,  that  state,  an 
institution  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Women’s  Home  Mission  Department  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  South.  In  recognition  of  able, 
constructive  and  beneficial  work  he  was  in  1908  trans- 
ferred to  the  presidency  of  the  Ruth  Hargrove  Insti- 
tute at  Key  West  and  this  position  he  has  filed  with 
credit  and  ability  since  that  time.  The  Ruth  Har- 
grove Institute  was  established  in  Key  West  in  1898 
by  the  Women’s  Home  Mission  Department  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and  has  had  a 
remarkable  growth  since  that  time,  having  at  present 
a faculty  of  eighteen  teachers  and  an  enrollment  of 
more  than  six  hundred  students  of  both  sexes.  Al- 
though the  school  was  founded  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Methodist  church  it  is  nonsectarian  and  other 
denominations  are  represented  in  both  the  faculty 
and  the  student  body.  The  institution  is  a junior 
college  and  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  thorough 
of  its  kind  in  the  country,  its  graduates  being  pre- 
pared to  enter  the  junior  class  of  most  American  col- 
leges. In  addition  to  the  regular  course  of  studies 
there  are  musical  and  commercial  departments  also,  in 
the  latter  of  which  are  taught  bookkeeping,  stenog- 
raphy and  typewriting.  The  institute  is  fortunate 
in  having  at  its  head  so  forceful,  able  and  talented 
a man  as  Professor  Mohn,  who  in  the  course  of  his 
long  period  of  identification  with  school  matters  has 
become  a recognized  leader  in  this  field.  Fie  is  not 
only  a teacher  but  an  administrator  and  besides  keep- 
ing the  Ruth  Hargrove  Institute  up  to  the  highest 
educational  standards  manages  it  on  a businesslike 
and  profitable  basis. 

At  Delaware,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1908,  Pro- 
fessor Mohn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Stella 
Juanita  Fruth,  also  a graduate  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University.  They  have  two  children:  Richard 

Wyandt,  born  July  7,  1909:  and  Elizabeth  Edna,  born 
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May  9,  1912.  Professor  Mohn  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and  fraternally 
is  connected  with  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi.  He  has  re- 
cently become  interested  in  citrus  fruit  culture,  hav- 
ing purchased  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  Redland 
district  of  Dade  county,  on  which  there  is  now  a 
ten-acre  bearing  grapefruit  grove.  His  political  al- 
legiance is  given  to  the  Democratic  party  and  while  at 
all  times  he  is  interested  in  political  affairs,  he  has 
never  been  a politician  in  the  usually  accepted  sense 
of  the  term.  He  is  never  neglectful  of  the  duties  of 
citizenship,  however,  and  his  influence  has  been  a 
tangible  force  for  good  in  the  community. 


MICHAEL  M.  SMITH. 

Michael  M.  Smith  occupies  a position  of  distinction 
in  financial  circles  of  Florida  as  the  founder  and  pro- 
moter of  several  safe  and  conservative  banks,  the 
expansion  of  which  has  had  an  important  effect  upon 
the  financial  history  of  the  state.  He  is  now  president 
of  the  Orlando  Bank  & Trust  Company  and  president 
of  the  Peoples  Bank  of  Sanford  and  the  Bank  of 
Oviedo.  He  was  born  in  Tattnall  county,  Georgia, 
and  is  a son  of  James  B.  and  Georgia  (Sikes)  Smith, 
both  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  The  father  engaged  in 
farming  and  was  also  prominent  in  public  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  a representative  in  the  state  legislature  and  rep- 
resenting his  district  in  the  senate  when  the  capital  of 
Georgia  was  located  in  Milledgville  and  afterward 
when  it  was  moved  to  Atlanta. 

Michael  M.  Smith  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  section  and  after  he  laid  aside 
his  books  clerked  in  a general  store  for  seven  years. 
He  became  prominent  in  Georgia  as  a dealer  in  naval 
stores  and  continued  his  identification  with  that  line  of 
work  after  he  came  to  Columbia  county,  Florida,  in 
1891.  He  later  returned  to  his  native  state  but  in  1899 
came  again  to  Florida,  where  he  dealt  in  naval  stores 
and  operated  turpentine  stills,  buying  and  selling  tur- 
pentine timber.  He  located  in  Winter  Park  and  with 
that  city  as  his  headquarters  did  a large  timber  busi- 
ness through  the  state. 

During  all  of  this  time  Mr.  Smith  had  been  active  in 
financial  circles  and  to  his  initiative  spirit  and  organiz- 
ing ability  is  due  the  foundation  of  many  of  the  most 
important  financial  institutions  in  this  section  of  Flor- 
ida. He  organized  the  Peoples  Bank  of  Sanford  and 
has  been  its  president  since  that  time,  holding  a similar 
office  in  the  Bank  of  Oviedo,  which  he  organized  in 
May,  1912.  He  is  also  well  known  as  one  of  the  direc- 
tors in  the  Bank  of  Winter  Garden,  an  institution 
which  he  founded  in  1908  and  which  is  considered  the 


best  bank  in  Florida.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Orlando  Bank  & Trust  Company,  serving  as 
vice  president  until  the  death  of  Judge  Beggs  in  1910, 
when  he  was  elected  president.  He  is  an  excellent 
financier,  for  his  progressiveness  is  tempered  by  a 
safe  conservatism  which  keeps  the  institutions  with 
which  he  is  connected  among  the  safest  and  most  re- 
liable banks  in  the  south. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Kate  Fry,  of  Valdosta, 
Georgia,  a daughter  of  Noah  E.  and  Fannie  (Keller) 
Fry,  the  former  for  a number  of  years  a railroad  of- 
ficial and  a dealer  in  naval  stores.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
became  the  parents  of  four  children,  Charley  Estelle, 
Mary  Alberta,  Kate  Louise  and  Michael  M.,  Jr.  Mrs. 
Smith  passed  away  in  October,  1906. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that 
church,  and  while  a resident  of  Winter  Park  served  as 
trustee.  He  is  also  trustee  of  the  Winter  Park  high 
school.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Benev- 
olent Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  He  is  not  active  in  politics,  because  he  is 
preeminently  a business  man — energetic,  determined 
and  progressive,  keeping  in  touch  with  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  line  of  business  in  which  he  has  so  long 
been  engaged.  He  is  resourceful,  energetic  and  far- 
sighted and  the  success  which  has  come  to  him  is  well 
merited  and  has  been  most  worthily  used. 


HEMMING  M.  BREAKER. 

Hemming  M.  Breaker,  controlling  important  real- 
estate  interests  in  Kissimmee  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  H.  M.  Breaker  & Company,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  and  spent  his  early  life  in  Tennessee,  whither 
he  went  with  his  parents  when  he  was  six  years  of 
age.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  state  and  after  he  had  laid  aside  his  books 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  machinery  there, 
becoming  well  known  and  prominent  in  business  cir- 
cles of  Chattanooga.  He  worked  for  twelve  years 
on  the  operation  of  the  incline  to  Lookout  mountain 
and  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  the  interests 
of  the  section,  serving  for  three  years  as  park  com- 
missioner. 

Mr.  Breaker  came  to  Florida  in  1909  and  settled 
in  Kissimmee,  where  in  the  same  year  he  organized 
the  firm  of  H.  M.  Breaker  & Company,  dealers  in 
real  estate.  The  company  is  composed  of  H.  M. 
Breaker  and  J.  A.  Barclay,  and  they  do  a very  exten- 
sive real-estate  business,  handling  a great  deal  of 
valuable  property.  They  are  especially  interested 
in  the  development  and  exploitation  of  surburban  ad- 
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ditions  and  in  this  way  have  done  important,  valuable 
and  lasting  work  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Breaker  is  known  as  an  expert  judge  of  land 
values  and  he  is,  moreover,  a resourceful,  far-sighted 
and  energetic  business  man,  his  standards  and  high 
ideals  being  important  forces  in  his  continued  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Breaker  married  Miss  Jennie  E.  Brown,  a na- 
tive of  Ringgold,  Georgia,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  sons:  Charles  M.,  who  is  a carpenter 

in  Kissimmee ; and  Clem  W.,  who  is  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  the  same  city.  Mr.  Breaker  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  fraternally  is  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  Essentially  progressive  and  public-spirited 
in  matters  of  citizenship,  he  has  since  his  arrival  in 
Kissimmee  thoroughly  identified  his  interests  with 
those  of  the  city,  giving  his  active  and  helpful  cooper- 
ation to  all  movements  and  projects  for  the  general 
good.  He  is  now  in  the  second  term  of  his  service  as 
a member  of  the  city  council  and  is  acting  with  great 
ability  and  foresight  as  chairman  of  the  street  and 
sanitary  committees.  He  is  always  to  be  found  among 
the  leaders  in  any  work  of  progress,  reform  or  ad- 
vancement and  his  name  has  come  to  be  regarded  as 
a synonym  for  business  integrity  and  high  ideals  of 
public  service. 


WILLIAM  S.  WILSON. 

The  career  of  William  S.  Wilson  connects  him 
closely  with  important  railway  construction  of  the 
south  and  at  present  he  is  interested  heavily  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Malone,  being  also  identified  with 
the  Alabama,  Florida  & Southern  Railroad  operated 
in  connection  with  the  lumber  manufacturing  estab- 
lishment in  which  he  is  interested  with  E.  L.  Mar- 
bury.  Born  at  Gordon,  Alabama,  December  9,  1868, 
Mr.  Wilson  is  a son  of  John  P.  and  Ella  (Smith)  Wil- 
son, both  natives  of  Alabama.  The  maternal  grand- 
mother was  a native  of  Marianna,  Florida,  and  her 
family  were  numbered  among  the  old  settlers  of 
Florida.  The  father  still  makes  his  home  in  Alabama, 
where  he  has  followed  farming  throughout  his  active 
life,  but  the  mother  has  passed  away.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows : William  S., 

of  this  review;  Bonnie  Pearl  and  Annie  Rosa,  both 
deceased;  Hosea  E.,  a planter  of  Dothan,  Alabama; 
Callie  D.,  the  deceased  wife  of  E.  L.  Marbury,  of 
Malone,  Florida;  and  John  T.,  also  of  Malone. 

William  S.  Wilson  was  reared  at  home  and, 
grounded  in  the  old-fashioned  virtues  of  honesty  and 
industry,  receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  near 


his  father’s  farm.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  and  then  his  desire  to 
see  the  world  and  make  his  own  way  led  him  to  run 
away.  Fie  came  to  Ocala,  Florida,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Silver  Springs,  Ocala  & Gulf  Rail- 
road, remaining  in  that  connection  for  about  one  year, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  removed  to  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  being  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  Georgia 
Pacific  Railroad  for  a similar  period  of  time  before 
returning  to  Florida  to  engage  in  a similar  line  of 
work.  He  did  contracting  for  the  Alabama  & Mid- 
land Railroad  and  was  also  connected  with  the  Colum- 
bus Southern  Railroad  before  his  connection  with 
the  Seaboard  line.  He  then  removed  to  Dothan,  Ala- 
bama, where  he  engaged  in  furnishing  railroad  ties 
in  the  year  1890,  and  was  highly  successful  as  gen- 
eral tie  contractor  for  the  old  Plant  system.  He 
was  also  for  some  time  connected  with  agricultural 
interests  but  the  greater  part  of  his  time  has  been 
devoted  to  railroad  work.  He  now  has  valuable  lum- 
ber interests,  being  associated  with  E.  L.  Marbury 
in  saw-milling  and  also  owning  in  partnership  with 
that  gentleman  the  Alabama,  Florida  & Southern, 
which  was  built  to  improve  their  transportation  facil- 
ities. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Addie 
Anderson,  of  Alabama,  and  of  this  union  were  born 
Williams  S.,  Jr.,  and  Joe  Porter.  In  his  political  af- 
filiations Mr.  Wilson  is  a democrat  and  stanchly 
supports  the  measures  and  candidates  of  that  party. 
Public-spirited  and  progressive,  he  takes  interest  in  all 
such  movements  as  affect  the  public  welfare  and  has 
ever  been  found  ready  to  give  his  influence  to  any 
proposals  that  are  intended  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  people  along  material  and  moral  lines.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Masonic  body,  in 
which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Shrine.  Religiously  he  is  a Metho- 
dist. A man  of  varied  and  important  interests,  Mr. 
Wilson  has  been  a cooperant  and  helpful  factor  in 
the  upbuilding  of  his  section  and  is  a man  who  is 
highly  and  justly  esteemed  for  his  many  sterling 
traits  of  character  which  entitle  him  to  a foremost 
position  among  his  fellow  citizens. 


ALBERT  SEPHUS  EDWARDS. 

Albert  Sephus  Edwards,  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Escambia  county  and  by  virtue  of  able,  far-sighted 
and  successful  work  in  this  position  a force  in  edu- 
cational circles  of  Florida,  was  born  in  Ponce  De 
Leon,  Holmes  county,  May  10,  1884.  He  is  a son 
of  Cullen  B.  and  Elizabeth  Josephine  (Parrish)  Ed- 
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wards,  the  former  a native  of  Edgecombe  county, 
North  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Holmes  county,  Flor- 
ida. The  father  was  reared  in  Randolph  county, 
Georgia,  and  about  the  year  1867  moved  to  Florida,  set- 
tling near  Ponce  De  Leon,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1894.  In  politics 
he  supported  the  democratic  party  and  his  religious 
views  were  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist 
church.  He  was  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having 
served  during  that  conflict  as  a soldier  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of  Albert 
Parrish,  a prominent  farmer  of  Holmes  county.  She 
has  also  passed  away,  her  death  having  occurred  near 
Ponce  De  Leon,  June  25,  1912.  In  their  family  were 
four  children,  Robert  Joseph,  Mary,  Margaret  and 
Albert  Sephus. 

The  last  named  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  western  Florida  and  since  the  beginning  of 
his  independent  career  has  been  connected  with  school 
affairs,  being  one  of  the  best  known  educators  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  For  a time  he  engaged  in  teaching 
and  his  ability  soon  carried  him  forward  into  impor- 
tant educational  relations,  winning  him  widespread 
recognition  and  election  to  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  schools  of  Escambia  county,  in  which  he  is  now 
serving.  In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  has  given 
the  utmost  satisfaction,  being  not  only  a well  edu- 
cated man  but  also  an  excellent  executive,  with  perfect 
control  over  those  under  his  charge  and  the  power  of 
instilling  in  them  something  of  his  own  zeal  and  en- 
thusiasm. 

Mr.  Edwards  married,  at  Roberts,  Florida,  June  26, 
1907,  Miss  Julia  Maude  Coker,  who  was  born  in  that 
city,  June  16,  1888.  They  have  two  children  : Lovena, 
who  was  born  at  Bluffsprings,  Florida,  in  March, 
1908;  and  Thomas  Cullen,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Roberts,  in  July,  1910. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  supports  the  democratic  party  and,  while  never 
an  office  seeker,  as  a progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen  takes  a commendable  interest  in  all  enterprises 
which  he  deems  calculated  to  promote  the  intellectual, 
moral  and  material  welfare  of  the  community. 


GEORGE  WRENN  NEVILLE. 

A history  of  Dunnellon  would  be  incomplete  and  un- 
satisfactory were  there  failure  to  make  prominent  ref- 
erence to  George  Wrenn  Neville,  who  has  been  closely 
associated  with  its  development  and  material  upbuild- 
ing through  the  conduct  of  various  important  business 
enterprises.  He  is  now  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Dunnel- 


lon, secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Dunnellon  Ice 
Company,  also  of  the  Dunnellon  Supply  Company  and 
postmaster  of  the  city,  and  while  promoting  individual 
success  has  also  contributed  in  large  measure  to  gen- 
eral prosperity.  He  was  born  January  26,  1870,  a son 
of  A.  L.  and  Nancy  M.  (Powers)  Neville,  who  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina.  The  family  is  of  English 
origin  and  both  the  father  and  mother  came  of  old 
colonial  stock,  represented  in  North  Carolina  from 
early  days.  The  mother  was  reared  in  Alabama  and 
A.  L.  Neville  spent  his  youth  in  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi. They  were  married  in  the  former  state  but  for 
many  years  were  residents  of  Mississippi,  where  the 
father  passed  away  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
while  his  wife  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 
He  was  a commission  man  before  the  war  and  after- 
ward went  upon  the  road  as  a traveling  salesman. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  George  W.  Neville  was 
a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  The  latter’s  brother, 
James  IT.  Neville,  of  Gulfport,  Mississippi,  is  a promi- 
nent attorney,  who  has  served  as  district  judge  and 
has  been  a recognized  leader  in  political  circles  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  Another  brother,  R.  F.  Neville, 
is  vice  president  of  the  T.  G.  Bush  Grocery  Company, 
wholesalers  of  Mobile,  Alabama. 

George  W.  Neville  is  the  youngest  of  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters are  living.  He  was  reared  in  Mississippi,  to  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  and  when  a youth  of  fifteen  he 
began  learning  telegraphy  at  Waynesboro,  Mississippi, 
becoming  quite  proficient  as  an  operator  in  nine  months. 
In  1887  lie  made  his  way  to  Florida,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  six  months,  and  was  the  first  tele- 
graph operator  who  had  a key  at  Fort  Tampa.  He 
afterward  returned  to  Alabama,  where  he  wTas  em- 
ployed as  a telegraph  operator  and  also  in  Louisiana. 
He  returned  to  Florida  on  the  8th  of  December,  1894, 
and  was  agent  at  Juliette  for  seven  years,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Dunnellon,  where  he  acted  as  agent  for 
three  years.  He  then  resigned  that  position  and  organ- 
ized the  Bank  of  Dunnellon  on  the  20th  of  July,  1904, 
becoming  its  cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since 
served.  The  bank  was  capitalized  for  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  which  has  since  been  increased  to  sixty-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  deposits  now  amount  to  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  It  is  a state 
bank  and  Mr.  Neville  has  been  in  charge  since  its  or- 
ganization, its  success  being  directly  attributable  to  his 
efforts.  The  Dunnellon  Supply  Company,  which  is  a 
partnership  concern,  was  formed  in  1907  and  Mr.  Ne- 
ville has  since  been  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1910 
the  Dunnellon  Ice  Company  was  incorporated,  Mr. 
Neville  being  one  of  its  founders  and  continuously 
occupying  the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  These  various  business  inter- 
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ests  are  stimulated  and  promoted  by  the  guidance  and 
sound  judgment  of  Mr.  Neville,  a resourceful,  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  business  man,  who  carries  his 
plans  forward  to  successful  completion.  The  Western 
Union  Company  has  its  office  in  the  Bank  of  Dunnellon 
and  Mr.  Neville  frequently  acts  as  operator.  He  also 
has  a large  fire  insurance  business  and  is  filling  the 
position  of  postmaster  of  the  town,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  on  the  8th  of  December,  1910. 

In  1905  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Neville  and 
Miss  Julia  Kate  Litchliter,  a native  of  Louisiana  and  a 
daughter  of  J.  H.  Litchliter,  now  deceased.  The  two 
children  of  this  marriage  are  Andrew  L.  and  Inez 
Vivian.  Mr.  Neville  votes  with  the  republican  party 
where  national  issues  are  involved.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masons  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  His  has  been  an  active,  useful  and  well  spent 
life.  He  forms  his  plans  readily  and  is  determined 
in  their  execution  and  he  labors  just  as  consistently 
and  zealously  for  matters  of  public  moment  as  he  does 
in  the  advancement  of  his  individual  interests. 


FRANK  M.  IRONMONGER. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  Frank  M.  Ironmonger 
has  been  a representative  of  the  Clyde  Line  Steamship 
Company  and  since  1882  has  made  his  home  in  Jack- 
sonville, where  as  an  officer  of  the  company  he  has 
made  an  excellent  record  by  reason  of  his  obliging 
manner,  his  courtesy  and  his  helpfulness  to  the  travel- 
ing public  and  his  loyalty  to  the  corporation  which  he 
represents.  Jacksonville  numbers  him  among  her 
highly  esteemed  citizens  and  Virginia  claims  him  as  a 
native  son,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Portsmouth, 
that  state,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853.  His  early  youth 
was  spent  in  that  city,  where  he  remained  until  1863, 
when  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Civil  war  he  and 
his  mother  took  refuge  in  Fluvanna  county,  Virginia. 
There  he  remained  until  November,  1864,  when  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years  and  eight  months  he  joined  the  Six- 
teenth Regiment  of  Virginia  Infantry,  becoming  an 
enlisted  soldier  of  the  Confederate  army.  His  regi- 
ment was  attached  to  Weisiger’s  Brigade,  Mahone’s 
Division,  A.  P.  Hill’s  corps  of  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Ironmonger  was  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  brigade  quartermaster.  His  military  record 
has  been  written  as  follows: 

“The  boyish  enthusiasm  which  incited  him  to  offer 
himself  for  his  country  sustained  him  through  the  tre- 
mendous conflicts  which  followed,  and  he  conducted 
himself  as  a gallant  soldier  to  the  end.  His  office  was 
by  no  means  a sinecure,  and  he  was  frequently  under 


fire.  For  a few  weeks  he  acted  as  a courier  for  Gen- 
eral Mahone  and  was  almost  constantly  in  positions 
of  danger.  During  his  service  he  witnessed  the  fight- 
ing about  Petersburg,  ending  with  the  evacuation  April 
2,  1865,  and  on  the  retreat  he  was  in  the  battle  of 
Sailor’s  Creek.  At  Appomatox  he  witnessed  the  last 
conflict  of  the  armies,  and  saw  General  Custer  ride 
into  the  Confederate  lines,  waving  a white  handker- 
chief over  his  head,  and,  following  the  dashing  Federal 
officer  to  General  Lee’s  tent,  he  stood  nearby  during 
the  interview  with  the  chief  of  the  Confederate  armies. 
After  the  surrender  young  Ironmonger  received  the 
following  parole  : 

“Appomatox  Court  House,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 

“The  bearer,  F.  M.  Ironmonger,  courier  for  Wei- 
siger’s brigade,  quartermaster,  a paroled  prisoner  of 
the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  has  permission  to  go 
to  his  home  and  there  remain  undisturbed. 

“D.  A.  Weisiger, 
“Brig-Gen.,  commanding  Brigade.” 

On  December  14,  1905,  he  was  presented  with  a 
medal  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  of  the 
state  of  Florida  to  the  youngest  soldier  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  which  reads  thus:  “Presented  by  the 

United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  State  of  Flor- 
ida, to  the  youngest  soldier  in  the  Confederate  army, 
1861-1865.”  Of  this  Mr.  Ironmonger  is  very  proud, 
as  he  may  well  be.  When  paroled  Frank  M.  Iron- 
monger was  but  twelve  years,  one  month  and  six  days 
of  age.  He  returned  to  Fluvanna  county  to  find  his 
home  devastated  and  then  went  to  Richmond,  whence 
he  proceeded  to  his  native  city  of  Portsmouth.  A boy 
in  years,  he  had  had  a man’s  experience  in  all  those 
things  which  test  the  character,  prove  the  endurance 
and  call  out  the  manliness  of  the  individual.  He  soon 
obtained  a position  on  the  Norfolk  & Petersburg  Rail- 
road, of  which  his  old  commander.  General  Mahone, 
was  the  president.  Fie  spent  three  years  in  that  con- 
nection and  then  realizing  the  necessity  and  the  value 
of  education  entered  the  Webster  Institute  of  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1870.  He  then  went  to  New  York  city,  where 
for  five  years  he  filled  a position  as  bookkeeper,  and 
subsequently  was  in  the  railroad  service  until  1882, 
residing  during  that  period  in  Baltimore  and  in  New 
York.  At  a later  date  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Clyde  Steamship  Company  in  New  York  and  since 
1886  has  made  his  home  in  Jacksonville,  where  for 
many  years  he  has  been  well  known  to  the  traveling 
public  as  the  general  Florida  passenger  agent  of  the 
Clyde  Line. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1890,  Mr.  Ironmonger 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susie  E.  Lorimier  of 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  they  have  four  living  children : 
Frank  M.,  Lorraine,  Morton  T.  and  Cornelius.  Mr. 
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Ironmonger  is  devoted  to  his  family,  finding  his  great- 
est happiness  and  enjoyment  at  his  own  fireside.  He 
is,  however,  a loyal  member  of  several  fraternal  or- 
ganizations, belonging  to  the  various  branches  of 
Masonry,  including  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the  Elks;  and 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge.  The  same  spirit  of 
loyalty  and  courage  which  characterized  the  boy  soldier 
has  been  manifest  in  his  every  relation  of  life  and  has 
gained  for  him  the  same  sterling  regard  which  was 
entertained  for  him  when  in  his  early  youth  he  de- 
fended the  flag  of  his  loved  southland.  He  is  now 
equally  loyal  in  all  matters  of  citizenship  which  have 
to  do  with  the  welfare  of  city,  state  and  nation. 


JUDGE  THOMAS  MALCOLM  MURPHY. 

Judge  Thomas  Malcolm  Murphy,  who  is  serving 
with  ability  and  distinction  as  county  judge  of  Osceola 
county,  has  been  a resident  of  Kissimmee  since  1885 
and  during  the  intervening  period  has  by  his  well  di- 
rected activities  constituted  himself  a force  in  busi- 
ness, social  and  political  development.  He  was  born 
in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  spent  his  early  life  in 
that  city,  acquiring  his  education  in  its  public  schools. 
Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  joining  Company  A,  New  Jersey  National 
Guard,  at  Trenton,  in  April,  1861.  After  the  expira- 
tion of  his  three  months’  term  of  enlistment  he  became 
a member  of  Company  I,  Second  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  and  as  a private  went  to  the  front,  tak- 
ing part  in  the  battle  of  Winchester  and  the  campaign 
through  the  Shenandoah  valley  under  General  Sheri- 
dan. He  was  in  Custer’s  division  and  remained  in  it 
until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomatox,  after  which 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  as  major. 

With  a creditable  military  record  Judge  Murphy 
returned  to  New  Jersey  and  there  remained  until  1873, 
when  he  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  remaining  in  that  state  until 
he  came  to  Florida  in  1885.  He  settled  immediately 
in  Kissimmee  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate 
business,  his  interests  gradually  centering  upon  the 
development  of  his  own  orange  groves.  He  had  val- 
uable and  productive  holdings  and  his  prosperity  in- 
creased yearly  until  the  great  freeze  of  1895  destroyed 
his  trees  and  left  him  with  his  fortune  seriously  im- 
paired. He  secured  a position  as  a bookkeeper  and 
gradually  by  hard  work,  ability  and  industry  again 
worked  his  way  upward  to  success,  becoming  a power 
in  business  circles,  where  he  was  known  as  an  organizer 
and  promoter.  He  aided  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Osceola  ’Phone  Company,  of  which  he  served  as  presi- 


dent for  six  years,  much  of  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise being  due  to  his  able  management. 

For  a number  of  years  past  Judge  Murphy  has  been 
prominent  in  local  politics  and  in  important  public 
positions  has  given  to  his  fellow  citizens  the  services  of 
a sincere,  far-sighted  and  reliable  business  man  as  well 
as  an  able  politician.  He  was  mayor  of  Kissimmee  for 
four  years,  his  service  extending  from  1907  to  1910 
inclusive,  and  during  his  administration  much  con- 
structive work  was  accomplished  along  lines  of  mu- 
nicipal development,  for  the  waterworks  plant  was 
built,  sewers  were  constructed  and  many  lines  of  side- 
walk laid.  He  left  the  office  of  mayor  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  county  judge  of  Osceola 
county  and  his  able  service  won  him  election  to  the 
position  in  1912.  Fie  has  proven  discreet,  conscien- 
tious and  far-sighted  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and 
his  services  have  been  distinguished  by  impartiality 
of  judgment  and  sincerity  of  purpose. 

Judge  Murphy  has  been  twice  married.  While  still 
a resident  of  New  Jersey  he  wedded  Miss  Virginia 
Field,  of  that  state,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Maud,  who  married  W.  B.  Wakinson, 
a merchant  of  Kissimmee.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Judge  Murphy  married  Mrs.  Carrie  H. 
Cunningham,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  they  had  four- 
teen children,  twelve  of  whom  survive.  Judge  Murphy 
is  well  known  in  General  O.  Howard  Post,  No.  35, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  serving  for  the  second  time  as 
commander.  During  the  years  of  his  residence  in 
Kissimmee  he  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  city  and  has  done  everything  in  his 
power  to  promote  its  growth  along  all  lines.  His  is  a 
splendid  example  of  the  power  and  force  of  honorable 
manhood,  of  earnest  effort  and  high  principle.  Success- 
ful in  business  and  political  life  as  well,  his  salient 
characteristics  are  such  as  make  for  good  citizenship 
in  any  community  and  which  win  the  esteem,  con- 
fidence and  good-will  of  all. 


REV.  ALEXANDER  BRINGIAS  FRIEND,  S.  J. 

For  over  fifteen  years  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman 
Catholic  church,  known  as  the  “Star  of  the  Sea”  of 
Key  West,  Father  Alexander  Bringias  Friend  has 
made  valuable  contribution  to  the  upbuilding  of  Chris- 
tian citizenship,  for  the  words  by  which  he  guides  his 
people  are  words  of  wisdom.  They  have  sunk  deep 
into  many  hearts  and  have  borne  fruit  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  have  come  under  his  influence.  Although 
he  has  done  invaluable  service  in  extending  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Church  of  Rome,  he  is  beloved  by  members 
of  all  Christian  denominations,  for  his  high  purposes 
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are  such  as  to  incite  general  admiration.  A native  of 
Bern,  Switzerland,  he  was  born  on  May  7,  1849,  a son 
of  Joseph  Friend,  who  was  a civil  engineer  by  pro- 
fession. Both  his  parents  passed  away  in  their  native 
country. 

Father  Friend  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Austria  and  France.  He  studied  the  com- 
mon branches  in  the  Austrian  schools,  graduating  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  and  then  passed  six  years  in 
higher  institutions  of  learning  in  France,  where  he 
completed  a full  university  course  embracing  higher 
mathematics,  Latin,  Greek  and  French.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landing  at  New 
York,  whence  he  proceeded  immediately  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  joined  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  entering 
at  once  upon  his  ecclesiastical  studies.  He  spent  four 
years  in  St.  Charles  College  of  St.  Landry  parish, 
Louisiana,  after  which  for  four  years  he  continued  his 
studies  in  Woodstock  College  of  Maryland.  He  was 
ordained  in  1882  and  was  then  sent  as  a Jesuit  mis- 
sionary to  Alabama  and  Georgia.  In  1889  he  went  to 
Europe,  passing  one  year  in  study  in  Spain.  Return- 
ing to  this  country,  he  continued  missionary  work  in 
Alabama  and  Georgia  for  several  years,  having  alto- 
gether devoted  fifteen  years  of  his  life  to  that  work  in 
those  two  states.  In  1897  he  took  charge  of  the  Jesuit 
parish  in  Tampa,  Florida,  and  in  1898  was  transferred 
to  St.  Mary’s  at  Key  West,  which  church  he  has  served 
as  its  priest  ever  since. 

Father  Friend  has  labored  faithfully  in  the  work  of 
his  parish  for  fifteen  years  and  has  become  more  and 
more  beloved  by  all  classes  of  people  as  his  high  qual- 
ities of  mind  have  become  recognized.  Not  only  has 
he  strength  of  character  and  intellectual  power  but  that 
kindly  spirit  and  ready  sympathy  which  make  him 
popular  wherever  known.  To  any  person  in  trouble 
he  is  a most  sympathetic  friend.  His  character  is 
Christian  in  a sense  rarely  met  with.  Of  a gentle,  un- 
selfish and  sympathetic  disposition,  he  is  not  only  en- 
joying the  deep  esteem  of  the  members  of  his  church 
but  of  people  of  all  denominations  and  in  fact  all  citi- 
zens of  Key  West. 


H.  CARL  DANN. 

Although  FI.  Carl  Dann  is  still  young  he  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  and  prosperous  business  men  of 
Orlando,  for  he  is  connected  with  a great  many  of  the 
most  important  commercial  and  industrial  enterprises 
of  the  city.  He  was  born  September  15,  1884,  and  is 
a son  of  Hanford  and  Mary  (Graves)  Dann,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  Georgia. 
They  have  resided  for  a number  of  years  in  South 
Carolina. 


H.  Carl  Dann  acquired  a public-school  education  and 
after  laying  aside  his  books  worked  as  a clerk  in  a 
grocery  store  and  as  a traveling  salesman,  holding  the 
latter  position  for  four  years.  Since  coming  to  Or- 
lando he  has  enjoyed  a prosperous  business  career,  his 
industry,  energy  and  initiative  carrying  him  forward 
into  important  relations  with  business  interests.  He 
is  vice  president  of  the  Orange  County  Investment 
Company ; sales  manager  of  the  Concord  Park  Devel- 
opment Company;  vice  president  of  the  Orlando,  San- 
ford & Kissimmee  Railway  Company ; and  a director 
in  the  Orlando  Sanitarium.  All  of  his  business  inter- 
ests are  carefully  and  ably  conducted  and  he  stands 
today  among  the  deservedly  successful  men  of 
Orlando. 

In  1904  Mr.  Dann  married  Miss  Louise  Gile,  of  At- 
lanta, Florida,  and  they  have  one  son,  Carl  Morris. 
Mr.  Dann  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Red  Men,  the  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Sons  of  America.  He  is  one  of  the  well  known  and 
progressive  young  men  of  Orlando,  active  and  enter- 
prising in  business,  progressive  in  citizenship,  and  his 
intelligently-directed  efforts  are  making  the  enterprises 
with  which  he  is  connected  important  forces  in  general 
municipal  development. 


J.  FLAKE  DURHAM. 

J.  Flake  Durham,  who  since  January  7,  1913.  has 
been  superintendent  of  schools  of  Calhoun  county, 
serving  capably  and  effectively  in  his  responsible  posi- 
tion, was  born  in  the  section  where  he  now  resides, 
February  18,  1883.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy 
(Peacock)  Durham,  natives  of  Georgia,  who  came  to 
Florida  in  1835  anc*  settled  in  Calhoun  county,  where 
the  father  has  since  engaged  in  general  farming.  He 
and  his  wife  now  reside  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  pioneer  times.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children : Lilia,  the  wife  of  W.  F. 
Johnson,  of  Jackson  county;  James  N.,  of  Calhoun 
county;  J.  Flake,  of  this  review’ ; William  L.,  deceased  ; 
Dallas  M.,  of  Blountstown,  Florida ; Drusilla,  who 
died  in  infancy ; John  J.,  at  home ; and  a child  who  died 
in  infancy. 

After  acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Calhoun  county  J.  Flake  Durham  attended 
high  school  for  two  years  and  was  for  one  semester 
a student  in  the  Florida  State  University.  He  then 
returned  home  and  has  since  been  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  conduct  of  the  farm.  On  the  5th  of 
November,  1912,  he  was  elected  superintendent  of 
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schools  of  Calhoun  county  and  has  since  served,  prov- 
ing himself  by  his  able,  constructive  and  far-sighted 
work  a worthy  representative  of  educational  interests 
in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Air.  Durham  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church  and  has 
extensive  and  representative  fraternal  affiliations,  hold- 
ing membership  in  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Mystic  Circle  and 
the  Columbian  Woodmen.  Having  spent  his  entire 
life  in  this  county,  he  is  well  and  favorably  known, 
and  that  he  has  always  merited  the  esteem  and  good- 
will of  his  fellow  townsmen  is  indicated  by  his  popu- 
larity. for  he  has  a large  circle  of  warm  friends. 


ROBERT  B.  F.  ROPER. 

Closely  identified  with  the  real-estate  and  insurance 
business  in  New  Smyrna  and  also  well  known  as  a 
civil  engineer,  Robert  B.  F.  Roper  figures  as  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  valued  citizens  of  the  community, 
his  interests  being  of  the  kind  which  promote  the  up- 
building and  growth  of  the  city  while  advancing  his 
individual  success.  He  was  born  in  Meriwether 
county,  Georgia,  March  13,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Wil- 
liam C.  and  Caroline  (Reams)  Roper,  the  former  an 
extensive  planter  in  his  native  state  and  in  Florida  a 
large  farmer  at  Winter  Garden.  He  located  in  this 
state  in  i860,  purchased  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
and  there  engaged  in  the  pursuits  above  mentioned, 
raising  also  corn,  cotton  and  sugar  cane  and  specializ- 
ing in  the  breeding  of  high-grade  cattle  and  hogs.  He 
was  prominent  in  local  politics,  acting  as  a member  of 
the  Florida  state  senate  during  the  Civil  war,  represent- 
ing the  district  comprising  Volusia,  Brevard,  Orange 
and  Sumter  counties.  He  was  elected  in  1862  and 
served  for  one  term,  after  which  he  was  captain  of 
a company  of  home  guards  in  the  Confederate  service. 
For  a time,  while  he  was  a resident  of  Oakland,  he 
acted  as  postmaster,  the  office  being  stationed  in  his 
home,  and  he  had  established  a mail  route  of  forty 
miles  from  Orlando  to  Sumterville. 

Robert  B.  F.  Roper  came  with  his  parents  to  Florida 
when  he  was  eight  years  of  age  and  he  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  his  father's  farm,  acquiring  his  education 
in  public  and  private  schools  in  Orange  county.  After 
he  had  attained  his  majority  he  engaged  in  general 
farming  until  1884,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  real-estate  business,  handling  much  valuable  prop- 
erty and  doing  a great  deal  of  development  work.  In 
this  connection  he  laid  out  the  town  of  Ocoee.  In  1885, 
however,  he  turned  his  attention  to  truck  gardening 
and  later  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  carriages.  He  served  as  county  commis- 


sioner of  Orange  county  and  during  his  four  years' 
service  witnessed  the  completion  of  the  new  court- 
house. In  1900  he  came  to  New  Smyrna  and  here  es- 
tablished himself  as  a manufacturer  of  carriages  and 
wagons.  After  five  years  he  went  to  Macon,  Georgia, 
and  was  for  three  years  in  the  same  line  of  business 
there,  after  which  he  returned  to  New  Smyrna  and  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1910,  established  a real-estate  and 
insurance  office  here,  which  he  has  since  conducted. 
His  knowledge  of  land  values  is  comprehensive  and 
exact  and  his  reliability  and  trustworthiness  are  well 
known  and  he  has,  therefore,  been  accorded  a liberal 
patronage,  winning  a place  among  the  substantial  and 
representative  business  men  of  this  community.  He  is 
also  an  expert  civil  engineer  and  has  done  much  impor- 
tant professional  work  here  and  in  the  other  com- 
munities where  he  has  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Roper  married,  in  1873,  Miss  Mary  J.  Sims,  of 
east  Tennessee,  a daughter  of  John  and  Isabella  Sims, 
the  former  a farmer  and  a Baptist  minister.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roper  became  the  parents  of  six  children  : Jessie 
E.,  at  home;  William  H.,  who  is  employed  by  the  Mal- 
lary Brothers  Machinery  Company  at  Macon,  Georgia ; 
Cecil  T.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  also  acts  as 
stenographer  for  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway ; 
Amy  L.,  who  married  Calvin  F.  Smith,  of  Macon, 
Georgia,  member  and  general  manager  of  the  Mill 
Supply  House;  Ralph  W.,  an  optician  residing  in  Au- 
gusta, Georgia ; and  Clarence  S.,  who  was  a graduate 
of  the  Georgia-Alabama  Business  College  and  at  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  was  general  manager 
of  the  Mallarv  Brothers  Machinery  Company. 

Mr.  Roper  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  while  a 
resident  of  Orange  county  and  has  been  for  two  terms 
mayor  of  New  Smyrna.  He  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  active  in  the  promotion  of  all  progressive 
public  projects.  A typical  man  of  the  age — alert  and 
enterprising  and  with  marked  fertility  of  resource — 
he  is  leaving  the  impress  of  his  individuality  upon  the 
history  of  New  Smyrna’s  growth  and  advancement. 


JOSEPH  JAMES  BOYNTON. 

Toseph  James  Boynton  needs  no  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume  for  he  has  resided  in  Bartow 
for  sixteen  years,  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character 
and  genuine  personal  worth  winning  him  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  con- 
tact. He  is  at  present  serving  as  tax  assessor  of  Polk 
county,  and  is  discharging  his  duties  in  a most  com- 
mendable and  faithful  manner. 

Mr.  Boynton  has  made  his  home  in  Florida  since 
1897  but  was  born  in  Talbot  county,  Georgia.  He 
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attended  public  school  and  after  completing  the  usual 
course  of  study,  turned  his  attention  to  civil  engineer- 
ing, an  occupation  which  he  followed  for  live  years, 
identifying  himself  with  important  railroad  construc- 
tion work.  Afterward  he  followed  farming  for  some 
time  and  continued  in  this  work  after  coming  to  Bris- 
tow, specializing  in  the  raising  of  garden  truck  and 
tobacco.  During  all  of  this  time  he  was  also  con- 
nected with  the  phosphate  industry  and  gained  success 
in  all  the  lines  of  work  which  claimed  his  attention. 

Mr.  Boynton's  public  career  began  in  1905  when  he 
was  made  deputy  tax  assessor,  an  office  which  he  held 
until  1913,  when,  in  recognition  of  his  able  work  and 
the  excellent  results  which  he  accomplished  he  was 
elected  tax  assessor.  Fie  is  proving  most  competent 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties  that  have  devolved 
upon  him  in  connection  with  this  position  and  the 
affairs  of  the  office  are  being  conducted  in  a manner 
which  wins  him  the  commendation  of  all  concerned. 

In  December,  1885,  Mr.  Boynton  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Carrie  L.  McGowan  of  Princeton,  Ken- 
tucky, a daughter  of  James  McGowan,  a farmer  and 
saw  miller.  They  have  eight  children : Missouri 

Eldee,  the  wife  of  Weldon  Stephens  of  Princeton, 
Kentucky;  Joseph  Espy,  a blacksmith  and  wagon 
manufacturer  of  Bartow ; Seaton  Augustus,  a phos- 
phate prospector  in  this  city ; Henry  Grady,  engaged 
in  the  same  line  of  work ; Carrie  Maisie,  who  lives  at 
home;  Leonard  O’Hara;  Mary  Virginia;  and  Mildred 
Adeline. 

Mr.  Boynton  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
democrat  and  his  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens 
is  indicated  by  his  election  to  his  present  responsible 
position.  In  private  life  he  is  actuated  by  principles 
which  govern  honorable  and  upright  manhood  and  the 
same  high  ideals  have  ever  been  manifest  in  his  deal- 
ings with  those  with  whom  he  has  been  connected  in 
an  official  capacity. 


JAMES  N.  HOOKER. 

No  history  of  Bartow  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  James  N.  Flooker,  who  is  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Bartow  and  who  has  also  for  a num- 
ber of  years  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential figures  in  the  public  life  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Hillsboro  county,  Florida,  and  ac- 
quired his  early  education  in  a private  school  of  that 
section,  later  attending  Emory  College  in  Georgia. 

Mr.  Flooker  began  his  independent  career  as  the 
proprietor  of  a general  merchandise  store  in  Fort 


Meade  and  continued  to  conduct  this  enterprise  with 
gratifying  success  until  1884,  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Bartow,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
turned  his  attention  at  once  to  the  real-estate  business 
and  was  active  in  this  line  of  work  for  some  time, 
conducting  also  a large  cattle  ranch.  However,  he 
disposed  of  most  of  his  outside  interests  when  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  State  Bank  of  Bartow,  of 
which  he  has  been  president  since  its  organization  in 
1907.  This  concern  was  founded  with  a capital  stock 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  has  the  following  officers: 
J.  N.  Hooker,  president ; E.  C.  Stuart,  vice  president ; 
and  T.  W.  Gary,  cashier.  Its  capital  remains  the  same 
but  it  has  now  a surplus  of  twelve  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred dollars  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars on  deposit,  paying  four  per  cent  interest  on  all 
savings  accounts.  The  bank  building  is  up-to-date  in 
equipment  and  attractively  furnished,  supplying  all 
the  conveniences  to  be  found  in  modern  financial  insti- 
tutions. Since  its  organization  Mr.  Flooker  has  been 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  and  the 
credit  for  its  continued  prosperity  and  growth  is  largely 
due  to  him.  In  this  connection  his  excellent  admini- 
strative and  executive  ability  has  been  called  forth 
and  he  has  proven  himself  an  able,  far-sighted  and 
discriminating  financier,  whose  sagacity  is  far-reach- 
ing and  whose  business  methods  are  always  beyond 
question. 

Although  Mr.  Hooker  has  done  important  work  for 
Bartow  along  business  lines,  he  has  not  by  any  means 
confined  his  attention  to  business  affairs,  for  he  has 
been  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  forces  in  local 
politics.  From  1897  t°  1899  he  served  as  state  sen- 
ator from  the  thirty-second  district  and  has  been 
elected  to  the  position  of  county  commissioner  at  vari- 
ous times,  having  served  almost  continuously  from 
the  time  he  first  assumed  office  until  1911.  He  has 
also  been  a member  and  chairman  of  the  city  council 
and  his  political  career  has  been  distinguished  by  able, 
conscientious  and  straightforward  work  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  community.  He  is  particularly  active 
in  educational  circles  and  has  accomplished  important 
results  as  trustee  of  the  Summerlin  Institute. 

Mr.  Hooker  married  Miss  Rosa  Carpenter,  a daugh- 
ter of  W.  T.  Carpenter,  a prominent  merchant  and 
farmer.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children : 
Maud,  now  Mrs.  J.  IT.  Steel,  of  Tampa,  Florida; 
Myra,  the  deceased  wife  of  W.  F.  Walker;  Gladys, 
who  is  a student  in  the  Florida  State  College;  James 
N.,  a student  of  Summerlin  Institute;  and  Meroba, 
also  studying  in  Summerlin  Institute.  Mr.  Hooker 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South, 
and  is  serving  as  steward  and  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees.  A resident  of  Bartow  since  1884,  he  has 
been  active  in  inaugurating  and  shaping  the  business 
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policy  and  the  political  development  of  the  city  and 
his  strength  of  purpose,  energy  and  industry,  finding 
expression  in  the  development  of  an  important  finan- 
cial concern  and  in  the  promotion  of  the  public  inter- 
ests, have  not  only  been  elements  in  his  individual 
prosperity  but  also  in  the  city's  growth. 


CHARLES  THOMAS  McCRIMMON. 

Charles  Thomas  McCrimmon  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneer  business  men  of  Miami,  having  come  to 
the  city  in  1896,  before  the  railroad  came  through. 
Since  that  time  his  interests  have  been  varied  and 
important,  touching  and  influencing  many  phases  of 
general  business  life  and  resulting  also  in  the  attain- 
ment of  an  individual  success  which  places  him  in  the 
foremost  ranks  of  substantial  and  influential  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  Wilcox  county,  Georgia,  March  23, 
1865,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Duncan  Franklin  McCrim- 
mon, who  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Georgia, 
and  who  died  in  1905,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  after 
having  practiced  medicine  and  surgery  in  Wilcox 
county  for  nearly  forty  years.  His  wife,  who  was  in 
her  maidenhood  Miss  Rebecca  Willcox,  was  born  in 
that  section  and  there  died  in  1907.  Representatives 
of  her  family  have  long  been  prominent  in  that  part 
of  Georgia,  Wilcox  county  having  been  named  in 
honor  of  her  aunt,  Betsey  Willcox,  and  Abbeville, 
Georgia,  the  county  seat,  taking  its  name  from  that 
of  her  mother,  Abbie  Willcox. 

Charles  T.  McCrimmon  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
plantation  in  Wilcox  county  and  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools,  supplementing  this 
by  a short  period  of  attendance  in  the  Georgia  State 
University  at  Athens.  In  his  early  manhood  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Pine  City  Lumber  Company, 
first  as  driver  of  an  ox  team  and  later  as  inspector 
and  shipping  clerk.  Even  before  this,  however,  he 
had  operated  a sawmill  of  his  own  for  a short  time 
and  thus  first  became  connected  with  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  later  controlled  extensive  interests. 

Mr.  McCrimmon  came  to  Florida  in  1891  and  in 
February,  1896,  arrived  in  Miami,  ’locating  here  a few 
months  before  the  railroad  was  constructed  to  this 
point.  He  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  city’s  pioneers  and 
is  numbered  among  the  individual  forces  in  its  busi- 
ness upbuilding.  From  Miami  to  Cocoanut  Grove 
he  constructed  the  first  macadamized  road  in  Dade 
county  and  he  also  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railroad  from  Miami  to  Home- 
stead. In  1905  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  lumber 
business,  founding  the  McCrimmon  Lumber  Company 
of  Miami,  of  which  he  was  president  for  several  years, 


or  until  1912.  In  that  year  he  sold  his  interests  to 
Parker  Henderson,  his  brother-in-law,  who  still  con- 
tinues the  business  under  its  original  name.  In  1912 
Mr.  McCrimmon  organized  the  Bay  Biscayne  Can- 
ning Company,  manufacturers  of  guava  jelly,  mar- 
malades and  all  kinds  of  tropical  fruit  preserves,  and 
as  president  of  this  concern  his  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability  have  been  called  forth,  the  success 
and  growth  of  the  enterprise  being  largely  due  to  him. 
Mr.  McCrimmon  is  also  a large  real-estate  dealer, 
handling  only  his  own  property,  and  he  has  valuable 
holdings  in  Dade  county  grove  and  farm  lands. 

On  the  2 1st  of  June,  1910,  Mr.  McCrimmon  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Mizell,  of  Kings- 
land,  Georgia,  and  they  have  two  children : Charles 

Thomas,  Jr.,  who  was  born  May  19,  1911;  and  Mar- 
garet, born  December  2b,  1912.  Mr.  McCrimmon  is 
a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  belongs  to  the  Tarpon  Club. 
He  has  seen  the  development  and  growth  of  Miami 
and  has  to  an  important  extent  assisted  in  it,  making 
his  individual  prosperity  a factor  in  general  advance- 
ment. He  is  a man  of  alert  and  enterprising  spirit, 
possessing  the  resolute  will  which  enables  him  to  carry 
forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  under- 
takes, and  at  all  times  his  methods  are  practical  and 
progressive. 


WILLIAM  GEORGE  PERRY. 

One  of  the  most  far-sighted,  discriminating  and  re- 
sourceful business  men  in  Miami  is  William  George 
Perry,  who  in  the  course  of  thirty  years’  identifica- 
tion with  the  drug  business  has  advanced  from  a 
humble  position  to  be  the  proprietor  of  the  Red  Cross 
Pharmacy,  one  of  the  finest  drug  concerns  in  the  city. 
He  was  born  in  Milledgeville,  Georgia,  June  10,  1863, 
and  is  a son  of  Henry  Perry,  a native  of  County  Tippe- 
rary, Ireland,  who  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  still  a young  man.  He  was  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  having  served  in  the  Confederate  army  dur- 
ing that  conflict,  and  for  many  years  thereafter  he  was 
identified  with  business  interests  of  Milledgeville  as 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Perry  & Denton,  merchants. 
He  died  in  1893.  He  married  in  Macon,  Georgia,  in 
1859,  Miss  Ellen  Blake,  a native  of  County  Kerry,  Ire- 
land, who  came  to  America  with  her  parents  at  an 
early  age.  She  survives  her  husband  and  makes  her 
home  at  Milledgeville.  Of  the  children  born  to  their 
union  two  still  survive  besides  the  subject  of  this 
review : Dr.  Thomas  B.  Perry,  who  was  for  twenty 

years  surgeon  in  the  United  States  marine  hospital 
service  and  who  is  now  a practicing  physician  in  Mil- 
ledgeville; and  Mrs.  Andrew  R.  Miller,  the  wife  of 
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the  chief  engineer  of  the  steamship  Olivette  in  the 
Peninsular  and  Occidental  service  between  Port  Tampa 
and  Havana. 

William  George  Perry  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Milledgeville,  Georgia,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  be- 
came identified  with  the  drug  business  as  clerk  in  a 
drug  store  in  that  city.  He  has  been  continuously 
identified  with  this  line  of  work  in  various  capacities 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  a period  of  over  thirty 
years.  Beginning  as  a clerk,  he  continued  as  such  for  a 
short  time,  later  advancing  to  be  prescription  clerk.  He 
acted  in  this  capacity  for  many  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  connected  with  several  of  the  largest  drug 
stores  in  many  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  south,  in- 
cluding Milledgeville,  Atlanta,  Macon,  Columbus  and 
Savannah,  in  Georgia,  and  Jacksonville,  West  Palm 
Beach  and  Miami,  Florida.  He  came  to  this  city  in 
1903  and  for  nearly  three  years  thereafter  was  pre- 
scription clerk  in  the  Biscayne  Pharmacy.  In  1906  he 
was  requested  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Red 
Cross  Pharmacy,  Incorporated,  a company  which 
owned  the  Red  Cross  Pharmacy,  one  of  the  largest 
drug  stores  in  the  city,  located  on  the  comer  of  Twelfth 
street  and  Avenue  C.  The  affairs  of  the  corporation 
had  become  greatly  entangled  as  a result  of  financial 
embarrassment  and  heavy  indebtedness  and  Mr.  Perry, 
already  one  of  the  leading  druggists  in  the  city,  was 
solicited  by  the  stockholders  to  become  president  of 
the  corporation  and  to  take  entire  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  at  once  assumed  management  of  the  Red 
Cross  Pharmacy  and  by  the  employment  of  strictly 
business  methods  had  within  a few  years  paid  off  all 
indebtedness  and  put  the  concern  in  a flourishing  finan- 
cial condition.  His  friends  in  the  city  had  strongly 
advised  him  not  to  undertake  the  great  responsibility, 
telling  him  that  the  thing  he  set  out  to  do  could  never 
be  accomplished,  but  in  spite  of  this  and  with  char- 
acteristic energy,  based  on  a thorough  knowledge  of 
business  conditions  and  the  science  of  pharmacy,  he 
determined  to  accept  the  position  and  has  since  that 
time  made  the  Red  Cross  one  of  the  truly  prosperous 
business  houses  in  the  city.  In  1912  Mr.  Perry  pur- 
chased the  entire  stock  of  the  concern  and  became  sole 
owner,  dissolving  the  former  corporation.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  the  city  and 
has  in  addition  valuable  realty  holdings  in  Miami  and 
the  vicinity. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Perry  is  a member  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  along  lines  of  his 
business  is  identified  with  the  Florida  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  He  belongs  to  the  Miami  Merchants 
Association  and  the  board  of  trade  and  is  at  all  times 
active  in  the  promotion  of  the  general  interests  of  the 
city.  During  the  Spanish-American  war  in  1898  he 
served  as  a private  in  Company  F,  First  Florida  Regi- 


ment, and  in  this  as  in  all  the  relations  of  his  life  proved 
his  loyalty,  courage  and  good  citizenship.  To  his  many 
friends  in  Miami  Mr.  Perry  is  familiarly  known  as 
Dr.  Perry  and  the  name  stands  as  a synonym  for  pro- 
gressive citizenship,  unusual  business  ability  and  an 
integrity  which  is  beyond  all  question. 


MATTHEW  H.  READ. 

After  a long  and  interesting  career,  years  of  which 
he  spent  as  a sailor,  following  the  high  seas  and  visit- 
ing on  his  trips  nearly  all  of  the  important  countries 
of  the  globe,  years  of  which  he  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  the  greater  part  of  which  he  was 
connected  with  important  business  institutions  of  the 
Empire  state,  Matthew  H.  Read  lives  now  practically 
retired  in  Crescent  City,  Florida,  although  he  still 
gives  some  attention  to  real-estate  deals,  being  princi- 
pally engaged  in  the  transfer  of  city  property  here. 
His  has  always  been  a busy  and  useful  life,  in  which 
indolence  and  idleness  have  had  no  part,  and  although 
his  means  would  well  permit  him  to  do  so,  he  has  never 
entirely  withdrawn  from  business.  Since  coming  to 
Florida  in  1889  he  has  been  connected  with  various 
enterprises  which  have  played  an  important  part  in  the 
general  advancement  and  development,  and  every  im- 
provement undertaken  to  benefit  Crescent  City  has 
found  an  ardent  champion  in  him.  For  many  years  he 
was  connected  with  orange  culture,  terminating  his  re- 
lations with  that  business  when  the  historic  freeze 
killed  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  orange  trees  and 
caused  him  a personal  loss  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
He  has  since,  however,  done  valuable  promotional  work 
and  was  among  those  who  organized  the  Bank  of  Cres- 
cent City,  of  which  he  still  serves  as  first  vice  president. 

Matthew  H.  Read  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, in  March,  1840,  a son  of  Matthew  H.,  Sr.,  and 
Amelia  M.  (Peck)  Read,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The 
parents  removed  to  Albany,  New  York,  in  1841  and 
there  they  resided  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  that  city  and  held  that  impor- 
tant position  until  his  death  in  1883,  when  he  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  had,  however, 
retired  from  active  business  in  1856,  having  been 
largely  engaged  as  a shipper  of  flour  and  grain  in  Al- 
bany, and  also  having  been  connected  with  the  paper 
manufacturing  business  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
The  mother  died  in  Albany,  New  York,  in  1892,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  The  Read  family  is  one 
of  the  old  New  England  families,  having  been  settlers 
there  in  pre-Revolutionary  times.  Matthew  II.  Read 
was  one  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  seven  grew  to 
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maturity  and  three  are  now  living,  namely : Amelia 

Eklred,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  Matthew  H.,  our 
subject;  and  Daniel  P.,  of  New  York. 

Matthew  H.  Read  was  reared  amid  the  refining 
influences  of  a cultured  home  and  remained  with  his 
parents  in  Albany  until  1858,  when  he  removed  to  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  where  he  engaged  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Robert,  in  the  grain  and  elevator  busi- 
ness, being  so  engaged  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war.  Intensely  patriotic,  he  heeded  the  first  call  for 
troops  and  enlisted  from  Milwaukee  in  1861  for  three 
months  with  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
being  assigned  to  Company  A.  Having  completed  his 
ninety-day  term,  he  reenlisted  with  the  Seventh  Wis- 
consin Battery  and  served  with  distinction  and  courage 
for  three  years,  being  honorably  discharged  at  Milwau- 
kee in  1864,  and  being  stationed  for  most  of  that  time 
in  Tennessee,  his  troop  being  a part  of  the  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  under  General  Grant.  He  never 
faltered  in  the  performance  of  any  duty  however  haz- 
ardous, and  his  valor,  his  zeal  and  his  devotion  awak- 
ened and  inspired  courage  in  the  men  who  served  with 
him.  After  being  discharged  he  spent  twelve  years 
in  sailing  the  seven  seas,  and  visited  on  his  trips  nearly 
every  country  of  the  globe.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  went  to  New  York  city,  becoming  connected  with 
a growing  business  in  partnership  with  his  brothers 
Daniel  and  William.  He  also  had  an  interest  in  the 
Albany  Brewing  Company  until  1889,  when  he  sold 
out  his  interest  to  an  English  syndicate  but  as  early  as 
1881  came  to  Florida,  shortly  after  the  memorable 
blizzard.  A man  of  intense  energy,  he  soon  became 
interested  in  the  foremost  industry  of  the  country— 
that  of  orange  growing,  and  soon  had  extensive  hold- 
ings, his  groves,  however,  being  destroyed  by  the  great 
frost,  resulting  in  a loss  to  him  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Read,  always  interested  in  movements  under- 
taken for  the  expansion  of  trade,  in  1909  became  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Bank  of  Crescent  City  and 
has  served  as  first  vice  president  of  that  institution 
since,  his  advice  and  experience  being  valuable  factors 
in  guiding  its  policy.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has 
also  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  and  has 
handled  some  important  deals  in  the  city. 

In  1876  Mr.  Read  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  M.  Mills,  a native  of  New  York,  who  has  since 
passed  away.  On  the  2d  of  June,  1900,  Mr.  Read  mar- 
ried Miss  Freda  Kyle,  a native  of  Germany.  They 
reside  in  a beautiful  home  which  Mr.  Read  erected  in 
1912  on  Prospect  street,  and  there  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Read 
extend  warm-hearted  hospitality  to  their  many  friends. 

Always  interested  in  athletics  and  water  sports,  Mr. 
Read  was  a charter  member  of  the  Riverside  Yacht 
Club  of  Riverside,  Connecticut,  and  also  at  one  time 
held  membership  with  the  New  York  Athletic  Club,  a 


connection  which  he  severed  upon  his  removal  to  Cal- 
ifornia. He  is  also  a member  of  the  Empire  State’s 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  of  New  York  state. 
He  is  a supporter  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  all 
movements  undertaken  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
find  in  him  a ready  champion.  Crescent  City  has  de- 
cidedly profited  by  his  arrival  here,  for  he  has  always 
stood  in  the  front  ranks  of  those  who  seek  progress 
and  expansion.  While  he  is  numbered  among  the  sub- 
stantial men  and  has  done  rightfully  everything  to 
promote  his  own  success,  he  has  done  much  for  the 
development  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  is  always 
glad  to  bear  his  share  in  the  work  of  making  the 
Crescent  City  district  of  Florida  and  Putnam  county, 
what  he  believes  it  will  one  day  become,  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  sections  of  the  world.  Ilis  life’s 
work  has,  indeed,  been  a serviceable  factor  in  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  Crescent  City,  which  has  no 
more  loyal  advocate  than  Matthew  H.  Read. 


GEORGE  W.  CAMPBELL. 

Forty-five  years  have  come  and  gone  since  George  W. 
Campbell  became  a resident  of  the  Pinellas  peninsula. 
He  has  not  only  been  a witness  of  the  many  changes 
which  have  occurred  here  but  has  always  borne  his 
part  in  the  work  of  public  progress  and  improvement 
and  in  his  business  connections  has  done  much  to  sus- 
tain the  excellent  reputation  which  Florida  enjoys  as 
a citrus  fruit  producing  state.  His  attention  is  now 
chiefly  given  to  the  cultivation  of  his  groves  which 
include  oranges,  tangerines  and  grapefruit. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  a youth  of  fourteen  years  when 
he  arrived  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  born 
in  Madison,  Florida,  April  5,  1854,  his  parents  being 
A.  B.  and  Keturah  (Rowell)  Campbell,  the  former  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina. 
The  father  when  a small  lad  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  the  United  States,  the  family  home  being  es- 
tablished in  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  reared  and 
married.  In  the  ’40s  he  removed  to  Madison  county, 
Florida,  and  in  1868  came  to  the  neighborhood  in 
which  his  son  George  is  now  living.  He  settled  on  a 
tract  of  government  land  of  eighty  acres  and  to  the 
development  of  the  property  devoted  his  attention 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  active  business  life. 
While  in  South  Carolina  he  had  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  Both  he  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  this 
district,  his  death  occurring  in  1869,  while  the  mother 
survived  until  1882.  In  their  family  were  six  sons  and 
six  daughters  but  only  two  are  now  living,  George  W., 
and  his  sister,  Idella,  who  is  the  wife  of  N.  L.  Caruth, 
of  Anona,  Pinellas  county.  Three  of  the  brothers. 
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A.  V.,  B.  F.  and  F.  M.,  were  soldiers  in  a Florida 
regiment  in  the  Civil  war. 

George  W.  Campbell  was  the  eleventh  in  order  of 
birth  in  the  family.  His  youthful  days  were  spent 
under  the  parental  roof  and  he  was  early  trained  to 
the  work  of  the  farm.  He  is  now  the  owner  and 
resides  upon  forty  acres  of  the  land  which  was  once 
in  possession  of  his  father.  He  has  developed  a good 
home  and  grove  here,  the  land  being  all  wild  and  unim- 
proved when  it  came  into  his  possession.  He  was  in 
debt  but  his  industry  and  close  application  enabled  him 
to  discharge  his  financial  obligations  and  to  add  to  the 
improvements  on  his  property.  He  now  has  twenty 
acres  planted  to  oranges,  tangerines  and  grapefruit  and 
his  annual  shipments  are  extensive.  In  the  present 
year,  1913,  he  picked  one  thousand  boxes  of  grape- 
fruit from  a single  acre.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
property  in  Green  Springs,  including  three  houses 
which  he  rents. 

In  1882  Mr.  Campbell  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
Marston,  a native  of  Florida,  who  died  ten  years  later, 
leaving  four  children : Irene,  now  the  wife  of  J.  D. 
McElven,  of  Pinellas  county ; Inez,  the  wife  of  J.  L. 
Thomas,  of  Dunnellon,  Florida;  Fred,  of  Miami;  and 
J.  E.,  also  of  Miami.  In  1893  Mr.  Campbell  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Annie  B.  Nel- 
son, a native  of  West  Virginia.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren: Albert,  Herbert,  Edgar,  Archie  and  Edna. 

There  have  been  no  unusual  chapters  in  the  life  record 
of  Mr.  Campbell.  He  has  worked  diligently  for  the 
attainment  of  success,  recognizing  the  fact  that  in- 
dustry is  the  basis  of  all  honorable  prosperity.  He 
has  studied  the  question  of  fruit  culture  is  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  best  methods  of  producing 
a high  yield  of  citrus  fruits.  His  groves  are  in  excel- 
lent condition,  presenting  a most  attractive  appear- 
ance, and  Mr.  Campbell  ranks  with  the  leading 
growers  of  citrus  fruits  on  the  western  coast  of  the 
state. 


E.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

In  proclaiming  the  opportunities  of  the  west  the 
wonderful  resources  of  the  south  are  only  too  often 
overlooked,  and  it  remained  for  such  far-sighted  men 
as  E.  H.  Williams  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  world 
what  can  be  accomplished  along  horticultural  lines  in 
Florida,  when  knowledge  combines  with  modern  and 
scientific  methods  to  obtain  results.  After  a long  and 
distinguished  legal  career,  Mr.  Williams  gave  up  his 
extensive  practice  to  come  to  the  south  and  devote 
himself  to  orange  culture,  and  he  has  not  only  found 
a more  pleasant  task  in  his  work  in  the  out-of-doors, 
but  has  achieved  a financial  success  which  ranks  him 


as  a foremost  orange  grower  of  the  Crescent  City 
district. 

E.  FI.  Williams  is  a native  of  Houghton,  Michigan, 
but  was  reared  in  Marquette  and  subsequently  at- 
tended the  State  University  of  Michigan,  graduating 
from  the  law  department  of  that  institution.  Well 
versed  in  theoretical  knowledge  of  the  law  and  gifted 
with  a sound  and  logical  mind,  Mr.  Williams  removed 
to  New  York  city,  where  he  established  an  office  and 
remained  in  active  practice  for  fifteen  years.  His  prac- 
tice soon  assumed  important  proportions  and  many 
intricate  cases  came  to  him  on  account  of  his  ability. 
He  exhibited  every  faculty  of  which  a lawyer  may  be 
proud — skill  in  the  presentation  of  his  evidence, 
marked  ability  in  cross  examination,  persuasiveness 
before  a jury,  a strong  grasp  of  every  feature  of  a 
case,  ability  to  secure  favorable  ruling  from  the  judge, 
unusual  familiarity  with  human  nature  and  the  springs 
of  human  conduct,  and  last  but  not  least,  untiring  in- 
dustry. Working  indefatigably  in  the  interests  of  his 
clients,  his  needed  vacations  took  him  to  the  south- 
land, and  there  he  became  interested  in  orange  groves, 
which  he  had  looked  after  while  still  practicing  in 
New  York.  However,  his  Florida  investments  became 
so  profitable  that  six  years  ago  he  gave  up  his  New 
York  practice  and  came  to  Crescent  City  to  devote 
all  his  time  to  his  citrus  groves. 

Of  a distinguished  family,  Mr.  Williams  is  a son 
of  Judge  W.  D.  Williams,  a native  of  Michigan.  He 
was  educated  at  Adrian  and  the  State  University  of 
Michigan,  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life 
served  on  the  circuit  bench  in  the  upper  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  rendering  such  distinguished  service  and 
dealing  so  fairly  and  impartially  with  the  cases  com- 
ing before  him  that  his  decisions  were  considered  by 
the  profession  models  of  judicial  soundness.  A brother 
of  our  subject,  R.  C.  Williams,  is  financially  inter- 
ested with  him  in  the  citrus  groves  of  Crescent  City, 
which  are  the  largest  and  most  profitable  in  this  dis- 
trict, comprising  sixty  acres,  all  planted  in  fruit.  Mr. 
Williams  follows  the  most  modern  and  scientific  meth- 
ods in  obtaining  results.  Frequently  and  systemati- 
cally he  sprays  his  plants  and  keeps  the  “white  fly” 
successfully  under  control.  The  extent  of  his  business 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  it  needs  two  packing 
houses  to  take  care  of  his  output,  one  erected  on  the 
grove  and  the  other  situated  on  beautiful  Lake  Cres- 
cent, the  latter  being  fully  equipped  with  all  modern 
machinery  for  washing,  grading  and  packing  the  fruit. 
During  the  seasons  of  1912  to  1913  Mr.  Williams 
shipped  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  thousand  boxes  and 
all  his  fruit  goes  to  McCormick,  Iiubbs  & Company 
of  New  York  city,  who  have  taken  care  of  all  his  prod- 
ucts for  the  past  twenty  years.  This  last  sixty-acre 
grove  has  been  largely  planted  by  Mr.  Williams  him- 
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self  and  is  located  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Cres- 
cent City  on  the  banks  of  Crescent  Lake,  where  his 
residence  is  ideally  located  among  large  oaks.  A large 
number  of  hands  are  employed  in  the  groves  all  the 
year  and  especially  during  the  harvest  season  and  the 
time  of  packing. 

The  impetus  given  to  the  orange-growing  industry 
by  Mr.  Williams  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated,  and 
his  careful  and  systematic  methods  have  found  many 
imitators  who  successfully  follow  in  his  path.  While 
he  has  encompassed  his  own  success,  he  has  done 
something  greater  by  setting  an  example  which  has 
done  much  to  raise  the  standards  of  the  orange  in- 
dustry. Progressive  and  public-spirited,  he  takes  an 
interest  in  all  public  matters  that  affect  the  community 
and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed  as  a successful 
business  man  for  what  he  has  attained,  but  is  even 
more  honored  for  the  qualities  of  his  character  which 
have  made  possible  his  achievement. 


H.  D.  GEIGER. 

One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  younger  repre- 
sentatives of  the  legal  fraternity  in  Kissimmee  is  Id.  D. 
Geiger,  who  is  efficiently  serving  as  prosecuting  attor- 
ney for  Osceola  county.  He  has  lived  practically  all 
his  life  in  this  state,  having  been  born  in  Marion  county, 
October  27,  1885,  a son  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Geiger,  formerly 
corresponding  secretary,  treasurer  and  superintendent 
of  missions  of  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention. 

H.  D.  Geiger  removed  in  his  boyhood  to  Orange 
county  and  was  there  reared  and  educated,  supple- 
menting a grammar-school  course  by  attendance  at  the 
high  schools  in  Leesburg  and  Apopka,  afterward  enter- 
ing Stetson  University,  where  he  remained  during  the 
years  1904  and  1905.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  en- 
listed in  the  United  States  army  at  Macon,  Georgia, 
and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  with 
the  Sixteenth  Battery,  Field  Artillery,  at  that  time  the 
heaviest  field  artillery  in  the  world.  At  the  close  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  he  received  an  honorable  discharge 
and  returned  to  Florida,  joining  his  parents  in  Apopka, 
where  for  twelve  months  he  edited  and  published  the 
Orange  County  Citizen.  Having  determined,  how- 
ever, to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work,  he 
entered  Wake  Forest  College,  at  Wake  Forest,  North 
Carolina,  in  the  fall  of  1908  and  in  February  of  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  North  Carolina 
bar  at  Raleigh,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws,  May  20,  1910.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  state  of  Florida  in  the  same  year  and  began  the 
practice  of  law  in  Kissimmee  as  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Moon  & Geiger.  At  the  same  time  he  was 


appointed  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  for  Osceola 
county  and  served  capably  and  efficiently  until  April, 
1912,  when  he  left  the  office,  also  severing  his  connec- 
tion with  the  firm  of  Moon  & Geiger.  In  November, 
in  recognition  of  his  satisfactory  work  as  assistant, 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney 
and  he  has  since  served,  proving  aggressive,  fearless, 
far-sighted  and  discriminating  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1912,  Mr.  Geiger  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Russell,  of  Greenfield, 
New  Hampshire,  and  both  are  well  known  in  social 
circles  of  Kissimmee.  Mr.  Geiger  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  his  official,  social  and  professional 
prominence  places  him  in  a foremost  position  among 
Kissimmee’s  honored  and  valued  citizens. 


HON.  ALLEN  ELISHA  CURRY. 

Judge  Allen  Elisha  Curry  is  a native  of  Key  West, 
where  he  was  born  March  12,  1858,  and  a descendant 
of  an  old  resident  family  whose  record  is  closely  in- 
terwoven with  the  history  of  this  city.  Members  of 
the  Curry  family  settled  here  when  Key  West  was 
but  a fishermen’s  abode  and  conspicuously  participated 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city.  As  police  judge  of  the 
city  of  Key  West,  Allen  E.  Curry  holds  an  important 
official  position,  having  administered  his  office  with 
such  fairness  and  impartiality  that  he  receives  the 
highest  commendation  from  his  constituents.  His 
father  is  William  Samuel  Curry,  also  a native  of  Key 
West,  who  still  resides  here  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
Despite  the  fact  that  he  is  several  years  past  the  al- 
lotted three  score  and  ten,  he  is  yet  active  and  in  the 
best  of  health,  being  still  able  to  pursue  his  usual  voca- 
tion. He  formerly  was  a ship  mechanic  but  later  a 
merchant  and  now  conducts  a collection  agency.  He 
participated  importantly  in  the  public  life  of  the  city, 
serving  for  several  terms  on  the  board  of  aldermen 
and  also  was-  city  marshal  for  two  terms.  He  is  a son 
of  John  Curry,  a native  of  Green  Turtle  Key,  one  of 
the  Bahama  islands,  who  moved  to  Key  West  when 
it  was  a mere  hamlet  made  up  of  a few  dozen  fisher- 
men and  wreckers.  Later,  about  1859  or  i860,  the 
grandfather  removed  to  Manatee  county  and  there  lie 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  making  his  home  in 
the  village  of  Manatee.  On  the  paternal  side  Judge 
Curry  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  before  coming 
to  the  Bahamas  his  ancestors  lived  in  Virginia.  The 
mother  of  Judge  Curry  was  before  her  marriage  Alicia 
Pinder,  who  with  her  parents,  William  and  Martha 
Pinder,  came  from  Cherokee  Sound  in  the  Bahamas 
to  Key  West  when  a,  young  girl.  She  died  at  the  age 
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of  seventy-two.  Judge  Curry  of  this  review  is  the 
only  living  son  of  this  marriage.  He  has  three  sis- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  married,  as  follows:  Mrs. 

Martha  Sawyer,  Mrs.  Sarah  Roberts  and  Mrs.  Mamie 
Roberts,  the  two  latter  having  married  brothers. 

Allen  E.  Curry  has  lived  in  Key  West  all  his  life 
and  is  therefore  well  known  to  its  inhabitants,  who 
appreciate  him  for  his  substantial  and  manly  qualities 
of  character.  He  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
local  schools,  later  supplementing  his  knowledge  in  a 
more  practical  way  by  a course  in  Moore’s  Business 
University  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  After  completing  his 
course  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and,  returning 
home,  learned  the  cigar-maker’s  trade,  working  at 
the  bench  for  two  years.  He  then  had  charge  of  a 
grocery  store  for  five  years,  after  which  he  embarked 
independently  in  the  commission  business,  so  continu- 
ing until  1887.  In  1886  he  sustained  a severe  loss 
when  his  store  was  completely  burned  out  in  the  big 
fire.  Following  his  retirement  from  the  commission 
business  he  acted  for  eight  years  as  manager  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  depot  at  Key  West,  returning 
to  his  former  vocation  at  the  end  of  that  time.  With 
ever  increasing  success  he  handled  merchandise  on 
the  commission  basis  until  January,  1911,  and  in  the 
following  November  was  elected  to  the  office  of  police 
judge,  which  he  has  since  held,  discharging  his  duties 
with  conspicuous  ability.  His  decisions  are  fair  and 
impartial,  based  upon  the  law,  and  in  him  the  people 
place  full  confidence.  While  lenient  to  first  offenders, 
he  is  unbending  in  prosecuting  the  lawless  and  has 
done  much  to  preserve  law  and  order  by  his  just  de- 
cisions. Dignified  in  court,  he  preserves  that  heart- 
winning geniality  Adiich  has  made  him  so  many  friends. 

Previous  to  holding  his  present  office  Judge  Curry 
served  with  beneficial  results  on  the  board  of  aldermen 
for  six  years,  promoting  and  inaugurating  many  im- 
portant measures.  He  also  was  formerly  a member  of 
the  board  of  education.  Besides  his  police  judge 
duties  Mr.  Curry  is  the  resident  agent  of  the  Ameri- 
can Surety  Company  of  New  York  and  is  also  the 
buyer  in  Key  West  for  the  Greek-American  Sponge 
Company  of  Chicago.  He  is  the  owner  of  some  valu- 
able business  property,  having  in  1913  erected  a two- 
story  concrete  building,  thirty-eight  by  fifty-two  feet, 
which  will  be  occupied,  when  completed,  by  a drug 
store.  The  second  story  is  finished  up  to  serve  as  a 
modern  flat. 

On  December  2,  1883,  Judge  Curry  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Charlotte  Florence  Roberts,  of  Key 
West.  Her  parents  were  Joseph  W.  and  Ann  Roberts, 
who  came  to  Key  West  from  Green  Turtle  Key,  which 
was  also  the  former  home  of  the  Curry  family.  Both 
parents  of  Mrs.  Curry  are  now  deceased.  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Curry  have  one  son  living,  Leslie  Anthony  Curry, 


a well  known  druggist  of  this  city.  Two  other  sons 
and  one  daughter  are  deceased.  The  family  attend 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  of  which 
Judge  Curry  is  a member. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Curry  is  a democrat, 
stanchly  upholding  the  principles  and  candidates  of 
that  party  and  ever  keeping  intelligently  informed 
upon  the  great  issuts  that  affect  the  nation,  state  and 
his  community.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  and  a past 
master  in  the  order.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
the  Golden  Eagle  and  to  its  ladies’  branch,  known  as 
the  Ladies’  Temple.  For  fourteen  years  Judge  Curry 
served  efficiently  on  the  Key  West  fire  department, 
being  assistant  chief  for  a part  of  that  time,  and  for 
two  years  he  was  president  of  the  Law  and  Order 
League  of  Key  West,  doing  conspicuous  service  in 
that  connection.  He  was  formerly  president  of  the 
Anti-Saloon  League,  which  fact  indicates  the  position 
he  takes  in  regard  to  the  liquor  question.  Public- 
spirited  in  his  citizenship,  Judge  Curry  has  been  one 
of  the  most  useful  factors  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  Key  West  along  material,  moral  and  intellectual 
lines  and  his  influence  has  been  felt  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  city  and  still  plays  an  important  part  in  its 
development  and  administration. 


WILLIAM  FI.  TUCKER. 

William  FI.  Tucker,  superintendent  of  the  electric 
light  department  for  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  brings 
to  the  discharge  of  his  present  duties  the  knowledge 
and  ability  gained  from  broad  study  and  wide  prac- 
tical experience,  and  the  record  which  he  is  making 
in  this  connection  is  most  commendable.  He  was  born 
in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  July  7,  1869,  and  is  a 
son  of  Henry  B.  and  Clara  C.  (Bacon)  Tucker.  The 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  owned 
and  operated  a sawmill  and  also  had  various  other 
business  interests,  including  an  extensive  apple  orchard 
in  Connection  which  proved  a very  profitable  source  of 
income.  He  died  at  New  Britain,  Connecticut,  No- 
vember 2,  1910,  and  is  yet  survived  by  Mrs.  Tucker, 
who  makes  her  home  there. 

After  mastering  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in 
the  schools  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  William  FI. 
Tucker  attended  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology at  Boston  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1891.  He  entered  business  circles  in  connection  with 
the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company,  of  Lynn, 
Massachusetts,  installing  electric  light  and  railroad 
plants,  and  remaining  in  that  position  from  August, 
1891,  until  1896,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  branch 
office  at  Cincinnati  as  superintendent  of  construction, 
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doing  all  their  business  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky 
and  Illinois.  Some  idea  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
electric  business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  while 
at  one  time  he  had  charge  of  four  states  it  is  all  he 
can  possibly  do  now  to  take  care  of  the  electric  inter- 
ests in  one  city.  He  remained  in  Cincinnati  for 
about  a year,  when  he  was  transferred  to  Syracuse, 
New  York,  as  superintendent  of  the  electric  equip- 
ment of  the  Syracuse  Electric  Rapid  Transit  Company, 
there  remaining  until  1900,  when  he  took  the  position 
of  general  manager  of  the  Norfolk  Suburban  Railway, 
just  outside  of  Boston.  About  a year  later  that  road 
was  absorbed  by  the  Massachusetts  Electric  Company 
and  Mr.  Tucker  was  transferred  to  Fall  River  as  su- 
perintendent of  division  No.  4 for  the  latter  company. 

When  his  health  failed  he  resigned  and  came  to  the 
south,  accepting  the  position  of  manager  for  Stone 
& Webster  of  the  Jacksonville  (Fla.)  Electric  Com- 
pany in  1902,  remaining  in  that  connection  until  1907. 
When  he  took  charge  of  the  electric  railway  system 
in  Jacksonville  it  was  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion. The  cars  were  of  the  old  type  and  poorly 
equipped,  the  roadbed  and  tracks  were  bad,  and  the 
power  was  often  oft”  for  an  hour  at  a time.  Under  his 
management  the  road  was  put  in  excellent  condition, 
improved  cars  were  secured  and  the  road  was  operated 
at  fifty-two  per  cent  of  its  former  cost.  In  1907  Mr. 
Tucker  was  transferred  to  Dallas,  Texas,  and  after 
remaining  there  for  six  months  was  sent  to  Tampa, 
Florida,  where  he  superintended  the  construction  work 
of  the  Tampa  Electric  Company.  On  its  completion 
he  went  to  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  and  did  the  con- 
struction work  for  the  electric  road  there.  In  1909 
he  left  the  firm  of  Stone  & Webster  to  become  con- 
nected with  the  Northern  Ohio  Traction  & Light  Com- 
pany at  Canton,  Ohio,  as  superintendent  of  motive 
power,  having  charge  of  three  hundred  miles  of  road, 
four  power  houses,  nine  substations  and  five  car  barns. 
He  continued  in  that  position  until  April  1,  191:0,  when 
he  came  to  Jacksonville  and  was  given  charge  of  the 
new  Talleyrand  plant  construction,  which  is  one  of 
the  finest  and  best  in  the  south.  On  the  completion  of 
the  plant  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  city  elec- 
tric light  department,  succeeding  R.  N.  Ellis.  Fie  now 
has  about  two  hundred  and  fourteen  employes  under 
his  supervision.  Wide  and  varied  experience  has  come 
to  him  in  his  business  career  and  he  is  today  one  of  the 
best  known  electricians  of  the  country,  of  acknowl- 
edged expert  ability. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1894,  Mr.  Tucker  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Sullivan,  of 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and  they  have  one  son,  Wil- 
liam H.,  who  was  born  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio, 
January  3,  1908.  Mr.  Tucker  belongs  to  the  Elks,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 


Fellows,  and  has  many  friends  in  these  organizations, 
to  the  teachings  and  principles  of  which  he  is  ever 
loyal.  Flis  time  and  energies,  however,  have  always 
been  concentrated  upon  his  business  affairs,  and  his 
reading,  research,  investigation  and  experience  have 
made  him  an  expert  in  his  field,  enabling  him  to  fill 
positions  of  large  responsibility  and  importance. 


JOHN  EVANS  PILCHER. 

It  is  significant  of  the  trend  of  the  times  that  young 
men  come  more  and  more  to  the  fore,  proving  their 
ability  by  the  excellent  results  which  they  obtain  by 
following  progressive  policies.  In  the  commercial  cir- 
cles of  Malone,  John  Evans  Pilcher  is  one  of  this 
class,  who  by  his  success  has  done  much  to  justify  the 
modern  idea.  Until  recently  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Herring  & Pilcher  and  now  independently  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  and  he  is  also  connected  with  hotel  interests 
of  the  city.  Born  near  Meiggs,  Georgia,  on  October 
30,  1883,  Mr.  Pilcher  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Miriam 
(Brock)  Pilcher,  both  natives  of  the  same  state.  The 
father  followed  farming  pursuits  during  his  entire 
active  career  and  came  to  Florida  about  1885,  locating 
at  Graceville,  where  he  became  well  known  as  a man 
of  energy  and  enterprise  and  prominent  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  district. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  following  children:  Minnie, 
who  married  J.  O.  Christmas,  of  Campbellton,  Flor- 
ida ; Hattie,  the  wife  of  W.  FI.  Deal,  of  Graceville ; 
Archie,  residing  in  Texas;  Thomas,  of  Graceville; 
John  Evans,  of  this  review;  Mattie,  the  wife  of  H. 
Hughes,  of  Cottonwood,  Alabama ; Ethel,  who  mar- 
ried D.  S.  Christie,  of  Georgiana,  Alabama ; Fannie, 
deceased ; and  Gertrude,  at  home. 

John  E.  Pilcher  was  reared  at  home  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  schools  near  his  father's  farm, 
occupying  himself  in  his  leisure  hours  with  the  work 
of  the  homestead,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  he 
had  reached  his  twentieth  year.  He  wras  married  about 
this  time  and  rented  land  upon  which  he  set  up  his  own 
household  and  which  he  cultivated  for  a period  of  one 
year  with  such  success  that  he  was  enabled  to  buy 
seventy-one  acres,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention  for 
a similar  period.  Perceiving  more  lucrative  oppor- 
tunities in  the  turpentine  business  he  engaged  in  that 
line  for  one  year  and  then  established  himself  in  the 
merchandise  business  at  Ellis,  Florida,  in  which  city 
he  remained  for  four  years,  conducting  an  establish- 
ment of  that  character  with  gratifying  success.  He 
then  removed  to  Marianna,  Florida,  remaining  there 
for  eight  months,  and  then  spent  one  year  with  his 
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father-in-law  but  in  1910  came  to  Malone,  entering 
the  store  of  Malone  Brothers,  Mr.  Pilcher  being  the 
second  man  to  locate  in  the  town.  lie  remained  in 
the  employ  of  Malone  Brothers  until  October,  1911, 
and  then,  deciding  to  establish  himself  independently 
in  the  same  business  bought  an  interest  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Mr.  Herring,  the  firm  name  becoming 
Herring  & Pilcher.  In  1913  Mr.  Pilcher  retired  from 
the  firm  of  Herring  & Pilcher  and  established  himself 
in  the  grocery  business,  to  which  line  he  has  given  his 
attention  since.  A man  of  progressive  ideas,  who 
energetically  applies  all  his  efforts  towards  reaching 
one  goal,  he  has  firmly  established  his  position  as  a 
merchant  in  this  region  and  his  attainment  thus  far 
promises  well  for  the  future.  His  store  is  modern 
and  up-to-date  and  would  be  a credit  to  a town  of 
much  larger  size  than  Malone,  carrying  a complete 
and  first-class  line  of  goods,  including  all  articles 
which  may  possibly  be  demanded  by  his  local  trade. 
He  also  owns  the  McAnulty  Plotel  in  this  place,  which 
he  conducts  along  modern  lines  and  which  returns  to 
him  a gratifying  annual  income. 

On  December  27,  1909,  Mr.  Pilcher  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Clara  McAnulty,  a daughter  of  F.  G. 
McAnulty,  a review  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pilcher  are  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Bertha  Lou.  Mr.  Pilcher  was  pre- 
viously married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Miss  Laura 
Rogers,  who  passed  away  March  10,  1903.  A young 
man  with  an  intelligent  understanding  of  prevailing 
conditions,  Mr.  Pilcher  can  always  be  found  in  the 
front  ranks  of  those  who  stand  for  advancement  and 
development,  and  any  measure  inaugurated  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  people  finds  in  him  a warm  cham- 
pion. He  has  cjiialified  to  act  as  a notary  public  and 
in  that  connection  comes  in  contact  with  a con- 
siderable amount  of  the  legal  transactions  done  in  this 
district.  Fraternally  he  is  a Red  Man  and  a Knight 
of  Pythias,  being  well  known  and  well  liked  in  these 
organizations.  His  religion  is  that  of  the  Baptist 
faith,  while  his  wife  is  a Methodist.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pilcher  are  highly  respected  for  their  good  qualities 
of  mind  and  character  and  their  friends  are  many. 
Yet  a young  man,  he  stands  upon  the  threshold  of  a 
career  that  promises  rich  rewards. 


WALTER  N.  KNIGHT. 

Walter  N.  Knight  is  classed  with  the  active  and 
energetic  business  men  of  Dunnellon,  where  he  is  con- 
ducting a meat  market.  Fie  was  born  in  Blackshear, 
Georgia,  October  14,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Wiley  and 
Winnie  Knight,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Georgia, 


the  father  a native  of  Tattnall  county  and  the  mother 
of  Bulloch  county.  Both  passed  away  in  Savannah, 
Georgia,  at  the  time  of  the  yellow  fever  epidemic, 
when  their  son,  Walter  N.,  was  but  seven  years  of 
age.  He  slept  in  the  same  room  where  his  parents 
were  laid  out  and  never  contracted  the  disease,  al- 
though the  next  to  the  youngest  of  the  seven  children 
died  of  the  fever. 

When  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven  years 
Walter  N.  Knight  went  to  live  with  relatives.  His 
educational  opportunities  were  limited  to  three  and 
a half  months’  attendance  at  school,  but  in  the  school 
of  experience  and  through  reading  and  observation 
he  has  since  learned  valuable  lessons  and  gained  a 
good  business  education.  He  resided  in  Bulloch 
county,  Georgia,  for  five  years  and  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  youth  was  a resident  of  Lowndes 
county,  where  he  married. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  18S0,  Mr.  Knight  arrived 
in  Florida,  settling  within  three  miles  of  Newman- 
ville,  where  he  continued  for  two  years.  He  engaged 
in  railroading  for  about  twenty  years  in  this  state  in 
connection  with  the  track  department,  spending  nine 
years  under  J.  S.  Jolly,  who  declared  that  he  never 
saw  a man  who  could  work  the  negroes  without  .cursr 
ing  and  abusing  them,  as  Mr.  Knight.  The  latter 
handled  the  black  men  with  kindness,  his  course  being 
in  marked  contrast  to  most  railroad  men  of  that  day. 
While  in  the  railroad  employ  his  family  lived  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  Marion  county,  Flor- 
ida, and  for  the  past  thirteen  years  the  family  home 
has  been  maintained  in  Dunnellon,  this  county,  where 
nine  years  ago  Mr.  Knight  opened  a meat  market.  He 
handles  both  Florida  and  western  products  and  also 
carries  a line  of  green  groceries.  He  has  always 
rented  the  city  market  and  maintains  most  sanitary 
conditions  in  the  conduct  of  his  business,  which  has 
constantly  grown  in  volume  and  importance,  bring- 
ing to  the  proprietor  a substantial  financial  return 
annually. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1878,  Mr.  Knight  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Henrietta  Cox,  who  was  born  in 
Lowndes  county,  Georgia,  in  1862,  a daughter  of 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Cox.  Her  father  died  while  serving 
in  the  war,  Mrs.  Knight  never  seeing  him.  By  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren : II.  W.,  who  is  superintendent  of  the  dye  plant 
at  Dunnellon ; E.  L.,  who  works  under  his  older 
brother;  C.  H.,  connected  with  the  Pensacola  Life 
Insurance  Company;  Ada;  Iris;  Osceola,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  and  a half  years;  and  Etta  Lee, 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 

From  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Mr.  Knight  has 
been  a loyal  and  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  for  nearly  twenty  years  has  served  as  deacon, 
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being  also  elected  to  that  office  after  his  arrival  in 
Dunnellon  thirteen  years  ago.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  cer- 
tainly deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accom- 
plished, for  he  is  both  a self-educated  and  self-made 
man.  As  previously  stated,  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  extremely  limited  and  his  wife  taught  him 
so  that  he  could  hold  the  positions  which  he  has  oc- 
cupied. He  learned  to  write  on  the  sand,  paper  being 
so  scarce  in  those  days,  and  had  mastered  that  art 
before  he  went  to  school.  The  first  money  he  earned 
was  used  in  improving  his  education  and  when  the 
sum  was  exhausted  he  married  and  his  wife  became 
his  teacher.  He  has,  indeed,  been  a thorough,  earnest 
student  in  the  school  of  experience  and  what  he  has 
accomplished  makes  him  one  of  Dunnellon  s most 
respected  and  worthy  citizens. 


E.  S.  CRILL,  M.  D. 

The  name  of  Dr.  E.  S.  Grill  has  come  to  be  regarded 
in  Palatka  and  throughout  Putnam  county  as  a syno- 
nym for  progressive  and  far-sighted  business  ability 
and  constructive  statesmanship,  for  along  both  lines 
he  has  worked  ably  and  steadfastly  for  many  years, 
being  today  not  only  one  of  the  leading  financiers  of 
Florida  but  also  one  of  the  great  individual  forces  in 
state  politics.  He  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  December  25,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  Levi  and 
Adelaide  A.  (Nagle)  Crill,  natives  of  New  York,  both 
of  Dutch  descent.  The  father  was  born  in  Oneida 
county  and  both  parents  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
New  York  state.  In  their  family  were  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  seven  survive. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Crill  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  in 
Oneida  county,  attending  country  school  and  afterward 
entering  Whitestown  Seminary.  Having  determined 
to  study  medicine,  he  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute  at  Cincinnati  and  while  pursuing  his  studies 
also  taught  school  for  two  years.  He  received  his 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1865  and  soon  afterward  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  for  several  years,  coming  to  Florida  in  1874. 
He  located  in  Lake  George,  on  the  St.  John’s  river, 
but  remained  there  only  a short  time,  coming  to  Palatka 
in  1877.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion here  and  his  ability  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
and  skill  along  medical  lines  soon  gained  for  him  a 
large  and  representative  patronage. 

Dr.  Crill  abandoned  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
1885  and  since  that  time  has  been  active  in  business 
and  politics,  having  won  distinction  and  prominence  in 


both  fields.  His  political  career  began  in  1880,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate,  serving  in  the  bien- 
nial sessions  of  1881  to  1883.  His  able  work  was  widely 
recognized  and  in  1884  he  was  reelected,  serving  until 
1885,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the  position 
of  state  treasurer  in  Governor  Peary’s  cabinet.  He 
served  with  distinction  for  four  years  and  then,  in 
1889,  resumed  private  life,  becoming  interested  in  the 
East  Florida  Savings  & Trust  Company  of  Palatka, 
of  which  he  has  since  served  as  president.  In  this 
position  his  excellent  business  and  executive  ability 
have  been  called  forth  and  it  is  largely  due  to  his  well 
directed  and  intelligent  efforts  that  the  company  today 
controls  one  of  the  most  solid  and  substantial  financial 
institutions  in  the  state.  The  officers  are : E.  S.  Crill, 
president;  W.  H.  Cook,  vice  president;  and  W.  S. 
Burdette,  secretary.  The  trustees  are : E.  S.  Crill, 
Marcus  Loeb,  W.  H.  Cook,  J.  A.  Crosby,  of  San  Mateo, 
and  J.  F.  Tenney.  The  East  Florida  Savings  & Trust 
Company  has  a capital  stock  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, a surplus  fund  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
and  undivided  profits  amounting  to  twenty-nine  thou- 
sand and  sixty-four  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents, 
while  the  amount  on  deposit  was  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1912,  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand, nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  ninety- 
nine  cents.  A general  banking  business  is  transacted 
and  safety  fireproof  deposit  vaults  are  rented  to  pat- 
rons. Dr.  Crill  is  a member  of  the  state  and  national 
bankers’  associations  and  is  one  of  the  most  able  finan- 
ciers in  this  part  of  Florida.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
board  of  bond  trustees  at  the  time  bonds  were  being 
issued  for  paving  the  streets  of  Palatka  and  fulfilled 
his  trust  in  a capable  and  worthy  manner. 

Dr.  Crill  has  been  twice  married.  He  wedded  first 
in  1875  Miss  Anna  A.  Coppock,  a native  of  New  York. 
She  died  at  Lake  George,  Florida,  leaving  one  child, 
Carrie  H.,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Markham,  of  Tallahassee. 
Dr.  Crill  married  again  in  1877,  his  second  wife  being 
Josephine  E.  Van  Sinderen,  a native  of  New  York. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  children : Blanche, 

who  married  John  IT.  Randolph,  Jr.,  of  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia ; and  Edna,  the  wife  of  Charles  P.  Cooper,  an 
attorney  in  Jacksonville. 

Dr.  Crill  is  a stanch  democrat  and  since  casting  his 
first  vote  has  supported  this  party  at  the  polls.  Aside 
from  the  offices  above  mentioned  he  served  from  1881 
to  1882  as  mayor  of  Palatka  and  was  for  the  third 
time  elected  to  the  state  senate  in  1897,  serving  three 
consecutive  four  year  terms.  His  political  ability,  his 
high  standards  of  political  morality  and  his  aggressive- 
ness and  enterprise  were  felt  as  important  forces  in 
the  work  of  the  legislative  body,  which  knew  him  as  a 
man  unbending  in  his  integrity  and  undevitating  in  his 
support  of  progressive  public  measures.  In  all  things 
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his  life  has  measured  up  to  the  highest  standards  of 
honorable  manhood  and  he  is  well  worthy  of  a high 
place  among  Palatka’s  prominent  and  respected  citizens. 


CHARLES  H.  KETCHUM. 

Florida,  quickened  into  new  life  within  the  past 
few  decades  through  the  efforts  of  ambitious  and 
public-spirited  men,  has  become  a populous,  pros- 
perous and  progressive  state,  constantly  attracting  to 
herself  other  energetic  and  enterprising  citizens  whose 
labors  in  various  Helds  of  endeavor  are  contributing 
to  the  general  business  development.  To  the  latter 
class  belongs  Charles  H.  Ketchum,  whose  many  in- 
terests have  brought  him  into  close  touch  with  the 
financial,  commercial,  industrial,  political,  military  and 
fraternal  life  of  this,  his  adopted  state.  A native  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Ketchum  was  born  at  Candor,  No- 
vember 21,  1876,  a son  of  the  Hon.  William  P. 
Ketchum,  who  served  for  three  terms  as  a member 
of  congress,  representing  the  twenty-sixth  New  York 
district,  and  later  was  a commissioner  of  the  District 
of  Columbia.  He,  too,  was  born  in  the  Empire  state, 
his  birth  occurring  in  the  town  of  Dover,  and  in  his 
early  manhood  he  engaged  in  school  teaching,  one  of 
his  pupils  being  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  C.  Platt,  United 
States  senator  from  New  York.  William  P.  Ketchum 
passed  away  on  the  7th  of  April,  1906,  and  is  still 
survived  by  his  widow,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was 
Lany  Smith  Ivory.  Mrs.  Ketchum  makes  her  home 
at  Candor,  New  York. 

In  his  native  town  Charles  IT.  Ketchum  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  in  the  public  schools  there  acquired 
his  early  education.  In  a competitive  examination 
conducted  in  Tioga  county  he  won  a free  scholarship 
at  Cornell  University  and,  availing  himself  of  this 
opportunity  to  supplement  his  learning,  entered  the 
law  department  of  that  institution,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1894.  He  at  once  began  practice 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Middaugh  & Ketchum,  remaining  thus  engaged  for 
about  eighteen  months.  The  year  1896  witnessed  his 
first  arrival  in  Florida,  at  which  time  he  became  chief 
clerk  in  the  quartermaster’s  department  at  the  Key 
West  barracks  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
Spanish-American  war.  He  later  enlisted  as  a pri- 
vate in  Battery  A,  First  United  States  Artillery,  and 
as  a member  of  that  command  was  stationed  at  Fort 
Taylor,  Key  West,  until  the  close  of  the  war.  At 
his  own  request  he  was  discharged  from  active  serv- 
ice, the  late  Thomas  C.  Platt,  a personal  friend, 
securing  his  release  from  the  secretary  of  war,  after 
which  Mr.  Ketchum  resumed  his  duties  as  clerk  in 


the  quartermaster’s  department  at  Key  West.  At 
the  expiration  of  three  months,  however,  he  resigned 
that  position  and  returned  to  Candor,  New  York, 
where  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  postmaster  by 
President  McKinley,  faithfully  performing  his  duties 
in  that  connection  for  one  year  and  four  months, 
after  which  he  resigned  and  once  more  came  to  Flor- 
ida, reaching  Key  West  in  1901.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  brokerage  and  insurance 
business  in  this  city,  in  which  connection  he  has  built 
up  a large  and  representative  clientage.  He  is  resi- 
dent agent  at  Key  West  for  the  United  States  Fidelity 
& Guarantee  Company  of  Baltimore  and  is  also  the 
agent  in  this  city  for  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  New  York,  and  these  firms  have  found  an 
able  and  efficient  representative  in  Mr.  Ketchum. 
This  connection,  however,  does  not  indicate  the  scope 
of  his  interests,  for  during  his  residence  in  this  city 
he  has  become  identified  with  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant incorporated  concerns  in  Key  West,  serving 
at  present  as  a director  of  the  Island  City  National 
Bank  and  the  Consumers  Ice  Company,  two  of  Key 
West’s  largest  enterprises,  while  he  was  formerly 
president  of  the  Consumers  Bottling  Company. 

Although  the  foregoing  would  indicate  Mr.  Ketchum 
to  be  a man  whose  business  connections  make  heavy 
demand  upon  his  time,  his  business  interests,  however, 
have  not  been  allowd  to  monopolize  his  entire  atten- 
tion and  in  the  political  circles  of  the  community  he 
has  become,  perhaps,  equally  well  known.  He  served 
for  one  term  of  two  years  as  councilman  at  large  at 
the  time  when  the  bond  issue  for  the  street  paving 
was  a burning  question  and  he  worked  diligently  and 
effectively  for  the  proposition  with  the  result  that 
the  bond  issue  carried  and  Key  West  today  has  some 
of  the  best  paved  streets  to  be  found  in  any  city  in 
the  state.  While  sitting  in  the  council  he  also  labored 
in  behalf  of  the  granting  of  a gas  plant  franchise, 
and  that  his  efforts  and  those  of  his  colleagues  were 
successful  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  today  Key 
West  has  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  gas  plants  in 
Florida,  costing  approximately  a half  million  dollars. 

But  not  to  his  business  and  political  activity,  how- 
ever, is  the  scope  of  Mr.  Ketchum’s  interest  con- 
fined, for  he  is  very  popular  in  fraternal  circles  of 
the  city  as  well.  Fie  is  a prominent  Mason,  having 
attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite 
and  the  Knight  Templar  degree  in  the  York  Rite, 
while  he  is  also  a Mystic  Shriner.  He  is  at  present 
secretary  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  at  Key  West 
and  is  a past  master,  past  high  priest,  past  eminent 
commander,  past  prelate  and  a past  wise  master  in 
the  Knights  of  Kadosh  in  the  Scottish  Rite  branch  of 
Masonry.  Lie  is  also  grand  principal  sojourner  of 
the  grand  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  is  grand 
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senior  warden  in  the  grand  commandery  of  the  state. 
He  is  likewise  a member  of  the  Elks,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Odd  Fellows  lodges  and  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 

Mr.  Kctchum  was  married,  in  Key  West,  on  the 
17th  of  ‘May,  1899,  to  Miss  Jennie  L.  Roberts,  a 
native  of  this  city  and  the  daughter  of  the  late  Ben- 
jamin Roberts,  who  was  a well  known  citizen  of  the 
Island  city.  Unto  this  union  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, Benjamin  William,  Louise  and  Eva  May,  aged 
eleven,  four  and  one  year  respectively.  Personal 
success  has  come  to  Mr.  Ketchum  as  the  result  of 
his  recognition  of  opportunities  as  they  presented 
themselves  and  his  fit  utilization  of  innate  talents, 
prompted  by  laudable  ambition  and  guided  and  di- 
rected by  keen  discernment.  Although  he  has  not 
yet  attained  the  prime  of  his  manhood  he  occupies  a 
foremost  place  among  the  progressive,  prosperous  and 
well  known  citizens  of  Key  West,  and  few  citizens  of 
the  Island  city  have  been  more  closely  connected  with 
the  various  phases  that  go  to  make  up  community 
life  than  he.  The  broad  and  varied  character  of  his 
interests  has  maintained  an  even  balance  in  his  career 
and  he  is  actuated  in  all  that  he  does  by  a high  sense 
of  honor  and  upright  principles. 


ADDIEL  M.  JACKSON,  D.  D.  S. 

The  advanced  and  enlightened  methods  of  dental 
practice  which  in  the  last  quarter  of  a century  have 
practically  revolutionized  the  profession  find  a worthy 
exponent  in  Dr.  Addiel  M.  Jackson,  of  Miami,  whose 
ability  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  has  gained  for  him 
a foremost  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  dental  fraternity 
in  the  south.  He  was  born  on  a plantation  in  Pike 
county,  Georgia,  July  3,  1866,  and  is  a son  of  Rev. 
John  A.  and  Virginia  (Moore)  Jackson,  both  natives 
of  Georgia,  the  former  born  in  Upson  county,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1836.  He  was  a farmer  and  a Baptist  clergy- 
man and  served  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  died  May  9,  1908,  and  is  survived  by 
his  widow,  who  makes  her  home  in  Georgia.  To  their 
union  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  the  subject 
of  this  review  is  the  only  one  living  in  Florida. 

Dr.  Addiel  M.  Jackson  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
plantation  in  Pike  county  and  attended  a school  con- 
ducted near  the  property.  His  advantages  along  this 
line,  however,  were  very  limited  and  in  his  youth  it 
was  his  custom  after  doing  a hard  day’s  work  on  the 
farm  to  read  or  study  at  night  by  the  light  of  a pine 
knot.  In  this  way  he  first  became  interested  in  den- 
tistry and  acquired  his  first  knowledge  of  the  dental 


science.  Ambitious  for  further  attainment  along  this 
line,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  entered  the  dental 
department  of  the  Southern  Medical  College  at  At- 
lanta and  was  graduated  from  the  institution  with  the 
degree  of  D.  D.  S.  in  1892.  He  at  once  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  since  at- 
tained prominence  and  distinction,  his  reputation  ex- 
tending beyond  the  state  boundaries.  He  opened  his 
first  office  in  Milledgeville,  Georgia,  where  he  prac- 
ticed for  nine  years,  going  at  the  end  of  that  time 
to  Macon.  In  1911,  owing  to  the  impaired  condition 
of  his  health,  he  came  to  Florida  and  settled  in  Miami. 
He  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  here,  where  he  now  stands  as  an 
exponent  of  the  most  modern  and  advanced  profes- 
sional thought.  His  ability  has  gained  for  him  a 
liberal  and  representative  patronage  and  he  is  very 
successful  in  its  conduct. 

Dr.  Jackson  has  never  considered  his  professional 
education  complete  but  is  always  supplementing  it 
by  individual  research  and  investigation  and  in  1909 
took  a post-graduate  course  in  the  Haskell  Post- 
Graduate  Dental  College  of  Chicago.  Fie  is  well 
known  to  his  brethren  in  the  dental  fraternity,  being 
a member  of  the  National  Dental  Association,  the 
southern  branch  of  the  National  Dental  Association 
and  the  Florida  State  Dental  Society.  Fie  is  an  hon- 
orary member  and  ex-president  of  the  Georgia  State 
Dental  Society  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  At- 
lanta (Ga.)  and  Macon  (Ga.)  Dental  Societies.  He 
was  a member  of  the  fourth  international  dental  con- 
gress held  at  St.  Louis  in  1904  and  served  as  a dele- 
gate to  the  Jamestown  Dental  Convention  held  during 
the  Jamestown  exposition.  He  is  in  addition  past 
president  of  the  association  for  enforcing  the  Georgia 
dental  laws  and  in  this  way  not  only  keeps  in  touch 
with  the  most  advanced  thought  of  his  profession 
but  is  leaving  the  impress  of  his  ability  and  knowledge 
upon  the  development  of  the  dental  science  in  many 
of  its  most  important  phases.  Dr.  Jackson  is  an  in- 
ventor of  great  originality  and  ability,  having  per- 
fected a cooling  attachment  for  dental  impression 
trays  and  also  a chip  blower  with  a compressed  air 
attachment  for  a hand  piece. 

Dr.  Jackson  married,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1896, 
Miss  Mary  White,  of  Covington,  Georgia,  a daughter 
of  the  Rev.  John  M.  White,  a Methodist  clergyman 
in  that  city.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  three  chil- 
dren : Gladys,  aged  thirteen ; Lois,  ten ; and  Addiel, 

Jr.,  aged  three.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  and  fraternally  Dr.  Jackson  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order,  being  past  master  of  the 
blue  lodge  and  a member  of  the  Knights  Templar 
and  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has  gained 
recognition  as  one  of  the  able  and  successful  dentists 
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in  the  state  and  by  his  labors,  his  high  professional 
attainments  and  his  sterling  characteristics  has  justi- 
fied the  respect  and  confidence  in  which  he  is  held 
by  the  dental  fraternity  and  the  local  public. 


E.  G.  MIDDLETON. 

The  name  of  the  late  E.  G.  Middleton  is  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  many  in  the  Hastings  district,  who 
esteemed  him  one  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  and 
highest  type  of  citizen.  He  owned  a valuable  prop- 
erty comprising  sixty-five  acres  of  highly  fertile  land 
three  miles  south  of  Hastings,  known  as  the  Pleasant 
View  Farm.  He  was  a native  of  England,  where  he 
was  born  on  July  1 7,  1865,  and  at  the  age  of  five 
years,  in  1870,  came  with  his  parents  to  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  in  which  state  he  resided  until  he  re- 
moved to  Florida.  His  parents  were  George  Z.  and 
Sarah  Jane  (Parkes)  Middleton,  both  natives  of  Kent 
county,  England.  The  father  was  a brick  manufac- 
turer but  largely  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  at- 
taining success  along  that  line,  and  passed  away  in 
Ohio  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  while  the  mother 
died  when  fifty-eight  years  of  age.  In  their  family 
were  five  children : Ellen  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of 

George  Moore,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ; W.  J.,  also  a 
resident  of  that  city;  Alice  C.,  who  married  Charles 
Philips  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  and  Clarence  A., 
of  Lakewood,  Ohio. 

E.  G.  Middleton,  the  other  member  of  the  family 
and  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  resided  with  his 
parents  near  Cleveland,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
September,  1905,  when  he  came  to  Florida.  With 
the  exception  of  three  years  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  during  his  entire  life,  but  in  that  time  held 
for  one  year  the  position  of  foreman  of  a freight 
house  on  a boat  line  and  for  two  years  was  engaged 
with  his  brother,  W.  J.,  in  the  grocery  business.  He 
came  to  Florida  to  manage  a farm,  which  was  owned 
by  a stock  company  in  which  he  was  financially  in- 
terested but  in  January,  1910,  he  bought  the  prop- 
erty upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death.  His  farm 
comprised  sixty-five  acres  of  very  fertile  land  lo- 
cated on  the  boulevard,  three  miles  south  of  Hastings. 
It  is  known  as  Pleasant  View  Farm  and  when  Mr. 
Middleton  purchased  the  property  it  was  entirely  un- 
improved and  mostly  in  timber,  but  he  cleared  the 
tract  and  fifty- two  acres  are  now  under  high  culti- 
vation. He  placed  upon  his  land  substantial  and 
suitable  buildings  and  most  of  his  acres  were  devoted 
to  potato  culture  and  general  farming.  Following- 
progressive  methods  and  industriously  and  energet- 
ically applying  himself  to  his  tasks,  Mr.  Middleton 


became  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  district, 
increasing  the  value  of  his  farm  to  a considerable 
extent. 

In  June,  1884,  Mr.  Middleton  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Esther  M.  Bartlett,  a native  of  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  S.  R.  and  Martha  Bartlett,  the  former 
a native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  New  York  state. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Middleton  were  the  parents  of  two 
children : Minnie  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Hutton,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio ; and  George  E.,  who  remains  at 
home  with  his  mother. 

Mr.  Middleton  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  to  which  organization  he  gave  his 
moral  and  material  support.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  both  he  and  his  wife  belonging 
to  the  Eastern  Star,  and  affiliated  also  with  the  Wood- 
men, practicing  in  his  life  the  principles  of  brother- 
hood taught  by  these  organizations.  Mr.  Middleton 
became  a successful  man  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word  and  .did  something  more  than  merely  obtain 
prosperity  for  himself  by  becoming  a factor  for  good 
in  the  development  and  advancement  of  this  section, 
having  played  no  unimportant  part  in  bringing  about 
its  growth.  His  untimely  death  on  March  13,  1913, 
was  a matter  of  deep  and  widespread  regret  to  his 
many  friends,  and  an  irreparable  loss  to  his  immedi- 
ate family.  The  great  esteem  in  which  he  was 
universally  held  remains  with  the  memory  of  his  noble 
manhood  a consolation  to  those  who  survive  him,  w'hen 
he  was  taken  in  the  midst  of  an  active  career  and  the 
best  years  of  his  life  to  the  Home  Beyond. 


K.  BORSON. 

From  a farm  hand  at  the  princely  wage  of  five 
dollars  per  month  to  the  position  of  bank  president 
is  a wide  step  to  take  and  it  is  a much  more  re- 
markable achievement  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
man  who  took  this  step  is  one  who  was  born  in  a 
foreign  land  and  who  came  to  this  country  unable  to 
speak  the  language  when  he  started  out  upon  his 
career — one  whose  labors  were  given  for  years  at  a 
low  wage  as  he  had  not  only  to  learn  a new  tongue 
but  also  a vocation.  That  man  is  K.  Borson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Crescent  City,  Florida,  and 
former  mayor  of  that  city.  What  particularly  stands 
forth  from  his  life  record  is  the  dogged  perseverance 
which  he  displayed  in  attaining  his  ends  and  his  am- 
bition to  succeed,  which  qualities  are  most  clearly 
manifest  from  the  fact  that  as  a grown  man  he  at- 
tended school  for  two  years  to  master  English  in  an 
effort  to  increase  his  earning  power  and  to  better 
prepare  himself  for  life’s  duties.  It  is  seldom  that  a 
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man  who  works  with  his  hands  shows  the  right 
appreciation  of  education  but  this  wider  outlook  upon 
life  has  always  been  evident  in  the  character  of  Mr. 
Borson  and  has  made  him  successful  in  those  wider 
and  more  remunerative  fields  of  labor  in  which  he 
has  achieved  so  remarkable  a position. 

Mr.  Borson  was  born  in  Norway  in  1861  and  made 
his  home  in  his  native  country  until  he  attained  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  when  the  stories  of  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  venturesome  which  came  from  the  west- 
ern hemisphere  decided  him  to  seek  those  advantages 
and  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Screven 
county,  Georgia.  A poor  lad  without  means  and  with- 
out connections,  he  had  to  accept  such  work  as  offered 
itself  and  his  first  position  was  that  of  farm  hand,  in 
which  capacity  he  worked  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  having  to  consider  himself  lucky  under 
the  circumstances,  as  he  did  not  know  the  language 
of  the  country  nor  was  he  acquainted  with  its  farm- 
ing methods.  Eager  to  learn  and  adapting  himself 
readily  to  new  circumstances,  he  obtained  in  the  next 
year  a better  position  at  nine  dollars  per  month,  work- 
ing in  the  same  capacity,  and  was  so  elated  with  his 
progress  that  he  considered  the  rate  of  payment  quite 
sufficient  to  make  him  a rich  man.  After  five  months, 
however,  he  took  up  brick  making  and  worked  for 
three  years  at  this  occupation  at  the  rate  of  fourteen 
dollars  per  month,  learning  at  the  same  time  the 
trade  of  a mason.  After  that  he  received  two  dollars 
per  day  and,  recognizing  the  drawback  of  not  being 
able  to  speak  the  language,  he  went  for  two  years  to 
school  to  master  English.  He  followed  his  trade  for 
four  or  five  years  and  then  became  connected  with 
the  naval  store  business,  buying  a half  interest  in  an 
establishment  which  was  located  in  Georgia.  Sub- 
sequently he  conducted  an  enterprise  of  this  kind  for 
three  years  alone  and  in  1898  came  to  Florida,  en- 
gaging in  turpentine  farming  at  Long  Station  and 
being  so  occupied  for  six  years.  He  was  also  for 
that  length  of  time  connected  with  the  naval  store 
business  in  that  part  of  the  state  and  his  efforts  along 
both  lines  were  successful,  so  that  at  the  end  of  that 
period  he  had  acquired  sufficient  means  to  enable  him 
to  sell  out,  and,  coming  to  Crescent  City,  lie  has  lived 
here  ever  since  practically  retired,  enjoying  the  ad- 
vantages of  a well  nigh  perfect  climate  in  well  earned 
rest.  He  has  extensive  real-estate  interests  in  the 
city  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Crescent  City 
Bank  in  1909  was  elected  to  the  position  of  president 
and  has  done  excellent  work  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  the  bank  in  that  capacity. 

In  1898  Mr.  Borson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
D.  Ella  Smith,  a native  of  Georgia  and  a daughter  of 
Julius  N.  and  Lizzie  Smith,  natives  of  that  state,  where 
both  still  reside.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Mr. 


Borsoirs  ability  along  administrative  lines  has  been 
readily  recognized  by  his  fellow  townsmen  and  he  has 
been  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  Crescent  City  and 
for  a number  of  years  has  served  on  its  city  council, 
doing  valuable  and  efficient  work  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  the  city.  Flis  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
democratic  party.  He  is  a devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  taking  a deep  interest  in  its  work  and 
serving  as  a trustee.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  con- 
fined to  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  holds  the  rank 
of  Master  Mason.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borson  make  their 
home  in  the  old  Capple  residence  which  he  purchased 
and  which  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  residences  in 
the  heart  of  the  city.  There  both  extend  a warm- 
hearted hospitality  to  their  many  friends  who  delight 
to  honor  and  esteem  them  for  their  many  high  quali- 
ties of  heart  and  mind. 


PATRICK  HENRY  ODOM. 

Patrick  Henry  Odom  is  actively  connected  with  the 
profession  which  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
progress  and  stable  prosperity  of  any  section  or  com- 
munity and  one  which  has  long  been  considered  as 
conserving  the  public  welfare  by  furthering  the  ends 
of  justice  and  maintaining  individual  rights.  He  is  now 
city  attorney  of  Jacksonville  and  in  this  position  has 
made  a most  creditable  record,  carefully  safeguarding 
the  municipal  interests  and  in  so  doing  proving  his 
ability  to  cope  with  intricate  problems  of  law.  Fie  was 
born  in  Toombs  county,  Georgia,  February  3,  1874, 
a son  of  James  H.  and  Jane  (McNatt ) Odom.  He  sup- 
plemented his  early  education  by  a course  in  Emory 
College,  in  which  he  won  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  and 
Master  of  Arts.  He  afterward  entered  the  University 
of  Georgia  in  preparation  for  the  practice  of  law  and 
was  graduated  B.  L.  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1901.  The  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
opened  an  office  at  Palatka,  Florida,  where  he  remained 
for  about  one  year.  In  1902  he  removed  to  Jackson- 
ville, where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  active  practice 
of  his  profession.  His  advancement  has  been  con- 
tinuous as  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  cope  with 
intricate  problems  of  the  law.  He  has  always  been 
most  careful  and  painstaking  in  the  preparation  of  his 
cases  and  his  deductions  follow  in  logical  sequence. 
For  a time  he  was  associated  with  the  firm  of  Barrs  & 
Bryan  and  later  entered  into  partnership  with  J.  M. 
Barrs  under  the  firm  style  of  Barrs  & Odom.  This 
connection  was  continued  until  March,  1910,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Odom  has  been  alone.  Mr.  Barrs 
was  city  attorney  most  of  the  time  during  their  partner- 
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ship  association,  and  in  March,  1910,  Mr.  Odom  was 
elected  to  that  office,  in  which  he  made  so  creditable  a 
record  that  he  was  reelected  in  December,  1911,  and 
is  now  serving  for  a second  term.  He  has  built  up  a 
very  fine  law  practice  and  his  power  is  recognized  by 
the  ablest  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  in  his  city. 

Mr.  Odom  also  has  attractive  social  qualities  which 
render  him  a popular  member  of  a number  of  the 
leading  clubs  of  the  city.  He  belongs  to  the  Seminole, 
Elks,  Germania  and  Commercial  Clubs  and  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  all  which  find  in  him  a worthy  representa- 
tive, appreciative  of  the  spirit  of  camaraderie  and  in- 
terested in  the  prospects  for  which  the  organizations 
stand. 


HAAKON  PAULSEN. 

One  of  the  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens 
of  Pensacola  now  engaged  in  important  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  juvenile  court  is  Haakon  Paulsen, 
who  was  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  January  19, 
1876.  He  is  a son  of  John  Paulsen,  also  a native  of 
Norway,  who  was  born  in  October,  1850,  and  died  in 
1895. 

Haakon  Paulsen  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Hamburg  and  Philadelphia  and  in  1895 
removed  to  Florida,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
served  through  the  Spanish-American,  war  in  the 
United  States  navy,  acting  as  quartermaster  under 
Admiral  Schley  on  the  United  States  ship  Brooklyn, 
and  with  a creditable  military  record  returned  to 
Pensacola  and  resumed  his  construction  contracting 
work,  in  which  he  had  previously  been  engaged.  He 
continued  his  connection  with  this  line  of  occupation 
until  1911,  when  he  abandoned  it  in  order  to  concen- 
trate his  attention  upon  important  work  in  the  juvenile 
courts.  In  this  connection  he  has  already  accom- 
plished far-reaching  and  beneficial  results  in  bringing 
delinquents  under  proper  restraint,  finding  homes  lor 
many  children  and  placing  others  in  reform  institu- 
tions, where  they  are  being  trained  in  good  citi- 
zenship. He  is  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the 
humanitarian  spirit  which  constitutes  the  foundation 
of  juvenile  courts,  believing  that  with  proper  environ- 
ment and  training  the  majority  of  the  youthful  of- 
fenders may  be  redeemed  for  lives  of  usefulness. 

Mr.  Paulsen  married,  January  15,  1899,  Miss  Gracie 
Reed,  a native  of  Pensacola,  born  September  23, 
1882.  They  have  four  children:  Richard,  eleven 

years  of  age;  John,  aged  nine;  Gracie  Lenora,  aged 
five;  and  Fredrik,  aged  three,  all  born  in  Pensacola. 

Mr.  Paulsen  is  a devout  adherent  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Demo- 
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cratic  party  and  has  served  ably  and  creditably  as 
probation  officer.  He  is  a progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  active  in  every  movement  calculated 
to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and 
can  boast  of  business  and  official  records  over  which 
there  falls  no  shadow  of  dishonor  or  unworthiness. 


ROBERT  MARSHALL  PRICE. 

Robert  Marshall  Price,  who  since  1911  has  made 
his  initiative  spirit  and  executive  ability  a factor  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Miami  Bank  & Trust  Company,  of 
which  he  is  vice  president,  was  born  in  Rockingham 
county,  Virginia,  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  October 
31,  1881.  He  is  a son  of  James  Robert  Price,  who 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  who  served  in  a Virginia 
regiment  of  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  for  a time  a courier  on  Colonel  Edgar’s 
staff.  For  a number  of  years  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  merchandising  and  was  very  successful  in  both 
branches  of  his  occupation.  He  now  makes  his  home 
in  Harrisonburg,  Virginia.  His  wife,  who  was  in 
her  maidenhood  Miss  Mary  M.  Marshall,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  a daughter  of  Mansfield  Mai-shall,  a 
prosperous  planter  in  that  state.  She  belongs  to  the 
distinguished  Marshall  family  of  which  John  Mar- 
shall, once  chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  was 
also  a member.  On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Price  is 
a grandson  of  Rev.  Addison  H.  Price,  a well  known 
Presbyterian  clergyman. 

Robert  M.  Price  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  plan- 
tation in  Virginia  and  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  Rockingham  county  public  schools.  He  later  com- 
pleted a law  course  in  the  University  of  Virginia, 
graduating  in  1906.  In  the  same  year  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  but  before  his  graduation  had  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  secretary  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,  a capacity  in  which  he  acted  for  four  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1909  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
and  there  for  one  year  looked  after  the  legal  and 
financial  interests  of  the  Everglade  Land  and  Sales 
Company.  He  came  to  Miami  in  1911  and  aided  in 
the  organization  of  the  Miami  Bank  & Trust  Company, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  vice  president  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors,  proving  himself  an  able 
business  man  and  a resourceful  and  far-sighted  finan- 
cier. He  is,  moreover,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Biscayne  Realty  Company  and  treasurer  of  the 
Florida  Title  Company,  and  is  the  owner  of  valuable 
holdings  in  city  and  county  real  estate,  to  the  develop- 
ment of  which  he  gives  a great  deal  of  his  time. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1912,  Mr.  Price  married 
Miss  Margaret  Hawthorne  Bryan,  a daughter  of  the 
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Hon.  John  Milton  Bryan,  ex-member  of  the  Florida 
state  legislature  and  also  a former  member  of  the 
Florida  state  railroad  commission. 

Mr.  Price  is  affiliated  with  the  Colonnade  Club  of 
the  University  of  Virginia  and  was  initiated  into 
Delta  Tau  Delta  and  Delta  Chi,  the  latter  a legal 
fraternity.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  is  numbered  among  the  progressive  and 
representative  men  of  the  city,  for  in  all  of  his  deal- 
ings he  has  been  thoroughly  reliable  and  in  matters  of 
citizenship  helpful  and  progressive,  giving  his  aid 
and  influence  to  many  measures  for  the  public  good. 


LOUIS  B.  BOUCHELLE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Louis  B.  Bouchelle  is  one  of  the  able  and  suc- 
cessful physicians  and  surgeons  of  New  Smyrna  and 
is  also  well  known  in  financial  and  business  circles, 
his  interests  along  these  lines  being  extensive  and 
representative.  He  acquired  his  medical  education  in 
the  medical  college  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1891,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
He  practiced  first  in  Thomasville,  Georgia,  and  then 
in  Jasper,  Florida,  coming  to  New  Smyrna  in  1894. 
He  has  been  continuously  in  practice  here  since  that 
time  and  his  knowledge  and  ability  have  secured  for 
him  a liberal  patronage.  He  is  also  interested  in 
business  affairs,  and  is  known  as  an  organizer  and 
promoter  of  various  enterprises,  all  of  which  are  im- 
portant elements  in  the  general  business  life  of  the 
community.  In  1894  he  established  a drug  store, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  until  1907,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  it.  One  year  afterward  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  and  insurance 
business  and  now  handles  a great  deal  of  valuable 
property.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Fidelity  Bank,  and  as  its  vice  president  has  assisted  in 
making  it  one  of  the  leading  moneyed  institutions  in 
that  part  of  the  state. 

Dr.  Bouchelle  married  Miss  Anne  Zelia  Sams,  of 
New  Smyrna,  a daughter  of  F.  W.  and  Zelia  (Shel- 
don) Sams.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bouchelle  have  three  chil- 
dren, Louis  B.,  Jr.,  Zelia  and  Anderson  Childs.  The 
Doctor  has  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  Along  professional  lines  he  is  a member  of 
the  State,  County  and  Southern  Medical  Societies  and 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  through  the  in- 
terchange of  thought  and  opinion  in  these  organiza- 
tions, as  well  as  through  his  own  study  and  research, 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  advancement  of  his  profession. 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  New  Smyrna, 


where  his  name  stands  for  progress  and  advancement 
in  both  business  and  medical  circles,  and  he  has  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 


THOMAS  ERNEST  MOBLEY. 

Among  the  young  and  aggressive  farmers  of  Hast- 
ings, Florida,  who  are  reaping  prosperity,  is  Thomas 
Ernest  Mobley,  who  has  obtained  excellent  results  by 
the  progressive  and  up-to-date  methods  which  he  has 
followed.  He  owns  a farm  of  sixty-five  acres  situ- 
ated three  miles  south  of  Hastings,  which  he  has 
developed  from  wild  land  and  which  is  now  consid- 
ered one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  district.  By 
following  principles  of  intensive  farming  and  scien- 
tific methods  he  has  in  the  short  space  of  four  years 
brought  his  land  to  a very  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Mobley  was  born  in  Winnsboro,  Fairfield  county, 
South  Carolina,  December  25,  1884,  and  is  a son  of 
W.  D.  and  Sallie  M.  (Neil)  Mobley,  natives  of  the 
same  county  and  state.  The  father  passed  away  in 
Florida  in  1905  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  hav- 
ing come  with  his  family  in  1895  and  having  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  entire  life.  He  was 
prominently  connected  with  farming  interests  while 
a resident  of  Micanopy,  Florida,  and  was  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  that  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mobley  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Nannie 
G.,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Gladney,  who  is  mentioned  at 
greater  length  in  another  part  of  this  work;  Lilly 
Gray,  of  Winnsboro,  South  Carolina ; Thomas  Ernest, 
of  this  review;  and  Fannie,  the  wife  of  Richard 
McVeen,  of  Sumner,  Florida. 

Mr.  Mobley  of  this  review  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  during  his  early  youth  spent  his 
time  largely  in  Florida  and  South  Carolina.  He  at- 
tended the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  subse- 
quently supplemented  his  education  by  attending  high 
school  for  three  years  and,  later  on,  taking  a course 
in  a business  college  for  one  year.  His  first  position 
was  with  the  Seaboard  Railway,  in  which  connection 
he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  for  a period  of  seven 
years.  For  the  last  four  years  he  has  given  his  whole 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  farm  on  which 
he  resides.  The  property  comprises  sixty-five  acres 
and  is  located  at  a distance  of  about  three  miles  south 
of  Hastings  on  the  boulevard.  When  Mr.  Mobley 
took  charge  of  the  tract  it  was  entirely  undeveloped 
and  he  cleared  and  put  it  under  cultivation  and  has 
brought  it  in  the  short  space  of  time  to  a high  state 
of  development.  In  season  he  largely  raises  potatoes 
and  the  yield  averages  about  seventy  bushels  to  the 
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acre.  After  the  potato  crop  is  gathered  corn  and 
other  crops  are  planted.  The  farm  has  an  excellent 
drainage  system  and  two  artesian  wells  furnish  all 
the  water  necessary  for  the  household  and  stock. 
The  buildings  which  Mr.  Mobley  has  erected  are 
durable  and  of  excellent  construction  and  he  has  also 
instituted  all  equipment  and  machinery  considered 
necessary  to  up-to-date  farming.  Industrious  and 
energetic,  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  latest  develop- 
ment along  agricultural  lines  and  is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  any  movement  that  may  make  for  progress  and 
improvement. 

Mr.  Mobley  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1909,  to  Miss  Florence  May  Leonard,  a 
native  of  Lowell,  Florida.  She  is  a daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Emma  J.  Leonard,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  on  another  page  in  this  volume.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mobley  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Iris 
Janette  and  Thomas  Ernest,  Jr. 

Mr.  Mobley’s  political  affiliation  is  with  the  demo- 
cratic party,  to  the  measures  and  candidates  of  which 
he  gives  his  support.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church,  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  that  organization.  Mr.  Mobley, 
although  only  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  has  attained 
decided  success  along  agricultural  lines  in  the  short 
space  of  four  years  and  this  must  be  attributed  prin- 
cipally to  his  careful  methods,  combined  with  his 
energy  and  industry  and  the  careful  study  which  he 
gives  to  all  questions  that  arise  daily  in  the  course 
of  his  labors.  He  is  ever  watchful  of  any  oppor- 
tunity or  any  new  procedure  pointing  to  success  and 
never  fears  to  venture  nor  to  put  to  the  test  a new 
idea.  Wherever  he  is  known  he  is  highly  esteemed 
and  honored  for  his  attainments  and  his  unfaltering 
allegiance  to  principles  of  manly  honor,  which  he 
manifests  in  his  business  as  well  as  his  private  life 
and  which  make  him  one  of  the  most  desirable  citi- 
zens of  the  Hastings  district. 


JAMES  A.  TICHENOR. 

James  A.  Tichenor,  who  since  1884  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Florida,  is  well  known  in  business  circles  of 
Miami  as  the  proprietor  of  the  Dade  Pharmacy,  at  No. 
809  Avenue  D.  He  was  born  in  Nelson  county,  Ken- 
tucky, February  8,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  Jared  and 
Elizabeth  (Beeler)  Tichenor. 

James  A.  Tichenor  came  to  Florida  in  1884  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  has  been  active  in  the 
drug  business,  which  he  thoroughly  understands  in 
principal  and  detail.  He  was  in  Leesburg  for  several 
years  and  was  there  identified  with  business  interests, 


first  as  a drug  clerk  and  then  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
drug  store.  ,In  1905  he  came  to  Miami  and  in  the 
following  year  purchased  the  Dade  Pharmacy,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  the  proprietor.  He  has  built 
up  an  extensive  business,  receiving  a very  liberal 
patronage,  which  is  accorded  him  in  recognition  of  his 
honorable  business  principles,  his  earnest  desire  to 
please  his  patrons  and  his  reasonable  prices. 

In  1870  Mr.  Tichenor  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Watts, 
of  Hardin  county,  Kentucky.  She  died  a short  time 
ago,  leaving  a daughter,  Mrs.  Matilda  Haynes  High- 
smith,  of  Tampa.  Mr.  Tichenor  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Florida  State  Phar- 
maceutical Association.  In  legitimate  channels  of 
trade  he  has  -won  success  and  is  now  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  druggists  and  progressive  business  men 
of  the  city. 


JAY  EMERY  TREAT. 

One  of  the  most  able  and  progressive  young  men 
engaged  in  the  abstract  business  in  the  state  of  Flor- 
ida is  Jay  Emery  Treat,  first  vice  president  of  the 
Florida  Title  Company  of  Miami,  and  manager  for 
that  concern  at  West  Palm  Beach.  He  was  born  in 
Wayne,  Ohio,  July  16,  1885,  and  is  a son  of  J.  P. 
Treat,  a prominent  educator  in  the  northern  and 
western  states  and  now  president  of  the  Baptist 
Women’s  College  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

Jay  E.  Treat  spent  his  early  childhood  in  Geneva, 
Ohio,  and  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Colorado,  where  he  entered 
the  Manitou  high  school  in  1903,  subsequently  com- 
pleting a full  business  course  in  Trinidad.  This  he 
supplemented  by  a course  in  the  Colorado  College  at 
Colorado  Springs.  Upon  laying  aside  his  books  he 
spent  one  year  in  a hardware  store  in  Delta,  Colorado, 
but,  having  determined  to  learn  the  abstract  busi- 
ness, entered  a law  and  abstract  office  in  Trinidad, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time,  mastering  the  busi- 
ness in  principle  and  detail.  For  four  years  thereafter 
he  held  a responsible  position  with  the  El  Paso 
County  Abstract  & Title  Guaranty  Company  of 
Colorado  Springs,  serving  as  assistant  secretary  for 
one  year  and  secretary  for  three  years.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1912,  he  came  to  Florida  and  took  a position  as 
secretary  of  the  Florida  Abstract  Company  of  West 
Palm  Beach.  On  the  10th  of  December  of  the  same 
year  this  company  was  reorganized  and  incorporated 
as  the  Florida  Title  Company  and  its  main  office  was 
located  at  Miami.  Mr.  Treat  was  made  first  vice 
president  of  the  concern  and  for  several  months  was 
general  manager  of  the  Miami  office,  but  is  now  lo- 
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cated  at  West  Palm  Beach  as  manager  of  the  office 
there.  He  has  since  served,  doing  able,  far-sighted  and 
successful  work.  Since  the  beginning  of  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Florida  Abstract  Company  he  has  de- 
voted a great  deal  of  his  time  to  the  preparation  of  a 
complete  set  of  abstract  books  for  both  Palm  Beach  and 
Dade  counties  and  now  has  this  great  undertaking 
completed. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1909,  Mr.  Treat  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Dora  Brigham,  of  Trinidad,  Col- 
orado, a daughter  of  Elisha  Brigham,  one  of  the  well 
known  pioneers  in  that  city.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Eleanor  Margaret,  born  February  21,  1911.  Mr. 
Treat  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  and 
leading  business  men  of  West  Palm  Beach  and  has 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  is 
associated  in  business  or  private  capacities. 


JOHN  S.  DUSS,  Jr. 

One  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Volusia  county 
bar  is  John  S.  Duss,  Jr.,  who  has  been  practicing  law 
in  New  Smyrna  since  1911.  He  was  born  in  Webster 
county,  Nebraska,  March  25,  1886,  and  is  a son  of 
John  S.  and  Susan  (Creese)  Duss,  the  former  well 
known  as  a musician. 

Mr.  Duss  acquired  his  early  education  in  Lawrence- 
ville,  New  Jersey,  and  in  1906  came  to  Florida,  set- 
tling in  New  Smyrna.  He  entered  the  John  B. 
Stetson  University  at  De  Land  and  was  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  that  institution  in  1910. 
He  took  up  the  practice  of  his  profession  here  in  1911. 
In  1910  Mr.  Duss  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Vignier,  of 
New  York  state,  and  they  have  two  children,  Vera 
and  Frederick. 


MRS.  SARAH  ARMISTEAD. 

No  resident  of  St.  Petersburg  is  more  widely  known 
or  highly  esteemed  than  Mrs.  Sarah  Armistead,  who 
came  here  when  the  town  site  was  laid  out,  chose  the 
site  for  the  hotel  and  expressed  many  helpful  opinions 
regarding  what  could  be  done  in  the  upbuilding  and 
improvement  of  a new  city.  Since  that  time  her 
labors  have  been  equally  valuable  in  promoting  the 
material  welfare  and  in  advancing  the  social  and  moral 
interests  of  the  community.  She  was  born  in  London, 
Ontario,  August  18,  1847,  and  iS  a daughter  of  James 
and  Isabella  (Stewart)  Craven,  the  former  a native 
of  England  and  the  latter  of  Scotland.  They  were 


married  in  London,  Ontario,  while  he  was  serving  as 
a petty  officer  in  the  English  army.  Because  of  the 
fact  that  he  married  without  the  consent  of  his  superior 
officer,  who  was  his  brother  William,  he  was  locked 
up  and  kept  upon  bread  and  water  for  ten  days.  When 
he  was  liberated  Judge  Wilson,  of  London,  Ontario, 
bought  his  discharge  and  put  the  young  couple  upon 
a farm,  where  they  thereafter  resided.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  living. 

Mrs.  Armistead,  who  is  the  eldest,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  London  and  when  but  fifteen  years  of 
age  became  the  wife  of  John  R.  Judge.  Fourteen  years 
later  she  was  left  a widow  with  two  children  : Robert 
C.  M.  Judge,  who  is  now  in  charge  of  the  sprinkling 
system  in  Detroit,  Michigan;  and  John  R.  Judge,  an 
engineer  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 

While  residing  in  Detroit  Mrs.  Judge  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  General  John  C.  Williams  and  on  the 
2d  of  June,  1882,  became  his  wife.  He  was  born  in 
Detroit  in  the  ’20s  and  was  the  son  of  the  first  mayor 
of  that  city.  He  came  of  a family  that  had  won  high 
military  honors  and,  while  he  was  never  in  active 
military  service,  his  soldierly  bearing  and  his  military 
ancestry  earned  for  him  the  sobriquet  of  general,  by 
which  title  he  was  always  called.  For  four  years  after 
their  marriage  General  and  Mrs.  Williams  resided  in 
Detroit  and  then  made  their  way  southward  to  Tampa, 
Florida,  where  they  arrived  on  the  26th  of  December, 
1886.  General  Williams  came  to  the  state  to  look  over 
a tract  of  land  purchased  from  the  government  forty 
years  before,  including  about  one  thousand  acres  and 
taking  in  Big  and  Little  Bayou  and  also  part  of  Salt 
lake  on  the  south.  General  and  Mrs.  Williams  erected 
the  first  handsome  residence  to  be  built  in  the  Hyde 
Park  section  of  Tampa,  where  they  remained  for  four 
years  before  removing  to  St.  Petersburg,  taking  up 
their  abode  on  the  site  of  the  latter  city  for  permanent 
residence  in  1890.  A short  time  before  General  and 
Mrs.  Williams,  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Cook  and  Sage, 
Chicago  capitalists,  made  a prospecting  trip  to  the 
present  site  of  St.  Petersburg,  which  was  then  a waste 
of  sand,  studded  with  palmetto  clumps.  The  steam 
tug,  O.  D.  C.  of  Key  West  was  chartered  and  landed 
them  at  the  Disston  City  dock,  whence  they  proceeded 
to  walk  to  George  King’s  sawmill.  There  a surrey  and 
team  were  hired  and  they  proceeded  to  Mrs.  Sterling’s 
boarding  house  at  Pinellas,  after  which  they  walked 
a mile  and  a half  to  the  Williams’  home,  which  was  then 
a four  room  shanty,  boarded  up  and  down,  set  in  the 
midst  of  a forty  acre  bearing  grove.  This  was  not 
included  in  the  tract  which  he  had  purchased  from  the 
government  and  in  addition  General  Williams  had 
become  owner  of  a large  grove  where  the  depot  now 
stands.  The  townsite  of  St.  Petersburg  was  laid  out 
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by  General  Williams,  with  streets  one  hundred  feet 
wide  and  alleys  twenty  feet  wide.  In  order  to  induce 
the  Orange  Belt  Railroad  to  have  its  terminal  here 
General  Williams  gave  to  the  company  one  half  of  the 
townsite  and  he  also  gave  an  entire  block  as  a park 
site  and  a lot  to  be  used  for  fire  department  purposes. 
The  directors  of  the  Orange  Belt  Railroad  were  the 
Drexels  of  Philadelphia,  the  Armours  of  Chicago  and 
other  capitalists  and  the  president  of  the  road  was 
P.  Demens,  a brilliant  linguist  and  highly  cultured 
Russian  gentleman,  who  had  been  exiled  for  political 
reasons.  On  his  first  trip  to  the  site  of  St.  Petersburg 
he  was  accompanied  by  General  and  Mrs.  Williams. 
He  wished  to  name  the  town  for  the  capital  of  his 
native  country,  while  General  Williams  wished  to  call 
it  Detroit  in  honor  of  his  native  city.  To  decide  the 
question  Mrs.  Williams  procured  three  broom  straws 
of  uneven  length,  saying  that  the  privilege  should  go  to 
the  one  who  drew  the  long  straw.  Mr.  Demens  was 
the  fortunate  one  and  so  the  new  town  came  to  be  called 
St.  Petersburg.  Mrs.  Williams  chose  the  site  for  the 
hotel  and  General  Williams  was  accorded  the  privilege 
of  naming  it  and  it  has  since  been  called  the  Detroit 
Hotel.  The  first  building  in  the  town  was  erected  by 
J.  C.  Williams,  at  the  corner  of  Second  street  and 
Central  avenue.  After  the  work  of  town  building  had 
progressed  to  some  extent  General  and  Mrs.  Williams 
removed  from  Tampa  to  St.  Petersburg  and  built  a 
handsome  residence,  which  is  now  the  central  part 
of  the  Manhattan  Hotel.  It  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  handpaintings  and  largely  set  the  standard  for 
home  building  in  the  new  city.  General  Williams 
passed  away  April  2,  1892,  after  a long  illness,  suffer- 
ing from  partial  paralysis,  during  which  period  his 
wife  was  his  faithful  nurse.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters  who  are  yet  living. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1894,  Mrs.  Williams 
became  the  wife  of  Captain  James  Anderson  Armis- 
tead,  who  died  August  10,  1907.  He  was  born  in 
Lynchburg,  Virginia,  September  16,  1841,  a son  of 
Anderson  H.  Armistead,  a tobacco  manufacturer, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Virginia  about  1811  and  who 
passed  away  in  1876,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  of  which 
city  he  had  been  a resident  from  1858.  His  father 
was  William  Armistead,  a Virginia  planter,  who  was 
the  son  of  one  of  three  brothers  who  emigrated  to 
America  from  Scotland.  Captain  Armistead’s  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  S.  Langhorn  and 
was  a daughter  of  Colonel  Maurice  Langhorn,  of 
Lynchburg,  Virginia.  Captain  Armistead  was  reared 
in  his  native  city  and  in  1857  entered  the  Military 
Institute  at  Lexington,  where  he  spent  nearly  two 
years.  He  then  went  to  Baltimore  to  join  his  father 
and  in  that  city  studied  for  the  ministry  under  Dr.  Pigot 
until  1861.  Having  determined  to  enter  the  Confeder- 


ate service,  he  ran  the  blockade  at  Baltimore  and  made 
his  way  to  Richmond,  where  he  joined  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Virginia  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  which  served  as 
General  Robert  E.  Lee’s  bodyguard  throughout  the  war. 
Mr.  Armistead  was  the  sergeant  major  of  that  com- 
mand, with  which  he  served  until  the  surrender  at 
Appomattox,  being  paroled  at  Lynchburg,  May  26, 
1865.  During  the  last  three  years  of  the  war  he  was 
with  General  Lee  in  all  of  his  campaigns  in  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania.  He  was  three  times  wounded, 
once  at  Chancellorsville  and  twice  at  Gettysburg,  and 
one  of  his  injuries  proved  quite  serious. 

Not  long  after  the  war  ended  Captain  Armistead 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Gilmores  Mills,  Virginia. 
In  1867  he  went  to  Lynchburg,  where  he  conducted  a 
grocery  and  commission  business  that  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1871.  He  then  purchased  a stock  farm  near 
Abingdon,  Virginia,  on  which  he  remained  for  seven- 
teen years,  when  on  account  of  his  wife’s  health  he 
removed  to  Florida,  settling  at  Brooksville,  where  he 
conducted  a hotel  for  two  years.  He  was  afterward 
proprietor  of  a hotel  at  Bartow  until  1895,  when  he 
came  to  St.  Petersburg  and  was  here  largely  interested 
in  real  estate.  He  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in 
the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the  city  and  for  four 
terms  served  as  its  mayor,  his  reelections  being  indis- 
putable proof  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held 
and  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

While  at  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  Captain 
Armistead  became  acquainted  with  Ollie  L.  Arnold, 
whom  he  married  at  Natural  Bridge,  Virginia,  Decem- 
ber 16,  1863.  She  died  in  1893,  leaving  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  on  the  10th  of  September,  1894, 
Captain  Armistead  wedded  Mrs.  Sarah  Williams. 
Mrs.  Williams  is  the  owner  of  a large  part  of  the  town- 
site  of  St.  Petersburg  and  Captain  Armistead  gave  most 
of  his  time  to  the  management  of  these  important 
real-estate  interests.  During  the  Spanish-American 
war  he  served  as  captain  of  a local  company  raised 
for  home  practice.  His  fraternal  relations  were  with 
the  Masons. 

Mrs.  Armistead  was  a very  vivacious  girl,  who  early 
mastered  the  art  of  dancing,  taking  up  fancy  dancing, 
in  which  she  became  a graduate.  All  through  life  she 
has  been  called  upon  to  assist  in  benefit  entertainments, 
her  aid  being  solicited  especially  for  parts  where  danc- 
ing in  costume  has  featured  in  the  performance.  In 
this  and  other  ways  she  has  aided  largely  in  raising 
money  for  charity.  She  is  recognized  as  a lady  of 
broad  beneficial  spirit  and  kindliness  and  the  poor  and 
needy  have  ever  found  in  her  a warm  friend.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Tampa  and 
assisted  in  building  the  Congregational  church  in  St. 
Petersburg.  She  is  a member  of  the  Francis  Scott 
Key  Memorial  Association  and  for  six  years  she  was 
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an  active  member  of  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union  of  Tampa  and  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Good  Templars.  During  her  residence  in  St.  Peters- 
burg she  has  held  membership  in  the  Woman’s  Town 
Improvement  Association  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Eastern  Star.  She  also  belongs  to  the  Woman’s 
League  of  St.  Petersburg.  She  occupies  a beautiful 
home  at  No.  84  Third  avenue,  North,  and  gives  much 
of  her  time  necessarily  to  the  management  of  her 
extensive  business  interests.  Her  life  has,  indeed,  been 
one  of  great  usefulness  and  activity,  reaching  out  in 
constantly  broadening  lines  to  benefit  others,  and  her 
many  good  works  place  her  among  the  most  highly 
honored  ladies  of  southern  Florida. 


R.  D.  HOYT. 

R.  D.  Hoyt,  well  known  as  one  of  the  successful 
horticulturists  of  Florida,  connected  for  many  years 
with  the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits  in  Pinellas 
county,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  November  18, 
1858,  a son  of  T.  K.  and  Phoebe  J.  (Powell)  Hoyt, 
the  former  a native  of  Connecticut  while  the  latter 
was  born  on  Long  Island.  The  father  in  early  life 
was  a member  of  the  wholesale  hardware  firm  of 
Hoyt,  Day  & Slark,  of  New  Orleans,  and  repre- 
sented the  business  in  England  as  manager  for  the 
firm  in  that  country  before  the  war.  The  plant  was 
destroyed  and  the  firm  sustained  heavy  losses  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  and  subsequently  Mr.  Hoyt  re- 
turned to  the  north.  He  was  the  author  of  Cyclopedia 
of  Practical  Quotations  which  has  had  extensive 
sale  through  the  past  thirty  years.  He  was  also 
editor  of  the  Newark  (New  Jersey)  Daily  Advertiser 
for  many  years  and  became  well  known  in  journalistic 
and  literary  circles. 

His  death  occurred  in  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1895,  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-third  year, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  there  eighteen  months  later, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

R.  D.  Hoyt  was  their  only  child  who  reached  years 
of  maturity  although  several  died  in  infancy.  He 
was  a resident  of  New  York  city  until  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  when  the  family  went  to 
Europe,  remaining  abroad  for  a few  years.  R.  D. 
Hoyt  was  then  a little  lad.  On  the  return  to  America 
he  became  a resident  of  Madison,  New  Jersey,  where 
his  youthful  days  were  largely  passed,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  public  schools.  He  took 
up  the  study  of  the  science  of  taxidermy  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  came  to  Florida  to  seek  specimens 
of  birds  and  other  things  relating  to  the  science. 


He  continued  in  that  field  of  labor  for  a number  of 
years  and  during  the  periods  of  his  sojourn  in  the 
south  became  so  pleased  with  the  country  that  he 
determined  to  make  a permanent  location  here  and 
about  thirty  years  ago  removed  to  Florida,  settling 
at  a place  which  he  called  Seven  Oaks.  He  had  a 
postoffice  established  there  by  that  name  and  it  was 
continued  until  the  establishment  of  a rural  free  de- 
livery system  in  this  district.  On  coming  to  the 
county  Mr.  Hoyt  secured  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  wild  timber  land  of  which  he  has  since  sold  a part. 
With  characteristic  energy  he  began  the  development 
and  improvement  of  the  property  and  his  groves  now 
cover  thirty-four  acres  and  include  all  kinds  of  citrus 
fruits.  He  has  also  continued  his  work  as  a taxider- 
mist in  a commercial  way  and  has  mounted  one  of 
the  largest  private  collections  of  birds  in  the  United 
States  for  John  Lewis  Childs,  of  Floral  Park,  New 
York.  He  has  also  made  a large  collection  of  birds’ 
eggs  of  North  America  and  this  he  has  turned  over 
to  the  Florida  State  University.  After  coming  to  the 
south  Mr.  Hoyt  not  only  engaged  in  the  development 
of  his  place  and  the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits  but 
also  conducted  a general  nursery  business  for  four- 
teen years  prior  to  the  great  freeze  of  1895.  During 
that  time  he  received  orders  from  Hamburg,  Ger- 
many, for  samples  of  Florida  palmetto  leaves  to  be 
made  into  artificial  plants,  and  this  gradually  devel- 
oped into  a large  business  which  was  continued  for 
about  twelve  years  after  the  freeze  and  furnished  the 
only  source  of  employment  for  people  of  the  district 
at  that  time.  This  business  finally  dropped  off  when 
the  groves  were  redeveloped  for  labor  became  scarce 
and  high.  While  engaged  in  the  nursery  business 
Mr.  Hoyt  secured  an  excellent  trade,  managing  his 
interests  under  the  name  of  the  American  Exotic 
Nurseries.  He  not  only  handles  all  kinds  of  tropical 
trees,  but  flowering  plants  and  fruit  trees. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1882,  at  Clearwater,  Mr.  Hoyt 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Agnes  Denny,  who  was 
born  in  Greenville,  Illinois,  February  10,  1861.  She 
lost  her  parents  in  early  life,  being  left  an  orphan  at 
the  age  of  sixteen.  She  came  to  the  south  on  a visit 
and  here  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Hoyt  who 
sought  her  hand  in  marriage.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  five  children : Elsie  Phoebe,  a teacher  of 

German  and  history  in  the  Hillsboro  high  school  of 
Tampa  ; Robert  Denny,  who  is  a civil  engineer  of  Hous- 
ton, Texas ; Henry  Willets,  a midshipman  at  the  Ann- 
apolis Naval  Academy,  who  will  graduate  in  1914; 
Clarine,  who  is  a twin  of  Henry  and  a member  of  the 
senior  class  of  the  State  College  for  Women  at  Talla- 
hassee; and  Sarah  Agnes,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
months.  Underlying  all  of  Mr.  Hoyt’s  business  activ- 
ities is  broad  scientific  knowledge  concerning  birds, 


FLORIDA 


421 


trees,  flowers  and  plants  and  this  combined  with  his 
sound  judgment  and  practical  efforts  has  given  him 
high  standing  among  the  business  men  of  this  section 
of  the  state.  He  has  made  continuous  progress  save 
when  fate  interposed  in  the  big  freeze,  and  even  then 
he  did  not  become  discouraged  and  disheartened.  He 
has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  and  the  results 
that  he  has  achieved  have  been  honorable  and  satisfac- 
tory. He  has  many  friends  among  scientific  men  and 
is  widely  recognized  as  a man  of  broad  intelligence  and 
general  culture. 


JOHN  WILSON  MILLER. 

On  September  3,  1849,  at  Racine,  Wisconsin,  John 
Wilson  Miller  was  bom.  Lie  was  the  third  son  of 
Mark  Miller  and  Abbie  (Abbott)  Miller  and  a grand- 
son of  Andrew  Miller  and  Jane  (Ames)  Miller,  for 
whom  the  city  of  Ames  and  Ames  College  were  named. 

John  Miller  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents moved  from  Wisconsin  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
where  he  resided  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  spend- 
ing much  of  that  time  as  a student  in  his  father’s 
printing  office,  The  Iowa  Pomologist.  Here  he  devel- 
oped special  aptitude  for  engraving  and  was  a skilled 
engraver  of  copper  and  wood.  However,  he  aspired 
to  wider  fields  of  labor  away  from  the  confinement  of 
office  work.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  bade  goodbye 
to  home  ties  at  Des  Moines  and  went  to  California. 
There  he  fell  in  with  a wealthy  architect,  who  taught 
him  planning,  drafting  and  estimating  the  erection  of 
houses.  Those  lessons  were  of  eminent  value  to  him  in 
the  pioneer  days  of  Florida,  when  he  built  his  own 
home,  began  the  planning  and  building  of  his  own 
steamboats,  and  the  building  of  Various  docks  on  the 
shores  of  Crescent  lake  and  the  banks  of  the  St.  Johns 
river,  which  still  furnish  ample  facilities  for  shipping 
and  receiving  freight  via  the  Beach  and  Miller  Line. 

He  came  to  Florida  in  1869  and  went  to  the  home  of 
his  eldest  brother,  James  Miller,  at  San  Mateo.  There 
he  met  George  U.  Beach  and  subsequently  they  formed 
a partnership  and  organized  the  firm  of  Beach  & Miller, 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  merchandising  and  es- 
tablishing a steamboat  line  on  the  St.  Johns  river  and 
Crescent  lake.  His  steamboats  grew  from  a small  but 
necessary  aid  in  pioneer  development  to  an  enterprise 
in  which  all  river  towns  feel  a pride.  The  Beach  & 
Miller  stores  supplied  the  surrounding  country  with 
groceries,  general  merchandise  and  fertilizers. 

He  started  out  empty-handed,  but  industry  and  per- 
severance enabled  him  to  continually  work  his  way 
upward.  His  labors  were  of  a character  that  contrib- 
uted to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  community 


in  which  he  lived,  as  well  as  to  his  personal  success. 
He  put  his  dollars  to  work  as  soon  as  they  reached 
maturity  and  some  were  made  to  serve  the  purpose  of 
his  own  material  advancement  and  others  went  with 
a free  hand  to  the  alleviation  of  distress  and  the  up- 
building of  society.  He  might  have  died  a very  wealthy 
man  had  he  not  been  so  generous  and  sympathetic.  His 
charity  was  of  a kind  that  thinketh  no  evil ; that  vaunt- 
eth  not  itself ; that  was  ever  ready  to  meet  any  demand 
upon  his  time  or  purse.  Christian  work  ever  had  his 
support  regardless  of  denomination.  He  regularly  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Epis- 
copal churches  from  the  time  they  were  started  here. 
He  also  gave  generously  to  the  support  of  the  South 
Field  Bible  Conference  of  Crescent  City.  His  was  a 
kindly  hospitable  nature  singularly  free  from  the  malice 
of  unkind  thought  or  speech. 

He  built  Lakeview,  the  beautiful  home  still  occupied 
by  his  widow  and  developed  about  sixty  acres  of  citrus 
fruits  on  Crescent  lake.  In  the  packing  houses  at 
Lakeview  are  packed  the  famous  "Star  and  Crescent” 
brand  of  Lake  Crescent  citrus  fruits,  grown  on  the 
Miller  groves.  He  set  out  rows  of  magnificent  live 
oaks  along  the  lake  shore  from  his  home  to  the  post- 
office,  a distance  of  one  mile.  These  trees  have  added 
greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  town  and  indicate  Captain 
Miller’s  public-spirited  citizenship.  He  took  active  in- 
terest in  all  public  affairs  supporting  many  measures 
for  the  general  good  of  Putnam  county,  and  the  county 
knew  him  as  one  of  her  most  valued  citizens. 

He  established  the  Crescent  City  waterworks  and 
ice  plant  under  the  name  of  Miller  & Cash  ; was  one  of 
the  original  stockholders  of  the  Pierpont  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  the  business  of  which  grew  rapidly,  and 
is  now  successfully  managed  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 
He  was  the  prime  promoter  of  the  Preston-Miller  mills, 
in  which  were  manufactured  buckets,  tubs,  kits,  etc. 
He  purchased  the  interest  of  George  U.  Beach  in  the 
Beach  & Miller  Line  Steamers  and  these  interests  are 
now  successfully  managed  under  the  original  charter 
of  The  Beach  & Miller  Line.  Whatever  he  undertook 
he  carried  through  to  successful  completion. 

He  served  his  town  in  former  years  on  its  board  of 
aldermen  and  in  other  positions  of  trust.  Of  rare  good 
judgment  and  a marked  sense  of  justice,  his  opinions 
were  sought  and  deferred  to  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
When  matters  of  dispute  arose,  he  was  frequently 
chosen  as  arbitrator  and  his  decision  accepted  with  per- 
fect satisfaction.  Few  men  have  had  lives  so  replete 
with  industrious  labors  and  fewer  still  have  enjoyed 
to  so  great  an  extent  the  high  esteem  and  respect  of  all. 

With  confidence  in  the  orange  culture  Captain  Mil- 
ler rebuilt  his  groves  after  the  memorable  freeze  of 
1894-95.  He  did  all  within  his  power  to  encourage  his 
neighbors  to  set  out  new  trees  in  their  ruined  orchards 
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and  gain  a new  start  and  he  achieved  success  under 
adverse  circumstances.  That  he  acted  well  his  part 
there  can  be  no  question.  He  would  have  made  his 
mark  any  where.  The  best  monument  to  his  memory 
consists  of  hundreds  of  acres  of  beautiful  groves  which, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  spur  of  his  indomitable  energy 
and  faith  in  the  ultimate  future  of  the  orange  industry 
of  our  Lake  Crescent  region,  would  today  have  been 
waste  places. 

In  1891  occurred  the  marriage  of  Captain  Miller  and 
Mary  Scott  Capers,  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas 
Humphreys  Capers,  M.  D.,  D.  D.,  and  Sarah 
Elizabeth  (Scott)  Capers.  Dr.  Capers  is  of  the  Capers 
family  of  the  south,  French  Huguenots,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  dawn  of  her  history  and  settled  in  South 
Carolina.  Captain  Miller  had  one  son  by  his  first  mar- 
riage, William  Mark  Miller,  who  has  a line  of  launches 
that  ply  on  Crescent  lake,  connecting  with  The  Beach 
& Miller  Line  steamers.  The  children  of  the  last 
marriage  are:  Abbiejean  Miller,  a student  at  Brenau 
College,  Gainesville,  Georgia,  where  she  is  making  an 
excellent  record  in  music  and  oratory ; and  Sergeant 
George  Capers  Miller,  a student  at  the  Georgia  Mili- 
tary Academy,  College  Park,  Georgia,  where  he  has 
taken  a high  stand  in  his  literary  course  and  the  mili- 
tary. The  family  is  socially  prominent  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  household  have  an  extensive  circle  of  warm 
friends  in  Crescent  City  and  other  parts  of  the  state. 

The  busy  active  life  of  John  Wilson  Miller  closed 
Friday,  March  1,  1907,  in  his  fifty-eighth  year.  Follow- 
ing his  demise  Mrs.  Miller  took  up  the  life  work  which 
he  had  laid  down  and  is  meeting  with  excellent  success 
in  administering  his  estate  and  as  president  and  general 
manager  of  The  Beach  & Miller  Line  of  St.  Johns 
river  steamers. 

The  lessons  in  the  life  of  John  Wilson  Miller  of 
greatest  value  to  all  who  knew  and  loved  him  are  found 
in  his  hatred  of  sham,  his  public  spirit,  his  courage  in 
the  face  of  seemingly  insurmountable  obstacles  and  in 
his  love  for  his  fellowmen.  “He  has  lived  among  11s 
honored  and  esteemed  and  has  left  the  world  better  for 
having  lived  in  it.” 


G.  W.  WALLER. 

From  the  dawn  of  history  two  types  of  men  have 
made  the  world — dominating  and  dominated — leader 
and  follower — originator  and  imitator.  Plentiful  are 
the  latter — the  weak;  a few  of  the  strong  exist. 
Breaking  through  a stone  wall,  surmounting  impas- 
sable rocks,  treading  a new  road  alone — the  leader 
achieves  the  impossible  and  climbs  to  forbidding 
heights  of  success,  compelled  by  individual  force  and 


thought,  and  dependent  on  no  one  but  his  own  judg- 
ment, seeking  no  help  or  support.  Casting  precedent 
to  the  winds,  he  reaches  his  goal  and  there  stands 
alone  upon  the  height  of  attainment — a splendid  ex- 
ample of  a man  concentrating  his  high  qualities  of 
mind  and  character  upon  one  purpose.  The  others 
travel  in  groups,  pushed  along  by  each  other  in  the 
general  forward  movement  on  a beaten  path  to  a com- 
fortable, little,  made-to-order  niche  in  that  vast  hall 
filled  with  those  who  content  themselves  with  medio- 
crity, and  there  rest  in  placid  self-satisfaction.  Not  of 
the  latter  but  of  the  first  mentioned  is  G.  W.  Waller, 
town  builder  and  prosperity  promoter,  but  above  all  a 
real  man,  never  satisfied  with  his  achievements  but 
filled  with  that  insatiable  hunger  to  conquer  new 
worlds — G.  W.  Waller,  who  wins  victory  wherever  he 
strives. 

Mr.  Waller  typifies  the  “new  spirit”  of  Florida,  the 
spirit  to  will  and  to  do,  the  spirit  of  enterprise.  A 
wholesale  produce  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  he  saw 
all  sections  of  this  broad  land  of  plenty  on  his  ex- 
tensive business  trips  and  an  accidental  visit  to  the 
Hastings  country,  Florida,  in  1907,  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  immense  possibilities  of  the  soil  here  and  convinced 
him  that  the  greatest  opportunities  awaited  one  who 
would  grasp  them.  A picture  of  rich  lands  and  fertile 
acres  to  be  developed  never  left  his  mind  and  as  his 
enthusiasm  grew  in  retrospect  it  led  him  back  to  the 
land  of  promise  and  he  settled  in  Hastings  in  1909, 
becoming,  in  a few  years,  a man  leading  in  its  most 
important  industry,  the  potato  culture,  and  now  he 
stands  at  the  head  of  or  is  connected  with  all  of  the 
enterprises  that  make  Hastings  what  it  is  today — a 
thriving,  fast-growing  community,  making  aggressive 
strides  to  become  an  important  center  of  the  south- 
land. There  is  conceived  no  measure  of  importance 
in  connection  with  the  town  on  which  he  is  not  con- 
sulted, and  his  name  is  connected  with  practically  all 
of  them  and  in  most  of  them  he  is  a moving  force. 
Promotion  enterprises  of  a commercial  nature  and  of 
vital  importance  to  the  life  and  expansion  of  the  town 
are  guided  by  his  able  mind,  and  the  Board  of  Trade, 
that  body  of  men  who  work  foremost  for  growth,  has 
him  for  president,  while  as  the  head  of  the  council  he 
directs  the  governmental  affairs  of  the  city.  Immense 
concerns  owe  their  inception  to  his  enterprise  and  their 
development  to  his  progressive  spirit  and  indomitable 
perseverance. 

G.  W.  Waller  was  born  near  Salisbury,  Wicomico 
county,  Maryland,  December  8,  1865,  a son  of  E.  M. 
and  Sallie  A.  (Bradley)  Waller,  natives  of  the  same 
county.  There  the  father  successfully  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  1883,  in  which  year  he  removed 
to  Laurel,  Delaware,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  in  which  he  gained  success  until  called 
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to  his  final  rest  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
He  was  a man  highly  thought  of  in  the  communities 
where  he  resided  and  always  gave  his  support  to  those 
measures  which  made  for  advancement  and  progress. 
A democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  he  was  active  in 
the  affairs  of  his  party  during  all  his  life  and  held 
such  important  public  offices  as  that  of  county  com- 
missioner, sheriff  and  legislator,  discharging  his  duties 
in  these  various  connections  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents  and  greatly  to  his  own  credit.  The  Waller 
family  is  among  the  early  Maryland  families  coming 
from  the  mother  country  to  that  state  during  colonial 
days.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Sallie  A.  (Bradley)  Waller, 
was  born  in  1832  and  passed  away  at  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  in  1911,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy-nine 
years.  In  their  family  were  three  daughters  and  five 
sons : Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Alonzo  W.  Philips,  of 

Delmar,  Delaware;  Sallie  W.,  who  married  William 
R.  Philips,  who  resides  near  Delmar,  Delaware  and  is 
a brother  of  Alonzo  W.  Philips ; Manson,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  clothing  business  in  Laurel,  Delaware, 
and  there  passed  away  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years ; 
Josephine,  who  married  J.  F.  Thomas,  a merchant  of 
Wilmington;  T.  J.,  a clothing  merchant  of  Laurel;  G. 
W.,  of  this  review;  Lionel  S.,  formerly  a telegraph 
operator  who  passed  away  in  New  London,  Connecti- 
cut, at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years ; and  Dr.  L.  O. 
Waller,  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  a dentist  by  profession 
and  prominent  in  political  circles  of  that  city,  having 
served  as  select  councilman  from  the  ninth  ward,  of 
which  he  is  the  leader,  and  having  declined  the  honor 
of  nomination  to  congress  on  the  Keystone  ticket. 

G.  W.  Waller  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In 
1883  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Delaware,  where 
he  assisted  his  father  in  the  mercantile  business,  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  details  of  procedure  of 
such  an  enterprise  and  with  general  commercial  prin- 
ciples. Upon  the  death  of  the  father  in  1893,  G.  W. 
Waller  removed  to  Philadelphia  to  seek  the  wider 
fields  of  the  larger  city  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
fruit  and  produce  business.  He  became  eminently 
successful  along  this  line  and  in  the  course  of  business 
traveled  extensively  not  only  over  the  United  States 
but  also  making  trips  to  England,  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, buying  and  soliciting  for  produce.  The  trip  to 
the  British  isles  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  import- 
ing potatoes  from  there  and  he  also  acted  as  business 
agent  and  handled  the  tomato  output  of  Plazelhurst, 
Mississippi,  watermelons  and  canteloupes  from  Lumber 
Bridge,  North  Carolina,  and  grapes  from  Hector,  New 
York.  Besides  acting  as  broker  and  agent  for  these 
large  interests  he  also  bought  independently.  In  1907, 
during  one  of  his  business  trips,  made  for  the  purpose 


of  buying  potatoes,  he  came  to  Hastings,  Florida,  and 
perceiving  the  pronounced  progress  which  was  made 
here  and  appreciating  the  opportunities  of  the  future, 
bought  a farm  in  the  spring  of  1909,  when  he  decided 
to  definitely  settle  here,  arriving  at  his  destination  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year.  At  this  time  he  gave  up  all 
of  his  interests  in  Philadelphia  and  henceforth  devoted 
his  whole  attention  to  his  local  enterprise.  That  he 
has  not  been  mistaken  in  his  judgment  is  evident  by 
the  wonderful  progress  that  has  been  made  here  and 
by  which  he  has  benefited.  Not  only,  however,  has 
he  been  a witness  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred 
but  he  has  been  the  most  active  factor  in  bringing  them 
about.  He  is  firmly  convinced  of  the  great  future  in 
store  for  Hastings  and  can  conceive  no  greater  oppor- 
tunity for  any  man  in  any  walk  of  life  than  to  settle 
here,  which  place  he  considers  of  the  greatest  promise 
of  all  he  has  ever  visited.  His  only  regret  is  that  his 
attention  was  not  called  sooner  to  the  dormant  riches 
which  awaited  but  development.  Mr.  Waller  owns 
and  operates  a tract  of  about  one  hundred  acres  near 
Hastings  entirely  devoted  to  potato  culture  and  the 
important  position  which  he  occupies  among  the  men 
engaged  in  this  industry  is  evident  in  the  office  he 
holds  in  connection  with  the  Hastings-Elkton  Potato 
Exchange  as  secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager, 
his  services  being  largely  devoted  to  the  marketing  of 
the  local  output  and  obtaining  of  the  highest  prices 
possible.  Mr.  Waller’s  abilities  have  carried  him  into  a 
number  of  other  important  relations  and  he  serves  at 
present  as  the  president  of  the  Hastings  Water  Com- 
pany, treasurer  of  the  Hastings  Development  Com- 
pany and  is  also  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  East  Hastings  Terminal  Company,  of  which  he 
is  one  of  the  five  owners.  As  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  he  has  been  foremost  among  the  men  who 
have  made  possible  the  rapid  development  of  the  town 
and  have  brought  about  the  commercial  expansion 
which  the  city  now  enjoys.  Another  line  along  which 
he  has  been  prominent  is  that  of  the  good  roads  move- 
ment and  he  is  acting  at  this  writing  as  chairman  of 
the  good  roads  committee  of  Hastings,  doing  work 
that  highly  redounds  to  his  credit.  Public-spirited  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  he  has  never  held  back  in 
offering  his  services,  wherever  they  would  be  of  benefit, 
and  as  the  president  of  the  Hastings  city  council  has 
instituted  a number  of  measures  and  has  seen  them 
enacted,  that  have  brought  about  improvements  of 
great  benefit. 

Mr.  Waller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie 
E.  Benney,  a native  of  Talbot  county,  Maryland,  and 
a daughter  of  Dr.  Frank  Benney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wal- 
ler have  two  children:  Marie,  the  wife  of  John  B. 

Westenhaver,  of  Hastings,  and  the  mother  of  one 
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daughter,  Frances;  and  William  Manson,  who  is 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  resides  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Waller  has  always  led  a busy  life  in  which  in- 
dolence and  idleness  have  had  no  part  and  while  he  is 
attaining  his  own  success  he  is  largely  instrumental  in 
the  development  of  Hastings,  glad  to  do  his  share  of 
the  work  of  making  this  section  what  he  believes  it 
will  one  day  become,  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in 
the  world.  He  is  always  in  the  front  ranks  with  those 
who  lead  the  way  and  by  his  activities  has  demonstrated 
the  success  which  it  is  possible  to  attain  here.  In  all 
that  he  undertakes  he  is  actuated  by  a spirit  of  con- 
tagious enthusiasm  that  is  an  inspiration  to  others, 
and  acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  faith  and 
judgment  the  wisdom  of  his  opinion  has  been  proven. 
His  activities  have  been  a serviceable  factor  in  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  Hastings  and  there  is  no 
more  loyal  advocate  of  the  town  which  he  calls  his 
home. 


PROFESSOR  WALTER  BENTON  OWEN. 

Professor  Walter  Benton  Owen  is  principal  of  the 
public  schools  of  Miami  and  in  this  connection  is  giving 
the  benefit  of  his  broad  knowledge  and  ability  to  his 
chosen  field  of  labor,  winning  for  himself  recognition 
as  one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  educational 
interests  in  Florida.  He  was  born  in  Randolph  county, 
North  Carolina,  February  26,  1877,  and  is  a son  of 
Wesley  Benton  Owen,  a native  of  Chatham  county,  that 
state,  and  afterward  a prosperous  farmer  in  Randolph 
county,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for  half  a century. 
His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Laura  Ann 
Brower,  was  also  born  in  Chatham  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  died  in  1909,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  On 
both  sides  Mr.  Owen  is  a descendant  of  veterans  of  the 
Civil  war,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Ivan  Owen,  and  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Lewis  Brower,  having  served  in 
the  Army  of  the  Confederacy  during  that  conflict. 

Professor  Owen  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Randolph  county,  North  Carolina,  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  state,  graduating 
from  the  North  Carolina  State  University  at  Chapel 
Hill  in  1904  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  However,  before 
completing  his  collegiate  course  he  became  a teacher 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  when  not  engaged 
as  a student  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  school 
work  in  the  capacity  of  either  a teacher  or  as  principal, 
his  work  being  confined  to  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina and  Florida.  For  four  years  he  taught  school  in  his 
native  state  and  he  was  afterward  for  three  years 
superintendent  of  a high  school  in  South  Carolina.  In 
1909  he  came  to  Miami,  having  been  chosen  principal  of 
the  grammar  department  of  the  Miami  public  schools. 


In  1910  he  was  promoted  to  his  present  position,  that 
of  principal  of  all  the  city  schools,  his  office  being  prac- 
tically identical  with  that  of  superintendent  of  schools 
in  other  cities.  Professor  Owen  has  general  super- 
vision over  all  the  schools  of  Miami,  which  have  a total 
enrollment  of  thirteen  hundred  pupils.  The  central 
school  alone,  a magnificent  new  building  completed  in 
January,  1912,  at  a cost  of  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, has  an  enrollment  of  more  than  one  thousand 
pupils  in  its  various  grades.  There  are  thirty-one  teach- 
ers in  this  building  and  forty-five  in  all  of  the  city 
schools.  During  his  incumbency  as  principal  Professor 
Owen  has  introduced  many  substantial  improvements 
in  methods  of  teaching  and  also  in  the  branches  taught 
and  has  become  a recognized  leader  in  the  educational 
field.  Flis  labors  are  at  all  times  practical  and  he  in- 
spires the  teachers  under  him  with  much  of  his  own 
interest,  zeal  and  enthusiasm.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Florida  State  Teachers’  Association,  president  of  its 
high-school  department  and  treasurer  of  the  entire 
organization. 

On  August  30,  1905,  Professor  Owen  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Blanche  Martha  Foushee,  of  French 
Huguenot  descent.  She  is  a daughter  of  William 
Wrenn  Foushee,  a merchant  in  Statesville,  North  Caro- 
lina, where  she  made  her  home  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage. Professor  and  Mrs.  Owen  have  two  children : 
Walter  Benton,  Jr.,  born  December  29,  1906;  and  Mil- 
dred Wrenn,  born  January  1,  1910. 

Professor  Owen  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  South,  and  fraternally  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  organization  he  be- 
longs to  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Khoras- 
san.  While  he  has  never  been  a politician  in  the  usually 
accepted  sense  of  the  term,  he  takes  an  active  interest 
in  political  affairs  and  is  never  neglectful  of  the  duties 
of  citizenship,  his  influence  being  a tangible  force  for 
good  in  the  community. 


THE  BANK  OF  LAKE  HELEN. 

Among  the  most  important  factors  in  the  progress 
and  growth  of  any  community  are  its  banking  institu- 
tions, for  upon  their  reliability,  conservativeness  and 
solidity  depend  to  great  extent  a city’s  financial  credit 
and  indirectly  its  business,  industrial  and  trade  rela- 
tions. It  is  therefore  imperative  that  the  banks  of  a 
city  be  reliable,  safe  and  well  managed  and  that  their 
destinies  be  controlled  by  able  and  far-sighted  men. 
Lake  Helen  is  fortunate  in  numbering  among  its  finan- 
cial institutions  the  Bank  of  Lake  Helen  for  in  these 
two  essential  respects  it  fully  comes  up  to  all  require- 
ments and  although  it  is  one  of  the  youngest  concerns 
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of  its  kind  in  the  city,  it  is  also  a trustworthy  and  safe 
one. 

It  was  organized  May  29,  1912  with  a capital  stock 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  on  the  24th  of  October 
of  that  year  was  opened  for  business.  Its  surplus  is 
three  thousand,  eight  hundred  dollars  and  the  deposits 
amount  to  thirty-five  thousand.  Safety  deposit  boxes 
are  rented  to  depositors  and  four  per  cent  interest  is 
paid  on  all  savings  accounts.  A general  banking  busi- 
ness is  transacted  and  the  concern  has  had  a career  of 
uninterrupted  prosperity  since  its  organization.  The 
bank  building  is  a fine,  modern,  “Bond”  brick  structure, 
twenty-four  by  sixty  feet  in  dimensions  and  it  is  thor- 
oughly complete  in  furniture  and  equipment,  supplied 
with  all  the  accessories  found  in  the  finer  banking 
houses.  The  officers  of  the  institution  are:  President, 
George  W.  ButtorfF ; vice  president,  Frank  Mehafifey ; 
cashier,  Carlton  G.  Oates.  The  board  of  directors  is 
as  follows:  G.  W.  ButtorfF,  Frank  MehafFey,  W.  J. 
Todd,  J.  Kaseman,  E.  W.  Bond  and  L.  Wallace  Jen- 
kins. These  are  all  men  of  unquestioned  business  abil- 
ity and  discrimination  and  many  of  them  are  proving 
their  capabilities  and  powers  in  other  fields  of  endeavor. 
In  their  hands  the  Bank  of  Lake  Helen  cannot  fail  of 
prosperity  and  prominence  and  will  undoubtedly  take 
its  place  among  the  strongest  and  most  reliable  financial 
institutions  in  this  part  of  the  state. 


FRANK  H.  LADD. 

Since  1895  a resident  of  Key  West  and  for  many 
years  an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  government 
here,  Frank  H.  Ladd  is  now  chief  engineer  and  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Consumers  Ice  & Cold  Storage 
Company,  which  concern  is  largely  indebted  for  its 
being  to  Mr.  Ladd,  who  was  one  of  its  organizers.  Its 
subsequent  growth  must  be  also  greatly  attributed  to 
his  business  ability  and  his  professional  knowledge,  and 
the  position  it  takes  as  an  ice  company,  second  to  none 
in  importance  in  the  state  of  Florida,  is  due  to  his  abil- 
ity. Moreover,  Mr.  Ladd  is  connected  with  other  im- 
portant corporations  and  has  participated  in  the  public 
life  of  the  city  and  therefore  is  well  entitled  to  be  num- 
bered among  the  foremost  citizens  of  Key  West.  His 
career  is  another  proof  of  the  fact  that  success  is  but 
ambition’s  answer,  and  as  it  was  his  ambition  to  fur- 
nish the  community  at  a reasonable  price  with  a neces- 
sary commodity,  he  has  succeeded  even  beyond  his 
own  aspirations.  The  ice  business,  particularly  in  the 
south,  is  of  peculiar  importance  to  a city,  as  the  com- 
modity is  not  only  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
luxury  but  is  an  important  factor  in  preserving  the 
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state  of  health,  and  in  that  way  the  cheap  supply  of 
ice  is  a paramount  issue.  Thus  men,  who  exert  their 
efforts  to  that  purpose,  must  in  that  light  be  considered 
of  beneficial  importance  to  the  common  good. 

Frank  H.  Ladd  was  born  in  Oswego  county,  New 
York,  on  April  1,  1867.  His  father,  Francis  Ladd,  was 
a merchant-miller  by  occupation,  born  in  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  and  is  now  deceased.  Before  her 
marriage  the  mother  was  Mary  Klock,  of  Holland- 
Dutch  descent.  She  is  also  deceased.  On  the  paternal 
side  Mr.  Ladd  is  of  English  descent,  the  paternal  grand- 
father being  Ira  Ladd,  a farmer,  and  the  maternal 
grandfather  Moses  Klock,  who  also  followed  that 
pursuit. 

Frank  H.  Ladd  was  reared  in  Genesee  county, 
New  York,  whither  his  parents  had  removed  from 
Oswego  county  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age.  He 
was  educated  in  a district  school  and  took  a course  in 
a preparatory  institution.  Throughout  his  youth  and 
in  fact  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  assisted 
his  father  in  running  a gristmill  when  not  occupied 
with  his  lessons.  At  that  age,  however,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  world-renowned  packing  house  of  Nel- 
son Morris  & Company  of  Chicago  in  its  transportation 
department,  remaining  with  that  firm  for  about  six 
years,  during  which  time  he  made  thirty  round  trips  to 
Europe,  crossing  the  Atlantic  sixty  times.  He  was 
employed  aboard  ship  as  a refrigerating  engineer,  gain- 
ing much  valuable  knowledge  and  experience  which 
stood  him  in  good  stead  in  his  later  life.  During  a por- 
tion of  the  time  he  was  employed  with  Nelson  Morris 
& Company  he  was  in  charge  of  their  plant  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  this  position  being  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
fidence his  employers  had  in  his  ability.  In  the  fall  of 
1895  Mr.  Ladd  came  to  Key  West  and  for  one  year  had 
charge  of  the  plant  of  the  Key  West  Ice  Company. 
From  1897  until  1906  he  was  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  government,  first  in  the  engineering  de- 
partment and  later  in  the  navy  department.  In  the 
former  he  acted  as  engineer  and  in  the  latter  he  was 
in  charge  of  the  coal  and  water  plant  at  Key  West.  In 
1906  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  and  incorporators 
of  the  Consumers  Ice  & Cold  Storage  Company,  an  in- 
stitution which  has  so  rapidly  grown  that  it  is  now 
second  to  none  in  the  state  of  Florida.  He  was  its  first 
president  and  has  been  a member  of  its  board  of 
directors  ever  since  the  date  of  its  organization.  Ever 
since  the  business  began  he  has  also  been  chief  engineer 
of  the  concern  and  is  assistant  manager.  Mr.  Ladd  has 
reason  to  take  an  especial  pride  in  the  success  of  this 
plant,  for  it  was  originally  conceived  by  him  and  he 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  its  establishment  and 
has  been  largely  instrumental  in  building  it  up  to  its 
present  importance.  The  Consumers  Ice  & Cold  Stor- 
age Company  is  still  steadily  growing  and  it  now  has  an 
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ice-making  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
tons  daily. 

Mr.  Ladd  is  also  president  of  the  Key  West  Hotel 
& Restaurant  Company,  which  includes  the  Duval  res- 
taurant, one  of  Key  West's  most  popular  eating  places. 
Lie  was  formerly  president  of  the  Practical  Refrigerat- 
ing Engineers  Association  and  is  a prominent  member 
of  that  society  at  the  present  time,  being  a graduate 
mechanical  engineer. 

In  Key  West,  on  March  21,  1896,  Mr.  Ladd  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rida  Edgar,  a native  of 
Baltimore  but  who  was  residing  in  Key  West  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage. 

Although  his  business  duties  are  of  such  importance 
that  they  demand  most  of  his  time,  Mr.  Ladd  has  never 
neglected  his  duties  as  an  American  citizen  and  found 
time  to  serve  the  city  in  an  official  capacity,  being  now 
in  his  second  term  as  a member  of  the  board  of  aider- 
men,  his  constituency  being  the  first  ward.  He  is  a 
member  and  vestryman  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church, 
taking  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  its  work,  his 
religion  permeating  all  of  his  actions.  Fraternally  he 
is  a Mason,  exemplifying  the  standards  and  principles 
of  that  organization  in  his  everyday  life.  As  the  years 
have  passed  Mr.  Ladd  has  taken  the  important  posi- 
tion in  the  industrial  life  of  Key  West  which  is  his  due 
and  by  his  work  along  this  line  has  done  much  toward 
promoting  the  growth  of  the  city.  He  fulfills  his  duties 
of  citizenship  so  faithfully  that  he  could  be  cited  as  an 
example  to  all  other  right-minded  men  and  is  ever 
ready  to  give  his  support  to  any  public  enterprise  that 
promises  to  be  of  good  fruition.  He  is  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  him  in  business  or  social 
relations  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  his 
fellowmen,  not  so  much  for  what  he  has  attained  finan- 
cially as  on  account  of  those  qualities  of  mind  and  char- 
acter which  have  made  possible  his  success. 


ROBERT  ERIC  HALL. 

Robert  Eric  Hall,  scholar  and  educator,  is  a man 
who  has  made  pronounced  administrative  and  execu- 
tive ability  effective  in  the  field  of  education  and  in 
the  promotion  of  the  spread  of  public  learning,  a work 
to  which  he  has  devoted  the  best  and  most  forceful 
years  of  his  life.  He  is  at  present  in  the  third  term 
of  his  able  service  as  county  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Dade  county,  proving  himself  by  his  constructive 
and  efficient  work  not  only  a scholar  and  a student  but 
also  an  organizer  of  marked  ability.  He  was  born  in 
Wakulla  county,  Florida,  January  7,  1871.  and  on  the 
paternal  side  is  of  English  ancestry  and  a descendant 
of  that  branch  of  the  American  family  of  which  Ly- 


man Hall,  a signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
was  a member.  He  is  a son  of  Rev.  George  and 
Amanda  Malvina  (Mobley)  Hall,  the  latter  also  a rep- 
resentative of  a prominent  American  family  whose 
members  were  well  known  among  the  early  Virginia 
colonists.  The  father  was  a native  of  Georgia  and 
from  that  state  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war, 
joining  the  Fourteenth  Georgia  Volunteers  as  a pri- 
vate. In  that  command  he  served  until  the  battle  of 
Spottsylvania  Courthouse,  where  he  was  wounded  and 
captured,  remaining  in  prison  at  Fort  Delaware  until 
shortly  before  Lee’s  surrender  at  Appomattox.  After 
he  received  his  discharge  he  removed  to  Florida,  set- 
tling in  Wakulla  county  and  later  in  Clay  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  orange  growing. 

Robert  E.  Hall  was  reared  in  his  native  section  and 
acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools.  In  1889  he  secured  a position  as  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  Alachua  county  where  he  taught 
two  years  but,  considering  his  education  still  incom- 
plete, he  gave  up  teaching  for  a time  and  entered 
Gordon  Institute  in  Georgia,  where  he  remained  until 
1896.  In  that  year  he  became  a student  in  the  Na- 
tional Normal  University  of  Ohio,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1899  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
English.  He  immediately  turned  his  attention  to 
teaching,  a profession  which  he  has  followed  since 
that  time,  gaining  new  honors  with  the  passing  years. 
His  work  has  been  confined  to  the  public  schools  of 
Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida  and  he  has  been  prin- 
cipal of  some  of  the  best  high  schools  in  those  states. 
His  residence  in  Dade  county  dates  from  1901  and  his 
position  in  educational  circles  of  the  section  is  in- 
dicated by  the  fact  that  three  years  later  he  was  elected 
county  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  His  able 
and  far-sighted  work  won  him  reelection  in  1908  and 
again  in  1912  and  he  is  now  serving  his  third  term. 
Lmder  his  able  management  the  schools  of  this  section 
have  grown  and  expanded,  improvements  in  manage- 
ment have  been  instituted  and  more  efficient  methods 
installed  so  that  they  are  today  second  to  none  in 
Florida.  In  1912  Mr.  Hall  was  urged  to  make  the 
race  for  state  superintendent  but  he  felt  that  his  in- 
terests lay  in  Dade  county  and  declined.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Florida  Educational  Association  and  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  a posi- 
tion in  which  he  again  proved  his  organizing  power 
and  initiative  spirit. 

Mr.  Hall  has  very  modern  and  practical  ideas  re- 
garding the  branches  taught  in  the  public  schools,  feel- 
ing that  education  is  simply  a more  or  less  adequate 
preparation  for  future  life  work.  He  deprecates  the 
prevalent  unscientific  methods  of  farming  and  of  hor- 
ticulture in  Florida  and  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of 
the  study  of  agriculture  in  the  public  schools.  He  has 
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given  a great  deal  of  time  to  this  question  and  has  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
state  would  be  advanced  by  draining  the  Florida  ever- 
glades and  improving  river  and  harbor  conditions.  He 
has  demonstrated  the  efficacy  of  his  ideas  in  the  devel- 
opment of  his  own  beautiful  grape  fruit  grove  near 
Miami,  which  he  has  equipped  with  a complete  scienti- 
fic irrigating  system. 

In  1906  Mr.  Hall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lena  Rogers,  of  South  Carolina,  a daughter  of  Wins- 
ton and  Elizabeth  (Muldrow)  Rogers,  who  are  now 
residing  on  a large  plantation  in  South  Carolina  which 
was  granted  to  the  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Hall  by 
Charles  II  of  England.  Mrs.  Hall  was  before  her  mar- 
riage secretary  to  the  president  of  the  South  Carolina 
University  at  Columbia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  two 
children,  Winston  Elizabeth  and  Robert  Eric,  Jr. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  and  has  extensive  and  important  fra- 
ternal affiliations,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  his 
connection  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Elks.  He 
possesses  musical  talent  of  a high  order  and  published 
in  1906  the  Biscayne  Waltzes,  a composition  which 
has  received  favorable  recognition  in  musical  circles 
and  which  has  had  a wide  sale.  Above  all  else,  how- 
ever, he  is  a scholar  and  his  exhaustive  reading  em- 
braces many  fields  of  literature  and  research.  He  is  a 
close  student  of  the  works  of  Shakespeare  and  other 
classics  and  gives  a great  deal  of  his  time  to  the  study 
of  psychology  and  the  works  of  Herbert  Spencer,  to 
which  he  maintains  every  educator  should  devote  much 
attention  if  he  would  fulfill  the  duties  he  owes  to  him- 
self and  those  whose  minds  he  may  be  called  upon  to 
train.  He  is  employing  his  highest  faculties  in  the 
promotion  of  the  spread  of  public  education  in  Florida 
and  is  giving  his  undivided  attention  to  this  sphere  of 
activity,  accomplishing  in  this  way  a great  work  of 
advancement,  promoting  alike  the  interests  of  the  state 
and  nation. 


FRANCIS  L.  DANCY. 

Francis  L.  Dancy,  a representative  of  the  Jackson- 
ville bar  who  is  not  only  concerned  with  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  but  also  with  framing  city  legislation 
as  a member  of  the  council  from  the  ninth  ward,  was 
born  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  September  18,  1882,  a son 
of  Edward  D.  and  Sallie  (Champion)  Dancy.  The 
grandfather,  Colonel  Francis  L.  Dancy,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Florida,  becoming  a resident  of  Orange 
Mills,  near  Palatka,  about  1852.  He  was  a West  Point 
graduate  and  had  served  in  the  engineering  department. 
He  came  to  this  state  as  a government  officer  to  fight  the 


Seminole  Indians  and,  pleased  with  Florida,  its  con- 
dition and  opportunities,  he  remained.  In  the  ’40s  he 
was  in  charge  of  the  repair  of  the  seawall  at  St.  August- 
ine and  for  a number  of  years  remained  in  the  govern- 
ment service.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a 
colonel  in  the  Confederate  army  and  was  in  charge  of 
the  commissary  department  of  Florida.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Florida  Reid,  was  a daughter 
of  Governor  Reid,  one  of  the  territorial  governors  of 
Florida.  Colonel  Dancy  passed  away  at  Orange  Mills 
in  1890  and  his  wife’s  death  occurred  in  1894.  He  was 
not  only  recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent  residents 
of  this  state  but  had  a wide  reputation  and  was  well 
known  in  various  sections  of  the  country.  His  son, 
Edward  D.  Dancy,  is  a farmer  and  makes  a specialty 
of  growing  potatoes  which  he  markets  at  Hastings.  He 
is  still  a resident  of  Orange  Mills  and  is  numbered 
among  the  well  known  and  representative  citizens  of 
that  district. 

Francis  L.  Dancy,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, was  educated  in  the  country  schools  of  Orange 
Mills,  spent  two  years  as  a student  in  Savannah, 
Georgia,  devoted  one  year  to  study  in  the  Massie  gram- 
mar school  and  spent  another  year  in  the  Chatham 
Academy.  In  1903  he  entered  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  preparation  for  the  bar,  and  after  pursuing 
a two  years’  law  course  was  admitted  to  the  superior 
court  of  Georgia  in  Clarke  county  and  also  to  practice 
in  the  United  States  district  and  circuit  courts  in  the 
northern  district  of  Georgia.  In  September,  1901,  he 
moved  to  Jacksonville  and  after  he  had  pursued  his 
law  course  in  the  University  of  Georgia  he  returned 
to  this  city,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  active 
practice,  winning  a large  and  gratifying  clientele.  He 
has  never  specialized  in  any  particular  branch  of  the 
profession  but  continues  in  general  practice  and  his 
wide  knowledge  of  the  various  branches  of  law  is  dis- 
played in  the  able  manner  in  which  he  handles  his 
cases.  He  makes  thorough  preparation,  is  strong  in 
argument  and  logical  in  deduction  and  has  won  a num- 
ber of  notable  victories  in  the  courts. 

Mr.  Dancy  has  also  been  prominent  in  public  affairs, 
having  in  June,  1909,  been  elected  a member  of  the  city 
council,  reelected  in  June,  1911,  and  again  reelected  in 
June,  1913,  from  the  ninth  ward,  so  that  he  is  now 
serving  in  that  office.  He  was  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  laws  and  rules,  a member  of  the  officers  and 
police  committee  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
city  property.  During  his  second  term  he  was  made  a 
member  of  the  finance  committee,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  fire  protection,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
city  property  and  chairman  of  the  public  service  com- 
mittee. At  the  present  time  he  is  president  of  the  city 
council,  having  been  elected  as  such  on  June  20,  1913, 
for  a term  of  two  years.  He  has  always  been  an  advo- 
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cate  of  protection  for  the  city  and  while  in  office  has 
done  much  to  further  the  municipal  welfare. 

Mr.  Dancy  has  various  membership  relations,  pro- 
fessional and  otherwise.  He  belongs  to  the  state  and 
county  bar  associations,  is  a member  of  the  Kappa 
Alpha  fraternity,  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Germania  Club  and  the  Florida  Yacht  Club.  Of  the 
last  named  he  is  also  treasurer  and  is  serving  on  its 
board  of  governors.  His  interests  are  wide  and  varied 
and  are  always  manifest  along  lines  of  progress  and 
improvement.  He  has  pleasant  social  qualities  and  is 
popular  and  well  liked  in  the  different  organizations  to 
which  he  belongs. 


FRANCIS  G.  McANULTY. 

Commercial  interests  in  Malone  are  well  represented 
by  Francis  G.  McAnulty  who  conducts  a general  mer- 
cantile establishment  along  modern  and  progressive 
lines  and  who  has  built  up  within  a year's  time  a pat- 
ronage that  speaks  well  for  his  business  ability,  his 
straightforward  and  honest  methods  and  the  progressive 
spirit  which  guides  his  business  policy.  Although  he 
has  been  engaged  in  business  in  Malone  for  only  a 
short  time  he  conducted  a country  store  on  his  planta- 
tion for  the  previous  ten  years  and  there  became  well 
acquainted  with  the  demands  of  the  public,  gaining 
experience  and  information  which  have  stood  him  in 
good  stead  in  the  operation  of  the  larger  enterprise 
which  he  now  conducts. 

Born  in  Jackson  county,  Florida,  March  4,  1859, 
Mr.  McAnulty  is  a son  of  John  W.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Pynes)  McAnulty,  the  former  a native  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  the  latter  of  Alabama.  As  a lad  of  fifteen 
years  John  W.  McAnulty  came  to  Jackson  county,  this 
being  in  the  year  1850,  and  here  he  became  a planter, 
following  agricultural  pursuits  during  his  remaining 
active  life.  Popular  and  well  known  in  the  locality 
where  he  made  his  home,  he  was  highly  respected  as 
he  was  in  his  unostentatious  way  an  important  factor 
in  the  progress  and  development  of  the  country.  He 
now  makes  his  home  in  the  state  of  Alabama.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  W.  McAnulty  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Francis  G.,  of  this  review;  Luella,  the  wife  of 
J.  R.  Roundtree,  of  Palatka,  Florida;  John  W.,  Jr.,  of 
Jackson  county,  this  state ; and  James  Hamilton,  of 
Tampa. 

Francis  G.  McAnulty  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm  and  divided  his  time  between  his  lessons  and  the 
work  of  the  home  place,  with  which  he  assisted  his 
father.  Early  becoming  acquainted  with  effective  agri- 
cultural methods  he  laid,  under  the  able  guidance  of 
his  father,  the  foundation  for  a successful  agricultural 


career  and  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  became  a plantation  overseer,  remaining  in  that 
capacity  for  a period  of  three  years.  He  then  decided 
to  engage  in  farming  independently  and,  buying  land, 
placed  it  under  cultivation,  his  efforts  along  that  line 
being  attended  with  such  success  that  he  gradually 
became  the  proprietor  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  valuable  land  of  which  he  still  owns  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  In  1903  he  branched  out  along  a 
new  line  of  activity  by  establishing  a country  store 
upon  his  plantation,  an  enterprise  which  he  success- 
fully conducted  for  a period  of  about  ten  years.  He 
soon  built  up  a gratifying  trade,  as  he  endeavored  to 
sell  only  the  best  goods  at  a reasonable  profit,  and  as 
his  reputation  for  honesty  became  more  widely  known 
his  financial  returns  increased  from  year  to  year,  add- 
ing considerably  to  his  income.  In  August,  1912,  he 
decided  upon  a removal  to  Malone  and  there  estab- 
lished a general  merchandise  emporium  in  which  he 
carries  a complete  line  of  goods  suited  to  the  local 
trade  and  so  well  assorted  as  practically  to  meet  every 
want  of  the  community.  The  career  of  Mr.  McAnulty 
stands  as  evidence  of  the  fact  that  industry  and  energy 
always  lead  to  success  if  combined  with  honesty  and 
good  business  judgment. 

Mr.  McAnulty  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Luel- 
len  Granger,  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren : Mary  Bertha,  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Bruner,  of 

Ashford,  Alabama;  John  James,  of  Jackson  county; 
Clara  V.,  who  married  J.  E.  Pilcher,  of  Malone ; Lucius 
G.,  of  Malone;  Brannon,  at  home;  Nellie  B.,  also  at 
home ; and  a son  and  daughter  who  died  in  early 
childhood. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  McAnulty  is  a stanch 
democrat,  giving  his  unqualified  support  to  the  meas- 
ures and  candidates  of  his  party  although  he  himself 
has  never  cared  for  the  emoluments  or  honors  of  office. 
Although  he  is  not  active  politically,  he  is,  however, 
well  informed  upon  all  subjects  dealing  with  public 
matters  as  they  affect  his  section  of  the  state  or  the 
nation,  and,  public-spirited  and  progressive,  he  is  al- 
ways found  in  the  front  ranks  of  those  who  fight  in 
the  interest  of  improvement  and  expansion.  Reli- 
giously Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAnulty  are  affiliated  with  the 
Methodist  church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  heartily 
cooperate.  At  one  time  Mr.  McAnulty  served  as  post- 
master at  Mack,  Florida,  discharging  his  duties  in  that 
connection  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  government 
and  the  patrons  of  the  office.  Beginning  upon  his 
career  without  any  particular  advantages,  Mr.  Mc- 
Anulty has  by  steady  progress  attained  a position  which 
ranks  him  among  the  substantial  men  of  Malone  and 
he  has  well  earned  the  prosperity  he  now  enjoys  for 
his  success  has  been  attained  through  mediums  which 
were  honorable  and  straightforward.  A man  of  many 
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commendable  qualities  of  mind  and  character,  he  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  and  the  circle  of  his 
friends  is  practically  coextensive  with  the  number  of 
his  acquaintances,  his  sterling  traits  winning  for  him 
the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  those  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact. 


D.  GORDON  WATKINS. 

There  is  perhaps  no  life  record  in  this  volume  which 
indicates  more  clearly  what  may  be  accomplished 
through  determination,  industry  and  business  integ- 
rity than  that  of  D.  Gordon  Watkins,  of  Dunnellon, 
who  is,  indeed,  a self-made  man  in  the  highest  and 
best  sense  of  the  term.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  ex- 
tensive real-estate  holdings  in  Dunnellon  and  his  at- 
tention is  largely  given  to  the  management  and  control 
of  his  property  interests.  He  was  born  at  Gulf  Ham- 
mock, Levy  county,  Florida,  March  29,  1877,  a son  of 
H.  J.  and  Annie  (Ward)  Watkins,  natives  of  Georgia 
and  Alabama  respectively.  The  father  was  reared  near 
Americus,  Thomas  and  Abbeville,  Georgia,  but  was 
married  in  Alabama  and  came  to  Florida  about  1872, 
settling  at  Williston,  where  he  farmed.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  spent  their  last  days  in  Dunnellon,  the  latter 
passing  away  in  1906  and  the  former  in  1908.  Mr. 
Watkins  had  made  farming  his  life  work  until  he  ar- 
rived in  Dunnellon  in  1893  but  had  lost  so  heavily  in 
the  great  freeze  that  he  was  practically  penniless  and 
his  family  were,  indeed,  in  sore  straits.  He  became 
greatly  discouraged  and  then  it  was  that  his  son  D. 
Gordon  Watkins,  a youth  of  sixteen  years,  came  to  the 
rescue.  The  family  numbered  five  children  : H.  Jack- 
son,  who  is  now  a farmer  of  Gulf  Hammock ; Nora, 
the  wife  of  Judge  James  Backsdale,  of  Dunnellon  ; D. 
Gordon;  Noah  V.,  of  Midland  City,  Alabama;  and 
Lilly,  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Crews,  of  Manatee. 

D.  Gordon  Watkins  remained  at  the  place  of  his 
birth  until  1893,  when  he  came  to  Dunnellon,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  When  the  family  lost  everything 
in  the  heavy  freeze  that  destroyed  all  fruit  the  father 
started  out  in  search  of  work,  leaving  the  family  with 
practically  nothing.  The  son,  then  a youth  of  sixteen, 
started  out  and  began  repairing  shoes  and  when  the 
father  returned  he  found  the  home  well  supplied  with 
provisions  as  a result  of  his  son’s  labor.  Following  the 
arrival  in  Dunnellon  he  continued  to  engage  in  shoe  re- 
pairing and  also  in  repairing  harness  and  in  that  way 
he  gained  a start  in  life.  Subsequently  he  embarked  in 
merchandising  and  conducted  his  store  successfully 
for  a time  but  eventually  sold  out  and  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  management  of  his  real-estate  interests. 
As  he  has  prospered  he  has  bought  property  from  time 


to  time  not  as  a matter  of  speculation  but  for  rental 
and  he  now  owns  about  four  hundred  lots  in  the  town, 
upon  which  are  one  hundred  and  forty-two  houses.  In 
addition  he  owns  seven  houses  in  Hernando  and  two 
in  Tampa,  together  with  vacant  lots  in  Tampa  and 
Jacksonville.  His  entire  attention  is  given  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  property  holdings,  from  which  he  de- 
rives a very  substantial  annual  income.  His  judgment 
seems  seldom  if  ever  at  fault  in  a business  transaction. 
He  always  correctly  values  the  possibilities  of  a situ- 
ation and  his  energy  and  determination  have  enabled 
him  to  overcome  all  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his 
path.  His  educational  opportunities  covered  only  a 
year  and  a half’s  attendance  at  school,  but  he  is  now  a 
well  informed  business  man  as  the  result  of  his  close 
application,  his  keen  observation,  his  reading  and  his 
experience.  Hard  work,  self-denial  and  capability  have 
brought  him  to  the  position  which  he  now  occupies  as 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  business 
men  of  Marion  county.  In  addition  to  bis  extensive 
real-estate  holdings  Mr.  Watkins  has  other  business 
interests,  being  now  a director  of  the  Dunnellon  Ice 
Storage  & Machine  Company,  Inc.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  the  general  store  conducted  by  J.  S.  Williams. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1905,  Mr.  Watkins  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Messer,  who  was 
born  near  Madison,  Florida,  a daughter  of  J.  M.  Mes- 
ser, of  Fort  Meade.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are : 
Katie  Juanita,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  months; 
Clyde ; and  Clara. 

Mr.  Watkins  was  elected  county  commissioner  in 
the  fall  of  1912  and  took  the  office  in  January,  1913. 
He  made  an  excellent  run  in  the  democratic  primaries, 
when  there  were  five  candidates  in  the  field.  He  has 
also  served  as  city  clerk  for  three  years  in  Dunnellon 
and  has  discharged  his  official  duties  with  the  same 
fidelity  and  ability  that  have  characterized  the  control 
of  his  private  business  affairs.  At  one  time  he  was 
president  of  the  local  Carpenters’  Union  and  his  fra- 
ternal relations  are  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
He  supports  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  his  wife  is 
a member,  and  both  are  highly  esteemed  in  Dunnellon, 
where  sterling  personal  worth  has  won  for  them  warm 
and  enduring  regard. 


DANIEL  HECTOR  McMILLAN. 

A history  of  present-day  enterprise  in  Jacksonville 
would  be  incomplete  were  there  failure  to  make  men- 
tion of  Daniel  Hector  McMillan,  the  vice  president  of 
the  Consolidated  Naval  Stores  Company  and  the  in- 
dividual owner  and  manager  of  many  turpentine 
farms.  His  interests  have  for  many  years  been  of 
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growing  importance  and  have  constituted  an  element 
in  the  industrial  activity  of  his  section  of  the  state. 
He  was  born  July  12,  1865,  in  Robeson  county,  North 
Carolina,  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  that  state,  his  ancestors,  of  Scotch  birth,  having 
emigrated  from  the  land  of  hills  and  heather  to  become 
residents  of  North  Carolina  when  it  was  still  num- 
bered among  the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain. 
Another  biographer  has  written  : “The  traditions  with 
reference  to  the  origin  of  the  McMillan  clan  are  con- 
flicting. Their  known  possessions  were  on  both  sides 
of  Loch  Arkaig.  Another  branch,  supposed  to  have 
been  driven  from  Strath  Tay,  began  to  flourish  in 
Knapdale  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Through  the  mar- 
riage of  a chieftain  with  the  heiress  of  the  chief  of 
the  MacNeils  they  became  possessors  of  the  Castle 
Sweyn.  One  of  the  towers  of  this  stronghold  is  called 
‘McMillan’s  Tower.  One  branch  went  to  Argyle  and 
settled  in  the  southern  part,  where  the  chief  was  dis- 
tinguished from  his  residence  as  McMillan  of  Cnop, 
the  name  of  the  property  which  had  been  obtained 
from  the  Lord  of  the  Isles ; and  it  is  said  that,  he  had 
the  charter  engraved  on  the  top  of  a rock  at  the 
boundary  of  his  land  in  the  Gaelic  language  and  letter. 
One  of  the  southern  branch  distinguished  himself  as 
a preacher  and  a leader  of  the  ‘Cameramans,’  who 
were  also  called  MacMillanites.  His  bible  is  pre- 
served among  the  descendants  of  the  Covenanters. 
The  McMillan  Tartan  is  red  and  yellow.  Led  by  the 
great  possibilities  offered  by  the  new  world  and  es- 
pecially that  part  to  which  his  fellow  countrymen  were 
coming  in  large  numbers,  this  ancestor  of  our  subject 
left  his  native  highlands  to  make  America  his  home. 
Other  branches  of  the  family  came  over  and  now  the 
name  is  a familiar  one  in  every  part  of  the  country.” 
Through  succeeding  generations  members  of  the 
family  continued  residents  of  North  Carolina,  pros- 
pered in  their  business  undertakings  and  took  active 
part  in  the  work  of  general  development  and  improve- 
ment, One  of  the  name,  Archibald  S.  McMillan,  was 
united  m marriage  to  Miss  Katherine  McLean,  also 
of  Scotch  lineage,  and  their  home  was  established  in 
Robeson  county,  where  their  son,  Daniel  H.  McMil- 
lan, spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  his  father’s 
farm.  His  experiences  were  those  which  usually  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  farm  lad  who  enjoys  country  life  in 
its  different  phases,  who  assists  in  the  work  of  the 
fields  and  spends  some  time  in  the  acquirement  of  a 
public-school  education.  He  was  about  seventeen  years 
of  age  when  he  started  out  in  the  business  world,  am- 
bitious for  advancement  and  willing  to  pay  the  price 
of  success — that  price  of  close  application,  unfaltering 
perseverance  and  unabating  energy.  Attention  was 
then  being  attracted  to  the  Georgia  pine  belt  and  it 
was  this  which  led  Mr.  McMillan  to  make  his  way  to 


the  Empire  state  of  the  south.  The  year  1888  found 
him  at  Pembrooke,  Georgia,  where  he  began  operating 
in  turpentine  and  naval  stores  in  a section  where  his 
energy  and  application  brought  him  deserved  success. 
He  there  continued  for  seven  years  and  extended  the 
scope  of  his  activities,  becoming  interested  in  mer- 
chandising as  a partner  in  the  firm  of  W.  H.  Hughes 
& Company.  In  1895,  however,  he  disposed  of  his 
business  affairs  in  Georgia  and  removed  to  Lake 
county,  Florida,  where  he  established  a still  larger 
turpentine  plant.  This  venture  proved  profitable  and 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  enter  still  more  actively  in 
the  important  business  operations  resulting  in  1899  in 
the  organization  of  The  Mutual  Naval  Stores  Com- 
pany at  Jacksonville.  The  business  was  conducted 
under  that  name  until  it  was  merged  with  another  en- 
terprise of  similar  character  under  the  style  of  the  Con- 
solidated Naval  Stores  Company,  with  Mr.  McMillan 
as  the  vice  president  of  what  is  now  one  of  the  most 
extensive  concerns  of  the  kind  in  existence.  He  owns 
and  manages  about  a dozen  turpentine  farms  and  his 
success,  placing  him  with  the  leading  business  men 
of  the  city,  is  attributable  directly  to  his  employment 
of  progressive  methods,  to  his  unabating  energy  and 
his  thorough  reliability. 

Mr.  McMillan  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Roach,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Roach,  of  Bullock  county,  Georgia, 
and  they  have  eight  children,  Robert  H.,  Beulah,  John 
D.,  Warren  J.,  Montague,  Spurgeon,  Farley  and  Ralph. 
Mr.  McMillan’s  interests  center  in  his  family  and  their 
welfare.  They  attend  the  Baptist  church  to  which  he 
belongs  and  in  the  work  of  which  he  is  much  inter- 
ested. He  is  a prominent  Mason,  being  a Master 
Mason,  belonging  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  hold- 
ing the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite ; he 
is  also  a Knight  Templar  and  a Noble  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  Democratic  party  but  he  is  not  desirous 
of  holding  office.  He  concentrates  his  energies  upon 
his  business  affairs,  and  in  everything  has  been  emi- 
nently practical.  While  he  has  reached  the  goal  of 
prosperity  his  genuine  worth,  broad  mind  and  public 
spirit  have  also  made  him  a director  of  public  thought 
and  action. 


JOHN  T.  KNIGHT. 

John  T.  Knight,  closely  connected  with  mercantile 
interests  of  Miami  as  the  proprietor  of  a large  ladies’ 
and  men’s  furnishing  store,  is  one  of  the  progressive 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  the  city  and  has  been 
a resident  of  Florida  since  1889.  He  was  born  in  Lon- 
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don,  England,  June  8,  1870,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Sarah  (Hyatt)  Knight,  also  natives  of  that  country. 
The  father  was  a potter  by  trade  and  when  he  left 
London  went  to  Australia,  locating  in  Hobart,  Tas- 
mania, where  he  resided  for  a number  of  years.  He 
died  in  Sydney  and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who  makes 
her  home  in  Melbourne. 

John  T.  Knight  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he 
went  with  his  parents  to  Hobart,  Australia,  but  he  re- 
mained there  only  a short  time  for  when  he  was  not 
yet  fifteen  he  went  to  seek  his  fortune,  traveling  all 
over  Australia  for  a year  and  a half,  engaging  in  sheep- 
shearing and  in  other  occupations.  He  afterward  went 
to  sea  and  spent  four  years  aboard  ship,  traveling  over 
practically  all  of  the  waters  of  the  globe.  Landing  at 
Pensacola,  Florida,  in  1889,  he  has  since  made  his  home 
in  that  state.  He  was  for  a number  of  years  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  Freeport  and  while  there 
served  one  term  as  county  commissioner  of  Walton 
county.  In  1907  he  came  to  Dade  county  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Drake  Lumber  Company’s  sawmill  at 
Princeton  and  he  spent  four  years  in  this  position,  re- 
signing in  order  to  come  to  Miami,  where  he  opened  a 
ladies’  and  men’s  furnishing  store  which  he  has  since 
conducted,  having  been  accorded  a liberal  patronage  in 
recognition  of  his  straightforward  and  honorable  busi- 
ness methods  and  his  reasonable  prices. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1890,  Mr.  Knight  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Idell  Baker,  of  Freeport,  Florida, 
who  died  December  31,  1910.  Mr.  Knight  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and  is  active  in  ad- 
vancing the  general  business  interests  of  the  city.  He 
is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order,  having  attained  the 
thirty-second  degree  according  to  the  Scottish  Rite 
and  holding  membership  in  the  lodge,  of  which  he  is  a 
past  master,  the  chapter,  the  commandery  and  the 
shrine.  He  is  a steward  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  and  is  a man  of  exemplary  and  upright 
character,  well  entitled  to  a foremost  place  among  the 
representative  and  respected  citizens  of  Miami. 


AUGUSTUS  WOODCOCK  ARNOLD. 

With  the  name  of  Key  West  there  arises  before  the 
devotees  of  the  delicately  fragrant  herb  the  subtle, 
enticing  and  soothing  perfume  born  of  the  immolation 
of  the  kingly  leaf  to  the  fire  god.  It  is  Key  West  that 
means  to  the  smoker  the  highest  perfection  in  cigar 
quality  and  manufacture  and  it  is  therefore  but  nat- 
ural that  men  engaged  in  this  line  of  business  are  en- 
titled to  a foremost  place  on  the  roll  of  honor  among 
those  who  have  made  for  the  growth  of  the  city  and 
have  made  its  name  world  famous.  Augustus  Wood- 


cock Arnold,  general  manager  and  director  of  the 
Ferdinand  Hirsch  Company,  cigar  manufacturers  of 
Key  West,  Florida,  is  among  these  men,  for  he  ably 
guides  and  directs  one  of  the  largest  and  most  re- 
nowned enterprises  of  its  kind  in  the  city. 

Augustus  W.  Arnold  was  born  in  Mobile,  Alabama, 
June  10,  i860,  a son  of  William  Arnold,  a native  of 
Troy,  New  York.  Of  an  old  and  distinguished  family 
in  whose  veins  runs  the  blood  of  Welsh  royalty  and 
whose  members  came  over  to  America  in  the  early 
dawn  of  its  history,  Augustus  W.  Arnold  worthily 
carries  forward  the  traditions  of  his  family.  Al- 
though the  Arnolds  are  counted  as  of  English  descent 
and  in  that  country  belonged  to  the  nobility,  being  en- 
titled to  a coat  of  arms,  they  had  their  origin  among 
the  ancient  princes  of  Wales.  The  American  branch 
from  which  our  subject  is  descended  was  established 
by  one  of  two  brothers,  Oliver  and  Thomas  Arnold, 
who  emigrated  to  America  from  England  in  1635, 
making  the  journey  across  the  Atlantic  in  the  ship 
Plain  Joan,  locating  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Arnold  of  this  review  is  descended  from  Oliver 
Arnold.  The  family  has  been  represented  in,  all  of 
the  great  American  wars  and  William  Arnold,  the 
father,  served  as  captain  of  the  Washington  Light  Ar- 
tillery of  Mobile  during  the  Civil  war,  his  sword  now 
being  preserved  by  our  subject  as  a highly  prized  heir- 
loom. The  paternal  great-grandfather,  Nathan  Ar- 
nold, served  as  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
the  paternal  grandfather  was  George  Arnold,  who 
married  Catharine  Miller,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Seth 
Miller,  who  served  as  a surgeon  on  the  staff  of  George 
Washington  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

William  Arnold,  the  father,  after  leaving  New  York 
state  located  in  Mobile  in  his  early  manhood,  where 
for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  hat 
business.  He  was  born  in  Troy,  New  York,  on  Sep- 
tember 13,  1822,  and  married  in  Mobile,  Alabama, 
October  2,  1855,  to  Margaret  Heaney,  a daughter  of 
Patrick  Heaney,  who  was  born  in  Cork,  Ireland. 
Margaret  Heaney  was  a native  of  Mobile,  where  she 
was  born  May  1,  1839.  She  died  in  April,  1903,  in 
Mobile,  long  surviving  her  husband,  who  had  passed 
away  in  the  same  city  on  July  14,  1882.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children,  two  daughters  and  six 
sons,  of  whom  four  of  the  sons  are  now  living.  The 
three  living  brothers  of  Augustus  W.  Arnold  are 
Oliver,  Anson  and  John,  all  residents  of  Mobile,  Ala- 
bama. Mr.  Arnold  of  this  review  is  the  eldest  of  these 
brothers. 

A descendant  of  an  ancient,  highly  honorable  and 
patriotic  American  family,  Augustus  W.  Arnold  was 
reared  amid  an  environment  conducive  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  highest  qualities  of  manhood,  early  hav- 
ing instilled  in  his  youthful  consciousness  lessons  on 
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the  value  of  thrift,  diligence  and  honesty.  Up  to  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  remained  in  Mobile,  where  he  secured 
his  early  education  in  public  and  private  schools.  Hav- 
ing decided  to  make  the  manufacture  of  cigars  his  life 
vocation,  he  at  that  early  age  proceeded  to  Havana, 
Cuba,  spending  twelve  years  in  the  city  which  furnishes 
the  finest  cigars  in  the  world.  In  Havana  and  its 
vicinity  he  was  constantly  connected  with  the  tobacco 
industry  in  one  form  or  another,  spending  his  first  time 
on  a plantation,  thus  learning  at  the  outset  how  to  raise 
and  cultivate  the  plant.  It  was  his  purpose  to  acquire  all 
the  details  of  the  tobacco  business  in  its  various  phases 
and  therefore  he  did  not  fail  to  become  acquainted  with 
every  phase  of  the  business.  Moreover,  he  was 
anxious  to  learn  the  Spanish  language.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  entered  a cigar  factory  in  Havana  and  in 
order  to  learn  the  business  from  the  ground  up  started 
in  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder.  He  passed  through  all 
the  preliminary  training,  finally  winding  up  his  five 
years  of  apprenticeship  at  the  bench.  However,  even 
before  he  had  fully  completed  his  term  he  was  made 
manager  of  the  factory  and  up  to  that  time  was  the 
only  American  that  had  ever  been  entrusted  with  such 
a responsible  position  in  a Spanish  cigar  factory  in 
Havana.  His  concern  made  the  highest  class  of  goods 
only  and  catered  only  to  the  most  exclusive  trade  of 
the  world,  including  many  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe.  While  manager  of  this  factory  he  had  the 
honor  of  preparing  a box  of  very  fine  cigars  for  the 
first  German  emperor,  William  I,  the  grandfather  of 
the  present  kaiser,  and  although  the  box  contained  but 
seventy-five  cigars,  the  price  was  one  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  cheerfully  paid.  The  box  itself,  however, 
represented  the  greater  part  of  the  cost.  It  had  been 
ordered  by  the  German  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
Cuba,  who  wished  it  for  a Christmas  present  to  the 
German  emperor.  His  Majesty  expressed  his  appreci- 
ation by  making  frequent  subsequent  purchases  of  the 
same  brand  of  cigars. 

Mr.  Arnold  continued  to  manage  the  Spanish  fac- 
tory in  Havana  until  1887,  having  in  the  meanwhile 
learned  to  speak,  read  and  write  Spanish  fluently.  In 
that  year  he  was  offered  the  management  of  a cigar 
factory  recently  established  in  Key  West  at  a sub- 
stantial advance  in  salary.  He  accepted  this  offer  and 
this  brought  him  to  the  Island  city,  and  he  has  ever 
since  been  a resident  of  Key  West  from  that  day  in 
1887  until  the  present  and  during  that  entire  time  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  cigar  manufactur- 
ing industry,  making  creditable  progress  until  he  is 
now  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  his  line  of  busi- 
ness. Since  1901  he  has  been  general  manager  of  the 
Ferdinand  Hirsch  Company,  one  of  the  well  known 
and  extensive  cigar  manufacturing  concerns  of  Key 
West,  which  was  incorporated  in  1890.  He  has  now 


been  connected  with  the  cigar  making  business  for 
a period  of  tbirty-seven  years,  having  entered  the  in- 
dustry at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  in  that  time  he  has 
become  so  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  industry  in 
all  of  its  phases  that  his  personal  endeavors  must  be 
largely  held  responsible  for  the  extraordinary  progress 
and  the  profitable  business  the  firm  with  which  he  is 
connected  is  doing.  Besides  being  the  chief  executive 
of  the  Hirsch  interests  in  Key  West,  Mr.  Arnold  is 
also  a director  in  the  company. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Lelia  Holland,  whom  he  married  in  1889  and  who  died 
a few  years  later,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  now  Mrs. 
Bolling  R.  Powell,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama.  In  1897 
Mr.  Arnold  married  Miss  Emma  Cosgrove,  of  Key 
West,  a daughter  of  the  late  Captain  P.  L.  Cosgrove, 
for  many  years  a well  known  resident  of  this  city  and 
in  his  day  one  of  the  best  known  pilots  in  southern 
Florida  waters  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters : Marguerite, 

Emma,  Josephine,  William  Miller  and  George. 

The  deep  patriotism  of  the  Arnold  family,  expressed 
by  its  ancestors  through  their  valiant  services  in  war 
times,  finds  in  Mr.  Arnold  expression  in  his  public- 
spirited  helpfulness  as  regards  worthy  public  enter- 
prises, which  he  ever  promotes  and  supports.  His 
activities  in  the  commercial  life  of  the  city  have  not 
only  gained  for  him  individual  prosperity  but  have 
been  an  important  factor  in  extending  the  trade  im- 
portance of  Key  West.  Moreover,  he  takes  interest 
in  public  affairs  affecting  the  intellectual  and  moral 
growth  of  his  city  and  is  ever  ready  to  gladly  bear  his 
share  in  support  of  any  cause  that  may  benefit  the 
city.  For  over  twenty-five  years  he  has  resided  in 
Key  West  and  there  he  has  built  a reputation  for  busi- 
ness integrity  and  business  ability  even  more  valu- 
able than  earthly  riches.  He  is  a business  man  of  the 
modern  type,  shrewd,  able,  progressive  and  straight- 
forward, careful  of  his  own  interests,  considerate  of 
those  of  others  and  influenced  at  all  times  by  the 
thought  of  the  broader  effect  which  his  work  has  upon 
the  growth  of  the  community. 


WILLIS  B.  EDMINSTER. 

As  the  broad  lands  of  the  United  States  have  been 
peopled  by  the  nations  of  the  earth,  land  fell  fast  un- 
der the  plow  to  give  food  to  its  millions  and,  neces- 
sity becoming  a virtue,  we  had  to  turn  to  those  arid 
stretches  of  the  west  and  the  vast  swamp  lands  of  the 
south  to  make  them  subservient  to  our  needs  that  they 
may  return  to  us  bounty  and  give  us  sustenance.  In 
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this  work  of  colonization  the  modern  agriculturist  of 
the  south  takes  a foremost  part  in  reclaiming  vast 
stretches  of  waste  land  and  transforming  them  into 
fertile  fields  yielding  not  one  but  two  or  even  three 
crops  annually  under  climatic  conditions  which  have 
no  equal  anywhere.  Willis  B.  Edminster,  who,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  owns  a valuable  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres  near  Elkton,  to  which  he  gives 
his  whole  attention,  is  among  the  men  who  are  rep- 
resentative of  the  new  enterprise  of  the  south.  In  the 
operation  of  his  agricultural  enterprise  is  evidenced 
his  aggressive  spirit  and  although  he  has  devoted  his 
labors  to  farming  only  since  1909,  he  has  become  suc- 
cessful by  employing  scientific  methods  and  has  ob- 
tained most  gratifying  results. 

Willis  B.  Edminster  is  a native  of  Hamilton,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  was  born  April  9,  1869,  a son  of 
Charles  and  Minerva  (Clark)  Edminster,  who  were 
bom  in  Elmira,  New  York,  where  they  were  subse- 
quently married.  After  this  event  they  came  to  Wis- 
consin, where  the  father,  in  the  year  1840,  installed 
the  first  sawmill  in  those  parts  and  gave  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  operation  of  that  enterprise.  Subse- 
quently they  moved  to  Missouri  but  in  1876  ill  health 
necessitated  a change  of  climate  and  induced  the  fam- 
ily to  remove  to  Florida,  the  beneficial  influence  of  the 
air  soon  restoring  the  father  to  health.  During  most 
of  his  active  life  Charles  Edminster  was  engaged  as 
contractor,  builder  and  architect  but  also  devoted  at- 
tention to  horticulture,  giving  part  of  his  time  to  a fine 
orange  grove  which  he  owned  at  Waldo,  Florida,  but 
which  subsequently  was  destroyed  by  a heavy  frost. 
The  parents  and  family  later  moved  to  St.  Augustine, 
where  the  father  made  his  home  until  his  death  and 
where  he  became  widely  and  favorably  known  as  one 
of  the  principal  builders,  being  there  engaged  in  that 
business  for  many  years.  He  died  while  on  a business 
trip  to  Jacksonville  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his 
age,  in  1910,  while  the  mother  had  preceded  him  in 
death,  passing  away  while  paying  a visit  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  in  1897.  The  father  was  a well  known  figure 
in  business  circles  in  St.  Augustine,  where  he  was 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  for  his  qualities  of 
progressiveness  and  integrity  and  where  he  was  hon- 
ored as  one  of  the  pioneers  connected  with  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  city.  Of  their  family  of  eleven  children 
eight  grew  to  maturity,  of  whom  six  are  now  living. 
Of  those  who  grew  up,  Margaret,  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Chicago,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
and  Virginia  met  death  by  drowning  in  the  Wisconsin 
river,  a promising  girl  of  but  fifteen  years  of  age. 
The  six  living  are:  Bell,  the  wife  of  Dr.  George  W. 
Thompson,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Frances,  who  mar- 
ried E.  W.  Eldridge,  of  Jackson,  Michigan  ; Gertrude, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  L.  Gill,  of  Quincy,  Illinois ; S.  C., 


an  architect  and  builder  of  St  Augustine,  Florida,  who 
succeeded  his  father  in  business ; Willis  B.,  of  this 
review ; and  Alma,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Hoatson,  of  St. 
Augustine,  Florida. 

Willis  B.  Edminster  spent  the  first  six  years  of  his 
life  with  his  parents  in  Missouri  and  in  1876  removed 
with  the  family  to  Florida,  where  he  attended  public 
school  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  He  sub- 
sequently assisted  his  father  in  his  business  in  St. 
Augustine,  remaining  for  a year,  but  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  on  a vacation,  turned  northward,  finding 
such  various  and  manifold  opportunities  in  the  north- 
land  that  he  did  not  return  for  sixteen  years  to  his 
home.  Making  Boston,  New  York  and  Chicago  his 
headquarters,  he  engaged  in  lyceum  work,  billing  some 
of  the  highest  class  artists  in  that  line  in  the  country 
and  being  at  that  time  connected  with  Major  J.  B.  Pond 
and  the  Ridpath  Lyceum  Bureau  of  Boston  and  New 
York.  Mr.  Edminster  laid  out  the  routes  to  be  fol- 
lowed and  also  devoted  his  talent  to  the  selection  of 
the  best  entertainers,  artists  and  speakers  for  Chautau- 
qua purposes.  During  this  time  he  made  several  trips 
to  Europe  and  circumnavigated  the  globe,  gaining 
wonderful  experience  and  a deep  insight  in  human 
nature  and  business  affairs  and  conditions.  With  the 
exception  of  South  America  and  the  Holy  Land, 
there  is  hardly  a civilized  country  which  he  has  not 
visited  and  to  many  of  them  he  has  paid  repeated 
visits.  Twice  he  has  visited  South  Africa  during  that 
time,  but  about  nine  years  ago  he  made  a new  de- 
parture and,  proceeding  to  Canada,  took  up  the  work 
of  making  newspaper  illustrations  and  engravings, 
and  organized  the  Roberts  Engraving  Company  of 
London,  Ontario,  which  furnished  an  illustrated  serv- 
ice to  most  of  the  papers  of  the  province.  Continu- 
ous activity,  however,  and  hard  work  had  undermined 
the  health  of  Mr.  Edminster  to  such  an  extent  that  in 
1909  he  turned  to  the  sunny  south  for  recuperation. 
Finding  conditions  largely  changed  and  perceiving  new 
opportunities,  he  decided  to  stay  and  acquired  by  pur- 
chase forty  acres  of  land,  which  area  he  later  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  acres  and  which  is  all  under 
cultivation.  It  was  originally  timber  land  and  to  clear 
and  to  drain  it  and  prepare  it  for  the  plow  required 
utmost  industry,  energy  and  perseverance.  He  owns 
this  property  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  S.  C. 
Edminster,  and  it  is  known  in  Elkton  as  the  Edmin- 
ster brothers’  farm,  our  subject  devoting  most  of  his 
time  to  its  cultivation.  In  the  meantime  he  had  also 
acquired  another  farm  in  partnership  with  the  F.  E. 
Bugbee  Company  of  Hastings,  which  he  had  partially 
improved  before  selling  out.  His  time  at  present  is 
largely  given  to  potato  culture  and  this  crop  is  gener- 
ally followed  by  a large  corn  crop,  which  in  turn  is 
succeeded  by  one  of  hay,  while  part  of  his  land  is  de- 
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voted  to  peanuts  and  peas.  A number  of  important 
and  valuable  improvements  have  been  made  on  the 
property  by  Mr.  Edminster,  the  land  is  well  drained 
and  irrigated,  two  artesian  wells  of  six-inch  diameter 
have  been  installed  and  such  equipment  and  machinery 
has  been  provided  as  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  val- 
uable properties  in  the  vicinity,  by  its  appearance  be- 
speaking the  prosperity  of  its  owner.  Mr.  Edminster 
finds  here  in  the  development  of  his  agricultural  in- 
terests that  rest  and  happiness  due  him  after  a long 
and  varied  experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  world  in 
many  lands.  Elis  farm,  however,  has  not  always  oc- 
cupied all  of  his  time,  for  he  also  was  active  in  oper- 
ating a cooperage  business  until  a year  ago,  when  a 
factory  of  this  class  was  established  here  largely 
through  his  efforts.  Part  of  his  attention  is  also  given 
to  commission  business,  of  which  he  makes  a side 
line. 

Of  progressive  tendencies,  energetic  and  industri- 
ous, Mr.  Edminster  has  in  a few  years  become  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  the  Elkton  farming  com- 
munity, in  which  he  has  become  one  of  the  forceful 
elements,  taking  an  active  part  in  all  those  movements 
which  make  for  the  advancement  and  development  of 
the  district.  He  fought  in  the  foremost  rank  with 
those  who  endeavored  to  bring  about  good  roads  and 
always  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  that  movement. 
Although  he  is  not  a politician  in  the  generally  ac- 
cepted sense  of  the  word,  he  takes  a deep  interest  in 
all  matters  of  public  importance  and  any  measure  in- 
augurated for  the  benefit  of  the  people  finds  in  him 
a warm  supporter.  As  in  his  younger  years  have  come 
to  him  experiences  which  make  this  life  worth  living 
and  widen  the  horizon  of  thought  and  action,  he  finds 
now  happiness  and  a comparative  rest  in  his  endeavors 
along  agricultural  lines,  which  result  not  only  in  his 
own  prosperity  but  play  an  important  part  in  the  con- 
structive development  of  St.  John  county. 


JOHN  LEWIS  OVERSTREET. 

One  of  the  most  active,  able  and  prominent  men  in 
public  life  in  Kissimmee  is  John  Lewis  Overstreet,  now 
in  the  first  year  of  his  able  service  as  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court.  He  was  born  in  the  city  where  he  now 
resides  and  is  a son  of  Malcolm  N.  and  Rebecca  (Bron- 
son) Overstreet.  The  father  was  born  in  Emanuel 
county,  Georgia,  May  6,  1850,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  came  to  Florida,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
orange  growing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Febru- 
ary 9,  1913.  Throughout  the  period  of  his  residence 
in  this  state  he  was  interested  in  public  affairs  and  for 


six  years  served  ably  and  efficiently  as  a member  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners. 

John  L.  Overstreet  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Kissimmee  and  began  his 
independent  career  as  clerk  in  a hardware  store  in  this 
city.  When  he  resigned  that  position  he  turned  his 
attention  to  contracting  and  building,  securing  in  recog- 
nition of  his  honorable  and  upright  business  methods 
and  his  excellent  work  a large  and  lucrative  patronage. 
His  public  career  began  with  his  election  to  the  office 
of  tax  assessor  of  Osceola  county,  a position  in  which 
he  served  ably  for  eight  years,  gaining  widespread 
recognition  as  an  able  and  conscientious  public  ser- 
vant. In  1912  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
for  a four  year  term  and  in  this  connection  has  proven 
able,  straightforward  and  thoroughly  reliable,  dis- 
charging his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned. 

On  December  20,  1901,  Mr.  Overstreet  married 
Miss  Lulu  V.  Bass,  of  Kissimmee,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Murray  W.,  Lois  Janet,  Mary  Eleanor  and 
Alta  Ruth.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  church,  South,  and  Mr.  Overstreet  is 
now  acting  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Kissimmee  Building  Committee 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  private  life  he  has  ever 
been  actuated  by  the  principles  which  govern  honor- 
able and  upright  manhood  and  the  same  high  ideals 
have  ever  been  manifest  in  his  official  and  political 
relations. 


LAWRENCE  ARCHIE  COOLEY. 

Lawrence  Archie  Cooley,  prominently  identified  with 
business  interests  of  Miami  as  a dealer  in  real  estate 
and  insurance  and  as  the  proprietor  of  the  largest 
rental  agency  in  the  city,  was  born  at  Fort  Scott,  Kan- 
sas, Tune  29,  1871.  He  is  a son  of  Amos  Riley  and 
Adeline  (Wheeler)  Cooley,  the  former  a native  of 
Michigan  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  They  moved 
from  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  to  Mayport,  Florida,  in  pio- 
neer times,  making  the  entire  trip  by  wagon  and  spend- 
ing more  than  six  months  upon  the  journey.  They 
remained  in  Mayport  for  eight  years,  the  father  de- 
voting his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits, 
but  in  1887  the  family  removed  to  Asheville,  North 
Carolina.  Their  second  location  in  Florida  was  made 
in  1891,  when  they  went  to  Lake  Helen,  Volusia 
county,  where  the  father  planted  a grapefruit  grove, 
giving  his  entire  time  to  its  cultivation  until  1895,  when 
the  great  freeze  overwhelmed  this  section.  He  now 
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makes  his  home  in  Miami,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  1912. 

Lawrence  A.  Cooley  spent  his  youth  in  Asheville, 
North  Carolina,  and  there  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  At  this  time,  when  not  engaged 
with  his  books,  he  clerked  in  his  father’s  grocery  store 
and  meat  market  and  was  afterward  associated  with 
his  father  in  business.  In  1901  he  came  to  Miami  and 
embarked  in  the  real-estate  business  in  association  with 
the  late  Joseph  Horner.  Mr.  Cooley  afterwards  pur- 
chased his  partner’s  interests  and  since  1908  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone  in  an  able  and  profitable 
manner.  He  has  acquired  a great  deal  of  valuable 
property  in  Miami,  both  improved  and  unimproved, 
and  has  a large  patronage,  his  judgment  of  land 
values  being  considered  practically  invaluable.  He  is 
also  extensively  interested  in  the  insurance  business 
and  conducts  a rental  agency  which  is  the  largest  of 
its  kind  in  the  city,  Mr.  Cooley  having  more  than  five 
hundred  tenants.  All  of  his  business  interests  are 
carefully  and  conservatively  conducted  and  in  their 
management  he  has  met  with  that  success  which  al- 
ways rewards  earnest  and  well  directed  labor. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1891,  Mr.  Cooley  mar- 
ried Miss  Nannie  Boone,  a direct  descendant  of  Daniel 
Boone.  She  was  born  in  Kinston,  North  Carolina,  and 
afterward  lived  in  Asheville,  where  her  marriage  oc- 
curred. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooley  have  four  children: 
Emmett  L.,  aged  eighteen;  Viola  Aline,  thirteen; 
Edith,  eight;  and  David,  aged  five.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Cooley  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a member  of  the  Miami  Club  and 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  is  justly  accorded  a place 
among  the  prominent  and  representative  citizens  of  the 
community,  for  he  belongs  to  that  class  of  men  whose 
enterprise  is  used  not  alone  for  their  own  benefit,  but 
also  for  the  advancement  of  public  prosperity. 


RICHARD  WILLIAM  RHODES. 

The  value  of  specialization  and  experience  is  shown 
in  the  success  of  Richard  William  Rhodes,  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  Miami,  who,  with  the  exception 
of  three  years,  has  been  continuously  identified  with 
the  clothing  business  since  he  was  twelve  years  of  age. 
Through  successive  stages  of  progress  and  advance- 
ment he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward, 
combining  ability  with  energy,  enterprise  and  deter- 
mination until  today  he  stands  in  the  front  ranks  of 
Miami’s  substantial  and  representative  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  Corning,  New  York,  April  29,  1867,  and 
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is  a son  of  Richard  Dean  and  Elizabeth  (Irwin) 
Rhodes,  natives  of  the  Empire  state,  who  about  the 
year  1S71  went  from  New  York  to  Chicago,  where 
both  passed  away. 

Richard  W.  Rhodes  was  four  years  of  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Chicago  and  was  still  a 
small  child  when  his  mother  died.  He  was  reared  in 
the  home  of  his  uncle,  Joseph  D.  Rhodes,  of  Ottawa, 
Illinois,  and  after  completing  the  prescribed  course  in 
the  public  schools  entered  the  Ottawa  high  school, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  January,  1883,  at 
the  age  of  fifteen.  Long  before  this,  however,  he  had 
begun  learning  the  clothing  business,  working  at  it 
during  his  vacations  from  the  time  he  was  twelve  years 
of  age,  beginning  as  cash  boy  in  a store  in  Ottawa. 
After  laying  aside  his  books  he  accepted  a position  as 
clerk  and  salesman  in  the  large  clothing  house  of 
Charles  B.  Kellogg  & Company  of  Chicago  and  he 
worked  in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  In  1885  he 
contracted  asthma  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  health 
came  to  Florida,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  lo- 
cated first  at  Titusville,  where  he  became  manager  of 
a fleet  of  pleasure  boats,  and  during  the  three  years 
he  remained  there  he  sailed  up  the  Miami  river  and 
over  the  bay  of  Biscayne,  one  of  the  earliest  explorers 
in  this  section.  During  this  time  he  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinction of  taking  for  an  outing  such  notable  men  as 
Grover  Cleveland,  Mat  Quay  and  others.  In  1888 
he  again  turned  his  attention  to  the  clothing  business, 
accepting  a position  as  clerk  in  a store  in  Sanford. 
There  he  remained  until  1892,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  clothing  business  at  Titusville,  conducting  a large 
and  profitable  enterprise  of  that  character  for  ten 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Miami  and 
opened  up  a clothing  and  gentlemen’s  furnishing  es- 
tablishment on  Twelfth  street,  an  enterprise  which  is 
today  one  of  the  largest  and  best  of  its  kind  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Rhodes  has  secured  a liberal  and  represen- 
tative patronage,  accorded  him  in  recognition  of  his 
honorable  business  methods  and  straightforward 
dealings,  and  he  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants and  progressive  business  men  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  addition  to  his  clothing  business  here  he  owns 
a ten  acre  bearing  citrus  grove  near  Titusville  and 
the  sale  of  the  fruit  is  a substantial  addition  to  his 
annual  income. 

In  1892  Mr.  Rhodes  married  Miss  Oris  Gregson,  a 
daughter  of  John  Gregson,  a native  of  England  and 
the  son  of  a Presbyterian  clergyman.  Mr.  Gregson 
was  formerly  one  of  the  best  known  artists  in  Cin- 
cinnati and  a painting  of  his,  depicting  a hunting 
scene,  won  the  premium  at  the  Centennial  Exposition 
held  at  Philadelphia  in  1876.  It  now  adorns  a wall 
in  one  of  the  rooms  of  Mr.  Rhodes’  attractive  home 
at  No.  1 19  Tenth  street,  in  Miami.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
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Rhodes  have  two  children:  Richard  Irwin,  aged 

eleven;  and  Oris  Gregson,  aged  eight.  Mr.  Rhodes 
is  a Knight  of  Pythias  and  belongs  to  the  Miami 
Board  of  Trade.  His  business  career  has  been  marked 
by  that  consecutive  progress  which  follows  persistent 
labor,  intelligently  directed,  and  upon  ability,  experi- 
ence and  energy  he  has  founded  a success  which 
places  him  among  the  leading  business  men  of  Miami. 


GEORGE  WARD  McMULLEN. 

George  Ward  McMullen,  a fruit  grower  and  farmer 
of  Pinellas  county,  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  his  home  place  of  which  fifteen  acres  is  devoted 
to  the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits.  Other  interests 
have  at  times  occupied  his  attention  and  he  has  ever 
been  found  an  energetic,  capable  man  to  whom  suc- 
cess has  come  as  the  merited  reward  of  earnest  labor 
and  close  application.  Florida  is  proud  to  number  him 
among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred 
near  Clearwater,  in  Pinellas  county,  December  r,  1870, 
his  parents  being  James  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Campbell) 
McMullen.  The  father  was  born  in  Brooks  county, 
Georgia,  and  the  mother  in  Hernando  county,  Flor- 
ida. In  1848  James  P.  McMullen  came  to  this  state 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and,  looking  over  the 
country,  recognized  its  possibilities  and  opportunities. 
Being  very  ambitious  he  located  at  Tampa  in  1852, 
there  remaining  most  of  the  time  until  after  the  war. 
He  served  throughout  the  period  of  hostilities,  driv- 
ing cattle  the  first  year  for  the  army  while  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  put  in  command  of  teams  and 
was  addressed  with  the  title  of  captain,  by  which  he 
was  known  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
After  the  war  he  settled  near  Clearwater,  where  he 
began  farming,  stock-raising  and  fruit  growing,  his 
interests  of  that  character  occupying  his  time  and  at- 
tention throughout  his  remaining  days.  Fie  died  in 
1895  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1891  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
His  family  numbered  eleven  children : Dr.  Bethel 

McMullen,  of  Largo,  Florida;  Margaret  M.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; Sarah,  the  wife  of  W. 

A.  Belcher,  of  Largo ; Daniel  C.,  who  is  deceased, 
while  his  widow  resides  at  Clearwater  and  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  volume ; Kate,  the  deceased 
wife  of  W.  A.  Belcher,  of  Largo,  who  since  her 
death  has  married  her  elder  sister;  Joseph  R.,  de- 
ceased; Lucy,  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Booth,  of  Safety 
Harbor;  Eliza,  the  deceased  wife  of  W.  H.  Fowler; 
William,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 

B.  L.,  of  Bayview;  and  George  Ward. 


The  last  named,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  review, 
has  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Clearwater  throughout 
his  entire  life  and  in  his  youthful  days  became  famil- 
iar with  horticultural  and  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
has  always  followed  fruit  growing  and  farming  and 
today  has  upon  his  place  an  excellent  grove  of  fifteen 
acres,  while  thirty-two  acres  of  his  land  is  under 
cultivation.  There  is  altogether  in  the  home  place 
one  hundred  acres  and  in  addition  he  owns  forty 
acres  near  Tarpon  and  a five-acre  lot  at  Bayview. 
For  some  time  he  operated  a sawmill  but  has  discon- 
tinued that  business  at  the  present  day. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1891,  Mr.  McMullen  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie  Watson,  who  was 
born  in  England,  November  21,  1871,  and  came  to 
Florida  with  her  father  in  1885,  her  mother  having 
previously  died  in  England.  Her  father,  James  Wat- 
son, was  born  in  Morpeth,  Northumberland,  England, 
June  13,  1818,  and  prior  to  coming  to  the  United 
States  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  London  for 
a number  of  years.  After  coming  to  Florida  he 
purchased  a place  below  St.  Petersburg  and  at  length 
lived  retired  from  active  business,  passing  away  No- 
vember 15,  1903.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Towers,  died  in  England,  May  9,  1878, 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  In  their  family  were 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  came  to  Florida;  Ar- 
thur, now  deceased;  Herbert  T.,  of  St.  Petersburg; 
Maud  Watson,  who  is  living  with  her  sister;  Mrs. 
McMullen ; and  Ethel,  the  wife  of  Horace  Kilgore, 
of  Largo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMullen  have  become  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Jeffery  Ward;  George 

Stanley ; Arthur  Maurice ; Enid  Elizabeth ; Flenry 
Towers;  James  Bethel;  Daniel  Grey;  and  Robert 
Watson. 

Mr.  McMullen  takes  only  a citizen’s  interest  in 
political  affairs,  neither  seeking  nor  desiring  office  on 
his  own  account.  Flis  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  which  he  is  a consistent  mem- 
ber. He  is  a typical  southern  gentleman  and  one 
whose  recognition  of  the  opportunities  and  possi- 
bilities of  Florida  and  utilization  thereof  have  closely 
connected  him  with  the  fruit-growing  industry  in 
which  he  is  now  meeting  with  a gratifying  measure 
of  prosperity. 


JOHN  B.  STETSON  UNIVERSITY. 

The  welfare,  growth  and  progress  of  any  state  de- 
pends to  a rarely  appreciated  extent  upon  the  edu- 
cational facilities  which  it  offers  to  its  young  people, 
upon  the  stability,  high  standards  and  modern  methods 
of  its  educational  institutions  and  upon  the  spirit  in 


FLORIDA 


445 


which  these  institutions  are  regarded  by  the  people 
at  large.  Florida  therefore,  and  more  especially  the 
city  of  DeLand,  owes  a great  and  lasting  debt  to  the 
founder  and  to  the  upbuilders  of  the  John  B.  Stetson 
University,  to  the  men  whose  philanthropy  and  public 
spirit  have  made  so  splendid  an  institution  possible 
and  to  the  educators  whose  knowledge  and  ability 
have  assisted  in  maintaining  in  it  the  very  highest 
educational  ideals.  This  is  one  of  the  finest,  most 
modern  and  most  progressive  institutions  of  its  kind 
in  the  south,  up  to  date  in  its  standards  and  require- 
ments, thoroughly  complete  in  equipment  and  above 
all  high  in  its  purposes  and  modern  in  its  aims,  and  it 
stands  as  a worthy  memorial  to  Lion.  H.  A.  DeLand, 
its  founder,  to  John  B.  Stetson,  who  endowed  it,  and 
to  the  people  of  the  state,  who  to  a great  extent  sup- 
port and  maintain  it. 

In  1876  Hon.  H.  A.  DeLand,  of  New  York  state, 
came  to  Florida  on  a sight-seeing  tour.  There  was 
at  that  time  but  one  house  on  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  DeLand,  where  Mr.  DeLand  bought  a large 
holding  which  in  the  fall  other  settlers  called  by  his 
name.  In  this  way  the  city  was  founded,  Mr.  DeLand 
taking  a leading  part  in  its  establishment  and  in  the 
foundation  of  its  institutions.  In  May,  1877,  he  or- 
ganized a public  school  and  in  1883  started  a high 
school.  From  this  time  on,  he  continued  his  work 
along  educational  lines,  building  in  1884  a frame  acad- 
emy in  the  pine  woods  on  the  edge  of  the  town.  It 
was  named  by  the  trustees  DeLand  Hall  in  his  honor. 
The  local  Baptist  church  of  which  Mr.  DeLand  was 
a member  gave  the  enterprise  its  cordial  support  and 
in  1887  a charter  was  obtained  from  the  state  incor- 
porating DeLand  University.  Seeing  the  need  of 
larger  resources  if  the  institution  was  to  maintain  a 
high  standard,  Mr.  DeLand,  founder  of  DeLand 
Academy  and  University,  interested  John  B.  Stetson, 
in  the  educational  movement.  Mr.  Stetson  responded 
promptly  and  liberally.  Against  his  protest  the  name 
was  changed  in  1889,  on  Mr.  DeLand’s  motion,  to 
John  B.  Stetson  LIniversity.  Accepting  the  work  of 
founding  the  new  university,  Mr.  Stetson  was  ever 
afterwards  a generous  patron.  During  the  past  twen- 
ty-five years  its  growth  has  been  rapid  and  substantial, 
the  four  hundred  thousand  dollar  endowment  which 
Mr.  Stetson  gave  the  institution  having  been  increased 
through  his  wise  management  to  an  equivalent  of 
nearly  a million. 

The  John  B.  Stetson  University,  occupying  a cam- 
pus of  twenty-eight  acres,  is  housed  in  seventeen 
buildings,  erected  in  this  chronological  order:  DeLand 
Hall,  a servants’  cottage,  Stetson  Hall,  the  president’s 
house,  the  gymnasium,  the  laundry,  the  central 
portion  of  Elizabeth  Hall,  the  Academy  wing  of 
Chaudoin  Hall,  the  College  wing  of  Chaudoin,  the 


Auditorium,  or  south  wing  of  Elizabeth  Hall,  the 
north  wing  of  Elizabeth  Hall,  East  House,  Science 
Hall,  the  central  heating  and  lighting  plant,  the  Car- 
negie Library,  Conrad  Hall,  the  new  dormitory  for 
college  men  and  the  Cummings  Gymnasium.  The 
buildings  of  the  University  are  modern,  well  built 
and  admirably  adapted  to  their  purposes.  They  are 
conveniently  arranged,  with  plenty  of  room  between 
them,  ensuring  good  light  and  are  equipped  with  mod- 
ern conveniences  and  even  luxuries.  Elizabeth  Hall, 
the  chief  building,  consisting  of  three  large  structures, 
is  a gift  from  John  B.  Stetson  and  bears  the  name  of 
his  wife.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  most  notably  beauti- 
ful and  adequate  building  devoted  to  educational 
purposes  in  the  south,  being  a massive,  imposing  struc- 
ture erected  in  the  style  of  the  Spanish  Renaissance 
at  a cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
There  are,  in  addition  to  this,  dormitories  for  men  and 
women,  two  fine  libraries,  one  the  gift  of  Andrew 
Carnegie  and  the  other  of  C.  T.  Sampson,  and  ex- 
cellent gymnasium  and  fine  laboratories, — mineralog- 
ical,  biological,  bacteriological,  chemical  and  physical, 
• — all  thoroughly  equipped  with  the  most  modern  ap- 
paratus. There  are  also  wood  and  iron  working 
shops  in  which  excellent  manual  training  courses  are 
offered.  These  buildings  and  their  equipment  have 
cost  about  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  uni- 
versity possesses  in  addition  about  one  million, 
twenty-three  thousand  dollars  in  endowment.  It  has 
a beautiful  chapel  with  costly  furnishings,  including 
stained  glass  windows,  seven  oil  paintings,  and  a ten 
thousand  dollar  pipe  organ.  There  is  a comprehen- 
sive and  well  arranged  museum,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Mon- 
roe Heath  of  Chicago,  an  enclosed  athletic  field,  run- 
ning track,  tennis  court,  baseball  diamond  and  football 
field  and  there  are  adequate  facilities  near  by  for  golf, 
swimming,  rowing  and  other  sports.  In  1913  there 
was  started  a gallery  of  fine  arts,  and  a number  of 
choice  colors  in  oil  were  procured  and  are  hung  in 
the  large  gallery  on  the  first  floor  of  the  north  wing 
of  Elizabeth  Hall.  Additions  will  be  made  upon 
every  convenient  opportunity. 

The  campus  of  twenty-eight  acres  is  situated  on 
high  land  in  the  northern  part  of  DeLand,  a half- 
mile  from  the  center  of  town.  The  seventeen  build- 
ings are  grouped  on  this  campus.  It  is  intersected  by 
Woodland  boulevard  and  Minnesota  avenue,  and  is 
bounded  by  a number  of  streets.  The  boulevard  is 
very  wide,  with  a fine  line  of  live  oaks  down  the 
center  of  it,  on  one  side  a hard  shell  road,  on  the 
other  a pinestraw  road,  and  both  sides  bounded  by 
cement  walks.  Live  oaks  line  the  University  streets ; 
in  one  corner  of  the  campus  there  is  a grove  of  water 
oaks,  in  another  a grove  of  pine  trees,  and  scattered 
over  the  campus  are  numerous  trees  and  pieces  of 
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shrubbery,  including  orange,  grapefruit,  peach,  um- 
brella, camphor,  China-berry,  wild  cherry,  live  oak 
and  pine  trees ; date  palms,  palmettoes,  Spanish  bay- 
onets, bamboo,  holly,  jessamine,  poinciana,  poinsettia, 
oleanders,  lilies,  Mexican  vines,  trumpet  vines,  ivy  in 
profusion,  amaryllis,  a rose  garden  and  lawns  of  Ber- 
muda and  St.  Augustine  grass. 

In  1S98  Stetson  University  adopted  identically  the 
same  standards  for  admission  to  the  College  of  Liberal 
Arts  and  for  graduation  from  the  same  as  those  set 
up  by  the  University  of  Chicago,  maintaining  the  fif- 
teen Carnegie  units  standard  for  college  entrance. 
This  standard  has  been  rigidly  lived  up  to  with  the 
result  that  the  institution  has  established  an  enviable 
reputation  for  the  strength  of  its  scholarship  and  the 
worth  of  its  graduates.  The  same  high  standards  are 
maintained  in  the  colleges  of  law,  and  the  other  pro- 
fessions and  the  university  in  its  entirety  is  a splendid 
memorial  to  its  founder,  a credit  to  its  trustees,  di- 
rectors and  faculty  and  a valuable  addition  to  the  edu- 
cational resources  of  the  state  of  Florida. 

In  1903  President  Forbes,  who  had  been  president 
from  the  first  organization  of  the  college,  resigned  and 
in  1904  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley  of  Bucknell  University 
was  elected  as  his  successor.  Under  Dr.  Hulley,  new 
departments  have  been  added,  three  beautiful  new 
buildings,  the  Carnegie  Library,  the  Conrad  Dormi- 
tory and  the  Cummings  Gymnasium,  have  been 
erected,  and  several  hundred  thousands  of  dollars  in 
endowments  added,  together  with  many  varied  gifts. 


FRANK  CASSIDEY. 

After  the  creation  of  the  office  of  city  auditor  in 
Jacksonville,  Frank  Cassidey  was  made  the  first  incum- 
bent in  that  position  and  still  continues,  discharging  his 
duties  with  a promptness  and  fidelity  that  has  insured 
his  reelection.  He  was  born  in  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  January  11,  1871,  a son  of  Francis  A.  L.  and 
Henrietta  (Dell)  Cassidey,  who  were  natives  of  North 
Carolina  and  Florida  respectively.  The  Dell  family 
has  been  represented  in  this  state  since  the  Indian  war 
and  Philip  Dell,  one  of  his  ancestors,  was  a prominent 
and  influential  character  of  Florida  in  the  early  days. 
B.  Maxey  Dell  swam  St.  Marys  river  on  a mule  to 
fight  in  the  Indian  war  and  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  man  to  undertake  and  accomplish  such  a feat. 
He  was  always  known  by  the  title  of  colonel  and  per- 
haps held  the  commission  during  his  service  against  the 
red  men.  Philip  Dell  became  prominent  in  politics  and 
was  at  one  time  acting  governor  of  Florida,  while  about 
1851  he  represented  his  district  in  the  state  senate.  The 
name  of  Cassidey  has  also  become  well  known  in  con- 


nection with  the  history  of  this  state,  for  Francis  A.  L. 
Cassidey,  who  operated  the  Marine  Railway,  with 
headquarters  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  came  to 
Florida  and  was  connected  with  government  work  on 
the  jettys  for  some  time.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  became  a member  of  Company  F,  Second  Florida 
Cavalry,  which  he  assisted  in  organizing.  He  was 
sergeant  major  and  was  detailed  quartermaster  in  the 
commissary  department.  It  is  a singular  coincidence 
that  our  subject's  father  and  also  his  wife’s  father, 
William  King  Boston,  fought  side  by  side  in  the  battle 
of  Olustee,  Florida,  during  the  Civil  war.  Francis 
A.  L.  Cassidey  died  in  Jacksonville  in  1890. 

Frank  Cassidey  has  been  a resident  of  this  city  from 
the  age  of  ten  years,  or  since  April,  1881.  Following 
the  completion  of  his  school  days  he  entered  public 
service  and  has  been  almost  continuously  connected 
with  municipal  affairs.  He  was  first  made  chief  clerk 
in  the  city  comptroller’s  office,  acting  in  that  capacity 
until  the  office  was  abolished  and  that  of  city  auditor 
was  created  in  July,  1911.  Mr.  Cassidey  was  then 
elected  the  first  city  auditor  of  Jacksonville  and  so 
continues.  Over  the  record  of  his  official  career  there 
falls  no  shadow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of  evil.  He  has 
ever  been  faithful  and  loyal  and  his  capability  is  recog- 
nized by  all  who  know  aught  of  his  public  service. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1900,  Mr.  Cassidey  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Goertner  T.  Boston,  daugh- 
ter of  William  King  Boston,  of  Alachua  county,  Flor- 
ida, and  they  have  one  child,  James  Ansel.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cassidey  have  a broad  acquaintance  in  this  city 
and  the  hospitality  of  many  of  Jacksonville’s  leading 
homes  is  accorded  them.  Mr.  Cassidey  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Germania  Club  and  is  also  a popular 
member  of  the  Elks.  Plis  life  record,  like  that  of  his 
father,  comprises  an  interesting  military  chapter,  for 
he  served  during  the  Spanish- American  war  as  quarter- 
master of  Company  K,  First  Louisiana  Regiment  Vol- 
unteers, giving  thereby  evidence  of  his  patriotic  spirit, 
which  influences  his  actions  in  time  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  times  of  war,  when  volunteers  are  needed  to  pro- 
tect the  honor  of  the  country  against  a foreign  foe. 


HON.  GUILFORD  F.  SPRAGUE,  M.  D. 

The  history  of  Crescent  City  would  be  incomplete 
and  unsatisfactory  were  there  failure  to  make  promi- 
nent mention  of  Hon.  Guilford  F.  Sprague,  M.  D., 
who  for  twenty  years  was  its  mayor,  guiding  and  di- 
recting its  interests  along  the  lines  of  public-spirited 
progress  and  improvement.  He  was  also  connected 
with  mercantile  interests  as  proprietor  of  a drug  store 
and  figured  prominently  in  professional  circles  in  the 
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practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Missouri  num- 
bered him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  there  oc- 
curring about  1826.  During  his  early  boyhood  his 
parents  removed  to  Texas  and  after  entering  upon 
the  study  of  medicine  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  active  practice  in  Kansas,  California  and  Flor- 
ida. In  1881  he  arrived  in  this  state  and  was  there- 
after a resident  of  Crescent  City  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  13,  1909.  Immediately 
upon  his  arrival  here  he  opened  a drug  store  and  also 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  and  in  both  lines  met 
with  fair  success  as  the  years  went  on,  but  for  ten 
years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  in  ill  health.  He  was 
a member  of  various  medical  societies  and  thus  kept 
in  close  touch  with  the  onward  march  of  progress  in 
professional  lines.  He  possessed  notable  skill  in  sur- 
gery, having  comprehensive  understanding  of  anatomy 
and  the  component  parts  of  the  human  body  and  dis- 
playing much  skill  in  performing  the  multitudinous 
delicate  duties  which  are  a feature  of  surgical  work. 

Dr.  Sprague  also  became  prominent  in  political  cir- 
cles as  a stanch  advocate  of  democratic  principles  and 
his  fellow  townsmen,  appreciative  of  his  worth  and 
ability,  chose  him  to  represent  Putnam  county  in  the 
state  legislature.  He  was  also  mayor  of  Crescent  City 
for  about  twenty  years  and  filled  minor  positions.  As 
chief  executive  he  carefully  guided  and  guarded  mu- 
nicipal affairs,  introducing  many  needed  reforms  and 
improvements  which  in  the  course  of  years  have  be- 
come recognized  as  of  distinct  value  to  the  city. 

Dr.  Sprague  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife, 
Mrs.  Katie  Sprague,  died  leaving  one  child,  and  on 
the  24th  of  November,  1886,  Dr.  Sprague  wedded 
Katie  C.  Culhane,  who  was  born  in  Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada,  in  1853,  an<3  when  five  years  of  age  was 
taken  by  her  parents  to  Stratford,  Ontario.  She  was 
left  an  orphan  when  but  ten  years  of  age.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1885,  she  came  to  Florida  where  she  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Sprague,  becoming  his  wife  in 
1886. 

Dr.  Sprague  served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  a 
surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  was  a member 
of  the  state  board  of  health  of  Florida  for  a num- 
ber of  years  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  popular 
and  prominent  representatives  of  his  profession. 
Prominent  fraternally  he  was  a member  of  Lake 
Lodge,  No.  72,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Crescent  City,  and 
a Knight  Templar.  He  passed  away  in  his  eightieth 
year,  since  which  time  Mrs.  Sprague  has  conducted 
the  hotel  which  bears  his  name.  He  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  conduct  of  this  hotel,  which  was 
opened  by  Mrs.  Sprague  in  December,  1902,  and  has 
always  been  managed  by  her  as  a tourist  hotel,  open 
throughout  the  year.  His  prominence  in  public  of- 
fice as  well  as  his  professional  ability  and  activity 


made  him  most  widely  known  and  he  was  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  owing  to  his  personal  worth  and  his 
close  conformity  to  the  highest  standards  of  profes- 
sional ethics. 


ROBERT  OLIVER  CURRY. 

A commanding  figure  in  the  commercial  world  of 
Key  West  was  Robert  Oliver  Curry,  long  connected 
with  important  interests  here.  He  was  a compara- 
tively young  man  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  being 
about  fifty-three  years  of  age,  yet  he  had  attained  a 
place  in  life  which  it  is  given  but  a few  men  to  reach. 
He  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  the 
late  William  Curry  and  was  born  in  Key  West  on 
May  2,  1856.  He  died  in  New  York  city,  where  he 
had  gone  to  obtain  expert  medical  treatment,  on  April 
21,  1909. 

Robert  O.  Curry  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Key  West  and  in  Emory  College  of  Ox- 
ford, Georgia.  Upon  reaching  an  age  at  which  he 
was  old  enough  to  take  up  the  affairs  of  life  he  became 
associated  with  the  large  business  and  mercantile  firm 
of  William  Curry’s  Sons  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
and  for  a number  of  years  previous  to  that  time  was 
president  of  the  Key  West  Ice  Company,  which  was 
one  of  the  many  large  concerns  owned  and  controlled 
by  the  firm  of  William  Curry’s  Sons.  He  displayed 
an  executive  ability  which  was  peerless  and  his  meth- 
ods were  always  so  straightforward  and  so  thoroughly 
practical  that  they  were  not  only  worthy  of  the  highest 
commendation  but  productive  to  the  utmost  possi- 
bility. As  a business  man  he  built  up  a reputation 
second  to  none  in  the  city  and  his  early  death  was  a 
distinct  loss  to  the  expansion  of  the  industrial  activ- 
ities of  the  city. 

On  February  11,  1885,  Mr.  Curry  married  Miss 
Mercedes  Valdez,  a native  of  Havana,  Cuba,  born 
July  22,  1861,  and  a daughter  of  Fernando  and  Fran- 
cisca  (Bonet)  Valdez,  both  natives  of  Havana.  The 
father  was  of  Spanish  and  English  descent  and  the 
mother,  of  French  stock.  The  ancestors  of  Mrs. 
Curry  had  lived  in  Havana  for  a number  of  gener- 
ations and  her  father,  Fernando  Valdez,  was  one  of 
the  men  who  established  the  first  cigar  factory  in  Key 
West  in  1869,  being  a member  of  the  firm  of  Vicente, 
Martinez,  Ybor  & Company,  manufacturers  of  the 
celebrated  cigar,  El  Principe  de  Gales,  famed  for  its 
excellence  the  world  over.  The  firm  manufactured 
this  cigar  in  Key  West  until  1886,  when  the  big  fire 
of  that  year  destroyed  a large  portion  of  the  city, 
including  their  factory.  The  plant  was  then  rebuilt 
in  Tampa  but  Mr.  Valdez  did  not  go  to  that  city, 
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preferring  to  retain  his  home  in  Key  West,  where  he 
owned  a controlling  interest  in  a private  bank  known 
as  the  Union  Bank  and  served  as  its  president  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  on  April  7,  1899.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Curry  became  the  parents  of  three  daughters. 
Colleen  Euphemia,  born  December  21,  1885,  and  Elise 
Barr,  born  August  28,  1888,  are  both  at  home  with 
their  mother.  The  third  daughter,  Gladys  Sweeting, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Lieutenant  Walter  Putney  Boat- 
wright, an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army  Coast 
Artillery  Corps.  Mrs.  Boatwright  was  born  October 
30,  1890,  and  married  Lieutenant  Boatwright  in  New 
York  city  on  June  29,  1912. 

A man  of  large  commercial  interests,  Mr.  Curry 
was  naturally  much  interested  in  the  progress  of  Key 
West,  to  which  he  was  ever  ready  to  contribute.  Al- 
though he  preferred  to  remain  in  political  abeyance, 
he  participated  in  all  public  movements  undertaken 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city  and  was  ever  ready  to 
gladly  bear  his  share  of  time  or  money  for  the  public 
welfare.  His  name  stood  for  integrity  and  fair-deal- 
ing and  his  memory  is  still  cherished  in  the  minds 
of  his  many  business  associates  and  friends.  His 
death  was  a serious  loss  to  the  city  of  Key  West 
and  his  name  will  stand  prominent  among  those  which 
will  be  recorded  upon  the  annals  of  the  commercial 
history  of  the  city. 


CALVIN  D.  CHRIST,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  most  conspicuously  able  physicians  and 
surgeons  in  Orlando  is  Dr.  Calvin  D.  Christ,  who,  since 
1906,  has  been  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion here.  He  is  known  also  as  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Orlando  Sanitarium,  one  of  the  most  scientif- 
ically managed  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  country, 
the  completion  of  which  marks  a new  epoch  in  the 
medical  history  of  the  state. 

Dr.  Christ  was  born  in  Hughesville,  Charles  County, 
Maryland,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Caroline  (Hoff- 
man) Christ,  the  former  of  whom  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  community  and  entered  Charlotte  Hall 
Academy  at  St.  Marys,  Maryland,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1898.  After  laying  aside  his  books 
he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  then  secured  a position  as  fire- 
man on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad.  Having 
determined  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life 
work,  he  took  up  the  study  of  the  profession  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Baltimore,  re- 
ceiving his  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1905.  During  the  last 
year  of  his  course  he  acted  as  house  physician  at  the 
Gundrv  Sanitarium  in  Baltimore  and  he  was  afterward 


resident  surgeon  and  physician  for  the  Presbyterian 
Eye,  Ear,  Nose  & Throat  Hospital.  On  the  10th  of 
March,  1906,  Dr.  Christ  came  to  Orlando  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine 
here.  He  has  secured  a large  and  representative  pat- 
ronage, for  his  ability  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
have  become  generally  known  on  account  of  the  ex- 
cellent results  which  have  attended  his  labors.  He 
makes  it  a practice  to  spend  a month  each  year  in  hos- 
pitals in  New  York  and  Baltimore,  thus  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  most  advanced  thought  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  is  a member  of  the  Orange  County  and 
State  Medical  Societies  and  the  Southern  and  Amer- 
ican Medical  Associations. 

In  January,  1912,  a number  of  the  leading  men 
of  Orlando  established  the  Orlando  Sanitarium,  an 
institution  which  has  filled  a long-felt  want  in  the 
community,  Orlando  having  been  for  many  years 
the  natural  objective  point  of  a large  proportion  of  the 
tourists  who  visit  Florida  each  winter  in  search  of 
health. 

A substantial  patronage  awaited  the  opening  of  the 
institution  and  has  increased  steadily  during  the  one 
year  of  its  operation.  Dr.  Christ  was  selected  as  resi- 
dent physician  and  surgeon  at  the  sanitarium  and  has 
already  proved  by  his  able  work  his  unusual  qualifica- 
tions for  the  difficult  position.  The  other  prominent 
men  of  Orlando  interested  in  the  foundation  and  devel- 
opment of  the  Orlando  Sanitarium  are  as  follows : 
William  R.  O’Neal,  president;  Judge  T.  Picton  War- 
low,  vice  president,  and  T.  H.  Evans,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  board  of  directors  is  as  follows:  M. 
O.  Overstreet,  M.  M.  Smith,  Benjamin  Drew  and  J. 
Meisterman,  names  which  are  in  themselves  a guaran- 
tee of  the  success  of  the  institution.  Dr.  Christ,  as 
resident  physician,  has  under  him  a corps  of  trained 
medical  assistants  and  nurses.  The  sanitarium  build- 
ing is  of  modern  fireproof  construction  and  provides 
accommodations  for  upwards  of  thirty-five  patients. 
The  best  local  architects  and  builders  were  employed  to 
make  the  sanitarium  beautiful  and  attractive  as  well 
as  scientifically  perfect  in  every  department.  The 
buildings  and  grounds  cover  one  acre  of  land  and  the 
plans  provide  for  the  addition  of  more  departments, 
as  needed.  A complete  hydro-electric  system,  under 
the  direction  of  a recognized  expert,  who  has  made 
a lifelong  study  of  this  branch  of  therapeutics,  has 
been  installed.  Other  advantages  include  a large 
swimming  pool,  Turkish  and  Russian  baths,  electric 
light  baths  and  the  equipment  for  scientific  massage 
and  Swedish  movements  and  all  branches  of  modern 
physical  culture.  A system  of  up-to-date  dietetics  has 
been  put  into  effect  and  is  under  the  management  of 
a graduate  dietetist  and  of  Dr.  Christ  himself.  Every 
room  in  the  sanitarium  has  a full  view  of  the  out- 
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doors,  with  large  windows  to  let  in  an  unlimited  sup- 
ply of  sunlight  and  fresh  air  from  the  near  by  pine 
woods.  Dr.  Christ  has  been  in  charge  of  this  great 
institution  since  its  organization  and  has  already 
proven  eminently  capable  in  his  management  of  its 
affairs.  He  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians in  Florida  and  the  directors  and  officials  of  the 
Orlando  Sanitarium  are  fortunate  in  having  secured 
his  expert  services. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1911,  Dr.  Christ  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Abbott,  of  Moorestown,  New  Jersey,  and 
they  have  a son,  George  Abbott.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Christ 
is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  holding  member- 
ship in  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery  and  be- 
longing also  to  the  shrine.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  of  Phi  Beta 
Phi,  a medical  fraternity.  He  belongs  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  is  a member  of  the  Quaker  church.  His 
personal  characteristics  have  gained  for  him  the  warm 
regard  and  friendship  of  many,  while  in  professional 
circles  he  has  attained  that  eminence  which  only  comes 
in  recognition  of  merit  and  ability. 


LOUIS  WOLFSON. 

Louis  Wolfson  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
Key  West,  owning  of  the  largest  and  most  complete 
dry-goods  stores  of  the  city,  a store  that  is  in  thorough 
keeping  with  the  spirit  of  progress  and  which  is  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Fleming  and  Duval  streets.  It 
is  known  as  “The  Store  of  Fashion”  and  was  so  called 
by  the  common  consent  of  its  patrons,  which  is  as- 
suredly a mark  of  distinction  and  a compliment  to  its 
owner.  Mr.  Wolfson  was  born  on  March  15,  1865,  in 
Russia  and  attended  the  public  schools  in  that  country, 
coming  to  the  United  States  in  1889,  landing  at  New 
York  on  the  25th  day  of  January.  On  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary in  the  same  year  he  arrived  in  Key  West,  where 
he  immediately  entered  business  circles  of  the  city. 
Two  brothers  of  his,  Joseph,  who  is  older  than  our 
subject,  and  Adam,  who  is  younger,  were  already  here 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  having  pre- 
ceded him  to  Key  West  by  about  three  years.  These 
two  brothers  now  reside  in  the  north,  Joseph  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  and  Adam  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey, 
both  being  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  Mr. 
Wolfson’s  parents,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  re- 
mained all  their  lives  in  Russia. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Key  West,  Louis  Wolfson  en- 
tered business,  engaging  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
selling  of  dry  goods,  notions,  shoe  wear  and  ready-to- 
wear  garments  and  continued  in  the  business  for  a 
number  of  years  until  the  retail  branch  of  his  business 


grew  in  such  a rapid  way  as  to  make  it  advantageous 
to  give  more  attention  to  the  retail  department  of  his 
business  than  to  the  wholesale  end.  He  has  since  de- 
voted his  entire  time  to  “The  Store  of  Fashion,” 
which  carries  complete  and  superb  lines  of  goods  and 
is  housed  in  a building  which  was  erected  by  Mr. 
Wolfson  himself  to  meet  his  own  requirements  and 
in  accordance  with  his  own  ideas.  Mr.  Wolfson  and 
his  wife  visit  the  northern  and  eastern  markets  twice 
a year  and  sometimes  oftener,  personally  selecting 
their  goods  and  paying  particular  attention  to  obtain- 
ing only  strictly  high-class  merchandise  and  the  sea- 
son’s prevailing  styles.  So  excellent  has  been  their 
judgment  in  selecting  these  goods  that  Mr.  Wolfson 
has  become  recognized  as  an  authority  on  style  and 
fashion  and  therefrom  his  store  has  received  its  name. 
Of  rare  executive  ability,  Mr.  Wolfson  has  trained  a 
staff  of  employes  which  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired 
and  the  most  courteous  treatment  is  received  at  his 
store.  For  a period  of  eight  years  Mr.  Wolfson  has 
also  been  a member  of  the  firm  of  Fisher  & Wolfson, 
clothing  manufacturers,  of  No.  99  Spring  street,  New 
York  city. 

On  August  11,  1887,  in  Russia,  Mr.  Wolfson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosa  Gruner  and  they 
have  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Dr. 
William  L.  Wolfson  is  a physician  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  there  enjoying  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 
He  first  graduated  in  the  pharmaceutical  department 
of  Columbia  University  of  New  York,  but  after  a 
short  experience  in  the  drug  business  did  not  find 
the  trade  congenial  and  decided  to  study  medicine, 
which  he  accordingly  did  in  Bellevue  Medical  College 
of  New  York  city,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1911.  Phillip  Wolfson,  the  second  son,  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  the  senior  class  in  the  dental  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Mitchell  is  a student  in 
the  Ruth  Hargrove  Institute  of  Key  West  and  the 
fourth  member  of  the  family,  Zenia,  agen  ten,  at- 
tends school  at  the  convent  in  her  native  city.  All  four 
of  the  children  are  accomplished  musicians. 

Ever  since  his  arrival  in  Key  West  in  1889  Mr. 
Wolfson  has  stood  for  progress  and  advancement  and 
has  exerted  himself  to  bring  about  commercial  expan- 
sion and  development  along  moral  and  intellectual  lines. 
He  is  active  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  formerly  was  for  two  years  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  having  been  alderman  at 
large.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  an  Elk  and  a 
Mason  and  a member  of  the  Order  of  Eagles.  He 
has  valuable  property  interests  in  Key  West  and  is  one 
of  the  largest  taxpayers  in  the  city.  True  to  the  faith 
of  his  fathers,  he  is  a member  of  the  synagogue.  A 
self-made  man  in  the  most  noble  application  of  the 
word,  Mr.  Wolfson  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
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in  business  and  social  circles  and  well  merits  the  con- 
fidence and  good-will  which  are  extended  him.  A 
shrewd,  able  and  progressive  business  man  of  the 
modern  type,  he  is  careful  of  his  own  interests,  con- 
siderate of  those  of  others  and  influenced  at  all  times 
by  the  thought  of  the  broader  effect  which  his  actions 
have  upon  the  growth  of  the  community. 


CYRUS  LOWREY. 

Since  1898  Cyrus  Lowrey  has  been  a resident  of 
Clearwater  and  is  now  filling  the  position  of  post- 
master. He  is  also  identified  with  the  leading  clubs 
and  societies  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  civic 
affairs,  all  of  which  makes  him  a representative  and 
valued  citizen  of  Pinellas  county.  He  was  born  De- 
cember 14,  1838,  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  therefore  now  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his 
age.  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Worline) 
Lowrey,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Keystone 
state  and  were  representatives  of  old  Pennsylvania- 
Dutch  families.  The  German  language  was  used  in 
their  own  home  and  Cyrus  Lowrey  was  familiar  with 
that  tongue  before  he  could  speak  English.  He  was 
next  to  the  youngest  in  a family  of  ten  children,  five 
of  whom  are  now  living,  and  when  a small  boy  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  resided  until  the  Civil  war.  In  June,  1862, 
when  a young  man  of  twenty-three  years,  he  offered 
his  services  to  the  government,  joining  Company  H, 
One  Hundred  and  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 
He  also  had  two  brothers  at  the  front,  John  H.  and 
Harmon,  both  being  members  of  the  Sixteenth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  while  later  Harmon  became  a 
member  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry.  Cyrus  Lowrey 
participated  in  many  hotly  contested  engagements  and 
proved  himself  a brave  and  loyal  soldier.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  his  Ohio  home  and  there  followed 
the  jeweler’s  trade,  which  he  had  previously  learned, 
until  October,  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Iowa,  set- 
tling in  Fort  Madison,  Lee  county.  There  he  was 
married  in  1866  to  Miss  Laura  M.  Preston,  a native 
of  Illinois.  He  conducted  a jewelry  business  at  Far- 
mington, Iowa,  until  the  fall  of  1870,  when  he  became 
a resident  of  Talladega,  Alabama,  where  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  trade  until  1883  and  two  years 
later,  1885,  witnessed  Mr.  Lowrey ’s  arrival  in  Flor- 
ida, and  after  living  for  about  three  years  in  Leesburg 
he  removed  to  Clearwater  in  1888.  Again  he  was 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  until  after  he  was 
made  postmaster,  when  the  duties  of  this  office  increas- 
ing he  withdrew  from  the  jewelry  trade  to  concen- 


trate his  time  and  energies  upon  his  official  service. 
He  was  made  postmaster  of  Clearwater  under  Har- 
rison’s administration  and  has  since  served  save  dur- 
ing President  Cleveland’s  second  administration. 
When  he  took  the  office  it  was  of  the  fourth  class,  all 
general  delivery  with  no  box  delivery.  It  is  now  a 
third-class  office  and  is  rapidly  approaching  the  second 
class.  The  business  of  the  office  has  continually  in- 
creased and  three  clerks  are  now  employed.  Mr. 
Lowrey  has  been  a republican  since  casting  his  second 
presidential  vote,  his  first  vote  being  given  to  Stephen 
A.  Douglas. 

Mr.  Lowrey  located  in  Clearwater  at  a time  when 
it  was  a small  town  and  his  only  means  of  communi- 
cation was  by  small  schooners  to  Cedar  Keys.  Some- 
times these  schooners  would  be  out  on  the  gulf  for 
two  or  three  days  before  a landing  could  be  effected. 
Mr.  Lowrey  has  practically  witnessed  the  entire 
growth  and  development  of  this  section  and  considers 
it  a splendid  health  resort  because  of  the  excellent 
climatic  conditions  and  fresh  sea  breezes.  Follow- 
ing the  disastrous  fire  of  1909,  Mr.  Lowrey  and  E.  R. 
Turner  built  a two-story  brick  business  block  seventy- 
five  by  fifty  feet,  known  as  the  Lowrey  & Turner 
block.  One-half  of  this  was  erected  purposely  for 
the  postoffice  and  is  still  used  as  such. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowrey  became  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Louie,  the  wife  of  Melvin  Morse,  of  Natick, 

Massachusetts ; Linnie,  the  wife  of  R.  T.  Cullen,  who 
is  cashier  of  the  West  Tampa  Bank,  of  Tampa,  Flor- 
ida ; and  Cyrus,  at  home.  The  parents  are  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  this  section  and  aside  from 
his  commercial  and  official  interests  Mr.  Lowrey  has 
been  active  as  a member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  also  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post 
and  Masonic  fraternity.  His  has  been  a well  spent 
life,  fruitful  of  good  results,  and  in  public  office  he  has 
always  been  found  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  by  reason  of  the  conscientious  and  capable  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  ever  discharged  his  duties. 


CURTIS  W.  GARDNER. 

Eighteen  years  of  active  connection  with  hotel  in- 
terests of  Florida  have  gained  for  Curtis  W.  Gardner 
a prominent  place  among  the  leading  hotel  men  in  the 
southern  section  of  the  state,  where  he  is  known  as 
the  proprietor  of  the  Royalton  in  Miami,  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  the  city’s  smaller  hostelries.  He  was 
born  in  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  November  5,  1844, 
and  is  a son  of  Captain  William  Gardner,  also  a na- 
tive of  the  Empire  state  and  for  many  years  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Hall  & Gardner,  large  coal  dealers  in 
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Ogdensburg.  His  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Wells. 

Curtis  W.  Gardner  was  reared  in  his  native  city  and 
in  his  early  manhood  worked  as  a bookkeeper  and 
merchant.  Although  he  had  never  attended  a business 
college  he  acquired  a thorough  and  exhaustive  knowl- 
edge of  bookkeeping,  becoming  one  of  the  most  expert 
men  in  this  line  of  work  in  Ogdensburg.  At  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  went  west  to  St.  Louis  and  there  acted  as  book- 
keeper for  four  years,  proceeding  at  the  end  of  that 
time  to  Jacksonport,  Arkansas.  He  there  married, 
November  25,  1871,  Miss  Mary  A.  Dollis,  of  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  and  he  subsequently  resided  for  about 
fifteen  years  in  that  city,  where  he  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  J.  T.  Harris  Lumber  Company,  con- 
trolling both  a wholesale  and  retail  business. 

Mr.  Gardner  came  to  Florida  in  1895  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Hotel  Company 
in  its  general  office  at  St.  Augustine.  In  1897  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Royal  Palm  Hotel  of  Miami  and 
for  eleven  years  was  bookkeeper  and  cashier  of  that 
institution.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner 
had  purchased  for  their  own  use  a residence  on 
Twelfth  street  and  they  later  enlarged  this  property, 
converting  it  into  a hotel  which  they  named  the  Royal- 
ton  and  to  the  management  of  which  they  have  given 
their  entire  attention  since  that  time.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  of  Miami’s  smaller  hotels,  finely 
located  on  the  city's  main  business  thoroughfare  at  a 
point  near  the  bay  and  adjacent  to  all  of  the  principal 
business  houses  of  the  city.  It  has  twenty-eight  rooms, 
twenty-two  of  which  are  sleeping  rooms,  all  supplied 
with  hot  and  cold  water  and  private  baths.  On  an 
adjoining  lot  in  1912  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  erected 
a three-story  concrete  building,  the  first  floor  of  which 
is  devoted  to  business  purposes.  The  two  upper  floors 
have  been  converted  into  an  annex  to  the  hotel  and 
have  been  made  a part  of  it  by  connecting  arcades. 
Mr.  Gardner  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  wife  has 
managed  the  affairs  of  the  Royalton  in  a capable  and 
far-sighted  way  and  the  institution  has  steadily  pros- 
pered, being  today  one  of  the  finest  hotels  of  its  size 
in  Miami. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  have  two  children : Pearl 

C.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Moore,  city  clerk 
and  city  auditor  of  Miami;  and  John  A.,  who  resides 
with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Gardner  is  well  known  in 
social  and  club  circles  of  the  city,  having  organized 
the  Women’s  Club  of  Miami,  and  served  as  its  first 
president.  She  was  formerly  for  fifteen  years  one  of 
the  supreme  officers  of  the  Woodmen’s  Circle,  the 
woman’s  auxiliary  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and 
she  was  the  organizer  of  the  Miami  branch  of  this 
organization.  She  is  past  matron  of  Fort  Dallas 


Chapter,  No.  17,  O.  E.  S.,  and  is  at  present  Grand 
Esther  of  the  grand  chapter  of  the  state  of  Florida. 
Mr.  Gardner  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal 
church.  They  are  well  known  and  highly  esteemed 
in  the  city  and  in  the  conduct  of  their  hotel  have 
made  substantial  contributions  to  its  business  develop- 
ment and  progress. 


GEORGE  P.  WENTWORTH. 

Of  that  class  of  citizens  upon  which  Pensacola’s  se- 
curity is  founded  and  upon  which  her  future  growth 
and  prosperity  rest  to  a great  extent  is  George  P. 
Wentworth,  well  and  favorably  known  in  business  cir- 
cles as  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Escam- 
bia Realty  Company.  He  is  a native  of  the  city,  a son 
of  George  E.  Wentworth,  who  moved  from  Mass- 
achusetts. to  Florida,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  dying  soon  after  beginning  his  active  career. 

George  P.  Wentworth  acquired  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Pensacola  and  afterward 
studied  law  under  William  Fisher.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  April,  1898,  and  in  the  following  year 
was  given  the  right  to  practice  before  the  supreme  court 
of  the  state.  He  formed  a partnership  with  Henry 
Bellenger  under  the  name  of  Wentworth  & Bellenger 
and  their  association  continued  until  Mr.  Wentworth 
was  appointed  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the 
Escambia  Realty  Company,  with  which  he  is  now  con- 
nected. The  company,  capitalized  at  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  handles  all  kinds  of  loans,  insurance 
and  real  estate  and  controls  an  important  and  growing 
business  along  all  lines,  its  patrons  being  drawn  from 
all  sections  of  the  county.  It  handles  loans  at  rea- 
sonable rates,  buys  and  sells  first  mortgages  and  deals 
largely  in  city  and  county  real  estate,  being  prepared 
to  buy,  sell  or  exchange  property  of  any  kind  on  short 
notice.  The  insurance  department  is  one  of  the 
important  branches  of  the  business  and  is  well  organ- 
ized in  every  particular,  so  that  its  patrons  are  always 
given  prompt  and  intelligent  service.  The  Escambia 
Realty  Company  represents  only  those  insurance  con- 
cerns of  unquestioned  strength  and  reliability  and  is 
therefore  in  a position  to  guarantee  prompt  and  satis- 
factory settlements.  It  handles  all  kinds  of  insurance, 
including  fire,  liability,  accident,  health,  plate  glass, 
bonds  and  burglary  insurance.  All  matters  entrusted 
to  the  care  of  this  company  receive  prompt  and  careful 
attention,  the  interests  of  patrons  being  the  first  consid- 
eration, and  as  a result  the  concern  has  expanded  rap- 
idly, being  now  a substantial  element  in  the  business 
growth  of  the  city.  Much  of  the  credit  for  this  flour- 
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ishing  condition  is  due  to  the  intelligent  work  and 
practical  efforts  of  George  P.  Wentworth  who,  as 
secretary  and  general  manager,  to  a large  extent  con- 
trols the  destinies  of  the  institution,  establishes  its 
policies  and  directs  its  growth  along  modern  lines  of 
business  development. 


JOHN  T.  SKIPPER. 

That  success  is  ambition's  answer  and  honest  toil 
directed  along  lines  of  progressive  ideas  leads  to 
prosperity  is  manifest  in  the  career  of  John  T.  Skip- 
per, who  is  known  in  Ellis,  Florida,  in  the  dual 
capacity  of  farmer  and  merchant  and  whose  ability 
and  enterprise  are  reflected  by  the  substantial  growth 
of  his  interests.  Born  in  Alabama,  on  the  24th  of 
Tune,  1870,  Mr.  Skipper  is  a son  of  John  C.  and 
Vandaley  (Cooley)  Skipper,  both  natives  of  Ala- 
bama. During  his  active  career  the  father  success- 
fully followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  subsequently 
was  for  twenty-five  years  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  He  was  a public-spirited  and  patriotic 
man,  willing  to  make  the  greatest  sacrifice  in  defend- 
ing his  principles,  and  as  a Confederate  soldier  made  a 
highly  creditable  record.  He  died  November  14,  1911, 
greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Skipper  were  the  parents  of  ten  children: 
Mathew,  of  Samson,  Alabama ; a daughter  who  died 
in  infancy ; Etta,  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Taylor,  of  Dothan, 
Alabama;  John  T.,  of  this  review;  Hosea,  of  Pensa- 
cola, Florida ; Edward,  of  Graceville,  this  state ; Olive 
also  of  Graceville;  Docia,  wife  of  H.  Hargrove,  of 
Headland,  Alabama ; Eugenia,  the  wife  of  F.  Forte- 
ner,  of  Graceville;  and  Bryant,  of  Thomasville, 
Georgia. 

John  T.  Skipper  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  early  became  acquainted  with  agricultural  pursuits 
which  he  followed  practically  all  his  life.  He  came  to 
Florida  in  November,  1905,  purchasing  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  gave  his 
undivided  attention.  As  he  prospered  he  increased 
the  boundaries  of  his  property  and  he  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  all  in  a state  of  high 
productivity,  well  improved  and  equipped.  A man 
of  progressive  ideas,  he  has  installed  on  his  farm  all 
such  labor-saving  machinery  as  is  considered  indis- 
pensable to  a modern  agricultural  enterprise  and  is 
obtaining  highly  gratifying  results.  Perceiving  the 
opportunities  for  successfully  conducting  a mercan- 
tile establishment  in  Ellis  he  established  a store  there 
which  has  become  the  largest  mercantile  establishment 
of  this  section.  He  carries  a complete  and  high-class 
line  of  general  merchandise  and  his  annual  returns 


are  steadily  increasing.  As  the  years  have  passed  Mr. 
Skipper  has  come  to  be  considered  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  this  locality  and  while  he  has  attained 
individual  success  his  efforts  have  also  been  a force  in 
general  development  and  advancement. 

On  February  1,  1891,  Mr.  Skipper  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Charlotte  Newton  and  to  this  union 
were  born  eight  children : Ethel,  deceased ; Lonnie, 

at  home;  Esther,  of  Jackson  county;  and  Alice, 
Minnie,  Vandaley,  Olive  and  Florine,  all  at  home. 

Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Mr.  Skipper  takes 
a laudable  interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the  public 
welfare  and  all  measures  intended  to  bring  about 
advancement  find  in  him  a stanch  supporter.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church  of 
which  he  and  his  family  are  regular  attendants  and 
in  the  work  of  which  they  take  an  active  and  helpful 
interest.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  and  exemplifies 
in  his  life  the  beneficent  teachings  of  the  craft. 
Strongly  marked  by  character,  Mr.  Skipper  has 
become  recognized  as  a forceful  element  in  this  part 
of  Florida,  where  his  sterling  qualities  of  character 
have  won  him  the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Analyzation  of 
his  success  brings  to  the  fore  the  fact  that  everything 
he  has  found  to  do  he  has  done  well  and  that,  never 
lacking  in  enterprise,  he  has  put  forth  his  best  efforts 
to  attain  the  goal,  his  substantial  position  being  incon- 
trovertible evidence  that  he  possesses  those  qualities 
of  mind  and  character  that  justly  elicit  admiration  and 
are  worthy  of  commendation. 


JOHN  W.  ALLEN. 

John  W.  Allen  has  for  many  years  been  distin- 
guished as  a faithful  employe  of  the  United  States 
government  and  also  participates  in  the  financial  life 
of  Key  West  as  a director  in  the  First  National  Bank. 
He  has  made  an  enviable  record  in  his  official  capacity 
and  now  holds  the  position  of  inspector  in  the  gov- 
ernment service  at  the  bonded  warehouse  of  this  city. 
Throughout  his  entire  active  career  he  has  been  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  in  one  capacity  or 
another  and  in  whatever  relation  has  discharged  his 
duties  with  an  ability  and  thoroughness  which  stand 
highly  to  his  credit. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  at  Homer,  New  York,  June  11, 
1858,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Florida  prior  to 
the  Civil  war.  They  were  William  S.  and  Mary 
(Sprague)  Allen  and  the  family  lived  in  Jacksonville 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  While  the  same  was 
in  progress  they  removed  from  that  city  to  Key  West 
but  later  went  north  again  and  lived  for  several  years 


FLORIDA 


457 


in  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  the 
mother  dying  in  New  York  state  about  1870.  John 
W.  Allen  did  not  again  return  to  Key  West  until  1872 
but  from  that  date  to  the  present  time,  a period  of 
forty-one  years,  he  has  resided  in  the  Island  city. 
He  entered  the  United  States  government  service  at 
about  the  age  of  twenty-one,  becoming  assistant  light- 
house-keeper at  the  light  on  Alligator  reef.  He  next 
was  assigned  to  the  position  of  deputy  collector  of 
internal  revenue,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  several 
years  and  later  entering  the  customs  service  under 
Captain  John  F.  Horr,  then  collector  of  customs. 
After  a period  of  several  years  in  that  service  he  gave 
up  his  position  and  for  a few  years  was  engaged  in 
the  furniture  business,  reentering  the  government  ser- 
vice about  ten  years  ago  as  tobacco  examiner  in  the 
Key  West  bonded  warehouse.  He  holds  this  position 
still,  giving  his  assiduous  attention  to  his  duties  and 
enjoying  the  full  confidence  not  only  of  his  superior 
officers  but  of  those  who  come  in  contact  with  him  in 
a business  way. 

On  August  2,  1886,  Mr.  Allen  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Cornelia  M.  Pierce,  a native  of  Key 
West  and  a daughter  of  Lewis  Pierce,  formerly  a 
well  known  citizen  of  this  city.  A brother  of  Mrs. 
Allen  is  Charles  R.  Pierce.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Allen  is  a republican  and  keeps  well  informed 
upon  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  His  frater- 
nal relationship  is  with  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  connected  with  banking  circles 
of  the  city  as  a director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Key  West  and  as  such  does  his  share  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  that  institution.  A man  of  progres- 
sive tendencies,  Mr.  Allen  is  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  welfare  of  the  city,  to  which  he  is  loyal. 
He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  commercial  cir- 
cles and  there  is  no  one  who  has  not  to  say  a word 
of  commendation  because  of  the  long  and  honorable 
record  he  has  made  and  on  account  of  the  high  quali- 
ties of  his  mind  and  character. 


THE  ORLANDO  REAL  ESTATE  COMPANY. 

One  of  the  most  important  business  concerns  in 
Orlando  is  that  controlled  by  the  Orlando  Real  Estate 
Company,  organized  in  1909.  Its  incorporators  were  J. 
P.  Williams  and  E.  B.  Bradley  and  they  have  controlled 
its  policies  since  that  time,  both  being  recognized  as 
resourceful,  far-sighted  and  enterprising  business  men. 

Both  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Bradley  are  natives  of 
Connecticut,  the  former  having  been  born  in  Bridge- 
port and  the  latter  in  Plymouth.  Mr.  Williams  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city 


and  in  Yale  University,  while  Mr.  Bradley  after  com- 
pleting his  public-school  course  attended  Rutgers 
College.  They  came  together  to  Orlando  in  1909  and 
organized  the  company  with  which  they  are  now  con- 
nected. They  handle  important  real-estate  holdings  in 
southern  Florida  and  are  especially  interested  in  Sem- 
inole Park,  a subdivision  of  thirty  acres,  which  they 
have  divided  into  one  hundred  and  thirty  lots. 

Mr.  Williams’  fraternal  connections  are  with  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  belongs  to  the  lodge,  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  while  Mr.  Bradley  is  a member  of 
the  Elks.  Both  are  held  in  high  esteem  in  Orlando  and 
they  are  meeting  with  gratifying  and  well  merited 
success  in  their  business. 


FORDICE  C.  B.  HODGDON. 

A veteran  telegrapher,  Fordice  C.  B.  Hodgdon  has 
made  his  home  in  Key  West  ever  since  1897  and  during 
most  of  the  time  has  followed  his  profession  here. 
He  was  born  at  Dummer  Corner,  New  Hampshire,  on 
October  9,  1846,  his  father  being  John  Hodgdon,  a 
contractor  and  builder.  In  1857  the  father  removed 
from  New  Hampshire  to  Wisconsin  and  located  and 
founded  the  town  of  Sharon  in  the  Badger  state, 
becoming  its  first  postmaster.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Westfield,  New  Hampshire,  March  28,  1809,  and  he 
died  in  Sharon,  Wisconsin,  on  June  15,  1886.  His  wife 
before  her  marriage  was  Fannie  C.  Hagar,  born  in 
Milan,  New  Hampshire,  on  March  21,  1814.  Surviving 
her  husband  for  about  thirteen  years,  she  passed  away 
in  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  February  21,  1899.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  their  only  living  son.  He  has 
two  living  sisters:  Mrs.  Caroline  Sarasy,  of  Janesville, 
Wisconsin;  and  Mrs.  Flora  E.  Field,  of  Sharon,  that 
state.  Both  are  widows. 

The  Hodgdon  family  is  very  numerously  represented 
throughout  New  England  at  the  present  time,  princi- 
pally in  Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  It  was  founded 
in  Massachusetts  by  Nicholas  Hodgdon,  who  came 
from  England  to  the  colony  in  1635,  locating  at  Hing- 
ham.  In  England  the  family  possessed  a coat  of  arms, 
on  which  was  inscribed  the  Latin  motto  “animo  et  fide,” 
or  “by  courage  and  faith.” 

Fordice  C.  B.  Hodgdon  left  school  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  and  learned  telegraphy  in  Sharon,  Wisconsin. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  a full-fledged  operator 
and  took  charge  of  his  first  telegraph  office  in  1861  at 
Woodstock,  Illinois,  being  then  but  sixteen  years  of 
age.  From  that  time  to  the  present — more  than  fifty 
years — he  has  been  an  operator,  and  not  only  that  but 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  faithful  men  in  his  line. 
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While  the  Union  Pacific  was  being  built  in  the  late 
’60s  he  was  one  of  its  operators  and  he  served  that 
system  at  various  points  for  three  years.  As  the  road 
was  completed  toward  the  west  he  also  went  westward, 
being  changed  from  one  office  to  another  between 
Fremont,  Nebraska,  and  Laramie  Plains,  Wyoming. 
His  duties  as  operator  took  him  over  a large  portion 
of  the  west,  along  both  the  Union  and  Northern  Pacific 
roads.  In  1891  Mr.  Hodgdon  came  to  Florida  and  for 
a short  time  had  charge  of  the  old  Jacksonville,  Tampa 
and  Key  West  docks  at  Titusville,  and  later  was  a 
purser  on  various  steamers  plying  on  the  Indian  river. 
He  subsequently  was  assistant  auditor  of  a steamboat 
company,  but  in  1897  came  to  Key  West  and  was 
married  to  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Heermans,  the  event 
taking  place  on  December  9,  1897.  Mrs.  Hodgdon  is 
a native  of  Key  West,  having  been  born  at  Fort  Taylor, 
in  the  construction  of  which  her  father,  Philip  Heer- 
mans, took  a prominent  part.  He  was  of  German 
descent.  Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Hodgdon  has  resided 
in  Key  West,  devoting  his  attention  chiefly  to  his  life 
profession.  During  the  Spanish-American  war  he  was 
operator  in  charge  of  the  government  cable  line  be- 
tween Key  West  and  Tortugas  and  at  present  is 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  at  Key  West. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodgdon  are  devout  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  in  the  work  of  which  they 
take  an  active  interest.  Prior  to  joining  that  faith  Mr. 
Hodgdon  stood  high  in  Masonry,  being  a Knight 
Templar.  He  is  a stockholder  of  the  Island  City 
National  Bank.  By  his  long  years  of  continuous  and 
faithful  service  he  has  earned  the  high  esteem  and 
regard  of  all  who  have  had  business  relations  with 
him,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent  and 
popular  in  the  social  circles  of  Key  West,  where  they 
have  made  many  friends  who  appreciate  them  on  ac- 
count of  their  high  qualities  of  mind  and  character. 
Mrs.  Hodgdon,  whose  father  was  very  prominent  in 
his  day,  especially,  has  many  friends  here  who  have 
known  her  from  her  girlhood  days  and  esteem  her  for 
her  womanly  qualities.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
take  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  and  development 
of  the  city,  particularly  along  moral  and  intellectual 
lines,  and  are  affectionately  regarded  by  all  who  have 
the  honor  of  their  nearer  acquaintance. 


W.  G.  TILGHMAN. 

W.  G.  Tilghman  is  a partner  in  the  firm  of  N.  J. 
Tilghman  & Sons,  owners  of  a cypress  shingle  fac- 
tory. In  this  and  other  connections  he  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  industrial  development  of  the 


town,  and,  moreover,  he  is  known  as  a most  ardent 
and  effective  worker  in  support  of  all  those  interests 
which  advance  the  social  and  moral  progress  of  the 
community.  He  was  born  near  Salisbury,  Maryland, 
October  12,  1854,  and  is  a son  of  N.  J.  and  Mary 
(White)  Tilghman,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
locality,  while  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grand- 
parents were  likewise  born  in  Maryland.  One  of  his 
ancestors,  the  Rev.  William  Gordy,  was  a Methodist 
Episcopal  clergyman  of  Maryland  and  his  grandfather, 
Samuel  Q.  White,  became  minister  of  the  same  church. 
N.  J.  Tilghman  is  likewise  a Methodist  preacher,  but 
is  now  living  retired  in  Palatka,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  His  second  wife  and  the  mother  of  our 
subject  died  when  their  son,  W.  G.  Tilghman,  was  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  later  the  father  married  again. 
There  were  three  children  of  the  former  marriage : 
W.  G. ; J.  O.,  who  died  in  May,  1911  ; and  Ida  T.,  the 
wife  of  H.  O.  Hamm.  The  family  came  to  Florida  in 
1884,  settling  at  Francis,  Putnam  county,  where  they 
have  since  been  identified  with  the  sawmill  business. 
In  1890  a mill  was  established  at  Palatka,  where  they 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  but  during  the 
last  nineteen  years  they  have  devoted  their  attention 
exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  cypress  shingles,  in 
which  connection  they  have  won  an  unexcelled  repu- 
tation. They  make  the  best  cypress  shingles  in  the 
world  and  receive  the  best  market  price  for  their  work. 
Their  brands  are  known  as  the  Florida  Perfection, 
Heart  and  Florida  Perfection  Diamond.  Their  out- 
put is  six  thousand  shingles  per  day  and  they  employ 
from  fifty  to  sixty  men  in  the  mills  and  woods.  W.  G. 
Tilghman  has  supervision  over  the  manufacturing 
end  of  the  business,  while  his  brother  attended  to  the 
office  afifairs  until  his  death,  since  which  date  the  for- 
mer has  had  entire  control  of  the  business.  The  father, 
too,  was  an  active  factor  in  the  management  and  devel- 
opment of  the  business  in  its  early  history,  but  for 
a number  of  years  has  lived  retired.  The  cypress 
shingle  factory  is  one  of  the  most  important  industrial 
enterprises  of  Palatka,  but,  in  addition  to  this,  W.  G. 
Tilghman  became  well  known  over  Florida  as  the 
manufacturer  of  the  Tilghman  Condition  Powders, 
a cure  for  diseases  of  cattle  in  the  south.  He  devel- 
oped the  cure  through  actual  experience  with  his  own 
stock  and  continued  the  manufacture  of  the  product 
for  some  time,  but  has  since  sold  out  in  that  line.  He 
is  today  the  owner  of  some  of  the  finest  live  stock  in 
Florida. 

In  1886  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Tilghman  and 
Miss  Mattie  Hickenlooper,  who  was  born  in  Albia, 
Iowa,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Hickenlooper.  Four 
children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage:  N.  J., 

Helen,  Thomas  and  William,  all  natives  of  Florida. 
Mr.  Tilghman  is  a man  of  varied  talents.  He  recites 
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exceptionally  well  and  he  also  possesses  marked  musi- 
cal ability.  He  can  easily  attract  in  every  way  a crowd, 
and  he  secured  audiences  and  helped  to  entertain  them 
for  a month  in  the  fight  to  drive  whisky  out  of  Palatka, 
the  people  giving  him  the  credit  for  making  Putnam 
county  dry.  His  recitations  are  mostly  of  a humor- 
ous character,  largely  in  the  negro  dialect.  He  has  a 
natural  fund  of  humor  and  easily  sees  the  ludicrous 
side  of  any  situation.  When  it  was  attempted  to  make 
Putnam  county  dry  he  entered  heartily  into  the  project 
and  the  efforts  of  none  were  more  effective  in  bringing 
about  the  desired  result.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  democratic  party  since  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Florida,  previous  to  which  time  he  was  a 
republican.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  is  a most  valued  factor  in  its 
musical  circles.  Indeed,  he  is  director  of  music  in 
the  church,  while  his  wife  acts  as  organist,  and  several 
members  of  the  Tilghman  family  are  also  members  of 
the  choir,  which  is  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  Florida 
conference.  Seven  of  the  twelve  members  of  the 
Palatka  choir  belong  to  the  family,  which  is  a most 
musical  one,  the  talents  of  the  different  members  being 
well  developed.  In  Masonry  Mr.  Tilghman  has  at- 
tained high  rank.  Pie  has  been  high  priest  of  the  chap- 
ter, an  eminent  commander  of  the  commandery,  and 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  the  Eastern 
Star.  Palatka,  indeed,  numbers  him  among  her  valued, 
prominent  and  representative  residents,  and  the  posi- 
tion is  one  to  which  he  has  attained  through  his  own 
merit  and  ability.  Success  has  attended  his  efforts, 
and  in  addition  to  his  mills  and  factory  he  is  the  owner 
of  the  Tilghman  block,  with  ninety-four  foot  frontage 
on  Lemon  street,  the  main  street  of  the  town.  His 
has,  indeed,  been  a well  spent  life  and  one  productive 
of  good  results,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  himself 
but  also  for  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 


GENERAL  HENRY  W.  LONG. 

General  Henry  W.  Long  has  passed  the  eighty- 
second  milestone  on  life’s  journey.  Faultless  in  honor, 
fearless  in  conduct  and  stainless  in  reputation,  his  life 
record  is,  indeed,  worthy  the  warm  regard  uniformly 
extended  him.  He  has  been  found  energetic,  reliable 
and  truthworthy  in  business,  loyal  in  citizenship  and 
faithful  to  his  avowed  principles  of  Christianity.  The 
world  is  better  for  his  having  lived  and  the  community 
hopes  that  he  may  be  spared  yet  for  many  years  to 
come.  He  is  now  living  in  quiet  retirement  upon  his 
farm  nine  miles  west  of  Ocala,  the  nearest  postoffice 
being  Martel.  He  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  South 
Carolina,  February  3,  1831,  and  comes  of  English 


ancestry.  His  grandfather,  John  Long,  a native  of 
England,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Maryland  while  this 
country  was  still  numbered  among  the  colonial  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain  and  afterward  became  a resident 
of  Fairfield  county,  South  Carolina.  He  reared  a 
family  of  five  sons,  David,  John,  James,  Henry  and 
Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 
He,  too,  was  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  South 
Carolina,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  state,  making 
farming  his  occupation.  He  wedded  Martha  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Richland  county,  South  Carolina. 
He  had  previously  been  married,  however,  and  by  the 
first  union  had  one  son,  Thomas.  There  were  seven 
children  born  of  the  second  marriage.  Two  of  the 
number,  Henry  W.  and  Nathan  S.,  were  soldiers  of 
the  Confederate  army  in  the  Civil  war  and  the  latter 
was  killed  at  South  Anna  River  after  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  The  father  died  in  1848,  just  a week  after 
the  death  of  his  eldest  son.  General  Long  was  the 
second  son  and  upon  him  devolved  the  support  of  his 
widowed  mother,  two  sisters  and  a brother  five  years 
old.  For  seven  years  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
management  of  the  plantation.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1855  he  removed  to  Marion  county,  Florida,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home,  devoting  much  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  At 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  however,  he  put  aside  all 
business  and  personal  considerations,  enlisting  on  the 
4th  of  September,  1863,  as  a member  of  Company  K, 
Sixth  Florida  Battalion,  which  afterward  became  the 
Ninth  Florida  Regiment.  He  was  mustered  in  as 
second  lieutenant  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Olustee,  Florida,  February  20,  1864,  the  ball  passing 
through  the  neck  near  the  jugular  vein.  He  was  in  the 
hospital  for  three  weeks  and  was  afterward  because  of 
his  wound  granted  a month’s  furlough.  He  rejoined 
his  command  at  Orange  Springs,  Marion  county.  His 
battalion  being  transferred  as  a part  of  Finnegan’s 
Brigade  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  he  arrived 
at  Richmond  May  25,  1864,  and  on  the  27th  joined 
General  Lee’s  Army  at  Hanover  Junction,  arriving  at 
Cold  Harbor  on  the  2d  of  June.  For  four  days  the 
battle  raged  there,  General  Long  participating  in  that 
engagement,  as  he  did  in  all  others  of  importance  up 
to  the  surrender  of  Lee  on  the  9th  of  April,  1865.  His 
field  report,  made  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  showed 
only  seven  men  present  in  his  command,  including  the 
non-commissioned  officers.  Mr.  Long  was  second 
lieutenant  and  was  second  in  command,  for  his  captain 
was  a prisoner  of  war. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1865,  he  arrived  home  after  being 
paroled  and  at  once  resumed  farming,  being  for  man} 
years  closely  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Marion  county.  He  has  also  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  public  affairs.  He  served  as  clerk  of  the 
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circuit  court  of  the  county  from  January,  1877,  until 
January,  1881,  was  also  justice  of  the  peace,  county 
tax  assessor  and  superintendent  of  public  schools.  He 
served  on  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for 
seventeen  years,  most  of  the  time  as  chairman,  and  in 
that  connection  as  in  other  official  capacities  exercised 
his  prerogatives  in  support  of  many  progressive  public 
movements  which  have  been  directly  beneficial  to  the 
community.  General  Long  has  ever  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  local  leaders  of  his  party  and  served  for 
a quarter  of  a century  as  chairman  of  the  county  demo- 
cratic executive  committee.  It  was  he  largely,  who 
gave  to  Marion  county  a white  man’s  government  and 
he  has  done  everything  in  his  power  to  further  the 
work  of  public  progress,  reform  and  improvement. 
For  four  years  he  served  as  deputy  internal  revenue 
collector  under  President  Cleveland’s  second  adminis- 
tration and  in  1893  he  represented  his  county  in  the 
state  legislature.  The  following  year  he  was  chairman 
of  the  democratic  state  convention  held  at  Jacksonville, 
on  which  occasion  he  was  presented  with  a fine  cane 
by  his  colleagues  in  that  organization,  who  appreciated 
his  worth  and  his  fidelity  to  the  party.  As  county 
commissioner  he  was  active  in  securing  the  building  of 
the  present  courthouse  and  there  are  many  other  tangi- 
ble evidences  of  his  public  spirit  and  his  devotion  to 
the  general  good.  He  was  chairman  of  the  County 
Commissioners  and  Good  Roads  Association  of  Florida 
for  nine  consecutive  years,  or  from  January,  1900, 
until  1909,  and  has  important  data  of  the  deliberations 
of  that  body  during  that  period.  The  cause  of  educa- 
tion has  also  found  in  him  a stalwart  champion  and  for 
four  years  he  was  trustee  of  the  East  Florida  Seminary 
at  Gainesville  and  a trustee  of  the  Agricultural  College 
at  Lake  City  for  six  years. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1850,  General  Long  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Gilbert,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  they  had  four  children,  Gilbert  D.,  Mattie, 
R.  J.  Beeton  and  William  S.,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  in  Jan- 
uary, 1890,  and  General  Long  was  married  March  18, 
1891,  to  Miss  Mittie  G.  Gregory,  of  Gadsden  county, 
Florida.  Fraternally  General  Long  is  a Mason  and 
served  as  master  of  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  53,  F.  & A. 
M.,  for  thirteen  years.  He  was  also  grand  master  of 
the  grand  lodge  of  Florida  in  1889  and  1890.  In  the 
Royal  Arch  chapter  of  Ocala  he  served  as  high  priest 
for  eight  years  and  was  grand  high  priest  of  the  grand 
chapter  in  the  year  1875.  He  is  still  an  ex-officio 
member  of  the  grand  lodge  and  grand  chapter  for  life 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  representatives  of  Masonry 
in  the  state.  In  1875  he  became  a member  of  the 
Grange  and  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Farmers  Alliance,  of  which  he  was  lecturer  for  a year. 
He  became  a charter  member  of  Marion  Camp,  No.  56, 


U.  C.  V.,  and  served  for  two  years  as  brigadier  general 
of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Florida  Division,  U.  C.  V. 
He  was  also  director  general  and  treasurer  of  the 
Farmers  Alliance  Exposition  in  Ocala  in  1889  and  1890, 
during  which  time  was  held  one  of  the  most  attractive 
general  exhibits  ever  seen  in  Florida,  the  whole  state 
being  represented.  For  fifty-two  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and 
for  a half  century  has  been  steward  and  also  district 
steward.  He  has  likewise  been  a church  trustee  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  has  attended 
most  of  the  district  conferences  of  the  church  as  a 
delegate  since  1866  and  most  of  the  annual  conferences 
since  1886.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  joint  board 
of  finance  for  thirty  years  and  served  for  one  year  as 
chairman  of  that  board  and  for  fifteen  years  as  treas- 
urer. He  has  also  served  as  trustee  and  treasurer  of 
the  preachers’  relief  board  of  the  state  for  fifteen  years 
and  has  represented  the  Florida  conference  in  the 
general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
South,  in  its  convention  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1886 
and  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  1890.  There  is  no 
standard  of  measurement  for  the  life  work  of  such  a 
man  as  General  Long.  His  activities  have  had  largely 
to  do  with  things  of  the  spirit — those  interests  which 
work  for  the  uplifting  of  the  race  and  the  betterment 
of  mankind.  He  has  been  systematic  in  all  that  he  has 
done,  temperate  in  all  things  and  has  enjoyed  good 
health.  For  fifty  years  of  his  life  he  has  not  found  it 
necessary  to  call  a physician  for  climatic  diseases. 
During  all  these  years  he  has  had  a public  appointment 
one  day  in  each  week  and  some  times  every  day  in 
the  week — showing  how  active  has  been  his  life.  He 
has  never  missed  an  appointment  on  account  of  per- 
sonal illness  and  never  been  fifteen  minutes  late  unless 
traveling  by  rail.  His  life  has,  indeed,  been  exemplary 
in  many  respects,  actuated  at  all  times  by  honorable 
purposes,  and  now  he  has  come  to  the  evening  of  life 
surrounded  by  the  veneration,  high  regard  and  honor  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


GEORGE  W.  SCOVILLE. 

George  W.  Scoville  is  one  of  the  many  who  came 
to  Florida  after  a long  and  successful  commercial 
career  to  enjoy  in  the  equitable  climate  of  the  south 
the  quiet  and  more  restful  life  of  the  farmer.  Since 
1910  he  has  made  his  home  in  the  Elkton  district, 
where  he  owns  a valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  which  one  hundred  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
Away  from  the  turmoil  and  restlessness  of  the  large 
city,  he  now  gives  his  attention  to  his  agricultural 
enterprise,  being  deeply  interested  in  all  new  theories 
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and  methods  that  come  up  for  solution,  and  by  put- 
ting to  test  new  ideas  and  experiments  along  novel 
lines  he  has  largely  contributed  to  the  development 
of  agricultural  methods  suitable  to  local  conditions. 
Mr.  Scoville  is  a native  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he 
was  born  May  19,  1858,  a son  of  William  H.  and 
Aurelia  A.  (Larrabee)  Scoville,  the  father  a native  of 
New  York  and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  Both  par- 
ents were  brought  to  Chicago  in  childhood  and  there 
they  were  reared  and  subsequently  met  and  married, 
making  their  home  in  the  metropolis  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan until  the  mother  passed  .away  in  1862,  her  death 
taking  place  in  California.  Subsequently  the  father 
and  his  children  removed  to  that  state  and  there 
resided  for  nine  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they 
returned  to  Chicago.  There  the  father  passed  away 
in  1884  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
soap  but  previous  to  that  was  engaged  in  the  machin- 
ery business,  to  which  line  of  endeavor  he  had 
given  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  built  the  first 
locomotive  that  ever  went  out  from  Chicago,  this 
being  an  engine  which  was  used  on  the  Galena  division 
of  the  Northwestern  Railway.  The  machine  shops 
in  which  he  and  his  father  were  interested  were 
located  where  the  Union  depot  now  stands  and  the 
first  engine  he  built  there  was  completed  about  1848. 
The  firm  name  under  which  they  operated  was  Sco- 
ville & Sons  and  in  their  employ  as  traveling  men 
were  Fraser,  Chalmers  and  David  Bradley,  who  later 
became  prominent  in  the  manufacturing  and  business 
world.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  William  H. 
Scoville,  who  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  were: 
Emma  and  Addison,  deceased ; Ives,  of  Oakland, 
California;  Samuel,  John  and  Hiram,  who  have  also 
passed  away ; and  Lydia,  who  is  the  widow  of  David 
R.  Fraser  and  resides  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  The  chil- 
dren of  William  H.  Scoville  are  as  follows:  William 
A.,  a resident  of  South  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Kate,  the 
widow  of  L.  H.  Cook,  an  attorney  of  Kansas  City, 
Missouri ; and  George  W.,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  San  Francisco,  California,  and  also  attended 
school  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  laying  aside  his  text-books 
to  enter  the  soap  manufacturing  business  in  con- 
nection with  his  father.  He  was  thus  engaged  until 
1883,  when  he  became  identified  with  The  N.  K. 
Fairbank  Company,  manufacturers  of  soap  and  lard, 
Mr.  Scoville  being  the  pioneer  in  establishing  this 
branch  of  manufacturing  in  connection  with  this 
company  in  1883.  His  connection  with  this  firm  con- 
tinued until  1898  and  during  that  time  he  opened 
factories  for  them  in  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  Mr. 
Scoville  worked  largely  along  experimental  lines  and 
gave  much  time  to  the  chemical  work  in  connection 


with  the  manufacture  of  soaps,  having  charge  of  the 
factory.  Several  brands  of  soap  and  soap  powders 
which  he  put  upon  the  market  subsequently  became 
world-renowned,  among  them  being  “Gold  Dust”  and 
“Fairy”  soap,  both  of  which  have  retained  their  repu- 
tation to  this  day.  In  1898  he  severed  his  connection 
with  The  N.  K.  Fairbank  Company  and  engaged  with 
another  soap  manufactory  in  Chicago,  remaining  for 
one  year.  He  then  went  to  Houston,  Texas,  where 
he  was  employed  in  a large  cotton  oil  mill,  remain- 
ing there  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
took  a position  with  the  Cudahy  Packing  Company 
of  South  Omaha,  remaining  with  that  large  concern 
for  twelve  years.  He  had  charge  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  their  soaps  and  glycerine  and  in  that  connec- 
tion originated  the  famous  brand  of  Old  Dutch 
Cleanser.  After  a long  and  successful  career  along 
his  special  line  he  resigned  his  position  in  1910  to  seek 
the  sunny  shores  of  the  southland  with  the  intention 
of  engaging  in  the  less  arduous  occupation  of  farming. 
He  came  to  the  Elkton  district  and  here  purchased 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  was  all  in  a wild 
state  and  undeveloped  when  he  settled  thereon.  In 
the  short  time  in  which  he  has  been  the  owner  of  this 
tract  he  has  wrought  marvelous  changes  by  erecting 
buildings  and  barns,  instituting  new  equipment,  pro- 
viding modern  machinery  and  making  all  such  improve- 
ments as  are  deemed  essential  to  modern  farming, 
and  has  placed  in  the  short  time  of  two  years  one 
hundred  acres  under  cultivation,  a tract  devoted 
mostly  to  potato  culture.  As  soon  as  the  potatoes  are 
taken  from  the  ground  other  crops  are  planted,  his 
land  yielding  him  three  crops  per  year.  The  farm 
as  far  as  developed  is  under  a good  drainage  system 
and  Mr.  Scoville,  always  ready  to  try  out  new  ideas, 
has  placed  four  acres  of  his  land  under  tileage  as  an 
experiment.  In  1912  his  average  yield  per  acre  was 
forty  barrels  and  as  this  was  considered  an  off  year, 
resulting  in  a shortage  of  crops  everywhere,  his  re- 
sult was  most  gratifying.  In  1911  he  had  forty-five 
acres  under  potatoes,  bringing  him  two  thousand 
barrels,  each  netting  four  dollars  and  eighty  cents. 

Mr.  Scoville  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Edith 
Tregay,  a native  of  England,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  yet  at  home, 
namely : William  H.,  Aurelia  A.,  Hiram  H.,  George 
W.  and  John  T.  Appreciative  of  the  value  of  thor- 
ough education,  Mr.  Scoville  afforded  the  best 
of  opportunities  to  his  children,  all  of  whom  are  high- 
school  graduates,  while  the  older  ones  have  received 
college  training.  They  are  musically  inclined  and 
were  given  instruction  in  that  art. 

It  is  largely  to  newcomers  that  the  recent  develop- 
ment of  Florida  is  due  as  they  brought  with  them  new 
ideas  concerning  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  a spirit 
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unhampered  by  farming  traditions  which  led  them 
to  try  out  new  methods  that  have  simplified  farming 
and  obtained  better  results.  Always  deeply  interested 
in  the  furtherance  of  agricultural  development,  Mr. 
Scoville  has  not  only  attained  individual  success  as 
an  agriculturist  but  has  become  a forceful  factor  in 
the  advancement  of  the  section  in  which  he  is  located. 
Well  informed  on  matters  of  public  moment,  he  takes 
his  part  in  the  political  life  of  the  district  although  he 
never  seeks  office.  He  is  highly  esteemed  and  greatly 
respected  wherever  known  and  his  worth  as  a man 
of  character  is  readily  conceded,  being  recognized  as 
a valuable  addition  to  the  agricultural  community  of 
Elkton. 


GUSTAVE  ADOLPH  MULLER. 

Gustave  Adolph  Muller,  proprietor  of  the  San  Car- 
los Hotel,  is  one  of  Miami’s  pioneer  business  men,  his 
residence  in  the  city  dating  from  1896.  He  was  born 
in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  December  13,  1854,  and  is 
a son  of  Christian  Muller,  a marble  cutter  by  trade, 
who  passed  away  before  his  son  was  born. 

Gustave  Adolph  Muller  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  fatherland  and  after  laying  aside  his  books 
served  a four  years’  apprenticeship  at  the  painter's 
trade,  completing  the  required  time  before  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age.  In  1872  he  came  with  his 
mother  and  three  brothers  to  the  Lhiited  States,  land- 
ing in  New  York  on  May  4th.  The  family  located  at 
Long  Island  City,  where  they  lived  for  some  time, 
all  having  now  passed  away.  Gustave  Muller  followed 
his  trade  as  a journeyman  for  a number  of  years  in 
the  east  but  in  1895  came  to  Florida,  assisting  in  the 
painting  of  all  the  Flagler  hotels  on  the  Florida  east 
coast,  including  the  Royal  Poinciana  at  Palm  Beach. 
He  reached  Miami  February  9,  1896,  several  weeks 
before  the  railroad  was  completed  to  the  city,  and 
here  he  helped  in  the  painting  of  the  Royal  Palm 
Hotel,  serving  as  foreman.  Mr.  Muller  arrived  in 
Miami,  when  there  were  but  two  finished  houses  in 
the  city  and  when  business  enterprises  were  just  be- 
ing established.  He  has  here  resided  almost  contin- 
uously since  that  time,  although  in  1898  he  made  a 
trip  to  the  Klondike  in  search  of  gold.  He  spent  four- 
teen months  in  the  Copper  River  region  and  from 
October  26,  1898,  to  February  9,  1899,  was  entirely 
alone,  all  of  his  companions  having  died  of  the  scurvy. 
He  himself  had  a severe  attack  of  the  disease  but  sur- 
vived. Returning  to  Miami,  Mr.  Muller  continued 
to  work  as  a contracting  painter  until  1900,  when  he 
built  the  San  Carlos  Plotel,  one  of  Miami’s  most  popu- 
lar hostelrieS,  of  which  he  has  remained  proprietor 


since  that,  time.  The  San  Carlos,  with  its  substan- 
tial concrete  annex,  has  eighty-five  rooms  and,  being 
situated  right  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  is  a very  valu- 
able property,  probably  the  most  valuable  hotel  in  the 
city  with  the  exception  of  the  Hotel  Halcyon  and  the 
Royal  Palm.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Muller  remained 
active  in  the  supervision  and  management  of  the  San 
Carlos  but  of  late  years  has  leased  the  property  and 
is  now  living  retired.  Fie  is  a stockholder  in  the  Ocean 
Beach  Realty  Company  and  the  Ocean  Beach  Amuse- 
ment Company. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1879,  Mr.  Muller  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  Stevens,  of  New  York 
city,  also  a native  of  Germany.  They  have  one  son, 
Charles  A.,  who  is  married  and  holds  the  position  of 
general  manager  of  the  Ocean  Beach  Amusement 
Company  of  Miami.  Mr.  Muller  is  a member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  April,  1913,  at  Talla- 
hassee, he  was  elected  president  of  the  Florida  State 
Elks  Association.  Since  taking  up  his  residence  in 
this  city  in  pioneer  times  his  work,  always  progressive, 
active  and  well  directed,  has  constituted  a force  in 
general  business  development  and  its  resulting  success 
places  him  today  among  the  city’s  prominent  and  in- 
fluential men. 


L.  S.  TURNER. 

Leading  a quiet  and  unassuming  life,  looking  after 
his  own  interests  and  those  of  his  sisters  which  largely 
center  in  the  Turner  House  and  valuable  orange 
groves,  L.  S.  Turner  is  well  known  and  highly 
respected  in  Crescent  City,  Florida,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  for  many  years.  The  Turner  House 
is  a dignified  and  quiet  family  hotel,  open  during  the 
entire  year  and  largely  catering  to  the  tourists  through 
the  winter  months.  It  comprises  twelve  guest  rooms 
and  stands  in  a beautiful  grove  of  orange  trees 
between  Crescent  and  Stella  lakes,  the  distance  to 
the  former  being  two  blocks  from  Central  avenue,  the 
principal  business  street. 

Mr.  Turner  is  a native  of  Florida,  having  been  born 
in  Hamilton  county,  on  the  Suwanee  river,  near  White 
Springs,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1856.  His  parents  were 
James  R.  and  Sarah  Ann  (Rozar)  Turner,  natives 
of  Appling  county,  Georgia.  In  the  southern  part  of 
that  state  and  in  the  northern  part  of  Florida  they 
spent  practically  all  their  lives  until  they  came  to 
this  district.  The  father  was  a member  of  a large 
family,  being  one  of  twins  who  were  the  eldest  of 
eight  sons,  there  being  besides  seven  daughters  in 


GUSTAVE  A.  MULLER 


FLORIDA 


467 


the  family  among  whom  also  were  a pair  of  twins. 
The  father  passed  away  in  Georgia,  in  which  state 
he  led  the  life  of  a frontiersman  and  farmer,  and 
the  mother  died  on  the  5th  of  January,  1901,  her 
birth  having  occurred  in  October,  1830.  The  father 
became  a pioneer  orange  grower  of  the  Crescent  City 
district  where  he  was  widely  and  favorably  known. 
In  his  family  were  four  children:  James  Logan,  who 
was  born  in  1852  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years;  Mary  M.;  L.  S.,  of  this  review;  and  Sarah  L., 
who  in  connection  with  her  sister  Mary  conducts  the 
Turner  House. 

Since  January,  1905,  Mr.  Turner  has  owned  the 
hotel  property  where  he  resides  with  his  sisters,  look- 
ing after  the  various  family  interests.  Together  they 
own  realty  in  the  city  and  also  own  a grove  in  con- 
junction. Mr.  Turner  personally  holds  title  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  three  and  a half 
miles  southwest  of  Crescent  City,  five  acres  of  which 
are  planted  to  orange  trees,  and  his  sisters  own 
twenty-one  acres  of  valuable  land  at  a distance  of  a 
half  mile  from  this  place.  Mr.  Turner  is  a loyal 
son  of  Florida  in  which  state  he  has  resided  through- 
out his  entire  life,  his  residence  in  Putnam  county 
dating  from  January  9,  1868,  when  he  came  here  with 
his  parents  and  family,  locating  in  the  woods,  all 
bending  their  efforts  toward  farming,  citrus  fruit 
growing,  stock-raising  and  nursery  gardening.  Mr. 
Turner  and  his  sisters  are  devoted  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  work  of  which  they  take 
an  active  and  helpful  interest.  All  are  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  the  community  where  they  have  so  long 
made  their  home  and  where  they  are  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  for  their  many  good  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind. 


ELISHA  FORD  WELLS. 

The  name  of  Elisha  Ford  Wells  has  come  to  be 
regarded  as  synonymous  with  business  progress  and 
development  in  Miami,  where  since  1905  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  affairs  of  the  Art  Stone  Construc- 
tion Company,  of  which  he  is  vice  president  and  gen- 
eral manager.  He  is  possessed  of  the  initiative  spirit 
and  the  excellent  executive  ability  necessary  in  the 
conduct  of  great  modern  business  enterprises  and  he 
is  besides  a man  whose  inventive  skill  amounts  almost 
to  genius,  many  of  his  devices  having  received  United 
States  government  patents.  He  is  thus  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  the  city  and  throughout  his  life  has 
directed  his  efforts  where  sound  discrimination  and 
mature  judgment  have  led  the  way,  standing  today 
among  the  men  of  marked  ability  in  this  section  of  the 


state.  He  was  born  on  a farm  in  Nelson  county,  Ken- 
tucky, near  Bardstown,  October  17,  1865,  and  is  a 
son  of  Elisha  Ford  Wells,  a native  of  Shelby  county, 
that  state,  born  in  1806.  He  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  farming  in  Kentucky  and  served  for  two 
terms  in  the  state  legislature.  He  died  in  1879,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two.  Flis  wife,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Juda  Ann  Stallard,  was  born  October 
18,  1819,  in  Nelson  county,  Kentucky,  and  died  March 
23,  1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elisha  Ford  Wells,  Sr.,  were 
married  in  1839  and  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  four 
besides  the  subject  of  this  review  still  survive.  They 
are:  Elias  B. ; Stallard  B. ; Euphemia;  and  Anna  B., 
who  lives  in  Nelson  county,  Kentucky. 

Elisha  Ford  Wells  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and 
acquired  his  education  in  Georgetown  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  as  a Bachelor  of  Science  in 
1884.  He  began  his  business  career  as  the  owner  of 
a country  store  in  Nelson  county,  Kentucky,  and  later 
engaged . in  merchandising  in  Louisville,  where  he 
managed  three  mercantile  enterprises  at  the  same  time. 
In  April,  1895,  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business 
in  Bloomfield,  Kentucky,  and  remained  there  until  1901, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  came  to  Miami, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1905  he  became  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Art  Stone  Construction  Company 
and  has  since  been  vice  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  business.  The  other  officers  are  : S.  M.  Tatum, 
president ; M.  A.  Milam,  vice  president ; and  Samuel  A. 
Belcher,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  Art  Stone  Con- 
struction Company  controls  one  of  the  largest  con- 
tracting and  building  concerns  in  the  city  and  has 
erected  a large  number  of  the  best  buildings  in  Miami, 
including  business  houses,  public  edifices  and  residences. 
It  also  does  a general  contracting  business  elsewhere. 
In  his  position  of  general  manager  Mr.  Wells’  energy, 
business  acumen  and  executive  ability  have  been  called 
forth  and  the  success  of  the  concern  is  in  large  measure 
due  to  him.  He  has  been  indefatigable  in  his  efforts 
to  promote  its  expansion  and  development  along  mod- 
ern lines,  giving  to  the  company  the  capable  service 
of  an  energetic,  aggressive  and  discriminating  business 
man. 

Aside  from  the  affairs  of  the  Art  Stone  Construction 
Company  Mr.  Wells  gives  a great  deal  of  his  time  to 
perfecting  devices  which  he  has  invented,  for  his 
mechanical  skill  amounts  almost  to  genius  and  his 
inventive  faculty  is  unusually  well  developed.  Twenty- 
five  years  ago  he  invented  a successful  flying  machine, 
long  before  the  first  aeroplane  was  made  practical,  and 
thus  figures  among  the  pioneers  in  the  work  of  perfect- 
ing air  navigation.  Seventeen  years  ago  he  invented  a 
self-binding  harvesting  machine,  which  is  far  superior 
to  any  binder  now  in  use  in  that  it  can  be  drawn  by 
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two  horses  and  shocks  the  grain  as  it  cuts  it,  thus  dis- 
pensing with  a great  deal  of  labor.  Mr.  Wells  is  also 
the  inventor  of  the  E.  F.  Wells  switch  lock,  which  has 
been  patented  in  seven  countries,  and  of  a noiseless 
typewriter  and  many  other  equally  useful  devices.  Fie 
has  received  several  patents  from  the  Lhiited  States 
government. 

On  the  1 1 th  of  October,  1887,  Mr.  Wells  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Wigginton,  of  Nelson 
county,  Kentucky,  and  they  are  well  known  in  social 
circles  of  Miami.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  city,  a house  on  the  boulevard,  fronting 
Biscayne  bay.  It  was  planned  by  Mr.  Wells  and  erected 
by  the  Art  Stone  Construction  Company  and  is  of 
unique  design  and  striking  beauty.  It  is  built  of  the 
white-faced  cement  blocks  manufactured  in  the  plant 
of  the  company  and  so  molded  that  they  resemble 
solid  stone,  the  finished  structure  presenting  an  unusu- 
ally attractive  appearance. 

Mr.  Wells  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
Miami,  and  in  it  serves  as  deacon.  His  is  a well  round- 
ed character,  with  that  strength  of  purpose  which, 
directed  along  business  channels,  has  enabled  him  to 
accomplish  what  he  has  undertaken.  Miami  has 
profited  greatly  by  his  efforts  along  various  lines  and 
numbers  him  today  among  her  most  valued  and  repre- 
sentative citizens. 


HARRY  L.  BEEMAN. 

Harry  L.  Beeman,  who  came  to  Orlando  in  1887 
and  who  has  since  remained  a resident  here,  is  not 
only  one  of  the  most  extensive  orange  growers  in 
Orange  county  but  he  is  also  one  of  the  most  far- 
sighted and  discriminating  business  men  of  the  city, 
where  he  is  connected  with  a great  many  of  the  most 
important  financial  and  commercial  enterprises.  He 
is  perhaps  best  known  as  the  proprietor  of  the  San 
Juan  Hotel  and  this  enterprise  he  has  successfully 
operated  since  1895,  although  it  does  not  by  any  means 
complete  the  list  of  the  institutions  with  which  he  is 
connected  through  ownership,  investment  or  official 
service. 

Fir.  Beeman  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
son  of  Dr.  E.  E.  Beeman,  the  well  known  pepsin  gum 
manufacturer.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  in  those  of  Wakeman, 
Ohio,  and  after  laying  aside  his  books  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  drug  business  and  in  the  manufacture  of 
chemicals.  In  1887  he  came  to  Orlando  and  has  since 
remained  a resident  of  this  city.  He  engaged  extensive- 
ly at  that  time  in  orange  growing  and  still  retains  his 
connection  with  that  industry,  being  today  a large  and 


important  grower  and  shipper.  In  1895  he  purchased 
the  San  Juan  Hotel  in  Orlando  and  since  that  time  has 
given  a great  deal  of  attention  to  it,  making  it  a large 
and  efficiently  managed  hostelry.  It  has  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  rooms,  comfortably  and  attractively 
furnished,  and  is  modern  and  up-to-date  in  accessories 
and  equipment.  There  is  a large  garage  in  connection 
with  the  hotel  and  everything  possible  is  provided  for 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  guests.  Mr.  Beeman 
is  besides  a member  of  the  Citrus  Exchange  and  served 
as  its  first  president.  He  is  a director  in  the  Orlando 
Bank  & Trust  Company  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Orlando  Driving  Park  Association,  which  was 
merged  into  the  Orange  County  Fair  Association,  of 
which  he  is  a director. 

Mr.  Beeman  married  in  Orlando,  Miss  Marie  St. 
Cyr,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Edwin  Paschal.  Fraternally  Mr.  Beeman  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order,  holding  membership  in  the 
lodge,  chapter,  commandery  and  shrine,  and  is  affiliated 
also  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Orlando  Country  Club  and  was  its  presi- 
dent. For  twenty-six  years  he  has  resided  in  this  city 
and  today  few  business  men  are  more  prominent  or 
more  widely  known  than  he.  He  is  always  to  be 
found  among  the  leaders  in  the  promotion  of  projects 
for  the  public  improvement  or  advancement  and  his 
work  and  accomplishments  have  had  a notable  effect 
upon  the  business  history  of  the  community. 


MARCUS  A.  MILAM. 

One  of  the  most  straightforward,  energetic  and 
successful  business  men  of  Miami  is  Marcus  A. 
Milam,  president  of  the  Railey-Milam  Hardware 
Company,  secretary  of  the  Drake  Lumber  Company 
and  connected  through  investment  or  official  service 
with  a great  many  of  the  most  important  business  con- 
cerns of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Paris,  Tennessee, 
March  8,  1876,  and  is  a son  of  Judge  James  B.  Milam, 
a prominent  lawyer  of  Lake  county,  Florida,  and  at 
one  time  county  judge.  He  was  captain  of  a company 
in  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Regiment  during  the  Civil 
war  and  served  four  years,  being  twice  wounded  and 
once  taken  prisoner.  He  died  at  Tavares,  Lake 
county,  Florida,  September  22,  1910.  He  also  was 
a native  of  Paris,  Tennessee,  his  birth  having  occurred 
February  5,  1838.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Mary  Ellen  Alexander,  was  born  in  Paris, 
Tennessee,  and  died  at  Leesburg,  Florida,  when  Mar- 
cus A.  Milam  was  still  a small  child. 
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Marcus  A.  Milam  was  only  six  years  of  age  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Florida.  The  family 
located  at  Leesburg,  where  his  youth  was  spent,  his 
early  education  having  been  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  There  he  afterward  attended 
the  Florida  Conference  College  and  in  1899  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Massey  Business  College  of  Jack- 
sonville. In  the  following  year  he  came  to  Miami, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Gaston  Drake  in 
the  produce  business.  Advancement  came  rapidly, 
for  Mr.  Milam  soon  proved  his  business  ability  and 
sound  judgment  and  he  rose  to  be  bookkeeper  and 
confidential  clerk  to  Mr.  Drake,  positions  which  he  has 
held  ever  since,  although  he  is  now  secretary  of  the 
company  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  business 
factors  in  Miami.  Various  business  and  corporate 
interests  in  the  city  owe  a great  deal  of  their  growth 
and  progress  to  his  connection  with  them,  for  he 
possesses  the  power  to  carry  forward  to  successful 
completion  whatever  he  undertakes  and  an  energy, 
resourcefulness  and  foresight  which  make  him  a 
capable  executive.  He  is  president  of  the  Railey- 
Milam  Hardware  Company,  one  of  the  leading  retail 
concerns  in  Miami,  secretary  of  the  Drake  Lumber 
Company,  vice  president  of  the  Art  Stone  Construc- 
tion Company  and  a partner  with  Gaston  Drake  in 
the  Drake  Produce  Company. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1907,  Mr.  Milam  mar- 
ried Miss  Omega  Wigginton,  of  Miami,  a daughter 
of  Silas  T.  Wigginton  and  twin  sister  of  Mrs.  Alpha 
Railey,  wife  of  F.  G.  Railey.  The  two  marriages  took 
place  upon  the  same  day,  the  ceremonies  having  been 
performed  by  Rev.  F.  G.  Railey.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Milam  have  two  children:  Alpha  Railey,  born  July 

22,  1910;  and  Marcus  A.,  Jr.,  born  on  the  9th  of 
January,  1913.  Mr.  Milam  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  made 
good  use  of  his  time  and  opportunities,  advancing  by 
consecutive  steps  to  the  prominent  position  he  now 
occupies  in  business  circles  of  Miami. 


GEORGE  BOOTH. 

An  attractive  place  known  as  Booth  Springs  on  the 
bank  of  Tampa  Bay,  commanding  a fine  view  of  the 
water,  is  the  home  of  George  Booth.  The  residence, 
built  in  attractive  style  of  architecture,  is  surrounded 
by  tropical  vegetation.  Twenty  acres  of  the  tract  which 
Mr.  Booth  owns  is  devoted  to  the  production  of  citrus 
fruits  and  something  of  the  measure  of  his  success 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  his  shipment  for  the  year 
1913  was  ten  thousand  boxes.  Mr.  Booth  has  known 


Pinellas  county  and  this  section  of  the  state  from  his 
earliest  childhood  for  he  was  born  at  Safety  Harbor, 
November  27,  1857,  and  has  since  lived  in  this  locality 
save  for  a period  of  two  years  during  the  Civil  war. 
His  parents  were  Richard  and  Matina  (Phillippi) 
Booth,  the  former  born  near  London,  England,  in 
August,  1818,  and  the  latter  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  In  early  childhood  Richard  Booth  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  New  York  where  he  resided  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  joined  the  army  and 
went  to  the  west.  With  his  command  he  came  to 
Florida  during  the  Indian  troubles  and  when  his  term 
expired  he  decided  to  remain  in  this  state.  He  secured 
government  land  and  took  up  farming,  developing  fruit 
on  his  property  and  selling  a portion  of  it.  He  served 
with  the  Home  Guards  during  the  Civil  war.  Although 
reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith  he  afterward  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  as  there  was  no  society  of 
his  denomination  in  this  locality.  He  passed  away  in 
1890  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  was  of  French 
lineage  and  came  to  Florida  with  her  parents  in  early 
childhood,  passing  away  in  this  state  in  1885,  when 
sixty-three  years  of  age.  In  the  family  were  six  chil- 
dren : Ortancher,  who  is  the  widow  of  S.  S.  Young- 
blood, of  Parish,  Florida;  Richard  J.,  proprietor  of 
the  City  Meat  Market  of  Clearwater ; O.  W.,  living  at 
Safety  Harbor;  George;  D.  J.,  also  of  Safety  Harbor; 
and  John  W.,  of  St.  Petersburg. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to  vary 
the  routine  of  life  for  George  Booth  in  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth.  He  gave  a part  of  his  time  to  the 
acquirement  of  an  education  and  the  remainder  to 
work  upon  his  father’s  land  in  connection  with  the 
further  development  and  improvement  of  the  home 
place.  When  he  started  out  in  business  life  on  his 
own  account  he  continued  in  the  same  occupation  to 
which  he  had  been  reared  and  he  now  has  an  excellent 
grove  of  twenty  acres,  from  which  he  picked  over  ten 
thousand  boxes  of  citrus  fruits  in  1913.  His  whole 
attention  is  given  to  the  development  and  care  of  the 
grove.  His  place  is  a very  attractive  one  known  as 
Booth  Springs  and  in  its  midst  stands  a fine  residence 
on  the  bank  of  Tampa  Bay,  commanding  a splendid 
view  of  the  waters  while  tropical  vegetation  grows  in 
abundance  around  the  home,  adding  much  to  its  beauty. 
In  addition  Mr.  Booth  has  extensive  property  holdings 
elsewhere,  including  much  wild  land  and  also  improved 
land  at  different  places. 

In  1882  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Booth  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Pickett,  a daughter  of  Captain  James 
Pickett,  a pioneer  of  Florida.  They  have  five  children, 
Orene,  George  G.,  Azeele,  Ela  and  Teama.  Mr.  Booth 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  is 
an  exemplary  representative  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
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in  which  he  has  taken  high  rank,  being  now  connected 
with  the  chapter,  the  Knight  Templar  commandery, 
the  Scottish  Rite  consistory  and  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  loyal  to  the  teachings  of  the  craft  concerning 
mutual  helpfulness  and  brotherly  kindness  and,  em- 
bodying in  his  life  the  principles  of  the  order  he  has 
so  lived  as  to  win  the  unqualified  respect  and  good-will 
of  all. 


WILLIAM  R.  O’NEAL. 

A man  whose  genius  in  administration,  constructive 
business  ability  and  power  of  organizing  and  coordi- 
nating has  touched  and  affected  practically  every  line 
of  legitimate  activity  in  Orlando  and  Orange  county 
is  William  R.  O’Neal,  prominent  in  business,  political, 
social,  religious  and  fraternal  circles  and  a progressive 
force  in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  is  known  as  the  ablest  executive  in  Orlando,  with 
talents  which  naturally  entitle  him  to  practically  any 
position,  public  or  private,  to  which  he  might  aspire. 

Mr.  O’Neal  was  born  in  Belpre,  Ohio,  and  comes 
of  old  Virginia  stock,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in 
Culpepper  Court  House  in  1800.  His  grandparents 
founded  the  line  in  Ohio  when,  in  1808,  they  came  to 
that  state  as  pioneers,  traveling  by  ox  train  westward 
across  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  and  making  a per- 
manent settlement  in  what  is  now  Washington  county. 
There  some  sixty  years  later  William  R.  O’Neal  was 
born  and  there  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  later  taking  a post-graduate  course.  He  after- 
ward studied  law  under  the  direction  of  Judge  David 
R.  Rood  and  while  still  a pupil  was  appointed  special 
agent  of  a well  known  fire  insurance  company,  con- 
tinuing in  that  profitable  branch  of  work  until  1886, 
when  he  came  to  Florida.  He  settled  in  Orlando  and 
here  took  charge  of  the  large  estate  owned  by  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Ford.  For  about  two  years  Mr.  O’Neal  man- 
aged the  Ford  orange  groves  with  great  success,  with- 
drawing at  the  end  of  that  time  to  form  a partnership 
with  Ingram  Fletcher  and  Francis  A.  Curtis,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business. 
Mr.  Fletcher  later  retired  from  the  partnership,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  postmaster  of  Orlando  by  Presi- 
dent Harrison,  and  the  firm  became  Curtis  & O’Neal, 
remaining  such  to  the  present  time.  The  firm  holds 
the  record  throughout  southern  Florida  for  length  of 
association  without  change  in  partnership  or  business. 
Eighteen  of  the  largest  life  and  fire  insurance  com- 
panies in  the  country  are  represented  in  this  section 
by  Curtis  & O’Neal  and  mortgages  and  loans  are  also 
negotiated,  Mr.  O’Neal  having  entire  charge  of  that 
department.  During  the  firm’s  existence  it  has  loaned 
an  average  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a year, 


a total  of  over  two  million  dollars,  and  in  addition  the 
firm  has  the  largest  and  best  known  stationery,  book 
and  novelty  store  to  be  found  between  Jacksonville 
and  Tampa.  From  writing-tablets  to  musical  instru- 
ments and  kodak  supplies  the  stock  is  the  best  that 
the  markets  of  the  country  afford.  Text-books,  in- 
cluding all  schoolbooks  in  use  locally,  are  carried  and 
there  is  also  a first-class  library  of  popular  novels, 
pictures  framed  and  unframed,  souvenir  post  cards, 
pipes,  ash  trays  and  similar  knicknacks,  alligator-skin 
bags,  purses  and  cardcases,  as  well  as  many  different 
kinds  of  flags  and  pennants.  Waterman’s  Ideal  foun- 
tain pens  are  made  a specialty  of  and  the  best  linen  and 
cashmere  writing-papers,  together  with  commercial 
stationery  of  every  description  is  carried.  The  firm 
carries  also  a large  line  of  phonographs  and  records, 
and  fishing  tackle  is  also  one  of  the  staple  branches  of 
stock,  a fine  selection  of  rods,  reels,  lines  and  flies  being 
offered.  A well  arranged  and  well  stocked  news  stand 
is  situated  in  front  of  the  building.  During  the  winter 
season  in  particular  the  Curtis  & O’Neal  establish- 
ment is  the  gathering-place  for  a very  large  proportion 
of  the  tourists  who  visit  Orlando  and  its  suburbs  at 
that  time.  During  the  years  following  his  arrival 
here  up  to  the  present  time  William  R.  O’Neal  has 
been  active  in  the  initiation  and  promotion  of  all  pro- 
gressive public  movements  and  in  the  various  phases  of 
municipal  life,  whether  educational,  political  or  relig- 
ious. In  1887  he  was  elected  a trustee  of  Rollins 
College  and  later  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  board,  continuing  in  that  office  ever  since.  In 
1888  he  was  appointed  city  passenger  agent  of  the 
South  Florida  Railroad  and  still  retains  the  position, 
although  the  road  has  been  reorganized  and  the  name 
changed  to  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line.  Mr.  O’Neal 
served  for  eight  years  as  a member  of  the  city  council, 
having  been  first  elected  in  1895,  and  during  the  last 
seven  years  of  the  period  was  president  of  the  assem- 
bly, aiding  in  securing  for  the  city  many  needed  re- 
forms and  improvements,  his  vote  and  influence  being 
always  on  the  side  of  progress  and  advancement.  In 
1898  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Orlando  and 
has  been  reappointed  each  four  years  since  that  time, 
being  now  in  office.  Since  taking  up  his  residence  here 
he  has  been  active  in  school  work,  having  served  for 
twenty  years  as  supervisor  and  president  of  the  board 
of  education,  his  constructive  work  influencing  the 
trend  of  educational  advancement  in  a vital  way.  His 
appointment  to  the  position  of  president  of  the  school 
board  followed  his  able  services  in  the  formation  of 
the  special  tax  district.  Mr.  O’Neal  is  president  of 
the  Bank  of  Apopka,  Florida,  and  a director  in  the 
State  Bank  of  Orlando  and  a member  of  the  finance 
committee.  He  is  president  of  the  Orlando  Sanitarium 
and  one  of  the  organizers  of  that  institution,  secretary 
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and  treasurer  of  the  Seminole  Hotel  Company,  con- 
ducting the  Seminole  Hotel  and  Seminole  Inn,  and 
managing  director  of  the  Florida  Farms  Company  of 
Sanford.  He  is  likewise  president  of  the  Fairview 
Home  Company,  estate  developers  in  Orlando,  a mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Audubon  So- 
ciety and  has  been  for  years  secretary  of  the  Orange 
County  Fair  Association,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers.  In  1895  he  led  in  the  work  of  the  first 
Good  Roads  Congress  and  has  always  been  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  promotion  of  the  good  roads  movement. 
He  was  one  of  the  committee  on  presentation  at  the 
time  when  the  beautiful  silver  service  was  given  to 
the  battleship  Florida  in  December,  1911,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  in  Pensacola.  In  short,  he  is  always 
to  be  found  among  the  leaders  in  progressive  projects 
and  among  the  active  workers  in  support  of  move- 
ments of  importance  along  business,  political  or  intel- 
lectual lines,  his  name  standing  as  a synonym  for 
modern  ideas,  constructive  and  far-sighted  work  and 
constant  consideration  for  the  general  interest. 

Prominently  identified  with  all  of  the  most  impor- 
tant fraternal  organizations,  Mr.  O'Neal  is  now  serv- 
ing his  third  term  as  supreme  representative  of  the 
grand  lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  secretary 
of  Eureka  Chapter,  F.  & A.  M.,  recorder  of  Olivette 
Commandery,  K.  T.,  grand  generallissimo  of  the 
grand  commandery  and  grand  captain  host  to  the 
grand  chapter.  He  was  twice  elected  exalted  ruler  of 
Orlando  Lodge,  No.  1097,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  which  erected  the  new  Elk’s 
Home,  one  of  the  handsomest  clubhouses  south  of 
Jacksonville.  He  belongs  also  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  O’Neal  is  a stanch  republican  and  has  figured 
in  some  spirited  political  contests,  having  been  a can- 
didate for  the  office  of  state  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  against  William  Holloway,  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  that  office,  and  a candidate  for  the  office 
of  Linked  States  congressman  from  the  second  dis- 
trict against  the  Hon.  Frank  Clark.  He  made  the 
campaign  for  the  office  of  governor  of  the  state  in 
1912  and  gained  a large  majority  over  his  progressive 
opponent  although  he  was  defeated  by  the  democratic 
candidate. 

Always  prominent  in  church  work,  Mr.  O'Neal  is 
a ruling  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  the 
city.  He  has  also  been  elected  moderator  of  the  Synod 
of  Florida,  being  the  only  layman  ever  so  honored  in 
the  state.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  been  for  ten  years 
superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  school. 
Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  Mr.  O’Neal  is  one  of  the 
real  builders  of  Orlando,  a man  of  enterprise,  of 
brains  and  personality  and  of  that  loyal  public  spirit 
which  makes  his  powers  forces  in  the  general  advance- 


ment. Of  tireless  energy,  broad  and  comprehensive 
interests,  aggressive,  discriminating  and  far-sighted, 
he  has  wrought  along  constructive  modern  lines  to  a 
great  success,  being  accounted  today  among  Florida’s 
most  distinguished  men  of  affairs. 


GLENVILLE  COLLINS  FRISSELL. 

One  of  the  most  progressive,  active  and  far-sighted 
business  men  of  Miami  is  Glenville  Collins  Frissell, 
president  of  the  Miami  Telephone  Company  and  the 
owner  of  extensive  and  important  real-estate  interests 
in  the  city.  He  is  a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
Peru,  September  21,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  Emerson  S. 
Frissell,  who  for  a number  of  years  engaged  in  farming 
in  Massachusetts.  Representatives  of  the  Frissell  fam- 
ily lived  in  that  state  for  many  generations,  the  line 
having  been  established  by  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  review,  who  emigrated  to  America 
from  Scotland.  Mr.  Frissell's  mother  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Granger.  Both  parents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut and  both  have  passed  away. 

Glenville  C.  Frissell  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Peru,  Massachusetts,  and  there  acquired  his  education. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Springfield  and 
secured  a position  as  clerk  in  a grocery  store,  later 
going  to  West  Springfield,  where  he  opened  a bakery. 
After  disposing  of  that  enterprise  he  was  for  fifteen 
years  the  owner  of  a large  bakery  and  confectionery 
at  Holyoke,  Massachusetts,  and  in  that  city  he  made 
his  home  until  March,  1902,  when  he  came  to  Florida. 
He  settled  in  Miami  and,  at  once  recognizing  the  com- 
ing increase  in  the  value  of  land  in  the  city,  he  made 
extensive  and  judicious  purchases,  becoming  the  owner 
of  a great  deal  of  valuable  property.  Some  of  this  he 
has  since  disposed  of  at  a handsome  profit  but  he  is 
still  the  owner  of  a great  deal  of  city  real  estate  which 
is  located  on  Twelfth  street,  Miami's  principal  business 
thoroughfare,  and  extends  from  the  bay  toward  the 
west  for  some  miles.  The  following  transaction  offers 
a splendid  example  of  Mr.  Frissell’s  ability  in  handling 
real  estate.  He  purchased  a business  lot  in  Miami  for 
four  thousand  dollars  and  erected  upon  it  a ten  thou- 
sand dollar  building  which  he  rented  for  several  years 
at  a price  which  netted  him  more  than  fifteen  per 
cent  on  the  total  investment.  He  afterward  sold  the 
property  for  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Since  1905  Mr. 
Frissell  has  been  president  of  the  Miami  Telephone 
Company.  This  is  the  only  concern  of  its  kind  doing 
business  in  the  city  and  it  controls  a modern  and  com- 
plete plant  which  is  operated  in  an  efficient  and  able 
manner.  At  the  present  time  it  controls  seven  hundred 


474 


FLORIDA 


private  telephones  in  the  city  and  its  business  is  con- 
stantly increasing  in  volume  and  importance.  In 
addition  Mr.  Frissell  is  a director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Miami  and  is  well  known  in  business  circles, 
where  his  energy,  resourcefulness  and  executive  ability 
are  recognized  and  respected. 

In  1876  Mr.  Frissell  married  Miss  Myrtilla  M. 
Pierce,  of  Massachusetts,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Edith  M.,  now  the  wife  of  H.  Thompson  Whaler,  a 
prominent  jeweler  in  Miami.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frissell 
reside  in  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  Miami, 
situated  at  No.  135  Twelfth  street,  which  they  have 
made  a center  of  hospitality  for  a charming  social 
circle.  Mr.  Frissell  is  a member  of  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  he  is  connected  also  with  the  Tarpon  and  Miami 
Clubs.  Fie  is  active  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
city  along  many  lines  of  development  and  upbuilding 
and  is  now  at  the  head  of  one  of  its  most  important 
business  concerns,  his  energy,  enterprise  and  business 
progressiveness  standing  as  unquestioned  facts  in  his 
career. 


J.  A.  ROWAND. 

As  the  broad  lands  of  the  United  States  have  been 
peopled  by  the  nations  of  the  earth  its  area  has  fast 
fallen  under  the  plow  in  order  to  give  food  to  the 
millions,  and,  necessity  becoming  a virtue,  the  agricul- 
turists have  turned  to  its  arid  desert  stretches  of  the 
west  and  the  broad,  vast  swamps  of  the  south  to  make 
them  subservient  to  the  needs  of  the  people  that  they 
might  return  to  them  bounty  and  give  them  sustenance. 
In  this  work  of  colonization  the  progressive  farmer  of 
the  south  is  taking  a foremost  part  in  reclaiming  vast 
stretches  of  waste  land  and  transforming  it  into  fertile 
fields,  yielding  two  or  even  three  crops  annually  under 
climatic  conditions  that  have  no  equal  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  One  of  the  first  to  settle  in  the  Elkton  district 
of  Florida,  where  he  now  owns  a valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  was  J.  A.  Rowand,  a native 
of  this  state,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  Suwanee 
river,  in  Lafayette  county,  January  13,  1862.  He  is  a 
son  of  William  F.  and  Caroline  Elizabeth  (Johnson) 
Rowand,  the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
mother  of  South  Carolina.  Rowan  county,  North 
Carolina,  was  named  in  honor  of  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject  who  was  a native  of  France  and  came 
to  the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
fighting  in  the  ranks  of  the  French  for  independence. 
Another  earlier  ancestor  was  a member  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh’s  staff.  The  great-grandfather  settled  in  North 


Carolina,  there  reared  a family  and  subsequently  passed 
away.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  an  agricul- 
turist and  died  when  William  F.  Rowand  was  but  nine 
years  of  age.  The  latter  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
became  one  of  the  large  plantation  owners  of  the 
period,  who  owned  many  slaves.  He  valiantly  served 
his  country  through  the  Mexican  war  and  after  coming 
to  Florida  took  part  in  the  Seminole  Indian  campaign 
and  married  subsequently  in  Lafayette  county.  He  was 
a saddler  and  harness  maker,  following  that  trade  for 
some  time,  and  in  i860  moved  from  Madison,  Florida, 
to  Orange  county,  on  a place  located  where  Oviedo  now 
stands.  There  he  remained  for  two  years  and  then 
went  to  Sanford,  where  he  died  on  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1897,  at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy-three  years. 
Caroline  Elizabeth  Johnson  came  to  Florida  in  early 
childhood  with  her  parents,  the  family  making  settle- 
ment in  Lafayette  county  where  Mayo  now  stands. 
She  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  her 
death  occurring  in  Orange  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rowand  were  the  parents  of  five  children : Mary 

Martha,  the  deceased  wife  of  Alexander  Vaughn,  her 
death  occurring  in  1908;  William  Rayford,  who  died  in 
1892;  Georgia  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  T.  A.  Grange,  of 
Sanford,  Florida;  J.  A.,  of  this  review;  and  James  C., 
residing  in  New  York  city. 

J.  A.  Rowand  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  acquired  a common-school  education,  remaining 
at  home  until  the  death  of  his  father.  Subsequently  he 
took  up  railroad  construction  work  and  traveled  con- 
siderably in  the  states  of  Florida,  Georgia  and  Alabama 
and  also  worked  for  a number  of  years  at  the  trade  of 
housebuilding,  putting  up  a number  of  residences  along 
the  east  and  west  coast  of  Florida.  In  April,  1903, 
he  came  to  Elkton,  St.  John  county,  where  he  purchased 
his  present  farm.  He  had  a capital  of  less  than  eight 
hundred  dollars  to  start  out  with,  as  he  had  lost  heavily 
in  a fire  while  residing  in  Arcadia.  He  at  first  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  of  which  five  acres  were 
cleared,  and  has  since  added  to  his  property  which 
now  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  of  which 
one  hundred  are  cleared  and  under  cultivation  as  potato 
land.  Mr.  Rowand  has  erected  a number  of  substantial 
buildings  and  made  such  other  improvements  as  are 
considered  essential  by  the  progressive  farmer  for  in- 
tensive and  profitable  soil  cultivation.  He  has  instituted 
modern  equipment  and  such  conveniences  as  he  deemed 
necessary  and  thereby  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of 
the  property.  When  he  came  to  this  district  there  were 
only  a few  native-born  residents  here  and  he  was 
among  the  first  outsiders  to  locate.  Besides  his  farm- 
ing interests  Mr.  Rowand  is  local  representative  of  the 
Model  Land  Company,  a subsidiary  corporation  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railroad  Company  and  also  of 
the  Coast  Line  Canal  & Transportation  Company  and 
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the  Boston  & Florida  Land  Company,  deriving  a grati- 
fying additional  income  from  these  sources. 

On  January  i,  1891,  Mr.  Rowand  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Du  Pont,  who  was  born  at  Federal 
Point,  Putnam  county,  Florida,  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1863,  her  father  at  that  time  owning  all  of  the 
land  at  Federal  Point.  She  is  a daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Frances  Virginia  Du  Pont,  of  whom  more  ex- 
tended mention  is  made  in  connection  with  the  sketch 
of  C.  A.  Du  Pont.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowand  have  one 
child,  William  Allen,  at  home.  By  his  indefatigable 
industry  and  energy  J.  A.  Rowand  has  attained 
success  in  a remarkably  short  time  and  is  known 
today  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  Elkton  dis- 
trict, in  the  development  of  which  he  has  played  such 
an  important  role.  He  is  a man  of  strong  character 
and  has  made  himself  felt  in  the  rural  community,  his 
sterling  traits  having  won  the  high  regard  and  con- 
fidence of  all  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
Although  he  has  not  sought  or  ever  held  public  office 
he  takes  a laudable  interest  in  all  matters  of  public 
importance  and  is  well  informed  upon  the  issues  of 
the  day  which  come  up  in  the  political  life  of  his 
section,  his  state  and  the  nation. 


CHARLES  PHABIN  DICKINSON. 

Charles  Phabin  Dickinson  needs  no  introduction  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume,  for  he  has  won  for  him- 
self an  enviable  position  as  one  of  the  leading  attor- 
neys of  Orlando,  where  he  is  practicing  at  the  bar  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Dickinson  & Dickinson.  He 
was  born  in  Brooks  county,  Georgia,  May  4,  1879, 
and  is  a son  of  Edward  and  Nancy  (McDonald)  Dick- 
inson, the  former  a planter  and  during  the  Civil  war 
overseer  of  plantations. 

Charles  P.  Dickinson  was  five  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Florida  with  his  parents,  settling  in  Madi- 
son county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  that 
locality.  After  he  laid  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of 
twenty  he  engaged  in  teaching,  an  occupation  which 
he  followed  for  twelve  years,  and  during  which  time 
he  attended  the  Florida  State  College  at  Tallahassee. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
supreme  court  in  June,  1909,  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Sanford,  where  he  remained  until 
April  27,  1911,  when  he  came  to  Orlando.  Here  he 
joined  his  brother,  J.  J.  Dickinson,  and  under  the 
firm  name  of  Dickinson  & Dickinson  the  brothers  con- 
trol an  extensive  and  important  patronage,  the  firm 
being  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  city.  J.  J.  Dickin- 
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son,  who  has  charge  of  the  office  in  Sanford,  is  also 
a native  of  Georgia  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Florida,  later  spending  one  year  in  the 
law  department  of  Stetson  University  in  DeLand. 
He  was  called  to  the  bar  at  the  same  time  his  brother 
was  admitted  to  practice  and  is  today  recognized  as 
an  able  and  resourceful  practitioner.  Both  brothers 
are  members  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  J.  J.  Dickinson  being  chancellor 
commander  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  latter  organiza- 
tion. Charles  P.  Dickinson  is  affiliated  also  with  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Fortunate  in 
possessing  the  ability  and  character  which  inspire 
confidence  and  command  opportunity,  he  has  gained 
for  himself  a position  of  prominence  in  professional 
and  social  circles  of  Orlando  and  his  influence  is 
always  given  in  support  of  whatever  he  believes  will 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 


JAMES  M.  PEELER. 

James  M.  Peeler,  attorney  at  law  and  active  in  the 
political  circles  of  Jacksonville,  where  he  is  now  serv- 
ing as  councilman  from  the  seventh  ward,  was  born 
at  Gainesville,  Alachua  county,  Florida,  June  13,  1876, 
his  parents  being  Theodore  and  Elizabeth  (Gibson) 
Peeler,  the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina  and 
the  latter  of  Florida.  The  father  came  to  this  state 
immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which 
he  had  seen  active  service  with  the  Confederate  army, 
having  enlisted  when  a youth  of  sixteen  years.  He 
was  but  thirty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death 
and  through  the  years  of  his  business  activity  had 
carried  on  farming. 

James  M.  Peeler  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  count)'-  and  afterward 
attended  the  East  Florida  Seminary  at  Gainesville. 
Later  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Alachua  county  for 
six  years  and  during  that  period  devoted  the  hours 
which  are  usually  termed  leisure  to  the  study  of  law, 
which  qualified  him  for  admission  to  the  bar  in  1902. 
The  following  year  he  came  to  Jacksonville  and 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  has 
since  continued,  acquiring  a large  and  notable  clientele 
in  general  practice.  He  prepares  his  cases  with  great 
thoroughness  and  care,  is  careful  and  accurate  in 
citing  precedent  or  principle  and  is  seldom  if  ever  at 
fault  in  the  application  of  a legal  point. 

While  the  practice  of  law  continues  to  be  his  chief 
activity  his  interests  along  other  lines  have  been 
broad  and  varied,  bringing  him  into  close  connection 
with  public  activities  and  progress.  He  has  been  an 
ardent  and  enthusiastic  student  of  Florida  history. 
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In  1909  he  was  elected  councilman  from  the  seventh 
ward  of  Jacksonville  and  was  reelected  in  1911  and 
again  in  1913,  an  indorsement  of  his  excellent  services 
during  his  first  and  second  terms.  He  is  a member 
of  the  laws  and  rules  committee. 

On  June  20,  1913,  upon  the  organization  of  the  new 
council,  he  was  elected  by  the  council  president  pro 
tern  of  that  body  and  is  now  serving  as  such. 

In  1905  Mr.  Peeler  was  married  to  Miss  Madge  B. 
Jones,  of  Jacksonville,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Elizabeth  Clare,  six  years  of  age ; Margaret  Catharine, 
aged  four;  and  Jessie  Marie,  aged  one  year.  The 
family  residence  is  at  No.  714  West  Monroe  street  and 
is  one  of  the  hospitable  homes  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peeler  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  keen  appre- 
ciation for  the  social  amenities  of  life  and  possesses 
also  scholarly  attainments  which  have  made  him  a 
broad  reader  and  a deep  thinker,  well  posted  on  many 
topics  of  current  interest  and  of  vital  significance  to 
community,  state  and  nation. 


GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  DREKA. 

George  Augustus  Dreka,  pioneer  business  man  of 
De  Land,  established  one  of  the  first  mercantile  houses 
here  in  1878  and  since  that  time  has  been  prominent 
in  ail  work  of  progress,  his  great  individual  prosperity 
constituting  in  itself  a factor  in  the  general  develop- 
ment. He  was  born  in  Sassafras,  Kent  county,  Mary- 
land, and  is  a son  of  Augustus  and  Theresa  (Sehnepp) 
Dreka,  the  former  a large  flour  mill  owner. 

George  A.  Dreka  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Kent  county  and  in  Rock  Hill  College 
in  Maryland,  and  in  1878,  before  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  came  to  the  present  site  of  De  Land  and 
established  a general  store,  conducting  it  in  connection 
with  J.  G.  Kilkopf  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  A.  Dreka 
& Company.  Upon  his  partner’s  death  in  1880  Mr. 
Dreka  assumed  entire  charge  of  the  business  but  re- 
tained the  old  name,  which  is  today  unchanged.  He 
witnessed  the  establishment  of  the  city  of  De  Land 
in  1882  and  from  that  time  his  business  increased  rap- 
idly, it  being  today  one  of  the  largest  and  most  impor- 
tant mercantile  enterprises  in  the  state.  The  history 
of  its  growth  is  interesting  as  an  evidence  of  Mr. 
Dreka’s  energy,  determination  and  business  foresight 
and  as  an  indication  of  the  value  of  these  qualities  in 
determining  a successful  career.  He  began  with  a 
small  frame  store,  twenty  by  forty  feet,  but  even  then 
sold  high-class  goods,  studying  the  demands  of  the 
trade  and  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  meet  them 
adequately.  As  a result  his  patronage  grew  and  his 


business  increased  in  volume  and  importance,  new  de- 
partments were  added  and  extensions  made.  Finally 
Mr.  Dreka  erected  a new  building  of  concrete,  three 
stories  high,  with  a finished  basement  and  seventy- 
five  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  dimensions. 
This  is  modern  and  up-to-date  in  every  particular, 
equipped  with  excellent  elevator  service,  fine  offices 
and  attractive  fittings.  The  third  floor  is  used  as  a 
stockroom,  while  for  the  convenience  of  the  women 
patrons  a small  room  has  been  set  aside  as  the 
“Women's  Club,’’  this  being  only  one  evidence  of  the 
care  and  thought  which  has  been  expended  in  making 
the  place  comfortable,  modern  and  luxurious.  This 
is  considered  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  best 
equipped  stores  in  the  state  outside  of  Jacksonville. 
There  are  twelve  departments,  everything  being  sold 
here  except  furniture  and  drugs,  and  Mr.  Dreka  and 
his  sons  have  entire  charge.  Employment  is  furnished 
to  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  clerks  and  a large  credit 
business  is  done.  The  firm  is  now  planning  to  make 
further  changes,  intending  to  add  a rest  room,  tea 
room,  writing  room,  etc.,  for  the  accommodation  of 
their  customers.  Mr.  Dreka  is  a man  of  remarkable 
business  ability,  and  although  he  is  now  fifty-five 
years  of  age  he  looks  forty  and  has  the  endurance  of 
a man  of  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Dreka  has  been  twice  married.  In  May,  1884, 
he  wedded  Miss  Katherine  Malsberger,  a daughter  of 
August  H.  Malsberger,  who  was  born  January  31, 
1821,  and  died  May  11,  1862.  His  wife,  who  was  in 
her  maidenhood  Miss  Emily  Woodall,  was  born  May 
10,  1833,  and  died  May  28,  1868.  By  Mr.  Dreka's 
first  union  were  born  three  sons:  Augustus  Foley, 

Jerome  Godfrey  and  George  Ray,  who  are  associated 
in  business  with  their  father.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.  Dreka  married  Mrs.  Anna  Eliza  Hixon, 
a daughter  of  Philemon  Nathan  Bryan.  Her  father 
was  born  October  4,  1844,  in  New  Smyrna,  Florida, 
and  her  mother,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss 
Lucy  Murray,  was  born  June  15,  1852. 

Mr.  Dreka  has  served  as  a member  of  the  De  Land 
city  council  and  is  a devout  member  of  St.  Peter’s 
church.  He  belongs  to  the  Business  Men’s  League, 
of  which  he  is  a charter  member  and  which  is  an  out- 
growth of  the  De  Land  Board  of  Trade,  an  organiza- 
tion which  he  also  aided  in  founding.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  earliest  residents  of  De  Land  and  he 
has  won  in  the  course  of  time  an  extensive  circle  of 
friends  here,  who  have  been  drawn  to  him  by  his 
many  fine  qualities  of  mind  and  character.  Fie  is 
respected  by  his  business  associates  as  a man  of  un- 
bending integrity  and  high  standards  of  commercial 
honor. 

Associated  with  his  father  and  two  brothers  in  the 
conduct  of  the  business  carried  on  by  G.  A.  Dreka  & 
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Company  is  Jerome  Godfrey  Dreka,  already  regarded 
in  De  Land  as  a progressive  and  representative  young 
business  man.  He  is  a native  son  of  the  city,  born 
June  9,  1889,  and  he  acquired  his  early  education  in 
its  public  schools,  completing  his  studies  at  St.  John’s 
College,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Manhattan  College, 
New  York  city,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1907. 
Immediately  afterward  he  returned  to  De  Land,  where 
he  became  associated  with  his  father  and  his  brothers 
in  G.  A.  Dreka  & Company.  He  has  proven  himself 
a reliable  and  resourceful  business  man,  of  progressive 
ideas  and  modern  view's,  and  his  excellent  organizing 
and  executive  ability  have  been  powerful  elements  in 
the  later  expansion  of  the  enterprise  with  which  he 
is  connected. 

Jerome  G.  Dreka  was  married  January  22,  1913,  to 
Grace  W.  Heebner,  of  Lansdale,  Pennsylvania,  a 
daughter  of  William  D.  and  Elizabeth  Heebner,  the 
former  a prominent  manufacturer  in  that  city.  Mr. 
Dreka  is  a member  of  St.  Peter's  church  in  De  Land, 
has  served  as  secretary  of  the  Business  Men’s  League 
and  is  at  all  times  interested  and  active  in  promoting 
the  general  growth  of  the  city. 


LOUIS  MARIE  MOUTON. 

In  the  midst  of  an  active  and  useful  life  and  in 
the  midst  of  a most  successful  career  the  life  of 
Louis  Marie  Mouton  was  cut  short  by  death  when 
he  was  only  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  His  demise 
was  one  of  those  unexplainable  actions  of  Provi- 
dence which  make  men  pause  and  wonder  why  men 
should  be  taken  from  this  world  at  a period  of  their 
lives  when  they  are  of  the  greatest  usefulness — good 
men  with  all  the  humane  instincts  of  brotherly  love, 
loving  husbands  and  fathers.  Such  was  Louis  Marie 
Mouton,  who  occupied  a foremost  place  in  the  com- 
mercial life  of  Key  West,  whither  he  had  come 
shortly  after  his  marriage  and  which  he  made  his 
home  until  his  demise,  on  October  1,  1909.  His 
business  associates  and  contemporaries  cherish  his 
memory  as  that  of  a kindly  man  of  honest  methods 
and  of  great  and  substantial  qualities  of  character. 

Louis  M.  Mouton  was  a native  of  France,  born  in 
Verneuil  on  June  20,  1872,  and  was  reared  in  his 
native  country.  There  he  was  married  on  March  5, 
1896,  to  Mile.  Georgiana  Verlot,  a lady  of  high  edu- 
cation and  culture  and  rare  accomplishments  and  a 
teacher  by  profession.  She  was  born  at  Mons-en- 
Montois,  France,  January  12,  1869,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  fifteen  had  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  to 
become  a teacher.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr. 
Mouton  was  a bookkeeper  in  the  railway  service  and 


immediately  after  that  event  decided  to  seek  his  for- 
tune in  the  new  world,  an  uncle  having  preceded  him 
to  Key  West.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mouton  came  to  this 
city  and  there  he  became  extensively  engaged  as  a 
packer  and  canner  of  green  turtle  products,  his  busi- 
ness being  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
Devoting  all  of  his  energies  to  its  expansion  and 
being  gifted  with  natural  ability,  he  succeeded  in 
establishing  an  excellent  business  and  was  beginning 
to  reap  the  benefit  of  his  labors  when  he  fell  ill  from 
overwork  and  on  October  1,  1909,  passed  away, 
leaving  an  inconsolable  widow  and  an  only  daughter, 
Leona  Marie,  who  was  born  in  Key  West,  November 
26,  1896.  She  is  now  a student  in  the  convent  of 
Mary  Immaculate  at  Key  West. 

The  turtle  industry  in  Key  West  which  Air. 
Alouton  became  manager  of  and  which  he  later  en- 
tirely owned,  had  been  first  established  by  his  uncle, 
Armand  Granday,  now  of  Oued-Marsa,  Africa,  who 
had  come  to  the  island  from  Paris,  France,  estab- 
lishing the  business  several  years  before.  Although 
the  residence  of  Air.  Mouton  in  America  comprised 
only  thirteen  years  he  had  thoroughly  made  his  own 
the  American  spirit  of  enterprise  and  combined  with 
this  his  French  patience  and  French  punctuality  and 
minuteness  in  detail.  It  is  therefore  not  surprising 
that  he  should  have  attained  a position  in  business 
life  which  it  takes  many  a man  a lifetime  to  achieve. 
He  was  highly  respected  on  every1  hand  and  had 
made  many  friends  in  this  city  who  gave  him  their 
confidence  and  good-will.  He  was  interested  in  all 
that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  Key  West  and  stood 
ever  ready  to  lend  a helping  hand  in  promoting 
progress  and  advancement.  His  death,  therefore, 
was  a distinct  loss  to  the  city  and  the  occasion  of 
deep  regret  to  his  many  friends  who  esteemed  in 
him  an  upright  character, — a man  to  be  relied  upon,- — - 
and  who  loved  him  for  his  affectionate,  open-hearted 
and  genial  characteristics.  His  widow  still  makes 
her  home  in  Key  West,  where  she  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  social  circles  and  is  at  present 
sojourning  in  France  on  an  extended  visit  which  she 
is  spending  with  relatives  in  places  dear  to  her  heart 
from  former  associations. 


THE  DE  LAND  BUSINESS  MEN’S  LEAGUE. 

Alany  and  widely  different  forces  determine  the 
direction  and  rate  of  a city’s  growth — forces  practi- 
cally identical  with  those  which  affect  trade  relations, 
influence  general  business  and  financial  developments 
and  control  political  activity.  Not  the  least  important 
of  these  is  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  city,  upon 
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whom  all  advancement  ultimately  rests  and  whose 
standards  and  ambitions  therefore  necessarily  affect 
growth  and  progress.  De  Land  is  fortunate  in  its 
city  spirit  for  its  business  men  are  men  of  action  and 
enthusiasm,  filled  with  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
future  of  the  city  and  determined  to  do  their  best  to 
make  that  future  great.  The  outcome  of  this  spirit 
is  found  in  the  De  Land  Business  Men’s  League,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  conserve  the  best  interests  of 
the  community  and  to  promote  its  progress  and 
growth  along  business  lines. 

The  association  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  old  De 
Land  Board  of  Trade,  which  was  founded  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1885.  It  reached  a member- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  continued  in  its  original 
form  until  1904,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Busi- 
ness Men’s  League,  today  one  of  the  important  insti- 
tutions of  the  city.  It  was  organized  on  the  16th  of 
August  of  that  year  with  a membership  of  thirty- 
seven  and  with  W.  B.  Fudger  as  president,  and  Cary 
D.  Landis  as  secretary.  The  organization  grew 
rapidly,  for  its  purposes  were  popular  and  its  accom- 
plishments of  a high  order  and  by  1912  the  member- 
ship had  increased  to  one  hundred  and  ten.  In  that 
year  the  officers  were : V.  W.  Gould,  president ; S.  D. 
Jordan,  vice  president;  J.  G.  Dreka,  secretary;  and 
W.  S.  Taylor,  treasurer.  The  present  official  board 
is  as  follows:  President,  Samuel  D.  Jordan;  vice 

president,  Dr.  W.  S.  Taylor;  secretary,  J.  G.  Dreka; 
treasurer,  Robert  H.  Boyd.  These  names  are  in 
themselves  a guaranty  of  the  continued  success  of 
the  association  for  they  are  borne  by  some  of  the 
most  able,  far-sighted  and  resourceful  business  men 
of  the  city — men  who  are  proving  their  capability  by 
distinguished  successes  in  important  fields  of  business 
or  financial  activity.  They  are  giving  of  their  best 
energies  and  powers  to  the  development  of  the 
league  and  the  promotion  of  its  objects  and  through 
their  successful  management  of  its  affairs  have  added 
to  the  many  other  substantial  contributions  which 
they  have  made  to  the  city’s  growth. 


FRANK  W.  HAHN. 

Frank  W.  Hahn,  a pioneer  contractor  of  Miami 
and  for  many  years  a force  in  the  general  upbuilding 
of  the  city,  is  now  living  retired,  having  won  wealth, 
leisure  and  rest  by  earnest,  straightforward  and  able 
work  in  the  past.  He  was  born  in  Greenville,  South 
Carolina,  January  29,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  Christian 
and  Mary  Hahn,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  Germany,  the  father  being  a native  of  Frankfort- 
on-the-Main  and  the  mother  of  Bremen.  Christian 


Hahn  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade  in  Hamburg, 
serving  a seven  years’  apprenticeship,  and  followed 
that  occupation  in  Germany  for  some  time.  He  and 
his  wife  resided  in  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  for 
about  forty  years  prior  to  their  deaths.  In  their 
family  were  three  children : Charles,  who  now  makes 
his  home  at  Simpsonville,  South  Carolina ; Mrs.  Mary 
E.  De  Camp,  a widow  who  lives  in  Miami ; and  Frank 
W.,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  spent  his  early  boyhood  in  Green- 
ville, South  Carolina,  but  at  the  age  of  eleven  went 
to  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  where  he  spent 
several  years,  making  his  home  with  a lady  who  was 
a warm  friend  of  all  the  members  of  the  Hahn 
family.  In  Chautauqua  county  he  attended  school 
and  after  laying  aside  his  books  served  a four  years’ 
apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  becoming 
skilful  and  proficient  in  this  line  of  work.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  returned  to  South  Carolina  and 
there  for  five  years  worked  as  a journeyman  car- 
penter. At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
Chautauqua  county,  engaging  in  business  as  a con- 
tracting carpenter,  a line  of  activity  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  his  retirement.  In  the  early  ’80s  he  came 
to  Florida  and  made  permanent  settlement  in  Dade 
county,  on  the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Miami. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  residents  in  the  community, 
the  railroad  having  not  yet  been  built  through  upon 
his  arrival.  As  a journeyman  carpenter,  working  by 
the  day,  he  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  Royal 
Poinciana  and  the  Breakers  Hotels  at  Palm  Beach 
and  later  the  Royal  Palm  at  Miami.  He  was  then  in 
the  employ  of  McGuire  & McDonald,  the  contracting 
builders  of  the  hotels.  Later  Mr.  Hahn  established 
himself  as  a contractor  and  builder  in  Miami  and 
from  the  time  of  the  foundation  of  the  city  until  he 
retired  from  active  life  erected  many  of  the  finest 
structures  in  the  community,  among  them  the  city 
hall,  the  Frank  T.  Budge  hardware  store,  the  J.  W. 
Watson  hardware  store,  the  old  Fort  Dallas  Bank 
and  many  of  the  most  handsome  residences.  He  also, 
under  the  supervision  of  McGuire  & McDonald,  built 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Miami.  Mr.  Hahn 
prospered  steadily  during  the  years  and  by  his  well 
directed  and  persevering  work  gained  a comfortable 
competence,  which  enabled  him  to  put  aside  active 
business  cares.  About  1911  he  gave  up  the  contract- 
ing business  and  has  since  devoted  most  of  his  time 
to  the  management  and  supervision  of  his  extensive 
real-estate  holdings.  He  owns  a fine  bearing  grape- 
fruit grove  near  Miami  and  his  residence  in  South 
Miami,  built  of  Dade  county  stone,  is  attractive  and 
beautiful  in  every  respect. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1880,  Mr.  Hahn  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence  G.  Fant,  who  was  born 
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near  Anderson,  South  Carolina,  October  12,  1858. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Kathryn  Fant,  natives 
of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hahn  have  two 
daughters : Kate,  the  wife  of  Eugene  B.  Romfh,  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  Miami ; and  Willie,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  F.  McAuliffe,  of  Miami. 

Mr.  Hahn  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party  and  during  eight  years  of  able  service  as  a 
member  of  the  Miami  city  council  accomplished  much 
constructive  and  far-sighted  work  in  the  interests  of 
the  city.  For  five  years  of  this  time  he  was  chairman 
of  the  street  committee  and  during  the  remaining 
three  years  served  as  president  of  the  council.  Miami 
numbers  him  among  the  most  valued  of  her  builders — 
a man  who  since  the  foundation  of  the  city  has  been 
foremost  in  the  promotion  of  the  community  interests 
and  by  his  own  prosperity  has  added  something  to  the 
general  welfare  and  growth. 


ROGER  L.  BOTHWELL. 

Elkhart  Farm,  located  near  Elkton,  Florida,  stands 
as  a monument  to  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  Roger 
L.  Bothwell,  one  of  the  progressive  agriculturists  who 
came  to  Florida  in  August,  1909,  and  through  his 
scientific  methods  and  experiments  has  contributed 
in  a large  measure  to  the  development  of  agricul- 
ture in  this  region.  A native  of  Savannah,  Georgia, 
he  was  born  January  17,  1870,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel 
E.  and  Anna  Belle  (Tucker)  Bothwell,  the  father  a 
native  of  Vienna,  Dooly  county,  Georgia,  and  the 
mother  also  a native  of  that  state,  born  in  Washing- 
ton county.  They  spent  their  whole  lives  in  the  state 
of  their  nativity  and  there  passed  away,  the  father 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  and  the  mother 
in  1908,  when  sixty-eight.  The  father  was  well 
known  in  commercial  circles  in  Savannah  and 
Augusta,  Georgia,  where  he  successfully  conducted 
mercantile  establishments  during  his  active  life.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Rev.  David 
Emanuel  Bothwell,  a Presbyterian  minister,  came  to 
Georgia  from  Scotland,  by  order  of  his  church,  to 
take  care  of  a colony  of  Scotch  people  who  had  set- 
tled in  southern  Georgia.  He  was  the  father  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  Samuel  Bothwell  being  one 
of  the  younger  sons. 

Roger  L.  Bothwell  was  a member  of  a family  of 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters  and  until  seventeen 
years  of  age  remained  with  his  parents,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Savannah  and  Augusta. 
An  agricultural  career  having  attractions  for  him,  he 
began  to  farm  in  Baldwin  county  and  in  1889  set  him- 
self up  independently  and  there  followed  successfully 


agricultural  pursuits  until  he  decided  upon  removal 
to  Florida.  He  came  to  this  state  in  August,  1909, 
and  after  his  arrival  bought  his  present  farm,  com- 
prising one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber  land, 
of  which  he  has  brought  eighty-seven  to  a high  state 
of  productivity.  Since  settling  here  he  has  made 
many  important  and  substantial  improvements  and 
has  purchased  such  machinery  and  instituted  such 
equipment  and  conveniences  as  are  deemed  essential 
in  up-to-date  and  scientific  agriculture.  He  has  put 
down  two  artesian  wells  and  has  his  lands  fenced  in 
convenient  fields.  The  buildings  he  has  put  up  are  of 
the  best  and  most  approved  construction  and  are  built 
so  as  to  give  the  greatest  facility  in  taking  care  of 
his  crops  and  stock.  His  land  is  under  a perfect  sys- 
tem of  drainage  and  there  is  no  new  discovery  made 
along  agricultural  lines,  no  new  method  expounded, 
to  which  he  would  not  give  a test  and  which  he  would 
not  substitute  for  older  processes  if  he  considers  the 
new  departure  of  greater  value  and  efficiency.  The 
Elkhart  Farm  is  principally  devoted  to  potato  culture 
and,  in  contradistinction  to  many  of  the  agricultur- 
ists of  the  region,  he  does  not  raise  one  but  two  crops 
of  potatoes  annually  and  raises  peas  and  soja  beans 
as  the  third  crop.  In  1912  his  potato  crop  averaged 
about  sixty  bushels  per  acre  for  the  second  crop, 
which  is  an  unusually  high  average,  as  the  second 
planting  generally  yields  no  more  than  thirty  bushels 
per  acre,  this  result  easily  demonstrating  that  the 
methods  which  Mr.  Bothwell  employs  obtain  results. 
Beside  soil  culture  he  also  engages  largely  in  stock- 
raising,  making  a specialty  of  Poland  China  hogs  and 
also  raising  big  Guinea  hogs  and  deriving  a sub- 
stantial addition  to  his  income  from  these  sources. 
Moreover,  he  has  of  late  made  a new  departure  into 
another  field,  raising  successfully  White  Holland 
turkeys,  readily  disposing  of  his  poultry  at  a hand- 
some profit. 

Mr.  Bothwell  was  married  in  1889  to  Miss  Emma 
Tucker,  a native  of  Georgia,  who  passed  away  after 
ten  years  of  happy  married  life,  in  1899,  leaving  two 
children,  Lillian  and  Roger.  In  1903  Mr.  Bothwell 
married  Miss  Alice  Palmer,  also  a native  of  Georgia, 
and  of  this  union  have  been  born  three  children, 
Alice,  Dixon  and  Susan.  Mrs.  Bothwell,  who  is  a lady 
rarely  accomplished  and  well  educated,  is  highly 
esteemed  in  social  circles  of  the  locality  and  often 
entertains  at  her  pleasant  home  for  her  many  friends. 
Mr.  Bothwell  is  firmly  convinced  of  the  promising 
future  that  lies  in  store  for  Florida  lands  and  this  dis- 
trict could  find  no  more  loyal  advocate  than  he,  in 
expounding  its  advantages.  He  is  progressive  and 
up-to-date  in  his  thoughts  and  methods  and  whenever 
a new  side  of  a question  presents  itself  for  his  judg- 
ment he  is  ready  and  willing  to  submit  it  to  trial  and 
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experiment.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in  trying  out 
the  merits  of  well  drainage — his  farm  being  located 
in  the  artesian  well  zone — and  if  his  experiment 
should  be  crowned  with  success,  a new  era  of  activity 
would  thereby  be  inaugurated  for  this  section.  The 
soja  bean,  which  he  is  introducing  in  this  region  and 
which  is  a Japanese  product,  he  hopes  will  some  time 
in  the  future  solve  the  forage  problem  here  and  fill  a 
want  which  has  long  been  felt  by  agriculturists  in 
these  parts.  Wide-awake  and  gifted  with  a mind 
that  is  ready  and  able  to  instantaneously  perceive  the 
advantages  of  a situation  or  condition,  he  employs 
his  knowledge  in  such  a way  that  he  is  today  accounted 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  agriculturists  in  the 
Elkton  district  and,  while  he  has  attained  individual 
Success,  has  become  a constructive  force  in  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  this  section  and  is  carrying  on  his 
labors  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  occupied 
along  similar  lines  and  gain  knowledge  from  his 
methods. 


EDWARD  MANLY  SEMPLE. 

One  of  the  most  forceful,  able  and  progressive 
representatives  of  the  bar  of  Florida  is  Edward  Manly 
Semple,  a lawyer  and  city  attorney  of  Key  West,  who 
since  1904  has  practiced  his  profession  in  that  city, 
becoming  connected  with  a great  deal  of  important 
legal  work  and  taking  a prominent  part  in  shaping  the 
legal  history  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  of 
Irish  descent  on  both  sides,  his  father  having  been 
born  in  Ireland  and  his  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Kennedy,  having  come  from  that  country  and  settled 
in  Mobile,  Alabama,  removing  thence  to  Chicago  at 
a very  early  date  and  becoming  well  known  as  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  that  city.  Fie  turned  his  attention  to 
the  wholesale  crockery  business  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful, leaving  a large  estate  at  his  death.  Mr.  Semple 
of  this  review  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  March 
28,  1864,  and  is  a son  of  George  Edward  Semple,  a 
native  of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  who  was  reared 
in  that  country  and  educated  in  Dublin  University.  He 
came  to  the  Lhiited  States  in  the  early  ’50s  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  active  career  followed  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  in  Chicago,  later,  however, 
removing  to  New  York  city,  where  he  died  in  1898. 
His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Elizabeth  Ken- 
nedy, was  born  in  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  married  in 
Chicago  in  the  late  ’50s.  She  passed  away  some  years 
before  her  husband,  her  death  having  occurred  in  1885. 
Of  their  family  two  sons  and  three  daughters  besides 
the  subject  of  this  review  still  survive.  They  are  as 
follows:  William  Kennedy  and  Louis  Mason,  both 


of  whom  reside  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; and  Mrs.  War- 
ren F.  McKinlay,  Mrs.  Horatio  C.  Ernst  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Pond,  all  residents  of  Tenafly,  New  Jersey. 

Edward  M.  Semple  spent  his  childhood  in  Chicago 
and  New  York  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  those  cities,  completing  it  in  the  Col- 
lege of  the  City  of  New  York,  which  he  attended  for 
two  years.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  laid  aside  his 
books  and  for  several  years  thereafter  was  bookkeeper 
in  the  offices  of  the  Seaboard  Refining  Company  of 
New  York,  later  resigning  this  position  in  order  to 
establish  himself  independently,  becoming  a merchan- 
dise broker  and  a cigar  manufacturer,  occupations  with 
which  he  was  connected  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
McKinlay  & Semple,  his  partner  being  his  brother-in- 
law.  In  1888  they  came  to  Key  West  and  under  the 
same  firm  name  established  a cigar  manufacturing 
business  here,  conducting  for  nearly  a decade  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  profitable  enterprises  of  this 
kind  in  the  city.  The  legal  profession,  however,  had 
always  attracted  Mr.  Semple  and  he  eventually  deter- 
mined to  make  it  his  life  work,  retiring  from  the  cigar 
industry  in  order  to  take  up  the  study  of  law  and  win- 
ning admission  to  the  bar  in  the  United  States  circuit 
court  on  the  10th  of  November,  1904.  Since  that  time 
he  has  devoted  all  of  his  attention  to  professional  work 
and  he  has  met  with  gratifying  and  well  deserved  suc- 
cess, building  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice  con- 
necting him  with  a great  deal  of  important  litigation. 
His  knowledge  of  his  profession  and  his  ability  in  its 
application  have  carried  him  forward  into  important 
relations  with  legal  affairs  in  the  city  and  have  gained 
for  him  a place  among  the  leading  attorneys  in  the 
community  where  he  makes  his  home.  He  aided  in 
compiling  the  present  Key  West  city  charter  and  he 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  professional 
thought  and  action  through  his  membership  in  the 
Florida  and  the  American  Bar  Associations.  In  addi- 
tion to  a large  private  practice  he  has  since  1905  ably 
discharged  the  duties  of  city  attorney  and  he  has  proven 
capable,  honest  and  aggressive  in  that  office,  his  career 
being  directed  by  high  and  honorable  ideals  and  rich 
in  achievement.  He  has  held  other  important  posi- 
tions of  public  trust  and  honor,  having  been  formerly 
United  States  commissioner  at  Key  West  and  also 
referee  in  bankruptcy,  resigning  the  latter  office  in 
January,  1913.  He  is  a successful,  prominent  and  able 
lawyer,  but  being  also  a broad-minded,  modern  and 
active  man,  has  extended  the  scope  of  his  interests 
beyond  this  one  field  and  is  today  a leading  figure  in 
local  business  circles,  being  connected  with  many  of 
the  most  important  enterprises  in  Key  West,  all  of 
which  have  greatly  profited  by  his  initiative  spirit  and 
sound  judgment.  ITe  is  a charter  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Board  of  Trade,  a director 
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of  the  Consumers  Ice  & Cold  Storage  Company,  for 
which  he  also  acts  as  attorney,  secretary  and  a direc- 
tor of  the  Florida  Keys  Land  Company,  president  of 
the  Key  West  Wharf  & Coal  Company,  and  secretary 
and  a director  of  Taylor  & Company,  Incorporated. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1891,  Mr.  Semple  married 
Miss  Eugenia  Lowe,  a native  of  Key  West  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  S.  Lowe,  a former  merchant  of 
the  city.  They  have  two  children,  of  whom  the  elder 
is  Edward  Lowe,  aged  nineteen.  He  took  his  college 
preparatory  course  at  the  Peddie  Institute  in  Highs- 
town,  New  Jersey,  and  there  he  took  the  highest  hon- 
ors and  was  made  valedictorian  of  his  class,  despite  the 
fact  that  he  was  its  youngest  member.  He  afterward 
spent  two  years  in  Cornell  University  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  study  of  law  at  Athens.  His  sister,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Louise,  aged  seventeen,  is  a student  in  the 
Ruth  Hargrove  Seminary  at  Key  West. 

Mr.  Semple  belongs  to  the  Holy  Innocent  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  in  Key  West,  of  which  he  acts  as 
vestryman.  He  is  well  known  in  local  fraternal  circles, 
being  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a member  of  the  Benev- 
olent Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  of  which  latter  organization  he  is  a past  chan- 
cellor. He  is  identified  also  with  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles  and  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of 
America.  His  personal  characteristics  have  gained 
for  him  the  warm  regard  and  friendship  of  many, 
while  along  professional  and  business  lines  he  has  at- 
tained that  eminence  which  comes  only  in  recognition 
of  merit  and  ability. 


JAMES  A.  DAVIS. 

The  banking  interests  of  Graceville,  Florida,  find 
an  able  representative  in  James  A.  Davis,  who  for  a 
number  of  years  has  held  the  important  position  of 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Graceville  and 
who,  never  faltering  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
however  onerous,  has  been  a vital  factor  in  promoting 
and  expanding  the  commercial  interests  of  this  financial 
institution.  Moreover,  his  activities  have  had  important 
bearing  upon  the  business  life  of  Graceville  and  its 
surrounding  district,  his  ability  being  of  that  wide 
kind  that  readily  finds  recognition  in  such  movements 
as  are  undertaken  for  betterment  and  advancement.  A 
son  of  James  and  Henrietta  (Cox)  Davis,  he  was  born 
in  Geneva  county,  Alabama,  December  19,  i860.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Georgia  and  of  Alabama  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  his  locality  where  for  many  years 
be  had  successfully  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and 
was  also  engaged  as  a wagon  and  buggy  manufacturer. 


He  died  in  May,  1899,  having  survived  the  mother, 
who  passed  away  in  1896.  In  their  family  were  seven 
children:  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Sallie,  the  wife  of  J.  J. 
Ward,  of  Slocomb,  Alabama;  Ellen,  deceased;  Rebecca, 
who  married  C.  A.  Hardwick,  of  Hartford,  Alabama ; 
James  A.,  of  this  review;  and  Jonas  and  Joel,  twins, 
the  former  a resident  of  Caryville,  Florida,  and  the 
latter  deceased. 

James  A.  Davis  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  became 
connected  with  commercial  pursuits  by  accepting  a 
position  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  with  a mercantile 
establishment  at  Newton,  Alabama,  remaining  there 
until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  Dothan,  that  state, 
finding  employment  there  as  a bookkeeper.  In  1889  he 
acted  in  the  same  capacity  in  a bank  at  Pensacola  and 
remained  there  for  about  a year  and  a half  before  he 
returned  to  Dothan,  Alabama,  which  he  made  his  head- 
quarters until  1904,  when  he  came  to  Graceville.  Here 
he  became  connected  with  the  First  National  Bank  and 
soon  his  ability  was  recognized.  He  was  called  upon  to 
fill  the  position  of  cashier  and  bookkeeper,  discharging 
his  duties  in  this  dual  capacity  with  unmistakable 
efficiency.  He  has  received  high  commendation  for  his 
systematic  methods  and  favorable  criticism  on  account 
of  the  conservative  policies  which  he  advocates  and 
which  have  had  largely  to  do  with  making  this  institu- 
tion one  of  the  strongest  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
There  is  no  detail  too  small  to  receive  his  closest  atten- 
tion and  he  ever  carefully  guards  the  interests  of  the 
depositors  of  the  bank.  At  the  same  time  he  is 
progressive  and  after  he  has  convinced  himself  of  the 
stability  of  a new  enterprise  and  the  sincerity  of  its 
promoters  he  is  willing  to  extend  credit  in  exchange 
for  unquestionable  security  and  has  in  that  way  done 
valuable  service  in  promoting  the  growth  and  expan- 
sion of  Graceville  and  its  surrounding  districts. 

In  October,  1884,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Eva  Hodges,  a daughter  of  Henry  H.  and 
Julia  Hodges,  of  Lumkin,  Georgia,  and  of  this  union 
were  born  seven  children : Mabel  L.,  the  wife  of  FI.  B. 
Grace,  of  Graceville ; Key,  deceased ; Woodvin,  who 
has  also  passed  away ; Lawrence  and  Eva  Mae,  Nellie 
Pauline  and  Allan  Fred,  all  at  home.  In  his  religious 
affiliations  Mr.  Davis  is  a Methodist  while  his  wife 
gives  her  allegiance  to  the  Baptist  denomination. 
Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Woodman  Circle. 
His  political  views  incline  toward  the  democratic 
party,  to  the  measures  and  candidates  of  which  he  gives 
his  support.  During  his  residence  in  Dothan,  Alabama, 
he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  town  and  also  was  a 
member  of  the  city  council  there.  A man  of  more  than 
average  ability,  he  has  won  for  himself  a substantial 
position  among  the  citizens  of  Graceville  and  has  also 
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done  much  to  bring  about  the  prevailing  prosperous 
conditions,  and  his  life  work  is  to  be  reckoned  with 
as  a valuable  factor  in  general  advancement.  He  is 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  wherever  known  not 
only  for  the  success  which  he  has  achieved  but  even 
more  so  on  account  of  his  qualities  of  character  which 
have  made  this  success  possible. 


THOMAS  WILLIAM  HANEY. 

Thomas  William  Haney,  chief  of  the  Jacksonville 
fire  department,  was  born  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Decem- 
ber i,  i860,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Gunn)  Haney,  the  former  a native  of  Ireland  and  the 
latter  of  New  Jersey.  In  1856  they  removed  to 
Georgia,  settling  in  Atlanta.  The  father  was  a black- 
smith, having  learned  his  trade  in  Cramp’s  shipyard  in 
Philadelphia.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a 
locomotive  engineer  on  what  was  then  known  as  the 
State  Railroad.  He  was  a refugee  during  a part  of 
the  struggle  and  went  to  Pennsylvania,  but  in  1867 
returned  to  Atlanta,  where  he  passed  away  in  1901. 
For  three  years  he  served  as  chief  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  that  city.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1907. 
In  their  family  were  three  sons  and  five  daughters. 
The  eldest,  Henry  P.  Haney,  fired  a wood  passenger 
engine  on  the  train  that  captured  Anderson’s  raiders 
in  the  Civil  war.  He  is  now  a resident  of  Lithia 
Springs,  Georgia,  having  been  retired  by  the  city  of 
Atlanta  as  first  assistant  chief  of  the  fire  department. 
The  second  of  the  family  was  George  W.  Haney,  now 
deceased,  who  served  as  chief  of  the  Atlanta  fire  de- 
partment for  two  years.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Webb,  of  Atlanta, 
is  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  the  others  still  living 
are,  Thomas  W.  and  Jane  Ellen,  the  latter  making  her 
home  with  her  brother  Thomas. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  T.  W.  Haney 
pursued  his  education  and  afterward  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  molder's  trade  in  the  shops  of  the 
Western  & Atlantic  Railroad.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  joined  the  volunteer  fire  department  of 
Atlanta  and  at  the  organization  of  the  paid  fire  depart- 
ment, on  the  1st  of  July,  1882,  he  was  made  fore- 
man of  the  headquarters,  which  position  he  held 
until  offered  the  position  of  chief  of  the  Jacksonville 
fire  department  on  the  5th  of  September,  1892.  He 
has  since  occupied  that  position  and  in  the  intervening 
period  of  twenty-one  years  has  made  a splendid  record. 
It  is  only  at  times  when  the  people  have  to  fight  the 
fire  fiend  that  they  awaken  to  a realization  of  just  how 
important  is  the  department  to  which  they  must  look 
for  protection.  Under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Haney  the 
work  of  the  Jacksonville  department  has  been  most 


carefully  systematized,  so  that  the  most  potent  results 
are  secured  at  the  least  possible  expenditure  of  time 
and  effort.  He  was  at  the  head  of  the  fire  companies 
at  the  time  of  the  terrible  conflagration  in  May,  1901, 
which  in  less  than  eight  hours  burned  over  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  city  squares.  His  work  on  that  occasion 
was  favorably  commented  upon  both  far  and  near. 
He  seemed  an  almost  omnipresent  spirit,  guiding  and 
directing  the  work  that  was  done  to  stay  the  flames 
in  a conflagration  almost  unparalleled  in  its  intensity 
in  the  period  over  which  it  lasted.  He  has  been  instru- 
mental in  introducing  much  improved  fire-fighting  ap- 
paratus and  most  thorough  drills  are  maintained  among 
the  men,  the  whole  department  having  reached  a high 
standard  of  efficiency.  Mr.  Haney  is  a member  and 
vice  president  of  the  International  Association  of  Fire 
Engineers,  the  largest  organization  of  the  kind  in  the 
world,  and  his  opinions  upon  the  most  practical  and 
effective  methods  of  fighting  fires  are  largely  accepted 
as  authority. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1893,  Mr.  Haney  was 
married  to  Miss  Bessie  Melville  Smith,  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  they  have  a son  and  daughter,  Harry  and 
Mary  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Haney  is  a life  member  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  in  which  he  has 
been  honored  with  the  office  of  exalted  ruler.  His 
acquaintance  is  wide,  his  friends  are  many  and  he 
stands  among  the  foremost  citizens  of  Jacksonville, 
where  for  twenty-one  years  he  has  filled  a most  im- 
portant position  in  the  public  service. 


FREDERICK  W.  JOHNSON. 

Frederick  W.  Johnson,  one  of  the  old-time  residents 
of  Key  West  and  at  present  serving  with  credit  and 
ability  as  deputy  United  States  marshal  for  the  south- 
ern district  of  Florida,  was  born  at  old  Fort  Fanning, 
on  the  Suwanee  river,  November  12,  1842.  He  is  a 
son  of  James  A.  and  Laura  A.  (Denison)  Johnson, 
natives  of  New  York,  both  of  whom  have  passed  away. 
The  father  was  a graduate  of  the  Albany  Medical 
College  and  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  active  and 
prominent  physicians  of  Key  West,  practicing  his  pro- 
fession until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1858.  His 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in  1878. 

Frederick  W.  fohnson  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents 
of  Key  West,  having  been  brought  to  the  city  by  his 
parents  when  he  was  still  an  infant  and  having  here 
resided  since  that  time.  He  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  after  attaining  manhood  turned 
his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits,  forming  a partner- 
ship with  the  late  Jeremiah  Fogarty,  the  father  of  Dr. 
I.  N.  Fogarty,  the  present  mayor  of  Key  West.  Under 
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the  firm  name  of  Fogarty  & Johnson  they  conducted 
one  of  the  largest  mercantile  establishments  in  the 
city  for  fourteen  years,  building  up  a large  and  lucrative 
patronage  and  eventually  controlling  an  important 
trade.  From  1872  to  1876  Mr.  Johnson  was  clerk  in 
the  seventh  district  lighthouse  service  and  afterward 
continued  active  in  the  conduct  of  his  personal  affairs 
until  August  1,  1898,  when  he  was  appointed  deputy 
United  States  marshal  for  the  southern  district  of 
Florida,  serving  under  United  States  Marshal  John  F. 
Horr.  He  has  since  held  this  position  and  has  proved 
able,  conscientious  and  public-spirited  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1869,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  E.  Packer,  who  died  April 
1,  1891,  leaving  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  still 
living,  as  follows : Fannie  R.,  the  wife  of  Charles  M. 
Brown;  James  L.,  cashier  of  the  Island  City  National 
Bank;  Laura  M. ; Emma  R.,  who  married  Gustavo 
Ayala;  Wilbur  P.,  and  F.  Raymond.  Mr.  Johnson  is 
a member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church  and  frater- 
nally is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  holding 
membership  in  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery. 
Few  men  in  Key  West  are  more  widely  and  favorably 
known  than  he,  for  he  has  spent  practically  his  entire 
life  here  and  his  industry,  integrity  and  straightfor- 
ward dealing  have  won  him  the  respect,  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him. 


WALTER  B.  CAMPBELL. 

Owning  a valuable  orange  grove  of  twenty  acres 
near  Crescent  City,  Florida,  Walter  B.  Campbell 
quietly  and  unassumingly  pursues  his  purpose  and, 
avoiding  anything  akin  to  public  recognition,  does 
much  for  the  general  development  and  advancement 
of  his  city  and  district  in  an  unostentatious  way,  con- 
tributing by  his  labors  to  material  upbuilding  and  giv- 
ing his  support  to  all  such  movements  that  have  for 
their  object  the  moral  uplift  of  the  people.  Imbued, 
however,  with  an  appreciation  of  his  obligation  as  a 
citizen,  he  has  never  avoided  public  office  when  it  has 
sought  him  and  when  he  believed  that  he  could  do 
good  by  his  efforts.  For  seven  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  council  of  Crescent  City,  acting  during 
much  of  that  time  as  president  thereof  and  also  tempo- 
rarily as  mayor,  and  in  his  quiet  way  he  has  done 
much  to  curb  the  lawless  element,  while  in  his  decided 
opposition  to  the  liquor  traffic  he  has  done  valiant 
service  in  regulating  and  abrogating  this  evil.  Yet 
he  is  not  a man  of  narrow  mind  but  brings  to  every 
question  that  wide  understanding  which  comes  from 
contact  with  all  classes  of  people  and  from  a love  for 


studying  books  and  conditions  as  they  exist  and  as 
they  can  be  improved. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  a native  of  South  Carolina,  where 
he  was  born  on  a farm  near  Conway,  October  10, 
1858,  a son  of  Dr.  Duncan  B.  and  Plelen  (Boyd) 
Campbell,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  the  former  born 
in  Chesterfield  county  and  the  latter  claiming  the 
same  birthplace  as  her  son.  The  father  spent  part  of 
his  life  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  superintending  his 
father’s  plantation,  but  later  studied  medicine  at 
Augusta,  Georgia,  and  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  com- 
pleting his  course  at  Augusta.  He  practiced  his  pro- 
fession for  the  rest  of  his  life  and  became  known  as 
one  of  the  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of  his 
part  of  the  state.  Both  parents  passed  away  in  South 
Carolina. 

Walter  B.  Campbell  is  one  of  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  old- 
est daughter  and  the  youngest  son  have  passed  away. 
Susan,  the  surviving  sister  of  our  subject,  is  the  wife 
of  J.  B.  Smith,  of  Lakeland,  Florida.  W.  B.  Camp- 
bell resided  in  South  Carolina  with  his  parents  until 
he  had  completed  his  high-school  course,  at  which 
time  he  set  out  upon  an  extensive  trip,  intending  to 
visit  Florida,  the  West  Indies  and  part  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley.  After  reaching  this  state,  however,  he 
became  so  interested  in  orange  growing  that  he  gave 
up  his  original  plans  and  has  since  made  his  home  in 
the  Crescent  City  district,  residing  for  the  past  seven 
years  in  the  city.  Although  he  has  interests  in  other 
counties  he  has  remained  here,  giving  most  of  his 
attention  to  twenty  acres  of  land  which  is  planted  to 
oranges  and  other  citrus  fruits.  He  has  made  his 
home  in  this  locality  for  nearly  thirty  years,  coming 
to  Florida  in  1883,  and  as  the  years  have  come  and 
gone  he  has  prospered  and  is  now  numbered  among 
the  substantial  men  of  the  community.  Since  taking 
up  his  residence  in  Crescent  City,  covering  a period  of 
seven  years,  he  has  efficiently  served  on  the  city  coun- 
cil and  has  promoted  or  incorporated  many  measures 
which  have  greatly  benefited  the  city.  Idis  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  democratic  party  but  he  is  not 
iron-bound  to  all  its  proposals  or  candidates  and  often 
prefers  to  use  his  own  judgment  in  his  support  of  men 
and  measures.  A man  who  is  deeply  interested  in 
sociological  problems,  he  has  given  much  time  and 
thought  to  the  liquor  problem  and  has  done  much  in 
his  part  of  the  state  to  curb  its  traffic  and  to  elimi- 
nate contributory  evils.  He  has  always  been  a cham- 
pion of  good  roads,  and  every  measure  which  will 
help  to  upbuild  the  country  and  promote  its  prosperity 
receives  his  support.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason, 
holding  membership  in  Lake  Lodge,  No.  72,  of  Cres- 
cent City,  and  having  served  for  several  terms  as 
secretary  of  the  lodge.  Although  he  does  not  affiliate 
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with  any  particular  denomination  he  is  a Christian  in 
the  true  sense  of  the  word  and  gives  his  moral  and 
material  support  to  the  various  churches  which  he 
esteems  equally  high  in  their  beneficent  influence  upon 
humanity.  Since  moving  into  the  city  he  has  lived 
quietly  at  the  Turner  House,  surrounded  by  his  books, 
from  which  he  gleans  new  thoughts  and  ideas  and 
which  are  to  him  a great  source  of  pleasure.  Although 
as  president  of  the  city  council  Mr.  Campbell  has  acted 
as  mayor  of  the  city  on  a number  of  occasions,  he 
has  repeatedly  refused  to  become  a candidate  for 
that  office.  Conscious  of  his  obligation  towards  his 
fellowmen,  he  is  making  a life  record  to  which  one 
turns  with  a feeling  of  thankfulness  in  this  age  of  dol- 
lar achievement.  Free  from  the  insane  desire  to 
become  wealthy,  he  leads  a life  in  which  ideal  pur- 
pose and  material  success  are  evenly  balanced,  a 
life  which  is  an  example  of  straightforwardness  and 
a record  of  a man  of  probity  and  honor — a gentle- 
man. 


THEODORE  V.  MOORE. 

Theodore  V.  Moore,  who  for  twenty-two  years  has 
been  so  extensively  and  prominently  connected  with 
pineapple-growing  interests  in  Florida  that  he  is  some- 
times called  the  “Pineapple  King,”  has  since  1902  been 
a resident  of  Miami  and  a force  in  the  industrial  and 
general  business  development  of  that  city  and  of  Dade 
county.  He  is  interested  in  the  cultivation  of  all  kinds 
of  citrus  fruits  and  has  given  close  and  exhaustive 
study  to  the  subject,  his  opinions  being  considered 
authoritative  and  being  often  quoted  as  standard.  He 
was  born  in  Person  county,  North  Carolina,  October 
14,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  the  Rev.  Theophilus  W. 
Moore,  a Methodist  clergyman  and  an  author  of  great 
power  and  ability.  The  father  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  and  from  that  state  enlisted  for  the  Civil 
war,  serving  as  chaplain  of  the  Twenty-third  North 
Carolina  Regiment.  He  came  to  Florida  in  the  early 
’70s  as  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  St.  Johns  river  dis- 
trict and  he  there  developed  a large  orange  grove, 
afterward  giving  a great  deal  of  his  time  to  fruit  cul- 
tivation. He  was  the  author  of  a book  on  orange 
culture  which,  it  is  believed,  was  the  first  of  its  kind 
ever  published  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  passed 
through  four  editions  and  had  a wide  sale.  In  addi- 
tion he  was  the  author  of  “The  Book  of  Revelations” 
and  a “Commentary  on  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,” 
both  valuable  additions  to  theological  literature.  He 
was  for  some  time  connected  prominently  with  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  south,  having  been  one  of  the 
original  three  trustees  of  Emory  College  in  Oxford, 


Georgia,  and  at  one  time  president  of  the  old  Leesburg 
College  in  Leesburg,  Florida.  His  wife  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Mary  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Smith,  a Presbyterian  clergyman.  She  passed 
away  in  Leesburg.  The  Moore  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  America  and  has  a distinguished  history 
since  its  foundation  in  the  United  States.  It  is  of  old 
North  Carolina  Revolutionary  stock,  Mr.  Moore’s 
paternal  grandfather  having  been  Dr.  Portius  Moore, 
a physician,  who  was  a son  of  Stephen  Moore,  a son 
of  John  Moore,  who  was  a descendant  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  of  Fawley,  Berkshire,  England,  and  who  was 
created  a knight  on  the  21st  of  May,  1627,  by  King 
Charles  I.  In  the  mother  country  the  Moore  family 
bear  a coat  of  arms,  to  which  the  representatives  of 
the  American  branch  are  also  entitled.  John  Moore, 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  came  from  England  to  America  and  became 
a prominent  and  influential  merchant  and  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  New  York  city,  serving  as  colonel 
of  one  of  the  city  regiments  and  also  as  a member  of 
His  Majesty’s  Council.  Elis  home  in  New  York,  at 
the  corner  of  Moore  and  Front  streets,  was  the  larg- 
est residence  in  the  city  at  that  time.  This  same  John 
Moore  was  once  the  owner  of  the  present  site  of  West 
Point,  New  York,  a property  which  was  inherited  by 
his  son,  Stephen  Moore,  who  sold  it  to  the  United 
States  government  for  ten  thousand  dollars.  Stephen 
Moore  later  served  as  colonel  of  a regiment  under 
General  Gates  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Theodore  V.  Moore  of  this  review  came  to  Florida 
in  the  early  ’70s  with  his  parents  but  afterward  re- 
turned to  North  Carolina,  where  he  attended  a mil- 
itary academy  at  Oxford.  In  1891  he  again  took  up 
his  residence  in  this  state,  locating  on  the  Indian  river, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  his  name  has  been  promi- 
nently linked  with  the  development  of  the  pineapple 
industry  on  the  lower  Florida  east  coast.  In  October, 
1902,  he  came  to  Dade  county  and  since  that  date  has 
resided  in  Miami,  giving  his  attention  largely  to  pine- 
apple  growing.  He  is  not  only  one  of  the  original 
developers  of  the  industry  in  Dade  county  but  he  is 
today  the  largest  grower  of  the  fruit  in  the  county  and 
one  of  the  largest  individual  pineapple  growers  in  the 
state  of  Florida.  He  has  now  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Dade  county  devoted  exclusively  to  pineapples 
and  raises  upon  this  property  fruit  of  a high  quality. 
In  addition  he  is  one  of  the  leading  tomato  growers 
on  the  lower  coast  and  is  also  extensively  interested 
in  raising  grapefruit,  having  a fifty  acres  bearing 
grove  near  Buena  Vista.  His  labors  during  the  years 
of  his  active  career  have  been  important,  not  alone  as 
factors  in  his  own  prosperity,  but  also  as  elements  in 
the  development  of  one  of  the  greatest  industries  in 
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Florida,  and  to  him  the  state  owes  a debt  of  gratitude 
for  the  able,  effective  and  far-sighted  work  he  has 
accomplished  along  the  line  of  fruit  cultivation. 

On  July  31,  1895,  Mr.  Moore  married  Miss  Mary 
Sorensen,  who  at  that  time  resided  in  Jensen,  on  the 
Indian  river,  but  who  was  born  in  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia.  Mrs.  Moore  is  of  Danish  descent,  her  par- 
ents having  been  born  in  Denmark.  They  were,  how- 
ever, married  in  Wheeling  and  afterward  moved  to 
Alabama,  thence  to  Colorado  and  afterward  to  Flor- 
ida, Mrs.  Moore  having  acquired  her  education  in 
these  three  states.  After  completing  the  prescribed 
public-school  course  she  entered  St.  Joseph’s  convent 
in  St.  Augustine  and  is  a graduate  of  that  institution. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  three  children:  Theophilus 
Wilson,  born  June  1,  1896,  who  is  now  a student  at  the 
Webb  school  at  Bellbuckle,  Tennessee;  Mary  Pauline, 
born  November  23,  1897;  and  Theodore  Vivian,  Jr., 
born  February  26,  1906.  Mrs.  Moore  was  for  two 
years  president  of  the  Miami  Women’s  Club  and  is 
prominent  in  church  and  social  circles  in  the  city. 

For  many  years  past  Mr.  Moore  has  been  a prom- 
inent and  influential  member  of  the  Miami  Board  of 
Trade,  served  as  its  president  for  two  terms  and  is  at 
present  chairman  of  the  rivers  and  harbors  committee. 
By  reason  of  his  connection  with  the  pineapple  and 
citrus  fruit-growing  industry  and  also  by  reason  of  his 
special  qualifications  for  the  duty,  he  is  frequently 
called  upon  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  go  to  Washing- 
ton and  appear  before  the  congressional  committees  in 
the  interests  of  Miami  and  Dade  county.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Elks.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  is  prominent  in  this  field  of  labor  as  in 
all  others  which  claim  his  interest.  He  represented  St. 
John  county  in  the  state  legislature  in  1889,  attend- 
ing both  the  regular  and  special  sessions,  and  his 
political  career  has  been  distinguished  by  broad- 
minded, able  and  far-sighted  work  in  the  public  serv- 
ice. A man  of  enterprise,  energy  and  determination, 
modern  in  his  ideas  and  progressive  in  his  standards, 
he  has  for  many  years  wrought  along  constructive  lines 
of  development  and  has  left  the  impress  of  his  work 
and  personality  upon  the  expansion  of  one  of  the 
greatest  industries  in  the  state  of  Florida. 


ROBERT  JACKSON  KNIGHT. 

Robert  Jackson  Knight  is  the  owner  of  Del  Oro 
Groves,  near  Clearwater,  where  he  has  three  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land  upon  which  is  a grove  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  grapefruit,  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  entire  state.  The  excellent  appearance 
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of  this  place  and  the  many  improvements  upon  it 
indicate  the  enterprising  and  progressive  spirit  of  Mr. 
Knight,  who  became  a resident  of  this  locality  in  1908. 
He  was  born  in  Lowndes  county,  Georgia,  May  5,  1865, 
and  is  a son  of  William  Jackson  and  Nancy  (Knight) 
Knight,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  state  as  were 
their  parents.  The  great-grandfather,  W.  A.  Knight, 
was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  his  father,  John 
Knight,  who  was  reared  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  W.  A.  Knight 
became  prominent  in  public  affairs  of  the  locality  in 
which  he  lived  and  served  as  a member  of  the  state 
legislature  for  several  years,  while  others  of  the  family 
became  leaders  in  state  politics.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  cousins  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Georgia.  The  father,  who  was  a millwright  by  trade, 
developed  many  water  power  mills  and  throughout 
his  active  life  engaged  in  building  mills  in  Georgia. 
The  family  numbered  four  children : Amanda,  de- 
ceased ; Robert  J. ; Mrs.  Louise  K.  Paul,  a widow  resid- 
ing in  Bayview,  and  W.  C.,  of  Clearwater. 

Robert  J.  Knight  was  reared  and  educated  in  Georgia 
and  remained  a resident  of  that  state  until  about 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when  in  1893  he  removed 
to  Alachua  county,  Florida,  and  became  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Crawford,  Knight  & Company,  naval  store 
operators.  Three  years  later  he  purchased  his  part- 
ners’ interests  and  conducted  the  business  under  his 
own  name  for  about  two  years,  when  the  storm  that 
spread  the  Suwanee  river  beyond  its  banks  destroyed 
his  business.  He  then  removed  to  Crystal  River,  where 
he  again  became  a dealer  in  naval  stores  but  disposed 
of  his  productive  interests  in  September,  1912,  although 
he  retained  about  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
there.  In  1907  he  purchased  what  was  known  as  the 
Frank  G.  Sampson  lemon  grove  but  supplanted  the 
lemons  with  grapefruit.  This  place  is  pleasantly  and 
conveniently  situated  six  miles  due  east  of  Clearwater 
on  “old  Tampa  bay.”  In  December,  1908,  he  brought 
his  family  to  this  place  and  has  here  since  made  his 
home,  having  a tract  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  is 
planted  to  citrus  fruits,  one-hundred  and  thirty  acres 
being  given  to  the  cultivation  of  grapefruit  while  the 
remainder  is  in  oranges.  He  has  the  largest  grapefruit 
grove  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  one  of  the  most 
extensive  in  Florida.  His  entire  attention  is  given  to 
the  development  of  his  groves  and  he  shipped  twenty 
thousand  boxes  of  fruit  in  the  season  of  1912-13.  As 
the  grove  grows  older  his  shipment  will  reach  fully 
fifty  thousand  boxes  annually.  His  trees  present  an 
excellent  appearance,  showing  that  they  are  in  healthy 
condition,  and  the  fruit  raised  is  of  fine  size,  quality 
and  variety.  Mr.  Knight  has  made  many  improve- 
ments upon  his  place  and  has  recently  erected  a fine 
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residence.  Fie  is  delighted  with  the  section  in  which 
he  has  located  and  in  addition  to  his  holdings  here  he 
has  extensive  timber  interests  in  Citrus  and  Hernando 
counties.  He  employs  on  an  average  of  twenty-five 
men  to  assist  in  the  development  and  care  of  the  grove 
and  the  picking  and  packing  of  fruit  upon  his  place, 
and  the  golden  color  of  the  fruit  suggests  the  name  by 
which  the  place  is  known — Del  Oro  Groves.  He  is  also 
the  president  of  the  Del  Oro  Transportation  Company, 
Incorporated,  a boat  line  that  runs  from  his  place  and 
other  points  on  Tampa  Bay  and  connects  with  the 
railroads  at  Tampa  and  Port  Tampa. 

In  December,  1899,  Mr.  Knight  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  May  Bennett,  of  Crystal  River,  Florida,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  J.  D.  and  Luella  A.  (Huron)  Bennett, 
the  former  a native  of  Missouri  and  the  latter  of 
Indiana.  The  father  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Crystal  River  for  twenty-eight  years  but  is  now 
living  retired,  he  and  his  wife  making  their  home  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight,  whose  seven  children  are : Robert 
Joseph,  Eloise,  Evalyn,  Nannie  Lou,  Ada,  Genevieve 
and  Roberta. 

Mr.  Knight  is  not  only  an  active,  energetic  and 
progressive  business  man  but  is  also  a public-spirited 
citizen,  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  general 
welfare.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Green  Springs 
school  board  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Bethel  Presbyterian  church  of  Bayview.  A self-made 
man,  he  started  out  in  the  business  world  empty- 
handed  but  has  gradually  worked  his  way  upward  and 
the  steps  in  his  orderly  progression  are  easily  discerni- 
ble. He  has  made  good  use  of  his  time,  talents  and 
opportunities  and  the  simple  weight  of  his  character 
and  ability  have  carried  him  into  important  business 
relations. 


JAMES  N.  JONES. 

James  N.  Jones,  manager  of  the  Miami  branch  of 
the  wholesale  grocery  business  conducted  by  the 
Baker  & Holmes  Company  of  Jacksonville  and  by 
virtue  of  his  position  and  the  strength  of  his  ability 
and  personality  a force  in  the  mercantile  development 
of  the  city,  is  a native  son  of  Florida,  born  in  Orange 
county,  February  27,  1884.  His  father,  James  M. 
Jones,  was  born  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  in  early 
manhood  came  to  Florida,  locating  in  Orange  county, 
where  he  followed  merchandising  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  January,  1909.  His  wife  was  in 
her  maidenhood  Miss  Dorma  Imogene  Mitchell.  She 
was  born  in  Georgia  and  now  makes  her  home  in 
Jacksonville. 


James  N.  Jones  was  reared  in  Orange  county  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools. 
In  1902  he  was  graduated  from  the  commercial 
department  of  the  John  B.  Stetson  University  at  De 
Land  and  for  one  year  thereafter  was  employed  in 
the  purchasing  department  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
at  Sanford.  Since  1905  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  Baker  & Holmes  Company,  wholesale  grocers  of 
Jacksonville,  having  been  in  that  year  made  manager 
of  the  Miami  branch,  which  he  himself  established. 
In  this  capacity  his  excellent  business  and  executive 
ability  has  been  called  forth  and  the  remarkable 
growth  of  the  concern  in  this  city  is  largely  due  to  him. 
Mr.  Jones  understands  the  theory  and  principle  of 
merchandising  and  has  secured  a liberal  patronage, 
accorded  to  him  in  recognition  of  his  straightforward 
methods  and  honorable  business  dealings. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Jones  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  at  present 
exalted  ruler  of  Miami  Lodge,  No.  948.  He  belongs 
to  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Tarpon  Club 
and  is  interested  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the 
city’s  welfare  and  upbuilding,  his  hearty  cooperation 
being  given  to  many  measures  calculated  to  promote 
the  material,  political  and  moral  interests  of  the 
community. 


GEORGE  A.  BEACH. 

George  A.  Beach  has  played  an  important  role  in 
the  development  of  the  Hastings  district  both  as  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  potato  farms  and 
in  connection  with  the  turpentine  business,  with 
which  he  has  been  identified  for  a number  of  years. 
He  was  born  in  Colleton  county,  South  Carolina, 
August  9,  1872,  a son  of  Austin  C.  and  Anna  (Utsey) 
Beach,  natives  of  South  Carolina  where  they  still 
reside,  making  their  home  in  the  county  where  our 
subject  was  born.  The  Beach  family  is  of  Scotch 
descent  and  some  of  its  representatives  came  to 
America  during  colonial  days.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Joseph  Beach,  rendered  dis- 
tinguished service  in  the  Civil  war  and  the  maternal 
grandfather,  William  Utsey,  was  a participant  of  the 
War  of  1812.  All  of  the  grandparents  were  natives 
of  South  Carolina  and  their  respective  families  were 
well  and  favorably  known  and  prominent  in  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  lived.  The  father  of  Mr.  Beach 
is  an  agriculturist  by  occupation  and  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  Colleton  county. 

George  A.  Beach,  who  is  the  eldest  member  of  a 
family  of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
all  are  married  with  the  exception  of  one  daughter 
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who  remains  at  home  with  her  parents  and  another 
who  has  passed  away,  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  attended  the  district  schools  near  his 
father's  farm  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education. 
He  remained  at  home  until  October,  1896,  assisting 
his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  until  the 
time  when  he  came  to  Florida.  Upon  arriving  in  this 
state  he  first  located  in  Alachua  county,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years,  going  thence  to  Osceola 
county  and  remaining  there  for  six  years,  after  which 
he  came  to  St.  John  county.  For  sixteen  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  turpentine  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Pudgett  & Beach,  the  business  being 
located  first  at  Hague,  Florida,  and  subsequently 
removing  to  Kissimmee.  Another  removal  was  made 
to  South  Carolina,  where  the  firm  continued  its  opera- 
tions for  a half  year,  when  they  located  at  Gainesville, 
Florida,  coming  thence  to  Hastings,  in  which  city 
Mr.  Beach  has  been  in  business  independently.  He 
owns  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres  at  Spuds 
Station,  of  which  he  has  cleared  one  hundred  acres 
which  has  been  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation 
and  is  devoted  to  potato  growing.  Since  locating 
upon  his  place  in  the  Hastings  district  Mr.  Beach  has 
made  important  and  substantial  improvements  and 
instituted  such  equipment  and  conveniences  as  are 
deemed  essential  to  agriculture  along  modern  and 
scientific  lines.  He  owns  today  one  of  the  finest 
places  in  the  district,  having  expended  over  twenty 
thousand  dollars  upon  his  farm.  He  thereon  erected 
an  eight-room  modern  house  which  is  surrounded  by 
attractive  grounds  and  is  considered  the  most  com- 
plete in  the  neighborhood.  He  built  upon  his  place  a 
turpentine  still  with  twenty-five  barrels  capacity, 
making  rosin  and  spirits  from  his  own  trees  and  also 
from  timber  tracts  which  he  leases.  He  manufactures 
about  three  hundred  barrels  of  spirits,  fifty-two  gal- 
lons to  the  barrel,  and  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of 
rosin,  deriving  a substantial  income  from  this  enter- 
prise. His  potato  crop  is  followed  in  rotation  by 
corn  and  peas,  peas  alternating  with  hay,  and  his 
lands  yield  him  three  crops  annually.  He  makes 
stock-raising  an  important  feature  of  his  farming 
pursuits  and  annually  sells  about  one  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  hogs  which  he  raises  on  his  waste.  In  all  of 
his  agricultural  pursuits  he  practices  economy  and 
employs  intensive  methods.  His  farm  is  well  drained 
and  ditched  and  is  fenced  into  convenient  fields. 
Four  artesian  wells  give  the  necessary  water  supply. 
Mr.  Beach  is  also  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
conducting  business  under  the  name  of  Beach 
Brothers  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  A.  K. 
Beach,  who  manages  the  enterprise  which  is  located 
at  Walterboro,  South  Carolina.  He  also  owns  one 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  near  that  place,  in 


Colleton  county,  eighteen  acres  of  which  border  on 
the  city  limits.  Mr.  Beach  still  owns  in  connection 
with  Mr.  Pudgett  fifty-two  thousand  tons  of  phos- 
phate rock  in  western  Florida,  from  which  source  he 
expects  to  receive  valuable  returns  in  the  near  future. 
At  one  time  in  partnership  with  the  same  gentleman 
he  sold  the  land  on  which  now  stands  the  Old  Soldiers’ 
Home  at  St.  Cloud,  Florida.  He  has,  in  his  various 
activities,  been  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the 
prosperous  conditions  which  prevail  in  this  district 
and  while  he  has  attained  to  prosperity  has  been  a 
constructive  factor  in  the  development  here. 

On  December  28,  1899,  Mr.  Beach  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Celia  I.  Osteen,  a native  of  Alachua 
county,  Florida,  and  a daughter  of  Miles  Osteen,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  Osteen, 
Anna,  Rachel,  Pudgett,  George  and  Adrien,  all  natives 
of  Florida.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  South,  to  which  they  give  their 
active  support.  Interested  in  all  matters  of  public 
importance,  Mr.  Beach  has  become  a prominent  man 
in  the  locality  in  which  he  resides  although  he  has 
never  cared  to  accept  public  office.  His  work  along 
various  lines  of  endeavor  has  been  of  far-reaching 
value  in  building  up  the  Hastings  district  and  his 
personal  success,  which  makes  him  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  men  of  the  neighborhood,  is  highly  merited  and 
well  earned. 


WILLIAM  ROWLAND. 

In  the  seventy-five  years  which  his  life  span  has 
covered  William  Rowland  has  had  varied  experiences, 
has  seen  much  and  experienced  much  and  has  learned 
life's  lessons  well.  Fie  is  now  devoting  his  attention 
to  orange  culture  and  is  owner  of  an  excellent  prop- 
erty, including  good  groves  in  the  vicinity  of  Clear- 
water. He  was  born  in  the  little  rock-ribbed  country 
of  Wales  in  1838,  a son  of  Reece  and  Mary  (Williams) 
Rowland,  who  were  also  natives  of  Wales,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives,  the  father  follow- 
ing the  occupation  of  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  his  son  William  was  about  six  years 
of  age.  The  family  numbered  four  children : Mar- 

garet, who  died  in  Wales ; Morgan,  living  in  that 
country;  William,  of  this  review;  and  Thomas,  who 
died  in  Alabama. 

William  Rowland  spent  his  youthful  days  in  his 
native  land,  acquiring  his  education  there,  and  when 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  sailed  for  the  United 
States  in  1861,  making  his  way  to  Johnstown,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  worked  in  the  coal  mines.  With 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  his  patriotic  spirit  was 
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aroused  in  defense  of  his  adopted  country  and  he 
joined  the  Union  army  in  response  to  the  first  call 
for  men  to  serve  for  three  years  and  became  a member 
of  Company  A,  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
known  as  the  Johnstown  Zouaves.  He  was  on  active 
duty  for  three  years  and  while  guarding  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio  Railroad  at  Flarpers  Ferry  was  shot  in  the 
right  arm,  which  necessitated  the  removal  of  four 
inches  of  both  of  the  bones  in  the  lower  right  arm. 
He  was  in  the  hospital  for  a year  and  after  the  war 
received  private  treatment  in  Philadelphia  for  a year 
at  the  Soldiers’  Home.  He  was  afterward  employed 
as  a private  watchman  for  two  years  and  later  spent 
fifteen  years  as  a watchman  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Rowland  came  to  Florida  in  1883,  making  his 
way  to  Jacksonville  and  thence  to  Green  Cove  Springs. 
He  afterward  spent  eight  years  at  Tampa  and  for  twen- 
ty-seven years  has  resided  upon  his  present  place  of 
eighty  acres  near  Clearwater.  He  has  planted  ten 
acres  to  oranges,  which  are  now  in  excellent  bearing- 
condition,  and  his  whole  time  is  given  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  care  of  his  trees.  PTis  home  is  situated  mid- 
way between  Clearwater  and  Dunedin.  He  has 
invested  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars  in  improve- 
ments on  this  place,  which  is  now  one  of  the  fine  prop- 
erties on  the  Pinellas  peninsula.  He  has  been  offered 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  but  has  refused  it. 

Since  becoming  a naturalized  American  citizen,  Mr. 
Rowland  has  been  a supporter  of  the  republican  party, 
believing  firmly  in  its  principles,  but  has  never  sought 
nor  desired  public  office.  He  has  held  membership 
with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  is  an  Epis- 
copalian in  his  religious  belief.  He  has  become  a 
great  lover  of  the  south  since  locating  here,  enjoying 
its  balmy  climate,  as  well  as  the  many  natural  advan- 
tages and  beauties  of  the  district. 


CLARENCE  A.  BOSWELL. 

The  Polk  county  bar  boasts  no  more  able,  far-sighted 
and  successful  representative  than  Clarence  A.  Bos- 
well, practicing  at  Bartow  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Wilson  & Boswell.  Honors  have  come  to  him  in  the 
course  of  years,  all  well  deserved  and  worthily  used, 
his  service  as  county  judge  and  city  attorney  placing 
him  in  the  front  ranks  of  efficient  public  servants.  His 
work  has  been  at  all  times,  capable,  progressive  and 
far-reaching  in  its  results  and  his  activities  are  des- 
tined to  form  an  important  part  of  the  judicial  and 
legal  history  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Boswell  has  lived  in  Florida  since  1886  but  is 
a native  of  Alabama,  born  in  Lee  county,  October  12, 


1869,  his  parents  being  William  and  Achesa  (Scott) 
Boswell,  the  former  a successful  merchant  and  a min- 
ister in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South.  Their 
son  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  community  where  he  remained  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  old,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
Florida,  settling  in  Lakeland  in  1886.  He  took  up  the 
study  of  law,  reading  in  the  office  of  a local  firm  and 
in  1897  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  beginning  in  the  same 
year  his  active  professional  career.  In  January  he 
opened  an  office  in  Bartow  and  was  successful  from 
the  first,  securing  a large  and  lucrative  practice  in 
recognition  of  his  ability  and  knowledge.  He  contin- 
ued so  for  one  year  and  then,  in  1898,  formed  a part- 
nership with  Solon  G.  Wilson,  an  association  which 
has  existed  since  that  time.  The  firm  has  become  one 
of  the  strongest  in  the  city  and  is  connected  through 
its  practice  with  much  of  the  important  litigation  tried 
in  the  courts  of  the  section.  Mr.  Boswell  has  become 
known  as  a strong  and  able  lawyer,  well  versed  in  the 
underlying  principles  of  his  profession,  and  able  and 
forceful  in  his  application  of  them.  He  is  devoted 
to  his  clients’  interests  and  has  won  many  a hotly  con- 
tested legal  battle,  his  present  success  having  a solid 
foundation  of  former  work  well  done.  lie  has  taken 
a very  active  part  in  public  affairs,  his  ability  in  his 
profession  winning  wide-spread  appreciation  and  rec- 
ognition in  his  election  to  important  offices  along 
legal  lines.  In  1896  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  county 
court,  and  at  the  end  of  his  first  term  was  reelected, 
serving  in  all  eight  years.  He  proved  impartial,  just 
and  discriminating  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and 
in  every  way  dignified  and  elevated  the  office  he  held. 
He  has  been  city  attorney  of  Bartow  for  the  past  ten 
years,  the  length  of  his  service  proving  the  high  qual- 
ity of  his  work  and  its  acceptability  to  the  general  pub- 
lic. A man  of  comprehensive  general  knowledge  and 
exhaustive  legal  learning  he  has  made  the  best  pos- 
sible use  of  his  time  and  opportunities  and  his  powers 
have  continually  developed,  his  high  standards  as  well 
as  his  definite  accomplishments  placing  him  today  in 
the  front  ranks  of  capable  lawyers  and  public-spirited 
citizens. 

Mr.  Boswell  married  Miss  Susan  Hood  of  Bartow,  a 
daughter  of  William  Flood,  a professor  in  Summerlin 
Institute.  They  have  three  children:  Clarence  A.,  Jr., 
Martha  Eugenia,  and  Francis. 

Mr.  Boswell  is  connected  with  business  interests 
of  Bartow  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
as  secretary  of  the  Angle  Furniture  Company.  He  is 
in  addition  a director  in  the  State  Bank  of  Zephyr 
Hills,  Florida.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  holds  membership  in  the 
lodge,  chapter  and  commandery,  and  he  is  past  master 
of  the  Masonic  lodge  and  past  chancellor  in  the  Knights 


CLARENCE  A.  BOSWELL 


FLORIDA 


497 


of  Pythias.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South 
of  which  he  has  been  for  the  past  sixteen  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  stewards.  He  is  recognized  as  a 
substantial  and  representative  citizen  by  those  with 
whom  he  has  long  been  associated  and  one  who,  since 
his  arrival  in  Bartow,  has  been  deeply  and  actively 
interested  in  the  material,  political  and  moral  wel- 
fare of  the  community. 


HON.  JOHN  H.  HARP. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  Putnam 
county  is  the  Hon.  John  H.  Harp,  actively  and  suc- 
cessfully connected  with  agricultural  and  horticultural 
interests,  and  at  the  same  time  a recognized  leader  in 
political  circles.  His  work  along  various  lines  has 
been  of  far-reaching  effect  and  importance  and  the 
public  has  been  a direct  beneficiary.  He  was  born  in 
Crawford,  Georgia,  near  Knoxville,  January  21,  1845, 
a son  of  Martin  L.  and  Sarah  (Horsley)  Harp.  The 
father's  birth  occurred  in  Baldwin  county,  Georgia, 
and  the  mother  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  that  state. 
They  removed  to  Texas  about  1880  and  both  died  at 
Atlanta,  Texas.  Mr.  Harp  was  eighty-six  years  of 
age  and  his  wife  was  sixty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
life-long  farmer.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  one  of  three  boys,  brothers,  who  landed 
at  Jamestown,  Virginia,  in  colonial  days,  and  he  was 
there  bound  out,  being  an  orphan.  Tradition  has  it 
that  his  father  was  one  of  Bonaparte’s  marshals,  that 
his  name  was  Learp,  and  that  when  Napoleon  was 
defeated  he  fled  the  country,  starting  for  America 
with  his  three  sons,  but  died  and  was  buried  at  sea. 
The  mother’s  ancestry  can  be  traced  back  in  Norway 
to  the  ninth  century  and  the  history  of  the  family  is 
a most  interesting  one. 

John  H.  Harp  was  one  of  ten  children,  nine  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Three  of  the  sons  were  killed  in 
battle  while  serving  in  Georgia  regiments  in  the  Civil 
war.  James  Dixon,  a member  of  the  Thirty-Second 
Georgia  Infantry,  was  killed  at  Sharpsburg  or  at 
Antietanr.  Alonzo  F.,  in  the  Second  Regiment  of 
Georgia  state  troops,  was  killed  at  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
William  G.,  of  the  Fifth  Georgia,  was  killed  at  Coorsa- 
hatchee,  and  John  H.  Harp  was  wounded  in  the  same 
engagement. 

The  last  named  was  a youth  of  only  seventeen  years 
when  in  September,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a member 
of  the  First  Georgia  Regiment.  He  afterward  reen- 
listed in  the  Fifth  Georgia  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  and,  as  previously  stated  at  Coorsahatchee.  All 


of  the  brothers  on  entering  the  army  made  a vow  that 
they  would  never  be  captured  alive  and  managed  to 
avoid  capture,  although  frequently  in  close  quarters, 
while  twice  they  were  called  upon  to  surrender.  John 
H.  Harp  was  a non-commissioned  officer. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Harp  of  this  review  resumed 
farming  in  Terrell  county,  Georgia,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years.  He  then  went  to  Louisiana, 
where  he  again  carried  on  farming  until  1872,  when 
he  felt  that  it  was  impossible  to  cope  with  cotton 
worms,  the  overflow  of  the  Mississippi  and  yellow 
fever,  and  accordingly  he  removed  to  Florida  in  1872. 
He  has  since  been  a resident  of  this  state  and  his  prog- 
ress and  success  have  been  continuous.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  he  paid  some  Danes  eight  hundred  dollars  to 
cancel  their  right  to  a government  homestead,  which 
he  re-homesteaded,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided, 
covering  a period  of  forty-one  years.  The  place  is 
pleasantly  situated  a mile  and  a half  west  of  Crescent 
City,  on  the  west  bank  of  Lake  Stella,  and  a mile  and 
a half  southeast  of  Huntington.  In  1891  he  erected  a 
typical  southern  home,  a great  airy  place  surrounded 
with  broad  verandas  and  containing  nine  large  rooms, 
eighteen  by  twenty  feet.  It  is  supplied  with  all  mod- 
ern conveniences  and  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  an 
attractive  grove  of  native  oaks  and  cedars.  There  is 
also  much  beautiful  shrubbery  around  the  place  and 
the  home  is  one  of  the  pleasing  features  in  the  land- 
scape. Mr.  Harp  here  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  which  he  devotes  to  general  farming  and 
orange  growing,  having  forty  acres  planted  to  oranges 
of  many  varieties.  He  has  fruit  which  he  ships  every 
month  in  the  year  and  his  orange  groves  bring  him 
a substantial  financial  return.  He  likewise  has  six 
acres  planted  to  peaches  and  a fine  garden  through- 
out the  year.  The  place  is  known  as  Echo  Grove 
and  gives  every  indication  of  the  careful  supervision 
and  progressive  methods  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Harp  has  been  frequently  called  upon  to  fill 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  For  twelve  years  he 
was  justice  of  the  peace  and  discharged  his  duties 
with  notable  promptness  and  fidelity.  He  was  also 
for  eight  years  a member  of  the  county  board  of  pub- 
lic instruction  and  for  six  years,  or  three  terms,  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  lower  house  of  the  state 
legislature,  where  he  gave  earnest  and  careful  con- 
sideration to  questions  which  came  up  for  settlement, 
his  reelection  proving  his  capability  in  office  and  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  constituents.  He  has  been 
a lifelong  democrat,  working  ever  with  the  better  ele- 
ment of  the  party.  Mr.  Harp  is  a Knight  Templar 
Mason  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
order.  For  several  years  he  served  as  master  of  Lake 
Lodge,  No.  72,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Crescent  City,  and  in 
his  life  he  exemplifies  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft. 
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He  attends  the  Presbyterian  church,  but  in  his  re- 
ligious views  is  liberal  and  has  given  to  the  support  of 
various  denominations. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1865,  Mr.  Harp  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Mott  of  Ella- 
ville,  Georgia,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sara 
(Enbanks)  Mott,  likewise  natives  of  the  same  state. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harp  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren: Mary  Lillian,  the  wife  of  Leonard  Eaton,  of 

Crescent  City;  Sarah  Anna,  the  wife  of  R.  F.  Adams 
of  Palatka;  Joseph  M.,  a farmer  and  orange  grower 
of  Crescent  City;  Alice  Irene,  the  wife  of  Robert  B. 
Young,  of  Quitman,  Georgia;  Emmett  Wallace,  of 
Oak  Hill,  Florida;  and  Robert  Eugene,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The  wife  and  mother  passed 
away  January  8,  1902,  and  on  the  19th  of  December, 
1904,  Mr.  Harp  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Fannie  Loyless,  a native  of  Georgia 
and  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Loyless,  of  Dawson, 
Georgia,  now  deceased.  In  her  girlhood  Airs.  Harp 
was  a schoolmate  of  her  husband,  residing  on  an 
adjoining  plantation. 

Mr.  Harp  is  a member  of  the  Blue  and  Gray,  an 
organization  of  Palatka.  Two  of  his  warm  friends 
and  neighbors  were  prisoners  under  his  control  during 
the  Civil  war.  This  is  a most  commendable  organiza- 
tion, maintaining  a spirit  of  fraternity  between  those 
who  were  once  in  military  array  against  each  other. 
Air.  Harp  is  recognized  as  a broad-minded  man,  pub- 
lic-spirited, looking  at  life  from  a practical  and  at 
the  same  time  progressive  standpoint,  and  seeking  ever 
to  achieve  those  results  which  he  believes  will  prove 
most  beneficial  to  city,  state  and  nation. 


CAPTAIN  AIARTIN  L.  HELPINGS. 

Originally  a telegrapher,  Captain  Martin  L. 
Hellings  became  largely  through  his  own  efforts  one 
of  the  powers  in  commercial  circles  in  Key  West  in 
connection  with  the  large  interests  of  William 
Curry’s  Sons,  being  a partner  in  their  various  exten- 
sive enterprises.  Aloreover,  he  is  entitled  to  distinc- 
tion for  the  patriotic  services  he  rendered  the  Union 
during  the  darkest  hour  in  its  history,  the  Civil  war 
period,  repeating  his  creditable  record  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  in  which  as  captain  in  the  United 
States  Signal  Corps  he  rendered  invaluable  service 
and  obtained  important  information  which  led  to  the 
most  far-reaching  events  in  the  conflict.  Having 
decided  after  a useful  and  successful  life  to  retire  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  intended  to  spend  his  remain- 
ing days  in  peaceful  enjoyment  and  contemplation, 


his  life  was  cut  short  by  a fatal  accident  on  Septem- 
ber 16,  1908,  depriving  him  of  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  labors. 

Captain  Hellings  was  born  in  1841  near  Jenkin- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  there.  He  studied  telegraphy  while  yet  young 
and  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company.  By  his  own  energy  and  his 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  company  he  soon 
earned  the  confidence  of  his  superiors  and  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  company’s  interests  in  Florida,  with 
headquarters  at  Key  West.  He  married  Miss 
Eleanor  Curry,  the  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Curry,  one  of  the  foremost  merchants  of  his  time  in 
these  parts,  and  later  became  a member  of  the  large 
mercantile  house  of  William  Curry’s  Sons,  William 
Curry  upon  his  retirement  having  turned  over  to 
three  of  his  sons  and  Captain  Hellings  his  immense 
mercantile  house  and  diversified  business  interests — 
a business  which  he  had  founded  and  conducted  so 
long  under  the  name  of  William  Curry.  Captain 
Hellings  continued  to  be  an  active  member  of  this 
firm  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  and  his  widow  is  yet 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  present  firm  of  William 
Curry’s  Sons  Company. 

Intensely  patriotic  and  ever  ready  to  make  the 
greatest  sacrifices  for  his  country,  Captain  Hellings 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  from  1861  to  1865, 
rendering  service  on  the  Union  side.  Never  faltering 
in  the  performance  of  any  duty  however  arduous, 
however  hazardous,  his  valor,  his  zeal  and  his  devo- 
tion awakened  and  inspired  courage  in  the  men  who 
served  with  him  and  under  him.  He  was  discharged 
on  account  of  injuries,  being  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Antietam.  Again,  upon  the  outbreak  of  the 
Spanish-American  war,  Captain  Hellings  followed  the 
call  for  volunteers  and  was  made  captain  of  the 
United  States  Signal  Corps  with  headquarters  at 
Havana.  It  was  from  that  place  that  he  sent  the 
wires  to  President  McKinley  bearing  the  news  that 
Cervera  was  in  San  Diego  harbor  and  as  a result  of 
which  Admiral  Schley  was  ordered  forward  to 
blockade  that  port.  Prior  to  this,  while  still  manager 
of  the  Western  Union  offices  at  Key  West,  the  mes- 
sage announcing  the  destruction  of  the  battleship 
Alaine  was  sent  under  his  direction. 

Being  a man  of  means,  Captain  Hellings  finally 
retired  from  active  business  and  purchased  a beautiful 
estate  at  Devon,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  expected  to 
pass  the  remaining  days  of  his  natural  life.  How- 
ever, the  just  reward  of  enjoyment  was  not  to  be  his, 
for  his  life  was  cut  short  on  September  16,  1908, 
when,  while  in  the  act  of  crossing  the  railroad  tracks 
at  Devon  he  was  struck  by  a train  and  instantly 
killed.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  two  daughters 
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and  three  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest,  William  J. 
Hellings,  resides  in  Key  West. 

A man  who  had  given  proof  of  his  deep  love  for 
his  country  in  war  times,  Captain  Hellings  public 
spiritedly  supported  all  worthy  enterprises  of  a public 
or  semipublic  character,  although  he  never  sought 
prominence  along  political  lines.  The  city  of  Key 
West  is  the  greater,  richer  and  better  for  just  such 
men  as  Captain  Hellings  who  quietly  live  their  lives 
and  follow  their  private  pursuits  yet  ever  take  an 
interest  in  the  general  welfare  and  are  ready  to  fur- 
ther the  interests  of  the  people  along  material,  moral 
and  intellectual  lines.  His  memory  as  a valiant  sol- 
dier and  a successful  business  man  is  preserved  by 
many  in  Key  West  who  called  him  friend  and  were 
proud  of  his  acquaintance. 


WILLIAM  J.  HELLINGS. 

Prominently  connected  with  the  commercial  growth 
of  Key  West,  William  J.  Hellings,  a native  of  this 
city  and  the  son  of  a distinguished  sire,  is  the  owner 
of  the  Key  West  Launch  & Automobile  Works  and 
also  importantly  connected  with  other  large  industrial 
enterprises.  He  was  born  on  March  2,  1882,  and, 
being  but  thirty-one  years  of  age,  gives  proof  by  his 
accomplishments  of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  young 
man’s  age.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Captain 
Martin  L.  Hellings  and  Eleanor  (Curry)  Hellings. 
A biography  of  the  former  precedes  this  sketch. 

William  J.  Hellings  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  schools  of  New  York  state,  after  which  he 
spent  two  years  in  the  Georgia  School  of  Technology 
at  Atlanta  and  also  studied  bookkeeping  in  Bryant  & 
Stratton’s  Business  College  in  Buffalo.  In  1905  he 
and  William  H.  White  formed  a partnership  and 
established  themselves  in  business  in  Key  West  under 
the  name  of  the  Key  West  Launch  & Automobile 
Works.  The  scope  of  their  business  includes  all 
kinds  of  repair  work  to  launch  and  automobile  motors 
and  any  sort  of  gasoline  engine.  The  firm  enjoys  an 
exclusive  business  of  this  character  in  Key  West  and 
its  rapid  growth  is  largely  attributable  to  the  business 
ability  of  Mr.  Hellings.  He  also  is  a director  in  the 
William  Citrry’s  Sons  Company  and  the  Consumers 
Ice  & Cold  Storage  Company,  doing  in  that  capacity 
valuable  work  in  promoting  the  interests  of  these 
concerns. 

In  1904  Mr.  Hellings  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Hazel  Roberts,  a native  of  Key  West  and  a 
daughter  of  Fernando  W.  Roberts,  an  officer  in  the 
Key  West  customhouse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hellings  are 
the  parents  of  two  sons : William  Curry,  aged  seven ; 


and  Ward  Roberts,  aged  five.  Being  connected  with 
important  industrial  institutions  of  his  home  city, 
Mr.  Hellings  takes  a laudable  interest  in  promoting 
its  commercial  expansion  and  although  not  active  in 
a public  capacity,  does  much  along  lines  of  general 
development  and  is  ever  ready  to  gladly  bear  his 
share  of  time  or  money  in  support  of  worthy  causes. 
He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Key  West  and 
enjoys  the  high  respect  and  esteem  of  all  his  friends, 
many  of  whom  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood 
days  and  because  of  so  knowing  him  esteem  him 
highly,  as  they  are  acquainted  with  his  many  admir- 
able traits  of  character. 


SAMUEL  CORDES  BOYLSTON. 

In  railway  circles  the  name  of  Samuel  Cordes 
Boylston  of  Jacksonville  is  well  known.  He  has  grad- 
ually worked  his  way  upward  in  this  connection  and 
it  is  characteristic  of  him  that  in  every  relation  of  life 
he  has  been  loyal  to  his  position — a trait  manifest  in 
his  service  as  a soldier  of  the  Confederate  army  and 
equally  strongly  evident  in  his  connection  with  his 
railway  interests.  At  the  present  writing  he  is  in 
charge  of  local  claims  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line.  He 
was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1841,  and 
pursued  his  education  in  the  Citadel  Academy  there. 
Military  drill  constituted  a part  of  the  training  re- 
ceived in  that  school  and  he  left  the  academy  in  i860 
to  enter  the  state  service  with  the  corps  of  cadets, 
which  he  joined  on  the  29th  of  December.  His  mili- 
tary record  has  been  written  as  follows : “He  was  on 
duty  under  Major  Stevens,  commandant  of  the  mili- 
tary academy,  at  the  battery  on  Morris  Island,  and 
put  the  shot  in  the  gun  (No.  2)  that  was  fired  across 
the  bow  of  the  steamer  Star  of  the  West,  at  8 

A.  M.,  January  8,  1861.  A comrade  of  the  cadets, 
George  Edward  Haynesworth,  of  Sumter,  South 
Carolina,  fired  this  shot  of  the  war,  provoked  by  the 
attempt  to  send  provisions  and  reinforcements  to  Fort 
Sumter,  maintained  as  a hostile  post  upon  the  soil  of 
South  Carolina.  Soon  after  this,  Cadet  Boylston  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  a drillmaster  on  Sullivan’s  Island. 
During  the  bombardment  and  surrender  of  Fort 
Sumter  in  April,  1861,  he  was  on  duty  at  the  mortar 
battery,  Cumming’s  Point,  Morris  Island.  For  a few 
days  he  served  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Major 
General  Bonham,  commanding  the  state  troops,  and 
for  six  weeks  was  on  the  staff  of  General  Samuel 
McGowan ; after,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company 

B,  Seventh  Regiment  South  Carolina  Infantry,  and 
went  to  the  front  in  Virginia.  He  met  the  enemy  at 
Fairfax  Court  House,  July  17,  1861 ; at  Mitchell’s 
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Ford,  on  Bull  Run,  July  18th;  and  participated  in  the 
famous  battle  of  First  Manassas,  July  21st.  In  the 
following  August  he  was  commissioned  brevet  second 
lieutenant  in  the  regular  army  of  the  Confederate 
states,  and  on  reporting  to  General  Samuel  Cooper, 
at  Richmond,  was  sent  to  South  Carolina  for  service. 
In  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  First 
Battalion  South  Carolina  Artillery,  Major  Ripley 
commanding,  he  went  on  duty  at  Fort  Sumter  and 
was  made  adjutant  of  the  post.  He  was  yet  serving 
in  this  capacity  when  the  fort  was  assailed  by  the 
ironclad  fleet  under  Admiral  Dupont,  in  April,  1863, 
and  in  June  or  July  following  he  was  successful  in 
recovering  the  two  eleven-inch  Dahlgren  guns  from 
the  turrets  of  the  monitor,  Keokuk,  which  was  sunk 
in  that  memorable  battle.  For  this  brilliant  achieve- 
ment he  received  the  thanks  of  the  Confederate  con- 
gress. In  August,  beginning  on  the  17th,  Adjutant 
Boylston  was  under  the  tremendous  torrent  of  artil- 
lery fire  directed  against  Fort  Sumter,  and  was  on 
duty  through  that  trying  time,  until  severely  wounded 
by  a fragment  of  shell  on  the  sixth  day,  August  22d, 
at  which  time  the  fort  was  practically  wrecked, 
though  it  was  never  captured.  He  was  not  able  to 
return  to  duty  until  October  10th,  when  he  was  made 
adjutant  general  of  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett’s  brigade 
of  South  Carolina  regulars,  at  Charleston.  He  con- 
tinued on  duty  at  Charleston  and  vicinity  until  the 
evacuation  of  the  city,  and  then  marched  into  North 
Carolina  and  was  in  the  engagements  at  Silver  Run, 
Smithfield  and  Bentonville.  He  surrendered  with  the 
army  of  General  Johnston  at  Greensboro.” 

With  the  close  of  the  war  Lieutenant  Boylston  took 
up  the  pursuits  of  civil  life  and  has  made  continuous 
progress  in  that  connection  until  he  has  reached  a 
prominent  position  in  railway  circles.  In  February, 
1866,  he  became  general  freight  and  passenger  agent 
of  the  Charleston  & Savannah  Railroad  and  continued 
to  act  in  that  capacity  for  twenty  years — a fact  indica- 
tive of  his  capability  and  faithfulness.  During  that 
period  he  was  also  president  of  the  General  Passenger 
Agents  Association  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
He  resigned  his  position  with  the  Charleston  & 
Savannah  Railroad  to  become  union  ticket  agent  of  all 
railroads  and  steamships  entering  Charleston.  After 
fifteen  months  he  accepted  the  position  of  general 
freight  and  passenger  agent  of  the  Brunswick  & 
Inland  steamship  line  and,  removing  to  Jacksonville, 
he  became  connected  with  the  Florida  Southern  Rail- 
road and  the  DeBarry  Merchants  Line  on  the  St. 
John  river  in  the  same  capacity.  For  six  years  he 
was  commercial  agent  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia & Georgia  Railroad.  He  is  now  in  charge  of 
local  claims  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line.  In  railway 
circles  he  is  widely  known,  his  business  ability  being 


generally  recognized,  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by 
he  has  advanced  step  by  step,  proving  his  worth  and 
merit  at  each  point  in  his  career. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1863,  Mr.  Boylston  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Cloud  DuBose, 
of  Fairfield  county,  South  Carolina,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  five  daughters.  Mr. 
Boylston  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles.  He  is  a 
past  master  of  LaCandeur  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina ; and  he  belongs  to  the 
Elks  Club  and  to  R.  E.  Lee  Camp,  No.  58,  of  the 
United  Confederate  Veterans.  He  is  an  ex-brigadier 
general  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Florida  Division 
of  that  organization.  In  matters  pertaining  to  local 
progress  and  improvement  he  is  greatly  interested  and 
his  cooperation  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  further 
measures  for  the  public  good.  In  1901,  just  after  the 
great  conflagration  in  Jacksonville,  he  was  a most 
active  worker  to  relieve  the  critical  situation  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  homeless  of  the  city,  doing 
much  to  provide  immediate  shelter  for  the  thousands 
who  were  left  without  adequate  protection.  This  was 
characteristic  of  the  resourcefulness  of  Mr.  Boylston, 
who  is  ever  ready  to  meet  the  duties  and  demands  of 
the  hour,  and  his  work  in  that  connection  won  him 
high  praise  and  gratitude. 


HON.  SAMUEL  T.  SHAYLOR. 

Hon.  Samuel  T.  Shaylor  holds  high  rank  in  the 
legal  profession  in  Jacksonville  and  at  the  same  time 
is  widely  known  because  of  his  public  service  which  has 
constituted  an  important  element  in  the  advancement 
and  upbuilding  of  both  city  and  state.  Actuated  by 
a public-spirited  devotion  to  the  general  good,  his 
labors  have  been  of  a practical  as  well  as  a progressive 
character,  fruitful  of  good  results.  He  was  born  in 
Alachua  county,  Florida,  September  13,  1869,  his  par- 
ents being  Samuel  T.  and  Eugenia  FI.  (Baukknight) 
Shaylor,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  South  Carolina, 
who  in  early  life  came  to  Florida  and  were  married 
in  this  state.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, died  in  November,  1869,  and  was  long  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1910.  Mr. 
Shaylor  has  one  brother,  J.  Douglas,  of  the  firm  of 
Shaylor  & Tucker,  real-estate  dealers,  with  offices  in 
the  Masonic  Temple. 

In  the  public  schools  near  his  father’s  home  Samuel 
T.  Shaylor  pursued  his  early  education  and  later  en- 
tered the  institution  that  is  now  the  University  of 
Florida,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1889.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm  and  devoted 
about  three  years  to  the  cultivation  of  oranges.  In 
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1893  he  came  to  Jacksonville,  thinking  to  find  a pro- 
fessional career  more  congenial  and  hoping  also  to 
find  it  more  profitable.  In  this  city  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  A.  H.  King,  and  in  1895 
entered  the  University  of  Virginia  as  a student  of  the 
law  department,  in  which  he  spent  two  years.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Jacksonville  in  the  latter  part 
of  1896  and  has  since  been  in  active  practice.  It  was 
soon  evident  that  he  prepared  his  cases  with  great 
thoroughness  and  care  and  was  most  fearless  in  his 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  clients.  This  brought 
him  an  increasing  clientage  and  his  ability  soon  estab- 
lished his  reputation  at  the  bar.  In  1904  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  criminal  court  of  Duval  county  and  held 
the  office  until  1907,  since  which  time  he  has  given 
most  of  his  attention  to  the  private  practice  of  law. 

It  is  said  that  Judge  Shaylor  has  held  more  offices 
than  any  other  man  in  the  state  and  it  is  a well  known 
fact  that  both  Jacksonville  and  Florida  owe  much  to 
his  efforts  for  their  development,  upbuilding  and  im- 
provement. For  twenty  years  he  was  identified  with 
the  Florida  State  Troops  and  for  sixteen  years  held 
the  rank  of  colonel,  taking  a great  interest  in  pro- 
moting the  military  organization  and  in  framing  the 
military  law  of  the  state.  He  was  the  first  adjutant 
general  of  Florida  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  was 
the  second  officer  in  rank  in  the  state.  For  several 
years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council  of 
Jacksonville  and  was  its  vice  president,  in  which  con- 
nection he  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  the  relief 
of  the  fire  sufferers  here  and  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
town  after  the  memorable  conflagration.  Flis  labors 
have  always  been  of  a practical  character  and  in  work- 
ing for  city  and  state  he  has  looked  beyond  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment  to  the  possibilities  and  op- 
portunities of  the  future.  He  has  been  a close  student 
of  those  things  affecting  municipal  welfare  or  the  in- 
terests of  the  commonwealth  and  his  energy  has  been 
a resultant  factor  for  good. 

In  fraternal  circles  Judge  Shaylor  is  well  known. 
He  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in 
which  he  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs,  and  he  is  also 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Khorassan.  Fie  like- 
wise holds  membership  with  the  Red  Men,  the  Moose, 
the  Owls,  the  Eagles  and  the  Daughters  of  Pocahon- 
tas. He  is  a member  of  the  Jacksonville  Board  of 
Trade  and  that  his  interests  are  far-reaching  and 
largely  have  to  do  with  projects  for  the  public  wel- 
fare is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  belongs  to  the  Good 
Roads  Association,  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  and  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  lie  is 
also  a member  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Florida  and  belongs  to  both  the  local  and 
state  bar  associations.  In  all  of  these  societies  and 
organizations  he  has  filled  office  and  his  qualities  of 


leadership  are  widely  recognized.  What  he  under- 
takes he  accomplishes  and  the  motives  which  prompt 
him  in  all  of  his  activities  are  such  as  will  bear  close 
investigation  and  scrutiny. 


ARTHUR  LEE. 

Popular  among  the  younger  element  of  Jackson 
county,  Florida,  is  Arthur  Lee,  who  holds  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Graceville  and  also  works  as  night  operator  for  the 
Louisville  & Nashville  Railroad,  having  for  a number 
of  years  been  successfully  associated  with  railroad 
work.  He  is  a native  of  Jackson  county,  Florida, 
having  been  born  January  24,  1884,  a son  of  Cader 
Alexander  and  Theodocia  E.  (Windham)  Lee.  Both 
parents  were  natives  of  Alabama  and  made  settlement 
in  Florida  about  1879,  locating  in  Jackson  county  where 
the  father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  the  rest 
of  his  life,  passing  away  October  9,  1910.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  volunteered  in  June, 
1861,  and  actively  participated  in  many  engagements 
of  that  sanguinary  conflict.  For  some  time  he  was 
with  General  Jackson  and  was  serving  under  General 
Lee  at  the  time  of  the  latter’s  surrender.  In  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  he  was  held  in  reserve,  participating  only 
in  the  last  day  of  that  battle.  He  was  prominent 
politically  and  had  the  honor  of  serving  as  the  first 
mayor  of  Graceville,  following  in  his  administration  a 
beneficial  and  progressive  policy  and  making  a record 
so  creditable  that  it  has  not  been  forgotten  today.  In 
1893  he  also  represented  his  district  in  the  lower  house 
of  the  legislature,  being  a democrat  in  his  political 
views  and  doing  valuable  work  on  the  floor  of  the 
house  and  in  committee  rooms.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Fannie  E.,  the  wife 
of  J.  J.  Prim,  of  Graceville;  Jessie,  who  married  Henry 
A.  William;  Costello,  the  wife  of  R.  M.  Miller,  of 
Graceville;  Stephen  S.,  of  that  city;  Henry  A.,  of 
Marianna ; George  M.,  deceased ; Amasa  Coleman,  of 
Bonifay,  Florida;  Arthur,  of  this  review;  and  James 
W.,  who  has  passed  away. 

Arthur  Lee  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  and 
attended  the  public  schools  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  when 
he  laid  aside  his  text-books  to  enter  upon  a position 
as  a clerk  in  a store  at  Cypress,  in  which  connection  he 
continued  for  six  months.  He  then  entered  the  rail- 
road service  as  agent  and  operator  at  Cypress,  remain- 
ing in  that  capacity  for  about  two  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Chipley  where  he  acted  as  operator  for 
two  months,  when  he  was  transferred  to  Thomaston, 
Alabama,  remaining  there  for  ten  months.  Flis  next 
place  of  work  was  at  Manistee,  Alabama,  where  he 
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filled  the  position  of  general  freight  and  passenger 
agent  with  the  Manistee  & Repton  Railroad,  and  then 
removed  to  Foshee,  Alabama,  where  he  remained  for 
six  months.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  in  1904,  he 
came  to  Graceville  where  he  engaged  in  the  merchan- 
dise business,  conducting  an  establishment  of  that 
kind  successfully  until  1907,  when  he  sold  out  and 
became  bookkeeper  for  the  Noma  Mercantile  Com- 
pany of  Noma,  Florida.  Thence  he  returned  to  Cypress 
as  station  agent  at  that  point,  holding  that  position  for 
three  years,  and  then  for  ten  months  was  connected 
with  the  Southern  Hardwood  Manufacturing  Company 
in  their  establishment  in  Liberty  county.  Returning 
at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Graceville,  he  accepted  the 
position  of  night  operator  with  the  Louisville  & Nash- 
ville Railroad.  Since  January  1,  1913,  he  has  also 
filled  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Graceville,  being  well  fitted  for  the  responsible 
duties  devolving  upon  him  by  the  wide  and  valuable 
experience  which  he  had  gained  in  his  former  con- 
nections. 

On  May  4,  1904,  Mr.  Lee  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Zolena  Williams,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Mildred  M.  and  Gladys  M.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Lee  is  a democrat,  stanchly  upholding  the 
principles  of  that  organization  and  ever  giving  his  sup- 
port to  its  candidates.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  his  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lee  are  well  known  and  popular  in  Grace- 
ville and  the  surrounding  district  on  account  of  their 
many  good  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  which  have  won 
them  the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
they  have  come  in  contact  in  a business  or  social  way. 
Mr.  Lee  stands  upon  the  threshold  of  a successful 
career  in  the  world  of  finance  and  his  qualifications 
seem  to  predestine  him  for  an  important  position  in 
the  commercial  and  financial  world. 


REV.  FATHER  M.  MAHER. 

Rev.  Father  M.  Maher  is  the  well  known  priest  of 
the  St.  Augustine  parish  in  Jacksonville.  He  was 
born  in  Thurles,  Ireland,  October,  3,  1866,  and  at  an 
early  age  went  to  Limerick,  where  he  studied  under 
the  Jesuits.  He  completed  his  education  in  Rome  and 
was  ordained  in  the  St.  John  Lateran  Cathedral  of  that 
city  in  June,  1892.  Ten  years  later,  or  in  1902,  he  came 
to  Jacksonville  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the  church  of 
St.  Augustine.  A religious  publication  said  of  him  a 
decade  later : “Rev.  Father  Maher,  during  the  ten 
years  he  has  been  stationed  here,  has  found  his  way 
to  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  St.  Augustine.  His 


genial  smile  and  imperturbable  good  nature  are  irresisti- 
ble and  his  circle  of  warm  friends  is  limited  only  by 
the  number  of  his  acquaintances.  His  parochial  work 
can  be  better  told  by  the  sick  and  destitute  and  those 
who  witness  every  day  his  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his 
flock  and  his  disregard  for  the  sacrifice  and  self-denial 
it  occasions  him.”  It  was  due  to  his  efforts  that  the 
beautiful  and  magnificent  church  edifice,  with  a seating 
capacity  of  about  a thousand,  was  erected.  It  is  built 
of  Olithic  limestone  at  a cost  of  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars.  The  congregation  has  grown 
from  twenty-five  hundred  to  six  thousand  and  Father 
Maher  has  taken  a zealous  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of 
the  church  and  the  promotion  of  all  of  its  kindred 
interests.  He  has  organized  a school  for  white  children 
and  also  one  for  colored  children.  The  church  prop- 
erty has  been  greatly  improved  through  his  efforts  and 
he  was  instrumental  in  replacing  the  stuffy  little  stores 
on  the  church  lot  with  the  present  fine  Bishop  building. 
The  Knights  of  Columbus  of  Jacksonville  owe  the 
existence  of  their  organization  to  Father  Maher.  His 
progressive  ideas  have  left  their  imprint  on  the  ancient 
city  as  his  personality  has  upon  its  people. 


JOHN  B.  HALLEY. 

John  B.  Halley,  one  of  the  most  extensive  landown- 
ers and  prosperous  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Cal- 
houn county,  operates  a fine  property  of  one  thousand 
acres  near  Blountstown.  He  is  a native  of  Florida,, 
born  in  Key  West,  October  22,  1869,  and  is  a son  of 
Caleb  and  Mary  (Franklin)  Halley,  natives  of  the 
Carolinas.  They  came  to  Florida  in  the  early  '50s  and 
located  in  Wakulla  county,  where  the  father  was 
extensively  interested  in  the  sponge  business.  Mov- 
ing to  Calhoun  county  in  1873,  lie  turned  his  attention- 
to  farming,  following  that  occupation  until  his  death,, 
which  occurred  in  1909.  His  wife  survives  him  and 
makes  her  home  in  Calhoun  county.  To  their  union 
were  born  eleven  children:  Nancy,  the  wife  of  W. 

W.  Parrish,  of  Calhoun  county;  John  B.,  of  this 
review ; Mary,  who  married  W.  J.  Spears,  of  Cal- 
houn county;  Molly,  now  Mrs.  J.  B.  Barber,  of  Cal- 
houn county;  P.  F.,  of  Calhoun  county;  Susan,  who- 
married  J.  W.  Peacock,  of  Calhoun  county  ; Emma,, 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Vickers,  of  Jacksonville;  C.  B., 
of  Calhoun  county;  Tempa,  who  married  John  Hay- 
ney,  of  Calhoun  county ; Joseph,  also  a resident  of 
Calhoun  county;  and  a child  who  died  in  infancy. 

John  B.  Halley  began  his  independent  career  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  when  he  left  home  and  engaged  in- 
lumbering,  following  that  occupation  for  four  years.. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Blountstown,, 
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where  he  divided  his  attention  between  the  mercantile 
business  and  raising  bees.  He  afterward  worked  in 
a sawmill  and  was  engaged  in  the  naval  stores  busi- 
ness for  about  sixteen  years,  turning  his  attention  at 
the  end  of  that  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  pur- 
chased about  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Calhoun 
county,  near  Blountstown,  and  upon  this  property 
has  since  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. His  methods  are  modern  and  practical  and  there- 
fore profitable,  and  a gratifying  degree  of  success  has 
rewarded  his  labors,  making  him  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative agriculturists  of  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Halley  married  Miss  Mary  Peacock  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  ten  children : James  E., 
of  Blountstown ; Annie,  the  wife  of  E.  Coxwell,  of 
Blountstown  ; Mary  Ella,  who  married  Charles  Wood, 
also  of  Blountstown;  and  West,  Belle,  Ruby,  John, 
Roy,  Lilly  and  Chester,  all  of  whom  reside  at  home. 

Mr.  Halley  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  but  has  never  been  desirous  of  political 
preferment,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  attention 
upon  his  business  affairs.  He  belongs  to  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  church  and  guides  his  life  by  its  prin- 
ciples, being  known  throughout  Calhoun  county  as  a 
man  of  exemplary  character  who  well  deserves  the 
respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 


CHARLES  B.  FOGARTY. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Fogarty  follows  the  dental  profes- 
sion and  has  always  been  prominent  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, having  attained  a distinguished  place  among  his 
colleagues.  He  was  born  in  Key  West  on  August 
28,  1878,  the  younger  of  two  sons  of  the  late  Jeremiah 
Fogarty  of  Key  West,  the  history  of  whom  appears 
in  another  part  of  this  volume.  Dr.  Fogarty  obtained 
his  early  education  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of 
his  native  city,  completing  his  fundamental  knowledge 
with  a course  in  the  business  college  of  Bryant  & 
Stratton  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  graduating  in  book- 
keeping, stenography,  typewriting,  etc.,  in  1896. 
Returning  to  Key  West  he  was  for  two  and  a half 
years  bookkeeper  in  the  old  Union  Bank,  which  has 
since  gone  out  of  existence.  He  was  later  for  a few 
months  cashier  for  the  firm  of  P.  Pohalski  & Com- 
pany, cigar  manufacturers.  In  October,  1898,  he 
embarked  in  the  retail  drug  business  under  the  name 
of  Charles  B.  Fogarty  & Company,  his  brother.  Dr. 
Joseph  N.  Fogarty,  constituting  the  company.  This 
firm  continued  until  1912.  In  the  meanwhile  Charles 
B.  Fogarty  had  studied  dentistry  and  entered  upon 
its  practice  in  Key  West  in  addition  to  the  drug  busi- 
ness. He  had  entered,  in  1903,  the  Baltimore  College 
of  Dental  Surgery,  in  which  he  completed  the  full 


course,  graduating  in  1906  and  being  awarded  sec- 
ond prize  in  a class  of  fifty.  Since  that  date  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  practice  in  Key  West  and 
enjoys  a lucrative  and  representative  patronage. 

Along  professional  lines  Dr.  Fogarty  is  a member 
of  the  Florida  State  Dental  Society  and  fraternally 
is  a Master  Mason,  enjoying  the  distinction  of  being 
the  youngest  man  to  have  ever  held  the  position  of 
senior  warden  in  Dade  Lodge  No.  14  of  Key  West. 
Being  an  expert  in  his  profession,  Dr.  Fogarty  has 
secured  one  of  the  most  extensive  practices  in  the  city 
and  the  number  of  his  patients  is  constantly  increasing 
as  his  reputation  grows.  He  is  public-spirited  to  the 
extent  of  participating  in  all  worthy  public  enter- 
prises, and  as  a loyal  son  of  his  native  city  works 
for  its  general  advancement  and  development. 


VIVION  A.  RUTHERFORD. 

Vivion  A.  Rutherford,  who  with  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Carrie  Rutherford,  owns  and  conducts  The  Ruther- 
ford, one  of  the  best  private  hotels  in  Miami,  is  a 
native  of  Alabama  and  a son  of  Vivion  Thacker  and 
Laura  Eugenia  (Dugar)  Rutherford,  the  former  born 
in  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  the  latter  in  Petersburg, 
Virginia.  The  father  was  a wealthy  planter  and  slave 
owner  in  Alabama  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  Both  parents 
have  passed  away. 

On  the  nth  of  April,  1893,  Vivion  A.  Rutherford 
married,  in  Bartow,  Florida,  Miss  Carrie  Burr,  a native 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  a daughter  of  Richard  H. 
and  Marion  (Fenwick)  Burr,  both  of  whom  have 
passed  away.  The  father,  who  was  a direct  descendant 
of  Aaron  Burr,  was  a graduate  of  Princeton  University. 
He  was  a son  of  Major  De  Vere  Burr,  a graduate  of 
Yale  and  for  many  years  prominent  in  the  political  and 
military  life  of  Washington.  The  father  was  for  some 
time  connected  with  the  United  States  treasury  depart- 
ment in  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  moved  with  his  family 
from  the  District  of  Columbia  to  Florida  when  his 
daughter  Mrs.  Rutherford  was  only  seven  years  of  age. 
He  located  near  Gainesville  and  his  death  occurred  in 
this  state. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rutherford  came  to  Miami  in  1899 
and  have  since  remained  residents  of  the  city,  where 
Mr.  Rutherford  holds  a responsible  position  in  the 
lumber  concern  conducted  by  J.  A.  McDonald,  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  the  city.  Ever  since  taking 
up  their  residence  in  Miami,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rutherford, 
as  is  the  general  custom  here,  have  made  it  a rule  to 
accommodate  tourists  with  board  and  rooms  to  an 
extent  corresponding  to  the  capacity  of  their  house. 
In  former  years  they  occupied  a small  private  home, 
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but  even  then  Mrs.  Rutherford  served  meals  to  winter 
visitors,  although  she  could  not  furnish  her  boarders 
with  rooms.  When  the  business  expanded  she  and  her 
husband  built  The  Rutherford  on  Ninth  street,  which 
they  have  since  made  one  of  the  select  private  hotels  in 
the  city.  In  1903,  when  the  house  was  built,  it  con- 
tained sixteen  rooms  but  it  became  so  popular  that  in 
1912  it  was  remodeled  and  enlarged.  It  now  contains 
forty  rooms,  most  of  which  are  provided  with  a private 
bath,  and  it  is  managed  in  a careful  and  profitable  way, 
everything  being  done  in  accordance  with  the  most 
modern  methods  of  hotel  operation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rutherford  have  two  sons : Vivion 
Burr,  aged  seven ; and  Raymond  Howard,  aged  four. 
The  parents  are  well  known  in  Miami  and  have  here 
an  extensive  circle  of  friends. 


RUFUS  EDWARDS  ROSE. 

Florida  is  fortunate  in  having  in  the  office  of  state 
chemist  a man  of  such  scholarly  attainments  and  such 
broad  and  comprehensive  scientific  knowledge  as 
Rufus  Edwards  Rose,  whose:  work  in  various  respon- 
sible positions  of  civil  engineering  and  in  the  field  of 
agricultural  chemical  research  has  influenced  the  devel- 
opment of  her  natural  resources  in  an  important  way 
and  added  something  of  great  intrinsic  value  to  the 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Rose  is  a native  of  Louisiana,  born  in  New 
Orleans,  March  19,  1847,  and  is  a descendant  of  a 
prominent  Virginia  family.  His  father,  Alfred  James 
Rose,  was  a grandson  of  John  Rose,  of  Virginia, 
who  at  one  time  was  chief  draughtsman  and  con- 
structor in  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard.  He  married 
Eliza  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review  was  John 
Seaton  Johnston,  also  of  Virginia,  who  married  Susan 
Cenas,  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  French  fam- 
ilies in  Louisiana,  members  of  which  were  prominent 
in  colonial  times. 

Rufus  E.  Rose  acquired  a thorough  education  in 
civil  engineering  and  in  chemistry  and  in  his  early 
manhood  became  connected  with  the  development  of 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  having  been  one  of  the 
first  to  assist  in  developing  a system  of  operation  for 
sugar  houses  based  on  scientific  chemical  laws,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  old  “rule  of  thumb”  methods. 
In  the  course  of  his  work  of  investigation  he  studied 
the  problems  connected  with  the  drainage  system  of 
Louisiana,  becoming  familiar  with  canals  and  levees 
and  with  the  best  methods  of  draining  the  swamp 
lands  flooded  by  the  annual  overflow,  in  order  to 


bring  them  to  a condition  where  rice  and  sugar  could 
be  profitably  raised  upon  them.  Mr.  Rose  spent  many 
years  in  this  work,  studying  drainage  and  land  recla- 
mation and  thoroughly  mastering  the  scientific  details 
connected  with  these  problems.  His  reputation  grew 
as  his  work  progressed  and  when  the  great  project  of 
draining  the  Everglades  of  Florida  was  initiated,  it 
was  placed  under  his  control  by  Hamilton  Disston,  of 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  Rose  was  selected  as  a man  whose 
superior  scientific  attainments  eminently  well  qualified 
him  to  superintend  and  direct  the  immense  undertak- 
ing. This,  however,  was  abandoned  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Disston. 

In  June,  1881,  Mr.  Rose  left  Louisiana  and  came 
to  Florida,  becoming  connected  with  the  Okeechobee 
Drainage  Company  (the  Disston  company),  building 
the  first  dredges  at  Cedar  Key.  This  work  completed, 
he  went  to  Kissimmee  in  November  of  the  same  year, 
and  there  constructed  a fleet  of  dredges  and  steamers 
for  the  company,  digging  some  forty  miles  of  canal, 
improving  ninety  miles  of  the  river  channels,  and  thus 
reclaiming  a large  territory  in  the  Kissimmee  valley. 

He  established  and  successfully  operated  the  cele- 
brated St.  Cloud  sugar  plantation,  near  Kissimmee, 
which  he  afterward  sold  to  Hamilton  Disston.  So 
successful  was  his  work  in  this  section  of  the  state 
and  so  beneficial  its  effects  upon  the  quality  and 
abundance  of  production  that  in  1885,  at  the  New 
Orleans  Cotton  Centennial,  the  products  of  the  South- 
port  and  St.  Cloud  Sugar  Plantations,  in  Osceola 
county,  then  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rose,  secured 
first  premiums  for  sugar  products  and'  sugarcane  in 
competition  with  those  of  Louisiana,  Cuba,  Mexico 
and  South  America.  From  1881  to  the  present  time 
Mr.  Rose  has  continued  his  scientific  work  in  Florida, 
making  practical  and  beneficial  application  of  a knowl- 
edge which  is  at  once  exhaustive  and  accurate.  In 
1901  he  was  elected  without  opposition  to  his  pres- 
ent position  as  state  chemist  and  he  has  been  three 
times  unanimously  reelected  by  the  people  of  Florida. 
Beginning  in  1901  with  one  assistant  and  with  a very 
inferior  laboratory  equipment  and  with  a net  income 
of  eight  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  Mr.  Rose  has 
so  directed  his  labors  that  the  state  laboratory  now 
occupies  a creditable  building  of  six  rooms,  well  ar- 
ranged and  well  equipped.  The  staff  consists  of  the 
state  chemist  and  three  assistants,  chemical  analysts 
of  repute  and  ability,  all  graduates  of  the  Florida 
University,  and  there  are  two  competent  inspectors  in 
the  field.  Although  the  equipment  and  the  working 
force  of  the  department  have  so  greatly  increased  on 
account  of  the  increased  responsibilities  of  the  office, 
the  net  income  for  1908  was  above  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  nearly  four  hundred  per  cent  greater  than 
that  of  1901,  while  the  net  income  for  1912  amounted 
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to  sixty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  eight  hundred  and  forty  per  cent. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  work 
done  by  Mr.  Rose  in  this  position,  for  it  has  afifected 
the  growth  of  practically  all  of  the  representative 
industries  of  the  state,  has  promoted  efficiency  by  es- 
tablishing scientific  and  accurate  methods,  has  in- 
creased facilities  and  thus  added  to  the  amount  of 
production,  and  in  the  last  analysis  increased  in  a 
material  way  the  wealth  of  the  state  as  well  as  the 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  nation.  In  addition  to  his 
office  as  state  chemist,  Mr.  Rose  is  president  of  the 
Florida  Agricultural  Society,  vice  president  of  the 
Interstate  Cane  Grower’s  Association,  and  representa- 
tive of  the  Florida  agricultural  department  to  the 
National  Association  of  Food,  Drug  and  Dairy  Offi- 
cials, connections  which  show  the  extent  of  the  inter- 
ests and  the  importance  of  his  place  in  agricultural 
circles  of  the  south. 

Mr.  Rose  has  been  twice  married.  In  New  Orleans 
he  wedded  Miss  Emeline  Soule  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  a daughter,  who  is  now  Mrs.  FI.  J.  Rogers, 
of  DeFuniak  Springs.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  Mr.  Rose  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Morgan,  of 
Philadelphia,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Morgan  and  Mary 
(Bacon)  Morgan,  prominent  Quaker  families  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  two  children,  Muriel  M. 
and  Rufus  Edwards,  Jr. 

Although  not  a politician  in  any  sense  of  the  word 
Mr.  Rose  is  intelligently  interested  in  public  matters 
and  active  in  state  and  local  affairs.  Flis  greatest 
claim  to  distinction,  however,  lies  in  his  constructive 
scientific  work,  in  which  connection  he  has  done  much 
to  promote  the  upbuilding  of  the  state  of  Florida. 
His  researches  have  been  carried  far  and  wide  into 
the  realms  of  scientific  agriculture.  He  has  demon- 
strated the  worth  of  his  work  in  practical  form  in  his 
efforts  in  reclaiming  and  draining  the  lands  of  the 
state,  particularly  the  Everglades,  and  in  various  other 
fields  of  activity  in  which  he  is  interested.  His 
labors  have  therefore  been  of  the  utmost  benefit  to 
his  fellowmen  and  he  has  justly  merited  the  honors 
and  distinction  which  have  come  to  him  as  a man  of 
superior  practical  and  scientific  attainments. 


JOSEPH  R.  WILLIAMS. 

Joseph  R.  Williams,  who  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  men  of  Armstrong,  St.  John  county, 
Florida,  where  he  has  large  interests,  was  born  in 
Colleton  county,  South  Carolina,  July  22,  1856,  a son 
of  Henry  and  Martha  (Rishes)  Williams.  He  has 


become  one  of  the  largest  operators  in  turpentine,  con- 
ducting stills  not  only  in  Armstrong,  but  also  at  Racey 
Point  and  Hurds,  employing  in  all  over  one  hundred 
hands  in  extracting  and  handling  his  products.  The 
parents  were  also  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  there 
they  spent  their  whole  lives,  the  father  passing  away 
while  on  a visit  to  his  son,  our  subject,  in  June,  1905, 
while  the  mother  passed  away  twenty-five  years  ago, 
in  South  Carolina.  The  Rishes  family  are  of  English 
descent,  having  come  to  America  in  colonial  days,  and 
both  the  maternal  and  paternal  families  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  South  Carolina.  The  father  served 
with  distinction  through  the  Civil  war  as  a private. 

Joseph  R.  Williams  was  one  of  ten  children,  all 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  are  still  living  with  the 
exception  of  two.  All  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family  make  their  home  in  Florida.  Joseph  R.  Wil- 
liams resided  at  the  place  of  his  birth  until  he  came  to 
Florida  in  1893.  He  then  located  near  Green  Cove 
Springs,  Clay  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the  turpen- 
tine business,  being  thus  engaged  for  five  years.  He 
later  removed  to  Hurds,  St.  John  county,  following 
the  same  line  of  business.  He  has  been  connected 
with  that  occupation  for  over  twenty  years  and  has 
attained  eminent  success  along  that  line.  He  leases 
the  timber  from  which  he  extracts  the  turpentine  and 
now  runs  three  stills  in  this  county — at  Racey  Point, 
Hurds  and  Armstrong.  At  Racey  Point  he  is  engaged 
in  the  business  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  F.  G., 
and  in  all  they  have  leased  and  own  about  twenty 
thousand  acres  of  land  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Williams 
owns  about  three  thousand  acres  at  Armstrong,  and  at 
Hurds  he  owns  in  connection  with  his  brother  about 
five  thousand  acres.  At  Racey  Point,  however,  they 
lease  the  timber  from  their  sister,  Mrs.  Sallie  C.  Car- 
ter, the  widow  of  B.  A.  Carter.  Through  industry 
and  energy  Mr.  Williams  has  built  up  an  extensive 
business,  netting  him  annually  a substantial  income. 
He  employs  about  thirty  hands  at  Armstrong,  a like 
number  at  Racey  Point  and  forty  men  at  Hurds.  In 
1912  their  output  was  about  ten  hundred  and  fifty 
barrels  of  spirits  at  their  three  places  of  business  and 
their  rosin  ran  to  about  three  times  that  amount. 

In  November,  1875,  Mr.  Williams  married  Miss 
Isabelle  Padgett,  a native  of  Colleton  county,  South 
Carolina,  where  she  was  born  September  7,  1858.  Their 
marriage  was  an  outcome  of  a school  romance,  for  as 
little  boy  and  girl  they  attended  the  same  classes.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Isam  and  Martha  (Cone)  Padgett, 
natives  of  South  Carolina,  where  they  spent  their  entire 
lives  and  passed  away,  the  father  dying  when  the 
wife  of  our  subject  was  only  four  years  of  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
all  of  whom  were  born  in  South  Carolina  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  two,  who  are  natives  of  Florida. 
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Their  children  were:  Flora,  the  wife  of  Elam  Weeks, 
of  Green  Cove  Springs,  Florida ; Ora,  a twin  sister  of 
the  former  and  the  wife  of  B.  J.  Masters,  of  Elkton; 
Charles  English,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
Dona,  the  wife  of  James  Masters,  of  Elkton ; ITaskel, 
at  home ; Rishes,  the  wife  of  R.  A.  Masters,  of  Elkton, 
who  is  there  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
also  fills  the  position  of  postmaster;  Barbara,  at  home; 
Henry,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifteen;  Anna, 
also  at  home ; and  Richmond  Pearson  Hobson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  to  which  they  give  their  helpful  support. 
For  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Williams  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  body,  joining  that  organiza- 
tion in  South  Carolina  and  being  now  a member  of 
Hasting  Lodge,  No.  83.  Energetic,  active,  industrious, 
he  has  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  in 
this  section  of  the  state,  but  while  he  has  attained  to 
well  earned  success,  has  been  a helpful  and  cooperant 
factor  in  the  general  advancement.  He  is  one  of  the 
foremost  men  in  the  turpentine  business  in  this  region 
and,  as  such,  a representative  of  an  occupation  that  is 
one  of  the  most  important  sources  of  income  in  this 
district.  At  all  times  Mr.  Williams  has  been  actuated 
by  laudable  ambition  which  has  carried  him  forward 
to  success.  He  is  a man  of  strong  character  and  has 
come  to  be  recognized  as  a forceful  element  in  the 
community,  although  he  has  never  cared  for  political 
or  public  office.  He  inspires  confidence  wherever  he 
is  known  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  into  contact  in  a business  or  social  way. 
By  the  force  of  his  will,  his  ability,  his  foresight  and 
his  initiative  he  has  built  up  a flourishing  industry 
that  places  him  among  the  foremost  citizens  of  this 
region  of  the  state  and  furnishes  an  important  part  of 
the  public  resources.  No  detail  is  too  unimportant  to 
receive  his  closest  attention  and  it  is  perhaps  this 
quality,  among  others,  which  has  guided  him  to 
success. 


WILLIAM  M.  DAVIDSON. 

William  M.  Davidson  is  treasurer  of  the  Jackson- 
ville Terminal  Company,  having  been  connected  with  it 
in  different  capacities  since  1895.  For  forty-five  years 
he  has  been  connected  with  railway  service  and  has 
made  an  excellent  record,  thoroughly  mastering  all  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  and  so  directing  the  work 
of  his  position  that  the  public  and  the  company  have 
alike  benefited  thereby.  Florida  claims  Mr.  Davidson 
as  one  of  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred 
at  Quincy  in  1841.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  there 
passed  and  when  a young  man  of  nineteen  years  he 


offered  his  services  to  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting 
in  1861  in  a volunteer  company  which  he  had  been 
largely  instrumental  in  organizing.  He  was  elected  first 
lieutenant  of  this  command,  which  became  Company 
G of  the  First  Regiment  of  Florida  Infantry,  under 
Colonel  James  Patton  Anderson.  On  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  regiment  at  Chattahoochee  he  was  appointed 
adjutant  and  for  several  months  continued  in  that  po- 
sition, discharging  its  responsible  duties  most  satisfac- 
torily, but  resigning  at  the  end  of  that  time  in  order 
to  be  with  his  company  as  first  lieutenant.  He  was 
with  his  command  on  Pensacola  bay  until  the  spring 
of  1862,  when  Colonel  Anderson  was  promoted  briga- 
dier-general and  named  Mr.  Davidson  as  his  aide-de- 
camp,  in  which  rank  he  remained  in  connection  with 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  In  several  important  en- 
gagements General  Anderson  commanded  a division 
and  in  1864  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general 
and  given  command  of  a division  in  the  Atlanta  and 
Carolina  campaigns.  As  his  aid,  Lieutenant  Davidson’s 
service  was  of  a most  important  character.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  April, 
1862,  and  in  his  report  of  that  engagement  General 
Anderson  made  mention  of  him  as  follows : ‘‘Lieuten- 
ant William  M.  Davidson,  aide-de-camp,  was  con- 
stantly by  my  side  except  when  absent  by  my  orders, 
all  of  Which  he  delivered  with  promptitude  and  intel- 
ligence. While  engaged  in  this  and  passing  from  one 
portion  of  the  field  to  another,  he  made  many  narrow 
escapes,  having  frequently  to  pass  under  the  most  gall- 
ing fires  to  reach  his  point  of  destination.”  With  the 
reputation  made  at  Shiloh  the  young  staff  officer  con- 
tinued a service  by  which  he  held  the  esteem  of  his 
general  and  comrades  in  the  battles  of  Farmington, 
(Mississippi),  Perryville  (Kentucky),  Murfreesboro, 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Atlanta  and  Jones- 
boro. At  Chickamauga  General  Anderson,  who  com- 
manded Hindman’s  division,  again  in  his  report  praised 
the  activity  and  valor  of  his  aide-de-camp.  Finally 
Lieutenant  Davidson  joined  the  army  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  was  present  at  the  surrender  at  Greensboro 
on  the  26th  of  April,  1865. 

With  his  return  to  civil  life  Lieutenant  Davidson 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Quincy,  conducting 
his  store  until  1868,  when  he  suffered  heavy  losses  by 
fire.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1869,  he  entered  into  ac- 
tive connection  with  railway  interests,  serving  as  agent, 
traveling  agent  and  superintendent  of  the  Florida  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  and  after  its  consolidation  with  the  Jack- 
sonville, Pensacola  & Mobile  Railroad  was  made 
general  manager.  He  continued  in  that  capacity  for  a 
number  of  years,  discharging  his  duties  with  the  ut- 
most fidelity  and  capability,  but  at  length  resigned  and 
in  1895  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  Jacksonville  Terminal  Company.  In  that  service 
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he  has  since  continued  and  in  this,  as  in  other  posi- 
tions, he  has  made  a most  creditable  record  by  rea- 
son of  his  faithfulness,  his  unflagging  energy  and  his 
close  application. 

In  November,  1873,  Captain  Davidson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Clara  Agnes  Boulter,  of  Jacksonville, 
who  died  December  30,  1906,  leaving  two  daughters, 
Clara  Etta  and  Agnes.  The  Captain  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Country  Club  and  is  an  active  supporter 
and  earnest  worker  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church 
of  Jacksonville,  in  which  he  is  now  an  elder.  His  has 
been  an  upright,  honorable  life,  commending  him  to 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 
Trustworthiness  and  fidelity  are  among  his  strong 
characteristics,  evidenced  both  in  his  military  service 
and  in  his  later  record  as  a business  man  in  active  con- 
nection with  railway  interests. 


WILMER  CORTEZ  BOX,  M.  D. 

Capable,  earnest  and  conscientious  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  professional  duties,  Dr.  Wilmer  Cortez  Box 
has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  successfully  cope  with 
the  ravages  of  disease  and  sickness.  Coming  to  Grace- 
ville  in  June,  1907,  he  has  since  built  up  a representa- 
tive and  extensive  patronage  which  increases  as  his 
reputation  grows  and  his  ability  as  physician  and  sur- 
geon becomes  more  widely  recognized.  Born  in 
Geneva  county,  Alabama  (now  Houston  county),  No- 
vember 5,  1883,  he  is  a son  of  Charles  O.  and  Rena 
D.  (Jones)  Box,  the  former  a well  known  agricultur- 
ist of  that  part  of  Alabama,  who  still  resides  in  Hous- 
ton county.  His  prominence  among  his  fellow  citizens 
is  attested  by  the  fact  that  in  1898  and  1899  he  served 
as  representative  from  Geneva  county  in  the  state  leg- 
islature. His  wife  passed  away  September  8,  1904. 
In  their  family  were  ten  children:  a son  who  died  in 
infancy;  Carrie  B.,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Smith,  of  Hous- 
ton county,  Alabama;  Leola,  who  married  J.  W.  Nich- 
ols, of  Cottonwood,  Alabama ; Bessie,  the  wife  of  G. 
N.  Williams,  of  Greenwood,  that  state;  Dr.  W.  C.  Box, 
of  this  review ; Chester  C.,  a practicing  physician  of 
Gordon,  Alabama;  Ina,  the  wife  of  J.  0.  Powell,  of 
Campbellton,  Florida ; Ora,  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Pilcher, 
of  Madrid,  Alabama;  Inez,  who  married  W.  C.  Will- 
iams, of  Graceville;  and  Malcolm,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

Reared  amid  the  refining  influences  of  a cultured 
home,  Wilmer  C.  Box  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a su- 
perior education,  attending  for  some  time  the  Abbe- 
ville (Alabama)  high  school.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
he  engaged  in  school  teaching,  but  he  subsequently 
took  the  civil  service  examination  and  found  employ- 
ment with  the  government  as  mail  weigher  in  1904 


and  later  was  appointed  postal  clerk,  continuing  in 
that  position  until  October  1,  1904,  when  he  resigned 
in  order  to  take  up  a course  of  study  at  Grant  Univer- 
sity, at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  There  he  remained 
for  one  year  and  then  entered  the  Atlanta  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  finishing  his  course  in  1907. 
Since  June  of  that  year  he  has  been  located  at  Grace- 
ville, Florida,  where  he  enjoys  an  extensive  and  grati- 
fying  practice.  His  qualifications  as  a physician  and 
surgeon  are  of  a high  order  and  his  reputation  is 
largely  budded  upon  the  confidence  the  people  have  in 
his  ability,  a confidence  of  which  he  is  well  worthy. 
Rich  and  poor  are  much  alike  to  him  when  his  serv- 
ices are  needed  and  his  first  and  foremost  considera- 
tion always  is  to  help  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  never 
taking  into  consideration  the  financial  aspects  of  the 
case.  His  sterling  qualities  are  such  that  they  com- 
mend him  to  the  respect,  confidence  and  good-will  of 
all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  and  as  the  years 
have  passed  he  has  become  firmly  entrenched  in  the 
affection  of  those  who  have  stood  in  need  of  his  serv- 
ices or  those  who  meet  him  in  a social  way. 

On  October  18,  1911,  Dr.  Box  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Frances  Simmons,  of  Marianna,  Florida. 
They  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church  and  take 
an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the  work  of  that  or- 
ganization and  its  allied  societies.  Fraternally  the 
Doctor  is  a Mason  and  a Knight  of  Pythias  and  ex- 
emplifies in  his  everyday  life  the  beneficent  principles 
of  the  craft.  Of  studious  mind  and  deeply  attached 
to  his  profession,  Dr.  Box  keeps  well  informed  in 
regard  to  the  latest  methods  and  discoveries  made  or 
employed  in  the  field  of  medical  science  and  he  well 
merits  the  large  patronage  that  honors  him  with  its 
confidence. 


DR.  W.  R.  O.  VEAL. 

Dr.  W.  R.  O.  Veal,  of  Martel,  is  with  one  exception 
the  oldest  medical  practitioner  in  years  of  continuous 
service  in  Marion  county  and  his  ability  is  attested  in 
the  liberal  patronage  accorded  him.  He  has  ever  re- 
mained an  earnest  student  of  his  profession,  discharg- 
ing his  duties  with  a sense  of  conscientious  obligation 
that  has  made  his  work  of  great  value  to  his  fellow- 
men.  He  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  South  Caro- 
lina, September  2,  1847,  his  mother  dying  at  his  birth, 
while  his  father  passed  away  three  months  later  with 
typhoid  fever.  He  came  of  Huguenot  ancestry,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  family  fleeing  from  France  at  the 
time  the  edict  of  Nantes  was  revoked  and  going  as  ref- 
ugees to  South  Carolina.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Mickle,  was  a naval  officer  of  the  War  of 
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1812.  Captain  Thomas  P.  Veal,  a half  brother  of  Dr. 
Veal,  served  as  a captain  of  the  Flying  Artillery  in 
the  Confederate  army  and  was  afterward  killed  in 
a duel. 

Dr.  Veal  was  an  only  child,  but  had  a half  brother 
and  half  sister.  He  was  reared  by  his  mother’s  broth- 
ers, who  were  Scotch  people,  and  were  made  Dr.  Veal’s 
guardians.  One  of  the  brothers  was  a cattle  man,  who 
brought  his  nephew  to  Florida  in  his  early  boyhood, 
so  that  his  youthful  days  were  spent  in  South  Carolina 
and  in  this  state  until  after  Fort  Sumter  was  fired 
upon,  when  he  ran  away  from  school,  then  a lad  of 
fourteen  years,  and  joined  the  Confederate  army  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  South  Carolina  Cavalry.  He 
served  as  a courier  under  General  Beauregard  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  command 
and  went  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  General 
Lee.  While  acting  as  a courier  he  was  wounded  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  being  hit  in  the  neck  by  a piece 
of  shell.  For  a brief  time  he  was  in  the  camp 
infirmary  and  then  granted  a short  furlough.  He  sur- 
rendered with  the  remnant  of  Lee’s  army  at  Appo- 
mattox, and  after  being  paroled  for  a time  returned 
to  Florida  and  punched  cattle  for  his  uncle.  He  later 
went  to  Cuba  and  in  1866  returned  to  Florida,  when 
he  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  J. 
A.  Stuart  at  Micanopy,  Marion  county.  He  afterward 
attended  the  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Medical  College  and 
later  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  and 
entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Cotton  Plant,  in  Marion  county,  about  four  miles  from 
his  present  home.  He  was  at  Camden,  South  Carolina, 
during  the  reconstruction  period,  but  has  resided  con- 
tinuously in  Marion  county  since  1871,  devoting  his 
time  and  energies  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery.  He  has  also  developed  three  orange  groves 
since  coming  to  this  state,  but  lost  all  through  a heavy 
freeze.  Anything  which  tends  to  bring  to  man  the 
key  to  the  complex  mystery  which  we  call  life  elicits 
the  earnest  attention  of  Dr.  Veal,  who  has  continually 
broadened  his  professional  knowledge  by  reading  and 
observation  and  thus  rendered  his  service  of  greater 
value  to  his  patients. 

In  1874  Dr.  Veal  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nettie  A.  Smith,  of  Putnam,  Connecticut,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  three  sons:  Fred,  now  in  Jacksonville; 
William  E.,  of  Istachatta,  Florida ; and  C.  R.,  a farmer 
of  Cotton  Plant,  Marion  county. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Dr.  Veal  has  voted  the 
democratic  ticket.  He  is  fond  of  fun,  is  fearless  in 
defense  of  his  honest  convictions,  and  his  position  is 
never  an  equivocal  one  upon  any  vital  question.  For 
many  years  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic county  committee  and  has  labored  earnestly  to 
promote  party  successes.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 


with  the  Masons  and  has  taken  the  Scottish  Rite  de- 
grees. He  is  also  a member  of  the  United  Confed- 
erate Veterans  and  is  surgeon  for  and  an  honorary 
member  of  the  local  organization  of  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  He  was  a member  of  the  first  medical  as- 
sociation of  Marion  county,  which  he  joined  on  its 
organization,  thus  keeping  in  touch  with  the  advanced 
thought  of  the  profession  and  with  those  truths  which 
investigation  and  research  bring  to  light.  He  holds  to 
high  professional  standards  and  as  citizen  and  physi- 
cian occupies  a prominent  place  in  public  regard. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  B.  YOUNG. 

The  American  citizen  ever  has  high  respect  and 
honor  for  a brave  and  loyal  soldier,  and  it  is  only  the 
most  narrow-minded  and  bitter  partisanship,  whether 
in  north  or  south,  that  does  not  recognize  the  nobility 
and  the  courage  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war, 
whether  fighting  for  their  loved  southland  and  the 
principles  for  which  it  stood  or  whether  upholding  the 
opinions  advocated  by  the  Federal  government  at 
Washington.  A name  that  graces  the  annals  of  Con- 
federate history  is  that  of  Colonel  William  B.  Young, 
now  a well  known  and  successful  attorney  of  Jack- 
sonville, where  he  has  made  his  home  since  January, 
1880.  Through  the  intervening  years  he  has  main- 
tained high  rank  at  the  bar  here  and  ably  served  upon 
the  bench  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit  for  three  years. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Marengo  county,  Alabama,  in 
1842,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  he  at- 
tended the  Furman  University  of  South  Carolina  and 
the  University  of  Alabama,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  June, 
t86i.  In  the  meantime  the  country  had  become  en- 
gaged in  Civil  war  and  immediately  following  his 
graduation  he  joined  the  Marengo  Rifles,  a volunteer 
company,  for  the  Confederate  service,  of  which  he 
was  elected  second  lieutenant.  This  became  Company 
A of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Alabama  Infantry, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sydenham  Moore,  and 
was  mustered  in  at  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  in  the  latter 
part  of  June,  1861.  Lieutenant  Young’s  first  battle 
was  at  Seven  Pines,  where  the  loss  of  his  regiment 
was  heavy,  and  in  the  engagement  at  Gaines’  Mill,  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1863,  he  was  shot  in  the  breast,  be- 
ing disabled  for  further  duty  through  the  succeeding 
two  weeks.  By  that  time  he  was  promoted  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  with  the  exception  of  a few  months  spent 
on  the  brigade  staff  served  in  that  rank  with  his  com- 
pany through  the  campaigns  including  the  battles  of 
Second  Manasses,  Harper’s  Ferry,  Sharpsburg,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Salem  Church,  Chancellorsville,  Gettys- 
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burg,  Mine  Run  and  Bristoe  Station.  In  March, 
1864,  he  was  made  captain  of  a picked  company  of 
forty-two  men,  selected  as  sharpshooters,  and  designed 
for  service  on  the  picket  line  and  positions  of  greatest 
danger.  With  this  command  he  fought  through  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Courthouse, 
Hanover  Junction,  Second  Cold  Harbor,  Deep  Bot- 
tom, and  about  Petersburg,  including  the  battle  of 
June  22d.  In  July,  1864,  he  was  appointed  adjutant 
general  of  the  brigade,  then  commanded  by  General 
J.  C.  C.  Sanders,  in  Mahone’s  division,  and  he  served 
in  this  capacity  at  the  battle  of  the  Crater,  the  fight 
near  Deep  Bottom  early  in  August,  the  battles  at 
Ream’s  Station  and  on  the  Weldon  Railroad,  until 
he  was  painfully  wounded  in  the  Petersburg  trenches 
in  October.  He  was  not  able  to  return  to  duty  until 
December,  and  after  that  he  was  in  all  the  engage- 
ments of  his  command  to  the  end,  fighting  at  Hatcher's 
Run  in  February,  1865,  and  afterwards  on  the  How- 
lett  House  line  until  the  evacuation  of  Richmond. 
During  the  retreat  to  Appomattox  he  served  in  the 
rear  guard,  and  finally  he  was  among  the  heroes  sur- 
rendered by  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Following  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Young  re- 
turned to  Alabama,  where  he  took  up  the  study  of 
law  and  at  Montgomery,  in  March,  1868,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  Removing  to  the  far  west,  he 
practiced  for  two  years  in  California  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  native  state,  following  his  profession  in 
Greensboro  until  January,  1880.  At  that  date  he  ar- 
rived in  Jacksonville  and  entered  upon  active  connec- 
tion with  the  practice  of  law  in  this  state.  His  ex- 
perience and  ability  enabled  him  to  rapidly  win  recog- 
nition as  an  able,  learned,  forceful  and  resourceful 
lawyer,  and  he  continued  successfully  in  private  prac- 
tice until  1889,  when  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
fourth  judicial  district  of  Florida,  rerriaining  upon 
the  bench  for  three  years.  In  1892,  while  he  was 
serving  in  the  capacity  of  circuit  judge  he  was  ten- 
dered an  appointment  as  one  of  the  judges  of  the  state 
supreme  court  by  Governor  Francis  P.  Fleming,  which 
offer,  however,  he  declined.  He  resumed  the  private 
practice  of  law  instead  and  again  was  accorded  a large 
and  distinctively  representative  clientage. 

In  July,  1889,  Colonel  Young  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Margaret  Rankin  at  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  son  and  two 
daughters:  Fanny,  William  and  Margaret.  Colonel 
Young  is  a member  of  the  Seminole,  Country 
and  Yacht  Clubs  and  is  popular  in  those  organiza- 
tions. His  interest  in  military  affairs  has  never 
abated,  and  upon  the  reorganization  of  the  Jackson- 
ville Light  Infantry  in  1880  he  was  elected  captain, 
remaining  in  command  until  the  organization  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  Florida  State  Troops,  of  which  he 


was  appointed  major,  serving  until  June,  1888,  when 
he  resigned.  In  1905  he  was  appointed  a member  of 
the  governor's  staff  and  subsequently  was  appointed 
judge  advocate  general  of  the  National  Guard  of 
Florida,  remaining  in  that  position  until,  at  his  own 
request,  he  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  in  the  spring 
of  1912,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  Florida  numbers 
him  among  her  representative  and  honored  citizens 
and  Jacksonville  claims  him  as  one  of  the  distinguished 
representatives  of  the  bar. 


DAVID  DAWES. 

David  Dawes,  interested  in  orange  cultivation  in 
Putnam  county,  is  a self-made  man  whose  success  is 
attribut’able  entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  Fie  has 
worked  his  way  upward  through  determination,  close 
application  and  laudable  ambition  and  now  has  an 
orange  grove  covering  the  greater  part  of  thirty  acres. 
His  home  is  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Crescent 
City,  where  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known.  He 
was  born  in  Hampshire,  England,  on  Easter  Sunday, 
the  31st  of  March,  1849,  his  parents  being  David  and 
Fannie  (Nelson)  Dawes,  the  latter  a descendant  of 
Lord  Nelson.  Her  father  came  to  America  with  one 
son  and  died  in  the  west.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  reached  the  very  venerable  age  of  one 
hundred  and  three  years  and  the  father,  David  Dawes, 
Sr.,  was  ninety-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
demise.  The  former  was  a shepherd  and  was  one  of 
the  last  of  the  old  Anglo-Saxon  gypsy  shepherds. 
He  related  to  his  grandson,  Mr.  Dawes  of  this  review, 
many  thrilling  incidents  of  the  early  days  when  it  was 
not  an  infrequent  thing  for  highwaymen  and  robbers 
to  attack  and  rob  any  whom  they  might  encounter. 
Both  David  and  Fannie  (Nelson)  Dawes  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  England.  Fie,  too,  was  a shepherd  and 
succeeded  his  father  on  the  estate  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Earle,  and  died  in  1909  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two  years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  December, 
1910,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  Their  son  David  was 
the  eldest  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are 
deceased,  and  was  the  only  one  to  come  to  the  United 
States. 

Reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  1872,  making  his  way  first  to  Canada 
and  thence  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  June,  1876,  he 
arrived  in  Florida,  settling  at  the  place  where  he  still 
makes  his  home.  He  has  always  enjoyed  good  health 
here  and  has  met  with  a fair  measure  of  prosperity  in 
his  undertakings.  He  worked  as  a laboring  man  at 
various  occupations  until  he  came  to  Florida,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  removals  he  met  many  people  of 
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importance.  At  one  time  he  dro\e  a carriage  for  Wil- 
liam Chisholm  and  he  knew  Henry  M.  Flagler  well 
when  the  latter  was  a poor  man.  He  was 
also  acquainted  with  John  D.  Rockefeller.  Mr.  Dawes 
is  now  largely  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  oranges, 
having  thirty  acres  of  land  mostly  planted  with  fruit 
which  he  raised  from  the  seed.  His  entire  time  is 
now  given  to  orange  propagation  and  his  groves  pre- 
sent a most  attractive  appearance,  containing  many 
fine  varieties  of  fruit.  He  makes  his  home  in  Cres- 
cent City  and  is  a leading  and  influential  resident,  who 
has  been  called  upon  several  times  to  serve  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council. 

Mr.  Dawes’  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic 
church.  Fie  was  married  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1876. 
to  Miss  Mary  McNeff,  a native  of  Ireland,  who 
started  for  Canada  with  her  widowed  mother  and  four 
children,  but  the  mother  and  two  of  the  children  died 
of  ship  fever  while  on  the  sea.  Her  uncles  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  locating  the  other  two  children  and  they 
were  reared  at  Cobourg,  Ontario.  For  thirty-seven 
years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawes  have  resided  in  Putnam 
county,  where  they  are  well  and  favorably  known. 


BETHEL  McMULLEN,  D.  D.  S. 

Careful  college  training  qualified  Dr.  Bethel 
McMullen  for  the  practice  of  dentistry,  in  which  he 
successfully  continued  for  a number  of  years,  but  he 
has  now  retired  from  that  profession  and  is  devoting 
his  attention  to  the  citrus  fruit  industry,  owning  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  his  home  place  at 
Bayview,  including  a fine  grove  of  fifteen  acres. 
For  forty  years  he  has  owned  an  orange  grove  in  this 
locality,  but  it  is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that 
he  has  put  aside  professional  cares  and  duties  and 
concentrated  his  attention  upon  horticultural  pursuits. 

Dr.  McMullen  was  born  in  Hernando  county, 
December  23,  1845,  a son  °f  James  P.  and  Elizabeth 
(Campbell)  McMullen,  who  are  natives  of  Georgia. 
Both  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  representatives 
of  old  Huguenot  families  which  were  founded  in 
America  in  colonial  days.  Among  their  descendants 
were  participants  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  James  P. 
McMullen  was  born  in  Taliaferro  county,  Georgia, 
but  was  married  in  Hernando  county,  Florida,  his 
wife  having  come  to  this  state  with  her  widowed 
mother  after  her  father,  Alexander  Campbell,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
state  about  1835.  Thomas  McMullen,  a brother  of 
James  P.  McMullen,  was  shot  by  the  Indians  in  Madi- 
son county,  Florida,  but  survived  for  many  years. 
About  1848  the  parents  of  Dr.  McMullen  removed  to 


Tampa  and  later  became  residents  of  Hernando  county, 
whence  they  afterward  came  to  the  Pinellas  penin- 
sula about  1850,  their  remaining  days  being  here 
passed.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  and 
the  mother  when  about  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He 
led  an  active  outdoor  life,  largely  devoted  to  cattle 
raising.  He  was  in  delicate  health  when  he  removed 
to  this  district,  but  through  outdoor  life  and  exercise 
became  a robust  man.  He  handled  thousands  of  head 
of  cattle  and  in  addition  he  raised  some  corn  and  cane 
and  other  crops  which  he  produced  successfully,  al- 
though it  was  the  usually  accepted  opinion  that  this 
could  not  be  done.  Mr.  McMullen’s  military  experi- 
ence covered  service  in  the  Seminole  war  during  the 
’50s  and  throughout  the  Civil  war.  He  was  strongly 
opposed  to  secession  and  announced  his  views  so  un- 
mistakably that  he  became  unpopular  with  his  fellow 
citizens,  who  were  in  favor  of  withdrawing  from  the 
Union.  At  length,  however,  when  the  state  decided 
to  secede  he  felt  that  he  must  remain  with  his  loved 
southland  and  did  active  duty  in  the  war.  His  early 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  whig  party  and 
after  the  war  he  continuously  supported  the  demo- 
cratic party,  which  elected  him  to  various  local  offices 
of  trust.  Flis  fraternal  relations  were  with  the 
Masons.  LTnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMullen  were  born 
eleven  children : Bethel ; Margaret,  who  died  in  in- 

fancy ; Sarah,  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Belcher,  of  Largo ; 
D.  C.,  who  is  mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume ; Kate,  who  was  the  first  wife  of  W.  A.  Belcher; 
Eliza,  the  deceased  wife  of  W.  H.  Toles;  R.  J.,  who 
died  in  1911;  B.  L.,  of  Pinellas  county;  William,  who 
died  in  1863  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Lucy,  the  wife 
of  D.  J.  Booth,  of  Safety  Harbor ; and  G.  W. 

For  more  than  sixty  years,  or  since  1852,  Dr. 
Bethel  McMullen  has  resided  on  the  Pinellas  penin- 
sula. Although  a young  man  in  his  teens  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war,  he  entered  the  army  at  Brooksville, 
Florida,  in  connection  with  his  father  and  was  en- 
gaged in  caring  for  cattle,  in  connection  with  the 
quartermaster’s  department  for  two  years.  He  then 
enlisted  under  Captain  L.  G.  Leslie  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  proving  a brave  soldier  and  one 
whose  loyalty  to  the  cause  which  he  espoused  was 
never  questioned. 

After  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  Dr.  McMullen 
took  up  the  study  of  dentistry,  which  he  pursued  alone 
for  a time,  as  the  family  had  been  reduced  to  straight- 
ened financial  circumstances  owing  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  war.  Later  he  was  enabled  to  pursue  his  studies 
in  the  Baltimore  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1872.  He  then  returned  to  Florida  and  con- 
tinued actively  in  practice  until  about  ten  years  ago, 
when  he  retired  from  his  profession,  although  he  had 
enjoyed  a large  and  gratifying  practice  in  the  inter- 
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'veiling  years.  For  forty  years  he  has  been  the  owner 
of  an  orange  grove  and  now  has  fifteen  acres  of  his 
home  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at  Bay- 
view  planted  to  citrus  fruits.  He  gathers  therefrom 
good  crops  so  that  his  annual  shipments  are  now  ex- 
tensive and  return  to  him  a gratifying  income. 

In  1874  Dr.  McMullen  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Nannie  E.  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Hernando 
■county  and  was  reared  at  Brooksville,  where  they 
were  married.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are : 
Blanche  Norton,  the  deceased  wife  of  W.  F.  Norton; 
F.  P.,  living  in  St.  Petersburg ; Maude,  the  wife  of 
B.  Cone,  of  Fort  Pierce;  James  S.  of  Center  Hill; 
Fred  B.,  a dentist  of  Largo;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
S.  A.  Shindlebower,  of  Tampa ; Caroline,  the  wife  of 
J.  A.  Crenshaw,  of  Largo;  and  Julia,  at  home. 

Dr.  McMullen  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  since  1871  and  has  ever  been  loyal  to  its 
teachings  concerning  mutual  helpfulness  and  broth- 
erly kindness.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  to  the  United  Confederate  Veterans  Camp  at  St. 
Petersburg.  In  politics  a democrat,  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  supporting  the  principles  of  his  party  and 
has  never  missed  an  opportunity  to  vote  since  the  war. 
At  one  time  he  was  chairman  of  the  Hillsboro  county 
school  board,  and  he  has  ever  been  interested  in  public 
progress  and  improvement,  giving  active  and  helpful 
support  to  many  measures  which  have  promoted  the 
interests  of  this  section  of  the  state  along  progressive 
lines.  His  business,  professional  and  social  relations 
have  brought  him  a wide  acquaintance  and  he  has 
gained  warm  friendships  wherever  he  is  known. 


ISAAC  HUGH  AIKEN. 

Isaac  Hugh  Aiken  is  president  of  the  I.  H.  Aiken 
Tug  Boat  Company  of  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  a man 
of  business  integrity  whose  success  has  been  founded 
upon  the  sterling  principles  of  industry,  enterprise  and 
honorable  dealing.  He  was  born  in  Walthourville, 
Georgia,  January  10,  1864,  at  which  time  the  family 
were  there  as  refugees  during  the  Civil  war.  His  par- 
ents were  Isaac  Means  and  Fannie  Maule  (Bryan) 
Aiken,  who  were  married  in  Darien,  Georgia,  January 
21,  1858.  The  ancestry  in  the  paternal  line  is  traced 
back  to  County  Antrim,  Ireland.  The  family  lived 
near  Belfast,  where  they  took  refuge  when  driven 
from  the  south  of  Scotland  in  the  seventeenth  century 
by  the  persecution  of  the  Protestants  by  the  Romanists. 
The  American  branch  of  the  family  was  founded  in 
1787.  David  Aiken,  the  grandfather  of  Isaac  H. 
Aiken,  was  associated  in  the  cotton  business  with  his 
older  brother,  William  Aiken,  who  was  the  first  presi- 


dent of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  Company,  then 
owning  the  longest  railroad  in  the  United  States.  The 
town  of  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  has  been  so  named  in 
honor  of  this  family.  After  the  death  of  his  brother 
David  Aiken  removed  to  Winnsboro,  South  Carolina, 
and  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  planters  in  the  state. 
He  died  just  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  had  upon  his 
plantation  many  hundreds  of  slaves,  but  through  the 
emancipation  proclamations  and  the  ravages  incident 
to  war  the  family  inherited  very  little  of  the  property. 
In  the  maternal  line  the  ancestry  of  Isaac  H.  Aiken  is 
traced  back  in  America  to  1660,  both  sides  of  the  moth- 
er’s family  setting  in  Virginia  and  afterward  removing 
to  North  Carolina.  They  were  not  only  prominent 
and  distinguished  but  held  titles  long  after  coming  to 
the  United  States.  The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Aiken  have 
made  a record  both  in  war  and  in  peace,  and  were 
represented  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  War  of 
1812,  in  the  Florida  war  and  the  Civil  war,  while  in 
times  of  peace  representatives  of  the  name  have  served 
in  congress  and  as  state  officials.  In  the  family  of  Isaac 
M.  and  Fannie  M.  Aiken  there  were  seven  children, 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  those  besides  our  sub- 
ject being  Lewis,  who  died  in  1888  in  his  thirtieth 
year;  D.  Wyatt,  now  in  business  in  New  York  city; 
Frank  D.,  who  is  president  of  a bank  in  Brunswick, 
Georgia ; and  three  daughters  who  are  residing  in  Pen- 
sacola. The  father,  who  served  as  a captain  during  the 
Civil  war,  died  in  Pensacola  on  the  27th  of  April,  1907. 
He  was  a graduate  of  the  University  of  South  Caro- 
lina, of  the  class  of  1851. 

The  period  of  Isaac  H.  Aiken’s  boyhood  covered 
those  days  which  followed  the  Civil  war  with  all  of 
its  ravages  and  disadvantages.  Like  hundreds  of  other 
families  the  Aikens  lost  almost  everything  and  the  edu- 
cational advantages  afforded  Isaac  H.  Aiken  were  only 
such  as  were  offered  in  the  mediocre  schools  of  Mc- 
Intosh county,  Georgia,  where  the  family  then  resided. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  earning  his  own 
livelihood  and  whatever  success  has  come  to  him  in  the 
intervening  years  to  the  present  time  has  been  the 
direct  result  of  his  earnest  labor,  conscientious  purpose 
and  unfaltering  perseverance.  He  clerked  in  Darien, 
Georgia,  for  a time  and  afterward  became  master  of 
barges  in  connection  with  steamboat  towing.  When  he 
had  attained  his  majority  he  was  made  captain  of  a 
tug  and  eventually  purchased  an  interest  in  and  com- 
manded one  of  the  larger  tugs  on  the  Altamaha  river. 
In  1890  he  removed  to  Pensacola,  Florida,  becoming  a 
part  owner  and  captain  of  the  steam  tug  Florida,  his 
partners  being  H.  Baars  and  Bryan  Dunwody,  the 
firm  being  known  as  the  Dunwody,  Aiken  Tow  Boat 
Company.  They  increased  the  number  of  their  tugs 
to  nine,  but  the  storm  of  1906  left  them  only  two 
intact,  sweeping  away  forty-six  barges,  wharf,  ware- 
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house,  offices  and  machine  shop.  Then  came  a terrible 
struggle,  but  with  unfaltering  courage  Captain  Aiken 
set  himself  to  the  task  and  through  all  has  maintained 
his  business  integrity  while  with  unfaltering  purpose 
and  unabating  energy  he  has  managed  his  business  af- 
fairs until  he  is  now  sole  owner  and  manager  of  the 
I.  FI.  Aiken  Tow  Boat  Company,  having  about  two 
years  ago  bought  out  all  other  interests.  He  has  rap- 
idly reached  the  financial  position  which  he  formerly 
occupied  and  certainly  deserves  the  success  which  has 
come  to  him. 

In  Pensacola,  on  the  23d  of  April,  1895,  Captain 
Aiken  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alexina  Galt 
Chipley,  a daughter  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Galt) 
Chipley,  both  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  The  father 
served  first  as  a captain  and  afterward  as  lieutenant 
colonel  and  aide  to  General  Buckner  during  the  Civil 
war.  His  wife  was  descended  from  the  old  and  prom- 
inent family  of  Galt  of  Louisville.  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Aiken  have  but  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Galt,  now  nine 
years  of  age.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Epis- 
copal church  in  which  he  is  serving  as  junior  warden. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party 
and  for  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
city  executive  committee  in  Pensacola.  He  belongs  to 
the  Osceola  and  Country  Clubs  of  Pensacola,  and 
has  a wide  and  favorable  acquaintance.  Receiving  the 
heritage  of  a goodly  name  he  has  ever  tried  to  main- 
tain it  and  the  honor  and  respect  accorded  him  shows 
that  he  has  won  success  in  that  way  as  well  as  in  the 
material  things  of  life. 


JOHN  C.  GARDNER. 

Representing  important  realty  interests,  John  C. 
Gardner  is  well  known  among  the  real-estate  men  of 
Key  West,  having  displayed  along  his  line  such  good 
judgment  that  he  is  considered  one  of  the  foremost 
authorities  on  local  land  values,  and  especially  of  city 
properties.  A native  of  Kentucky,  he  was  born  No- 
vember 15,  1871,  and  after  having  learned  the  printer’s 
trade  located  in  Key  West  in  1892.  For  a short  time 
he  was  employed  along  this  line  on  the  old  Key  West 
Herald. 

On  May  2,  1895,  Mr.  Gardner  married  Miss  Julia 
Albury,  a daughter  of  the  late  Richard  Henry  Albury, 
who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the  most  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Key  West.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gardner 
aided  his  father-in-law  in  the  care  and  management  of 
the  latter’s  real-estate  interests  in  Key  West,  and 
since  the  latter’s  death  a large  share  of  the  management 
of  the  Albury  estate — which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
in  the  island  city,  consisting  of  several  scores  of  rental 


properties — has  devolved  upon  his  shoulders.  In  this 
sphere  of  usefulness  he  has  displayed  business  ability 
and  qualifications  of  a high  order,  and  has  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  continued  and  steady  growth  of 
the  Albury  interests,  which  are  now  widely  distributed 
over  the  city  of  Key  West. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  have  two  children,  Julia  Ida- 
line  and  Clifton  Larry,  aged  seventeen  and  twelve,  re- 
spectively. Mr.  Gardner  is  a member  of  Island  City 
Lodge  No.  14,  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  always 
interested  in  worthy  public  enterprises  and  readily 
gives  his  support  to  measures  of  that  kind.  He  has, 
therefore,  become  a useful  and  influential  citizen  of 
his  adopted  city,  where  he  is  highly  respected  and 
esteemed. 


VERNON  PRICE-WILLIAMS. 

Vernon  Price-Williams,  a prominent  real-estate 
dealer  in  Miami,  was  born  in  Tenby,  South  Wales, 
April  6,  1882,  a son  of  H.  and  Juanita  Claire  Price- 
Williams.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Captain  Harris, 
was  an  officer  in  the  English  navy. 

His  parents  came  to  America  in  1884,  and  settled 
first  in  Lawrence,  Kansas,  from  which  place  they 
later  removed  to  Leesburg,  Florida;  in  1895  they 
came  to  Miami,  arriving  here  four  months  before  a 
railroad  was  built  to  this  point.  His  father  resided 
here  a number  of  years,  but  now  makes  his  home  in 
Havana,  Cuba.  His  mother  passed  away  October  9, 
1912,  in  Waynesville,  North  Carolina,  whither  she 
had  gone  in  hope  of  recovering  her  health. 

Vernon  Price-Williams  was  two  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  brought  him  to  America  and  he  accom- 
panied them  on  their  various  removals  in  the  United 
States,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Since  1895  he  has  made  his  home  in  Miami,  and  since 
the  age  of  thirteen  years  has  been  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources.  At  that  time  he  began  working  as 
a boatman  on  commission,  and,  being  ambitious  and 
economical,  saved  his  money  so  that  eventually  he  was 
able  to  purchase  a boat  of  his  own.  With  this  as  a 
beginning  he  gradually  acquired  a number  of  motor 
boats  which  he  used  for  hauling  both  passengers  and 
freight  and  he  also  built  up  at  this  time  a lucrative 
business  as  a dealer  in  power  boats.  For  the  past 
six  years,  however,  he  has  devoted  his  attention  en- 
tirely to  the  real-estate  business,  chiefly  as  an  inde- 
pendent buyer  and  seller  of  land — both  city  and 
country  property.  And  in  this  connection  he  has  met 
with  prosperity,  being  recognized  today  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  real-estate  operators  in  Dade  county 
and  in  southern  Florida.  For  the  last  few  years  he 
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has  traveled  over  the  United  States  and  has  extensive 
property  interests  elsewhere,  owning  valuable  hold- 
ings in  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Oregon,  and 
he  is  also  heavily  interested  in  the  islands  of  Santo 
Domingo. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1910,  Mr.  Price-Williams 
married  Miss  L.  Louise  Jones,  of  Warrenton,  Georgia, 
and  both  are  very  popular  in  social  circles  of  this  city, 
Mr.  Price-Williams  being  a member  of  the  Dade  and 
Tarpon  Clubs  and  of  the  Jacksonville  Country  Club. 
He  is  also  connected  with  the  Young  Men’s  Chris- 
tian Association  in  Kansas  City,  and  his  religious 
views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Epis- 
copal church.  In  all  essential  respects  he  is  a 
self-made  man,  for  he  began  his  active  career  empty- 
handed  at  an  early  age  and  by  perseverance,  determi- 
nation and  honorable  effort  has  overthrown  the 
obstacles  which  barred  his  path  to  success  and  has 
reached  the  goal  of  prosperity,  gaining  at  the  same  time 
the  respect,  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  are  as- 
sociated with  him. 


CHARLES  JOSIAH  ROSE. 

As  a builder  and  as  a manufacturer  of  concrete 
blocks  Charles  Josiah  Rose  has  been  a most  substan- 
tial factor  in  the  development  of  Miami,  for  he  is 
numbered  among  the  pioneer  business  men  of  this 
city,  his  residence  here  dating  from  1892.  Many  im- 
portant private  and  public  buildings  stand  to  his 
credit  and  in  addition  a whole  thriving  subdivision 
bears  his  name  and  owes  to  him  its  inception  and 
growth,  so  that  his  activities  have  been  forces  also  in 
the  physical  expansion  of  the  community.  He  was 
born  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  September  25,  1847, 
and  is  a son  of  James  M.  Rose,  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  an  early  settler  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  The  latter  married 
Miss  Nancy  Gordon,  who  was  born  in  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Gordon,  a pioneer 
farmer  in  that  locality.  James  M.  Rose  lived  to  the 
age  of  almost  ninety  years  and  his  wife  also  reached 
a ripe  old  age.  In  their  family  were  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  review  was  the  ninth  in 
order  of  birth.  Two  died  in  infancy  and  of  the  re- 
maining eleven  nine  still  survive.  Seven  of  the  sons 
served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  David 
C.  went  to  the  front  as  captain  of  Company  I,  Third 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  for  three  months. 
He  was  later  captain  of  Company  E,  Thirty-first  Ohio 
Volunteers,  and  still  later  was  made  major  of  his 
regiment.  James  Rose  served  as  orderly  sergeant  of 
Company  E,  Thirty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Henry  N.  was  a private  in  Company  E of  the  same 
regiment.  John  M.  and  Edward  L.  served  in  the 
Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  Alonzo  J.  and 
Charles  J.  served  in  the  Thirteenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry.  The  subject  of  this  review  was  afterward 
transferred  to  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  severely 
wounded  in  an  engagement  near  Fort  Williams. 

Charles  Josiah  Rose  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  and  from  that  lo- 
cality enlisted  for  the  Civil  war.  After  the  close  of 
the  war  he  took  a course  in  veterinary  surgery  and 
subsequently  practiced  this  profession  for  eight  years 
in  Columbus. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1870,  Mr.  Rose  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Phebe  Emily  Fisher,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  They 
became  the  parents  of  a son,  Henry  Cloice,  who  died 
in  Miami  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  his  death  having 
been  due  to  an  accident  which  occurred  while  he  was 
riding  a bicycle  in  the  dark.  He  was  a graduate  of 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  promising  young  men  in  the  city. 

In  1891,  on  account  of  failing  health,  Charles  Josiah 
Rose  came  to  Florida  and,  although  he  was  at  that  time 
seriously  ill  and  threatened  with  death,  his  recovery 
in  the  mild  and  healthful  climate  of  Florida  was  rapid. 
His  physician  had  told  him  that  his  days  were  num- 
bered and  bis  lungs  were  so  severely  affected  that  he 
was  unable  to  speak  above  a whisper.  No  sooner  did 
he  locate  on  Biscayne  bay  than  he  began  to  improve, 
in  five  months  had  fully  recovered  his  voice  and  in  a 
year  was  entirely  restored  to  health.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival here  he  took  up  a homestead  claim  at  Cocoanut 
Grove  and  there  planted  and  developed  two  citrus 
groves.  He  continued  to  manage  his  property  there 
until  1897,  when  he  removed  to  the  young  and  rapidly 
growing  city  of  Miami,  then  but  one  year  old.  Here 
he  began  manufacturing  concrete  building  blocks  and 
also  established  himself  in  business  as  a general  con- 
tractor and  builder,  occupations  which  lie  has  success- 
fully followed  since  that  time.  He  purchased  in  1899 
and  brought  to  Miami  the  first  concrete  block  machine 
that  was  ever  used  in  Florida.  This  device  was  built 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  brought  from  there  to 
Miami,  where  Mr.  Rose  used  it  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  material  with  which  he  built  the  first  concrete 
block  structure  in  the  city- — the  Northern  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  parsonage.  He  has  also  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  built  the  first  schoolhouse  located 
within  the  present  limits  of  Dade  county — a frame 
building  at  Cocoanut  Grove.  In  bis  capacity  of  con- 
tractor and  builder  Mr.  Rose  has  constructed  a great 
many  of  the  most  important  business  houses,  public 
buildings  and  residences  in  the  city,  among  which 
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may  be  mentioned  the  Fort  Dallas  Hotel,  the  P.  Ul- 
lendorff  block,  the  Jones  block  and  many  others.  He 
also  manufactured  and  furnished  all  the  cut  stone 
for  the  Frank  T.  Budge  hardware  building  on  the 
corner  of  Twelfth  street  and  Avenue  D,  this  being 
three  stories  in  height  and  one  of  the  finest  business 
blocks  in  Miami.  During  the  course  of  a business 
career  in  this  city  extending  over  a period  of  fifteen 
years  Mr.  Rose  has  become  recognized  as  a far-sighted, 
discriminating  and  resourceful  business  man,  whose 
sagacity  is  far-reaching  and  whose  integrity  stands  as 
an  unquestioned  fact  in  his  career.  Aside  from  his 
general  contracting,  building  and  manufacturing  busi- 
ness he  has  also  become  interested  of  late  years  in 
important  city  development  work  and  in  1910,  in  part- 
nership with  R.  C.  Gardner  and  B.  F.  Davis,  purchased 
a subdivision  north  of  the  city,  fronting  on  the  bay. 
They  laid  off  the  tract  into  forty-two  lots,  all  of  which 
have  since  been  improved  with  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial homes,  which  with  two  exceptions  are  built 
of  concrete.  They  have  laid  off  the  streets  and  made 
substantial  improvements,  this  addition,  Bayside  Park, 
being  now  one  of  the  most  beautiful  sections  of  Miami. 
Mr.  Rose  owns  an  attractive  residence  here  and  has 
made  his  home  a hospitable  meeting  place  for  his 
many  friends. 

Mr.  Rose  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public and  is  well  known  in  the  affairs  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  having  instituted  the  first  lodge  in  Dade 
county.  He  is  ex-chancellor  commander  and  at  the 
present  time  holds  the  position  of  grand  district  deputy. 
He  has  always  been  interested  in  public  affairs  and, 
while  never  an  office  seeker,  has  held  important  official 
positions.  For  three  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
Miami  city  council  and  for  five  was  deputy  United 
States  marshal,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  again 
proved  his  energy,  ability  and  public  spirit. 


HARRY  GOLDMAN. 

Harry  Goldman,  proprietor  of  the  Jacksonville  Pa- 
per & Bottling  Company,  belongs  to  that  class  of  self- 
made  men  who  have  worked  their  way  upward  by 
reason  of  industry,  ability  and  determination.  More- 
over, his  record  clearly  indicates  that  in  America  the 
path  of  opportunity  is  open  to  all  who  care  to  walk 
therein.  A native  of  Russia,  Mr.  Goldman  was  born 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1863,  his  parents  being  Messel 
and  Fannie  Goldman,  who  were  also  natives  of  that 
country.  The  father  owned  a transportation  line  in 
Russia  and,  as  there  were  no  railroads,  transported 
freight  and  passengers  with  team  and  vehicle  from 


the  large  cities  to  the  villages.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  Russia. 

Harry  Goldman  had  but  limited  educational  op- 
portunities in  his  native  land,  as  schooling  for  mem- 
bers of  his  race  was  prohibited  by  the  Draconic  law 
of  the  government.  Naturally  he  turned  to  a land 
that  would  give  him  broader  opportunities,  his  laud- 
able ambition  directing  him  in  this  step.  He  was  in 
his  twenty-fourth  year  when  in  1887  he  sailed  for 
America,  landing  at  Baltimore  practically  penniless. 
He  made  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  found 
employment,  although  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that 
he  secured  work,  as  he  was  unfamiliar  with  the  Eng- 
lish language.  In  the  latter  part  of  1887  he  came  to 
Florida  and  sold  goods  through  the  country  as  a 
peddler.  He  passed  through  the  yellow  fever  epidemic 
and  although  he  was  not  stricken  with  the  disease,  it 
seemed  most  marvelous  that  this  was  so,  for  he  nursed 
a friend  for  forty-eight  hours  who  was  suffering  with 
the  fever.  After  the  quarantine  he  returned  from 
Fernandina  to  Jacksonville,  and  twenty-five  cents  was 
all  of  the  capital  which  he  possessed.  There  he  met 
a friend  who  divided  with  him  a small  stock  of  dry 
goods  and  he  started  out  again  upon  the  road  in 
peddling.  In  this  he  continued  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  on  his 
own  account,  opening  a store  on  Broad  street  in  con- 
nection with  a partner,  who  proved  faithless  and  dis- 
honest and  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  was  again  left 
penniless.  In  1894  he  obtained  a position  with  the  city 
health  department  as  inspector  at  a salary  of  sixty 
dollars  per  month.  He  remained  in  that  position  for 
five  years,  supporting  his  family  on  that  salary,  and 
by  1898  he  had  saved  up  about  three  hundred  dollars. 
Investing  that  capital  in  a stock  of  dry  goods,  he  again 
engaged  in  merchandising  for  two  years,  but  the  ven- 
ture did  not  prove  profitable.  He  then  left  Jackson- 
ville for  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  opened  a furniture 
store  there,  but  that  undertaking  was  not  a success  and 
he  remained  only  three  months.  He  then  engaged  with 
a partner  in  the  bottling  business,  remaining  in  At- 
lanta for  four  months,  during  which  time  the  partner 
again  reaped  the  profits  and  Mr.  Goldman  the  experi- 
ence. However,  this  experience,  well  paid  for,  proved 
the  first  step  in  his  upward  business  career.  On  his 
return  to  Jacksonville  he  opened  a small  paper  and 
bottling  goods  plant  and  from  that  time  forward  has 
prospered  in  his  undertakings.  His  trade  has  steadily 
grown  until  he  has  an  extensive  business  and  is  one 
of  the  well  known  and  respected  citizens  of  Jackson- 
ville. His  plant  is  thoroughly  equipped  with  modern 
machinery  and  the  excellence  of  his  product  and  the 
reliability  of  his  business  methods  commend  him  to  a 
constantly  growing  trade. 
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In  1890  Mr.  Goldman  was  married  to  Miss  Annie 
Watchman,  of  Chicago,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Abram  S.,  Framme,  Rosie  and  Leo- 
pold. Mr.  Goldman  holds  to  the  religious  faith  of 
his  fathers.  He  belongs  to  several  of  the  leading  fra- 
ternities and  clubs,  is  a Mason,  has  taken  the  degrees 
of  the  Scottish  Rite  and  has  crossed  the  sands  of  the 
desert  with  the  nobles  of  Morocco  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  Florida  Lodge, 
No.  1,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  to  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles, 
to  Davis  Lodge  No.  15,  K.  P.,  and  to  the  Germania 
Club.  He  is  deeply  concerned  in  matters  of  citizen- 
ship and  his  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  progress 
and  improvement.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the 
city  council  from  the  seventh  ward  in  1911  and  is 
serving  on  the  taxation  committee,  the  fire  committee 
and  is  chairman  of  the  sanitation  committee.  His  at- 
tachment to  his  adopted  land  is  deep  and  sincere  and 
is  manifest  in  his  loyal  service  in  support  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 


CAPTAIN  CHARLES  MONROE  BROWN. 

The  military  history  of  Dade  county  would  be  im- 
perfect were  there  failure  to  make  mention  of  Captain 
Charles  Monroe  Brown,  who  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army  from  the  time  of  the  battle  of  York- 
town  to  the  surrender  at  Appomattox ; the  record  of 
commercial  development  in  Miami  would  be  incomplete 
without  the  story  of  his  activities  along  mercantile 
lines ; his  work  in  the  state  legislature  has  made  po- 
litical history  and  the  list  of  Florida’s  pioneer  residents 
contains  no  name  more  honored  and  worthy  than  his 
own.  He  was  born  in  Cusseta,  Chambers  county,  Ala- 
bama, August  16,  1843,  and  comes  of  old  Revolutionary 
stock,  his  paternal  great-grandfather,  Sylvanus  Brown, 
of  the  New  York  colony,  having  served  in  the  Conti- 
nental army.  He  had  fifteen  children,  one  of  whom, 
Charles  Brown,  was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  review.  It  was  he  who  founded  the  family  in 
the  southern  states  and  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
where  he  made  his  home,  he  amassed  a large  fortune 
as  a manufacturer  of  hats.  His  son,  Stephen  Gibson 
Brown,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born 
in  Columbia  and  prior  to  the  Civil  war  was  a well- 
to-do  planter  and  slave  owner  in  that  section  of  South 
Carolina.  He  married  in  1842  Miss  Patsy  Faison 
Frederick,  a native  of  Kenansville,  North  Carolina, 
and  they  afterward  moved  to  Florida,  locating  in  Ma- 
rion county,  near  Ocala,  in  1847.  There  the  father 
planted  the  first  orange  grove  ever  put  out  in  Marion 
county  and  developed  it  into  a profitable  and  produc- 
tive property.  His  first  wife  passed  away  when  the 
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subject  of  this  review  was  still  a boy,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Charles  Monroe  is  the  only  one  now 
living.  Stephen  Brown  afterward  married  again,  his 
second  wife  being  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Canty,  by  whom  he 
had  seven  children,  two  of  whom  survive,  namely: 
John  W.  Brown  and  Mrs.  Susan  Richardson,  of  Sum- 
ter county,  Florida. 

Captain  Charles  M.  Brown  came  with  his  parents 
from  Alabama  to  Florida  in  1847.  He  was  at  that  time 
four  years  of  age  and  has  lived  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  state  from  that  time  to  the  present.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  Irving  College,  Tennessee,  but 
had  not  yet  completed  the  prescribed  course  when  the 
Civil  war  was  declared.  He  immediately  laid  aside 
his  books  and  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  join- 
ing Company  G,  Second  Florida  Regiment,  as  a private. 
He  served  the  full  four  years,  being  present  at  the 
battles  of  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg  in  1861  and  wit- 
nessing Lee’s  surrender  at  Appomattox  in  1865.  He 
was  three  times  wounded,  having  been  shot  through 
the  right  lung  at  Seven  Pines,  through  the  left  foot 
at  the  battle  of  Ream’s  station,  and  through  the  right 
arm  at  the  battle  of  Olustee.  During  the  last  two 
years  of  the  war  he  served  as  captain  of  Company  G, 
Ninth  Florida  Volunteer  Regiment,  and  as  such  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge. 

With  this  creditable  military  record  Captain  Brown 
returned  to  Florida  and  took  up  the  study  of  law. 
After  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  he  spent  several 
years  in  Ocala  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
but  in  1872  turned  his  attention  to  orange  growing, 
in  which  line  of  work  he  became  immediately  success- 
ful, having  at  the  time  of  the  great  freeze  of  1895  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  bearing  groves.  His 
trees  having  been  entirely  destroyed  by  the  cold 
weather  of  that  year,  he  became  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  and  to  this  line  of  business  has  since  given 
his  attention.  For  some  time  he  conducted  a large  and 
profitable  store  in  Ocala  but  in  1904  removed  to  Miami, 
where  he  organized  the  Dade  County  Furniture  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  has  since  been  president.  This  con- 
cern controls  the  largest  exclusive  furniture  business 
in  Miami  and  its  patronage  is  well  merited,  for  pro- 
gressivebusiness  methods  and  honorable  standards  have 
been  made  the  policy  of  the  house. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1870,  Captain  Brown  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Faison,  of  Ke- 
nansville, North  Carolina,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  still  living, 
Charles  M.  Brown,  Jr.,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Dade 
County  Furniture  Company. 

It  is  not  alone  along  business  lines  that  Captain 
Brown  has  done  splendid  work  for  Miami  and  Dade 
county,  for  he  has  been  for  many  years  interested  in 
the  political  development  of  the  section  and  anxious 
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to  do  his  part  in  promoting  the  advancement  of  the 
community.  His  public  life  began  in  1893,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  state  legislature, 
serving  ably  for  one  year.  In  1903  he  was  elected  to 
the  senate  from  the  twentieth  senatorial  district,  com- 
prising Marion  and  Sumter  counties,  and  his  far- 
sighted, energetic  and  discriminating  service  won  him 
reelection.  He  remained  in  the  upper  house  for  two 
terms  and  during  that  time  aided  in  the  passage  of 
much  constructive  and  progressive  legislation,  his  in- 
fluence being  always  on  the  side  of  right,  reform  and 
progress.  In  1904  he  was  a formidable  candidate  for 
nomination  to  the  office  of  governor  at  the  democratic 
primaries  and  although  he  failed  to  secure  the  nomi- 
nation he  received  a most  flattering  vote,  its  total 
being  about  ten  thousand,  while  Mr.  Broward,  the  suc- 
cessful candidate,  received  about  thirteen  thousand 
votes.  Captain  Brown  has  always  been  an  active  re- 
ligious worker  and  for  fifteen  years  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday  school  connected  with  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Ocala.  He  is  now  a member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Miami,  and  frater- 
nally is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
United  Confederate  Veterans.  His  manly  qualities,  his 
earnest  purpose  and  his  honorable  conduct  throughout 
the  many  years  of  his  residence  in  Florida  have  given 
him  a position  in  the  public  regard  that  is  most  en- 
viable, while  his  ability  and  enterprise  in  business  have 
also  won  for  him  steady  advancement  in  commercial 
circles. 


WALTER  HUGHES  COMBS. 

Walter  Hughes  Combs,  one  of  the  leading  under- 
takers and  funeral  directors  in  Miami  and  one  of  the 
most  able  and  progressive  business  men  of  the  city, 
was  born  in  Hayesville,  Clay  county,  North  Carolina, 
April  27,  1876.  He  is  a son  of  Jesse  Jay  and  Hattie 
Elizabeth  (Hughes)  Combs,  both  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  In  1877  they  removed  to  Florida,  locating 
in  Orange  county,  where  the  father  for  many  years 
engaged  in  merchandising,  at  the  same  time  giving  a 
great  deal  of  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  citrus 
fruits.  He  planted  and  developed  one  hundred  acres 
of  orange  and  tangerine  groves,  all  of  which  were 
completely  destroyed  in  the  great  freeze  of  1895.  The 
parents  now  reside  in  Miami. 

Walter  H.  Combs  was  but  one  year  old  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Florida  and  his  boyhood 
was  spent  in  Orange  county,  where  he  acquired  an 
excellent  public-school  education.  In  1889  the  par- 
ents removed  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in  order  to  give 
their  children  better  educational  advantages  and  in 


that  city  Mr.  Combs  pursued  his  studies  for  three 
years.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  laid  aside  his  books 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Louisville  & Nashville 
Railroad  Company  as  a mailing  clerk,  a position  which 
he  held  until  1894,  when  he  returned  to  Orange 
county  to  look  after  his  father’s  interests  there.  The 
winter  of  1895-6  he  spent  on  Sanibel  island,  on  the 
Florida  west  coast,  raising  tomatoes  and  he  spent  the 
following  winter  in  the  same  way.  In  May,  1898, 
he  joined  Company  C,  of  the  First  Florida  Regiment, 
for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war.  Upon 
reaching  Tampa  he  was  transferred  to  the  Red  Cross 
service  and  continued  in  it  for  seven  months,  receiv- 
ing his  honorable  discharge  in  December,  1898.  Two 
years  afterward  he  came  to  Miami  and  was  for  three 
years  employed  in  various  capacities,  aiding  in  the 
organization  of  the  Miami  fire  department  and  serv- 
ing for  one  year  as  assistant  chief.  Early  in  1903  he 
completed  a course  in  Clark’s  School  of  Embalming  in 
Cincinnati  and  after  this  spent  six  months  in  the  Clark 
undertaking  establishment  at  Jacksonville  and  two 
years  and  a half  in  the  Id.  M.  King  concern  of  Miami. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  felt  himself  thoroughly 
competent  to  embark  in  business  for  himself  and 
accordingly  on  July  2,  1906,  purchased  the  under- 
taking establishment  then  controlled  by  W.  F.  Miller. 
Air.  Combs  had  absolutely  no  money  at  this  time, 
buying  his  concern  on  credit,  and  for  some  time 
thereafter  he  had  a hard  struggle  to  meet  expenses. 
However,  he  applied  himself  assiduously  to  his  work, 
displaying  great  energy  and  perseverance  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  his  merit  and  worth  were 
finally  rewarded,  Mr.  Combs  becoming  as  the  years 
passed  one  of  Miami’s  leading  undertakers  and  em- 
balmers.  He  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  and  most 
modern  establishments  in  Florida  and  his  business  is 
very  lucrative  and  valuable,  his  rolling  stock  alone  rep- 
resenting an  investment  of  more  than  seven  thousand 
dollars.  All  of  this  prosperity  is  due  to  Mr.  Combs’ 
energy  and  steadfast  determination,  qualities  which 
have  enabled  him  to  face  discouragements  and  to 
overcome  obstacles,  making  his  way  steadily  upward 
to  success. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1899,  Mr.  Combs  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lorena  Jaudon,  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  Florida  family  of  French  Huguenot 
descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Combs  have  three  sons: 
Walter  Hughes,  Jr.,  aged  thirteen;  Jesse  Jaudon, 
aged  seven  ; and  Paul  Cecil. 

Mr.  Combs  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  and  has  extensive  and  important  fra- 
ternal affiliations,  belonging  in  the  Masonic  order  to 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Knights  Templar 
and  holding  at  present  the  position  of  scribe  in  his 
chapter  and  captain  general  in  his  commandery.  He 
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belongs  also  to  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men.  He  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Florida  Fun- 
eral Directors’  Association  and  is  scout  commissioner 
for  the  Dade  County  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He 
stands  for  progress  at  all  times  and  seeks  his  own 
success  and  the  city’s  advancement  along  lines  of 
activity  which  will  bear  the  closest  investigation  and 
scrutiny. 


JOSEPH  L.  MORRISON. 

Toseph  L.  Morrison  is  accounted  one  of  the  enter- 
prising farmers  of  the  Blastings  district,  where  he 
owns  a farm  of  thirty-five  acres  located  one  mile  east 
of  the  city,  which  is  devoted  to  potato  culture.  He 
was  born  January  2,  1861,  in  McIntosh,  Georgia, 
a son  of  William  A.  and  Rachel  C.  (Horn)  Mor- 
rison, the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina  and 
the  mother  of  Georgia.  The  father  was  a mechanic 
and  millwright  by  trade  and  became  prominent  and 
well  known  in  bridge  construction  work  in  connection 
with  the  railroads,  building  most  of  the  bridges  be- 
tween Savannah,  Georgia,  and  Cedar  Keys,  Florida, 
and  the  first  road  that  was  built  in  the  latter  state. 
Subsequently  he  successfully  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  for  a number  of  years  in  Georgia,  where  he 
was  married  and  reared  his  family.  Among  the  most 
famous  of  the  bridges  which  he  erected  was  the  Alta- 
maha  bridge,  spanning  the  river  by  that  name.  At 
the  time  of  the  conflict  between  the  north  and  south 
he  enlisted  with  the  Confederate  forces  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Fort  Sumter  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 
and  held  in  captivity  for  two  years  before  he  was 
exchanged.  The  father  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years  and  the  mother  died  when  fifty-nine 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren of  whom  Joseph  L.  Morrison,  of  this  review,  is 
the  eldest.  All  lived  to  maturity  but  have  now  passed 
away  with  the  exception  of  our  subject  and  William 
H.  Morrison,  of  Jesup,  Georgia. 

Joseph  L.  Morrison  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education  attended 
the  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  father’s  home.  He 
remained  in  his  native  state  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  St.  John  county,  Florida,  where 
he  has  resided  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  which  he  spent  in  Volusia  county.  From  the 
age  of  eighteen  to  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  he 
was  connected  with  the  sawmill  business  and  subse- 
quently followed  farming.  On  his  arrival  in  this 
county  he  purchased  thirty-five  acres  of  land  which 
he  put  under  cultivation  and  now  devotes  to  potato 


growing.  His  farm  is  situated  one  mile  east  of  Hast- 
ings and  there  he  has  made  a number  of  improvements 
that  have  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  the  property 
and  has  instituted  such  improvements  and  conveniences 
as  are  deemed  essential  to  modern  and  scientific  agri- 
culture. Mr.  Morrison  also  owns  a tract  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  at  Orange  Mills,  Florida,  which  is  still 
undeveloped. 

On  May  13,  1888,  Mr.  Morrison  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minnie  I.  Carter,  a native  of  St.  John 
county,  Florida,  where  she  was  born  in  1867,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  Carter,  a pioneer  of  this  county.  He  is 
considered  to  be  the  first  or  second  settler  in  the 
Hastings  district.  He  was  a native  of  Georgia  but  subse- 
quently came  to  Florida  where  he  became  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  development  of  stock-raising,  and 
died  in  this  state  highly  esteemed  and  regarded  by  all 
who  knew  him,  his  death  occurring  in  March,  1888, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Ble  was  the  father 
of  eighteen  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  St. 
John  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrison  are  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  Charles  A.,  DeLeon,  Murray,  Au- 
gusta, Daisy,  Velma,  Carl  and  Allilee. 

Mr.  Morrison,  who  has  been  a resident  of  this  dis- 
trict for  about  thirty  years,  has  always  given  ready 
support  to  such  measures  and  movements  as  were  un- 
dertaken in  the  interest  of  general  development  and 
especially  in  the  promotion  of  improved  agricultural 
methods.  He  is  well  known  in  the  Blastings  district 
where  he  is  highly  esteemed  as  a man  who  by  industry 
and  labor  has  become  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
of  the  locality. 


ANSON  P.  DeWOLF. 

Throughout  his  life  Anson  P.  DeWolf  has  been 
greatly  interested  in  educational  affairs  and  has  done 
much  to  further  progress  in  the  communities  in  which 
he  has  lived.  He  has  made  his  home  in  Florida  since 
1879,  M which  time  he  took  up  his  abode  at  bis  pres- 
ent place  of  residence  near  Crescent  City.  His  orange 
groves  and  packing-house  indicate  the  nature  of  his 
industry  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  every- 
thing about  his  place  tells  the  story  of  his  thrift,  enter- 
prise and  progressiveness.  He  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  New  York,  near  Batavia,  April  13,  1848,  a son 
of  Peter  and  Lovinia  G.  (Bates)  DeWolf.  The  father 
was  also  a native  of  Genesee  county,  while  the  mother’s 
birth  occurred  in  Connecticut.  B'hey  remained  resi- 
dents of  the  former  place  until  their  son  Anson 
was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  they  removed  westward 
to  Michigan,  settling  near  Kalamazoo,  where  the  par- 
ents spent  their  remaining  days,  the  father  devoting 
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his  life  to  farming.  In  the  family  were  four  daughters 
and  two  sons,  who  reached  years  of  maturity  and 
are  still  living. 

Anson  P.  DeWolf,  who  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth,  remained  a resident  of  Michigan  until  1879, 
when  he  came  to  Florida  and  settled  at  Crescent  City, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  first  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  afterward  added  seventy 
acres,  and  now  has  altogether  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres,  situated  four  miles  north  and  west 
of  Crescent  City,  on  the  road  to  Lake  Como.  Here 
he  has  erected  a fine  residence,  has  built  a large  pack- 
ing house  and  has  fine  orange  groves.  There  was 
little  improvement  upon  the  place  when  it  came  into 
his  possession,  but  he  at  once  began  the  work  of 
transformation  and  now  has  a splendid  property, 
equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences.  He  has 
planted  thirty  acres  to  oranges  and  his  maximum  ship- 
ment reaches  about  ten  thousand  boxes  per  season. 
The  growing  of  citrus  fruit  has  been  his  work  since 
coming  to  Florida  and  he  finds  in  the  quiet  outdoor 
life  a basis  for  excellent  health.  Liberal  educational 
advantages  were  afforded  Mr.  DeWolf,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  class  of  1876  and 
afterward  entered  upon  the  profession  of  teaching. 
He  served  as  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Ionia, 
Michigan,  and  later  returned  to  the  State  University, 
where  he  pursued  a postgraduate  course,  winning  the 
Master  of  Arts  degree.  He  then  went  to  Saginaw, 
Michigan,  as  principal  of  the  high  school  there,  but 
after  a short  time  was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of 
ill  health  and  came,  as  previously  stated,  to  Florida. 
He  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of 
education,  however,  and  served  on  the  board  of  trus- 
tees for  his  school  district  since  coming  to  Putnam 
county. 

In  1880  Mr.  DeWolf  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Laura  E.  Aldworth,  a native  of  Michigan,  who 
passed  away  in  Florida  seven  years  later.  In  1890 
he  married  Lizzie  F.  Prior,  of  Lake  Como,  who  was 
born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  The  family  num- 
bers three  sons : Herbert  L.,  now  a student  in  the 

University  of  Florida ; and  Levant  P.  and  Anson  B., 
who  are  pupils  in  the  schools  of  Crescent  City. 

Mr.  DeWolf  had  established  his  home  here  before 
the  big  freeze,  in  which  he  lost  heavily,  but  instead  of 
becoming  discouraged  he  has  worked  out  the  problem, 
for  which  he  seems  to  have  found  the  correct  sol- 
ution. He  is  today  prominently  connected  with  the 
orange  growing  industry  of  Florida  and  has  demon- 
strated what  can  be  done  in  this  connection.  His 
methods  are  at  once  practical  and  progressive  and 
have  been  attended  with  good  results.  In  politics 
Mr.  DeWolf  is  largely  independent,  with  prohibition 


tendencies,  for  he  is  a strong  advocate  of  temperance. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Baptist  church  and  is 
always  a supporter  of  measures  and  movements  for 
the  intellectual  and  moral  progress  of  the  race,  seeking 
ever  the  betterment  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 


HON.  JOHN  S.  TAYLOR. 

The  history  of  Pinellas  county  would  be  incomplete 
and  unsatisfactory  were  there  failure  to  make  promi- 
nent reference  to  the  Hon.  John  S.  Taylor,  one  of  the 
self-made  men  whose  personal  ability,  enterprise  and 
determination  have  enabled  him  to  make  steady  ad- 
vancement in  business  circles,  his  labors  contributing 
not  only  to  individual  success  but  also  to  public  pros- 
perity. Moreover,  he  has  been  a recognized  leader 
in  local  political  circles  and  was  largely  instrumental 
in  establishing  Pinellas  county,  of  which  he  has  been 
called  the  father.  He  also  has  legislative  service  to 
his  credit  and  as  a member  of  the  house  was  connected 
with  important  constructive  measures.  He  was  born 
six  miles  southwest  of  Largo,  March  21,  1871,  a son 
of  William  J.  and  Mary  F.  (Kilgore)  Taylor.  The 
father  was  born  in  Florida,  February  7,  1841,  and 
the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  South  Carolina,  May 
26,  1850.  She  came  to  Florida  with  her  parents  when 
six  years  of  age,  and  after  living  for  a time  in  Sumter 
county,  arrived  in  Pinellas  county  and  was  here  mar- 
ried in  September,  1868.  She  was  a daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Warren  Kilgore,  a Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
ister, who  died  in  Sumter  county.  William  J.  Taylor 
was  born  in  Hernando  county,  Florida,  and  in  his 
childhood  days  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Pinel- 
las county,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  death 
ended  his  life’s  labors  at  Largo  in  September,  1911. 
His  wife  had  passed  away  in  September,  1907.  He 
was  a stock-raiser  and  fruit  grower,  and  an  active, 
busy  life  won  him  success,  while  his  honorable  prin- 
ciples gained  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 
all  who  knew  him.  Lie  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  the  last  two  years  of  the  war.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a democrat,  but  took  only  a citizen’s  in- 
terest in  political  affairs.  For  a long  period  he  held 
membership  in  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  but  af- 
terward became  a member  of  the  Christian  church. 
His  family  numbered  ten  children,  three  sons  and 
seven  daughters : W.  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

twenty-three  years ; John  S. ; Agnes,  the  wife  of  G.  W. 
Johnson,  of  Largo;  Emily,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  months;  Warren,  who  died  when  a year  old;  Nel- 
lie May,  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Jackson,  of  Largo ; Lillian, 
the  wife  of  W.  F.  Belcher,  of  Largo;  Janie,  the  wife 
of  J.  G.  Whitehead,  of  Largo ; Mary,  the  wife  of  S. 
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F.  Roberts,  railroad  agent  at  Largo;  and  Frances  C., 
the  wife  of  VV.  R.  Wadford,  of  Largo. 

John  S.  Taylor  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  sec- 
tion of  the  state  where  he  still  resides,  and  at  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  began  assisting  his  father  in  his  ef- 
forts to  support  his  large  family.  He  worked  mostly 
in  the  fruit  groves  and  in  packing  houses,  and  has 
continued  in  the  fruit  business  to  the  present  time, 
gradually  extending  his  efforts  and  activities  in  that 
line  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  most  promi- 
nent shippers  of  the  state,  handling  in  the  season  of 
1912-13  about  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  boxes. 
His  groves  cover  about  one  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
which  he  has  planted  and  developed.  He  has  also 
bought  and  sold  other  groves  and  has  been  a leading 
factor  in  the  citrus  fruit  industry  in  the  state  for  many 
years.  He  has  two  partners  in  the  packing  business, 
which  he  now  conducts  under  the  name  of  the  John 
S.  Taylor  Company.  In  1903  he  built  the  first  pack- 
ing house  in  Largo  at  a cost  of  about  four  hundred 
dollars,  and  his  present  one,  recently  completed,  was 
erected  at  a cost  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  and  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  state.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  the  present  season,  the  yield  being  both  large 
and  fine,  and  the  crop  has  brought  him  a most  grati- 
fying financial  return.  In  1910  he  built  and  still  owns 
the  Taylor  building,  the  only  office  building  in  the 
town.  It  is  a three  story  concrete  structure,  the  ground 
floor  being  rented  for  stores,  the  second  floor  used  for 
offices,  while  the  third  floor  is  a lodge  hall.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor is  also  largely  interested  in  other  town  property 
and  is  a director  in  the  Peoples  Bank  of  Clearwater 
and  Largo,  and  a director  of  the  Pinellas  Abstract 
Company  of  St.  Petersburg.  His  extensive  business 
interests  have  made  him  widely  known  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  south,  and  all  recognize  in  him  a reliable, 
enterprising  and  progressive  man.  In  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  he  largely  assisted  his  father  and  it 
was  not  until  January,  1900,  that  he  made  his  first 
investment  on  his  own  account.  In  that  year  he  pur- 
chased a place  for  eight  hundred  dollars,  borrowing 
two  hundred  to  make  payment  thereon,  and  he  has 
since  sold  the  property  for  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
In  the  years  which  have  elapsed  he  has  continuously 
prospered  in  his  business  undertakings,  his  sound  judg- 
ment, unfaltering  enterprise  and  unabating  energy 
finding  expression  in  his  splendid  success. 

In  1901  Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Flossie  Campbell,  a native  of  Largo  and  daughter  of 
F.  M.  and  Arabella  J.  Campbell.  Her  father,  who 
was  a native  of  Madison  county,  Florida,  removed 
thence  to  Pinellas  county,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days,  passing  away  on  April  9,  1912.  His  wife  is 
a native  of  Pinellas  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  John  S. 


and  Mary,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  1907  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  Mr.  Taylor  has  recently  completed 
a beautiful  modern  residence,  the  finest  in  Largo,  and 
the  home  is  the  abode  of  a warmhearted,  generous  hos- 
pitality. Mr.  Taylor  is  well  known  in  fraternal  cir- 
cles, holding  membership  in  Star  Lodge,  No.  78,  F. 
& A.  M.  of  Largo;  Tampa  Chapter  No.  3,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T.  of  Tampa;  and 
Morocco  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Jacksonville. 
He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevo- 
lent Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  of  which  he  is  a 
trustee,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
building  committee,  in  charge  of  the  erection  of  a 
new  church.  In  all  the  departments  of  church  work 
he  is  actively  and  helpfully  interested  and  contributes 
generously  to  its  support.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  democratic  party.  Since  attaining  his 
majority  he  has  earnestly  advocated  its  principles  and 
has  done  much  active  political  work.  He  served  for 
two  years  as  a member  of  the  state  legislature  from 
Hillsboro  county  and  was  elected  the  first  represen- 
tative from  the  new  county  of  Pinellas.  He  has  been 
called  the  “father  of  Pinellas  county,”  working  through 
three  sessions  of  the  legislature  to  secure  its  creation 
and  spending  more  time  and  money  to  bring  about 
this  result  than  any  other  one  man.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  Hills- 
boro county  for  a number  of  years  and  in  all  his 
public  service  he  has  placed  the  general  good  before 
partisanship  and  the  interests  of  the  public  before  per- 
sonal aggrandizement.  None  questions  his  loyalty 
nor  his  public-spirited  citizenship,  nor  can  the  most 
envious  grudge  him  his  success  in  business,  so  worthily 
has  it  been  won  and  so  honorably  used. 


THE  DE  LAND  BUILDING  & LOAN  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

One  of  the  most  important  and  useful  business  insti- 
tutions of  De  Land  is  that  controlled  by  the  De  Land 
Building  & Loan  Association,  which  was  organized  and 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Florida, 
September  4,  1905.  Its  officers  at  the  time  of  its 
foundation  were  : V.  W.  Gould,  president  and  director  ; 
G.  W.  Fisher,  vice  president  and  director;  S.  B. 
Wright,  secretary  and  director;  S.  D.  Jordan,  treasurer 
and  director;  Cary  D.  Landis,  attorney  and  director; 
G.  A.  Dreka,  director;  C.  O.  Codrington,  director. 
The  concern  has  a capital  stock  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  and,  founded  upon  plans  made  to 
meet  conditions  in  the  business  world  today,  has  had 
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a prosperous  career,  expanding  rapidly  along  safe  and 
conservative  lines.  The  association  does  a general  in- 
vestment and  loan  business  and  has  full  corporate  pow- 
ers as  a building  and  loan  association.  Loans  are  made 
to  members  only,  and  never  in  excess  of  one  hundred 
dollars  for  each  share  of  stock  held  or  engaged  by 
the  borrower,  these  shares  being  pledged  as  security 
for  repayment.  The  association  has  now  about  thirty 
thousand  dollars  out  on  loans  and  its  business  is  con- 
stantly increasing  in  volume  and  its  membership  in 
extent  and  importance.  The  present  officers  of  the 
concern  are:  President,  G.  W.  Fisher;  vice  president, 
W.  S.  Taylor;  secretary,  Silas  B.  Wright;  treasurer, 
Samuel  D.  Jordan ; attorney,  Cary  D.  Landis.  The 
board  of  directors  is  as  follows:  W.  S.  Taylor,  G.  W. 
Fisher,  Silas  B.  Wright,  S.  D.  Jordan,  Cary  D.  Landis 
and  C.  O.  Codrington. 

The  business  of  this  association  is  being  conducted 
by  practical  and  able  men  who  are  otherwise  proving 
their  capability  in  the  conduct  of  successful  interests. 
Safe  and  conservative  methods  have  been  constantly 
employed  and  from  the  beginning  the  concern  has  had 
a steady  growth  and  at  the  same  time  has  been  of  in- 
estimable value  to  its  members.  The  business  will  fully 
measure  up  to  a high  standard  of  upright  dealing  and 
within  the  eight  years  of  its  existence  has  become  one 
of  the  substantial  and  valuable  corporations  of  the 
city. 


GEORGE  C.  BOLLES. 

One  of  the  younger  and,  by  consensus  of  public 
opinion,  one  of  the  most  able  members  of  the  Miami 
bar  is  George  C.  Bolles,  who  since  1905  has  practiced 
his  profession  in  this  city.  He  was  born  in  Eau  Claire, 
Wisconsin,  December  3,  1883,  and  is  a son  of  Frank 
and  Josephine  Bolles,  the  latter  of  whom  has  passed 
away.  The  father,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, still  makes  his  home  in  Eau  Claire. 

In  1888,  when  he  was  five  years  of  age,  George  C. 
Bolles  came  to  Florida  with  his  grandparents,  Charles 
and  Julia  R.  Bolles.  They  located  at  Lake  Helen,  in 
Volusia  county,  where  the  subject  of  this  review  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  entered  Stetson  Univer- 
sity at  De  Land  in  1899  and  was  a student  there  for 
six  years,  graduating  from  the  law  department  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1905.  Immediately  afterward 
he  came  to  Miami  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
since  that  time  has  been  in  active  practice  in  this  city. 
His  course  has  been  marked  by  steady  progress,  and  a 
large  and  distinctively  representative  clientage  is  now 
his,  connecting  him  with  much  important  litigation  held 
in  the  courts.  In  his  presentation  of  a case  he  is  clear 


in  expression,  strong  in  argument  and  logical  in  his 
deductions  and  he  has,  therefore,  won  many  verdicts 
in  favor  of  his  clients.  He  is  a member  of  the  Dade 
County  Bar  Association,  treasurer  and  director  of  the 
Dade  County  Security  Company  and  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Security  Abstract  Company. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1912,  Mr.  Bolles  married  Miss 
Madge  Elizabeth  Terrell,  formerly  a well  known 
teacher  in  the  Miami  public  schools.  She  is  a native 
of  Covington,  Georgia.  Mr.  Bolles  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  democratic  party  and  from  1908  to  1912  served 
ably  as  municipal  judge  of  Miami.  He  was  also  for 
four  years  supervisor  of  registration  and  in  his  public 
service  displayed  the  same  energy,  ability  and  resource- 
fulness which  have  brought  him  success  in  professional 
life. 


ELLIS  G.  BLAKE. 

Ellis  G.  Blake,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful orange  growers  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Helen,  is 
a native  of  Arlington,  Massachusetts,  born  August  16, 
1857.  He  is  a son  of  Stephen  P.  Blake,  a retired  sea 
captain,  who  came  to  Florida  in  1889  and  died  in 
this  state  in  February,  1910,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 

Ellis  G.  Blake  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Arlington,  Massachusetts,  and  began  his 
independent  career  in  that  city,  working  with  his  unde 
in  the  sales  room  of  a large  bakery.  He  remained  in 
that  connection  until  1889,  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Florida,  settling  near  Lake  Helen,  where  he 
purchased  thirty-five  acres  of  land  but  now  has  forty 
acres.  Since  that  time  he  has  concentrated  his  atten- 
tion upon  orange  growing  and  because  his  methods 
have  been  progressive  and  practical  as  well  as  modern 
and  scientific,  his  labors  have  been  attended  with  a 
gratifying  measure  of  success.  He  picks  on  an  average 
seven  thousand  boxes  of  oranges  yearly  and  main- 
tains his  own  packing  house,  a building  forty-five  by 
ninety  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a capacity  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  boxes.  Mr.  Blake  is  interested  in 
everything  that  pertains  to  the  advancement  of  the 
industry  with  which  he  is  connected,  is  a student  of 
scientific  methods  and  interested  in  modern  ideas, 
with  which  he  keeps  in  touch  through  his  connection 
with  the  Florida  Citrus  Fruit  Exchange,  of  which  he 
is  a charter  member. 

In  September,  1883,  Mr.  Blake  married  Miss  Mary 
A.  Pierce,  a native  of  Plarvard,  Illinois,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Alpha  Stone  Pierce,  who  was  born  in  Truxton, 
New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  had  one  son, 
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Stephen  Pierce,  who  was  born  in  June,  1885.  He 
was  a graduate  of  the  John  B.  Stetson  University  and 
was  a student  in  the  Chicago  University  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1910,  when 
he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Blake  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fra- 
ternity and  is  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  church.  He  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  the  community  where 
he  lives,  enjoying  in  large  measure  the  friendship  and 
esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact. 


WILLIAM  LOWE  DELANEY. 

Practically  the  entire  career  of  William  Lowe  De- 
laney has  been  spent  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
government,  with  the  exception  of  a period  of  five 
years,  during  which  he  served  as  city  clerk  of  Key 
West.  Since  1896  he  has  held  the  important  position 
of  deputy  collector  of  customs,  an  office  of  particular 
significance  at  this  port.  His  record  stands  as  proof 
of  his  faithfulness,  his  ability,  his  tact,  his  understand- 
ing of  local  conditions  and  human  nature,  as  he  easily 
overcomes  difficulties  and  bridges  over  dissensions,  and 
has  received  the  indorsement  and  commendation  of 
the  highest  officials  of  the  government,  enjoying  as 
well  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the  business  world 
which  has  transactions  with  him.  A native  of  Key 
West,  he  has  here  spent  his  entire  life,  comprising  fifty 
years,  and  those  who  have  known  him  the  best  and 
longest  are  the  ones  who  are  the  most  appreciative 
of  his  worth. 

Born  August  31,  1863,  he  is  a son  of  John  J.  De- 
laney, a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a brick  mason  by 
trade,  who  came  to  Key  West  in  1852,  when  quite 
different  conditions  prevailed  from  the  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances enjoyed  by  our  generation.  The  father 
took  part  in  the  construction  of  Fort  Taylor  and  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  served  in  the  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment at  Key  West.  Later  he  turned  his  attention 
to  commercial  lines,  becoming  a clothing  merchant,  and 
is  still  living  in  this  city  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  enjoying  the  high  respect  and  esteem  due 
one  who  has  spent  a long,  useful  and  honorable  life. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  before  her  marriage 
Amelia  Elizabeth  Lowe,  a native  of  Key  West  and  a 
daughter  of  Captain  John  Lowe,  well  known  in  his 
day,  and  a sister  of  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  also  of  this  city. 
She  is  also  living  and  has  passed  the  seventy-first  mile- 
stone on  life’s  journey. 

William  L.  Delaney  secured  his  primary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  later  for  six 
months  attended  Bingham’s  school  of  North  Caro- 
lina. For  a short  time  after  discontinuing  his  lessons 


he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  clothing  busi- 
ness but  has  since  been  in  the  United  State  govern- 
ment service  almost  constantly,  entering  upon  that 
connection  when  twenty-two  years  of  age.  In  1885  he 
became  connected  with  the  office  of  collector  of  cus- 
toms as  a clerk  and  with  the  exception  of  five  years — - 
from  1889  to  1894,  during  which  time  he  held  the 
office  of  city  clerk — he  has  been  in  the  office  of  the 
collector  of  customs  and  has  held  the  deputy  collector- 
ship  since  1896.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
detail  work  of  the  office  and  has  instituted  such  satisfac- 
tory systems  and  records  that  he  has  succeeded  in 
greatly  facilitating  his  difficult  work,  giving  satisfac- 
tion to  his  superior  officers  as  well  as  the  general  pub- 
lic by  expediting  matters  to  a remarkable  degree.  The 
fact  that  he  has  held  the  deputy  collectorship  for  over 
seventeen  years  alone  stands  as  proof  of  his  efficiency. 

On  February  18,  1886,  Mr.  Delaney  married  Miss 
Annie  L.  Curtis,  a daughter  of  the  late  James  Curtis, 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Key  West.  There  Mrs. 
Delaney  was  born  on  July  4,  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De- 
laney are  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely  : William  J.,  Harold  W.,  Newell 
Curtis,  Robert  Emmett,  Annie  Louise  and  Mary  Curtis. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Delaney  is  a democrat, 
stanchly  upholding  the  principles  and  candidates  of 
his  party,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episco- 
palian denomination.  He  is  prominent  fraternally  as 
a Mason  and  an  Elk.  As  a member  of  the  Key  West 
Board  of  Trade  he  finds  occasion  to  give  evidence  of 
his  public  spirit  by  upholding  the  interests  of  the  city 
and  standing  ready  to  promote  its  commercial  expan- 
sion. His  life  is  representative  of  the  highest  class  of 
American  citizenship  and  there  is  no  period  in  his 
career  which  is  not  worthy  of  commendation.  Per- 
sonally he  is  popular  and  well  liked  on  account  of  his 
frankness  and  open-heartedness  and  there  is  no  one 
in  Key  West  who  does  not  esteem  it  an  honor  to  call 
him  friend. 


HERBERT  M.  KING. 

Herbert  M.  King,  who  came  to  Miami  with  a capital 
of  ten  dollars  and  who  has  by  constant  labor  and  well 
directed  efforts  worked  his  way  upward  to  success, 
is  numbered  among  the  pioneer  business  men  of  the 
city,  his  residence  here  dating  from  1897.  He  was 
born  in  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  July  3,  1853,  and 
is  a son  of  Alexander  King,  who  removed  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  times  and  for  many  years 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  state. 

Herbert  M.  King  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio 
and  in  his  early  manhood  learned  the  business  of 
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undertaking  and  also  the  printer’s  trade.  In  1891  he 
came  to  Jacksonville,  Florida,  and  six  years  later  to 
Miami,  taking  up  his  residence  here  when  the  town 
was  only  one  year  old.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival 
in  Miami,  Mr.  King  was  in  a poor  state  of  health, 
weighing  only  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds, 
but  today  he  is  strong  and  healthy  and  tips  the  scales 
at  one  hundred  and  sixty.  At  first  he  worked  as  fore- 
man in  the  office  of  the  Miami  Metropolis  but  in  1898 
established  himself  in  the  undertaking  business,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  connected.  Two  years  later 
he  opened  also  a job  printing  office  and  he  has  since 
conducted  the  two  concerns.  He  was  among  the  first 
funeral  directors  in  Miami  and  has  today  a well 
equipped  and  modern  establishment,  his  job  printing 
office  being  equally  adequate  and  up-to-date.  All  of 
his  business  interests  are  capably  and  intelligently 
conducted  and  in  his  business  life  he  has  met  with 
that  success  which  always  follows  earnest  and  well 
directed  labor. 

Mr.  King  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  passed  away.  After  her  death  he  married  Miss 
Leila  Faris,  a daughter  of  Rev.  W.  W.  Faris,  D.  D., 
a Presbyterian  clergyman  of  Miami.  Mr.  King  be- 
longs to  the  Tarpon  Club,  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Elks,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Red  Men. 
He  is  a member  and  past  president  of  the  Florida  State 
Funeral  Directors’  Association,  belongs  to  the  Miami 
Board  of  Trade  and  is  at  all  times  active  in  promoting 
the  general  business  interests  of  the  city.  In  all  of 
his  business  dealings  he  is  straightforward  and  reliable 
and  enjoys  to  the  fullest  extent  the  confidence  and 
good-will  of  those  who  know  him.  Starting  out  with- 
out capital,  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward, 
improving  every  opportunity  and  utilizing  every 
chance  that  has  led  to  honorable  advancement. 


WILLIAM  B.  WILLIAMS,  D.  D.  S. 

The  extensive  dental  practice  which  Dr.  William  B. 
Williams  enjoys  in  Graceville  speaks  well  for  his  ability 
which  is  solidly  based  upon  valuable  experience  and  a 
scientific  understanding  of  his  profession.  Born  in 
Holmes  county,  Florida,  June  18,  1884,  he  is  a son  of 
James  B.  and  Eugenia  (Lasseter)  Williams,  the  latter 
a daughter  of  Judge  W.  B.  Lasseter,  of  Washington 
county,  Florida,  one  of  the  prominent  public  men  of 
that  region  of  the  state.  The  father  was  a successful 
farmer  who  also  conducted  a mercantile  establishment 
for  a number  of  years  and  served  in  his  district  as 
tax  collector  and  also  as  mayor  of  Graceville,  rendering 
highly  commendable  service  in  his  public  connections. 
He  passed  away  September  21,  191 1,  but  the  mother  is 


still  living,  making  her  home  in  Graceville.  In  their 
family  were  twelve  children:  Marvin,  deceased;  Lela, 
the  wife  of  A.  C.  Brown,  of  Holmes  county;  Walter, 
of  Graceville;  William  B.,  our  subject;  Nina,  Andrew, 
Era  and  Bee,  all  deceased;  Allie  B.,  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia;  Monette  and  Douglas,  of  Graceville;  and  one 
child  who  died  in  infancy. 

William  B.  Williams  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof,  his  mind  being  early  trained  in  the  virtues  of 
honesty  and  integrity  by  his  parents.  He  attended  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Marianna  to  supplement  his  education  and  subse- 
quently taught  summer  school  for  nine  months.  He 
then  attended  the  State  Normal  School  for  one  year 
and  in  1905  entered  the  Southern  Dental  College  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
April,  1908,  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  and  opening 
an  office  in  Graceville  soon  after  having  obtained  his 
certificate.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  this  profes- 
sion in  that  city  and  as  the  years  have  passed  has  built 
up  a patronage  that  is  extensive  and  representative. 

On  July  21,  1907,  Dr.  Williams  married  Miss  Lena 
Register  and  of  this  union  were  born  three  children : 
Marvett,  who  passed  away  July  28,  1910;  T.  Herman, 
who  died  January  16,  1913;  and  Lena  Eloise,  at  home. 
Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Dr.  Williams  always 
takes  a deep  interest  in  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  city  in  which  he  makes  his  home  and  has  served 
with  distinction  as  clerk  of  Graceville,  while  at  pres- 
ent he  fills  the  important  position  of  mayor,  giving  the 
city  a businesslike  administration  and  successfully  pro- 
moting such  measures  as  will  prove  of  benefit  to  the 
community.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Masons,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Elks.  The  Psi  Omega 
college  fraternity  also  carries  his  name  on  its  roster. 
Thoroughly  versed  in  the  science  of  his  profession,  Dr. 
Williams  enjoys  a reputation  that  far  exceeds  the 
boundaries  of  the  city  and  his  services  are  in  wide  de- 
mand on  account  of  the  high-class  and  reliable  work 
which  he  does.  He  maintains  the  greatest  care  in  the 
treatment  of  his  patients  and  his  wide  experience  per- 
mits him  to  dispose  of  the  most  difficult  problems  in 
the  latest  and  most  effective  manner. 


THE  STATE  BANK  OF  ORLANDO. 

Among  the  many  business  institutions  upon  which 
rest  the  security,  growth  and  advancement  of  a com- 
munity and  its  development  along  normal  lines  the 
bank  occupies  a prominent  place,  for  it  is,  as  it  were, 
the  pivot  upon  which  business  turns,  an  index  of  gen- 
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eral  conditions  and  a basis  for  all  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial growth.  Orlando  is,  therefore,  fortunate  in 
numbering  among  her  financial  concerns  the  State 
Bank  of  Orlando,  the  oldest  bank  in  that  city  and  the 
most  important  institution  of  its  kind  between  Jackson- 
ville and  Tampa.  It  was  organized  October  9,  1893, 
by  a number  of  enterprising  citizens,  headed  by  the 
Hon.  Louis  C.  Massey.  Its  first  official  board  was  as 
follows  : Louis  C.  Massey,  president ; Ingram  Fletcher, 
cashier;  and  Charles  S.  Johnson,  assistant  cashier.  On 
February  5,  1896,  Walter  A.  Smith  was  made  cashier 
and  continued  as  such  until  June,  1911,  when  he  was 
made  second  vice  president,  an  office  in  which  he 
served  ably  until  February  13,  1913.  The  present  of- 
ficers are : President,  Louis  C.  Massey ; vice  president, 
T.  Picton  Warlow ; cashier,  S.  Waters  Howe ; and  as- 
sistant cashiers,  Howard  C.  Babcock  and  Samuel  A. 
Newell.  Mr.  Howe  has  been  with  the  bank  for  sev- 
enteen out  of  the  twenty  years  of  its  existence,  and 
beginning  as  collection  clerk  has  risen  through  every 
department  to  the  office  of  cashier.  The  bank  was  es- 
tablished with  a capital  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars and,  although  the  institution  was  founded  in  the 
year  of  the  great  financial  depression  all  over  the  coun- 
try, it  came  through  the  trying  period  with  flying 
colors,  its  deposits  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  being  for- 
ty-seven thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars 
and  eighty-seven  cents.  On  February  2,  1907,  the  cap- 
ital stock  was  increased  to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  while 
the  surplus  and  undivided  profits  now  amount  to  forty 
thousand  dollars.  Some  idea  of  the  excellent  condi- 
tion of  the  institution  may  be  gained  from  the  fact 
that  in  1912  the  deposits  averaged  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  and  early  in  the  year  1913 
had  reached  over  a million  dollars.  The  bank  pays 
four  per  cent  interest  on  all  savings  accounts  and  rents 
safety  deposit  boxes.  In  a large  modern  building  on 
Orange  avenue  and  Pine  street  a general  banking  busi- 
ness is  conducted,  covering  every  important  line  known 
to  the  banking  world.  This  includes  checking  accounts 
on  deposits  for.  the  transaction  of  commercial  business, 
savings  accounts,  which  are  subject  to  withdrawal  at 
any  time  and  on  which  interest  at  the  rate  of  four 
per  cent  a year  is  paid.  Certificates  of  deposit  are 
also  issued  either  with  or  without  interest,  a collec- 
tion department  is  operated  for  the  convenience  of  the 
bank’s  customers  and  others  who  desire  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  up-to-date  methods  whereby  this  branch 
of  the  business  is  conducted.  Traveler’s  checks  are  is- 
sued for  use  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  so  that 
travelers  leaving  Orlando  can  be  assured  of  the  same 
metropolitan  service  along  this  line  that  they  would 
get  from  bankers  in  the  world’s  great  commercial  cen- 
ters. This  bank  may  be  termed  a people’s  institution 
in  the  broadest  meaning  of  the  term,  for  the  entire 


business  structure  of  any  community  depends  upon 
the  discretion  with  which  systems  of  credit  are  applied 
and  the  wisdom  with  which  the  surplus  currency  is 
reinvested  and  cared  for.  The  State  Bank  of  Orlando 
has  always  been  largely  instrumental  in  building  up  the 
prosperous  community  of  which  it  is  a part. 


JOHN  T.  SAWYER. 

A resident  of  Key  West  for  more  than  four  dec- 
ades, John  T.  Sawyer  has  been  closely  connected  with 
its  mercantile  life  and  its  commercial  growth,  but  now 
lives  practically  retired,  although  he  still  acts  as  a 
director  in  the  Island  City  National  Bank  and  of 
the  Tropical  Building  & Investment  Company,  of 
which  he  served  for  many  years  as  treasurer.  He 
long  conducted  one  of  the  foremost  mercantile  estab- 
lishments on  the  island,  carrying  a general  line,  in- 
cluding ship  chandlers’  goods,  and  was  also  for  many 
years  largely  engaged  in  the  sponge  fishery  industry. 
Moreover,  he  had  interests  in  steamboat  lines  but 
since  1906  has  retired  from  these  various  interests 
and  is  now  enjoying  a well  earned  rest. 

Born  in  the  Bahamas,  near  Nassau,  May  31,  1853, 
Mr.  Sawyer  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Curry) 
Sawyer,  the  former  also  a native  of  the  Bahamas, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a merchant  and  planter. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Daniel  Sawyer, 
who  emigrated  to  the  aforementioned  British  colonv 
from  Georgia.  His  father  was  a native  of  Ireland, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  America,  locating  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  removing  thence  to  Georgia  and 
later  to  the  Bahamas,  being  accompanied  by  his  son 
Daniel.  Mary  (Curry)  Sawyer,  mother  of  John  T. 
Sawyer,  was  also  a native  of  the  Bahamas  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Curry,  who  there  spent  his 
entire  life,  being  prominent  and  highly  respected  in 
his  district.  The  Curry  family  originally  were  also 
residents  of  Georgia.  Both  of  Mr.  Sawyer’s  par- 
ents are  deceased,  their  deaths  occurring  in  1893,  the 
mother  surviving  the  father  only  about  two  months. 

John  T.  Sawyer  remained  in  the  Bahamas  until 
nineteen  years  of  age  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  laid 
aside  his  schoolbooks  in  order  to  contribute  to  the 
family  exchequer.  In  his  youth  he  served  three  years 
as  an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  in  1872 
came  to  Key  West,  of  which  place  he  has  ever  since 
remained  a resident.  Here  he  worked  for  four  years 
as  a journeyman  carpenter  and  then  branched  out  as 
a contractor  and  builder  on  his  own  account,  fol- 
lowing this  line  of  business  until  1886.  Perceiving 
favorable  opportunities  in  the  mercantile  field,  he 
then  engaged  in  that  line,  giving  his  attention  thereto 
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until  his  retirement.  He  was  extremely  successful, 
becoming  one  of  the  leading  merchants  on  the  island 
and  conducting  a large  establishment  where  he  car- 
ried general  merchandise  on  an  extensive  scale  and 
also  had  a department  devoted  to  the  ship  chandler’s 
trade.  For  many  years  he  was  also  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  sponge  fishery  and  was  also  interested 
for  some  time  in  steamboating.  His  services  in  that 
connection  stamped  him  as  a public  benefactor  for  it 
was  he  who  made  possible  navigation  between  Key 
West  and  Miami,  one  of  the  most  popular  and  valu- 
able routes  ever  established,  which  owes  its  initiation 
largely  to  him.  Fie  purchased  in  Baltimore  the  beau- 
tiful steamer,  City  of  Key  West,  and  with  this  boat 
established  in  1896  the  line  between  the  two  cities, 
being  himself  the  principal  owner  of  the  steamer. 
Mr.  Sawyer  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Tropical  Building  & Investment  Company,  one  of  the 
foremost  financial  institutions  of  Key  West,  and 
served  for  some  time  as  treasurer  of  this  concern, 
still  retaining  a place  on  its  directorate.  Another 
financial  connection  of  his  is  with  the  Island  City  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  which  he  also  served  in  the  capacity 
of  director.  He  owns  extensive  property  interests 
in  the  city,  both  improved  and  unimproved,  and  from 
these  and  other  judicious  investments  he  receives  an 
ample  income. 

On  August  6,  1878,  Mr.  Sawyer  was  married  to 
Miss  Emeline  A.  Saunders,  a native  of  Key  West, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children.  Court- 
ney C.  married  Miss  Inez  Slaughter  and  they  have 
two  daughters,  Emeline  and  Kathleen.  Sybil  E.  was 
married  on  September  5,  1903,  to  Lieutenant  Cley- 
burn  McCauley,  of  Abilene,  Texas,  and  they  have  two 
sons:  Reese  Stephens,  born  January  20,  1908;  and 
Faris  Cleyburn,  born  August  13,  1911.  The  two  re- 
maining members  of  the  family  are  Lillian  L.  and 
Agnes  J. 

Although  Mr.  Sawyer  has  retired  from  business 
life  to  a large  extent  he  is  still  a member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Merchants’  Protective 
Association  and  in  these  connections  is  ever  ready 
to  advance  the  progress  of  the  city  and  give  his  in- 
dorsement to  measures  which  make  for  commercial 
growth  and  expansion.  His  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Methodist  church  and  he  served  for  many  years 
as  a trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South. 
It  is  but  natural  that  a man  of  the  ability  and  com- 
mercial prominence  of  Mr.  Sawyer  should  become 
allied  with  the  official  life  of  the  city  and  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  position  of  city  commissioner,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  for  six  years,  is  but  a 
complement  to  his  other  accomplishments.  He  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Fleming  in  1891  and  again  by 
Governor  Mitchell  in  1893  and  his  term  of  office  was 


characterized  by  business-like  methods  and  improve- 
ments. He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Merchants’ 
Association  of  New  York.  There  is  no  citizen  in 
Key  West  who  can  lay  claim  to  having  done  more 
for  the  progress  of  the  city  in  a quiet  and  unostenta- 
tious way  than  Mr.  Sawyer  and  although  not  much 
is  said  as  to  what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  interests 
of  the  public,  his  work  is  appreciable  and  appreciated 
by  all  who  know  him,  and  his  career  may  serve  as  an 
incitement  to  the  younger  generation  and  as  an  ex- 
ample well  worthy  of  emulation. 


ERNEST  A.  LATHAM. 

Ernest  A.  Latham,  a leading  representative  of 
financial  interests  in  Volusia  county,  is  now  cashier 
of  the  Fidelity  Bank  of  New  Smyrna,  an  institution 
which  he  aided  in  organizing.  Fie  was  born  in  Lib- 
erty county,  Georgia,  in  1877  and  is  a son  of  Frank  C. 
and  Mary  E.  (Baggs)  Latham,  the  former  of  whom 
engaged  in  merchandising. 

Ernest  A.  Latham  acquired  his  education  in  the 
University  of  Georgia  at  Athens  and  in  a business 
college  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  In  1901  he  was 
graduated  in  law  from  the  former  institution  and  in 
the  same  year  located  at  Eernandina,  Florida,  where 
he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
serving  for  three  years  and  accomplishing  much  bene- 
ficial and  far-reaching  work.  He  afterward  moved 
to  Jacksonville,  where  he  served  as  record  clerk  of 
the  city  and  where  he  also  began  his  connection  with 
banking  interests,  organizing  the  Bankers’  Trust  Com- 
pany with  a capital  stock  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  and  serving  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
concern.  On  coming  to  New  Smyrna  he  aided  in  the 
organization  of  the  Fidelity  Bank,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  the  cashier.  He  now  gives  all  of  his  time 
to  the  affairs  of  the  bank  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  authorities  on  finance  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  has  mastered  the  business  in  principle  and  detail 
and  his  efficient  and  progressive  work  is  one  of  the 
important  elements  in  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
institution  with  which  he  is  connected.  This  is  one 
of  the  safe  and  conservative  banks  of  Volusia  county. 
It  was  organized  February  20.  1912,  with  the  follow- 
ing officers : G.  B.  Lamar,  president ; L.  B.  Bouchelle, 
vice  president:  and  E.  A.  Latham,  cashier.  The  cap- 
ital stock  is  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  the  de- 
posits amount  to  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  while 
four  per  cent  interest  is  paid  on  all  savings  accounts. 
The  building  is  a fine  brick  structure,  the  first  floor 
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of  which  is  used  by  the  bank,  while  the  other  two 
stories  are  fitted  out  as  fine  apartments. 

Mr.  Latham  married  on  February  23,  1907,  Miss 
Gussie  B.  Bailey,  of  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Laura  Bailey,  the  former  of 
whom  engaged  in  farming.  Fraternally  Mr.  Latham 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  in- 
terest in  public  affairs  is  of  a most  practical  character, 
shown  in  his  active  cooperation  in  measures  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  general  good.  In  business  life 
he  has  known  how  and  where  to  put  forth  his  best 
energies  and  by  carefully  directing  his  efforts  along 
lines  where  mature  judgment  has  led  the  way,  has  at- 
tained the  prosperity  and  prominence  which  he  now 
enjoys. 


JAMES  H.  YELVERTON. 

James  H.  Yelverton  is  a representative  of  an  old 
English  family,  members  of  which  came  to  America 
before  Revolutionary  times,  many  of  them  partici- 
pating in  the  war  for  independence.  He  is  well  and 
favorably  known  in  the  Hastings  district,  of  which 
he  is  accounted  one  of  the  pioneers,  as  owner  of  a 
highly  cultivated  farm  largely  devoted  to  potatoes, 
deriving  therefrom  such  gratifying  results  that  he  is 
considered  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  locality. 
James  H.  Yelverton  was  born  in  Lowndes  county, 
Georgia,  April  2,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Preston  and 
Antoinette  (Henderson)  Yelverton,  the  father  a na- 
tive of  Georgia  and  the  mother  of  Alabama.  In  the 
latter  state  they  were  married  and  later  moved  to 
Taylor  county,  Georgia,  where  they  resided  until 
about  1855,  when  they  came  to  Florida,  where  they 
located  near  Brooksville,  Hernando  county.  The 
father  died  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty- 
seven  years,  in  1863,  the  mother  long  surviving  him, 
passing  away  in  Palatka  in  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  The  father  was  a lawyer  by  profession 
and  also  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  prac- 
ticed for  some  time  in  Tampa,  Ocala,  and  also  in 
Sumter  county,  being  prominent  in  the  districts  in 
which  he  resided.  His  last  place  of  residence  was 
Brooksville,  where  he  was  accounted  one  of  the  men 
of  affairs  of  the  community.  The  family  resided 
most  of  the  time  on  the  family  homestead  in  Her- 
nando county,  where  our  subject  grew  to  manhood. 
The  Yelvertons  are  of  old  English  descent,  many  of 
them  having  attained  prominence  as  physicians  and 
lawyers  and  several  members  of  their  family,  as  well 
as  some  ancestors  on  the  mother’s  side,  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  James  H.  Yel- 
verton is  one  of  a family  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
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three  grew  to  maturity:  Lavinia,  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Flay,  of  East  Palatka;  James  H.,  of  this  review;  and 
G.  P.,  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 

James  Id.  Yelverton  came  to  Florida  upon  the 
removal  of  the  parents  to  this  state,  in  early  child- 
hood, and  here  he  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
attending  school  in  the  neighborhood  and  in  Brooks- 
ville. He  early  became  acquainted  with  thorough 
methods  of  agriculture  on  the  home  place  and  as- 
sisted his  mother  in  the  operation  of  the  same  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  father  had  been  a 
substantial  man,  his  means  permitting  him  to  have  a 
private  teacher  for  the  children  to  help  them  in  their 
lessons ; but  after  the  war,  when  the  slaves  were 
freed  and  the  father  had  died,  hard  times  set  in  for 
the  landowners  and  our  subject  had  at  an  early  age 
to  do  a man’s  work  and  take  care  of  his  widowed 
mother.  'He,  however,  has  never  regretted  that  early 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  serious  aspects  of  life, 
as  he  learned  in  that  way  the  value  of  labor  and 
perseverance.  Applying  these  principles,  he  has  at- 
tained to  success  and  there  has  never  been  a day  in 
his  life,  spanning  six  decades,  that  he  has  not  been 
in  good  health.  Until  1895  he  engaged  in  fruit  grow- 
ing upon  his  place  but  his  valuable  orchard  of  oranges 
was  destroyed  in  that  year  by  the  heavy  frost.  He 
was  one  of  the  largest  growers  of  that  fruit  in  St. 
John  county,  shipping  annually  about  four  thousand 
boxes.  When  he  came  to  Hastings  only  a few  scat- 
tered settlers  made  up  the  farm  population  and  he 
at  first  leased  a place,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention 
for  four  years.  He  then,  however,  bought  the  farm 
on  which  he  is  now  located,  comprising  sixty-five  and 
a half  acres  all  under  high  cultivation,  and  he  has 
also  since  bought  a tract  of  twenty-eight  acres.  Sixty 
acres  of  his  land  are  devoted  to  potato  culture  and 
bring  gratifying  financial  results.  He  has  erected 
upon  his  property  a handsome  and  comfortable  home, 
where  the  family  reside.  His  property  is  well  drained 
and  any  acre  can  be  irrigated  on  the  place,  the  means 
of  drainage  being  ditches.  He  has  driven  four  wells 
on  the  farm  and  has  also  put  down  three  four-inch 
artesian  wells.  His  potato  crop  is  generally  fol- 
lowed by  corn  and  hay,  his  lands  bringing  him  three 
crops  annually.  Mr.  Yelverton  also  gives  attention 
to  stock-raising,  specializing  in  cattle  and  hogs. 

In  1874  Mr.  Yelverton  married  Miss  Lizzie  Hig- 
ginbotham, a native  of  Florida,  her  parents  coming 
to  this  state  from  Georgia.  Mrs.  Yelverton  died  in 
December,  1886,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  being  the 
mother  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being:  James  H.,  Jr.,  of  Palatka;  Jessie, 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Talbert,  of  Miami;  and  Antoi- 
nette, who  married  Maurice  Laymon,  of  Palatka. 
O11  March  23,  1888,  Mr.  Yelverton  was  united  in  mar- 
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riage  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Strange,  a native  of  Georgia, 
who  was  reared  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  Putnam 
county,  Florida,  and  a daughter  of  Shackelford 
Strange.  Of  this  union  were  born  eleven  children,  of 
whom  eight  are  now  living,  as  follows : Mary  F., 
William  C.,  Esther  Juanita,  Maggie  May,  Edna, 
Bertha,  Melvin  and  Josie.  All  of  the  children  remain 
under  the  parental  roof. 

Although  Mr.  Yelverton  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office  he  takes  a laudable  interest  in  all  matters  of 
public  importance,  and  all  those  measures  undertaken 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  or  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral and  agricultural  development  of  the  section  find 
in  him  a warm  supporter.  Fie  is  a democrat  in 
his  political  affiliations,  giving  stanch  allegiance  to 
that  organization,  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  with 
the  Masonic  body,  being  a member  of  the  blue  lodge. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South,  and  he  takes  an  active  and  helpful 
interest  in  its  local  organization,  to  which  he  gives 
his  moral  and  material  support.  He  is  leading  an 
active  and  useful  life,  to  which  indolence  and  idle- 
ness have  ever  been  foreign,  and  is  always  glad  to 
bear  his  share  in  the  work  of  making  the  Hastings 
district  and  St.  John  county  what  he  believes  it  will 
one  day  become — one  of  the  most  prosperous  sections 
of  the  world.  In  all  that  he  undertakes  he  is  actu- 
ated by  a spirit  of  contagious  enthusiasm  that  is  an 
inspiration  to  others  and,  acting  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  judgment,  time  has  proven  the  wis- 
dom of  his  opinions.  His  work  is  a serviceable 
factor  in  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  Hastings, 
which  has  no  more  loyal  advocate  than  James  H. 
Yelverton. 


FRANKLIN  EDWIN  REEDER. 

Franklin  Edwin  Reeder,  mayor  of  Welaka  and  one 
of  the  upbuilders  of  the  city,  has  done  more  than  per- 
haps any  other  individual  to  promote  the  material 
progress  and  substantial  development  of  the  district 
in  which  he  makes  his  home.  He  is  an  influential 
factor  in  commercial  and  real-estate  circles  and  as  a 
public  official  is  doing  everything  in  his  power  to 
secure  the  development  of  Welaka  along  lines  that 
will  make  it  a model  city  in  point  of  sanitation,  ad- 
vantages and  beauty.  He  has  here  resided  since  1885, 
arriving  when  a young  man  of  twenty  years.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Montgomery  county,  Indiana,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1865,  his  parents  being  William  and  Amanda 
F.  (Yeates)  Reeder.  The  father  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1823  and  the  mother  in  Indiana  in  1834. 
They  were  married  in  the  latter  state  in  1863  and  in 


1865  removed  to  Kansas,  making  the  journey  west- 
ward in  a prairie  schooner.  They  settled  in  Douglas 
county,  near  Baldwin,  and  the  father  died  on  his  farm 
west  of  that  town  in  1876.  The  greater  part  of  his 
life  had  been  devoted  to  general  agricultural  pursuits. 
Following  his  demise  the  mother  sold  the  farm  and 
removed  to  Baldwin,  in  order  that  her  children  might 
have  the  advantage  of  instruction  in  Baker  Univer- 
sity. She  afterward,  in  1884,  went  with  her  son 
Franklin  to  Fayetteville,  Tennessee,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1885  they  came  to  Florida,  soon  afterward  settling 
in  Welaka.  The  mother  died  in  1899,  when  on  a visit 
to  California. 

Franklin  E.  Reeder  had  the  benefit  of  instruction 
in  Baker  University  in  Kansas  and  started  out  in  the 
business  world  at  Welaka,  where  he  established  a 
drug  store  in  the  fall  of  1885.  He  was  then  about 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  has  since  been  proprietor  of 
the  Welaka  Pharmacy  and  has  a well  appointed  store, 
carrying  on  a large  and  carefully  selected  line  of 
drugs  and  druggists’  sundries.  In  addition  to  this 
business  he  opened  a hardware  store  about  seven 
years  ago  and  he  is  likewise  interested  in  real-estate 
dealing,  owning  some  good  lands  in  the  town  and 
vicinity.  In  the  memorable  freeze  of  1895  he  lost 
an  excellent  orange  grove. 

Mr.  Reeder  is  actively  interested  in  everything  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  village. 
He  served  as  its  postmaster  for  fourteen  years  under 
Presidents  Harrison,  McKinley  and  Roosevelt,  has 
been  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years  and  for  seven 
or  eight  years  has  filled  the  office  of  mayor.  In  this 
connection  he  is  doing  everything  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  city,  which  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  the  “prettiest  and  cleanest  town  of 
Florida.”  It  is  the  third  largest  town  in  Putnam 
county  and  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  St.  Johns 
river,  near  the  mouth  of  Ocklawaha  river  on  a high 
bluff.  Its  streets  are  wide  and  shaded  with  live  oaks, 
pine  and  palmetto  trees  and  it  has  excellent  boat  con- 
nections with  Jacksonville  and  other  points.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Reeder  has  always  been  a republican  and  is 
now  identified  with  the  progressive  wing  of  the  party. 
He  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  his  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  a steward. 

In  1900  Mr.  Reeder  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ruby  Bryant,  who  was  born  in  Welaka,  Florida,  in 
1876,  a daughter  of  Henry  H.  Bryant,  of  this  town. 
Their  children  are  Mary  Amanda,  Franklin  Bryant, 
Henry  Yeates  and  William  Stephens.  Mr.  Reeder 
owns  and  occupies  a pleasant  home  in  Welaka  and 
he  is  also  the  owner  of  a large,  double,  frame  store 
building,  in  which  he  carries  his  lines  of  drugs  and 
hardware.  The  drug  department  occupies  a room 
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thirty  by  sixty  feet  and  the  hardware  store  a room 
twenty-four  by  fifty  feet,  at  the  corner  of  Front  and 
Palmetto  streets.  No  citizen  is  more  deeply  or  help- 
fully interested  in  bringing  about  the  welfare  and 
upbuilding  of  town  and  county.  Mr.  Reeder  was 
largely  instrumental  in  making  the  county  “dry”  and 
he  has  also  been  active  in  securing  good  roads  and  in 
advancing  other  interests  which  are  of  material  bene- 
fit to  this  section  of  the  state.  Fie  is,  indeed,  an 
alert,  energetic  and  enterprising  man  and  his  well 
formulated  plans  are  carried  forward  to  successful 
completion. 


CLIFTON  D.  BENSON. 

Clifton  D.  Benson,  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of 
Miami,  connected  with  the  firm  of  Hudson  & Boggs, 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  October  io,  1877. 
He  is  a son  of  Alonzo  Theodore  and  Emma  L.  (Doll) 
Benson,  the  former  a native  of  Maryland  and  for 
many  years  a dry-goods  merchant  in  Baltimore.  He 
has  passed  away  but  his  widow  survives,  making  her 
home  in  that  city.  The  paternal  branch  of  this  fam- 
ily is  descended  from  Thomas  Benson,  who  was  one 
of  seven  brothers  who  came  to  America  from  England 
in  very  early  times.  One  of  his  direct  descendants, 
Perry  Benson,  served  in  the  Continental  army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

Clifton  D.  Benson  was  reared  in  his  native  city 
and  there  acquired  his  preliminary  education.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Baltimore  public  schools  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  and  from  the  Baltimore  City  College 
at  eighteen  and,  although  he  was  the  second  youngest 
member  of  a class  of  thirty-nine,  he  took  first  honors. 
After  his  graduation  he  taught  school  for  two  years 
in  Baltimore,  rising  to  be  principal  of  one  of  the  ward 
schools,  and  then  at  the  age  of  twenty  entered  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  where  he  began  a full  classical 
course.  After  a few  months,  however,  he  was  offered 
the  chair  of  Latin  and  Psychology  in  the  Baltimore 
City  College  and  accepted  this,  holding  the  position 
for  two  years  and  studying  law  all  during  that  time 
in  the  University  of  Maryland,  where  he  completed 
a three  years’  course  in  two  years.  Fie  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  June,  1902,  and  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Baltimore,  his  immediate  suc- 
cess justifying  the  great  promise  of  his  student  days. 
He  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Benson,  Marshall 
& Welsh  and  continued  this  association  for  eight  years, 
the  firm  building  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice  in 
that  city.  In  1910,  his  health  being  undermined  by  the 
constant  heavy  work,  he  for  a time  gave  up  active 
practice  and  in  June,  1911,  came  to  Miami.  He  here 


associated  himself  with  the  well  known  law  firm  of 
Hudson  & Boggs  and  since  then  has  had  his  time  fully 
occupied  with  the  care  of  its  extensive  clientage.  F. 
M.  Hudson,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  has  been 
appointed  attorney  for  the  State  Railway  Commis- 
sion and  spends  most  of  his  time  in  Tallahassee,  his 
important  and  responsible  duties  falling  to  the  lot  of 
Mr.  Benson,  who  has  proved  himself  eminently  well 
qualified  to  discharge  them.  Hudson  & Boggs  is  one 
of  the  strongest  and  most  reliable  law  firms  in  the 
city,  connected  through  its  practice  with  much  im- 
portant litigation,  and  its  activities  have  for  some 
time  formed  a large  part  of  the  legal  history  of  the 
community.  Mr.  Benson  is  a member  of  the  Florida 
State  and  Dade  County  Bar  Associations  and  is  a 
lawyer  of  great  power,  influence  and  ability,  possess- 
ing a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  details  of  his 
profession  and  being  forceful  and  logical  in  his  ap- 
plication of  points  of  law. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1909,  Mr.  Benson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Louise  Sprigg,  of  Balti- 
more, who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  that  city. 
Mr.  Benson  is  connected  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Masons  and  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  and  actively  connected  with  all  im- 
provements for  the  betterment  of  the  moral  and  civic 
conditions  of  his  city.  He  holds  to  high  personal  and 
professional  ideals  and  has  the  esteem,  respect  and 
confidence  of  a wide  circle  of  friends. 


PAUL  B.  JAUDON. 

Paul  B.  Jaudon,  who  since  1899  has  been  engaged 
in  the  commission  business  in  Miami  as  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Jaudon  Brothers,  was  born  at  Waco, 
Texas,  September  15,  1871.  He  is  a son  of  Paul  B. 
Jaudon,  of  whom  more  extended  mention  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Paul  B.  Jaudon  of  this  review  came  to  Florida 
with  his  parents  in  1881  and  spent  his  childhood  in 
Miami,  from  which  city  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  army  for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war. 
He  went  to  the  front  in  1898  as  a private  in  Company 
C,  First  Florida  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  with  honorable  discharge  in  1899.  He  re- 
turned immediately  to  this  city  and  here  for  the 
past  eleven  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  commis- 
sion business  as  a partner  with  his  brother,  Tames 
F.  Jaudon,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jaudon  Brothers. 
The  firm  controls  one  of  the  leading  fruit  and  vege- 
table packing  houses  in  Miami  and  do  a general  buy- 
ing and  shipping  business  in  all  kinds  of  Florida  fruits 
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and  vegetables,  the  brothers  being  also  growers  on 
an  extensive  scale.  Mr.  Jaudon  is  also  interested  in 
the  large  undertaking  business  conducted  by  the 
W.  H.  Combs  Company  and  is  a progressive  and 
far-sighted  business  man,  efficient  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs  and  capable  of  carrying  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes.  He 
belongs  to  the  Christian  church  and  fraternally  is  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men  and  the  Fraternal  Union.  He 
is  one  of  Miami’s  most  able  and  discriminating 
business  men  and  the  success  to  which  he  has  at- 
tained is  well  deserved,  being  entirely  the  result  of 
his  own  ability  and  industry. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  ISAAC  VASON. 

Probably  no  man  is  better  known  throughout  Leon 
county  as  a dealer  in  registered  Jersey  cattle  than 
Colonel  William  Isaac  Vason,  who  has  been  identified 
with  this  line  of  work  since  1892.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  varied  activity,  its  interests  touching  many 
phases  of  professional  and  business  life  in  Georgia 
and  Florida,  but  it  has  been  at  all  times  honorable 
in  its  purposes  and  beneficial  and  far-reaching  in  its 
effects.  Mr.  Vason  was  born  in  Georgia,  December 
13,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  David  A.  and  Cordelia 
(Pope)  Vason.  The  father  was  a prominent  lawyer 
and  for  many  years  judge  of  the  Georgia  superior 
court.  To  their  union  were  born  four  children,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  review  is  the  only  one  sur- 
viving. After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  David  A. 
Vason  married  Miss  Mary  I.  Pope,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  reside  in 
Albany,  Georgia.  He  was  three  times  married,  his 
third  union  having  been  with  Miss  Sally  Ficklen. 

William  Isaac  Vason  acquired  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Georgia  and  afterward  at- 
tended the  State  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1858.  He  afterward  studied  law  in 
Cumberland  University  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  gradu- 
ating in  i860.  In  April  of  the  following  year  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  joining  the  Fourth 
Georgia  Regular  Infantry  as  a private  and  continuing 
with  it  for  twelve  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  raised  a cavalry  company  and  was  detailed  to  the 
Western  army  under  General  Bragg.  He  partici- 
pated in  Johnson’s  retreat  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta, 
during  which  the  Tenth  Confederate  Cavalry  lost  a 
great  many  officers.  Fie  was  serving  as  captain  at 
that  time  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel. 
As  such  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  1863, 
having  been  under  fire  one  hundred  and  four  times. 


With  this  creditable  military  record  Colonel  Vason  re- 
turned to  Georgia  and  there  engaged  for  some  time  in 
farming,  coming  to  Florida  in  1874.  He  continued  his 
identification  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  state 
for  two  years  and  then  came  to  Tallahassee  and  en- 
tered upon  the  general  practice  of  law,  in  which  he 
engaged  for  fifteen  years,  winning  recognition  as  a 
strong,  able  and  resourceful  attorney,  whose  knowl- 
edge of  legal  principles  was  comprehensive  and  exact 
and  whose  application  of  points  of  law  always  cor- 
rect and  logical.  He  abandoned  his  practice  of  law 
in  1892  and  turned  his  attention  to  breeding  regis- 
tered Jersey  cows.  In  this  line  of  work  he  has  since 
continued  and  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable 
business. 

Colonel  Vason  married,  in  February,  1861,  Miss 
Janey  R.  Beazley  and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children:  Sydney  J.,  deceased;  John  R.  and  David, 

who  reside  in  Texas;  William  C.,  at  home;  Lilia,  the 
widow  of  N.  L.  Reagan ; Agnes,  the  wife  of  J.  L. 
Burgess,  of  Buffalo,  New  York;  Janey,  who  married 
Albert  Gruelich,  of  Lorain,  Ohio ; and  Fanny  and 
Elia,  both  of  whom  are  still  at  home.  Mr.  Vason 
served  as  a member  of  the  Georgia  legislature  in 
1862,  but  this  has  been  his  only  public  office,  for  he 
is  not  in  any  sense  a politician,  although  he  is  inter- 
ested always  in  community  affairs.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Confederate  Veterans’  Association,  with  Camp 
Lamar.  He  is  a man  of  good  business  ability,  of  ex- 
emplary habits  and  upright  character  and  fuliy  merits 
the  good-will  which  is  uniformly  extended  him. 


JAMES  ALBERT  FORT,  Sr. 

One  of  the  most  enterprising  and  popular  mer- 
chants of  Bartow  is  James  Albert  Fort,  Sr.,  who  since 
1909  has  controlled  an  important  trade  in  dry  goods, 
gentlemen’s  furnishings  and  shoes  in  the  city.  A 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  actuates  him  in  all 
that  he  does  and  has  made  possible  for  him  a success 
in  business  which  is  important  as  a factor  in  general 
mercantile  development. 

Mr.  Fort  has  been  a resident  of  Florida  since  1904, 
in  which  year  he  settled  in  Polk  county  and  identified 
himself  with  the  turpentine  business,  becoming  also  a 
dealer  in  naval  stores.  He  continued  active  in  both 
lines  of  work  until  1909,  building  up  an  important 
and  lucrative  business.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Bar- 
tow and  established  himself  in  the  city  as  a dealer  in 
dry  goods,  gentlemen’s  furnishings  and  shoes.  Here 
he  has  continued  to  reside  since  that  time,  each  year 
witnessing  an  increase  in  the  volume  and  importance 
of  his  business  until  today  he  is  the  proprietor  of  one 


JAMES  A.  FORT,  Sr. 


FLORIDA 


545 


of  the  largest  mercantile  enterprises  in  the  city.  He 
has  other  important  business  connections,  being  a 
director  in  the  Polk  County  National  Bank.  Mr.  Fort 
also  owns  a forty  acre  orange  grove  and  considerable 
other  land,  part  of  which  is  used  for  truck  gardening 
and  he  is  very  successful  along  this  line. 

Mr.  Fort  married  Miss  Sallie  Belle  Harper,  of 
Milledgeville,  Georgia,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  a son,  James  Albert,  Jr.,  who  is  in  school. 
Mr.  Fort  has  always  been  active  and  interested  in 
public  affairs  and  was  for  six  years  a member  of  the 
city  council,  his  vote  and  influence  during  that  time 
having  been  always  on  the  side  of  right,  reform  and 
progress.  He  is  well  known  in  church  circles,  hold- 
ing membership  in  the  Baptist  church  and  serving  as 
superintendent  and  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  school. 
His  life  has  been  a busy  and  useful  one  and  through- 
out his  business  career  he  has  manifested  an  aptitude 
for  successful  management.  Whatever  he  has  under- 
taken he  has  carried  forward  to  completion  and  his 
labors  have  been  resultant  factors  in  the  attainment 
of  the  prosperity  which  places  him  with  the  men  of 
affluence  in  his  community. 


THOMAS  A.  LUMLEY. 

Widely  known  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  meat 
industry  of  Key  West,  having  charge  of  the  most  im- 
portant interests  of  this  kind  in  the  city,  Thomas  A. 
Lumley  occupies  an  important  place  in  the  commercial 
web  of  the  city.  Here  he  was  born  on  December  9, 
1861,  a son  of  Thomas  Lumley,  a native  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  which  he  left  aboard  a bark  when  a school- 
boy. His  ship  was  wrecked  on  the  Florida  reefs  and 
in  this  unusual  manner  the  young  navigator  landed 
in  Key  West,  which  place  he  selected  as  his  home, 
becoming  a useful  citizen  thereof.  He  was  a ship 
carpenter  by  trade  and  distinguished  himself  along 
military  lines,  taking  part  in  both  the  first  and  second 
Florida  Indian  wars.  He  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Albury, 
of  Key  West,  who  was  born  in  the  Bahamas,  coming 
to  this  city  with  her  parents  when  a child.  Thomas 
Lumley  assisted  in  laying  the  cornerstone  of  Fort 
Taylor  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  the  duty 
having  to  be  performed  in  a diving  bell.  During  that 
conflict  he  was  a member  of  the  Home  Guards  of 
Key  West.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  but  his 
wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  In  the 
family  are  six  living  children : Thomas  A.,  our  sub- 

ject, and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Key 
West. 

Thomas  A.  Lumley  is  most  widely  known  to  the 
people  of  this  city  as  a wholesale  and  retail  meat 


dealer,  having  during  nearly  all  of  his  career  been 
manager  of  the  Key  West  slaughter  house,  in  which 
about  five  thousand  beeves  are  killed  annually.  They 
are  shipped  to  this  city  from  Fort  Myers,  on  the 
mainland.  For  the  past  eighteen  years  he  has  also 
been  the  Key  West  representative  of  W.  H.  Towles, 
of  Fort  Myers,  who  does  an  extensive  business  in 
buying  up  cattle  on  the  mainland  and  shipping  them 
to  Key  West  to  be  slaughtered  in  Mr.  Towles’  own 
plant  and  then  distributed  to  the  local  trade.  Mr. 
Lumley  for  many  years  has  had  full  charge  of  this 
end  of  the  business,  including  the  wholesale  and  retail 
disposition  of  the  meats. 

In  1884  Mr.  Lumley  married  Miss  Ruth  Demerritt, 
a native  of  Key  West  and  a daughter  of  John  De- 
merritt. They  have  one  son  and  five  daughters,  as 
follows:  Camille,  the  wife  of  William  Parks,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children;  Rose,  who  married  Burrell 
Curry  and  has  one  child ; Paul ; Marguerite ; Flora ; 
and  Loraine. 

Mr.  Lumley  has  lived  in  Key  West  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  or  from  the  date  of  his  birth,  and  has  not 
only  witnessed  the  wonderful  advancement  the  city 
has  made  but  bas  been  a helpful  and  cooperant  factor 
in  the  upbuilding  process.  He  leads  a quiet,  indus- 
trious and  honorable  life  which  may  be  taken  as  the 
highest  type  of  American  citizenship.  Every  interest 
of  his  native  city  is  dear  to  his  heart  and  any  worthy 
movement  undertaken  to  promulgate  advancement 
and  development  finds  his  hearty  support.  Widely 
and  favorably  known,  he  enjoys  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect  in  business  and  social  circles. 


JOSEPH  A.  SMITH. 

The  important  office  of  treasurer  of  Jackson  county 
has  since  1902  been  ably  filled  by  Joseph  A.  Smith, 
who  in  that  position  has  made  a record  which  entitles 
him  to  the  highest  commendation  and  merits  the  con- 
fidence which  his  constituents  repeatedly  placed  in  him 
by  reelecting  him  to  that  position.  Born  in  Plouston 
county,  Alabama,  February  14,  1874,  Joseph  A.  Smith 
is  a son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  J.  Smith.  The  mother 
has  passed  away.  The  father  was  for  many  years 
a successful  agriculturalist  and  was  also  engaged  along 
commercial  lines  in  Houston  county,  Alabama,  where 
he  still  resides.  He  had  four  children : Charles  T., 
of  Houston  county,  Alabama;  Joseph  A.,  of  this  re- 
view; John  W.,  also  of  Houston  county;  and  Annie 
L.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Balkcom,  of  Newton,  Alabama. 

Joseph  A.  Smith  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof 
and  received  his  education  in  Houston  county,  enjoy- 
ing the  advantages  of  a high-school  course.  At  the 
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age  of  twenty-one  years  lie  embarked  upon  an  inde- 
pendent career  and  engaged  in  the  picture  business  but 
subsequently  taught  school  for  some  time.  He  after- 
ward was  engaged  along  commercial  lines  and  later 
came  to  Graceville,  where  he  was  connected  with  mer- 
cantile pursuits  for  ten  years.  An  aggressive  young 
man  of  high  qualities  of  character,  he  had  made  many 
friends  during  his  commercial  career  by  his  straight- 
forward methods  and  in  1902  was  appointed  county 
treasurer  to  fill  a vacancy,  being  by  subsequent  elections 
continued  in  that  important  office.  Familiarizing  him- 
self with  the  financial  needs  of  the  county,  he  has  done 
highly  efficient  work  and  many  improvements  which 
have  been  made  in  the  administration  of  the  office  are 
directly  due  to  his  spirit  of  initiative,  his  sound  prac- 
tical judgment  and  his  genius  for  organization.  His 
fellow  townsmen,  appreciative  of  his  worth,  have  also 
honored  him  with  election  to  other  offices,  among  which 
is  that  of  mayor,  which  Mr.  Smith  held  for  two  terms, 
while  he  also  served  as  member  of  the  city  council 
for  about  four  years,  exerting  himself  in  both  con- 
nections greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Smith  married  on  February  21,  1892,  Miss  Allie 
J.  Chancy,  a daughter  of  Nathan  J.  and  Ella  M. 
(Deshazo)  Chancy,  of  Ozark,  Alabama,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Rosalie  and  Annie  May.  In  his  religious 
faith  Mr.  Smith  is  a Baptist,  giving  moral  and  mate- 
rial support  to  the  local  church,  and  fraternally  he  is 
a Mason,  exemplifying  in  his  everyday  life  the  bene- 
ficent principles  of  the  craft.  Widely  known  and  pop- 
ular, Mr.  Smith  is  respected  for  his  unfaltering  al- 
legiance to  principles  of  honorable  manhood,  which  he 
has  always  manifested  in  his  public  and  social  relations 
and  which  distinguish  his  public-spirited  citizenship. 


MARCUS  CONANT. 

Marcus  Conant,  a funeral  director  of  Jacksonville 
and  interested  in  various  corporations  and  business  en- 
terprises which  constitute  a strong  element  in  the  high 
commercial  and  financial  standing  of  the  city,  was 
born  in  Duval  county,  Florida,  November  26,  1881, 
his  parents  being  Marcus  and  Ellen  J.  (Leavenworth) 
Conant,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  re- 
spectively. They  came  to  Duval  county  in  1876,  set- 
tling at  Mayport,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Johns  river. 
The  father  devoted  ten  years  to  the  construction  of 
jetties  for  the  government  and  did  other  work  of  an 
important  public  character.  He  died  in  Chicago  in 
1893  and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  a resident 
of  Jacksonville. 

Marcus  Conant  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  Florida  Agricultural  College,  now  the  Univer- 


sity of  Florida,  completing  the  work  of  the  sophomore 
year  in  1898.  He  then  went  to  New  York  city  with 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
until  1904.  The  following  year  he  returned  to  Jack- 
sonville and  in  March,  1906,  engaged  in  his  present 
business  at  the  location  where  he  is  now  to  be  found, 
having  the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the 
state.  He  owns  several  automobiles  and  all  funeral 
equipments,  being  the  only  one  able  to  conduct  an  au- 
tomobile funeral  in  the  south.  He  now  has  seven  large 
high  power  cars  and  a motor  hearse.  His  establish- 
ment includes  a chapel  capable  of  seating  sixty  people, 
and  he  is  prepared  to  conduct  funerals  in  a manner 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased. 

This,  however,  represents  but  one  phase  of  Mr. 
Conant’s  business,  for  he  has  become  identified  with 
various  other  commercial  and  financial  interests,  being 
the  vice  president  of  the  South  Jacksonville  Bank,  a 
director  of  the  Heard  National  Bank,  and  president  of 
the  Conant  Investment  Company.  Moreover,  he  coop- 
erates in  many  movements  directly  beneficial  to  the 
city  and  is  serving  as  one  of  the  port  commissioners, 
having  in  charge  the  Jacksonville  municipal  docks.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  has  taken  all  of 
the  degrees  of  the  York  Rite  and  also  crossed  the 
sands  of  the  desert  with  the  Nobles  of  Morocco  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Elks,  and  is  identified  with 
other  local  organizations  founded  for  purposes  of  so- 
ciability or  for  promoting  public  progress. 

On  the  1 st  of  August,  1906,  Mr.  Conant  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  P.  Curry,  of  Jacksonville, 
and  they  have  two  children : Kathleen  and  Marcus. 
Mr.  Conant  is  one  of  Jacksonville's  most  active  and 
progressive  citizens,  and  although  a young  man  has 
wide  influence  among  those  many  years  his  senior. 
He  accomplishes  what  he  undertakes,  either  in  his  own 
behalf  or  in  the  public  service,  and  is  at  all  times  ac- 
tuated by  a laudable  desire  to  promote  public  progress 
along  the  lines  of  permanent  good. 


THEODORE  KAMENSKY. 

Theodore  Kamensky,  artist  and  linguist,  occupies  an 
attractive  home  on  the  beach  in  Clearwater.  So  close 
is  he  to  the  edge  of  the  gulf  that  its  waves  almost  wash 
his  front  steps.  To  his  artist  nature  the  ever  changing 
scene  and  the  play  of  light  and  color  on  the  water  is 
of  the  greatest  delight,  as  he  has  strong  attachment 
for  the  land  of  his  adoption.  He  was  born  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, Russia,  September  2,  1836,  his  parents  being 
Theodore  and  Adelaide  (Wolf)  Kamensky,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Russia,  the  father  being  an  assist- 
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ant  director  of  the  School  of  Forestry.  He  was  con- 
nected with  military  affairs  much  of  his  life  and  bore 
the  title  of  general  at  the  time  of  his  retirement.  The 
paternal  grandmother  belonged  to  the  nobility  of 
Livonia. 

Theodore  Kamensky,  of  Clearwater,  was  one  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  reached  ma- 
turity, while  one  brother  and  one  sister  of  our  subject 
are  now  living.  For  ten  years  Theodore  Kamensky 
was  a student  in  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Fine  Arts 
at  St.  Petersburg,  which  conferred  upon  him  a gold 
medal  in  recognition  of  the  excellence  of  his  work, 
together  with  a pension  for  six  years  that  enabled  him 
to  travel  about  and  pursue  his  studies  in  different  sec- 
tions of  Europe  at  the  expense  of  the  government.  The 
period  was  thus  passed  and  for  some  time  he  was  a 
student  in  Florence,  Italy.  When  he  returned  to  Rus- 
sia he  placed  his  works  in  marble  on  exhibit  and  Em- 
peror Alexander  II  gave  him  the  order  to  execute  in 
marble  the  group  called  “The  First  Step.”  He  then 
returned  to  Florence,  where  he  spent  four  years  more, 
making  a total  of  ten  years  spent  in  that  beautiful 
Italian  city,  which  is  one  of  the  foremost  art  centers 
of  the  world. 

In  1871,  just  after  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  Mr. 
Kamensky  came  to  the  United  States  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Kansas,  where  he 
lived  for  a time  with  the  Progressive  Community.  Later 
he  purchased  a tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  a number  of  years,  but  while  following  that  pur- 
suit was  kicked  by  a young  horse,  the  injury  almost 
costing  him  his  life.  His  skull  right  over  the  left  eye 
was  crushed,  leaving  a hole  large  enough  in  which  to 
insert  a finger.  His  physician  advised  him  to  come 
to  Florida  after  he  had  partially  recovered  from  his 
injuries,  and  thirty  years  ago  he  became  a resident  of 
this  state.  A small  sail  boat  brought  him  to  Clearwater 
from  Cedar  Keys,  for  at  that  time  there  was  no  other 
means  of  communication  between  the  two  points.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Kamensky  has  resided  by  the  side  of 
the  water,  with  a fine  view  of  the  bay  stretching  out 
to  the  horizon  line  of  the  gulf.  He  was  the  first  to 
build  a home  on  the  bay,  purchasing  eight  acres  of 
land,  with  a water  front  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  feet,  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Today 
this  property  is  worth  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Mr.  Kamensky  is  not  a business  man  in 
the  usually  accepted  sense  of  the  term.  He  now  re- 
tains only  his  home,  having  two  houses,  one  on  the 
bay  and  one  on  the  street.  In  addition  to  his  other 
property  he  had  ten  acres  in  another  tract,  upon  which 
he  attempted  to  raise  oranges,  but  as  Mr.  Kamensky 
was  not  able  to  care  for  the  orange  grove  it  did  not 
prove  a profitable  venture.  In  the  meantime  he  went 
to  New  York  to  secure  art  work  and  during  the 


World’s  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  he  was  in 
that  city,  aiding  in  making  the  mural  decorations  in 
different  buildings  under  Karl  Bitter,  one  of  the  fore- 
most artists  thus  engaged.  Mr.  Kamensky  was  thus 
employed  for  a year  and  afterward  worked  in  the 
United  States  fine  arts  department  of  the  exposition 
under  Chief  Ives.  When  the  Russian  government 
learned  that  he  was  in  Chicago  he  was  made  commis- 
sioner in  the  art  department  having  charge  of  the 
Russian  exhibit.  Following  the  close  of  the  fair  he  re- 
turned and  later  was  again  in  New  York,  where  he 
executed  some  art  commissions.  He  is  a gentleman  of 
very  broad  and  liberal  education,  speaking  five  lan- 
guages, including  Italian,  French,  German,  Russian  and 
English.  He  is  cosmopolitan  in  his  tastes  and  in  his 
liberal  culture,  and  the  development  of  his  native  pow- 
ers and  talents  have  gained  him  rank  with  the  fore- 
most artists  of  Russia. 

Mr.  Kamensky  was  married  in  Russia  in  1869.  His 
wife  died  two  years  later,  leaving  a daughter,  Sophia 
Ludia,  who  was  born  in  Florence,  Italy,  and  is  now  a 
teacher  in  Carlstadt,  New  Jersey.  In  Kansas,  in  1876, 
he  married  a lady  who  was  a native  of  Switzerland 
and  who  died  in  Clearwater,  Florida,  about  1900,  leav- 
ing three  children : Fee,  a trained  nurse  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia  ; Theodore  and  Raissa.  Mr.  Kamensky’s  force 
of  character,  his  high  principles  and  his  upright  life 
have  gained  for  him  a prominent  position  in  public 
regard,  while  his  liberal  education  and  broad  culture 
have  made  him  a valued  addition  to  the  social  circles 
of  the  south. 


ROBERT  FRANKLIN  BEVIS. 

Robert  Franklin  Bevis,  who  since  1874  has  been 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a farm  of  forty  acres 
near  Bascom,  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Georgia, 
July  28,  1856,  a son  of  William  and  Emeline  (Cope- 
land) Bevis.  The  parents  were  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  in  1864  moved  to  Florida,  locating  in 
Jackson  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  jew- 
elry business.  He  died  February  7,  1906,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  April,  1910. 

Robert  F.  Bevis  was  still  a child  when  he  came  to 
Florida  with  his  parents.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
Jackson  county  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  an  occupation  in  which  he 
has  been  active  since  that  time,  his  long  experience 
and  thorough  understanding  of  the  details  of  his  work- 
proving  potent  elements  in  his  success.  He  owns 
forty  acres  near  Bascom,  well  improved  and  devel- 
oped, and  his  business  interests  are  carefully  con- 
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ducted,  so  that  he  has  now  gained  a gratifying  measure 
of  success. 

Mr.  Bevis  married  Miss  Emily  Belle  Dickson  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children : Min- 
nie L.,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  and  who  resides  at  home ; Robert  C.,  a farmer 
in  Jackson  county;  Lucius  B.,  a traveling  salesman; 
Pearl  D.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Wester,  of  Jackson  coun- 
ty; Henry  P..  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  Arcadia ; Whit  Foreman,  a teacher  in  Bar- 
tow, Florida ; and  William  F.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
abstract  business  in  Bartow. 

Mr.  Bevis  is  a democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
his  entire  life  has  been  characterized  by  devotion  to 
high  ideals  and  honorable  principles.  In  all  of  his 
business  dealings  he  is  straightforward  and  honor- 
able and  enjoys  to  the  fullest  extent  the  confidence 
and  good-will  of  all  who  are  associated  with  him. 


WILLIAM  M.  DAVIS. 

William  Ivl.  Davis,  one  of  the  prominent  and  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  Orlando,  was  born  in  Flor- 
ence county,  South  Carolina.  He  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  community  and 
after  laying  aside  his  books  engaged  for  seven  years  as 
manager  of  a mercantile  business  and  of  farming  prop- 
erties in  his  native  state.  He  afterward  turned  his 
attention  to  dealing  in  naval  stores  and  continued  in 
this  line  of  work  for  many  years,  becoming  one  of  the 
leading  dealers  in  southern  Florida.  He  was  for  four 
years  connected  with  a naval  stores  company  in 
Marion  county  and  then  with  others  bought  property 
in  Santa  Rosa  county.  He  was  afterward  interested 
in  naval  stores  companies  at  Lockhart,  Oviedo  and 
Winter  Garden  and  at  this  time  held  interests  along 
the  same  line  in  Alabama.  In  1902  he  came  to  Or- 
lando and  after  disposing  of  his  stock  in  his  naval 
stores  companies  invested  heavily  in  real  estate,  which 
he  has  improved  with  business  buildings  and  resi- 
dences. Fie  has  erected  a business  block,  ninety  by 
eighty-five  feet  in  dimensions,  on  one  of  his  lots  and 
another  thirty-one  by  eighty-two  feet.  Upon  another 
valuable  corner  he  has  built  a modern  business  build- 
ing fifty-five  by  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  and  he 
has  erected  also  a garage  and  livery  stable,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  by  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet. 
In  the  management  of  all  of  his  property  Mr.  Davis  is 
associated  with  others  but  owns  a controlling  interest. 
He  is  connected  with  many  of  the  most  important 
financial  and  commercial  enterprises  in  this  part  of 


Orange  county  and  is  a man  of  wealth  and  prominence, 
his  activities  effecting  in  an  important  way  the  gen- 
eral development  of  the  section.  He  is  vice  president 
of  the  Orlando  Bank  & Trust  Company  and  a member 
of  the  board  of  directors.  He  is  a director  also  in 
the  Bank  of  Winter  Garden  and  the  Peoples  Bank  of 
Sanford  and  is  connected  with  the  Southern  Turpen- 
tine Company  in  Lake  Butler.  All  of  his  business 
interests  are  carefully  and  conservatively  conducted 
and  his  executive  and  administrative  ability  have  con- 
tributed in  substantial  measure  to  the  success  which 
places  him  among  the  prominent  and  representative 
men  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Davis  married,  in  1906,  Miss  Myrtle  Beard, 
of  McLeansboro,  Illinois,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  William  M.,  Jr.  Mr.  Davis  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His 
success  is  entirely  the  result  of  his  own  untiring  labor 
and  well  directed  efforts,  for  he  started  out  in  life 
empty  handed  and  by  sheer  force  of  his  ambition  and 
determination  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  pros- 
perity. Orlando  is  fortunate  in  numbering  him  among 
her  citizens,  for  his  standards  are  high,  his  methods 
straightforward  and  his  business  integrity  an  un- 
questioned fact  in  his  career. 


HENRY  PFEIFFER. 

Although  many  years  have  passed  since  the  death 
of  Henry  Pfeiffer,  there  are  yet  many  who  remember 
with  pleasure  his  high-minded  and  worthy  quali- 
ties of  character,  his  charity  to  the  poor  and  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  which  made  him  one  of  the  valued 
and  representative  business  men  of  Pensacola,  where 
he  resided  for  almost  thirty-three  years.  Germany 
numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having 
occurred  July  3,  1833.  His  parents  were  Nicholas 
and  Margaret  (Hepp)  Pfeiffer,  natives  of  that 
country. 

Plenry  Pfeiffer  came  to  Pensacola  in  1851  and  im- 
mediately identified  himself  with  business  interests 
of  the  city,  first  as  the  proprietor  of  a bakery  and 
then  as  the  owner  of  a large  livery  stable.  Although 
not  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war,  he  was  at  one 
time  taken  prisoner  and  held  for  six  months,  resum- 
ing his  business  affairs  after  his  release.  During  the 
later  years  of  his  life  he  was  a ship  chandler  and 
grocer  and  met  with  gratifying  success  along  both 
lines,  eventually  becoming  the  head  of  a profitable 
business.  He  was  known  as  a shrewd,  reliable  and 
enterprising  business  man,  of  high  integrity  and 
honor,  and  these  qualities  formed  the  basis  of  a sue- 
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cess  which  placed  him  among  the  leading  and  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  Pensacola. 

Mr.  Pfeiffer  was  twice  married.  He  wedded  Miss 
Margaret  White  and  to  their  union  were  born  five 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living:  John,  who 
is  cashier  of  the  American  National  Bank;  Rudolph, 
and  Annie.  On  the  26th  of  October,  1872,  Mr.  Pfeif- 
fer married  Miss  Barbara  Miller,  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Eva  (Hepp)  Miller,  natives  of  Germany. 
Mrs.  Pfeiffer  came  to  America  in  1870  and  settled 
immediately  in  Pensacola,  where  she  has  since  re- 
sided. To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living:  Etta  M.,  who  lives  at  home; 
Bertha,  the  wife  of  Edward  Peek;  Cora,  who  mar- 
ried John  Dillon,  of  Virginia;  and  Dora,  the  wife  of 
Charles  F.  Williams  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Pfeiffer  was  a devout  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  guided  his  upright  and  honorable  life  by 
the  doctrines  in  which  he  believed.  Broad  in  his 
charities,  known  as  a friend  to  the  poor,  straightfor- 
ward in  business  and  loyal  in  citizenship,  he  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  Pensacola  and  his 
death  was  the  occasion  of  widespread  and  sincere 
regret.  He  passed  away  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
July  16,  1885,  and  his  body  was  brought  back  to  Pen- 
sacola for  burial.  In  the  course  of  his  long  resi- 
dence in  this  section  of  the  state,  dating  from  1851, 
he  had  won  many  warm  and  loyal  friends  and  his 
sterling  qualities  gained  for  him  the  good-will  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  busi- 
ness or  social  relations.  He  left  to  his  family  the 
priceless  heritage  of  an  untarnished  name  and  the 
memory  of  an  upright  and  honorable  career  well 
worthy  of  emulation. 


ADOLPH  LOUIS. 

It  seems  that  the  birthright  of  Adolph  Louis  has 
been  a peculiar  shrewdness  as  to  financial  affairs  and 
conspicuous  ability  along  mercantile  lines,  for  he  has 
succeeded  within  a decade  in  establishing  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  establishments  of  a commercial  char- 
acter in  Key  West,  known  as  the  Bee  Hive  Depart- 
ment Store,  and  has  since  purposefully  expanded 
along  other  lines,  becoming  the  owner  of  farm  prop- 
erties, valuable  real-estate  holdings  and  other  inter- 
ests, both  improved  and  unimproved.  He  has  in  his 
veins  the  merchandising  abilities  of  a race  famed  for 
its  shrewdness,  for  he  was  born  in  Roumania,  al- 
though the  family  is  of  Portuguese  descent,  his  grand- 
mother, Bethy  Mendel  Louis,  having  emigrated  from 
Portugal  to  Roumania. 


Adolph  Louis,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Ismail, 
Bessarabia,  Roumania,  March  25,  1857,  and  in  1885 
sought  the  opportunities  of  the  United  States,  coming 
to  this  country  and  landing  at  New  York.  He  brought 
with  him  not  only  an  unconquerable  optimism  and 
the  will  to  succeed  no  matter  what  the  difficulties, 
but  also  the  tidy  fortune  of  ten  thousand  dollars  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  Kansas,  where  he  purchased  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dodge  City  and  also  real  estate  in  the 
city  itself.  At  one  time  he  owned  in  that  locality  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  also  did  a considerable 
mercantile  business  there.  Believing  in  the  opportuni- 
ties of  the  south  and  that  its  true  value  would  be  rec- 
ognized, he  in  1890  came  to  Key  West  and  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business,  investing  in  his  first  venture  the 
capital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  beginning 
by  doing  a small  business  on  the  installment  plan.  He 
had  made  no  error  in  selecting  the  new  field  of  his  labors 
and  prospered  from  the  beginning.  Pie  now  has  for 
many  years  been  one  of  Key  West’s  leading  and  most 
successful  merchants,  being  today  the  senior  partner 
in  the  firm  of  A.  Louis  & Son,  proprietors  of  the 
Bee  Hive  Department  Store.  This  store  is  a model  of 
its  kind,  complete  in  all  its  departments  and  readily 
betrays  the  ability  of  its  head.  They  carry  complete 
outfitting  lines  for  men,  women  and  children  and  their 
sales  force  is  so  trained  and  their  methods  are  based 
upon  such  strict  relations  of  integrity  and  honesty  that 
their  patronage  is  ever  increasing  and  is  not  only 
extensive  but  includes  the  most  representative  class 
of  people  in  the  city  and  vicinity.  The  business  is 
located  at  Nos.  518  and  520  Duval  street  and  this 
block,  including  the  buildings  at  Nos.  522  and  524, 
were  built  and  are  still  owned  by  Mr.  Louis.  The 
building  is  two  stories  in  height  and  was  erected  in 
1898.  It  embraces  four  stores  on  the  first  floor,  each 
having  a floor  space  of  twenty-five  by  one  hundred 
feet.  Two  of  these  are  occupied  by  Mr.  Louis’  cloth- 
ing business,  while  the  others  are  rented.  Mr.  Louis 
also  owns  much  other  valuable  property  in  Key  West, 
including  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet  frontage  at 
another  point  on  Duval  street,  which  is  the  principal 
business  thoroughfare  of  the  city.  Moreover,  he  is 
the  owner  of  the  Louis  Pavilion  and  Lennox  Hall, 
both  in  Key  West,  and  derives  a gratifying  income 
from  these  sources.  He  also  holds  title  to  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  four  miles  from  the  city,  located 
on  Boca  Chica  Key,  on  the  Florida  East  Coast  Rail- 
way. Having  amassed  a comfortable  fortune  within 
a decade  after  he  embarked  in  business  here,  it  has 
been  the  custom  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  to  spend 
the  summer  months  in  New  York  city  and  the 
winters  in  Key  West,  their  son  Louis  taking  care  of 
the  business  interests  during  his  father's  absence. 
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In  1882  Mr.  Louis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Gisella  Criol,  also  a native  of  Roumania,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  four  children : Rose,  the  wife 

of  Dr.  M.  Osias,  of  New  York  city;  Louis,  born  in 
1885,  who  is  now  manager  and  half  owner  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  of  his  father;  and  Ruby  and  Leoni, 
both  of  whom  are  yet  with  their  parents. 

Louis  Louis,  the  only  son  of  our  subject,  was  edu- 
cated in  a military  academy  at  Ossining,  New  York, 
and  after  his  education  was  completed  became  associ- 
ated with  the  business  of  his  father  and  later  the 
latter’s  partner.  He  now  takes  care  of  a great  many 
of  the  responsible  duties  which  would  otherwise  fall 
upon  his  father’s  shoulders  and  has  become  an  able, 
shrewd  and  conscientious  business  man,  being  widely 
respected  among  the  younger  men  of  affairs  of  the  city. 
He  is  in  charge  of  the  mercantile  business  of  A.  Louis 
& Son,  having  become  manager  in  1912.  Louis  Louis 
has  also  a military  record  to  his  credit,  having  been 
a member  of  Company  I,  Second  Florida  Infantry, 
for  seven  years.  For  five  years  he  served  as  lieuten- 
ant and  for  two  years  as  captain,  resigning  the  latter 
commission  in  1912  in  order  to  be  able  to  devote  his 
entire  attention  to  his  ever  increasing  duties  in  con- 
nection with  his  mercantile  interests. 

Adolph  Louis  of  this  review  is  a member  of  the 
Key  West  Board  of  Trade  and  ever  active  as  such 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  city  which  has  proven 
such  a fruitful  field  of  labor  for  his  efforts.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a Mason  and  an  Elk.  Mr.  Louis  has 
recently  offered  to  present  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, free  of  charge,  a site  of  forty  acres  of  land 
on  Boca  Chica  Key,  a suburb  of  Key  West,  to  be  used 
as  an  aeroplane  station;  and  has  also  offered  to  the 
government  ten  acres  on  the  same  Key  to  be  devoted 
to  a biological  station.  He  is  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed for  what  he  has  done  in  Key  West  and  his 
career  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  what  to  ex- 
pect in  the  south — of  the  rich  resources  which  yet  lie 
dormant  there  and  which  may  readily  be  developed. 
Mr.  Louis  is  typical  of  that  new  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  it  may  be  said  is  typical  of  the  growth  of  Key 
West  which  he  has  done  so  much  to  stimulate  while 
winning  for  himself  financial  independence. 


NATHANIEL  MARSHALL  ISLER. 

Nathaniel  Marshall  Isler,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  successful  farmers  of  his  native  county, 
was  born  August  24,  1845.  He  is  a son  of  John  S. 
and  Arinsa  (Bryant)  Isler,  the  former  a native  of 
South  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Florida.  Both  are 
now  deceased.  To  their  union  were  born  six  chil- 


dren: Mary  E.,  John  F.  and  Frances  P.,  all  of  whom 
have  passed  away;  Nathaniel  Marshall,  of  this  review; 
Moses  William,  deceased;  and  Benjamin  F.,  of  Tal- 
lahassee. 

Nathaniel  M.  Isler  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm  and  from  his  childhood  has  been  familiar  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  aided  in  the  operation  of 
the  homestead  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
then  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving  under 
General  Robert  E.  Lee  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
After  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Florida  and  turned 
his  attention  to  general  farming  in  Leon  county,  an 
occupation  in  which  he  has  since  engaged.  He  has  a 
well  improved  and  highly  developed  property  com- 
prising two  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  the  at- 
tractive condition  of  which  evidences  his  many  years 
of  care  and  labor. 

Mr.  Isler  married  Miss  Lorah  A.  Manning,  a native 
of  Florida  and  a daughter  of  Judge  B.  and  Rachael  S. 
(Ferkell)  Manning  early  settlers  of  Florida.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Isler  became  the  parents  of  a daughter, 
Emma  Gertrude,  who  has  passed  away.  Mr.  Isler 
belongs  to  the  Confederate  Veterans  Association,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Since  begin- 
ning his  active  career  he  has  done  his  full  share  in  the 
agricultural  development  of  this  section  of  Florida 
and  throughout  the  years  has  borne  an  unassailable 
reputation  as  a progressive  and  enterprising  citizen. 


ROBERT  E.  CHAFER,  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Chafer,  the  pioneer  dentist  of  Miami 
and  since  July  2,  1896,  in  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, was  born  at  Boone,  Boone  county,  Iowa,  Oc- 
tober 26,  1865.  He  came  with  his  parents,  Robert 
Marshall  and  Prudence  (Osborn)  Chafer,  to  Flor- 
ida in  1867,  when  he  was  but  two  years  of  age,  and 
the  family  located  in  Jacksonville,  where  Robert  E. 
Chafer  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  attending  Newberry  College, 
at  Newberry,  South  Carolina.  The  parents  were  pio- 
neer settlers  in  Jacksonville,  finding  it  upon  their  ar- 
rival a mere  village.  They  subsequently  removed  to 
Miami  and  here  passed  away. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Chafer  studied  dentistry  in  his  early 
manhood  and  in  1895  was  graduated  from  the  Birm- 
ingham Dental  College  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  with 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  He  has  since  that  time  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in 
which  he  has  attained  a position  of  distinction.  He 
located  in  Miami  July  2,  1896,  and  for  one  year  and 
a half  thereafter  was  the  only  dentist  in  the  city. 
Ever  since  receiving  his  degree  he  has  devoted  all  of 
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his  time  to  his  profession,  keeping  constantly  in  touch 
with  its  most  advanced  thought  and  carrying  forward 
his  studies  through  individual  research  and  investi- 
gation with  the  result  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  successful  dental  surgeons  in  the 
state  of  Florida.  His  practice  in  Miami  is  extensive 
and  representative,  requiring  the  constant  employ- 
ment of  two  assistants. 

Dr.  Chafer  married,  in  Miami,  February  15,  1898, 
Miss  Margaret  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Monticello, 
Florida,  and  who  removed  with  her  parents  to  Miami 
shortly  after  the  city  was  founded.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Chafer  have  three  children,  Aleene  B.,  Robert  Nelson 
and  John  W.  The  parents  belong  to  the  Episcopal 
church  and  fraternally  Dr.  Chafer  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  By  his  ability,  enterprise 
and  success  he  has  secured  a high  place  in  professional 
circles  of  the  state  and  foremost  rank  among  the 
valued  citizens  of  Miami,  commanding  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  private  or  business 
relations. 


L.  S.  JOHNSON. 

L.  S.  Johnson  is  proprietor  of  a well  appointed  drug 
store  at  Largo  and  is  meeting  with  substantial  suc- 
cess by  reason  of  his  close  application,  unfaltering 
energy  and  careful  business  management.  He  was 
born  at  Cedar  Keys,  Florida,  October  12,  1870,  and  is 
a son  of  Charles  W.  and  Katharine  (Kurtz)  Johnson, 
the  former  a native  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  latter  of  Germany.  The  mother  was  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  she  went  to  New  York  with  her 
brother  and  thence  came  to  Florida,  her  marriage 
occurring  near  Jacksonville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
resided  at  Cedar  Keys  for  some  time  and  afterward 
became  residents  of  Pinellas  county,  spending  the 
summers  there  and  the  winters  at  Caxambas  island. 
They  spent  their  remaining  days  at  Largo.  The 
father  was  a steamboat  operator  owning  two  ships 
for  many  years  and  also  a farmer  and  fruit  grower. 
He  ran  a gunboat  during  the  Civil  war,  entering  the 
Confederate  service  from  Florida.  He  died  October 
31,  1907,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  1911,  when  also  about  seventy- 
nine  years  of  age. 

L.  S.  Johnson  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  six  children : Levin  W.,  living  at  Durant ; 
Leila  C.,  the  wife  of  Ed  Jeffords,  of  Clearwater; 
George  W.,  of  Largo ; Mrs.  Lottie  K.  Drew,  of 
Largo  ; L.  S. ; and  Charles  P.,  who  died  in  1909,  leaving 
a widow  and  four  children. 


L.  S.  Johnson  was  but  a year  old  when  brought  by 
his  parents  from  Cedar  Keys  to  Pinellas  county,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  was  for  some  time  in  St.  Peters- 
burg and  in  Miami  in  the  bicycle  business,  for  in  early 
life  he  became  a mechanic.  Nine  years  ago,  however, 
he  returned  to  Pinellas  county  and  for  five  years  was 
engaged  in  gardening.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
entered  the  drug  business,  in  which  he  is  now  engaged, 
employing  a registered  pharmacist.  He  also  has 
grove  and  gardening  interests  and  his  various  lines  of 
business  are  bringing  to  him  success,  owing  to  his 
capable  management  and  well  defined  and  carefully 
executed  plans. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  been  twice  married.  He  first 
wedded  Lottie  McMullen,  who  died  in  1905,  leaving 
a daughter,  Norine.  In  1908  he  wedded  Jane  E.  Kil- 
gore, of  Newberry,  South  Carolina,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Charles  and  Caroline.  Mr.  Johnson  is 
a prominent  representative  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  is  most  loyal  to  the  spirit  and  interests  of  the 
craft,  belonging  to  the  lodge,  chapter,  commandery 
and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  moral  progress  of  the  community. 
His  has  been  an  active  and  well  spent  life,  in  which 
labor  has  won  its  merited  reward.  He  has  depended 
upon  his  own  resources  from  an  early  age  and  whatever 
success  he  has  achieved  and  enjoyed  is  attributable  to 
his  own  efforts. 


EDWARD  PELLICER. 

Edward  Pellicer  is  a native  of  Florida,  having  been 
born  in  St.  John  county,  October  4,  1848,  and  a scion 
of  an  esteemed  French  family  who  settled  here  many 
years  ago.  He  has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  farm- 
ing, specializing  in  potato  growing,  and  has  achieved 
success  by  his  industry  and  energy,  employing  pro- 
gressive methods  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  He 
is  a son  of  James  and  Laura  (Fontany)  Pellicer,  the 
father  also  a native  of  this  county.  He  was  born 
at  the  head  of  the  Matanzas  river,  and  in  this  district 
he  spent  all  of  his  life,  passing  away  in  1872  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  during  his  entire  life  and  at  various  times 
owned  a number  of  slaves.  He  was  overseer  of  a 
large  plantation  which  was  owned  by  James  Bulow, 
one  of  the  foremost  planters  of  his  day,  and  he  acted 
in  the  same  capacity  for  a large  estate  belonging  to 
General  Hernandoz.  He  was  also  for  some  time  en- 
gaged in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government, 
overseeing  the  building  of  the  sea  wall  at  St.  Augus- 
tine. During  the  Indian  war  he  served  as  lieutenant 


554 


FLORIDA 


while  his  brother  Frank  also  participated  in  that  con- 
flict in  the  capacity  of  captain.  His  father  was  Frank 
Pellicer,  a native  of  France,  who  came  to  Florida  with 
the  Turnbull  colony  and  engaged  in  farming  on  Pel- 
licer creek  which  was  named  in  his  honor.  The 
grandfather  had  a family  of  nine  children,  four  sons 
and  five  daughters.  The  mother,  Laura  (Fontany) 
Pellicer,  was  also  born  in  St.  John  county  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Paul  Fontany,  whose  whole  life  was 
spent  in  this  section  and  who  at  the  time  of  his  death 
filled  the  office  of  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

Edward  Pellicer  is  one  of  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, consisting  of  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  of 
whom  three  of  the  former  and  five  of  the  latter  are 
still  living.  Ever  since  leaving  his  school  books  he 
has  devoted  his  time  to  farming  in  this  county  and 
now  owns  a valuable  tract  of  forty  acres  two  and  a 
half  miles  southeast  of  Hastings  which  he  devotes 
mostly  to  potato  growing.  Since  he  has  possessed 
himself  of  this  property  he  has  made  many  improve- 
ments which  have  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  the 
farm  and  he  is  deriving  annually  a gratifying  income 
from  his  labors. 

In  1877  Mr.  Pellicer  married  Miss  Sarah  Carter,  a 
native  of  Putnam  county,  Florida,  who  was  born  in 
1854  and  passed  away  in  1907.  She  was  a daughter 
of  George  and  Keziah  (Grooms)  Carter,  natives  of 
Georgia,  who  later  removed  to  Florida  where  they 
both  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pellicer  were  the 
parents  of  five  children : Harry,  who  is  employed  in 
the  postoffice  in  Jacksonville;  Arthur,  who  also  holds 
a position  in  the  postoffice  there ; Rubert,  on  the  home 
farm;  Walter;  and  Sadie,  who  married  Carroll  Bad- 
ger and  they  live  in  New  Hampshire.  The  two 
younger  sons,  Rubert  and  Walter,  are  both  affiliat- 
ed with  the  Order  of  the  Red  Men.  Edward 
Pellicer  has  always  been  interested  in  the  general 
development  and  advancement  of  his  section,  espe- 
cially along  agricultural  lines,  and  his  life  work  while 
it  has  resulted  in  his  individual  success  has  been  a 
factor  in  the  general  upbuilding  of  the  district.  He 
is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Hastings  and  enjoys 
the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact. 


WALTER  ELLIOTT  KNIBLOE. 

Among  the  men  of  Tallahassee  whose  activities 
have  materially  contributed  to  the  public  welfare  is 
Walter  Elliott  Ivnibloe,  now  serving  as  principal  of 
the  city  schools.  He  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
May  21,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  William  E.  and  Mary  A. 
(Dakin)  Knibloe,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut 


and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a cab- 
inet-maker by  trade  and  followed  this  occupation  in 
connection  with  general  farming  for  a number  of 
years.  He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

W.  E.  Knibloe  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Chicago  and  afterward  entered  the 
University  of  Illinois,  which  he  left  in  1876  with 
the  degrees  of  M.  S.  and  Ph.  D.  Immediately  after- 
ward he  engaged  in  educational  work,  serving  from 
1877  t0  I88i  as  principal  of  the  Urbana  public  schools. 
He  afterward  held  the  same  position  in  Girard  and 
from  1884  to  1895  was  principal  of  the  schools  in  St. 
Augustine,  Florida.  From  that  city  he  went  to  Jack- 
sonville and  there  remained  until  1909,  as  principal  of 
the  Duval  high  school,  when  he  came  to  Tallahassee, 
where  he  has  since  been  principal  of  the  schools,  his 
beneficial,  discriminating  and  constructive  work  gain- 
ing for  him  wide  and  favorable  recognition.  He  is 
one  of  the  best  known  educators  in  Leon  county — a 
man  of  force,  initiative  and  enterprise,  who  possesses 
the  administrative  faculty  as  a fitting  supplement  to 
his  scholarly  attainments.  While  a resident  of  St. 
Augustine  he  was  curator  of  the  Historical  Society  and 
is  a member  of  the  Florida  State  Teachers  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  served  as  president  in  1898. 

Mr.  Knibloe  married  Miss  Adelaide  Victoria  Clark, 
a native  of  Illinois,  and  both  are  well  known  in  social 
circles  of  Tallahassee.  Mr.  Knibloe  is  a member  of 
the  Unitarian  Congregational  church.  As  a man  high 
in  educational  circles  of  the  state  he  has  worked  in  a 
far-sighted  and  discriminating  way  for  the  advance- 
ment of  general  educational  interests  and  assisted  in 
the  summer  training  school  for  teachers.  He  also  was 
educational  commissioner  to  the  World’s  Fair  at 
Chicago.  A public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  he 
takes  a commendable  interest  in  everything  that  he 
deems  calculated  to  promote  the  intellectual,  material 
and  moral  welfare  of  the  community. 


HENRY  HERBERT  BRYANT. 

Henry  Herbert  Bryant,  one  of  the  Confederate  vet- 
erans now  living  at  Welaka,  Florida,  has  remained 
continuously  in  Putnam  county  since  1867,  and  for 
forty-six  years  has  made  his  home  in  the  town  where 
he  now  resides.  He  was  born  in  Jacksonville,  August 
12,  1847,  his  parents  being  James  W.  and  Rebecca 
Hathorne  (Hall)  Bryant.  The  father  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire  in  1812,  and  the  mother  was  a native 
of  Boston,  where  they  became  acquainted,  their  mar- 
riage being  celebrated  in  1834.  The  grandfather, 
James  Bryant,  was  born  September  16,  1786,  and  on 
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the  18th  of  January,  1808,  was  married  to  Miss  Ann 
Andrews,  whose  birth  occurred  July  31,  1790.  He 
died  in  Massachusetts  in  1826  and  his  wife  passed 
away  at  Thomasville,  Georgia,  October  2,  1869.  They 
had  a large  family,  including  James  W.  Bryant,  who 
following  his  marriage  removed  from  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  to  Savannah  and  thence  went  to  Jack- 
sonville. After  the  war  he  returned  to  the  north, 
making  his  home  in  New  Jersey,  while  engaged  in 
publishing  in  New  York.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
Thomasville,  Georgia,  in  March,  1864,  while  the  death 
of  James  W.  Bryant  occurred  at  Bloomfield,  New 
Jersey,  August  6,  1867.  The  family  numbered  five 
children : William  A.,  who  served  throughout  the  war 
in  the  Third  Florida  Regiment  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Davis  Hall,  a member  of  the  Second  Florida  Cavalry 
throughout  the  period  of  hostilities  and  now  a resi- 
dent of  Orlando ; Octavia  L.,  the  widow  of  Captain 
Winston  Stephens,  who  was  killed  while  serving  in 
the  Confederate  army ; Henry  H.,  and  George  P., 
deceased. 

Three  of  the  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  Henry  H.  Bryant  enlisting  during  the 
last  year  of  the  war,  although  but  a youth  in  his 
teens,  as  a member  of  Abell’s  Battery,  Johnson’s  army. 
He  was  at  the  surrender  at  Greensboro,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  was  paroled  May  3,  1865. 

Mr.  Bryant  had  resided  in  Florida  until  about  a 
year  before  his  enlistment,  when  the  Federals  cap- 
tured Jacksonville  and  took  possession  of  the  St. 
Johns  river.  In  1867  he  returned  to  Putnam  county 
and  has  been  a resident  of  Welaka  for  the  past  forty- 
six  years.  He  has  been  continuously  engaged  in 
farming  and  fruit  growing,  and  also  has  charge  of 
the  wharf  on  the  St.  Johns  river  at  Welaka,  which 
he  owns.  His  life  has  been  one  of  continuous  and 
well  directed  activity  and  the  success  he  has  achieved 
is  the  merited  reward  of  his  own  labors.  He  has 
been  a notary  public  since  the  days  of  reconstruction 
and  for  many  years  has  filled  the  offices  of  collector 
and  assessor  in  Welaka.  His  father  was  a supporter 
of  the  whig  party  and  Henry  H.  Bryant  early  became 
an  advocate  of  democratic  principles,  which  he  has 
since  supported. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1875,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Bryant  and  Miss  Mary  J.  Stephens,  who  was 
born  near  Ocala,  Marion  county,  Florida,  April  17, 
1855,  and  has  resided  in  this  city  throughout  her 
entire  life  save  for  a period  of  three  years  during  the 
war.  Her  parents  were  Clark  and  Augustina  (Flem- 
ing) Stephens,  the  former  a native  of  Alabama  and 
the  latter  of  Florida.  Mr.  Stephens  was  reared  in 
Georgia  but  was  married  in  Florida  and  became  a 
planter  of  Marion  county.  He  died  in  Welaka,  De- 
cember 19,  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  while 


his  wife  passed  away  in  1900  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 
He  served  for  a short  time  in  the  war  but  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability.  He  was  a brother 
of  Captain  Winston  Stephens.  Mrs.  Bryant  was  one 
of  five  children  and  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  The 
others  were:  William  W.,  now  deceased;  Louis  I., 
of  Jacksonville;  Charles  Seaton,  of  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia; and  Edward  L.,  of  Brunswick,  Georgia.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  have  been  born  five  children : 
Ruby  A.,  the  wife  of  Frank  R.  Reeder;  Mary  O., 
the  wife  of  W.  E.  Tydings,  of  Montbrook,  Florida; 
Henry  Herbert,  of  Brunswick,  Georgia ; Caroline  F., 
the  wife  of  E.  C.  Wilkinson,  of  South  Jacksonville; 
and  Edith,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

The  Bryant  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  When  they  arrived,  there  were 
still  many  evidences  of  Indian  activity.  In  fact,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  all  the  red  men  had  left  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  Mr.  Bryant’s  older  sister  would  sleep 
next  to  the  cabin  door  so  that  the  Indians  might  get 
her  before  they  could  reach  her  small  brother — now 
the  subject  of  this  review.  When  the  family  returned 
after  the  war  there  were  only  two  families  living  in 
Welaka.  Mr.  Bryant’s  home  and  that  of  his  father- 
in-law  were  burned  during  the  period  of  hostilities 
and  everything  possible  taken  from  the  place,  so  that 
they  were  practically  left  penniless.  When  the 
Stephens’  family  returned  they  were  a week  in  mak- 
ing the  trip  from  Silver  Springs  to  Welaka,  journey- 
ing on  a cotton  barge  which  was  poled  during  the 
day.  Mr.  Bryant  has  lived  to  see  the  wonderful  de- 
velopment of  this  section  of  the  state  as  the  work  of 
progress  and  improvement  has  been  carried  for- 
ward, and  at  all  times  has  borne  his  part  in  the  work 
of  general  improvement.  He  is  one  of  the  esteemed 
residents  of  the  community  and  has  an  extensive  circle 
of  warm  friends  in  Duval,  Marion  and  Putnam 
counties. 


FRANK  GALLAT. 

A man  who  has  made  his  initiative  spirit,  his  execu- 
tive ability  and  business  foresight  elements  in  the 
attainment  of  a substantial  success  is  Frank  Gallat, 
one  of  the  leading  jewelers  in  Miami  and  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  city  real  estate.  He  is  a native  of  New 
York,  born  February  23,  1872,  and  is  a son  of  Nicho- 
las and  Felice  (Paaquadio)  Gallat,  natives  of  Italy, 
who  were  married  in  that  country  and  afterward 
came  to  America,  settling  in  New  York,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  merchandising  for  a number  of 
years.  He  is  now  living  retired  in  that  city. 
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Frank  Gallat  was  reared  in  his  native  city  and  there 
resided  until  igoo.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  laid 
aside  his  books  and  began  learning  the  jeweler’s  trade, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  in  one  capacity  or 
another  since  that  time.  For  fourteen  years  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  a jewelry  firm  in  Maiden  Lane,  New 
York,  and  he  held  this  position  until  1900,  when  he 
came  to  Miami,  where  two  years  later  he  embarked 
in  the  jewelry  business  for  himself,  opening  a store 
at  Nos.  1207-1209  Avenue  D,  where  he  has  since  con- 
trolled an  important  and  representative  patronage. 
Mr.  Gallat’s  life  furnishes  a splendid  example  of  the 
value  of  industry,  perseverance  and  determination  in 
the  development  of  a successful  career,  for  he  came 
here  with  a capital  of  ten  dollars  and  now,  after 
twelve  years,  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
cantile enterprises  of  the  city,  his  stock  being  valued 
at  from  twenty  thousand  to  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars.  He  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  attractive  homes  in  Miami  and  controls  valu- 
able holdings  in  city  real  estate.  He  has  one  large 
tract  just  north  of  the  corporate  limits  which  he  is 
preparing  to  plat  into  a subdivision  and  which  when 
fully  laid  out  will  embrace  four  hundred  lots,  its  pres- 
ent value  being  estimated  at  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
These  things  plainly  indicate  Mr.  Gallat’s  excellent 
business  qualifications,  his  good  judgment,  foresight 
and  discrimination  and,  above  all,  his  unbounded  faith 
in  the  future  of  the  city  where  he  makes  his  home. 

On  December  6,  1900,  Mr.  Gallat  married  Miss 
Anna  Hummler,  a native  of  England  but  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage  a resident  of  New  York  city.  Mr. 
Gallat  is  a member  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and 
is  a hearty  supporter  of  all  movements  calculated  to 
advance  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  He  has  made 
his  own  success  a factor  in  municipal  development 
and  his  work  has  been  at  all  times  progressive  and 
public-spirited,  his  integrity  standing  as  an  unques- 
tioned fact  in  his  career. 


ROBERT  T.  DEWELL. 

One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  Duval  county  bar  is  Robert  T.  Dewell, 
practicing  in  Jacksonville.  He  was  born  in  St.  Au- 
gustine, Florida,  June  5,  1885,  a son  of  Charles  LI. 
and  Fannie  T.  Dewell.  He  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  that  city  and  later  at- 
tended Yale  University,  graduating  from  the  law 
department  in  1911.  In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Connecticut,  where  he  practiced  for 
nearly  a year  before  coming  to  Jacksonville,  which 
city  has  since  been  his  home.  He  has  already  secured 


a gratifying  practice  and  is  regarded  as  a strong  and 
able  lawyer,  well  versed  in  the  underlying  principles 
of  his  profession  and  forceful  in  his  application  of 
them.  In  the  year  of  his  practice  here  he  has  made 
his  influence  felt  in  professional  circles  and  his  many 
friends  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  for  him  continued 
advancement  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor. 


DANIEL  BENJAMIN  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Daniel  Benjamin  Williams,  physician  and  sur- 
geon, of  South  Jacksonville,  whose  ability  is  attested 
by  the  liberal  patronage  accorded  him,  was  born  in 
Adrian,  Johnson  county,  Georgia,  August  23,  1880, 
his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Louisa  (Hutcheson) 
Williams,  the  former  a farmer  by  occupation. 

The  public  schools  of  his  native  state  afforded  Dr. 
Williams  his  early  educational  privileges.  He  was 
reared  upon  the  old  homestead  with  the  usual  ex- 
periences of  farm  life,  there  remaining  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  a high-school 
course  of  study.  When  twenty-three  years  of  age 
he  began  preparation  for  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
matriculated  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons at  Baltimore,  where  he  continued  his  studies 
for  two  years.  He  next  entered  the  Atlanta  School 
of  Medicine,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1907.  He  then  began  to  practice  in  his  home 
town,  but  remained  there  a little  less  than  a year.  In 
1908  he  removed  to  Apopka,  Florida,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  practice  for  eighteen  months  and  then  went 
to  Cottondale,  Jackson  county,  where  he  remained  for 
the  same  period.  In  July,  1911,  he  came  to  South 
Jacksonville,  where  he  took  up  his  abode  and  opened 
an  office,  since  which  time  he  has  won  a very  lucra- 
tive, gratifying  and  growing  practice.  The  year  of 
his  arrival  here  he  was  appointed  by  Dr.  S.  G.  Wor- 
ley, chief  surgeon  of  the  East  Coast  Railway,  of  St. 
Augustine,  as  local  surgeon  of  this  system,  which 
position  he  still  fills.  He  is  a member  of  the  Duval 
County  Medical  Society,  the  Florida  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  Southern  Medical  Association.  He 
is  also  serving  as  health  officer  and  president  of  the 
board  of  health  of  South  Jacksonville  and  does  every- 
thing in  his  power  in  the  latter  connections  to  dis- 
seminate a knowledge  that  will  prevent  as  well  as 
check  the  ravages  of  disease. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1907,  Dr.  Williams  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Flossie  Giddens,  of  Sparks, 
Georgia,  and  they  have  two  children,  Lamar  and 
Julian.  Dr.  Williams  holds  membership  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  Lie  is  interested  in  local 
progress  and  is  serving  as  city  clerk  of  South  Jackson- 
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ville,  in  which  office  he  is  proving  capable,  faithful, 
prompt  and  reliable.  He  has  made  a creditable  record 
in  his  chosen  calling  and  he  is  intensely  interested  in 
anything  which  tends  to  bring  to  hand  the  key  to  the 
complex  mystery  which  we  call  life.  His  professional 
duties  are  always  discharged  with  a sense  of  con- 
scientious obligation  and  it  is  well  known  that  he  is 
most  careful  and  accurate  in  the  diagnosis  of  his 
cases. 


NOAH  BAREFOOT. 

Widely  known  and  popular,  Noah  Barefoot  has  for 
fifteen  years  served  efficiently  in  the  position  of  post- 
master of  Graceville,  Florida,  having  discharged  his 
duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  superior  officers  and 
his  patrons.  He  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Alabama, 
March  3,  1861,  and  is  a son  of  Noah  and  Lydia  (Kelly) 
Barefoot,  both  natives  of  that  state.  The  father  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  life  and, 
enlisting  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  on  the  Confed- 
erate side,  died  during  the  conflict.  The  mother  long 
survived,  passing  away  in  February,  1907.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  children,  the  sister  of  our  subject 
being  Martha,  the  wife  of  I.  H.  White,  of  Jackson 
county,  Florida.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Barefoot  the 
mother  was  married  to  M.  H.  York,  of  Jackson  county, 
Florida,  and  of  this  union  were  born : Miles  H.,  of 
Georgia;  John  Thomas,  of  Graceville,  Florida;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  E.  English,  residing  in  south  Florida  ; Had- 
ley, deceased;  and  Robert,  of  Covington  county, 
Alabama. 

Noah  Barefoot  was  reared  by  his  mother  in  the 
old-fashioned  virtues  of  honesty  and  industry  and  at- 
tended the  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home, 
remaining  there  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  following  this  occu- 
pation for  ten  years.  For  three  years  he  was  also  em- 
ployed along  commercial  lines  and  on  September  31, 
1898,  was  by  presidential  appointment  made  postmaster 
of  Graceville,  Florida,  a position  which  he  has  held 
since  that  time.  He  has  earned  high  commendation 
for  the  systematic  methods  which  he  follows  in  the 
conduct  of  his  office  and  that  his  services  have  been 
highly  satisfactory  is  evident  by  his  long  continuance 
in  the  position. 

On  January  21,  1880,  Mr.  Barefoot  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Tiercy  Watford  and  of  this  union 
were  born  thirteen  children:  James  L.,  of  Mississippi; 
Thomas  E.,  who  is  assistant  postmaster  at  Graceville ; 
William  L.,  of  Savannah,  Georgia;  four  daughters  who 
died  in  infancy;  Hugh,  who  resides  in  southern  Flor- 
ida ; and  Bryan,  Horace,  Modell,  Ernest  and  Paul,  of 
Graceville. 


Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Mr.  Barefoot  has 
always  taken  a deep  interest  in  such  matters  as  affect 
the  advancement  and  development  of  his  part  of  the 
state  and  has  twice  served  efficiently  in  the  position  of 
county  commissioner,  while  he  has  also  done  able 
service  as  city  alderman  of  Graceville.  Fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  his  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Baptist  church.  Florida  has  been  singularly 
favored  in  the  class  of  men  who  have  occupied  her 
public  offices  and  Mr.  Barefoot  is  no  exception  to  the 
rule,  for  the  public  service  which  he  has  rendered  in 
various  positions  has  been  of  such  a quality  as  to 
largely  benefit  the  interests  which  he  represented  or 
which  were  given  into  his  care. 


LEMUEL  L.  BOYSEN. 

Lemuel  L.  Boysen,  a successful  and  well  known 
florist  of  Pensacola,  is  a native  son  of  the  city,  born 
November  12,  1882.  His  parents  were  Carl  F.  and 
Susan  (Sparrow)  Boysen,  the  former  a native  of  Den- 
mark and  for  many  years  in  his  earlier  life  a sea 
captain.  For  some  time  he  owned  a large  coffee  planta- 
tion in  the  West  Indies  and  after  coming  to  Florida 
served  for  thirty  years  as  Norwegian  and  Swedish  con- 
sul. He  also  built  a church  in  this  state,  being  a man 
active  and  prominent  in  religious  circles.  He  was  iden- 
tified with  business  interests  of  Pensacola  as  a success- 
ful ship  chandler  and  in  this  occupation  was  engaged 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1897.  His  wife  has  also 
passed  away.  To  their  union  were  born  three  children  : 
Frederick,  deceased;  Maud  C.,  who  married  H.  Clay 
White,  a conductor  on  the  Louisville  & Nashville  Rail- 
road ; and  Lemuel  L.,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pensacola  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  en- 
tered the  lumber  business,  in  which  he  engaged  suc- 
cessfully for  five  years.  Previous  to  this  time  his 
mother  had  started  a florist  establishment  in  the  city 
and  when  Mr.  Boysen  severed  his  connection  with 
lumber  interests  he  joined  her  in  its  conduct,  their  as- 
sociation continuing  until  the  mother’s  death.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Boysen  has  conducted  the  enterprise 
alone  and  has  developed  a large  and  lucrative  business, 
important  not  only  as  an  element  in  his  individual  pros- 
perity but  also  as  a factor  in  general  growth.  His  plant 
has  a frontage  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  and  con- 
sists of  four  greenhouses,  the  dimensions  of  which  are 
respectively  one  hundred  by  thirty,  fifty  by  twenty-six, 
eighteen  by  thirty  and  ninety-three  by  seventeen  feet. 
Here  Mr.  Boysen  grows  flowers  and  plants  in  pro- 
fusion, meeting  with  gratifying  success  because  he  un- 
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derstands  scientific  horticulture  and  is  a practical  and 
progressive  business  man. 

Mr.  Boysen  married  Mrs.  Nellie  M.  Wilkinson,  who 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Groskopf.  She  has  one 
daughter  by  her  former  marriage,  Sibyl,  who  lives  at 
home.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Mr.  Boysen  is  still  a young  man  but  has  al- 
ready attained  a position  of  prominence  in  business 
circles  of  Pensacola,  where  his  many  friends  do  not 
hesitate  to  predict  for  him  continued  progress  in  his 
chosen  line. 


HON.  HENRY  HUTCHINSON. 

The  consensus  of  public  opinion  places  the  Hon. 
Henry  Hutchinson  among  the  prominent  and  repre- 
sentative residents  of  Palatka,  where  his  influence  has 
been  a potent  factor  for  good  along  the  lines  of  general 
improvement,  progress  and  development.  He  is  now 
serving  for  the  second  term  as  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  Putnam  county  to  which  position  he  was 
l'eelected  in  1912. 

Florida  is  glad  to  claim  him  as  one  of  her  native 
sons.  His  birth  occurred  in  Tallahassee,  October  20, 
1855,  a son  of  Charles  and  Hannah  Whitaker  (Mal- 
lard) Hutchinson,  the  father  born  in  Hanover,  New 
Hampshire,  August  29,  1811,  and  the  mother  in  Eng- 
land, on  the  22 d of  March,  1822.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Henry  Hutchinson,  A.  M.,  was  born  in 
Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  March  20,  1785,  a son  of 
Aaron  and  Eunice  (Bailey)  Hutchinson.  He  entered 
Dartmouth  College  in  1801,  the  year  in  which  Daniel 
Webster  graduated  from  that  institution,  and  in  his 
examinations  Mr.  Hutchinson  made  a higher  rank 
than  his  distinguished  colleague,  graduating  in  1804. 
He  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York  city 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  was  a very 
prominent  attorney.  The  Wheelock,  who  founded 
Dartmouth  College,  was  in  the  ancestral  line — from 
which  the  Hutchinson  family  comes — a family  of 
English  origin  but  established  in  America  during  the 
colonial  days.  Our  subject’s  grandfather  was  mar- 
ried in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  November  22,  1810, 
to  Miss  Mary  Woodward,  a daughter  of  Professor 
Bezaleel  Woodward.  He  died  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1838.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
named : Charles ; Mary,  the  wife  of  William  A.  For- 
ward, who  became  supreme  court  judge  of  Florida; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Clark  Grant;  Annette,  the  wife 
of  James  Ingham,  a manufacturer  of  New  York, 
whose  grandson,  Hutchinson  I.  Cone,  is  now  the 
youngest  rear  admiral  in  the  United  States  Navy; 
and  Henry,  who  was  killed  at  the  time  of  the  mas- 


sacre at  Tallahassee,  Florida.  The  first  named  of  this 
family,  Charles  Hutchinson,  was  six  years  in  business 
in  New  York,  after  which  he  came  to  Florida  and 
was  connected  with  orange  growing  in  Putnam  county 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Formerly  he  was  also  a 
merchant  in  Tallahassee.  He  passed  away  in  Cres- 
cent City,  Florida,  in  1882,  while  his  wife  survived 
until  1885.  She  had  come  to  America  from  England 
in  her  childhood  days.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a 
French  chemist,  Samuel  Mallard,  who  removed  to 
England  during  the  time  of  the  Napoleonic  wars  and 
in  1829  moved  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Hutchinson  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren but  three  died  in  infancy,  while  those  still  living 
are : Hannah,  the  wife  of  W.  R.  Weston,  of  Birming- 
ham, Alabama ; Henry ; and  George,  a resident  of 
De  Land,  Florida. 

Henry  Hutchinson  remained  at  the  place  of  his 
birth  until  he  went  north  to  attend  school,  becoming 
a student  of  the  La  Fayette  Institute  of  New  York. 
In  the  meantime  in  the  year  1867  his  parents  removed 
to  Putnam  county  and  he  joined  them  there  in  1868. 
He  became  connected  with  his  father  in  orange  grow- 
ing and  later  conducted  the  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  was  closely  associated  with  horticultural 
pursuits  in  this  state  for  many  years  but  now  devotes 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  official  duties.  He 
has  always  been  active  in  support  of  any  movement  or 
measure  to  promote  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the 
city,  county  or  state,  and  in  1891  he  was  elected  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  lower  house  of  the  legis- 
lature. In  1908  he  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  of  Putnam  county  for  a term  of  four  years  and 
performed  the  duties  of  the  position  so  acceptably 
that  he  was  reelected  in  1912.  He  has  always  been 
an  advocate  of  democratic  principles  and  is  a warm 
personal  friend  and  admirer  of  W.  J.  Bryan.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  making  his  town  sanitary 
and  beautiful  and  in  bringing  about  this  result  has 
worked  more  as  a private  citizen  than  as  a politician. 
Pie  may  be  termed  a practical  idealist  for  while  he 
dreams  dreams  of  what  may  be  accomplished  he  has 
the  ability  to  make  these  dreams  realities  and  labors 
ever  for  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  community. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1879,  Mr.  Hutchinson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  D.  Williams,  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Williams,  an  Epis- 
copal clergyman,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  was 
born  in  New  York.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent clergymen  of  his  church  and  was  supported  for 
the  position  of  bishop,  receiving  a large  vote  in 
Florida.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ITutchinson  have  been 
born  seven  children : Mary  Holly,  the  wife  of  C.  T. 
Shinn,  of  Chicago ; Charles  W.,  superintendent  of  the 
mercantile  department  of  the  United  Fruit  Company 
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at  Banas,  Cuba;  Henry,  Jr.,  who  is  deputy  clerk  under 
his  father;  Egbert  D.,  who  is  with  the  Rivers  Real 
Estate  Company  at  Atlanta,  Georgia ; Alice,  a teacher 
of  music  at  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey;  Robert  Lee,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Washington  and  Lee  Uni- 
versity in  June,  1912,  and  is  now  practicing  law  in 
Jacksonville  with  the  firm  of  Jones  & Bostwick,  hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1912,  and 
recently  admitted  to  the  State  and  United  States 
courts ; and  Albion  Knight,  who  graduated  from  high 
school  with  the  class  of  1913.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  which  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son serves  as  one  of  the  vestry.  He  has  attained  high 
rank  in  Masonry,  being  a Knight  Templar  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Elks  lodge  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  He 
is  a very  popular  man,  well  liked  by  all  by  reason  of 
his  attractive  social  qualities  and  his  high  standing 
as  a business  man  and  citizen.  He  has  made  an  ex- 
cellent public  official  and  none  question  his  devotion 
to  the  public  good. 


RICHARD  F.  DAVIS,  Jr. 

The  commercial  growth  and  development  of  Grace- 
ville,  Florida,  received  a powerful  impetus  when 
Richard  F.  Davis,  Jr.,  established  himself  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  this  city  about  ten  years  ago, 
founding  an  establishment  which  has  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  and  in  the  course  of  years  has  become  one 
of  the  important  institutions  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
Born  in  Dale  county,  Alabama,  January  7,  1870, 
Richard  F.  Davis,  Jr.,  is  a son  of  Richard  F.  and 
Mary  (Waters)  Davis,  both  natives  of  Georgia.  The 
father  successfully  followed  agricultural  pursuits  dur- 
ing all  his  life  and  passed  away,  at  a comparatively 
early  age,  in  July,  1869,  while  the  mother  is  still 
living  in  Graceville.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children:  James,  who  died  in  infancy;  Reuben  T., 
who  makes  his  home  in  Louisiana;  Lela,  the  wife  of 
J.  H.  Bullard,  of  Graceville,  Florida ; and  Richard  F., 
Jr.  After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Davis 
married  J.  B.  Martin,  of  Graceville,  and  by  him  had 
six  children,  namely:  Solon,  who  passed  away  in 

active  service  in  the  Philippine  islands ; Emma,  the 
wife  of  W.  C.  Slade,  of  Graceville;  Della  and  Early, 
both  deceased ; and  James  and  Otto  of  Graceville. 

His  father  having  died  before  his  birth,  Richard 
F.  Davis,  Jr.,  enjoyed  but  few  advantages  of  educa- 
tion and  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  began  to 
work  for  his  own  support  at  farm  labor,  continuing 
in  that  way  for  about  seven  years.  Being  thrifty  and 
industrious,  he  saved  his  earnings  and  was  at  that 


time  enabled  to  rent  some  land  which  he  cultivated 
with  such  success  that  he  was  able  in  1900  to  buy 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  located  in  Alabama. 
After  following  agricultural  pursuits  for  three  years 
he  sold  his  holdings  and  removed  to  Graceville,  enter- 
ing commercial  circles  here  and  building  a store,  in 
which  he  established  a general  merchandise  business. 
He  also  carried  hardware  and  furniture  and  in  this 
store  can  be  found  all  such  goods  as  are  demanded  by 
the  local  trade,  reasonably  priced  and  of  first  class 
quality.  A man  of  progressive  tendencies,  energetic 
and  industrious,  he  has  built  up  a mercantile  estab- 
lishment which  is  a credit  to  the  town,  and  while  he 
is  deriving  substantial  returns  from  his  enterprise 
he  has  largely  contributed  to  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  this  section  by  his  activities. 

Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Floyd  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren : a son  who  died  in  infancy ; E.  Connor,  who 
assists  his  father  in  the  store ; Pearl,  attending  college 
at  Gainesville,  Georgia ; Fannie  Lee  and  Mary  V., 
both  at  home ; Howard,  also  at  home ; two  sons  who 
died  in  infancy;  Jessie  Belle,  also  deceased;  and 
Blanche,  at  home. 

A business  man  of  the  modern  type,  Mr.  Davis  is 
shrewd,  able,  progressive  and  straightforward,  care- 
ful of  his  own  interests,  considerate  of  those  of 
others,  and  influenced  at  all  times  by  the  thought  of 
the  broad  effect  which  his  work  has  upon  the  growth 
of  his  community.  This  public  spirit  finds  expression 
in  the  interest  which  he  takes  in  all  matters  promoted 
to  benefit  the  community,  and  he  has  actively  partici- 
pated in  the  city  government  as  a member  of  the  city 
council,  wisely  exercising  his  efforts  in  fathering  such 
measures  as  would  do  the  most  good  to  the  city.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church  and  fra- 
ternally is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  It 
is  evident  from  his  life’s  record  that  success  is  but 
ambition’s  answer  and  that  a fixed  and  unalterable 
purpose  pursued  under  all  circumstances  is  the  best 
motive  power  man  can  have. 


LeROY  B.  GILES. 

One  of  the  most  progressive  and  able  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  Orange  county  bar  is  LeRoy  B. 
Giles,  now  in  the  general  practice  of  law  in  Orlando. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  where  he  now  resides  and  is 
a son  of  James  L.  and  Nannie  B.  Giles,  the  former  a 
prominent  real-estate  dealer,  of  whom  more  extended 
mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

LeRoy  B.  Giles  acquired  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  city  schools  and  later  attended  Rollins  College. 
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He  took  his  A.  B.  degree  from  the  East  Florida  Sem- 
inary and  was  graduated  in  law  from  the  University 
of  Virginia.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1908 
and  in  the  same  year  opened  an  office  in  Orlando, 
where  he  has  since  continued,  his  ability  and  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  the  underlying  principles  of 
law  having  gained  for  him  a large  and  representative 
clientage.  Fie  is  a member  of  the  county  and  state 
bar  associations  and  a man  of  high  standing  in  pro- 
fessional circles  of  the  county. 

In  1910  Mr.  Giles  married  Miss  Nell  Broward,  of 
Jacksonville,  and  they  are  well  known  in  social  circles 
of  the  city.  Mr.  Giles  belongs  to  the  Country  Club, 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Elks.  He  is 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  which 
he  is  a member,  and  he  holds  the  rank  of  major  in 
the  First  Battalion,  Second  Infantry,  Florida  Na- 
tional Guard.  Flis  religious  views  are  in  accord  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
is  numbered  among  the  most  active,  enterprising  and 
progressive  young  men  of  the  city  and  has  already 
made  an  excellent  professional  record,  while  in  his 
ability,  determination  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
he  possesses  a guarantee  of  continued  advancement 
along  his  chosen  line. 


JOHN  F.  WHITE. 

John  F.  White,  who  is  conducting  a real-estate 
business  in  South  Jacksonville,  was  born  in  Suwanee 
county,  Florida,  January  20,  1875,  a son  of  Judge 
John  F.  and  Sarah  A.  (Latimer)  White,  both  of  whom 
are  natives  of  this  state.  The  family  is  of  English 
origin.  The  grandparents  came  from  England,  settling 
in  Florida  at  an  early  date,  and  many  representatives 
of  the  name  have  been  well  known  in  professional 
circles  as  lawyers  and  physicians.  Judge  White  was 
a distinguished  member  of  the  Florida  bar  and  occu- 
pied the  bench  of  the  third  judicial  district  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  or  until  his  death  in  1901,  engrav- 
ing his  name  deeply  upon  the  judicial  history  of  the 
state.  His  widow  survives  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Live  Oak,  Florida.  Judge  White  was  a soldier  of  the 
Mexican  war  and  again  saw  active  military  duty  in  the 
Civil  war. 

John  F.  White  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
in  the  University  of  Florida,  and  in  the  Emery  and 
Henry  College  of  Virginia.  He  became  professor  of 
analytical  chemistry,  making  a specialty  of  fertilizers, 
soils  and  waters.  For  two  years  he  filled  the  position 
of  assistant  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Florida,  and  his  knowledge  along  that  line  is 
comprehensive  and  exact. 


In  1898  Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Gamble,  of  Lake  City,  Florida,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children:  Latimer,  John  F. 
and  Elizabeth.  In  the  same  year  as  his  marriage — 
1898 — Mr.  White,  true  to  the  military  instinct  in- 
herited from  his  ancestors,  offered  his  services  to  the 
government  and  became  a soldier  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  serving  as  sergeant  of  Company  L, 
First  Florida  Regiment.  In  1902  he  removed  to  South 
Jacksonville,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  handling  exclusively  properties  in  this 
city  and  vicinity.  He  has  secured  a good  clientage 
and  has  negotiated  many  important  real-estate  trans- 
fers. 

In  public  offices,  too,  Mr.  White  has  taken  an  active 
and  helpful  part.  Since  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  he  has  served  as  mayor  for  a period  of  five 
years,  being  the  first  elected  to  that  office,  and  in  the 
position  he  has  made  a most  creditable  record  in 
his  support  of  projects  and  measures  calculated  to  ad- 
vance municipal  interests  and  bring  about  needed  re- 
formsi  and  improvements.  He  is  now  a member  of 
the  city  council.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  He  is  also  one  of  the  governors  of  the  South 
Jacksonville  Board  of  Trade  and  is  interested  in  every 
phase  of  city  life  that  pertains  to  its  upbuilding  and 
improvement,  whether  brought  about  through  politi- 
cal or  other  agencies.  He  also  has  appreciation  for 
the  social  amenities  of  life,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by 
a circle  of  friends  that  is  almost  coextensive  with  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintance. 


DAVID  ALEXANDER  MIDDLETON. 

Among  the  early  pioneers  with  whom  began  the 
new  era  of  agricultural  activity  and  enterprise  in 
Florida  is  David  Alexander  Middleton,  who,  as  a boy 
of  sixteen  years,  came  to  the  Hastings  district  and 
there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  ten  years 
before  his  demise,  when  he  entered  mercantile  circles 
in  Hastings.  He  was  born  in  Liberty  county, 
Georgia,  March  14,  1841,  and  was  a son  of  James 
and  Rachel  (Cooper)  Middleton,  who  spent  most  of 
their  lives  in  Georgia  but  came  to  Florida  before  i860, 
continuing  thereafter  to  make  this  state  their  home. 
The  father  was  a Methodist  minister  and  also  oper- 
ated a large  farm  before  the  Civil  war,  owning  a num- 
ber of  slaves.  The  parents  spent  their  last  years  with 
our  subject  and  passed  away  on  his  farm  in  Florida, 
the  father  on  August  18,  1875,  and  the  mother  July  7, 
1876.  The  parents  had  the  following  children  : Mary 
Ann  and  Hines,  both  deceased;  William,  a resident 
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of  St.  Augustine;  David  Alexander,  of  this  review; 
George,  making  his  home  on  Anastasia  island,  near 
St.  Augustine ; Andrew,  of  Daytona,  Florida ; Bas- 
tian,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Wesley. 

David  Alexander  Middleton  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  on  the  home  farm  in  Georgia  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Florida  when  about  sixteen  years 
of  age.  He  acquired  his  education  largely  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  state  and  there  in  early  boyhood 
became  acquainted  with  the  details  of  agriculture 
under  the  able  guidance  of  his  father.  Subsequently 
he  spent  his  life  in  St.  John  county,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  successfully  and  became  a sub- 
stantial man  of  the  locality.  About  ten  years  before 
his  demise  he  retired  from  agricultural  labors  and 
established  himself  in  the  general  merchandising  busi- 
ness in  Hastings,  conducting  an  enterprise  of  that 
character  along  up-to-date  lines  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Middleton  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  Martha 
Jane  Causey,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  where  she 
was  born  on  the  8th  of  September,  1845.  She  re- 
mained a resident  of  Georgia  until  eleven  years  of 
age,  when  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Florida, 
where  settlement  was  made  in  Putnam  county.  There 
she  remained  until  her  marriage.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Leighton  and  Ann  (LIopps)  Causey,  natives  of 
Georgia.  The  father  died  when  Mrs.  Middleton  was 
an  infant  and  she  came  to  Florida  with  her  step- 
father, Erastus  Causey,  who  was  a brother  of  her 
father.  Both  step-father  and  mother  died  in  Volusia 
county,  this  state.  The  mother  had  four  children  by 
her  first  marriage,  namely : Daniel,  James,  Leighton 
and  Martha  Jane.  By  her  second  marriage  there  were 
born  the  following:  Stephen,  Burton,  Ann  and  John. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Middleton  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  namely:  Laura,  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Flake,  of 
Hastings ; Ada,  who  married  C.  A.  Du  Pont,  who  is 
mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  volume ; 
James  Leighton,  of  Elkton;  Mary,  the  wife  of  L.  H. 
Barker,  of  Hastings ; Stephen  C.,  whose  sketch  also 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work ; George  C.,  a twin 
brother  of  Stephen  C.  and  a resident  of  Hastings ; 
Charles  A.,  of  Hastings;  Horace,  who  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eleven  months ; and  Anna  Hopps,  who 
died  in  1904  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Middleton  was  a democrat  in  his  political  views 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  of  public 
importance  although  he  never  aspired  to  public  office. 
Being  a champion  of  advanced  education,  he,  however, 
consented  to  serve  on  the  county  school  board  and  ren- 
dered valuable  service  in  that  connection.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  took  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  that 
organization.  He  not  only  gave  evidence  of  his  loy- 
alty and  patriotism  in  times  of  peace  but  manifested 


a spirit  of  devotion  to  whatever  cause  he  considered 
right  by  the  service  which  he  rendered  at  the  time  of 
the  Civil  war  in  a Florida  regiment,  serving  coura- 
geously and  with  distinction  throughout  the  period  of 
hostilities.  Mr.  Middleton  passed  away  in  Hastings 
on  September  8,  1901,  deeply  mourned  by  his  family 
and  a large  circle  of  devoted  friends  who  not  only 
honored  in  him  a man  of  character  and  high  principles 
but  one  of  the  pioneers  who  paved  the  way  to  make 
possible  the  prosperity  which  now  prevails  in  this 
section. 


JOHN  C.  BEEKMAN. 

The  rapid  development  and  substantial  upbuilding 
of  the  enterprising  city  of  Tarpon  Springs  is  due  to 
the  efforts,  energy  and  cooperation  of  such  men  as 
John  C.  Beekman,  who  is  now  the  postmaster  and 
the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Beekman 
was  born  in  Farmington,  Illinois,  June  11,  1864,  and 
is  a son  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  and  Helen  B.  Beekman, 
both  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  representatives  of  old 
Knickerbocker  families.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  state  and  afterward  became  residents  of  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  where  they  were  living  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war.  Rev.  John  S.  Beekman  was  a grad- 
uate of  Princeton  University,  where  he  also  took  a 
post-graduate  course.  He  became  a Presbyterian 
minister  and  later  entered  the  priesthood  of  the  Epis- 
copal church.  After  the  war  he  and  his  family  lived 
in  Illinois  and  subsequently  in  Kansas  and  his  entire 
life  was  devoted  to  the  ministry.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  Daytona,  Florida.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Blanche,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Irving  Newcombe,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
John  C. ; Helena,  an  artist  also  living  in  Washington; 
and  DeWitt  D.,  a professor  of  dentistry  in 
Washington. 

Liberal  educational  opportunities  were  accorded 
John  C.  Beekman,  who  supplemented  his  preliminary 
studies  by  a course  in  Princeton  University.  He  after- 
ward went  to  New  York  city  and  was  graduated  from 
the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  in  the  class  of 
1884.  He  then  followed  his  profession  in  New  York, 
after  which  he  removed  to  the  south,  becoming  a 
resident  of  Florida  in  1885.  He  resided  in  Tarpon 
Springs  and  was  married  here,  in  1892,  to  Viola  P. 
Keeney,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Beekman  in  1907  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Tarpon  Springs  and  has  since  acceptably  filled  that 
position.  At  different  times  he  has  held  the  offices 
of  clerk,  collector,  member  of  the  city  council  and 
mayor,  prior  to  his  appointment  as  postmaster,  and 
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has  discharged  every  duty  devolving  upon  him  with 
promptness,  fidelity  and  capability.  He  is  interested 
in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  his  community  and  has  done  much  to  further  the 
work  of  public  improvement.  He  organized  the  Tar- 
pon Springs  Board  of  Trade  and  for  five  years  filled 
the  position  of  secretary,  after  which  he  was  chosen 
president,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now  serving.  He 
belongs  to  the  Universalist  church  and  is  chairman  of 
its  board  of  trustees.  Fraternally  he  is  an  Elk  of 
Tampa  Lodge.  His  mind  is  scientific  and  mechanical 
in  its  trend  and  he  has  brought  out  and  patented  a 
number  of  inventions.  He  has  always  been  fond  of 
athletics  and  his  all  around  development  is  evident  in 
his  fine  physique  and  excellent  physical  condition.  He 
is  a liberal-minded  man,  one  who  readily  discriminates 
between  the  essential  and  non-essential  and  who  has 
wisely  cast  his  influence  on  the  side  of  progress  and 
improvement  whether  in  material,  social,  political, 
intellectual  or  moral  lines.  His  wife,  too,  occupies  a 
prominent  position  in  connection  with  public  interests. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beekman  occupy  a prominent  posi- 
tion in  social  circles  where  true  worth  and  culture  are 
received  as  the  passports  into  good  society. 


JUDGE  ALLEN  E.  FIEYSER. 

Judge  Allen  E.  Heyser,  who  was  for  more  than 
twenty  years  county  judge  of  Dade  county,  is  today 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists  in  this  section  of 
the  state  and  a man  whose  activities  are  destined  to 
form  a part  of  its  legal,  judicial  and  educational  his- 
tory. He  is  recognized  as  a man  of  evenly  balanced 
mind  and  splendid  intellectual  attainments,  thoroughly 
alive  to  the  vital  questions  and  issues  of  the  day, 
while  as  a lawyer  he  has  won  in  Miami  a position  of 
importance  and  distinction.  Fie  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, near  Philadelphia,  July  31,  1857,  and  is  a son 
of  Rev.  Emanuel  and  Flannah  (Schrauger)  Heyser, 
both  natives  of  the  Keystone  state  and  the  former  for 
many  years  a German  Baptist  preacher.  He  died  at 
Palm  Beach,  Florida,  in  1892,  having  survived  his 
wife  for  many  years,  her  death  having  occurred  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1858.  The  paternal  grandfather  had 
some  Scotch  and  English  blood  in  his  veins  but  with 
this  exception  Judge  Heyser  comes  of  pure  German 
stock. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Judge  Heyser 
attended  public  school  in  his  native  state  and  in  1873 
came  south  to  Georgia  and  located  at  Madison,  where 
he  studied  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  prac- 
ticed before  the  courts  of  that  state  until  1881,  when 
he  came  to  Florida  and  took  up  his  residence  in  what 


is  now  Palm  Beach  but  which  was  then  only  a little 
hamlet  known  as  Lake  Worth.  He  there  turned  his 
attention  to  many  lines  of  activity,  raising  vegetables, 
building  a hotel  and  taking  up  a homestead  claim  upon 
which  he  planted  a fine  orange  and  grape  fruit  grove. 
He  also  did  what  legal  business  there  was  to  do  in 
the  primitive  community,  more  than  a decade  before 
the  railroad  was  built  to  that  point.  In  1883  he  was 
appointed  county  judge  by  Governor  Bloxham  but  his 
duties  were  merely  nominal,  as  there  was  no  business 
along  that  line  in  the  sparsely  settled  community. 
Some  two  or  three  years  later  Judge  Heyser  was  made 
county  superintendent  of  education  and  in  this  ca- 
pacity had  the  distinction  of  establishing  the  first 
public  schools  in  Dade  county,  the  first  one  having  been 
opened  at  Palm  Beach,  the  second  at  Cocoanut 
Grove,  the  third  at  Lemon  City  and  the  fourth  at 
Miami.  He  was  also  about  this  time  made  a member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  for  a period 
of  several  years  he  served  both  as  county  superintend- 
ent and  county  commissioner,  being  at  the  same  time 
nominally  county  judge.  He  had  no  duties  in  connec- 
tion with  the  latter  office  until  about  the  year  1888, 
when  with  the  increasing  development  of  the  county, 
the  section  began  to  be  more  thickly  populated.  In 
that  year  he  was  elected  to  the  office  and  afterward 
held  it  for  over  twenty  years,  or  until  1909,  ten  years 
after  he  had  removed  from  Palm  Beach  to  Miami. 
Upon  the  bench  he  gave  the  utmost  satisfaction,  his 
rulings  being  fair  and  impartial  and  his  excellent 
knowledge  of  the  law  making  his  decisions  worthy  of 
note.  While  serving  as  county  judge  he  was  also  legal 
adviser  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  he 
held  this  position  at  the  time  when  the  first  issue  of 
bonds  was  made  for  the  building  of  rock  roads  in 
Dade  county.  Judge  Heyser  also  takes  a just  pride  in 
the  fact  that  as  chairman  of  the  Miami  board  of  school 
trustees  he  led  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  Miami’s  new  high-school  building,  one  of 
the  finest  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  county.  Since 
retiring  from  the  bench  Judge  Heyser  has  given  his 
attention  to  the  private  practice  of  law  in  Miami,  his 
offices  being  at  Nos.  304-5-6  in  the  new  Bur  dine  block, 
and  he  has  an  extensive  and  lucrative  patronage  which 
connects  him  with  a great  deal  of  important  litigation. 
He  belongs  to  the  Dade  County  Bar  Association,  of 
which  he  is  an  ex-president,  and  he  is  a member  also 
of  the  Florida  State  Bar  Association. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1885,  Judge  Heyser  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie  A.  Spencer,  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania  but  reared  in  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land. At  the  time  of  her  marriage  Mrs.  Heyser 
resided  at  Palm  Beach.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Heyser  have 
a son,  Stuart  Putnam  Heyser,  who  is  now  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  Fraternally  the  judge  is  connected  with 
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the  Masonic  order,  being  secretary  of  the  blue  lodge, 
high  priest  of  his  chapter  and  recorder  of  his  command- 
ery.  He  is  also  past  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias, while  his  religious  views  are  in  accordance  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Since  his  arrival 
here  he  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizens  of  Miami  and  there  has 
not  been  a trust  reposed  in  him  which  he  has  not 
creditably  discharged.  He  is  today  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  most  able  members  of  the  bar  in  this  section 
of  the  state  and  he  receives  from  the  entire  legal  pro- 
fession that  honor  and  respect  which  is  accorded  only 
in  recognition  of  superior  personal  or  professional 
merit. 


WILLIAM  H.  CHAILLE. 

Among  the  residents  of  Miami  who  were  at  one  time 
closely  associated  with  business  interests  of  the  city 
and  who  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  former 
labor  is  William  H.  Chaille,  founder  of  the  Racket 
store  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent 
merchants  in  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Paris, 
Kentucky,  February  15,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Josiah 
Chaille,  a native  of  Indiana  and  prominent  in  the  grist 
and  sawmill  business.  On  the  paternal  side  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  is  of  French  ancestry,  having  de- 
scended from  one  of  two  brothers  who  emigrated  from 
France  to  America  in  Revolutionary  times.  His  mother 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Ann  Stribling,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  T.  Stribling,  a native  of  Virginia.  Josiah 
Chaille  died  in  Paris,  Kentucky,  and  his  widow  after- 
ward removed  with  her  six  children  to  Humphreys 
county,  Tennessee,  where  her  father  had  several  years 
previously  purchased  a large  tract  of  land,  upon  which 
the  family  resided  for  some  time.  The  mother  sub- 
sequently married  again  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
her  life  in  Humphreys  county. 

William  H.  Chaille  was  reared  upon  a farm  in 
Tennessee  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Humphreys  county.  After  he  reached  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  farming  for  a number  of  years 
but  in  1879  went  to  Texas,  where  for  two  years  he 
engaged  in  cotton  planting  near  Palestine.  Later  he 
went  to  Corsicana  and  there  established  himself  as 
a fruit  and  confectionery  merchant,  later  moving  his 
business  to  Dallas  and  then  to  Abilene.  Altogether 
he  spent  seven  years  in  Texas  and  in  1885  came  to 
Florida,  locating  first  at  Ocala,  where  for  fifteen  years 
he  conducted  a profitable  mercantile  enterprise.  In 
1900  he  came  to  Miami,  which  was  then  a mere  village, 
and  established  the  Racket  store,  which  he  conducted 
along  modern  and  progressive  lines  for  a number  of 
years.  He  later  took  his  son  Josiah  F.  Chaille  into 


partnership  with  him,  the  firm  name  being  W.  H. 
Chaille  & Son.  Under  their  able  management  the 
Racket  store  expanded  rapidly,  its  business  growing  in 
volume  and  importance  until  today  it  is  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  reliable  mercantile  houses  in  the 
city.  In  1912  Mr.  Chaille  determined  to  give  up  active 
business  cares  and  accordingly  sold  the  store  to  his 
son  and  retired.  Since  coming  to  Miami  he  has  pros- 
pered exceedingly  from  a financial  point  of  view  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  much  valuable  city  real  estate,  im- 
proved and  unimproved,  and  has  extensive  holdings 
outside  of  Miami. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1871,  Mr.  Chaille  married 
Miss  Carrie  Christman,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Paducah,  Kentucky.  They  became  the  parents  of  six 
children : Zulah,  who  married  R.  L.  Harper,  of  Jack- 
sonville; Josiah  F.,  the  owner  of  the  Racket  store; 
Willie,  who  died  in  Tennessee  when  thirteen  months 
old;  Julius  Howard,  who  died  in  Ocala,  Florida,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one ; Floyd,  who  lives  in  Miami,  and 
Lloyd,  who  was  killed  in  1910  in  a railroad  accident. 
Mr.  Chaille  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church,  South, 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  belongs  to 
the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and  is  active  in  all  move- 
ments which  tend  to  promote  the  business  interests  of 
the  city.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  for  two  years  served  as  a member  of 
the  city  council.  Through  well  directed  business  activ- 
ity and  enterprise  he  has  won  success  and  is  now  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  long  season  of  honorable  and 
successful  labor. 


ASA  M.  LOWE. 

Asa  M.  Lowe  is  the  cashier  of  the  Sponge  Exchange 
Bank  of  Tarpon  Springs.  This  is  a state  bank,  organ- 
ized in  1906,  at  which  time  he  became  one  of  the 
stockholders  and  directors  and  in  which  he  has  con- 
tinuously served  as  cashier.  He  was  born  in  Clear- 
water, Pinellas  county,  November  30,  1872,  a son  of 
John  T.  and  Laura  D.  (Meres)  Lowe,  both  natives 
of  the  Bahama  islands.  They  were  reared,  however, 
at  Key  West,  Florida,  and  were  there  married.  They 
removed  to  Clearwater  in  the  year,  in  which  their  son 
Asa  was  born,  but  soon  afterward  returned  to  Key 
West,  where  they  resided  for  six  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  they  again  came  to  Clear- 
water, where  the  father  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
is  a retired  sea  captain,  now  eighty-four  years  of  age. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1905,  when  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Jefferson  T.,  of  Anona,  Pinellas  county;  Wes- 
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ley  B.,  of  Anona;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Mitrdo  Logan, 
of  Anona;  and  Asa  M. 

The  last  named  has  been  a lifelong  resident  of 
Pinellas  county  save  for  a period  of  six  years  spent  in 
Key  West  in  his  early  childhood.  He  supplemented 
his  early  education  by  a course  of  study  in  the  State 
University,  then  situated  at  Lake  City  but  now  at 
Gainesville,  Florida,  and  later  he  was  graduated  in  a 
business  college  in  1895.  For  about  ten  years  he 
filled  the  position  of  bookkeeper  with  J.  C.  Williams 
and  thus  gained  his  initial  insight  into  business  affairs. 
When  the  Central  National  Bank  of  St.  Petersburg 
was  organized  he  became  assistant  cashier  and  con- 
tinued in  that  position  until  he  entered  upon  his  pres- 
ent business  connection  as  cashier  of  the  Sponge 
Exchange  Bank  at  Tarpon  Springs.  While  his  entire 
time  and  energies  are  devoted  to  banking,  he  yet  has 
some  financial  interests  outside.  The  other  officers  of 
the  bank  are:  Charles  H.  Brown,  president;  G.  E. 
Noblit,  vice  president;  and  W.  M.  Smith,  assistant 
cashier.  The  institution  is  in  a flourishing  condition 
and  conducts  a general  banking  business.  Its  capital 
stock  is  thirty  thousand  dollars,  there  is  a surplus  of 
eighteen  thousand,  five  hundred  dollars  and  undivided 
profits  of  three  thousand  and  twenty-five  dollars. 
Not  a little  of  the  success  of  this  institution  is  due  to 
the  business  ability,  enterprise,  careful  management 
and  progressive  spirit  of  the  cashier,  who  is  a most 
popular  official. 

In  1899  Mr.  Lowe  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Stowell,  a native  of  Massachusetts  and  a daughter  of 
E.  L.  and  Jennie  C.  Stowell,  the  former  now  deceased, 
while  the  mother  is  a resident  of  Tampa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lowe  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Earle  and 
Marion.  They  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal 
church  and  are  actively  concerned  in  questions  relating 
to  the  welfare,  progress  and  improvement  of  the  city 
in  which  they  make  their  home.  Mr.  Lowe  belongs 
to  the  class  of  enterprising  southern  gentlemen  who 
realize  the  possibilities  of  their  native  state  and  are 
utilizing  them  to  their  own  benefit  and  for  the  public 
welfare. 


RICHARD  F.  HOYLE. 

Richard  F.  Hoyle,  one  of  the  representative  and 
prominent  business  men  of  Miami,  was  born  in  New- 
burgh, New  York,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Hen- 
rietta (Ferguson)  Hoyle,  the  former  a native  of 
Manchester,  England,  and  the  latter  of  New  York 
state.  In  the  mother  country  the  members  of  the  Hoyle 
family  were  for  many  years  prominent  and  well-to-do 
manufacturers  of  thread,  calico,  etc.,  and  had  an 


extensive  American  trade,  the  Hoyle  spool  cotton  and 
Hoyle  prints  having  been  sold  in  practically  every 
store  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  half  a century 
ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hoyle  removed  from 
New  York  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  there  spent  the 
remaining  years  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  a suc- 
cessful general  merchant  and  acquired  wealth  and 
prominence  in  that  section,  being  one  of  the  largest 
property  holders  at  that  time.  Among  the  well  known 
members  of  this  family  was  the  Hon.  Charlie  Foster, 
late  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  ex-governor  of  the  state  and 
ex-secretary  of  the  United  States  treasury.  He  was 
the  first  cousin  and  a close  friend  of  Richard  Hoyle 
of  this  review. 

In  Elyria,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  Richard  F.  Hoyle 
grew  to  manhood  and  after  he  had  attained  his 
majority  began  his  independent  career.  His  father, 
who  was  a wealthy  and  successful  man,  gave  him 
twenty-eight  hundred  dollars  in  gold  and  with  this 
as  the  foundation  of  his  fortune  he  went  to  New 
York  city,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  a whole- 
sale dry-goods  house,  remaining  in  this  connection  for 
fifteen  years  in  the  capacity  of  floor  salesman,  proving 
himself  unusually  well  qualified  for  his  duties.  He 
served  his  employers  later  as  traveling  representative 
and  in  this  capacity  was  one  of  the  forerunners  of  the 
traveling  salesman  of  the  present  day,  although  his 
duties  were  different  in  many  ways.  He  merely 
traveled  through  the  states  of  the  middle  west  and 
requested  the  merchants  to  give  their  patronage  to 
his  house  when  they  visited  New  York  city  for  goods. 
When  Mr.  Hoyle  resigned  this  position  he  returned 
to  Elyria  and  was  for  several  years  engaged  in  the 
retail  grocery  business  there.  In  1898  he  came  south 
to  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  conducted  a fine  retail 
grocery  establishment  in  that  city  for  two  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  located  in  Miami,  where  he 
has  since  become  known  as  a progressive  and  success- 
ful business  man.  He  established  here  a seed  store 
and  commission  house  and  this  enterprise  he  has  since 
conducted,  having  built  up  a large  and  representative 
patronage.  For  the  past  few  years  he  has  also  been 
extensively  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  horses  and 
mules  and  in  connection  with  his  sale  stable  conducts 
also  a livery  establishment.  Associated  with  him  in 
this  business  is  O.  A.  McNeil,  the  firm  name  being 
Hoyle  & McNeil.  Mr.  Hoyle  has  a beautiful  country 
home,  set  in  the  midst  of  a fifteen  acre  grapefruit 
grove,  five  miles  from  Miami,  and  he  there  resides, 
making  the  daily  journey  into  the  city. 

In  1904  Mr.  Hoyle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Susan  E.  Rowe,  a former  resident  of  Elyria,  Ohio, 
and  a friend  of  Mr.  Hoyle  since  her  girlhood.  In 
fact,  she  was  once  bookkeeper  in  her  husband’s  can- 
ning factory  at  Elyria,  an  enterprise  which  furnished 
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employment  in  the  season  to  as  many  as  two  hundred 
women.  Mr.  Hoyle  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  a democrat  in  politics  and  fraternally  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  order.  As  a business  man  he 
is  far-sighted,  discriminating  and  resourceful  and  as 
a citizen  public-spirited,  giving  his  indorsement  and 
hearty  support  to  all  progressive  public  movements. 


JASPER  NEVYTON  WILLIAMS. 

A native  of  Florida,  Jasper  Newton  Williams  lives 
practically  retired  at  Graceville,  this  state,  after  an 
active  life  devoted  to  agricultural  interests.  He  was 
born  in  Jackson  county,  December  27,  1847,  and  is  a 
son  of  Andrew  Elton  and  Melissa  (Underwood)  Wil- 
liams, the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
grandfather,  John  Williams,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  western  part  of  Florida.  Both  participated 
in  the  Seminole  war.  The  father  was  a successful 
agriculturist,  specializing  in  stock-raising,  and,  widely 
and  favorably  known,  served  for  several  years  as 
county  commissioner  of  his  county.  He  died  in  1874 
and  the  mother  has  also  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Andrew  E.  Williams  were  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children:  Jasper  Newton,  of  this  review;  Wesley, 

deceased ; Sarah,  the  wife  of  H.  Hinston,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Florida ; Emily,  deceased ; Ellen,  the  wife 
of  J.  J.  Huggins,  of  Butler  county,  Alabama;  Jincy, 
deceased;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  B.  I).  Mitchell,  of  Jack- 
son  county,  Florida ; Thomas,  of  Gadsden  county, 
Florida ; Melissa,  the  wife  of  S.  H.  Smith,  of  Geneva 
county,  Alabama ; Aaron,  deceased ; Counsel,  de- 
ceased; Wiley  G.,  of  Butler  county,  Alabama;  and 
two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Jasper  N.  Williams  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  rented  land  until  in 
1867  he  bought  about  two  hundred  acres  where  the 
town  of  Graceville  now  stands.  He  then  gave  his 
assiduous  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  tract  and 
as  the  years  passed  instituted  such  improvements  and 
equipment  as  is  considered  indispensable  to  modern 
methods  of  farming.  Prosperity  came  to  him  and  as 
the  years  passed  he  gradually  withdrew  from  active 
duties  and  disposed  of  part  of  his  land,  but  he  still 
owns  about  eighty  acres  just  outside  of  the  town 
limits,  from  which  he  derives  a gratifying  income, 
and  also  owns  two  lots  and  a valuable  house  in  Grace- 
ville, where  he  lives  practically  retired. 

Mr.  Williams  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Virginia  Grace,  August  24,  1865,  and  to  them  were 
born  fourteen  children:  Henry,  deceased;  Edward, 

of  Marianna,  Florida ; George,  of  Greensboro,  Ala- 
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bama;  Joseph,  of  Chipley,  Florida;  James,  of  Grace- 
ville, Florida ; May,  the  wife  of  C.  T.  Adkinson,  also 
of  Graceville ; Ada,  who  married  J.  C.  Adkinson, 
residents  of  Graceville;  Martin,  of  Birmingham, 
Alabama ; Bessie  and  Clyde,  deceased ; and  four  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Williams  also  has  a military  chapter  to  his  life 
history,  for  he  served  as  a member  of  the  Flome 
Guard  of  the  Confederate  army  during  the  conflict 
between  the  north  and  south.  Religiously  he  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Methodist  church  and  gives  his  moral 
and  material  support  to  that  organization  and  its 
allied  societies.  A man  who  by  honorable  toil  and 
well  expended  energy  has  attained  to  success,  he  is 
highly  esteemed  for  his  sterling  traits  of  character, 
which  have  made  possible  his  prosperity.  His  labors 
have  not  only  won  him  success  but  have  been  a factor 
in  the  general  development  of  the  Graceville  district 
and  high  honor  is  due  to  Mr.  Williams  as  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  who  helped  to  disclose  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  state. 


JOHN  W.  HARPER. 

The  life  of  John  W.  Harper  furnishes  a splendid 
example  of  the  value  of  industry  and  economy  in  the 
development  of  a successful  career,  for  as  a child  he 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood  and,  unaided  by 
money  or  influence,  has  worked  his  way  upward  to 
success,  being  today  one  of  the  leading  merchants  in 
Miami.  He  was  born  in  Lumberton,  North  Carolina, 
October  17,  1884,  and  is  a son  of  Cornelius  and  Eliza- 
beth Harper,  both  natives  of  that  state,  who  came  to 
Florida  in  1881  and  located  in  Orange  Park.  Two 
years  later  they  returned  to  North  Carolina  and  there 
remained  until  1894,  when  they  again  came  to  Florida, 
locating  at  Merritts  Island,  whence  in  1897  they 
removed  to  Thomasville,  Georgia.  They  made  their 
third  settlement  in  Florida  in  1901,  settling  at  this 
time  at  Palm  Beach.  The  father,  who  was  a car- 
penter by  trade,  died  at  Boynton,  February  4,  1910, 
and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who  makes  her  home  in 
that  city. 

John  W.  Harper  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Georgia  and  Florida  and  when  still  in 
his  teens  laid  aside  his  books  and  began  his  independ- 
ent career.  Flis  first  employment  was  as  a water  boy, 
his  duties  being  to  carry  water  to  workmen  engaged 
in  the  construction  of  the  Royal  Poinciana  Hotel  at 
Palm  Beach.  Although  his  pay  was  small,  he  man- 
aged to  save  nearly  one  hundred  dollars  from  his 
earnings  and  with  this  as  a capital  embarked  in  the 
bicycle  business  in  Palm  Beach.  In  this  line  of  work 
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he  has  been  engaged  since  that  time,  although  in  1906 
he  moved  to  Miami,  purchasing  an  establishment  at 
No.  1012  Avenue  D.  Here  he  has  since  conducted  a 
lucrative  business,  dealing  in  bicycles  and  motorcycles, 
the  latter  forming  today  the  main  portion  of  his  stock. 
He  is  a resourceful  and  enterprising  business  man, 
practical  in  his  methods  and  progressive  in  his  stand- 
ards, and  he  is  accounted  a valued  addition  to  the 
business  circles  of  the  city. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1910,  Mr.  Harper  married 
Miss  Angie  Goodhue,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Bristol,  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Harper  belongs  to  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men  and  is  well  known  in  the  affairs  of  both 
organizations.  He  is  a progressive  and  wide-awake 
business  man,  of  known  reliability,  and  the  success 
which  has  come  to  him  is  but  the  just  reward  of  his 
own  industry  and  good  management. 


EDWARD  A.  ROBINSON. 

Edward  A.  Robinson,  who  since  1904  has  been  in 
business  in  Miami  as  an  electrical  contractor,  was 
born  in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  September  6,  1878. 
He  is  a son  of  John  Henry  and  Eliza  (Lutz)  Robin- 
son, the  former  a native  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  latter  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  The  father 
for  many  years  prior  to  his  death  followed  the  plumb- 
ing trade  in  Oil  City,  where  his  wife  still  makes  her 
home. 

Edward  A.  Robinson  was  reared  in  his  native  city 
and  after  laying  aside  his  books  was  employed  for 
two  years  by  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Company  of 
East  Pittsburgh,  following  this  by  two  years  with  the 
Mountain  Electric  Company  of  Denver,  Colorado, 
thus  becoming  proficient,  in  a line  of  work  in  which  he 
has  since  gained  substantial  success.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  went  to  a Colorado  cattle  ranch  and 
remained  upon  it  for  two  years,  after  which  he  moved 
to  Buena  Vista,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Buena  Vista  Smelting  Company.  In  1904  he  came  to 
Miami  and  since  that  time  has  built  up  here  an  exten- 
sive business  as  an  electrical  contractor,  his  success 
coming  in  recognition  of  expert  ability,  honorable 
business  methods  and  high  standards  of  business 
integrity. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1908,  Mr.  Robinson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Brown,  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  they  have  two  sons:  John 
Allen,  aged  four ; and  Wilson,  aged  one.  The  family 
occupy  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  city, 
located  at  222  Fourteenth  street.  Mr.  Robinson  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  is  identified  with  the 


Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Miami  and 
the  Tarpon  Clubs  and  belongs  to  the  Miami  Board  of 
Trade.  He  has  become  widely  known  in  this  com- 
munity on  account  of  his  progressive  spirit  and  his 
many  sterling  qualities  of  character  and  he  has  won 
a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  hold 
him  in  high  esteem. 


CHARLES  MONROE  TRAMMELL. 

Charles  Monroe  Trammell,  who  on  the  7th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1912,  assumed  office  as  county  judge  of  Polk 
county,  is  one  of  the  younger  and,  by  consensus  of 
public  opinion,  one  of  the  most  able  members  of  the 
bar  in  this  section  of  the  state  connected  through  his 
extensive  practice  or  through  his  judicial  service  with 
much  important  litigation.  He  was  born  July  6,  1886, 
and  is  a son  of  Erasmus  R.  and  Sarah  R.  (Germany) 
Trammell,  the  former  by  occupation  a locomotive 
engineer. 

In  Lakeland,  Polk  county,  Florida,  Charles  Monroe 
Trammell  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  After  completing  the 
usual  course  of  study  he  entered  Emery  College,  Ox- 
ford, Georgia  and  from  that  institution  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  in  1907.  He  afterward  be- 
came a student  in  Vanderbilt  University  in  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  where  he  studied  law,  winning  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  Immediately  afterward  he  entered 
upon  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  in  Lake- 
land, where  he  remained  until  he  came  to  Bartow. 
He  is  recognized  as  a strong  and  able  lawyer,  whose 
knowledge  of  the  underlying  principles  of  his  profes- 
sion is  comprehensive  and  exact  and  whose  application 
of  points  at  law  is  always  correct  and  logical.  That 
he  gained  a high  place  in  the  public  esteem  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  in  1912  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  judge,  assuming  his  duties  January 
7th,  of  that  year.  He  has  given  conclusive  evidence  of 
his  possession  of  those  qualities  of  high  integrity,  con- 
scientiousness and  progressive  public  spirit  necessary 
in  all  relations  of  public  life,  and  he  has  besides  an 
impartiality,  a sense  of  the  dignity  of  his  position  and 
of  the  personal  responsibility  it  entails  upon  him, 
which  make  him  a successful  and  able  judge. 

Mr.  Trammell  married  Miss  Iris  Mae  Robertson 
of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
a son,  Charles  Monroe,  Jr.  Mr.  Trammell  is  identified 
with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Masonic  lodge  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and 
his  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  in  which  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  stewards.  He  is 
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well  known  in  social,  political  and  professional  circles, 
his  genuine  personal  worth,  his  unquestioned  integrity 
and  high  sincerity  of  purpose  being  the  foundations 
of  his  success  in  all  relations  of  life. 


JOHN  H.  FEARS. 

It  is  significant  of  the  trend  of  the  times  that  more 
and  more  important  business  affairs  are  entrusted  to 
young  men,  who  are  proving  their  ability  by  the  excel- 
lent results  which  they  obtain  and  by  the  progressive 
policies  which  they  advocate.  John  H.  Fears, 
cashier  of  the  Central  State  Bank  of  Campbellton, 
Florida,  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  this  class 
and  has  done  much  by  his  rapid  success  to  justify  the 
modern  idea.  Born  in  Cottonwood,  Alabama,  Novem- 
ber ii,  1883,  his  parents  were  Thomas  and  Emma 
(Davis)  Fears,  natives  of  Georgia  and  the  former  a 
lifelong  agriculturist.  In  their  family  were  six  chil- 
dren: Benjamin  F.,  of  Alabama;  John  IT.,  our  sub- 
ject; Carl,  at  home;  Pearl,  the  wife  of  William 
Roberts,  residing  in  Alabama ; Ivy,  the  wife  of  William 
Meadows,  that  state ; and  Orrin,  at  home. 

John  H.  Fears  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm 
and  in  the  acquirement  of  his  early  education  attended 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  assisting  his  father 
with  the  work  on  the  home  place  in  vacations  and  dur- 
ing his  leisure  hours.  In  1901,  however,  he  began 
his  independent  career  by  removal  to  Cottonwood, 
Alabama,  where  for  a year  he  was  connected  with  the 
mercantile  business.  Feeling,  however,  the  limitations 
of  his  education,  he  entered  upon  a course  of  study  in 
a business  college  of  Georgia,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  on  September  12,  1904.  About  a year  later, 
on  September  5,  1905,  he  came  to  Florida,  locating 
at  Campbellton  and  accepting  the  position  as  manager 
of  the  firm  of  Calhoun  & Peacock,  in  which  capacity  he 
remained  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  cashier  of  the  Central 
State  Bank,  his  service  in  that  capacity  beginning 
on  September  12,  1908.  He  has  since  largely  familiar- 
ized himself  with  the  methods  of  banking  and  through 
a conservative  policy  has  largely  built  up  a substantial 
business  for  the  bank.  He  is  fully  informed  upon  all 
banking  practices  and  his  advice  upon  questions  of  in- 
vestment is  frequently  sought.  One  of  the  policies 
to  which  he  has  given  foremost  consideration  is  that 
the  bank  which  most  carefully  safeguards  the  inter- 
ests of  its  depositors  is  the  one  most  worthy  of  pat- 
ronage. No  detail  does  he  regard  too  unimportant 
to  insure  it  his  close  attention,  and  while  he  is  popu- 
lar with  the  public  and  patrons  of  the  institution  he 


has  proven  his  worth  to  the  directors,  who  have  the 
utmost  confidence  in  him. 

Mr.  Fears  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza 
Renfroe,  a daughter  of  Ben  S.  and  Maggie  (Byrd) 
Renfroe,  of  Holt,  Florida,  on  July  11,  1905,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children : Ellis  and  Loire.  Flis 

political  views  incline  Mr.  Fears  toward  the  demo- 
cratic party,  in  the  doctrines  of  which  he  firmly 
believes.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Columbia  Woodmen  and 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  His  religion  is  that  of  the 
Baptist  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  a help- 
ful interest.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  he 
gives  his  ready  support  to  all  measures  which  are 
intended  to  promote  growth  and  development,  and  can 
ever  be  found  in  the  front  ranks  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  make  sacrifices  in  the  interest  of  advance- 
ment. Strongly  marked  by  character,  he  has  come  to 
be  recognized  as  a forceful  element  in  Campbellton, 
where  his  sterling  traits  of  heart  and  mind  have  won 
him  the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all  those  with 
whom  he  has  come  into  contact  in  a business  or  social 
way. 


HENRY  J.  PEACOCK. 

Mercantile  interests  in  Miami  are  well  represented  by 
Henry  J.  Peacock,  who  since  1912  has  conducted  a 
large  and  important  men’s  furnishings  establishment  in 
the  city.  He  is  a native  of  England,  born  in  Hunting- 
donshire, March  30,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  one  of  Dade 
county’s  earliest  pioneers,  his  father,  Charles  Peacock, 
having  settled  in  old  Fort  Dallas,  on  the  present  site  of 
the  city  of  Miami,  in  1875.  He  and  his  wife,  who  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Isabella  Saunders,  were  both 
natives  of  England.  They  came  in  early  life  to  America 
and  settled  in  Dade  county,  Florida,  where  for  a num- 
ber of  years  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1882  they  moved  to  Cocoanut  Grove,  where  he  be- 
came prominent  in  public  life,  holding  several  official 
positions,  including  those  of  postmaster,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  notary  public.  He  died  September  23,  1906, 
and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Cocoanut  Grove. 

Henry  J.  Peacock  was  still  a child  when  he  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  and  he  settled  with  them  in 
Dade  county  in  1875.  For  ten  years  thereafter  he 
remained  at  home  and  during  this  period,  which  was 
long  before  the  railroad  was  built  to  Miami,  worked  in 
the  old  starch  factory  which  in  those  early  times  was 
located  on  the  left  fork  of  the  Miami  river,  three  miles 
from  its  mouth.  In  1885  Mr.  Peacock  left  Fort  Dallas 
and  went  to  Key  West,  where  for  twenty-five  years  he 
engaged  in  merchandising,  becoming  a prosperous  and 
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successful  man.  In  1912  he  returned  to  Miami,  finding 
on  the  site  of  the  old  fort  a large  and  flourishing  city. 
Here  he  established  himself  in  the  men's  furnishings 
business  at  912  Avenue  D,  where  he  erected  for  him- 
self a large  two  story,  reinforced  concrete  building, 
twenty-five  by  eighty-seven  feet  in  dimensions  and 
thoroughly  modern  and  up-to-date  in  furnishing  and 
equipment.  He  has  here  built  up  a large  and  lucrative 
patronage,  which  has  been  accorded  him  in  recognition 
of  his  practical  business  methods,  his  honorable  and 
straightforward  dealings  and  his  earnest  desire  to 
please  his  patrons. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1889,  Mr.  Peacock  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Stirrup,  who  at  that 
time  resided  in  Key  West  but  who  is  a native  of 
Nassau,  Bahama  islands.  They  have  two  sons:  Harry 
Bolton,  aged  twenty-three ; and  Milton  Osborne,  who 
is  twenty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Peacock  is  not  a politician 
in  any  sense  of  the  term,  although  while  a resident  of 
Key  West  he  served  for  four  years  on  the  city  council. 
He  prefers,  however,  to  concentrate  all  of  his  attention 
upon  his  business  affairs,  which  are  capably  and  pro- 
gressively conducted,  bringing  him  a degree  of  success 
which  places  him  today  among  the  valued  and  sub- 
stantial merchants  of  the  community. 


HOWARD  ENSOR  HARKISHEIMER. 

Howard  Ensor  Harkisheimer,  president  of  the  Elgin 
Butter  Company,  has  made  steady  advancement  in  a 
business  career  that  has  brought  him  to  a creditable 
position  in  commercial  and  financial  circles  in  fackson- 
ville.  There  was  no  esoteric  phase  in  his  life  history. 
The  simple  weight  of  his  character  and  ability  and  the 
wise  use  he  made  of  his  opportunities  have  brought 
him  to  his  present  position,  in  which  he  is  controlling 
important  and  gratifying  business  interests.  His 
parents  were  William  John  and  Jane  Eliza  (Crane) 
Harkisheimer,  who  during  his  boyhood  days  removed 
to  Jacksonville,  so  that  his  education  was  acquired 
partially  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  while  for  a 
time  he  was  also  a student  in  Glens  Falls  Academy  at 
Glens  Falls,  New  York.  Early  in  his  business  career 
he  became  connected  with  the  retail  grocery  trade  and 
worked  up  a substantial  business  through  his  close 
application,  unfaltering  energy  and  determination.  He 
is  now  the  president  of  the  Elgin  Butter  Company  and 
has  so  guided  and  controlled  his  activities  in  that 
direction  that  his  business  has  become  an  important 
commercial  interest  of  the  city.  He  is  also  a director 
of  the  Barnett  National  Bank  and  the  Guarantee  Trust 
& Savings  Bank,  which  establishes  his  position  in 
financial  circles. 


Mr.  Harkisheimer  has  never  concentrated  his  en- 
ergies upon  his  business  affairs  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  interests,  but  on  the  contrary  is  appreciative  of 
the  duties  and  obligations  of  life  and  cooperates  in 
many  movements  of  general  helpfulness.  He  belongs 
to  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  is  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Associated  Charities,  is  an  exemplary  represent- 
ative of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and,  appreciative  of 
social  amenities,  holds  membership  in  the  Florida 
Country  and  Florida  Yacht  Clubs. 


WILLIAM  H.  GUNN. 

William  H.  Gunn,  identified  with  farming,  saw- 
milling and  turpentine  interests  in  Liberty  county,  was 
born  in  Gadsden  county,  Florida,  December  3,  1850, 
and  is  a son  of  William  H.  and  Jane  (Ferguson)  Gunn. 
The  family  name  has  been  well  known  in  this  state  for 
three  generations,  the  grandfather,  Spencer  Gunn, 
having  helped  to  make  the  surveys  of  Gadsden  county 
and  having  resided  here  for  many  years.  The  father 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  the  mother  in  Georgia,  but 
they  came  as  early  settlers  to  Gadsden  county,  where 
the  father  followed  farming  from  1825  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1902.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away, 
her  death  having  occurred  about  1882.  To  their  union 
were  born  eight  children:  William  H.,  of  this  review; 
Ellen,  who  was  killed  in  a gas  explosion ; Bettie,  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Bush,  of  Tampa,  Florida;  Hattie, 
who  married  James  Fanning,  of  Blountstown ; Ellen, 
now  Mrs.  Gaskins,  also  of  Blountstown ; Thomas  and 
Madison,  both  deceased;  and  Janey. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  William  H.  Gunn,  then 
fourteen  years  of  age,  began  his  active  career  and  since 
that  time  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources, 
his  present  success  proving  his  early  self-reliance, 
independence  and  initiative  spirit.  He  first  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  and  has  never  abandoned  this 
occupation,  although  he  is  now  interested  also  in  saw- 
milling and  turpentine  manufacturing.  All  of  his  in- 
terests are  carefully  and  capably  conducted  and  have 
brought  him  a gratifying  measure  of  success,  placing 
him  today  among  the  substantial  and  prominent  resi- 
dents of  Orange,  where  he  makes  his  home. 

Mr.  Gunn  married  Miss  Ermine  Wyatt,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children : Janey,  the  wife  of 
W.  H.  Smith,  of  Liberty  county ; William  IT.,  deceased ; 
Sally,  who  married  W.  E.  Lewis,  of  Liberty  county; 
Mary,  who  married  C.  G.  Cantrell,  of  Mayo,  Florida; 
Harris,  deceased  ; and  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Gunn  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church.  He  is 
active  and  prominent  in  public  affairs,  having  served 
for  three  terms  as  a member  of  the  state  legislature  and 
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having  been  also  county  commissioner.  His  record  in 
both  business  and  official  life  is  an  excellent  one  and  a 
credit  to  a name  that  has  long  been  an  honored  one  in 
this  part  of  Florida. 


JOHN  B.  TOMPKINS. 

John  B.  Tompkins,  who  since  1905  has  conducted  a 
variety  store  in  Miami,  has  won  for  himself  a place 
among  the  substantial  and  progressive  business  men  of 
the  city.  He  was  born  at  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee, 
July  14,  1873,  and  is  a son  of  James  E.  Tompkins, 
a native  of  Rutherford  county,  in  that  state.  He  was 
a merchant  and  later  a farmer  and  he  served  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war  with  Com- 
pany C,  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  Regiment  of  sharp- 
shooters. He  died  October  13,  1911,  in  Murfreesboro, 
in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife,  who 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Viola  Elizabeth  Bow- 
man, is  also  a native  of  Rutherford  county.  She  now 
makes  her  home  near  Murfreesboro  and  has  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-five.  I11  their  family  were  four 
children,  all  of  whom  with  the  exception  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  reside  in  Rutherford  county. 

Tohn  B.  Tompkins  was  reared  and  educated  in  Mur- 
freesboro and  in  1889,  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  left  home  and  came  to  Florida,  locating  first  on 
the  Indian  river.  For  five  years  thereafter  he  was 
employed  on  a steamboat  and  during  that  time  was 
advanced  from  the  position  of  watchman  to  be  assist- 
ant engineer.  When  he  resigned  he  went  to  New 
Orleans  and  secured  a position  as  engineer  on  the 
English  mail  steamer  Foxall,  plying  between  that  city 
and  Central  America  ports.  Later  Mr.  Tompkins 
went  to  Key  West  and  with  that  as  his  headquarters 
worked  in  the  capacity  of  engineer  on  different  boats 
between  various  points  in  Florida  and  Central  Amer- 
ica until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Spanish-Ameriean 
war.  During  that  conflict  he  was  enrolled  as  an 
assistant  steamboat  engineer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  government  and  subsequently  for  five 
years  was  chief  engineer  in  the  government  quaran- 
tine service.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  a resident 
of  Miami  and  when  he  resigned  from  his  govern- 
ment position  secured  employment  as  a salesman  with 
the  well  known  mercantile  house  of  John  Sewell  & 
Brother,  retaining  this  position  until  November  1, 
1905,  when  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself,  open- 
ing a variety  store,  which  he  has  since  conducted. 
From  the  first  he  was  very  successful  and  his  busi- 
ness so  steadily  and  rapidly  increased  that  in  1912  he 
was  obliged  to  seek  larger  quarters.  In  that  year  he 
erected  on  two  business  lots,  which  he  owned  at  914 


and  916  Avenue  D,  a double,  solid  concrete,  two-story 
business  block,  the  foundation  and  walls  of  which  are 
of  sufficient  strength  to  admit  the  adding  of  four 
stories,  later  on,  if  it  is  deemed  advisable.  On  the 
first  floor  of  this  building,  which  is  known  as  the 
Tompkins  block,  Mr.  Tompkins  conducts  his  variety 
store  and  he  has  been  even  more  successful  in  its 
management  since  his  removal  than  before.  The 
building  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Miami  and  the  street 
upon  which  it  is  located  is  with  the  exception  of 
Twelfth  street  the  finest  business  thoroughfare  in 
the  city,  it  being  the  opinion  of  many  that  it  will 
eventually  outdistance  its  rival. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1903,  Mr.  Tompkins  married 
Miss  Julia  Dillon,  a daughter  of  the  late  Captain 
George  W.  Dillon,  a well  known  steamboat  captain  and 
navigator,  formerly  of  Key  West.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tompkins  have  two  daughters:  Mary  Viola,  aged 

seven ; and  Kitty  Rucker,  aged  two.  Mr.  Tompkins  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  the  Miami  Engineers  Asso- 
ciation. He  has  made  a creditable  record  in  business 
life,  his  course  being  marked  by  steady  advancement, 
gained  through  ready  utilization  of  every  opportunity 
that  has  been  presented. 


ROBERT  F.  LAWRENCE. 

Well  known  among  the  agriculturists  of  Jackson 
county,  Florida,  is  Robert  F.  Lawrence,  who  culti- 
vates a farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  near 
Marianna.  He  was  born  in  this  county,  July  26,  1861, 
and  is  a son  of  Richard  C.  and  Susan  R.  (Godfrey) 
Lawrence,  the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina  and 
the  mother  of  South  Carolina.  The  father  attained 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years  and  the  mother 
has  also  passed  away.  The  former  was  a tailor  by 
trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  until  after  the  war, 
when  he  took  up  farming,  continuing  in  the  latter 
occupation  until  his  death.  He  also  was  a minister  of 
the  Baptist  church  and,  kind  and  generous  to  all,  was 
sincerely  beloved  by  those  who  knew  him.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Richard  C.  Lawrence  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children:  Peter  P.,  deceased;  Thomas  G.,  of  Vernon, 
Honda ; R.  Alphonso,  of  Georgia ; William  F.,  who 
has  passed  away;  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Isaac  King, 
of  Jackson  county,  Florida;  John  B.,  deceased;  James 
E.,  of  Jackson  county;  Oliver  R.,  deceased;  Charles 
A.,  of  Alliance,  Florida ; Robert  F.,  of  this  review ; 
Mary  G.,  deceased;  and  Herbert  W.,  of  Jackson 
county. 

Robert  F.  Lawrence  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  early  grounded  in  the  old-fashioned  virtues 
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of  honesty  and  industry  by  his  parents,  attending  the 
neighboring  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  his  educa- 
tion. After  laying  aside  his  text-books  he  assisted 
his  father  with  the  work  of  the  homestead,  becoming 
well  acquainted  with  all  work  pertaining  to  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  a farm.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  taking 
care  of  two  sisters  and  the  father  for  five  years  after 
that  time,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  near  Marianna, 
Florida,  where  he  engages  in  general  farming.  Since 
coming  into  the  possession  of  the  property  he  has  made 
a number  of  valuable  improvements  on  the  farm, 
erected  new  buildings  and  repaired  those  which  were 
upon  the  land  and  has  installed  such  equipment  and 
machinery  as  he  considered  indispensable  to  profitable 
land  cultivation. 

Mr.  Lawrence  married  Miss  Eula  McNealy,  by 
whom  he  had  eight  children : Georgie  M.,  Robert  F., 
McNealy,  Richard  B.,  Anna  E.,  Susan  M.,  Charles 
A.  and  Vester  M.,  the  last  of  whom  has  passed  away. 
Air.  Lawrence  affiliates  with  the  Baptist  church,  to 
which  organization  he  gives  his  ready  support.  Pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive,  he  has  been  constructive 
in  the  development  of  agricultural  methods  and  stand- 
ards in  this  section  and,  while  attaining  to  a substantial 
position,  has  been  a forceful  factor  in  bringing  about 
the  prosperous  conditions  that  now  here  prevail. 
Llighly  esteemed  for  his  qualities  of  mind  and  char- 
acter, he  enjoys  the  high  regard  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  into  contact  and  his  industry, 
his  energy,  his  ability  and  his  progressive  spirit  are 
reflected  by  the  substantial  growth  of  his  interests. 
The  story  of  his  career  in  its  struggles  and  its  final 
accomplishments  should  serve  as  a spur  and  inspiration 
to  others,  yet  the  principal  lesson  does  not  lie  in  the 
fact  that  he  has  attained  prosperity,  although  that  is 
important,  but  that  he  has  struggled  to  success  against 
obstacles  and  adversity,  never  deviating  from  the 
straight  and  narrow  path  and  applying  those  quali- 
ties of  character  that  excite  general  admiration. 


H.  O.  HAMM. 

H.  O.  Hamm  is  the  vice  president  and  manager  of 
the  W.  A.  Merryday  Company,  wholesale  dealers  in 
feed  and  grain  at  Palatka.  His  enterprise  and  energy 
are  acknowledged  by  all  who  know  aught  of  his  career 
and  place  him  with  the  leading  business  men  of  the  city, 
whose  efforts  are  proving  a resultant  factor  in  bring- 
ing about  general  prosperity  as  well  as  individual  suc- 
cess. He  was  born  in  Hudson,  McLean  county, 
Illinois,  April  30,  1863,  a son  of  Jacob  J.  and  Elsie 


(Warner)  Hamm.  The  father  was  born  at  Kinder- 
hook,  New  York,  in  1820,  and  the  mother’s  birth 
occurred  at  South  Otselic,  New  York,  in  1830.  They 
were  both  reared  in  the  Empire  state  and  became 
school  teachers  in  Illinois,  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bloomington.  They  were  married  in  Chicago  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Illinois,  making 
their  home  at  Hudson.  They  remained  for  nearly 
fifty  years  on  one  farm  in  that  locality.  The  father 
died  in  August,  1904,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
April  5,  1912.  In  their  family  were  three  children: 
H.  O. ; Nettie  A.,  the  wife  of  James  T.  Gildersleeve, 
of  Hudson,  Illinois;  and  Edward  J.  who  is  occupying 
the  old  home  place  at  Hudson. 

H.  O.  Hamm  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Palatka, 
Florida,  arriving  on  the  17th  of  November,  1884. 
He  has  since  lived  in  this  state.  During  his  youthful 
days  spent  upon  the  old  home  farm  in  Illinois  his 
time  was  divided  between  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
the  acquirement  of  a public-school  education  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  afterward  spent 
three  years  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Normal, 
Illinois,  and  later  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years. 
After  coming  to  Florida  he  purchased  property  in 
Putnam  county  and  during  the  first  fall  and  winter 
set  out  an  orange  grove.  He  continued  in  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching,  however,  remaining  as  teacher  of 
county  schools  for  four  years  and  then  becoming  prin- 
cipal of  the  Palatka  public  schools,  of  which  he  had 
charge  for  two  years.  He  next  went  to  Jackson- 
ville as  principal  of  the  Duval  high  school,  the  largest 
high  school  in  the  state,  remaining  in  that  position  for 
four  years.  He  next  spent  three  years  as  principal 
of  the  schools  at  St.  Augustine.  Then,  in  order  to 
spend  some  time  in  a colder  climate,  he  removed  to 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  where  he  continued  for  two 
and  a half  years.  On  returning  to  Palatka  he  en- 
gaged in  his  present  business,  purchasing  stock  in  the 
W.  A.  Merryday  Company,  wholesale  dealers  in  grain, 
feed  and  crate  materials.  The  business  is  one  of  the 
important  commercial  enterprises  of  the  city  and  in 
its  management  Air.  Hamm  shows  keen  discrimina- 
tion and  unfaltering  enterprise.  For  ten  years  he  has 
been  manager  and  vice  president  of  the  business  and 
its  success  is  largely  attributable  to  his  efforts.  In  April, 
1913,  the  Palatka  Development  Company  was  organ- 
ized with  Air.  Hamm  as  vice  president  and,  in  addition 
to  other  interests,  he  has  also  a potato  farm  at  Orange 
Mills. 

In  1887  occurred  the  marriage  of  Air.  Hamm  and 
Miss  Ida  J.  Tilghman,  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  N.  J. 
Tilghman.  They  have  two  children : Warner  T.,  who 
is  secretary  of  the  W.  A.  Alerryday  Company ; and 
C.  Priscilla. 


IT.  O.  HAMM 
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Mr.  Hamm  has  served  as  a member  of  the  city 
council  for  one  term,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
on  the  democratic  ticket,  having  always  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  that  party.  His  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Baptist  church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon  and  clerk.  He  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to 
the  material,  intellectual,  political  and  moral  progress 
of  the  community  and  his  influence  is  always  on  the 
side  of  reform,  advancement  and  improvement.  His 
has  been  a well  spent  life,  in  which  he  has  accomplished 
much  good,  and  his  fellow  citizens  entertain  for  him 
warm  regard. 


ROD  HILL. 

Representative  of  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the 
southern  agriculturist  is  Rod  Hill,  who  owns  a valu- 
able farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Jackson 
county,  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
A native  of  Florida,  he  was  born  in  this  county, 
October  12,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Charity 
(Swales)  Hill,  the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina 
who  came  to  Florida  in  the  early  ’50s  and  participated 
in  the  great  conflict  between  the  north  and  the  south 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army.  Both  of  the 
parents  have  passed  away.  In  their  family  were  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  with  the  exception 
of  our  subject.  They  were  Allan,  Lucy,  Joseph  and 
Martha. 

Rod  Hill  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Jackson 
county,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  and,  remaining  upon  the  homestead 
during  all  his  life.  Since  coming  into  possession  of 
the  place  he  has  made  a number  of  extensive  improve- 
ments and  installed  equipment  and  machinery  such  as 
is  considered  indispensable  to  farming  under  modern 
conditions  and  has  added  to  his  land  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  The  place  by  its 
appearance  indicates  the  prosperity  of  its  owner  and 
speaks  well  for  his  diligence  and  energy,  which,  in 
combination  with  progressive  methods,  have  made  him 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  this  locality.  He  devotes 
his  energies  largely  to  general  farming  but  also  gives 
special  attention  to  stock-raising,  achieving  gratifying 
results  along  both  lines  of  endeavor. 

Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lulu  Kent 
and  to  this  union  were  born  twelve  children  : Cary 
Bascom,  John  W.  and  Susie  E.,  at  home ; a daughter 
who  died  in  infancy;  Robert  Pierce,  who  remains  on 
the  old  homestead ; another  daughter  who  died  in 
infancy;  Everett  W.  and  Lewis  L.,  at  home;  Lucius 
and  Lucy  M.,  twins,  deceased ; and  Cora  Lee  and 
Lulu  Christina,  both  at  home. 


In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hill  is  a democrat 
and  gives  his  stanch  support  to  the  men  and  prin- 
ciples of  that  party,  keeping  intelligently  informed 
upon  all  issues  of  the  day  as  they  affect  his  community, 
state  and  nation.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Baptist 
and  in  full  sympathy  with  the  work  undertaken  by 
that  denomination,  giving  material  and  moral  aid  to 
the  church  and  its  allied  societies.  While  Mr.  Hill 
has  attained  to  personal  prosperity,  his  labor  has  been 
a factor  in  the  general  development,  as  he  has  done 
work  of  construction  along  agricultural  lines  in  this 
section.  Many  are  the  friends  he  has  made  and  all 
cannot  help  but  esteem  him  for  his  high  qualities  of 
mind  and  character.  A son  of  a pioneer,  he  has 
worthily  brought  to  conclusion  the  work  begun  by  bis 
father  and  his  reputation  and  standing  are  such  as 
may  well  be  the  envy  of  any  man. 


HUGH  M.  ANDERSON. 

Hugh  M.  Anderson,  who  is  prominently  connected 
with  real-estate  interests  of  Miami  as  a member  of  the 
Miami  Investment  Company,  was  born  on  a farm  in 
Marion  county,  Tennessee,  about  twenty  miles  from 
Chattanooga,  September  9,  1881.  He  is  a son  of  Joe 
M.  Anderson,  a farmer,  who  was  born  in  Marion 
county,  Tennessee,  and  who  has  lived  upon  the  old 
Anderson  homestead  in  that  section  from  that  date  to 
the  present  time.  On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Anderson 
comes  of  a long  line  of  soldiers  and  statesmen,  repre- 
sentatives of  his  family  having  come  originally  from 
Virginia,  whence  they  moved  to  Tennessee  in  early 
times.  His  paternal  great-grandfather  served  as  a 
colonel  in  the  Seminole  war  and  his  son,  the  Hon.  Joe 
Anderson,  was  well  known  in  public  life  in  Tennessee, 
having  served  in  both  departments  of  the  United 
States  congress  for  many  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  assassinated  just  before  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities on  account  of  his  strong  secession  views.  Mr. 
Anderson’s  mother,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss 
Laura  Mitchell,  died  when  the  subject  of  this  review 
was  only  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Hugh  M.  Anderson  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Marion  county,  Tennessee,  and  in  his  child- 
hood assisted  with  its  operation,  remaining  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  education 
was  acquired  in  Pryor  Institute  of  fasper,  Tennessee, 
and  in  Maryville  College  in  Maryville,  a Presbyterian 
institution.  When  he  had  attained  his  majority  he 
left  home  and  began  bis  independent  career,  going 
first  to  Chattanooga,  where  for  two  years  he  was 
employed  in  a wholesale  house.  Later  he  worked  for 
three  years  in  the  Tennessee  coal  mines,  but  in  Decern- 
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ber,  1910,  came  to  Florida,  where  he  located  in  Miami 
and  embarked  in  the  real-estate  business,  in  which  he 
has  since  been  engaged.  Fie  is  in  partnership  with 
Fred  Siegel  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Miami  Invest- 
ment Company,  which  controls  an  important  and 
growing  patronage. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  South.  He  is  well  known  in  business 
and  social  circles  of  Miami,  where  his  many  sterling 
traits  of  character  have  won  for  him  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  is  associated. 


HON.  HORACE  BEEBE  WEBSTER. 

No  history  of  Tarpon  Springs  would  be  complete 
were  there  failure  to  make  prominent  reference  to  the 
Hon.  Horace  Beebe  Webster,  who  for  twenty-five  years 
has  been  closely  connected  with  the  city  government  as 
councilman  and  mayor,  filling  the  latter  position  at  the 
present  time.  He  gives  to  the  city  a businesslike,  prac- 
tical and  progressive  administration,  avoiding  useless 
expenditures  and  as  well  that  useless  retrenchment 
which  blocks  public  improvement.  Aside  from  his 
official  service  he  has  made  a creditable  record  in  busi- 
ness circles  and  in  that  connection  his  efforts  have  been 
of  general  as  well  as  personal  benefit.  He  was  born 
in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  October  25,  1852,  and  is  a 
son  of  H.  D.  L.  and  Sarah  Lucretia  (Johnson)  Web- 
ster. The  mother,  a native  of  New  York,  was  left  an 
orphan  at  an  early  day  and  her  death  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  her  son  Horace.  FI.  D.  L.  Webster 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  middle  west — in  Ohio, 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  Fie  was  the  composer  of 
the  song  Lorena  and  was  a neighbor  and  friend  of  J.  P. 
Wister,  the  author  of  Sweet  By  and  By.  FI.  D.  L. 
Webster  was  a minister  of  the  Universalist  church  and 
a homeopathic  physician,  devoting  his  entire  life  to 
medical  practice  and  preaching.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  he  married  again  and  had  a daughter, 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Spring,  of  Chicago,  in  which  city  the 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1906.  By  his  first 
marriage  there  were  two  children,  the  daughter  being 
Ella  Nellie,  who  is  a year  her  brother's  senior,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Merriam  Park,  Minnesota. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age,  following  his  mother’s 
death,  Horace  B.  Webster  ran  away  from  home  and 
going  to  Arkansas  joined  a cousin  in  that  state.  He 
then  went  to  school  there  for  three  years,  thus  supple- 
menting the  educational  opportunities  already  enjoyed, 
after  which  he  took  up  the  profession  of  surveying, 
which  he  followed  until  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
brated in  Franklin,  Massachusetts,  December  7,  1878, 


the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Grace  M.  Harvey, 
who  died  at  their  home  in  Minnesota  in  1886. 

Mr.  Webster  spent  his  married  life  in  that  state,  and 
after  losing  his  wife  came  to  Florida,  where  he  joined 
his  father,  who  was  then  making  his  winter  home  at 
Tarpon  Springs.  Pleased  with  this  district  and  its 
prospects,  FI.  B.  Webster  has  since  resided  here.  He 
had  followed  farming  in  the  northwest,  but  after 
coming  to  Florida  entered  the  field  of  merchandising 
and  also  became  a factor  in  the  development  of  the 
telephone  system  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was 
the  organizer  and  promoter  of  the  Tarpon  Springs 
Telephone  Exchange  and  later  of  the  West  Coast 
Telephone  Company,  which  took  over  all  of  the  tele- 
phone lines  on  the  Pinellas  peninsula.  Mr.  Webster 
became  the  president  of  the  company  and  so  continued 
for  several  years  until  the  system  was  absorbed  by  the 
Bell  telephone  system.  For  about  ten  years  he  con- 
ducted a general  mercantile  establishment,  having  a 
well  appointed  store  and  enjoying  a liberal  patronage. 

O11  the  27th  of  December,  1888,  Mr.  Webster  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ettalyn  Gray,  a native  of 
Iowa.  He  has  four  children,  two  by  his  first  marriage 
and  two  by  the  second,  the  family  record  including 
Grace  M.  Hardy,  who  is  now  in  Philadelphia;  Horace 
B.,  also  of  Philadelphia,  and  Kenneth  F.  and  Percival, 
both  at  home.  Mr.  Webster  is  a charter  member  of 
Tarpon  Springs  Lodge,  No.  37,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which 
he  has  been  noble  grand.  From  the  beginning  of  his 
residence  here  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
upbuilding  and  development  of  the  city  and  the  record 
of  no  man  in  public  life  in  Tarpon  Springs  has  con- 
tinued over  a longer  period  or  been  more  faultless  in 
honor,  fearless  in  conduct  and  stainless  in  reputation. 
Fie  served  for  a number  of  years  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  and  for  seventeen  years  has  been  mayor  of 
Tarpon  Springs,  wisely  directing  the  interests  and 
municipal  afifairs  of  the  city  along  lines  of  general 
progress  and  improvement.  He  occupies  a fine  resi- 
dence, which  was  his  father’s  winter  home,  on  Grand 
boulevard,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  representative 
and  honored  residents  of  this  section  of  the  state,  justly 
meriting  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 


W.  M.  WILLIAMS. 

The  orange-growing  industry  of  Florida  is  ably  and 
well  represented  by  W.  M.  Williams,  who  owns  fifteen 
hundred  trees  set  out  in  valuable  groves  near  Pomona, 
Florida.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams also  participates  in  the  public  life  of  the  com- 
munity and  serves  at  present  in  the  important  position 
of  president  of  the  town  council  in  his  second  term. 
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Born  in  Barnwell  county,  South  Carolina,  June  8, 
1857,  he  is  a son  of  G.  W.  M.  and  Esther  (Cohen) 
Williams,  the  former  a native  of  Colleton  county, 
South  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  England,  having 
come  to  the  United  States  in  her  childhood.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williams  were  married  in  New  York  city  while 
he  was  attending  college  there  and  made  their  home 
in  South  Carolina  until  1861,  when  removal  to 
Georgia  was  made.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
Civil  war  Mr.  Williams  enlisted  for  service  with  the 
Forty-seventh  Georgia  Volunteer  Regiment,  being 
commissioned  a major  of  Battalion  M,  and  for  meri- 
torious service  was  subsequently  raised  to  the  ranks 
of  lieutenant  colonel  and  colonel.  In  September,  1864, 
he  contracted  a severe  illness  during  active  service  and 
was  sent  on  leave  to  Alabama,  being  accompanied  there 
by  his  wife,  and  in  that  state  he  died  shortly  after- 
ward, finding  his  last  resting  place  in  the  soldiers’ 
cemetery  at  Savannah.  He  was  a highly  accomplished 
man  graduated  in  law  but  subsequently  followed  for 
some  time  the  profession  of  physician  and  also  acted 
as  a Baptist  minister.  He  was  one  of  the  commission 
which  signed  the  Declaration  of  Secession.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  long  survived  her  husband, 
passing  away  at  the  remarkable  old  age  of  ninety-four 
years,  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  on  February  15, 
1908.  In  their  family  were  four  sons:  B.  S.,  of 

Brunson,  South  Carolina;  Dr.  A.  D.,  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida;  G.  W.  M.,  of  Macon,  Georgia;  and  W.  M., 
of  this  review. 

W.  M.  Williams  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  when  the  family 
returned  to  South  Carolina.  Owing  to  poor  health, 
Mr.  Williams  was  ordered  by  his  doctors  to  remove  to 
a more  equable  climate  and  in  the  spring  of  1885  came 
to  Florida  and  has  resided  in  Pomona  since  that  time. 
His  home  is  one  mile  east  of  that  city  and  on  his  land, 
which  comprises  forty  acres,  he  is  extensively  engaged 
in  orange  growing,  his  groves  comprising  fifteen  hun- 
dred valuable  trees.  There  is  a handsome  residence 
upon  the  home  place  and  its  general  appearance 
bespeaks  the  prosperity  of  its  owner.  Mr.  Williams 
also  has  considerable  property  interests  in  Missouri. 
Earlier  in  his  career  he  conducted  for  five  years'  a 
mercantile  business  at  Welaka,  Florida,  and  for  the 
same  period  of  time  was  interested  in  an  ice  manu- 
facturing business. 

On  March  12,  1876,  Mr.  Williams  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Florence  A.  McRory,  a native  of 
Screven  county,  Georgia,  and  a daughter  of  John 
McRory,  an  old  settler  of  that  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Williams  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children : R.  J.,  of 
Jacksonville,  Florida;  C.  Belle,  the  wife  of  E.  B. 
Gautier  of  St.  Petersburg,  Florida;  Esther  H.,  who 
married  E.  S.  Green,  of  Jacksonville;  A.  L.,  of  Fort 


Myers,  this  state;  W.  A.,  of  Leesburg,  Florida;  A.  D., 
of  Tampa;  C.  E.,  of  Birmingham,  Alabama;  Lizzie 
A.,  the  wife  of  W.  S..  Middleton,  of  Pomona,  who  is 
mentioned  at  greater  length  in  another  part  of  this 
volume;  C.  C.,  of  Glenwood,  Florida;  Florence,  who 
attends  school  at  Tallahassee;  and  Mary,  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  sixteen  grandchildren. 

A democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Williams 
has  efficiently  served  as  tax  assessor  of  Putnam 
county  for  ten  years  and,  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive, can  always  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  those  who 
advocate  movements  inaugurated  to  benefit  the  public. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  being  master  of  Stella 
lodge,  No.  83,  of  Pomona,  having  held  that  office  for 
seven  years,  and  is  also  a noble  grand  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  this  writing.  His 
fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  progressive  spirit  and 
ability,  have  honored  him  with  election  to  the  position 
of  president  of  the  town  council  and  he  is  now  serving 
in  his  second  term,  giving  Pomona  an  administration 
which  has  in  its  wake  far-reaching  and  beneficial 
results. 


W.  WAYNE  BARTON. 

W.  Wayne  Barton,  a civil  engineer  of  Tarpon 
Springs,  who  is  filling  the  position  of  city  engineer,  to 
which  he  was  called  in  September,  1912,  was  born  in 
Butler,  Kentucky,  November  5,  1883,  his  parents 
being  Thomas  Marion  and  Mary  (Bechet)  Barton, 
the  former  a native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri.  They  were  married  in  Butler,  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  now  reside.  The  father  is  a well 
known  educator  who  has  served  as  professor  of 
mathematics  in  different  colleges,  but  is  now  living 
retired. 

W.  Wayne  Barton  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth 
in  a family  of  twelve  children,  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living,  with  one  exception. 
The  sons  have  all  entered  professional  circles,  being 
attorneys,  lawyers  or  civil  engineers,  while  Bernard, 
who  was  killed  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  was 
a school  teacher. 

W.  Wayne  Barton  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  state  and  in  what  is  now  known 
as  the  State  College  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1907,  on 
the  completion  of  a classical  course.  The  following 
year  he  completed  a course  in  civil  engineering  and 
won  his  professional  degree.  He  has  since  engaged 
in  civil  engineering  and  for  two  years  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Florida,  where  he  has  made  a specialty  of 
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concrete  construction.  He  has  an  office  in  the  Noblit 
building  at  Tarpon  Springs  and  has  been  accorded  a 
large  patronage,  and  in  addition  is  now  tilling  the 
office  of  city  engineer,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in 
September,  1912.  Added  to  his  thorough  scientific 
attainments  and  practical  experience,  is  a laudable 
ambition  and  a spirit  of  undaunted  enterprise  which 
will  undoubtedly  carry  him  forward  until  he  reaches 
a high  plane  of  success. 


JAMES  L.  GILES. 

James  L.  Giles,  who  since  1887  has  been  continuously 
in  the  real-estate  business  in  Orlando,  is  today  one  of 
the  substantial  and  prominent  men  of  the  city,  having 
in  the  course  of  years  extended  the  scope  of  his 
activities  to  include  identification  with  every  phase  of 
the  business  life  of  the  city.  He  is,  moreover,  a leader 
in  the  promotion  of  progressive  public  projects,  an 
organizer  and  builder  along  modern  municipal  lines, 
and,  in  consequence,  a force  in  the  direction  of  public 
thought  and  opinion. 

Mr.  Giles  is  a native  of  Georgia  but  was  brought 
to  Orange  county  when  he  was  only  six  months  old. 
He  grew  to  manhood  here,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  in  1887  embarked  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  with  which  he  has  been  continuously 
identified  since  that  time.  He  deals  almost  entirely 
in  improved  property  and  has  since  the  beginning  of 
his  connection  with  the  business  specialized  in  this 
branch,  having  erected  the  first  mercantile  house  in 
Orlando,  a three-story  brick  building.  He  built  the 
Charleston  block,  a modern  structure  one  hundred 
and  forty  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  dimensions, 
on  the  corner  of  Orange  and  Pine  streets,  and  he  was 
also  the  builder  of  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  Or- 
lando Bank  & Trust  Company.  In  addition  he  has 
built  and  sold  many  of  the  finest  residences  in  the 
city  and  his  own  home  is  artistic  and  beautiful  in  every 
particular. 

Mr.  Giles’  identification  with  real-estate  does  not  by 
any  means  end  the  list  of  his  important  business  con- 
nections, for  he  is  interested  in  many  of  the  most 
prominent  corporate  institutions  in  the  city  and  is  also 
a director  in  the  Empire  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  was  at  one  time  the  largest 
orange  grower  in  the  county  and  he  still  has  important 
interests  along  this  line,  owning  over  eight  thousand 
bearing  trees.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Or- 
lando Country  Club,  of  which  he  is  president  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  governors.  Since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Orange  County  Fair  Association,  of 


which  he  was  one  of  the  leading  promoters,  he  has 
retained  his  membership  and  in  all  work  of  this  charac- 
ter has  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  for  many 
years. 

In  May,  1883,  Mr.  Giles  married  Miss  Nannie  Bart- 
lett, of  McKenzie,  Tennessee,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Martha  (Knox)  Bartlett,  the  former  at  one  time 
a large  cotton  planter  in  Louisiana  and  a resident  of 
Monroe,  that  state,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giles  have  three  children:  Le- 
Roy  B.,  who  is  an  attorney  at  law ; Anna  Estelle ; and 
Edna  Adelena. 

Mr.  Giles  is  a devout  adherent  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  steward  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Since  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Orlando  he  has  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
public  welfare  and  exerts  his  influence  in  every  way 
for  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He 
occupies  a prominent  place  in  the  community  and  has 
achieved  a success  in  business  which  he  has  made  an 
element  in  the  general  advancement. 


JOSEPH  IRWIN  TRIPLETT,  Jr. 

Joseph  Irwin  Triplett,  Jr.,  is  one  of  the  younger 
representatives  of  the  Jacksonville  bar,  but  has  already 
attained  an  enviable  position  and  a measure  of  success 
that  many  an  older  legal  practitioner  might  well  envy. 
He  was  born  in  Cynthiana,  Kentucky,  November  1, 
1885,  a son  of  Edwin  and  Carrie  (Johnston)  Triplett. 
In  the  attainment  of  his  education  he  attended  Shep- 
herd College  of  West  Virginia,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1904;  the  Washington  and  Lee  University 
of  Virginia,  in  which  he  completed  a course  with  the 
class  of  1906;  and  New  York  University,  where  he 
won  his  LL.  B.  degree  in  1910.  His  thorough  prelim- 
inary training  well  served  as  a foundation  upon  which 
to  rear  the  superstructure  of  professional  knowledge. 
Following  his  preparation  for  the  bar,  he  at  once  began 
practice  and  is  now  a member  of  the  well  known  law 
firm  of  Dewell  & Triplett,  of  Jacksonville.  His  success 
from  the  outset  has  been  commendable  and  notable, 
showing  a thorough  preparation  of  cases  and  a mastery 
of  the  judicial  principles  involved.  He  is  thoroughly 
loyal  to  the  interests  of  his  clients  and  yet  never  forgets 
that  he  owes  a still  higher  allegiance  to  the  majesty  of 
the  law. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Triplett  is  a democrat,  and 
although  not  an  office  seeker,  is  earnestly  desirous  of 
securing  the  success  of  the  party  because  of  his  firm 
belief  in  its  principles.  He  belongs  to  the  Theta  Nu 
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Epsilon  and  also  to  the  Phi  Alpha  Delta,  the  latter  a 
legal  fraternity.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Sons 
•of  the  Revolution  and  his  religious  faith  is  evidenced 
in  his  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  has 
spent  an  active,  useful  and  honorable  life,  winning  for 
him  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


WALTER  C.  GROVES. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  Walter  C.  Groves  was  a section 
hand  on  the  old  Wilmington  & Weldon  Railroad  in 
North  Carolina.  Today  he  is  one  of  the  leading 
capitalists  and  men  of  affairs  in  Miami,  where  his 
wealth,  prominence  and  influence  are  always  used  for 
the  benefit  and  advancement  of  the  community.  He 
made  his  industry,  unflagging  determination,  initiative 
spirit  and  executive  ability  dominate  all  of  his  work 
from  that  time  to  this,  working  steadily  along  con- 
structive lines  upward  to  prosperity,  and  his  record, 
honorable  and  upright  in  every  particular,  should  serve 
as  a source  of  encouragement  and  inspiration  to  others. 
He  was  born  at  Magnolia,  North  Carolina,  March  20, 
1875,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  B.  Groves,  the  third  of 
the  name,  also  a native  of  that  state.  The  father  was 
formerly  a farmer  by  occupation  and  served  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war,  as  did  also 
three  of  his  brothers.  The  family  is  of  fine  old  North 
Carolina  Revolutionary  stock,  the  line  having  been 
founded  in  that  state  by  Joseph  B.  Groves,  who  came 
from  Holland  to  America,  landing  at  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  in  1704.  The  name  has  undergone  a 
•change  in  spelling  since  that  time.  The  first  Joseph 
S.  Groves  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  and  his  son,  Joseph  S.  Groves  II, 
was  the  grandfather  of  Joseph  B.  Groves,  father  of 
Walter  C.  Groves  of  this  review.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  for  three  generations  the  eldest  son  on  the  paternal 
line  in  this  family  bore  the  name  of  Joseph.  The  great- 
grandfather served  as  an  officer  in  the  Continental  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  his  sword  is  now  in 
possession  of  the  family.  Joseph  B.  Groves,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  review,  married,  in  North  Carolina, 
Miss  Mary  Susan  Gore,  who  passed  away  a short  time 
afterward.  The  father,  however,  still  survives,  living 
in  the  old  home  in  North  Carolina. 

Walter  C.  Groves  was  reared  upon  the  plantation 
where  he  was  born  and  where  his  father  still  resides. 
The  property  is  the  old  Groves  estate  and  has  been  in 
the  possession  of  members  of  the  family  for  over  two 
hundred  years.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
North  Carolina  public  schools,  his  first  teacher  having 
been  the  widow  of  Henry  M.  Flagler,  the  Florida  capi- 
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talist.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  left  home 
in  order  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  and  his 
first  position  was  as  a section  hand  on  the  old  Wil- 
mington & Weldon  Railroad,  which  is  now  a part  of 
the  Atlantic  Coast  Line.  He  was  too  young  to  do  the 
work  of  a regular  hand  and  for  thirteen  months  drew 
the  princely  salary  of  thirteen  dollars  a month.  So 
rapidly  did  he  advance,  however,  that  when  he  was 
seventeen  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  fore- 
man at  forty  dollars  a month,  and  he  continued  in  this 
connection  until  1895,  when  he  resigned  and  went  to 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  joined  the  regular  army. 
He  enlisted  for  five  years  but  in  1898,  after  three 
years’  service,  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 
He  was  a member  of  Company  D,  Fifth  United  States 
Infantry,  and  was  stationed  at  Fort  McPherson,  near 
Atlanta,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American 
war,  when  his  regiment  was  transferred  to  Tampa 
and  thence  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  Louisiana.  For  two 
years  after  his  discharge  Mr.  Groves  served  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, first  at  Macon  and  later  at  San  Francisco. 
Resigning  this  position  early  in  the  year  1901,  he  was 
employed  in  the  contracting  business  of  W.  J.  Oliver, 
of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  one  of  the  largest  general 
contractors  in  the  Lffiited  States.  He  so  continued  for 
five  years.  In  1911  he  came  to  Miami  and  has  since 
remained  a resident  of  this  city.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  he  erected  on  Avenue  D,  at  the  corner  of 
Eleventh  street,  one  of  the  best  business  blocks  in 
the  city.  In  May  of  the  previous  year  he  had  pur- 
chased a lot,  one  hundred  by  one  hundred  feet  in 
dimensions,  paying  for  it  eighteen  thousand,  three 
hundred  dollars  in  cash.  He  built  upon  it  a two-story, 
solid  concrete  building,  with  one  hundred  feet  front- 
age on  Avenue  D and  ninety  feet  on  Eleventh  street. 
It  contains  on  the  lower  floor  four  business  offices, 
twenty-five  by  ninety  feet  in  dimensions,  all  fronting 
on  Avenue  D,  while  the  second  floor  has  been  fitted 
up  as  a hotel  on  the  European  plan,  called  The  Pied- 
mont. Since  completing  this  building,  which  is  known 
as  the  W.  C.  Groves  block,  Mr.  Groves  has  refused 
an  offer  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  and  it  will 
undoubtedly  increase  in  value  as  Miami  develops. 
This,  like  all  other  holdings  in  Mr.  Groves’  name,  is 
entirely  free  from  debt.  In  addition  he  owns  a great 
deal  of  valuable  real  estate,  improved  and  unim- 
proved, in  and  around  the  city  and  is  one  of  the  larg- 
est taxpayers  in  Dade  county,  his  income  from 
rentals  amounting  to  over  sixteen  hundred  dollars  a 
month  and  his  taxes  being  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars  a year.  A man  of  initiative,  of  business  enter- 
prises, of  constructive  and  executive  ability,  he  has 
made  these  qualities  the  foundation  of  a great  success 
and  that  success  he  has  won  worthily  and  used  well, 
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making  it  a factor  in  the  general  progress  and  a pow- 
erful element  in  the  growth  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Groves  married,  in  Macon,  Georgia,  February 
14,  1899,  Miss  Mary  Josephine  O’Connell,  and  both 
are  well  known  in  social  circles  of  Miami.  Mr. 
Groves  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  he  belongs 
also  to  the  Miami  and  the  Tarpon  Clubs.  He  is  con- 
nected through  investment  or  official  service  with  the 
Miami  Loan  & Investment  Company  of  which  he  is 
vice  president,  the  Acme  Brewing  Company  of  Macon, 
Georgia,  and  the  Georgia  Life  Insurance  Company. 
Few  if  any  business  men  in  the  city  are  better  known 
than  he,  for  he  has  constituted  himself  a factor  in 
business  advancement.  His  career  has  been  actuated 
by  a laudable  ambition  and  characterized  by  unfalter- 
ing industry,  combined  with  a close  adherence  to  a 
high  standard  of  business  ethics.  He  has  an  exten- 
sive and  representative  acquaintance  in  Miami  and 
his  fine  qualities  of  character  have  won  him  the 
unqualified  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 


J.  E.  DOUGLASS,  M.  D. 

Well  qualified  by  liberal  educational  training  for 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  profession,  Dr.  Douglass, 
throughout  the  period  of  his  residence  at  Tarpon 
Springs  has  enjoyed  a substantial  practice  and  has  the 
high  regard  of  his  professional  brethren.  He  was 
born  on  a farm  in  Early  county,  Georgia,  December 
11,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Elisha  and  Mary  (Collier) 
Douglass,  who  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina  respectively.  They  were  reared  in  the 
states  of  their  nativity  and  were  married  in  Georgia, 
where  their  remaining  days  were  passed.  The  father 
was  the  owner  of  an  extensive  plantation  and  had  a 
large  number  of  slaves,  owning  at  one  time  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven.  He  was  born  in  1809  and  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  while  his  wife, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1811,  was  seventy-six  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise. 

Dr.  Douglass  was  the  youngest  son  and  the  seventh 
in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  eight  children.  Two 
of  his  elder  brothers,  Irvin  B.  and  W.  H.  Douglass, 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  privates  in  a 
Georgia  regiment. 

Dr.  Douglass  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  under  the  parental  roof,  and  after  attending 
the  public  schools  continued  his  education  in  northern 
Georgia,  entering  Bowden  College.  Broad  literary 
learning  served  as  a foundation  upon  which  to  build 
his  professional  knowledge,  which  was  acquired  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Baltimore, 


from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1873. 
He  has  since  been  practicing,  covering  a period  of 
forty  years,  maintaining  an  office  at  Cuthbert,  Georgia, 
until  he  came  to  Tarpon  Springs  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1902.  His  ability  in  the  path  of  his  pro- 
fession has  been  widely  acknowledged  and  has 
brought  to  him  a liberal  practice.  Anything  tending 
to  bring  to  man  the  key  to  the  complex  mystery  which 
we  call  life  is  of  interest  to  him  and  he  has  always 
been  careful  to  conform  his  practice  to  the  highest 
standard  of  professional  ethics.  Dr.  Douglass  has 
made  investments  in  real  estate  at  Tarpon  Springs, 
owning  several  valuable  pieces  of  property,  and  his 
success  in  business  is  well  merited,  being  the  deserved 
reward  of  earnest  effort  and  capable  management. 

In  1873  Dr.  Douglass  was  married  to  Miss  Mis- 
souri Davis,  a native  of  Georgia,  who  passed  away 
in  that  state  in  1900.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  C.  B.,  who  is  serving  for  the  third  term  as 
city  clerk  of  Tarpon  Springs ; Tiny  Maude,  the  wife 
of  T.  P.  Selmar,  of  Quincy,  Florida ; Katie  Clyde,  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Stanford,  Jr.,  of  Jacksonville;  and 
Bruce,  the  wife  of  O.  S.  Ogletree,  of  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia. In  1905  Dr.  Douglass  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Claude  Williams,  a native 
of  Jackson,  Georgia.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Dr. 
Douglass  is  a Mason,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  the 
lodge  and  chapter.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Interested  in  public  measures, 
he  has  cooperated  in  various  plans  and  projects  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city  and  for  six  years  has  served  on  the 
city  council,  while  for  one  term  he  was  mayor  of 
Tarpon  Springs.  He  has  gained  many  friends  dur- 
ing his  residence  here  and  occupies  a high  position 
in  public  regard  as  a physician  and  citizen. 


FIENRY  H.  WESTER. 

Henry  H.  Wester,  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  upon  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Jackson  county,  near  Greenwood,  is  a native 
of  this  section,  born  January  26,  1859.  He  is  a son 
of  Elias  and  Elizabeth  (Bryant)  Wester,  who  were 
born  in  Georgia  and  came  to  Jackson  county  in 
pioneer  times.  The  father  followed  farming  in  this 
section  of  the  state  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  and  his  wife  have  passed  away,  leaving  six  chil- 
dren, who  survive  of  a family  of  fifteen  born  to 
their  union.  They  are  as  follows:  George  W.,  of 

Grand  Ridge;  John,  who  also  makes  his  home  in 
Grand  Ridge;  Henry  H.,  of  this  review;  and  Jeffer- 
son, Mathew  and  Edmund  P.,  all  of  whom  reside  in 
Grand  Ridge. 
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Henry  H.  Wester  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
farming,  spending  his  childhood  and  youth  upon  the 
homestead  and  becoming  acquainted  by  practical 
experience  with  all  the  details  of  farm  operation.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  Georgia  and  there 
engaged  in  general  farming  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Florida  and  in  1901  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Aside  from  raising  fine  crops  of  hay  and  various  kinds 
of  grain  he  is  also  extensively  interested  in  stock- 
raising,  this  forming  a very  profitable  source  of 
income  to  him.  He  is  attentive  to  his  farm  interests 
and  has  everything  on  hand  with  which  to  operate  his 
property  along  modern  scientific  lines. 

Mr.  Wester  married  Miss  Margaret  Alderman,  who 
passed  away  leaving  one  child,  Alvin,  who  lives  at 
home.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married 
Miss  Isey  Mitchell,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
children:  Edward  D.,  at  home;  Gertrude  and  Ike, 
both  of  whom  have  passed  away ; and  Oliver  and 
Georgie,  who  make  their  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Wester  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party  and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  an 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  man  and  in  the 
course  of  years  has  won  a success  which  makes  him 
today  an  important  factor  in  the  agricultural  advance- 
ment of  this  community. 


DAVID  F.  GRAMLING. 

David  F.  Gramling,  one  of  the  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Leon  county,  is  a native  son  of 
this  section,  born  October  19,  1846.  His  parents  were 
John  and  Mary  (Felkel)  Gramling,  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  who  came  to  Florida  in  the  Vos  and  located 
in  Leon  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away.  Of 
the  six  children  born  to  their  union  the  subject  of  this 
review  is  the  only  one  who  survives. 

After  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Leon  county,  David  F.  Gramling  began  his  inde- 
pendent career  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  turning  his 
attention  at  that  time  to  general  farming,  an  occupa- 
tion which  he  has  since  followed  with  constantly 
increasing  success.  He  owns  eight  hundred  acres  of 
land  near  Tallahassee  and  has  it  all  in  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  his  practical  and  progressive  methods 
having  been  rewarded  as  the  years  passed  by  a gratify- 
ing measure  of  prosperity. 

Mr.  Gramling  has  been  three  times  married.  He 
wedded  first  Miss  Anna  Whitehurst,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children : Lilia,  who  died  in  childhood ; 


Elexaena,  deceased ; and  Hallie,  who  lives  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
Mr.  Gramling  married  Miss  Mamie  Stanley,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  three  daughters : Myrtle ; O.  F., 
deceased;  and  Mamie.  Mr.  Gramling’s  third  wife  was 
in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Edna  Oliver,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  sons,  James,  Oliver  and 
Homer. 

Mr.  Gramling  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
He  has  served  as  game  warden  of  Leon  county  and  as 
deputy  sheriff.  He  has  lived  in  this  community  during 
his  entire  life  and  has  an  extensive  circle  of  friends 
here.  By  perseverence,  industry  and  determination 
he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  occu- 
pies a foremost  position  among  the  leading  agricul- 
turists of  this  section  of  the  state,  his  life  proving 
conclusively  that  success  may  be  attained  by  well 
directed  -and  honorable  labor. 


CFIARLES  JOSEPH  BUTLER. 

Charles  Joseph  Butler,  a well  known  and  prosperous 
resident  of  Butler  and  postmaster  of  the  town,  was 
born  in  Charleston  county,  South  Carolina,  August 
16,  1852.  He  is  a son  of  Elias  J.  and  Celia  E.  (Hud- 
son) Butler,  natives  of  that  state,  where  the  father 
followed  farming  during  his  entire  active  career  with 
the  exception  of  the  period  of  his  service  in  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  Civil  war.  He  died  in  1900 
and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1912.  To  their 
union  were  born  ten  children:  Charles  Toseph,  of  this 
review ; William  C.,  of  Jacksonboro,  South  Carolina ; 
Rebecca,  the  widow  of  J.  E.  Maywood,  of  South 
Carolina;  Samuel  F.,  who  resides  in  Savannah, 
Georgia ; Walter,  who  makes  his  home  in  Statesboro, 
Georgia  ; Elizabeth,  deceased  ; Elizabeth,  the  widow  of 
A.  E.  Northrup,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  L. 
Veronia,  also  a resident  of  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina; John  B.,  who  is  in  the  government  employ;  and 
Linnie,  the  wife  of  W.  E.  Pitsker,  of  Newport  News, 
Virginia. 

Until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty  Charles  J. 
Butler  remained  at  home,  aiding  in  the  operation  of  the 
family  homestead.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
manufacture  of  naval  stores,  following  that  occu- 
pation in  South  Carolina  until  1885.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  Florida  and  settled  in  Jackson  county,  where 
he  has  since  resided  and  where  his  honorable  and 
upright  life  and  high  standards  of  business  integrity 
have  made  him  prosperous  and  prominent.  He  is  an 
extensive  landholder,  owning  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Sneads  besides  town  lots  and  twenty-five 
hundred  acres  on  the  Chattahoochee.  For  a number  of 
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years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  turpentine  indus- 
try, being  one  of  the  factors  in  its  growth  in  this  part 
of  Florida,  and  he  is  also  a successful  general  farmer. 
In  addition  he  owns  a fine  general  mercantile  store  in 
Butler  and  has  here  built  up  a large  business,  having 
acquired  a liberal  patronage  by  reason  of  his  upright 
methods  and  his  courteous  and  prompt  service. 

Mr.  Butler  has  been  twice  married.  Fie  wedded 
first  Miss  Mary  E.  Hyman,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren: Leon  C.,  who  lives  in  Jacksonville;  and  Lulu, 
deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married 
Miss  Hattie  Walker,  who  passed  away  August  5,  1911. 

Mr.  Butler  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church  and 
politically  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party. 
Since  1898  he  has  served  as  postmaster  of  Butler, 
proving  an  able  and  conscientious  incumbent  of  that 
office  and  displaying  in  his  official  life  the  same  energy, 
initiative  and  enterprise  which  distinguish  and  make 
successful  his  business  career. 


CHARLES  LEWIS  BANDY. 

Charles  Lewis  Bandy,  now  in  the  fourth  term  of 
his  able  service  as  tax  collector  of  Osceola  county,  is 
one  of  the  most  far-sighted  and  discriminating  men 
in  public  life  in  this  section  and  has  gained  an  enviable 
reputation  in  official  circles  for  high  political  integrity 
and  effective  public  spirit.  He  has  been  a resident  of 
Kissimmee  since  1885  but  was  born  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  June  29,  1874.  He  completed  an  education 
begun  in  that  city  in  the  public  schools  of  Kissimmee 
and  after  laying  aside  his  books  learned  telegraphy, 
securing  his  first  employment  as  a telegraph  operator 
on  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railway,  working  in  this 
capacity  from  1896  to  1906.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
elected  tax  collector  of  Osceola  county  and  he  has 
served  by  reelection  since  that  time,  his  continued 
return  to  office  being  conclusive  evidence  of  the  secur- 
ity of  his  place  in  public  regard.  He  has  done  able  and 
conscientious  work  during  his  four  terms  of  service, 
has  initiated  many  needed  reforms  and  improvements 
and  has  proven  himself  eminently  capable,  efficient 
and  conscientious. 

Mr.  Bandy  married,  July  12,  1899,  Miss  Mary  T. 
Gilbert,  of  Kissimmee,  a daughter  of  James  R.  and 
Maria  B.  Gilbert,  the  former  for  fourteen  years  treas- 
urer of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bandy  have  one 
son,  Richard  Gilbert,  who  was  born  August  20,  1908. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Bandy  has  extensive  and  important 
affiliations,  holding  membership  in  the  Masonic  lodge 
and  chapter;  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he 
is  past  chancellor;  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  of 
which  he  is  past  commander;  and  the  Independent 


Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  has  always  taken  a keen 
interest  in  public  affairs  and  aside  from  his  present 
office  served  from  1907  to  1909  as  a member  of  the 
Kissimmee  city  council  He  never  withholds  his  sup- 
port from  any  project  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  and  during  the  period  of  his 
residence  here  has  become  a recognized  leader  in  the 
field  of  municipal  advancement. 


LEWIS  TAYLOR. 

Lewis  Taylor,  of  Butler,  now  in  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  his  able  service  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
notary  public,  is  a native  of  Jackson  county,  born 
January  29,  1851.  He  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Eliza 
(Hatton)  Taylor,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  who 
came  to  Florida  in  1833.  Here  the  father  engaged  in 
farming  and  became  prosperous  and  successful,  follow- 
ing general  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jackson  county 
until  his  death.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  The  others  were:  William  H.,  of  Green- 
wood; Mary  and  Lydia,  both  of  whom  are  deceased; 
Jesse  W.,  a resident  of  Nashville,  Tennessee;  and 
Irene,  who  has  also  passed  away. 

Lewis  Taylor,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  spent 
his  childhood  upon  his  father’s  homestead  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  turned  his  attention  to  the  mercan- 
tile business,  in  which  he  engaged  in  Greenwood  for 
six  years,  moving  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Sneads, 
where  he  conducted  a mercantile  establishment  for 
fifteen  years.  Fie  afterward  came  to  Butler,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he 
has  been  notary  public  and  justice  of  the  peace  and 
has  proved  himself  during  the  period  active,  capable 
and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
belongs  to  the  Baptist  church  and  is  a man  who  has  won 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  associates  by  reason  of  a 
life  honorable,  straightforward  and  upright  in  all  its 
phases. 


HENRY  A.  B.  McKENZIE. 

The  work  of  the  newspaper  man,  as  it  affects  gen- 
eral development  and  advancement,  has  become  of 
more  and  more  importance  as  the  years  have  passed, 
and  as  the  custodian  of  public  opinion  and  the  educator 
of  public  ideals,  the  newspaper  publicist  occupies 
today  a position  second  to  none  in  material,  moral  and 
political  movements.  Henry  A.  B.  McKenzie,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Palatka  Times-Herald,  of  Palatka, 
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Florida,  is  an  ideal  man  of  his  profession,  devoting  his 
energies  largely  to  giving  the  public  a clean,  readable, 
progressive  journal.  As  is  but  natural,  he  has  also 
played  an  important  role  in  public  life  not  only  in  his 
city  but  also  in  the  state. 

Born  at  Barnwell,  South  Carolina,  November  23, 
1848,  Flenry  A.  B.  McKenzie  is  the  second  son  of 
Solomon  W.  and  Eliza  McKenzie,  pioneer  settlers, 
slave  owners  and  prominent  planters  of  Barnwell 
county,  South  Carolina.  In  the  acquirement  of  his 
education  Henry  McKenzie  attended  school  at 
Augusta,  Georgia,  and  after  laying  aside  his  text- 
books entered  the  newspaper  business,  becoming  con- 
nected with  the  Augusta  Chronicle,  in  the  employ  of 
which  paper  he  remained  until  1886.  That  year  marks 
his  advent  in  Florida,  where  he  first  purchased  orange 
grove  property  at  Fruitland  and  Como,  Putnam 
county.  In  1889  he  established  the  Palatka  Times, 
giving  the  best  of  his  ability  and  his  sole  attention  to 
the  development  of  the  enterprise.  This  paper  was 
later  merged  with  the  Palatka  Herald,  the  latter  being 
founded  in  1869,  and  is  now  published  by  Mr. 
McKenzie  as  the  Palatka  Times-Herald,  it  being  the 
third  oldest  paper  in  Florida.  As  the  years  have 
passed  the  circulation  of  the  Times-Herald  has 
increased  in  a gratifying  manner,  bespeaking  the  pop- 
ularity of  the  paper,  which  excels  in  up-to-date  news 
service,  its  articles  being  clearly  written  and  presented 
without  bias,  and  in  editorials  which  are  strong  and 
forceful  and  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
paper.  Other  features  make  the  Times-Herald  an 
ideal  family  and  farm  paper  and  as  its  popularity  has 
increased  its  advertising  columns  have  also  shown  a 
healthy  growth.  From  a technical  point  of  view, 
plant  and  equipment  are  up-to-date  and  the  best  to  be 
procured,  and  typographically  the  paper  stands  as  an 
example  of  concise,  simple,  yet  impressive  printers’ 
art.  From  the  financial  standpoint  it  is  a highly  grati- 
fying success,  its  prosperous  condition  being  entirely 
due  to  the  able  management  of  Mr.  McKenzie. 

In  1874,  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  Henry  A.  B. 
McKenzie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma  Elizabeth 
Redfern  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Estelle;  Belle;  Henry  S.,  editor 
of  the  Palatka  Times-Herald  and  member  of  the 
Florida  legislature  during  the  session  of  1911  and  the 
special  session  of  1912;  and  Albert  C.,  a student  of  the 
Atlanta  College  of  Medicine. 

Mr.  McKenzie  always  has  exhibited  strong  political 
tendencies  and  is  a lifelong,  stanch  democrat,  occupy- 
ing an  important  position  in  the  local  councils  of  his 
party,  his  influence  even  extending  into  the  affairs  of 
the  state.  For  several  terms  he  has  served  as  mayor 
of  Palatka  Heights,  giving  the  city  a businesslike 
administration.  As  member  of  the  Florida  legislature 


during  the  sessions  of  1907  and  1909  he  did  important 
committee  work  and  was  often  active  on  the  floor  in 
promoting  measures  of  general  benefit  and  particularly 
those  of  interest  to  his  constituents.  Fraternally  Mr. 
McKenzie  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 
Other  sides  of  his  nature  are  presented  and  manifest 
through  his  membership  in  the  Palatka  Board  of 
Trade,  in  which  organization  he  can  always  be  found 
in  hearty  cooperation  with  those  men  who  make  it 
their  aim  to  promote  general  progress.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Palatka  Library  Association.  In  fact 
there  are  few  public  interests  with  which  Mr. 
McKenzie  is  not  affiliated  or  in  which  he  does  not 
interest  himself,  and  his  energetic  activities  must  be 
considered  a forceful  and  serviceable  factor  in  pro- 
moting advancement  along  many  lines  of  human 
endeavor.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  he  is  active  in  the  promotion  of  the  local 
organization  which  represents  that  denomination  and 
readily  gives  his  moral  and  material  support  to  all 
church  work.  High  commendation  is  due  him  for 
what  he  has  achieved,  but  his  personal  attainments  are 
overshadowed  by  the  important  work  of  a public  char- 
acter which  he  has  rendered  so  efficiently  to  his  section 
of  the  state  as  the  years  have  passed. 


CHARLES  L.  FIOBBS. 

Charles  L.  Hobbs,  of  Blountstown,  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  banking  business  in  various  capacities 
since  the  age  of  nineteen  and  has  gained  a prominent 
and  representative  place  in  financial  circles  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Hamilton,  North 
Carolina,  August  7,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  James  A.  and 
Annie  Deborah  (Long)  Hobbs.  The  father  is  of 
English  and  the  mother  of  Huguenot  descent  and  the 
former  has  been  well  known  in  public  life  in  his  section 
of  North  Carolina  for  mairy  years,  serving  at  present  as 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  at  Williamstown.  He  and 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  five  children. 

Charles  L.  Hobbs  began  his  independent  career  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  as  a telegraph  operator  in  Plymouth, 
North  Carolina,  and  held  positions  along  this  line  in 
Virginia,  Georgia  and  Florida  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  banking, 
securing  a position  in  a bank  at  Titusville,  this  state, 
and  he  has  since  remained  associated  with  the  banking 
business,  rising  rapidly  by  reason  of  his  energy,  in- 
dustry and  ability.  Fie  has  held  responsible  positions 
in  Sanford,  Miami  and  Blountstown,  where  he  now 
resides  and  where  he  has  gained  recognition  as  an 
expert  and  reliable  financier.  Since  beginning  his 
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active  career  he  has  always  been  interested  in  farming 
and  horticulture  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  growth  of  these  industries  and  to  establish 
modern  and  scientific  methods  of  work. 

Mr.  Hobbs  married  Miss  Jessie  Josephine  De  Rieux 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Helen  G.,  Fannie  R.  and  James  M.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Hobbs  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Columbian  Woodmen. 
He  is  an  Episcopalian  in  his  religious  beliefs,  while  his 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church.  They  are 
people  of  exemplary  character  and  are  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  in  Blountstown,  where  they  have  an  ex- 
tensive circle  of  friends. 


JOHN  J.  MURPHY. 

John  J.  Murphy,  controlling  large  turpentine  in- 
terests in  Jackson  county,  was  born  in  Warrington, 
Escambia  county,  Florida,  June  28,  1867.  He  is  a son 
of  James  and  Mary  (Murphy)  Murphy,  natives  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  this  state  in  early  times  and 
settled  at  Warrington,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business  until  a few  years  prior  to  his 
death,  when  he  retired.  To  their  union  were  born 
seven  children:  Mary,  deceased;  Rosie,  the  wife  of 
William  O’Neil,  of  Warrington;  Catherine,  Johanna 
and  Lizzie,  who  have  passed  away;  John  J.,  of  this 
review;  and  William  S.,  of  Gonzales,  Florida. 

John  J.  Murphy  began  his  active  career  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  when  he  began  working  in  the  lumber 
woods,  remaining  engaged  in  that  occupation  for  about 
twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  turpentine  industry,  which  now  forms 
one  of  the  greatest  of  Florida’s  resources,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  has  been  identified  with  it, 
his  activities  effecting  an  important  way  the  general 
development  of  the  section.  He  owns  two  thousand 
acres  of  land  and  with  the  exception  of  about  one 
hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing, this  is  all  planted  in  turpentine-producing  trees. 
Mr.  Murphy  manages  his  interests  carefully  and  con- 
servatively and  has  met  with  success  in  his  under- 
takings, standing  today  among  the  representative  and 
successful  men  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Murphy  married  Miss  Mary  F.  Gibson,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children : Edna  E., 
and  Mary  Etta,  at  home ; Lillian,  deceased ; Ernest  I., 
Esther,  William  E.  and  Lulu  E.,  all  of  whom  are  still 
with  their  parents;  and  John  J.  and  Vernon  Howard. 
In  politics  Mr.  Mffirphy  is  a stanch  democrat  and  his 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  He  is  justly  accorded  a place 


among  the  representative  citizens  of  Jackson  county, 
for  he  belongs  to  that  class  of  men  whose  enterprising 
spirit  is  used  not  alone  for  their  own  benefit  but  also 
for  the  advancement  of  the  public  prosperity. 


SOLON  Z.  RUFF. 

I he  name  of  Solon  Z.  Ruff  is  well  known  in  vari- 
ous fields  of  activity  throughout  the  south  and  in  all 
it  stands  for  progress,  reform  and  advancement.  He 
was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  able  railroad  con- 
struction engineers  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  where  he 
has  also  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  architect  and 
landscape  gardener,  while  today  as  manager  of  the 
hlorida  Pecan  Endowment  Company  he  controls  the 
largest  and  most  productive  pecan  groves  in  the  south. 
He  is  a native  of  Georgia,  born  April  12,  1861,  a son 
of  Solon  Z.  Ruff,  who  was  professor  of  mathematics 
in  the  Georgia  Military  Institute.  The  father  com- 
manded the  Eighteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  Hoods’ 
Texas  Brigade  and  Longstreet’s  Corps  in  the  army 
of  the  Confederacy,  in  the  Civil  war  and  together 
with  one  private  and  two  colonels  fell  inside  Fort 
Saunders  when  it  was  attacked,  November  24,  1863. 
He  had  received  the  commission  of  brigadier  general 
on  the  day  of  his  death.  The  commander  of  the  fort 
had  special  coffins  made  for  the  bodies  of  the  dead 
heroes  and  all  were  buried  with  full  military  honors. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  dying  in  1907.  To  their  union  were  born 
two  children : Mrs.  J.  O.  Hardwick  of  Atlanta, 

Georgia;  and  Solon  Z.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

When  Solon  Z.  Ruff  began  his  independent  career 
he  acted  as  construction  engineer  for  the  North  East- 
ern of  Georgia  Railroad,  remaining  in  that  capacity 
for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  became 
connected  with  the  East  & West  of  Alabama  Rail- 
road and  after  four  years  was  advanced  to  the  posi- 
tion of  chief  engineer  and  roadmaster.  His  next  con- 
nection was  with  the  Rome  & Decatur  Railroad,  with 
which  he  remained  for  some  time,  or  until  the  line 
went  into  the  hands  of  a receiver,  when  he  was 
appointed  by  the  courts  to  act  as  receiver  and  empow- 
ered to  make  any  rates  or  schedules  which  he  deemed 
best  without  consulting  any  of  the  railroad  commis- 
sions. Mr.  Ruff  is  justly  proud  of  his  record  in  this 
capacity,  having  accomplished  the  work  without  a 
single  law  suit.  When  it  was  completed  he  became 
chief  locating  engineer  for  the  Chattanooga,  Rome  & 
Columbus  Railroad.  He  was  afterward  chief  engi- 
neer for  the  Tifton,  Thomasville  & Gulf  Line  but  in 
1891  abandoned  railroading,  having  in  the  course  of 
his  connection  with  it  laid  more  miles  of  track  with 
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the  same  number  of  men  in  one  day  than  were  ever 
laid  by  any  other  construction  engineer.  In  1891  Mr. 
Ruff  turned  his  attention  to  landscape  architecture, 
becoming  connected  with  the  Kirkwood  Land  Com- 
pany, for  whom  he  worked  in  Atlanta,  Georgia — - 
Fred  Law  Olmstead,  of  Brookline,  Masachusetts, 
being  consulting  architect.  Mr.  Ruff’s  principal  work 
during  this  period  was  the  construction  of  Ansley 
Park,  in  Atlanta,  an  enterprise  which  occupied  all  of 
his  time  for  seven  years.  He  came  to  Florida  in 
April,  1911,  and  is  here  extensively  interested  in 
pecan  growing,  being  in  charge  of  all  of  the  work 
of  the  Florida  Pecan  Endowment  Company.  This 
concern  controls  forty-five  hundred  acres  in  pecan 
groves  in  Leon  county,  the  largest  holdings  of  this 
kind  in  the  world,  and  in  the  management  of  these 
interests  Mr.  Ruff  is  proving  thoroughly  satisfactory, 
far-sighted  and  efficient.  He  is  president  of  the  Talla- 
hassee Board  of  Trade  and  active  in  the  promotion 
of  the  general  business  interests  of  the  city,  his  indi- 
vidual success  and  the  constructive  work  he  has 
accomplished  placing  him  among  the  leading  men  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Ruff  married  Miss  Annabel  Daniels  and  they 
have  two  children,  Adelaide  and  Fielding  Arnold. 
Mr.  Ruff  is  a Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  has  attained 
the  thirty-second  degree  in  that  order.  He  belongs  to 
Gates  City  Lodge,  No.  2,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Atlanta,  and 
is  a Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  connected  also 
with  the  Elks,  and  his  religious  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  church.  Although 
he  has  lived  in  Tallahassee  only  a short  time,  he  is 
widely  known  here  and  has  gained  the  high  regard 
of  all  who  have  been  associated  with  him.  He  is  a 
public-spirited  citizen  who  seeks  the  benefit  of  the 
community  along  lines  of  progress,  reform  and  im- 
provement, and  his  cooperation  can  always  be  counted 
upon  to  further  any  movement  for  the  general  good. 


CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  HARVEY  DURKEE. 

Captain  Joseph  Harvey  Durkee,  a Union  veteran, 
who  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death  figured  prom- 
inently in  the  social,  political  and  business  activity  of 
Jacksonville,  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York, 
July  16,  1837,  and  was  a son  of  Samuel  D.  Durkee,  who 
cultivated  a farm,  which  had  been  in  possession  of  his 
ancestors  for  more  than  one  hundred  years.  The 
family,  of  English  origin,  was  founded  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1640.  Benjamin  D.,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Captain  Durkee,  penetrated  in  the  wilderness  of  west- 
ern New  York  and  became  the  owner  of  the  estate, 
which  has  since  been  the  homestead  of  his  descendants. 


Samuel  D.  Durkee  was  united  in  marriage  to  Laura 
Hurd,  a native  of  Oneida  county,  who  possessed  a 
strongly  marked  character  and  sturdy  qualities  of  the 
best  type  of  American  womanhood. 

While  spending  his  youthful  days  on  the  ancestral 
farm  Captain  Durkee  attended  the  common  schools  and 
continued  his  education  in  Hamilton  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1861.  A north- 
ern man  by  training  and  instinct,  and  believing  firmly 
in  the  supremacy  of  Federal  power,  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war  he  joined  the  Sixteenth  New  York 
Volunteers,  known  as  “Garrard’s  Tigers,”  and  at  the 
organization  of  his  company  was  elected  its  second 
lieutenant,  while  later  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain.  He  lost  an  arm  at  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville  in  May,  1863,  and  was  also  shot  through  the  body 
and  taken  prisoner.  Llis  shattered  arm  was  amputated 
by  Dr.  Todd,  who  was  the  brother  of  the  wife  of 
President  Lincoln  and  was  one  of  the  Confederate 
surgeons.  A few  days  later  Captain  Durkee  was 
paroled  and  sent  home.  After  he  had  sufficiently  re- 
covered, again  to  engage  in  active  military  duty,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  charge  of  paroled  prisoners  at  Annap- 
olis. In  the  following  November  he  was  appointed 
inspector-general  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Divi- 
sion, Fifth  Army  Corps,  and  continued  on  active  duty 
until  May,  1864,  when,  after  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania, 
he  was  so  debilitated  by  his  old  wounds,  as  to  be  com- 
pelled to  ask  for  relief  from  field  service.  He  joined 
the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  with  the  rank  of  captain 
and  was  on  duty  at  Washington  the  night  of  the  assas- 
sination of  President  Lincoln.  He  was  the  first  to  carry 
the  news  of  that  terrible  event  to  the  war  department 
and  to  have  the  reserves  called  out.  He  was  honored 
by  being  one  of  the  officers  to  escort  the  body  of  the 
martyr  president  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  received 
from  congress  a gold  medal  for  his  part  in  the  sad 
ceremony. 

For  some  years  after  the  actual  close  of  the  war 
Captain  Durkee  continued  in  the  government  service 
and  in  December,  1865,  was  sent  to  Florida  as  a repre- 
sentative to  the  Freedman’s  bureau,  his  duties  being 
those  of  disbursing  officer  and  superintendent  of 
schools.  He  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  until 
January,  1868,  when  he  resigned  and  retired  from  the 
army.  Florida’s  natural  attractions  and  opportunities 
proved  an  argument  for  residence  which  he  could  not 
resist  and  he  determined  to  take  up  his  permanent 
abode  in  this  state.  Settling  in  Jacksonville  he  studied 
law  and  in  1879  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Duval  county 
recognized  his  worth  as  a man  and  citizen  and  in  1872 
he  was  appointed  county  sheriff,  which  position  he 
filled  for  two  years.  Subsequently  he  was  elected  to 
the  state  senate  and  the  indorsement  of  his  service  in 
that  connection  came  to  him  in  a reelection,  but  before 
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the  close  of  his  second  term  he  resigned  to  accept  an 
appointment  to  the  office  of  United  States  marshal  for 
the  northern  district  of  Florida.  He  acted  in  that 
capacity  until  1885,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation 
and  became  master  of  chancery  of  the  United  States 
courts.  In  1876  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the 
Florida  Central  Railroad  and  later  held  the  same  rela- 
tion to  other  railways  in  the  state.  His  activities  in 
support  of  public  improvements  and  progress  in  Jack- 
sonville produced  results,  and  the  city  numbered  him 
among  her  valued  residents.  He  was  president  of  the 
Loan  & Improvement  Company,  of  the  Cemetery  As- 
sociation and  of  the  Seminole  Club.  His  life  through- 
out the  period  of  his  residence  in  Florida  was  one  of 
intense  and  well  directed  activity,  and  his  labors 
were  an  effective  element  in  promoting  general  progress 
and  improvement. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1869,  Captain  Durkee 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Cora  L.  Eaverson,  nee 
Wilcox,  of  Baltimore,  who  survives  him,  as  does,  also, 
their  only  son,  the  latter  being  Dr.  Jay  Harvey  Durkee, 
a well  known  physician  of  Jacksonville. 

On  the  nth  of  August,  1905,  Captain  Durkee  died, 
and  upon  the  occasion  of  his  passing  the  city  of  Jack- 
sonville lost  one  of  her  foremost  citizens — a patriot  in 
war  and  a model  citizen  in  peace.  Captain  Durkee’s 
services  proved  to  be  a distinct  asset  to  his  adopted  city 
and  state,  and  his  name  is  held  in  affectionate  memory 
by  Jacksonville’s  citizenship. 


JAY  HARVEY  DURKEE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Jay  Harvey  Durkee  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Jacksonville  since 
February,  1898,  and  in  the  intervening  period  has 
established  his  position  as  an  able,  learned  and  con- 
scientious practitioner.  He  was  born  in  Maryland, 
September  18,  1870,  and  is  the  only  son  of  the  late 
Captain  Joseph  Harvey  Durkee,  whose  sketch  appears 
above.  Dr.  Durkee  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  Jacksonville,  although  he  went  north  for  a 
part  of  his  education.  His  classical  course  was  pursued 
in  Hamilton  College  at  Clinton,  New  York,  where  he 
won  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  while  in  1895  his 
alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  the  Master  of  Arts 
degree.  His  professional  training  was  received  in  the 
Columbia  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1895,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
During  the  succeeding  two  years  he  was  assistant 
gynecologist  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  in  Baltimore, 
and  in  February,  1898,  he  located  in  Jacksonville  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  His  thorough  knowl- 
edge, training  and  hospital  experience  well  qualified 


him  for  the  onerous  duties  which  have  since  devolved 
upon  him.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  advance  work 
of  the  profession  through  the  discussion  of  important 
problems  before  the  Duval  County  Medical  Society  and 
the  Florida  State  Medical  Society,  to  both  of  which 
he  belongs.  He  also  reads  broadly  the  current  litera- 
ture of  the  profession  and  he  holds  the  position  of 
secretary  of  the  board  of  medical  examiners  of  the 
state,  which  is  indicative  of  his  high  professional  stand- 
ing. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1897,  Dr.  Durkee  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Allison,  of  Stony 
Point,  New  York,  and  they  have  five  children,  three 
daughters  and  two  sons,  as  follows : Cordelia  Allison, 
Margaret  Regina,  Joseph  Harvey,  Allison,  and  Brew- 
ster Jay.  They  occupy  an  enviable  place  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  city,  the  hospitality  of  the  best  homes  in 
Jacksonville  being  freely  accorded  them.  That  Dr. 
Durkee  has  led  an  upright,  honorable  life,  commending 
him  to  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men, is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  many  of  his  stanchest 
friends  are  those  who  have  known  him  from  his  boy- 
hood to  the  present  time. 


DANIEL  PERKINS  SMITH. 

Along  various  lines  of  business  and  political  activ- 
ity Daniel  Perkins  Smith  has  done  beneficial  work  for 
New  Smyrna  and  Volusia  county  for  many  years,  his 
industry,  ambition  and  enterprise  being  important 
elements  in  his  own  success  and  factors  in  the  contin- 
ued growth  of  the  community  where  he  makes  his 
home.  He  has  a record  of  twenty-two  years’  contin- 
uous service  as  tax  collector  of  Volusia  county  and 
in  the  field  of  business  his  labors  have  been  equally 
effective  and  far-reaching,  touching  many  vital  phases 
of  the  business  life  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Lake 
City,  Florida,  in  1862  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  P.  and 
Cornelia  E.  (Hopkins)  Smith,  the  former  a merchant 
in  Duval  county  and  tax  collector  for  a number  of 
years.  The  mother  is  a daughter  of  Benjamin  J. 
Hopkins. 

Daniel  P.  Smith  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Jacksonville  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
came  to  New  Smyrna,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  was  for  a time  connected  with  a steamship  com- 
pany and  with  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad  and 
was  also  active  as  a general  merchant.  In  the  years 
that  have  since  passed  he  has  extended  and  broadened 
his  business  interests  until  they  are  today  representa- 
tive and  important.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Vol- 
usia County  Naval  Stores  Company,  vice  president  of 
the  De  Land  Naval  Stores  Company  and  connected 
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with  the  Rogers  Naval  Stores  Company.  He  is  also 
prominently  identified  with  orange-growing  interests 
here,  owning  a twenty-seven  acre  grove  inside  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  the  city.  In  New  Smyrna  he  is  known 
as  an  aggressive  worker  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
community,  giving  his  cooperation  and  active  support 
to  all  progressive  public  measures.  He  has  erected 
many  of  the  finest  buildings,  being  now  the  owner  of 
four  brick  and  stone  stores  and  three  other  buildings 
of  a similar  character  besides  half  a block  on  Hills- 
boro and  Canal  streets.  In  1891  he  was  elected  tax 
collector  of  Volusia  county  and  has  since  served,  his 
worth  and  fidelity  in  positions  of  public  trust  being 
evident  in  his  continued  reelection.  He  has  also  been 
justice  of  the  peace  in  New  Smyrna. 

In  1890  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Carrie  E.  Lowd 
and  they  have  four  children,  Cornelia  Thelma,  Gladys 
Victoria,  Daniel  Perkins,  Jr.,  and  Allen  Lowd.  Air. 
Smith  attends  the  Episcopal  church,  and  fraternally 
is  connected  with  the  Elks,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World 
and  the  Alasonic  order.  He  has  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degree  in  the  latter  organization  and  belongs  to 
the  lodge  and  to  the  shrine.  He  stands  for  progress  at 
all  times  and  seeks  his  own  success  and  the  city’s  ad- 
vancement by  no  devious  methods  but  along  lines  of 
activity  which  will  bear  the  closest  investigation  and 
scrutiny. 


P.  B.  WILSON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  P.  B.  Wilson,  a prominent  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  Sneads,  who  recently  went  to  New  Orleans  to 
take  a post-graduate  course  in  medicine,  is  known  as 
one  of  the  most  able  representatives  of  his  profession 
in  his  section  of  the  state  and  his  continued  studies 
indicate  his  desire  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  most 
modern  medical  thought.  He  was  born  in  Holly 
Springs,  Mississippi,  October  25,  1871,  and  is  a son 
of  Dr.  F.  C.  and  Elizabeth  V.  (Afaxwell)  Wilson,  of 
whom  more  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

In  the  acquirement  of  his  early  education  Dr.  Wil- 
son attended  the  public  schools  of  Chipley  and  was 
later  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  that  city. 
Having  determined  to  study  medicine,  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Alabama 
at  Mobile  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1895.  He  came  immediately  to  Sneads,  where  he 
resided  until  1913,  securing  during  that  time  a large 
and  representative  practice  as  the  result  of  his  able 
and  comprehensive  knowledge  and  high  standards  of 
professional  ethics.  Dr.  Wilson  served  capably  and 
conscientiously  for  some  time  as  a member  of  the 


state  examining  board  but  severed  this  connection 
when  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  is  pursuing 
important  post-graduate  work. 

Dr.  Wilson  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Lulu  Butler,  a daughter  of  C.  J.  Butler,  of 
Butler,  Florida.  His  second  union  was  with  Miss 
Bonnie  B.  Stapleton,  whom  he  wedded  on  the  20th  of 
December,  1900,  and  to  them  six  children  were  born: 
Elizabeth;  Irene,  deceased;  Percy  and  Bonnie  B., 
twins  ; Evelyn  ; and  Robert. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  church, 
and  fraternally  belongs  to  the  Alasonic  order,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  keeps  abreast  with  the  profession  in  its  onward 
march,  continually  broadening  his  knowledge  by 
study,  research  and  investigation  until  today  his  ability 
places  him  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  medical  frater- 
nity in  Jackson  county. 


AUGUST  GEIGER. 

August  Geiger,  who  has  won  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion as  a talented  and  able  architect  and  who  has 
gained  a representative  and  growing  patronage  among 
the  citizens  of  Miami,  is  one  of  the  well  known  and 
progressive  young  business  men  of  the  city.  He  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  September  2,  1888, 
and  comes  of  old  German  stock,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, also  August  Geiger,  having  come  to  the  United 
States  from  the  fatherland  in  the  early  ’40s.  Mr. 
Geiger  is  a son  of  Louis  and  Alargaretha  (Retten- 
rneyer)  Geiger,  natives  of  New  York  city.  The  father 
was  a manufacturer  of  moldings  and  all  kinds  of  fine 
woodwork  for  interior  decorations  and  did  an  exten- 
sive and  profitable  business  in  New  Haven,  where  he 
removed  from  New  York.  For  the  last  twelve  years 
prior  to  his  death,  in  1911,  it  was  his  custom  to  spend 
the  winters  at  his  grove  four  miles  west  of  Miami. 
His  widow  still  retains  the  property  and  spends  each 
winter  season  in  this  city. 

August  Geiger  was  reared  in  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, and  was  educated  in  its  public  and  high 
schools,  later  attending  Boardman's  Manual  Train- 
ing School,  where  he  spent  four  years  until  his  grad- 
uation. ITaving  a natural  talent  for  drawing  and 
designing,  he  determined  to  study  architecture  and 
accordingly  entered  the  office  of  a firm  of  architects, 
with  whom  he  continued  for  some  time.  Ever  since 
he  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  architecture 
either  as  a student  or  as  a practitioner  and  in  this 
field  his  labors  have  already  won  him  distinction  and 
honor.  For  many  years  it  was  his  custom  to  accom- 
pany his  parents  to  Miami  each  winter  and  he  thus 
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became  interested  in  Florida  and  Dade  county.  In 
1905  lie  made  permanent  location  here.  For  a time 
he  was  connected  with  an  architectural  firm  but  in 
1911  he  opened  his  own  office,  where  he  has  since  con- 
ducted a large  and  growing  business,  requiring  the 
employment  of  two  assistants.  Fie  is  easily  among 
the  leading  architects  of  the  city,  his  buildings  being 
artistic  in  design  and  convenient  in  arrangement. 

Mr.  Geiger  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and 
along  lines  of  his  profession  is  affiliated  with  the  State 
Association  of  Architects.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
most  advanced  thought  in  his  profession,  in  which  he 
has  already  attained  a position  of  prominence,  and  his 
many  friends  in  Miami  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  for 
him  continued  progress  in  his  chosen  line. 


NATHANIEL  S.  UPCHURCH. 

Nathaniel  S.  Upchurch,  who  is  living  retired  in 
Jacksonville,  was  born  near  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
in  1825.  He  is  a son  of  Gilbert  and  Lucretia  (Mills) 
Upchurch  and  is  a representative  of  old  colonial 
families,  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers 
having  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Nathaniel  S.  Upchurch  acquired  his  education 
through  his  own  efforts  and  in  early  life  left  North 
Carolina  and  went  to  Georgia,  coming  from  that 
state  to  Callahan,  Florida,  where  he  engaged  for  some 
time  in  the  general  merchandise  business.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  accepted  a contract  to  main- 
tain the  Cuba  telegraph  line  and  built  the  first  line 
from  Doctor  Town,  Georgia,  to  Live  Oak,  Florida. 
As  quickly  as  the  wires  were  torn  down  by  the  fed- 
eral troops  Mr.  Upchurch  and  his  helpers  rebuilt  them 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
When  Lee  surrendered  it  was  he  who  announced  the 
great  news  at  Lake  City.  After  peace  was  declared 
Mr.  Upchurch  was  put  in  charge  of  the  land  depart- 
ment as  protection  agent  for  the  old  Florida  Railroad 
lines  and  for  twenty  years  continued  to  serve  in  that 
capacity,  doing  straightforward,  beneficial  and  far- 
sighted work.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to 
Jacksonville,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  retired 
from  active  life  about  1900,  having  earned  leisure  and 
rest  by  many  years  of  straightforward,  honorable  and 
well  directed  labor. 

Mr.  Upchurch  married,  in  1858,  Miss  Sarah  Eliza 
Parker,  of  Florida,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows:  Benjamin 
F.,  John  J.,  Ella  Agnes,  George  W.,  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
Nathaniel  S.,  Jr.,  Walter  D.,  Noble  A.,  Edward  P. 
and  Frederick  B.  Of  these  children  Benjamin  F., 


Ella  Agnes  and  George  W.  are  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Upchurch  are  highly  esteemed  throughout  the 
community  in  which  they  reside,  having  ever  dis- 
played those  sterling  traits  of  character  which  every- 
where gain  confidence  and  regard. 


WILLIAM  T.  PENDER. 

Jackson  county  finds  a worthy  representative  of  its 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  in  William  T. 
Pender,  who  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  land  near 
Sneads.  He  is  a native  son  of  Jackson  county, 
Florida,  born  December  1,  1865,  his  parents  being 
Marmaduke  and  Mary  (Wells)  Pender.  They  were 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  in  1856  came  to  Florida, 
locating  on  a farm  in  Jackson  county,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  end 
of  the  Civil  war  the  family  moved  to  Maurv  county, 
Tennessee,  where  they  made  their  home  for  many 
years.  Both  parents  have  passed  away.  To  their 
union  were  born  ten  children : William  D.,  of  Green- 
wood; R.  R.,  a resident  of  the  same  locality;  Emma 
D.,  of  Columbia,  Tennessee ; Margaret,  the  widow  of 
R.  Reese  Atkinson,  of  Columbia,  Tennessee;  L.  S. 
and  N.  L.,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Greenwood,  Flor- 
ida; E.  M.,  of  Chipley;  J.  B.,  of  Columbia,  Tennes- 
see; William  T.,  of  this  review;  and  Birdie,  deceased. 

Born  in  Jackson  county,  Florida,  William  T.  Pen- 
der removed  with  the  family  to  Tennessee  in  his  child- 
hood, location  being  made  in  Maury  county.  There 
he  received  his  education,  early  acquiring  valuable 
agricultural  knowledge  under  the  guidance  of  his 
father.  When  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  returned 
to  Florida,  beginning  his  independent  career.  Turning 
his  attention  to  farming,  he  invested  in  land  and 
engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock- 
raising.  After  a few  years  he  also  became  identified 
with  the  mercantile  business,  being  successful  along 
both  lines.  Much  of  his  time,  however,  was  given  to 
his  agricultural  operations  and  in  time  he  acquired 
eight  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Sneads.  He  has 
since  disposed  of  some  of  his  holdings,  holding  title 
today  to  four  hundred  acres,  and  upon  this  fine  tract 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  both 
branches  of  his  business  being  important  and  profit- 
able. His  farm  is  a valuable  property,  well  improved 
and  developed,  its  neat  and  attractive  appearance 
affording  excellent  evidence  of  Mr.  Pender’s  careful 
supervision  and  practical  methods. 

On  January  11,  1893,  Mr.  Pender  married  Miss 
Beulah  Sewell,  a daughter  of  Hilary  and  Mary  (Tay- 
lor) Sewell,  the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  latter  of  Florida.  The  father  came  to  this 
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state  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
engaged  in  farming  here  until  his  death.  His  wife 
has  also  passed  away.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children : Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy ; Beulah,  the 
wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Josie,  who 
married  J.  N.  Wilson,  of  Sneads.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pen- 
der have  a son,  Marmaduke  Sewell,  who  is  attending 
Sneads  Academy. 

As  a progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen  Mr. 
Pender  has  always  taken  an  active  and  intelligent  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  his  community  and  has  never 
sought  to  avoid  the  duties  of  citizenship.  He  served 
ably  and  efficiently  for  two  years  as  mayor  of  Sneads, 
giving  to  the  community  a straightforward,  construc- 
tive and  businesslike  administration,  and  he  was  for 
six  years  upon  the  city  council.  His  religious  views 
are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  A resident  of  Jackson  county 
since  1888,  he  has  become  widely  and  favorably 
known  here,  where  his  genuine  worth,  his  active  life 
and  his  high  principles  have  commended  him  to  the 
good-will,  trust  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated. 


ASHLAND  P.  BECKETT. 

Ashland  P.  Beckett  is  the  cashier  of  the  Greek- 
American  Bank  of  Tarpon  Springs  and  is  also  closely 
identified  with  other  business  interests  which  are  con- 
stituting features  in  public  progress  and  improvement 
as  well  as  in  individual  success.  In  fact  he  is  classed 
with  the  representative  and  valued  business  men  of 
this  enterprising  southern  city.  He  was  born  in 
Apalachicola,  Florida,  October  21,  1873,  a son 
Alfred  Stranger  and  Jennie  (Lind)  Beckett.  The 
father  was  born  at  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  August  21, 
1849,  and  the  mother  at  Apalachicola,  Florida,  March 
6,  1S55.  The  latter  passed  away  in  her  native  city 
March  4,  1874.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  Mar- 
garet (Hetzock)  Lind,  natives  of  Germany,  who  were 
married,  however,  in  Ohio.  They  became  pioneer 
settlers  of  Florida  late  in  1837  and  both  died  at 
Apalachicola,  where  the  father  had  followed  mer- 
chandising save  for  the  period  of  his  service  in  the 
Confederate  army.  The  Beckett  family  is  of  English 
origin  and  the  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Wil- 
liam and  Rebecca  (Jones)  Beckett,  the  former 
emigrating  from  England  to  the  United  States  and 
settling  at  New  Jersey.  His  son  Alfred  S.  Beckett 
was  born  and  reared  at  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  and 
when  a young  man  removed  to  Florida  about  1871. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  two  and 


a half  years.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  returned 
to  New  Jersey  and  his  last  days  were  spent  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  where  he  passed  away  August  26,  1884. 

Ashland  P.  Beckett,  the  only  child,  was  reared  by 
his  grandmother  at  Apalachicola.  He  went  to  Pough- 
keepsie, New  York,  in  order  to  enter  Eastman’s  Busi- 
ness College,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  October 
17,  1891.  He  had  completed  the  high-school  course 
in  Florida  and  after  taking  his  business  course  he 
returned  to  this  state  and  was  employed  as  bookkeeper 
by  Herman  Ruge's  Sons  for  six  years.  He  was  after- 
ward in  the  office  of  the  Cypress  Lumber  Company  of 
Apalachicola  for  some  time  and  on  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1899,  came  to  Tarpon  Springs,  where  he  entered 
the  sponge  business  as  a pioneer,  continuing  in  that 
line  until  about  two  years  ago.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  original  directors  of  the  Sponge 
Exchange  Bank  for  three  years.  The  Greek-American 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  now  cashier,  is  a strong  and  well 
established  institution,  of  which  N.  A.  Van  Winkle 
is  president  and  Duncan  Morrison  vice  president. 
Mr.  Beckett  is  active  in  the  conduct  and  management 
of  the  bank  and  is  a popular  official,  always  courteous 
and  obliging  and  at  the  same  time  loyal  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  institution  which  he  represents.  He 
is  a large  property  holder  in  Tarpon  Springs,  owning 
a fine  brick  block  on  Tarpon  avenue  including  eight 
stores  and  much  other  property.  He  is  the  secretary 
and  treasurer  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Excelsior 
Ice  Company  of  Bradentown  and  Manatee  and  has 
cooperated  in  other  business  projects  which  have  been 
of  immense  benefit  to  the  district.  He  is  now  treas- 
urer and  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Tarpon  Inn, 
Incorporated,  which  is  erecting  a modern  hotel  with 
one  hundred  rooms.  The  Greek-American  Bank 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Beckett  and  the  other 
officers  has  made  a most  creditable  record.  It  was 
opened  October  20,  1911,  as  a state  bank,  is  capitalized 
for  fifteen  thousand  dollars  and  its  total  assets  now 
amount  to  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In 
the  past  year  it  paid  a dividend  of  eight  per  cent. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1907,  Mr.  Beckett  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Linton,  who  was  born  in 
Monticello,  Florida,  May  5,  1879,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mollie  (Johnson)  Linton,  who  were 
natives  of  this  state  and  representatives  of  old  families 
of  Jefferson  county.  The  mother  is  now  deceased  but 
the  father,  who  was  a cavalryman  in  the  Confederate 
army,  is  still  living  in  Monticello.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beckett  have  one  son,  Ashland  P.,  born  at  Tarpon 
Springs.  There  have  been  only  two  male  members  of 
the  Beckett  family  through  the  past  generation. 

Mr.  Beckett  has  been  most  active  and  helpful  in 
promoting  educational  interests  at  Tarpon  Springs  and 
is  now  a member  of  the  countv  board  of  education  of 
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district  No.  i.  It  is  largely  through  his  efforts  that 
this  city  has  secured  its  beautiful  new  school  building. 
However,  in  many  other  ways  he  lias  contributed  to 
general  progress  and  improvement  here  and  at  all 
times  has  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  changes 
which  have  occurred.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
city  council  and  in  that  connection  exercised  his  official 
prerogatives  for  public  good.  Fraternally  Mr.  Beckett 
is  connected  with  the  Masonic  lodge  of  which  he  is  a 
past  master  and  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal 
church  in  which  he  is  serving  as  vestryman.  An 
active,  useful  and  well  spent  life  has  gained  him  a 
prominent  position  in  public  regard  and  his  circle  of 
friends  is  a most  extensive  one. 


JAMES  A.  JOHNSON. 

James  A.  Johnson,  now  filling  the  offices  of  circuit 
clerk  and  county  recorder  of  Polk  county  in  an  able 
and  creditable  manner,  is  a native  son  of  this  section, 
born  October  2,  1875,  his  parents  being  William  H. 
and  Sarah  A.  Johnson.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Florida,  coming  to  this  state  from 
Tattnall  county,  Georgia,  in  the  early  ’60s.  He  settled 
in  Polk  county  and  became  prominent  in  local  public 
affairs,  holding  for  sixteen  years  the  office  of  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court. 

James  A.  Johnson  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  community  and  in  Summerlin 
Seminary,  later  attending  military  school  at  Bartow. 
After  laying  aside  his  books  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  county  clerk’s  office  and  in  this  way  became  famil- 
iar with  the  duties  of  the  position  which  in  1912  he 
was  called  upon  to  fill,  being  elected  in  that  year  county 
clerk  and  recorder.  He  is  clerk  of  the  circuit  and 
county  courts  and  of  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers and  acts  as  county  auditor  and  recorder  of  deeds, 
discharging  his  important  duties  with  a conscientious 
sense  of  responsibility  and  with  constant  consideration 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1903,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maud  M.  Brownfield,  of 
Kentucky,  and  they  have  two  children,  James  A.,  Jr., 
and  Grace.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  belongs  to  the  Bartow  Board  of  Trade.  He 
has  important  fraternal  connections,  holding  member- 
ship in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  Fraternal  Union.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  officials  in  Polk  county  and  throughout  his 
entire  career  has  demonstrated  the  value  and  worth  of 
unflagging  perseverance,  unfaltering  determination 


and  unquestioned  business  integrity.  Having  spent 
his  entire  life  in  this  part  of  Florida,  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known  here,  his  straightforward  and  enter- 
prising spirit  having  gained  him  the  respect  of  the 
entire  community. 


YY  H LIAM  WIGHTMAN  PERKINS. 

William  Wightman  Perkins,  long  a well  known  and 
honored  resident  of  Tallahassee,  his  native  city,  has 
since  1906  been  serving  as  superintendent  of  the  sani- 
tary department  and  as  health  officer  for  the  city.  He 
was  born  February  2,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  J. 
and  Amelia  Maria  (Cowen)  Perkins,  the  former  a 
native  of  Delaware  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina. 
The  father  came  to  Florida  about  the  year  1838  and 
located  in  Tallahassee,  where  he  became  a prominent 
cotton  commission  merchant.  He  also  engaged  in 
banking  for  four  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  home  guards  in  the  Confederate 
army.  He  and  his  wife  have  passed  away,  the  father 
dying  when  lie  was  eighty  years  of  age.  To  their  union 
were  born  ten  children:  George  A.  and  John  D.,  both 
deceased;  Fannie  E.,  of  Madison,  Indiana;  Ida  May, 
who  has  also  passed  away ; Annie  B.,  deceased  ; William 
Wightman,  of  this  review;  Mary,  deceased;  Florence 
C.,  the  wife  of  E.  G.  Chesley,  of  Tallahassee;  and 
Thomas  J.,  Jr.,  and  Laurie  A.,  both  of  whom  live  in 
Tallahassee. 

William  W.  Perkins  was  reared  in  his  parents’  home 
in  Tallahassee  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  city 
schools.  When  he  began  his  independent  career  he 
joined  with  others  in  the  establishment  of  a brick  kiln 
and  was  identified  with  this  enterprise  for  some  time, 
the  brick  which  he  then  manufactured  being  still  in 
some  of  the  older  buildings  in  the  city.  Later,  how- 
ever, he  turned  his  attention  to  railroading,  working 
as  a baggage  master  for  some  time,  and  he  held  various 
positions  of  trust  along  this  line  for  thirty  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  became  connected  with  an 
express  company  and  in  1906  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  city  sanitary  department  and  health 
officer  of  Tallahassee,  a position  which  he  has  since 
held  and  which  his  ability,  business  discrimination  and 
loyalty  make  him  eminently  qualified  to  fill. 

Mr.  Perkins  married  Miss  Isabelle  Denham,  of 
Florida,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Virginia,  the  wife  of  Dr.  George  H.  Gwyn,  of  Talla- 
hassee ; Amelia,  who  married  William  M.  Clark,  also 
of  Tallahassee;  and  William  Kenneth,  an  electrician, 
residing  in  Daytona,  Florida.  Mr.  Perkins  is  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  church  and  politically  gives  his  alle- 
giance to  the  democratic  party.  Having  resided  in 
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Tallahassee  since  his  birth,  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known  here  as  a progressive  business  man  and  a public- 
spirited  official — a native  son  whose  life  record  is  a 
credit  to  the  community  where  his  name  has  long  been 
deservedly  honored  and  esteemed. 


ARTHUR  C.  TURNER. 

Arthur  C.  Turner,  of  Clearwater,  is  a well  known 
representative  of  honored  pioneer  families  of  Florida. 
He  was  born  in  Madison  county,  this  state,  February 
26,  1844,  a son  of  David  B.  and  Mary  (Campbell) 
Turner,  who  were  natives  of  Georgia,  whence  they 
came  to  Florida  in  childhood,  the  former  coming  alone, 
while  the  latter  removed  to  this  state  with  her  parents. 
Her  father,  John  Campbell,  was  killed  in  the  Indian 
war  of  the  ’30s.  His  wife  was  Nancy  Taylor,  of 
Appling  county,  Georgia.  As  the  name  indicates,  the 
Campbells  were  of  Scotch  descent,  while  the  ancestry 
of  the  Turner  family  is  traced  back  to  Ireland.  The 
grandparents  of  David  Turner  were  from  Virginia, 
while  all  four  of  the  grandparents  of  Arthur  C.  Turner 
were  natives  of  Georgia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  B. 
Turner  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  Florida, 
being  married  in  Newmansville  in  1841,  after  which 
they  removed  to  Blue  Springs,  now  Juliette,  Florida, 
and  in  1847  became  residents  of  Hernando  county.  In 
1850  they  removed  to  Tampa,  and  in  1851  took  up  their 
abode  on  the  Pinellas  peninsula.  In  1854  they  became 
residents  of  Clearwater  and  David  B.  Turner  built  his 
home  opposite  the  present  residence  of  his  son  Arthur. 
He  was  killed  in  a sawmill  in  1869,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1890,  having  survived  him  for  many 
years.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  devoted  to 
farming  although  he  was  an  all-round  mechanic,  pos- 
sessing much  skill  and  ingenuity  along  mechanical  lines. 
In  their  family  were  three  children  : Arthur  C. ; Ange- 
line  B.,  who  is  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Julius  D.  Rogers, 
of  Clearwater,  a superannuated  minister  of  the  Florida 
Methodist  Episcopal  conference;  and  Margaret  A.,  the 
widow  of  Joel  W.  Rogers.  She  is  also  a resident  of 
Clearwater. 

Arthur  C.  Turner  has  resided  in  Clearwater  since 
1854,  he  and  his  sisters  being  the  oldest  continuous  resi- 
dents of  the  town,  while  there  are  only  two  or  three 
others  in  Pinellas  county  who  have  longer  resided 
within  its  borders.  There  was  an  abandoned  United 
States  station  called  Fort  Harrison,  when  the  Turner 
family  came  here,  but  little  other  evidences  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  bay  was  called  Clearwater  Harbor,  and  the 
place  was  locally  known  as  Clearwater.  The  officers’ 
quarters  stood  where  the  home  of  Mr.  Turner  is  now 
found  and  there  was  a hospital  a quarter  of  a mile  to 


the  south,  troops  being  brought  here  as  a convalescent 
camp.  The  hospital  and  officers’  quarters  were  all 
double  log  buildings.  Mr.  Turner  his  witnessed  prac- 
tically the  entire  growth  and  development  of  Clear- 
water and  relates  many  interesting  incidents  concern- 
ing its  early  history.  In  pioneer  times  the  mail  was 
received  from  Tampa,  brought  by  people  who  were 
passing  back  and  forth.  In  1858  a postoffice  was 
established  and  called  Clearwater  Harbor,  mail  being 
received  from  Lake  City,  but  this  was  discontinued  at 
the  time  of  the  war.  Mr.  Turner’s  father  was  the 
first  postmaster,  being  appointed  in  1858,  and  so  con- 
tinued until  after  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  William 
N.  Campbell,  an  uncle  of  Arthur  C.  Turner,  established 
a store  here  about  1859  and  also  operated  a schooner 
from  Cedar  Keys,  but  this  was  captured  by  the  Fed- 
erals  in  1861.  The  same  year  Mr.  Turner  entered  the 
Confederate  service  as  corporal  under  James  P.  Mc- 
Mullen, being  then  a lad  of  seventeen  years,  and  was 
given  charge  of  a scouting  party  at  Passa  Grille.  He 
remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  con- 
tinuing in  the  home  guards  for  only  a few  months,  and 
then  in  1862  joining  Captain  James  Gettis’  company  of 
Tampa.  After  a year  and  a half  spent  in  Tennessee 
he  returned  home  on  a sick  furlough,  and  was  on  duty 
in  this  locality  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 

In  1872  he  established  a general  mercantile  business 
at  Clearwater,  which  he  conducted  successfully  until 
1885,  when  he  sold  out.  In  1884  he  entered  the  news- 
paper field,  conducting  the  West  Hillsboro  Times  until 
1893.  He  then  purchased  a paper  at  Statesboro, 
Georgia,  which  he  conducted  until  1896,  when  he  sold 
out  to  his  son,  David,  who  still  conducts  it.  During 
all  these  years  the  family  remained  in  Clearwater, 
holding  their  residence  here.  Since  1896  Mr.  Turner 
has  engaged  in  farming  and  the  raising  of  vegetables, 
owning  seventy  acres  of  land  about  three  miles  south 
of  the  town,  and  also  two  other  places. 

In  politics  Mr.  Turner  has  always  been  a democrat. 
He  served  as  postmaster  while  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing in  Clearwater,  but  when  he  disposed  of  his  business 
resigned  the  office.  He  was  for  two  terms  a member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Hillsboro 
county  before  Pinellas  county  was  formed,  and  was 
chosen  the  first  treasurer  of  the  latter  county.  At 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  became  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  he  has  also  served  on  the  city  council  and  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education,  doing  everything  in 
his  power  to  promote  public  welfare  and  improvement. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  trustee.  In  1867  Mr. 
Turner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kizzie  Kilgore, 
a native  of  South  Carolina.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Carrie, 
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the  wife  of  Albert  Nelson,  of  Clearwater;  Mamie,  the 
wife  of  J.  E.  Crane,  ex-senator  from  Tampa;  David,  of 
Statesboro,  Georgia,  who  is  editor  of  the  Bulloch 
Times ; Henry,  who  for  the  past  fourteen  years  has 
been  with  the  New  York  Sun;  Estella,  the  wife  of  R. 
W.  Converse,  a newspaper  man  of  Atlanta,  Georgia ; 
A.  Fred,  secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociation of  Tampa;  and  Mrs.  Maggie  Fisher,  who 
died  in  Tampa  in  1912,  leaving  three  children.  In 
October,  1886,  Mr.  Turner  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Lilly  Ramage,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  who  died  leaving  five  children  : Eugene 
and  Alfred,  merchants  of  Clearwater;  Lillian  and 
Nelly,  also  living  in  Clearwater;  and  one  child,  who 
died  in  infancy.  In  1897  Mr.  Turner  wedded  Miss 
Anna  Ivempton,  of  Georgia,  and  their  children  were 
six  in  number:  Edward,  Virginia,  Barnett,  Joseph, 
Walter  Parker  and  one,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Turner  altogether  had  twenty  children,  of  whom  fifteen 
are  now  living. 

Mr.  Turner  is  very  active  mentally  and  physically. 
Most  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  farming,  save  for 
a period  of  four  years  spent  in  the  Confederate  army, 
eight  years  a sea  captain,  and  twelve  years  in  the  news- 
paper business.  He  has  been  somewhat  active  in 
political  circles,  filling  the  position  of  county  commis- 
sioner for  four  years,  county  treasurer  one  year,  mem- 
ber of  the  city  council  three  years,  and  a member  of  the 
school  board  for  four  years.  At  all  times  he  has  en- 
deavored to  promote  public  progress  through  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  official  prerogatives,  and  the  record  which 
he  has  made  in  this  connection  is  an  enviable  one.  His 
life  has  been  guided  by  high  and  honorable  principles. 
He  has  from  early  youth  been  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  for  a half  century  has  served  as  steward, 
for  thirty  years  as  one  of  its  trustees,  and  for  three 
decades  as  Sunday  school  superintendent.  He  has 
thus  devoted  much  time  and  labor  to  promoting  the 
moral  progress  of  his  community  and  the  record  he  has 
made  in  these  various  connections  has  placed  him 
among  Clearwater’s  most  honored  and  valuable  citizens 
and  leading  pioneers. 


JAMES  D.  TUR V AVILLE. 

James  D.  Turvaville,  who  is  successfully  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  in  Altha,  was  born  in  Har- 
rison county,  Georgia,  July  9,  1876.  He  is  a son  of 
Christopher  C.  and  Clara  Viola  (Gray)  Turvaville, 
the  former  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  Ala- 
bama. The  family  is  of  old  southern  establishment, 
the  grandfather  having  served  through  the  Civil  war 
in  the  Confederate  army  and  having  been  killed  on  the 


battlefield.  The  father  of  our  subject  now  resides 
in  the  southern  part  of  this  state,  having  survived  his 
wife  since  1903.  To  their  union  were  born  five  chil- 
dren: James  D.,  of  this  review;  Flora,  the  wife  of  A. 
B.  Bennett,  of  Alabama;  Ellis,  a resident  of  Tampa, 
Florida ; Hattie,  who  married  J.  D.  Baswell,  of  Dun- 
nellon;  and  Robert,  deceased. 

After  acquiring  a public-school  education  James  D. 
Turvaville,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  became  identi- 
fied with  the  sawmilling  business  and  then,  after  two 
or  three  years,  worked  at  lumbering,  an  occupation  in 
which  he  engaged  for  two  years.  He  then  began  clerk- 
ing in  a general  store  in  Marianna  and  at  the  end  of 
six  years  came  to  Altha,  where  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself.  He  has  since  been  engaged  as  a dealer 
in  general  merchandise  and  has  gained  an  extensive  and 
growing  patronage  by  reason  of  his  straightforward 
business  methods  and  reasonable  prices. 

Mr.  Turvaville  married  Miss  Claudie  E.  Higgins 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children : Lela, 
deceased;  Roy  G.,  who  was  born  April  4,  1900;  and 
Viola  V.,  born  September,  1905.  Mr.  Turvaville  is  a 
democrat  in  his  political  beliefs,  and  fraternally  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  His  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  by  reason  of  his  genuine  personal 
worth  and  many  sterling  traits  of  character  and  has 
gained  an  extensive  circle  of  friends  in  this  community. 


JOHN  J.  DUNCAN. 

John  J.  Duncan,  one  of  the  progressive  and  success- 
ful farmers  of  Jackson  county,  is  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  near 
Marianna  and  is  numbered  among  the  men  whose  prac- 
tical and  well  directed  labor  makes  them  forces  in 
general  agricultural  development.  He  was  born  in 
Georgia,  November  28,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph 
R.  and  Nancy  J.  (Alegood)  Duncan,  natives  of  that 
state.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  and  upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  joined  the  Confederate  army, 
in  which  he  served  until  he  was  taken  prisoner  and 
placed  in  Fort  Delaware,  where  he  died.  His  widow 
survived  him  until  March  18,  1906.  To  their  union 
were  born  seven  children:  Edward,  deceased;  John  J., 
the  subject  of  this  review;  Ellen,  who  married  John 
Warren,  of  Georgia;  Daniel  E.,  of  Georgia;  Lisa  J., 
who  became  the  wife  of  B.  Hanley,  also  of  Georgia; 
Nancy  A.,  the  widow  of  Hiram  Gay,  of  the  same  state; 
and  William  T.,  who  also  makes  his  home  in  Georgia. 

John  J.  Duncan  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in 
Georgia,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
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of  that  state,  and  in  1875  he  moved  to  Florida,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  settled  first  in  Manatee 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  removing  to 
Jackson  county  in  1886.  Here  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  and  upon  this  property 
carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  his  success 
being  entirely  the  result  of  his  practical,  progressive 
and  modern  methods. 

Mr.  Duncan  married  Miss  Nancy  Jackson,  a native 
of  Georgia,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children : Harmon,  who  makes  his  home  in  Jackson 
county;  William  R.,  of  Columbus,  Georgia;  Sally  L., 
the  wife  of  B.  W.  Roberts,  of  Calhoun  county,  Florida ; 
Daniel  E.,  deceased ; Luther,  who  resides  in  Southport, 
Florida;  Lizzie,  who  married  N.  Duncan,  of  Calhoun 
county ; and  Ellis,  of  Jackson  county. 

Mr.  Duncan  professes  the  Baptist  faith  and  gives  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He  has 
held  office  in  connection  with  the  county  committee, 
although  he  is  not  in  any  sense  an  office  seeker.  As  a 
resident  of  Jackson  county  for  over  a quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  been  loyal  in  his  advocacy  of  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  has 
made  substantial  contributions  to  its  development  and 
progress. 


CHARLES  SULLIVAN  ADAMS. 

Charles  Sullivan  Adams,  a prominent  lawyer  in 
Jacksonville,  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  since  1886  and  has  attained  in  it  the  suc- 
cess and  prominence  which  come  only  as  the  result  of 
superior  merit  and  ability.  He  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, Vermont,  June  27,  i860,  and  his  paternal  grand- 
father, Charles  Adams,  was  of  the  Ensign,  Jr.,  branch 
of  the  Adams  family,  from  another  branch  of  which 
John  Adams  and  John  Quincy  Adams  were  descended. 
The  grandfather  married  into  the  Waite  family,  his 
wife  being  closely  related  to  Chief  Justice  Morrison 
R.  Waite.  Mr.  Adams  is  the  son  of  John  Sullivan  and 
Anna  (Pitkin)  Adams,  both  natives  of  Vermont, 
where  the  family  resided  for  a number  of  years.  Both 
the  father  and  grandfather  were  graduates  of  the 
State  University  and  the  latter  was  afterward  secretary 
of  the  board  of  education  in  Vermont  for  eleven  years. 
He  moved  to  Florida  in  1867  and  settled  in  Jackson- 
ville, where  he  became  very  prominent,  serving  as 
commissioner  of  immigration  under  Governor  H.  Reed 
and  later  as  collector  of  customs  and  postmaster.  He 
was  a republican  in  his  political  beliefs,  but  popular 
with  all  parties,  a good  speaker,  an  able  politician  and 
a far-sighted  and  discriminating  man.  He  passed  away 
in  1876,  having  long  survived  his  first  wife,  who  died 
before  be  came  to  Florida. 


Charles  S.  Adams  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
Williston  Seminary  of  Easthampton,  Massachusetts, 
and  afterward  entered  Amherst  College  at  Amherst, 
Massachusetts,  paying  his  own  expenses,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1883,  taking  several  prizes  for 
oratory  and  thus  first  showing  promise  of  a talent  for 
forceful  and  effective  speaking  which  he  has  since  de- 
veloped. He  studied  law  in  the  Boston  University  Law 
School,  and  received  his  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1886. 
Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Jacksonville,  associating 
himself  first  with  A.  W.  Cockrell  & Son.  He  was  after- 
ward a partner  with  Judge  R.  M.  Call  and  then  with 
E.  J.  L’Engle  and  finally  with  Judge  W.  B.  Young,  who 
recently  retired  from  practice.  He  today  controls  a 
large  and  representative  patronage  connecting  him  with 
a great  deal  of  notable  litigation  and  he  has  been  very 
successful  in  the  conduct  of  a number  of  important 
cases.  Mr.  Adams  has  had  a great  deal  of  experience  of 
a semi-judicial  nature,  being  frequently  selected  as 
special  master  in  chancery  cases  and  referee  in  common 
law  cases.  He  serves  also  as  counsel  for  two  trust  com- 
panies and  has  in  addition  done  a great  deal  of  non- 
professional work,  having  been  carried  forward  into 
important  relations  with  community  life.  He  was  sec- 
retary of  the  Sub-Tropical  Exposition  at  the  time  of 
the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  1888  and  during  that  epi- 
demic became  secretary  of  the  Jacksonville  Auxiliary 
Sanitary  Association,  of  which  four  out  of  nine  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  committee  died  during  the  period. 
Mr.  Adams  prepared  a report  for  the  association  in 
1889,  showing  contributions  of  funds  of  a half-mil- 
lion dollars,  giving  the  names  of  the  contributors  alpha- 
betically by  states,  cities  and  individuals  and  accounting 
for  the  distribution  of  the  funds  through  committees. 
He  served  from  1891  to  1894  as  United  States  com- 
missioner for  the  United  States  district  court  of  the 
southern  district  of  Florida,  was  a member  of  the 
city  council  from  1889  to  1892,  and  is  now  standing 
master  in  chancery  and  referee  in  bankruptcy. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  1889,  Mr.  Adams  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Claudia  C.  L’Engle,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  J.  C.  L’Engle.  She  passed  away  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1895,  and  on  February  17,  1898,  Mr.  Adams 
was  again  married,  this  union  being  with  Miss  Ella 
MacDonell,  a daughter  of  Colonel  T.  A.  MacDonell,  de- 
ceased, who  was  colonel  of  a Florida  regiment  during 
the  Civil  war  and  a prominent  lawyer,  serving  as  state’s 
attorney  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Air.  and  Airs.  Adams 
have  two  children;  Marion  Emily,  born  July  5,  1901; 
and  Charles  Sullivan,  Jr.,  born  December  5,  1907. 

Mr.  Adams  attends  the  Episcopal  church  and  is  con- 
nected fraternally  with  the  Masonic  order,  belonging 
to  the  commandery  and  shrine.  In  national  affairs  he 
is  a republican  of  the  progressive  type  but  votes  in- 
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dependency  in  local  matters.  He  is  a charter  member 
of  the  Seminole  Club  and  the  Florida  Country  Club, 
of  which  he  has  been  president.  He  is  well  known  in 
social  circles  of  the  city  and  has  a wide  acquaintance, 
having  won  the  high  esteem,  regard  and  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  personal,  professional  or  political  rela- 
tions have  brought  him  into  contact. 


MARVEL  H.  WHITE. 

Having  passed  the  ninety-second  milestone  on  life’s 
journey,  Marvel  IT.  White  has,  in  his  long  life,  wit- 
nessed the  marvelous  changes  which  have  occurred 
in  that  period  covering  the  nineteenth  century — that 
age  of  invention,  progress  and  discovery — and  has 
actively  participated  in  these  changes,  still  leading  a 
busy  and  useful  life  in  which  indolence  and  idleness 
have  no  part,  looking  after  his  orange  grove  of  twenty 
acres  and  passing  the  evening  of  his  age  amid  sur- 
roundings which  are  equalled  in  beauty  in  but  few 
parts  of  the  world.  Mr.  White  was  born  in  Spring- 
field,  Windsor  county,  Vermont,  on  March  14,  1821, 
on  a farm  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which 
was  owned  by  his  father.  He  is  a son  of  Nathan  and 
Olive  M.  (Putnam)  White,  the  former  a native  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  New  Hampshire.  Their 
marriage  took  place  in  Vermont  on  the  Connecticut 
river,  on  the  New  Hampshire  side  of  which  the  mother 
was  reared.  Both  parents  passed  away  in  Vermont, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  and  the  mother 
at  that  of  ninety-six  years  and  twenty  days,  their 
deaths  occurring  on  the  old  homestead.  During  most 
of  his  life  the  father  successfully  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  but  in  his  youth  worked  for  a time  as 
carpenter,  being  also  occupied  as  contractor.  He  was 
the  father  of  eighteen  children,  ten  of  whom  were  born 
to  the  first  marriage  and  eight  of  his  union  with  Olive 
Putnam,  our  subject  being  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  of  the  children  of  the  second  marriage.  Two 
members  of  the  family  younger  than  our  subject  are 
still  living  today  and  are  near  his  age. 

Marvel  H.  White  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  by  his  parents  grounded  in  the  old-fash- 
ioned virtues  of  industry  and  integrity,  remaining  upon 
the  home  farm  and  making  himself  useful  in  farm 
labor  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  then  took  leave  of  home  and  parents  and  removed 
to  Springfield,  Vermont,  where  for  three  years  he 
worked  in  a foundry,  proceeding  therefrom  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  he  had  charge  of  a similar  enter- 
prise for  a like  period.  He  then  made  removal  to 
Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  where  he  acquired  knowledge 
of  machine  shop  and  foundry  work  with  which  he  had 


not  been  acquainted  until  then,  and  there  remained  for 
four  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Barre,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  the  same  place  in  which  he  had  worked 
before  and  again  spent  three  years  there.  Heeding  the 
call  of  the  west  and  perceiving  opportunities  for  estab- 
lishing an  independent  business  in  a new  section,  he 
proceeded,  in  February,  1855,  to  Moline,  Illinois,  and 
in  company  with  three  partners  founded  a machine 
shop  and  foundry  there  which  at  that  time  was  the 
only  one  in  the  city.  The  firm  later  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  Williams,  Heald  & Company,  and 
later  became  Williams,  White  & Company,  those  gen- 
tlemen having  bought  out  their  two  partners  and  ad- 
mitted a new  one.  The  firm  still  operates  under  this 
name  today.  Mr.  White  was  for  thirty-eight  years 
connected  with  its  operation  as  one  of  the  owners  and 
foreman  of  the  foundry,  and  by  his  experience  and 
business  ability  greatly  contributed  to  its  success.  As 
the  years  passed  financial  results  increased  and  pros- 
perity came  to  him,  and  after  almost  four  decades’ 
connection  with  that  enterprise  he  sold  out  and  came 
to  Florida  in  1891,  to  spend  the  winter,  and  incidentally 
investigate  conditions  with  a view  toward  locating 
here.  In  1887  Mr.  White  had  passed  the  winter  sea- 
son in  California  but  that  state  had  not  impressed  him 
favorably  enough  to  make  it  his  permanent  residence. 
However,  conditions  in  Florida  appealed  more  strongly 
to  him  and  on  March  4,  1892,  he  made  settlement  upon 
the  place  on  which  he  has  since  resided.  He  owns 
twenty  acres  of  valuable  orange  groves  in  Crescent 
City  besides  five  acres  on  Crescent  Lake,  all  of  this 
land  being  devoted  either  to  oranges  or  gardening. 
He  has  a large,  fine  home  in  which  he  resides  with  his 
only  son,  who  also  has  a grove  comprising  fifteen  acres. 
For  the  past  twenty  years  Mr.  White  has  been  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  orange  industry  and  while 
he  has  taken  life  easy  and  has  enjoyed  a thorough  and 
well  earned  rest,  he  has  derived  financial  results  from 
his  enterprise  which  are  highly  satisfactory. 

In  1848  Mr.  White  married  Miss  Almira  J.  Simons, 
a native  of  Maine,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  Boston. 
Only  a short  period  of  happy  married  life  was  hers, 
however,  for  she  died  fourteen  months  later  in  Chel- 
sea, Massachusetts.  One  child  was  born  of  this  union 
but  it  passed  away  at  the  time  of  the  mother’s  death. 
On  November  9,  1865,  Mr,  White  was  married  again, 
in  Moline,  Illinois,  his  second  marriage  being  with 
Mrs.  Margaret  Patterson  Curtis,  a widow  with  five 
children,  who  was  born  January  16,  1832,  and  died 
March  29,  1909.  One  son  was  born  of  this  union, 
Kirk  M.  White,  his  native  place  being  Moline,  Illinois, 
his  birth  occurring  September  25,  1866.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  Spanish- American  war  as  a volunteer  in 
the  First  Florida  Regiment,  and  has  subsequently  be- 
come well  known  as  a successful  orange  grower.  He 
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is  also  connected  with  financial  circles  of  Crescent  City 
as  vice  president  of  the  bank  of  that  city. 

Mr.  White  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  whig  party, 
firmly  defending  that  organization  ever  since  he  at- 
tained legal  age,  and  his  first  vote  was  for  Henry 
Clay  who  was  defeated,  however,  by  James  K.  Polk. 
Although  not  of  age  at  the  time  he  valiantly  fought  for 
the  election  of  William  H.  Harrison  and  was  one  of 
those  whose  emblem  was  the  log  cabin  with  the  latch- 
string out,  and  who  had  embraced  for  their  slogan 
“Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too !”  At  the  time  Lincoln 
became  a champion  of  the  abolition  party,  which  was 
later  known  as  the  republican  party,  Mr.  White 
became  one  of  its  supporters  and  has  since  remained 
in  its  ranks.  He  gave  evidence  of  his  high  apprecia- 
tion of  citizenship  when  he  accepted  service  with  the 
city  council,  in  which  body  he  sat  for  two  terms,  mani- 
festing his  interest  in  civic  affairs  despite  his  years. 
He  is  indeed  a remarkable  man,  remarkably  well  pre- 
served physically  and  remarkably  active  mentally,  to 
such  an  extent,  that  often  he  is  taken  for  a man  of  but 
seventy  years.  Nature  has,  indeed,  been  kind  to  him 
but  she  has  justly  bestowed  on  him  her  favors,  for  he 
has  never  abused  her  laws  and  he  reads  today  as  well 
and  as  readily  and  with  as  much  interest  as  he  did  in 
middle  life.  One  usually  thinks  of  old  age  as  a period 
when  mental  and  physical  powers  naturally  relax,  but 
there  is  an  old  age  which  grows  stronger  and  brighter 
mentally  and  morally  as  years  go  by  and  to  enjoy  age 
of  that  kind  is  the  privilege  of  Mr.  White,  who  is  not 
only  one  of  the  most  venerable  but  also  one  of  the 
most  honored  citizens  of  Crescent  City,  respected 
wherever  known  and  most  of  all  where  best  known. 


JOHN  J.  KELLY. 

John  J.  Kelly,  conducting  a large  wholesale  grocery 
business  in  Fernandina,  is  a native  son  of  the  city, 
born  December  17,  1867,  his  parents  being  Patrick 
and  Christina  Kelly.  The  father  came  to  Florida  in 
i860  and  engaged  in  important  railroad  contracting 
work,  building  a great  part  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line. 

John  J.  Kelly  acquired  his  education  in  the  convent 
schools  of  Fernandina  and  at  Pio  Nono  College, 
Macon,  Georgia,  and  after  laying  aside  his  books 
worked  for  a time  in  his  father’s  employ.  He  later 
clerked  in  a grocery  store,  holding  a position  of  this 
character  until  1889,  when  he  and  his  brother  founded 
a small  grocery  and  ship  chandler  business,  which 
grew  gradually  but  steadily  into  one  of  the  important 
mercantile  enterprises  of  the  city.  In  1906  they  pur- 
chased the  business  conducted  by  F.  W.  Hoyt  & 
Company  and  combined  it  with  their  own,  continuing 


their  association  in  the  management  of  a wholesale 
and  retail  concern  until  1911.  In  that  year  the  brother 
took  over  the  retail  business,  Mr.  Kelly  of  this  review 
continuing  the  wholesale  end,  which  he  has  made  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  important  enterprises  of  its 
kind  in  Fernandina. 

In  1900  Mr.  Kelly  married  Mrs.  Grace  Leddy 
Kelly,  of  Fernandina,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
child.  Mr.  Kelly  is  past  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  is  a member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  democratic  party  and,  although  he  is  not  a poli- 
tician in  any  sense  of  the  word,  has  served  since  1898 
as  county  treasurer.  He  cooperates  in  all  movements 
for  the  material,  intellectual  and  moral  progress  of  the 
community  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost 
business  men  of  the  city,  his  extensive  and  well  man- 
aged interests  placing  him  in  a prominent  position  in 
mercantile  circles. 


EUGENE  OLIN  LOCKE. 

Since  1872  Eugene  Olin  Locke,  of  Jacksonville, 
has  served  as  clerk  of  the  United  States  court  and  as 
United  States  commissioner,  and  during  the  forty-one 
years  has  discharged  his  duties  always  ably,  con- 
scientiously and  worthily.  He  was  born  in  Stanstead, 
Quebec  province,  February  20,  1850,  and  is  a son  of 
William  Sherburne  and  Caroline  Dame  (Tibbett) 
Locke,  the  former  a Methodist  minister  and  a descend- 
ant of  Captain  John  Locke,  first  settler  at  Rye, 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 
Mr.  Locke’s  grandmother,  Abigail  Sherburne,  was  a 
member  of  the  famous  Sherburne  family  who  settled 
in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Eugene  O. 
Locke  attended  high  school  at  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire,  an  academy  at  South  Berwick,  Maine, 
and  Dartmouth  College,  receiving  the  degree  of  A. 
B.  from  the  latter  institution  in  1870.  Immediately 
afterward  he  came  to  Florida,  settling  in  Key  West, 
as  principal  of  the  schools  there,  and  in  May  of  the 
following  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1872 
he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  United  States  court  and 
United  States  commissioner  and  these  positions  he 
has  since  held,  his  excellent  record  reflecting  credit 
upon  both  his  ability  and  his  public  spirit.  He  retires 
to  go  into  the  practice  of  law  January  1,  1914.  Mr. 
Locke  is  now  a resident  of  Jacksonville  and  has 
acquired  large  and  valuable  real-estate  interests  here, 
in  Key  West  and  on  the  Florida  Keys,  and  his  busi- 
ness interests  are  all  carefully  managed,  bringing  him 
a gratifying  degree  of  prosperity. 
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In  Key  West,  Florida,  March  30,  1875,  Mr.  Lccke 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosetta  R.  Otto,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Maria  (Belton)  Otto,  the 
former  a native  of  Germany,  who  took  part  in  the 
“Student  rebellion’’  and  afterward  escaped  to  Amer- 
ica. He  fought  in  the  Seminole  war  and  afterward 
studied  medicine,  becoming  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  army  and  a prominent  physician  in  Key 
West.  His  wife  is  of  English  ancestry.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Locke  are  the  parents  of  two  children : Florence 
Elizabeth,  who  married  J.  P.  Lewis;  and  William 
Joseph. 

Mr.  Locke  is  connected  fraternally  with  Dade 
Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past 
master.  He  served  as  grand  master  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Florida  in  1S92. 
He  belongs  to  Key  West  Lodge,  No.  -13,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  Otto  Encampment,  No.  5;  holds  membership  in 
the  Seminole  Club  of  Jacksonville  and  attends  the 
Episcopal  church.  He  is  a republican  in  his  political 
beliefs  and  in  addition  to  the  offices  which  he  now 
holds  has  served  in  various  others  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility, acting  as  a member  of  the  Key  West  school 
board  in  1880  and  as  deputy  collector  of  internal  reve- 
nue in  Key  West  in  1877.  In  1884  he  was  republican 
candidate  for  congress  from  the  first  district  but  was 
defeated.  Flis  has  been  an  excellent  official  record 
and  has  brought  him  gratifying  recognition  both  in 
Jacksonville  and  Key  West,  where  he  is  regarded  as  a 
progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  holds  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  have  been  associated 
with  him. 


JAMES  KINSION  PEACOCK. 

James  Kinsion  Peacock,  who  for  forty-seven  years 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  in  Jackson  county,  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Georgia,  March  3,  1845. 
Fie  is  a son  of  Jefferson  and  Sarah  (Parker)  Peacock, 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  came  to  Florida  in 
1845  and  remained  residents  of  this  state  until  their 
deaths.  The  father  engaged  in  general  farming,  dying 
upon  his  property  in  1854.  He  was  survived  by  his 
wife  four  years.  To  their  union  were  born  five  chil- 
dren : Green,  who  was  taken  prisoner  while  serving  in 
the  Civil  war  and  died  at  Fort  Delaware ; Frances,  who 
never  married  and  lives  with  her  sister  Nancy;  James 
Kinsion,  of  this  review;  Nancy,  the  wife  of  Joe  Dur- 
ham, of  Calhoun  county;  and  John,  deceased. 

James  Kinsion  Peacock  was  not  yet  one  year  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Florida  and  here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 


Confederate  army  and  after  serving  two  years  received 
an  honorable  discharge.  For  one  year  thereafter  he 
worked  in  the  navy  yard  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  general  farming,  an  occupation  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  since  that  time.  He  is  also  interested 
in  the  timber  business  in  Jackson  and  Calhoun  counties 
and  by  his  practical  and  progressive  methods,  his  in- 
dustry, enterprise  and  diligence  has  made  both  branches 
of  his  activities  profitable  and  important. 

Mr.  Peacock  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Pierce  of  Ala- 
bama, and  to  their  union  were  born  nine  children: 
Charles,  deceased;  James  and  William  J.,  both  of  Cal- 
houn county;  Sally,  the  wife  of  W.  IT.  Ayers,  of  Jack- 
son  county;  John,  who  also  makes  his  home  in  Jackson 
county;  Frank,  residing  in  the  same  county;  Alice,  the 
wife  of  W.  I.  Floward,  of  Jackson  county;  and  Robert 
and  Irwin  G.,  both  of  whom  live  in  Jackson  county. 

Mr.  Peacock  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
politically  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party. 
He  has  been  county  commissioner,  serving  ably  and 
conscientiously  in  that  capacity,  although  he  prefers 
to  devote  all  of  his  attention  to  his  private  affairs.  He 
is  a man  well  known  throughout  the  county  as  a pro- 
gressive farmer  and  a public-spirited  citizen  and  well 
merits  the  widespread  confidence  and  respect  which 
has  been  accorded  him. 


ROBERT  McNAMEE. 

Robert  McNamee,  a prominent  attorney  of  Jackson- 
ville, with  offices  in  the  Mutual  Life  building,  and  well 
known  also  as  the  owner  of  the  Dixie,  a weekly  news- 
paper, is  classed  with  the  most  progressive  and  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  city.  He  is  very  active  in  local 
politics  and  has  been  twice  a member  of  the  Florida 
legislature,  serving  at  one  time  as  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  Fie  was  born  in  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  October  16,  1863,  and  is  a son  of  Cor- 
nelius and  Emma  McNamee. 

Robert  McNamee  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  later  attended 
Lafayette  College  there.  He  left  that  institution  in  his 
junior  year  and  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He 
began  his  independent  career  as  a telegraph  operator  in 
the  railway  service  but  afterward  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  later  came  to  Jacksonville 
and  has  been  very  prominent  in  professional  and  politi- 
cal circles  here.  He  possesses  an  exhaustive  knowledge 
of  underlying  legal  principles  and  has  a keen,  incisive 
and  analytical  mind  and  as  a result  of  these  qualities 
has  secured  a large  and  representative  patronage,  con- 
necting him  with  a great  deal  of  important  litigation. 
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In  addition  to  his  professional  work  he  owns  the  Dixie, 
a weekly  newspaper,  which  he  has  made  a power  in 
local  affairs,  for  it  has  become  under  his  able  manage- 
ment one  of  the  leading  journals  in  the  city. 

Mr.  McNamee  was  married,  November  17,  1888,  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  to  Miss  Alice  Sauve,  a 
daughter  of  George  Sauve,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  a son,  William.  Mr.  McNamee  is  connected 
fraternally  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Masons, 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Elks,  Odd  Fellows, 
the  P.  O.  S.  A.  and  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Germania  Club  of  Jacksonville.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and 
he  is  active  and  prominent  in  public  affairs,  cooperating 
heartily  in  all  movements  to  advance  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  community.  In  1899  he  was  elected  to 
the  state  legislature,  serving  as  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  during  his  term,  and  in  1903  he  was 
again  made  a member  of  the  general  assembly.  He 
proved  a capable,  far-sighted  and  able  politician  and 
his  vote  and  influence  were  constantly  upon  the  side  of 
right,  reform  and  progress.  Few  men  in  Jacksonville 
are  more  widely  and  favorably  known  than  Mr. 
McNamee,  for  his  interests  have  extended  to  many 
fields  and  have  touched  closely  the  political,  profes- 
sional and  business  life  of  the  city. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  FRANKLIN  JAUDON. 

Captain  James  Franklin  Jaudon,  connected  with  busi- 
ness, political  and  military  circles  of  Dade  county  and 
deservedly  prominent  in  all,  was  born  in  Waco,  Texas, 
October  19,  1873.  He  is  a son  of  Paul  Benjamin 
Jaudon,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  of  French  Hugue- 
not descent.  During  the  Civil  war  the  father  served  as 
aid  on  the  staff  of  General  M.  C.  Butler,  of  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  afterward  made  his  home  in  Waco, 
Texas,  until  1881,  when  he  came  to  Florida,  locating 
in  Orlando.  There  with  the  help  of  his  sons  he  planted 
and  developed  one  of  the  finest  orange  groves  in  the 
states.  This  was  known  as  Isleworth  and  comprised 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  which  were  about  seven 
thousand  bearing  trees.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Frances  M.  Shuler.  She 
was  also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  her  birth 
having  occurred  in  Orangeburg.  She  survives  her 
husband  and  makes  her  home  with  one  of  her  sons  in 
Miami. 

Captain  James  F.  Jaudon  was  still  a child  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Florida  and  he  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Orlando.  Laying 
aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  became  a 
clerk  in  a local  store  and  was  thus  connected  with 


mercantile  interests  for  a number  of  years.  In  1896  he 
came  to  Miami  but  after  a brief  stay  here  returned  to 
Orlando,  remaining  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  however,  he  again  came  to  Miami  and  has  since 
maintained  his  residence  here,  being  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  in  the  city  and  one  of  the  greatest  individ- 
ual forces  in  its  general  development.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  growing  fruits  and  vegetables  at  Alapat- 
tah,  near  Miami,  engaging  in  truck  gardening  and  in 
the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits  on  an  extensive  scale. 
However,  he  later  turned  his  attention  to  the  com- 
mission business  in  Miami,  forming  a partnership  with 
his  brother,  Paul  B.  Jaudon,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Jaudon  Brothers.  This  enterprise  is  still  in  existence 
and  the  company  does  an  extensive  business,  handling 
fruits  and  vegetables  on  a commission  and  also  packing 
and  shipping  c-itrus  fruits  and  winter  vegetables.  In 
addition  to  his  business  affairs  Captain  Jaudon  has  also 
been  for  many  years  a force  in  local  democratic  politics 
and  has  made  an  excellent  record  in  positions  of  public 
trust,  being  now  in  the  third  term  of  his  able  service 
as  tax  assessor  of  Dade  county.  From  1904  to  1906 
he  served  as  tax  assessor  of  the  city  of  Miami  and  after 
two  years  was  made  county  assessor  in  recognition  of 
his  efficient  services  in  the  former  office.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1910  and  again  in  1912,  his  return  to  the 
office  indicating  something  of  his  able  work  and  the 
satisfaction  which  it  has  given  to  the  general  public. 

On  November  22,  1911,  Captain  Jaudon  married 
Miss  Maude  Coachman,  of  Miami,  a daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Alden  Coachman,  of  this  city,  and  a niece  of  W.  F. 
Coachman,  of  Jacksonville. 

In  the  life  record  of  Captain  Jaudon  is  a creditable 
military  chapter.  In  1895,  while  a resident  of  Orlando, 
he  joined  Company  C,  Florida  National  Guard,  and 
was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  private  to  that  of 
corporal  and  then  to  that  of  sergeant.  On  May  1st, 
1900,  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  Company  L, 
Second  Battalion,  Second  Infantry,  in  Miami  and  was 
appointed  sergeant  of  this  troop,  winning  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  first  sergeant  in  1901  and  to  that  of  second 
lieutenant  in  the  following  year.  On  December  5,  1903, 
he  was  commissioned  captain  and  served  for  four  years, 
during  which  time  he  took  his  company  to  Manassas 
and  participated  in  the  national  maneuvers  at  that 
place.  In  1911  he  helped  to  organize  Company  M, 
Second  Battalion  Infantry,  and  was  made  captain  and 
commander  of  Post  Miami,  N.  G.  F.,  serving  until 
July  5,  1912,  when,  at  his  own  request,  he  was  retired. 
During  the  time  which  intervened  between  the  two 
periods  during  which  he  was  captain  he  served  as 
supernumerary  officer  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Fraternally  Captain  Jaudon  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  order  in  which  he  holds  membership  in  the 
chapter,  and  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  eminent 
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commander  of  Cyrene  Commandery  of  Miami.  He 
is  past  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  is  con- 
nected also  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  is  past  dictator  in  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 
There  are  few  citizens  of  Dade  county  more  widely 
and  favorably  known  than  Captain  Jaudon,  whose 
enterprise,  energy  and  ability  have  carried  him  forward 
into  important  business  relations  and  who  in  social, 
military  and  political  circles  has  won  a high  and  hon- 
ored place  and  has  left  an  impress  for  good  upon  the 
community. 


CARL  JANSEN. 

Carl  Jansen,  controlling  a large  real-estate  business 
in  Orlando  and  otherwise  identified  in  a prominent 
way  with  important  business  interests  in  the  city,  is 
a native  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  a son  of  Carl  Jan- 
sen, a well  known  banker  in  that  city.  He  grew  to 
manhood  there  and  began  his  independent  career  as 
a partner  with  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  a bank, 
later  turning  his  attention  to  the  grocery  and  export- 
ing business. 

Carl  Jansen  remained  in  Copenhagen  until  1891, 
when,  seeking  a more  advantageous  business  field,  he 
came  to  America,  locating  first  in  Chicago,  where  he 
spent  some  time  clerking  and  bookkeeping,  becoming 
familiar  with  American  business  methods.  Although 
he  was  practically  without  resources  when  he  came 
to  this  country,  his  progress  has  been  steady  and  his 
rise  rapid,  his  career  furnishing  many  excellent  exam- 
ples of  the  power  of  determination,  ambition  and  enter- 
prise in  the  accomplishment  of  success.  After  some 
time  spent  in  the  employ  of  the  Pullman  Car  Company 
Mr.  Jansen  went  to  New  York,  remaining  two  years 
in  that  city  and  in  Brooklyn,  after  which  he  came  to 
Florida,  locating  in  De  Soto  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  growing  oranges  and  pineapples  on  an  extensive 
scale  for  three  years.  In  1903  he  came  to  Orlando 
and  secured  a position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  Over- 
street  Turpentine  Company,  in  which  position  he  had 
the  opportunity  to  get  well  acquainted  with  land  and 
land  values.  He  became  an  expert  judge  of  property 
values  and  in  1912  resigned  his  position  in  order  to 
open  a real-estate  office  of  his  own  in  Orlando,  an  en- 
terprise which  he  has  since  conducted.  He  handles  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  property  and  does  a lucrative 
business,  being  numbered  today  among  the  prominent 
and  representative  men  of  the  city.  He  was  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  one  year  and  still  retains 
his  membership  in  that  body,  and  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Irrigated  Farms  Company,  of  which 
he  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer. 


Mr.  Jansen  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Marzin,  a native 
of  Berlin,  Germany,  of  Holland  ancestry.  They  have 
six  children,  Ida,  Ella,  Hilda,  Carl,  Jr.,  Else  and  Vera. 
Mr.  Jansen  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  being  exalted 
ruler  of  Orlando  Lodge,  No.  1079,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  served  as 
master  of  his  lodge  in  the  years  1911  and  1912.  He  is 
beyond  all  question  a successful  man  and  his  prosper- 
ity is  the  more  creditable  to  him  since  it  has  been  at- 
tained entirely  through  his  own  efforts.  He  possesses 
a spirit  of  initiative,  a faculty  for  seeing  and  recog- 
nizing opportunity  and  the  power  of  carrying  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes.  He 
is  therefore  a valued  addition  to  the  ranks  of  Orlando’s 
adopted  citizens  and  a man  whose  energy,  enthusiasm 
and  public  spirit  would  be  recognized  and  honored  in 
any  community. 


LELAND  JOHN  HENDERSON. 

Leland  John  Henderson,  secretary  of  the  Pensacola 
Commercial  Association  and  by  virtue  of  his  position 
and  the  force  of  his  ability  and  personality  a power- 
ful factor  in  business  circles  of  the  city,  is  a native  of 
Oregon,  born  in  Harrisburg,  July  1,  1874.  He  is  a 
son  of  John  Leland  and  Harriet  E.  (Humphrey) 
Henderson  and  a great-grandson  of  John  Henderson, 
who  was  at  one  time  United  States  senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi and  a prominent,  able  and  successful  man. 
This  great-grandfather  was  born  in  Scotland.  He 
moved  to  the  United  States  and  studied  law  while 
flat-boating  down  the  Mississippi  river,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  then 
lived.  About  the  year  1830  he  moved  his  family  south. 
They  comprised  himself,  John  Henderson,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  and  his  brother  Henry.  John 
Henderson,  Sr.,  settled  in  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 
The  great-grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Louisa  Diamant,  was  of  French  extraction  and  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  or  nineteen  in  Cherbourg, 
France.  Subsequently  the  great-grandfather  mar- 
ried a widow  by  the  name  of  Louisa  Post,  who  by  her 
first  marriage  had  a daughter,  Julia,  whom  John  Hen- 
derson adopted.  Of  Mr.  Henderson’s  second  union 
one  child  was  born,  Elliot  Henderson,  who  died  in 
Pass  Christian,  Mississippi,  on  February  12,  1913. 
In  1837  the  great-grandfather  was  living  at  Bay  St. 
Louis,  Mississippi,  and  before  that  or  a short  time  after 
at  Pass  Christian,  that  state.  He  was  an  eminent  law- 
yer in  his  time,  was  elected  to  the  United  States  sen- 
ate from  Mississippi  as  a whig  and  served  ten  years. 
He  was  affiliated  with  the  Episcopal  church.  He 
was  a prime  mover  in  the  filibustering  expedition  in 
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1850,  to  free  Cuba,  and  sunk  nearly  all  of  his  fortune 
in  the  attempt.  This  campaign  was  known  as  the  Lopez 
Expedition.  His  brother-in-law,  Henry  Forniquet, 
was  shot  with  Lopez  and  others  in  Cuba.  The  great- 
grandfather was  impeached  for  filibustering  by 
congress  but  was  acquitted.  In  the  national  hall  of 
representatives  he  was  a contemporary  with  Clay,  Cal- 
houn and  Daniel  Webster  and  the  latter  said  of  him 
that  he  was  the  greatest  land  lawyer  in  the  United 
States.  He  died  at  Pass  Christian,  Mississippi, 
between  1855  and  i860.  The  following  is  quoted 
from  his  last  will : “I  have  certain  Cuban  bonds  to 

the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  custody  of  which  I commit  to  the 
care  of  my  sou  Elliot  till  Cuba,  relieved  from  her 
vile  oppression,  shall  become  free  and  independent, 
and  as  on  every  sacred  principle  of  international  law 
she  is  now  entitled  to  be.  If  in  that  day  she  shall  not 
forget  her  early  friends  and  the  expenditures  hon- 
estly made  to  rescue  her  from  her  tyrant  masters, 
these  bonds  shall  be  recognized.” 

The  great-grandfather  on  the  grandmother’s  side 
was  Sherman  Leland  and  the  genealogy  of  the  Leland 
family  was  published  in  1850  by  Weir  & White,  of 
Boston.  About  the  same  time  the  genealogy  of  the 
Henderson  family  was  published. 

John  Henderson,  Jr.,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was 
born  about  1814  or  1815  in  Indiana.  He  was  reared 
in  that  state,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Vicksburg,  Mis- 
sissippi. He  was  a lawyer  by  profession  and  an  aboli- 
tionist before  the  war,  becoming  subsequently  a 
republican.  He  died  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1866,  on  account  of  a shot  wound  which  he 
had  received  in  the  riot  of  July  30th  of  that  year.  In 
relation  to  him  we  quote  the  following  from  an  old 
newspaper  clipping:  “John  Henderson,  Jr.,  died 

yesterday  of  the  results  of  the  injuries  received  in  the 
riot  of  the  30th  of  July.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  and 
must  have  been  about  fifty  years  of  age  when  he  died. 
He  was  the  son  of  Hon.  John  Henderson,  who  was 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  when  Webster, 
Clay,  Calhoun  and  Benton  were  its  members  and  was, 
I believe,  the  last  of  the  whigs  to  represent  Missis- 
sippi in  that  body.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he 
was  deeply  interested  in  and  aided  all  he  could  the 
various  expeditions  of  Lopez  to  gain  independence 
for  Cuba,  being  enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  spread- 
ing of  American  principles  everywhere.  This  feeling 
was  shared  by  his  son,  who,  becoming  a democrat, 
was  even  more  radically  a people’s  man  until  this  and 
other  causes  of  excitement  so  affected  his  brain  that 
in  the  year  before  the  war  he  was  placed  by  his  family 
in  the  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Jackson,  Mis- 
sissippi. Here  he  remained  until  after  the  retreat  of 
Johnston  from  there  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  when 


the  federal  army  entering,  released  all  the  inmates  of 
the  institution  and,  if  I mistake  not,  broke  it  up. 
Henderson  found  his  way  here,  became  a Union  man 
and  was  elected  a member  of  the  convention  in  1864, 
in  which  he  was  a leading  man.  In  the  election  for 
governor  last  year,  Wells  being  the  democratic  candi- 
date and  having  gone  over  seemingly  to  the  side  of  the 
returning  Confederates,  Henderson  with  others 
brought  out  the  name  of  Henry  W.  Allen,  the  late 
rebel  governor,  in  opposition  to  him,  and  Henderson 
stumped  the  state  in  behalf  of  Allen,  whom  though 
recusant  and  in  Mexico,  he  declared  a more  reliable 
Union  man  than  Wells.  Henderson  was  prominent 
in  the  recall  of  the  convention.  He  openly  declared 
its  purposes  to  be,  first,  to  disfranchise  all  ‘rebels’  or 
such  as  had  countenanced  the  rebellion,  first  obtain- 
ing special  pardons  from  congress  for  Howell,  King, 
Cutler  and  the  others  of  their  number  who  had  been 
equally  guilty;  next,  to  give  suffrage  to  the  negroes; 
and  next,  to  lay  hold  of  all  the  offices  of  the  state 
which,  if  not  yielded,  would  be  forced  by  a loyal 
militia  of  colored  men,  aided  by  the  United  States 
military  authorities.  His  frankness  in  everywhere 
proclaiming  these  designs  singled  him  out,  doubt- 
lessly, for  special  violence  on  that  unhappy  day.  He 
was  so  kindly  regarded  by  his  secessionist  acquaint- 
ances that  only  those,  who  knew  him  not,  would  have 
felt  bitterness  towards  him.”  John  Henderson,  Jr., 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Leland,  who 
was  born  October  1,  1818,  at  Roxbury  (Boston), 
Massachusetts,  and  they  had  two  sons:  John  Leland, 
father  of  our  subject;  and  Louis  Forniquet,  living  at 
Hood  River,  Oregon,  and  widely  known  as  educator, 
linguist  and  botanist. 

John  Leland  Henderson,  the  father,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 11,  1852,  in  Boston,  Masachusetts,  and  was 
reared  in  Mississippi,  to  which  state  the  family 
removed  during  his  infancy.  They  first  located  in 
Summit,  where  the  father  attended  school,  subse- 
quently becoming  a student  at  Cornell  University  of 
Ithaca,  New  York.  He  then  removed  to  the  Wil- 
lamette valley  in  Oregon,  teaching  school,  and  from 
there  went  to  Olympia,  Washington.  For  a time 
he  was  principal  of  the  Olympia  Collegiate  Institute 
and  later  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  His 
next  removal  was  to  Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi.  Upon 
admittance  to  the  bar  he  again  went  to  Oregon,  mak- 
ing his  home  successively  in  Hood  River,  Portland 
and  Tillamook,  in  which  latter  place  he  is  now  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  and  follows 
the  legal  profession.  Politically  he  is  a democrat  and 
his  religious  convictions  are  the  professions  of  a 
Protestant.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Elizabeth 
Humphrey,  of  Harrisburg,  Oregon,  where  she  was 
born  on  September  1,  1856,  and  reared.  She  makes 
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her  home  in  Olympia,  Washington.  Her  father, 
Alfred  Humphrey,  was  born  on  December  17,  1815, 
near  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  was  reared  in  that 
state  and  in  Fairfield,  Ohio.  During  his  active  life 
he  followed  farming.  He  was  a republican  in  politics 
and  a member  of  the  Christian  church.  His  death 
occurred  in  Harrisburg,  Oregon,  June  18,  1884.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Olive  Snow, 
the  Mormon  poetess.  His  second  wife,  who  was 
before  her  marriage  Polly  Warren  Loomis,  was  born 
March  31,  1821,  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  between 
Fredonia  and  Dunkirk.  She  was  reared  in  New  York 
state  and  Fairfield,  Iowa.  Her  marriage  occurred  in 
the  latter  place  in  1849  and  she  became  the  mother  of 
two  daughters : Florence  Hannah,  the  younger,  who 

was  born  August  8,  1859;  and  Harriet  Elizabeth,  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  The  two  sisters  are  living  in 
Olympia,  Washington.  John  Leland  Henderson  and 
Harriet  E.  Humphrey  were  married  on  January  28, 
1873,  at  Harrisburg,  Oregon,  and  to  them  were  born 
six  children,  of  whom  our  subject,  Leland  John,  is  the 
eldest.  The  others  were:  Julia,  born  November  11, 

1877,  who  passed  away  December  18,  1897;  Louis 
Forniquet,  born  May  30,  1881,  a civil  and  mechanical 
engineer  of  Hood  River,  Oregon;  Edwin  A.,  born 
June  28,  1883,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness in  Olympia,  Washington ; Sidney  Elliot,  born 
December  29,  1886,  a university  student  at  Eugene, 
Oregon;  and  Faith,  born  June  27,  1888,  of  Portland, 
Oregon. 

The  name  Henderson  is  an  old  one  in  Scotland  and 
the  family  has  been  living  in  Fife  for  four  hundred 
years  and  over.  The  chief  seat  is  at  Fordell.  The 
following  is  taken  from  an  old  clipping  from  the 
Times-Democrat  of  New  Orleans:  “One  progenitor 

was  Robert,  a man  of  prominence  in  the  reign  of 
James  III.  Tames,  of  Fordell,  was  a great  figure  in 
the  time  of  James  IV,  lord  justice  and  king’s  advo- 
cate, and  he  received  a charter  under  the  great  seal. 
Accompanying  James  in  the  unfortunate  expedition 
into  England,  both  he  and  his  eldest  son  lost  their 
lives  with  their  royal  leader  at  the  field  of  Flodden. 

“George  Henderson,  of  the  next  generation,  was 
granted  lands  in  the  shires  of  Fife  and  Edinburgh 
by  Queen  Mary  of  Scotland,  and  his  wife  was  one 
of  her  maids  of  honor.  He,  too,  gave  his  life  for  his 
country.  His  son  James  married  Jean,  daughter  of 
William  Murray,  Baron  of  Tullibardine. 

“James  Henderson  was  a man  of  parts  and  in 
great  favor  with  James  VI,  who  conferred  a singular 
favor  upon  him,  on  terms  of  great  honor  both  to  him- 
self and  his  family : 

“ ‘James  Henderson,  of  Fordell,  is  hereby  excused 
from  attending  the  wars  all  the  days  of  his  life,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  good,  true  and  thankful  services  not 


only  done  by  himself  but  also  by  his  predecessors,  of 
worthy  memory,  in  all  times  past  without  defection  at 
any  time  from  the  royal  obedience,  that  become  good 
and  faithful  subjects.  Dated  at  our  palace  of  Holly- 
woodhouse,  February  27th,  and  the  twenty-first  year 
of  our  reign. 

“‘(Signed  by  the  King.)’ 

“Gallant  officers  in  Danish  and  French  wars  were 
of  Henderson  stock  and  Sir  Francis,  a colonel  under 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  like  so  many  of  his  race  was 
slain  in  battle. 

“One  of  the  great  names  in  the  history  of  Scot- 
land is  Alexander  Henderson  and,  next  to  Knox,  the 
most  famous  of  Scottish  ecclesiastics.  The  Presby- 
terian body  in  Scotland  largely  owes  to  him  its  dogmas 
and  organization  and  he  is  considered  the  second 
founder  of  the  Reformed  church.  Of  the  assembly  in 
1641,  sitting  at  Edinburgh,  he  was  moderator.  Here 
he  proposed  that  a confession  of  faith,  a catechism 
and  a form  of  government  should  be  drawn  up. 
Afterward  he  was  one  of  those  sent  to  London  to 
represent  Scotland  in  the  assembly  at  Westminster. 
He  was  chaplain  to  King  Charles  when  he  visited 
Scotland  and  more  in  sympathy  with  his  religious 
views,  perhaps,  than  his  friends  liked  to  believe. 
While  nominally  professing  respect  for  the  royal  office, 
the  covenant  prepared  by  Henderson  was  entered  into 
for  the  defense  of  the  true  religion  as  reformed  from 
Popery.  The  spirit  in  which  it  was  signed  was  that 
of  great  fervor.  Many  subscribed  with  tears  on  their 
cheeks  and  it  was  commonly  reported  that  some 
signed  with  their  blood.  Those  were  the  days  when 
men  died  for  their  religion  and  when  women  did  not 
possess  their  souls  in  patience.  At  a church  service 
where  a certain  ritual  was  introduced,  unpopular  with 
the  people,  its  use  provoked  an  uproar,  of  which  the 
stool  flung  at  the  dean  by  Jennie  Geddes  was  the 
symbol. 

“A  scholar  of  great  linguistic  attainment  was 
Ebenezer  Henderson,  Scottish  missionary,  living  at 
the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

“The  romance  of  the  family  is  furnished  by  a cer- 
tain Sir  John,  who,  fighting  the  natives  in  darkest 
Africa,  ‘was  rescued  by  a lady,’  so  the  records  say. 
Ladies  do  happen  along,  now  and  then,  at  the  most 
opportune  times ! But  that  isn’t  all.  She  was  a royal 
or  a noble  personage,  which  adds  just  so  much  interest 
and  thrill  to  the  narrative,  and  she  was  probably 
wearing  her  crown  at  the  very  moment  of  rescue,  for 
descendants  of  the  hero  of  this  story  still  preserve 
under  glass  ‘a  picture  of  this  lady  with  a coronet  on 
her  head,  and  a landskip’ — a representation  probably 
of  the  very  scene  of  the  rescue.  If  only  more  ances- 
tors had  delightful  stories  like  this  packed  away  in 
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family  archives  the  pages  of  ancestral  lore  would  be 
vastly  more  cheerful  reading.  Sir  John  was  knighted 
by  Charles  I. 

“About  the  time  of  the  revolutions  Hendersons 
found  their  way  from  Scotland  to  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  and  were  prominent  in  the  Continental  army. 
Leonard  Henderson,  son  of  Richard,  was  chief  justice 
and  a man  of  national  reputation.  His  brother,  Archi- 
bald, of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  was  also  a great 
lawyer.  A monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  by 
the  bar  of  the  state. 

“A  partner  of  Daniel  Boone  in  the  purchase  of  Ken- 
tucky from  the  Indians  was  Richard  Henderson,  son 
of  Samuel,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1700  and 
married  Elizabeth  Williams,  of  Wales.  Richard’s 
brother  Samuel  married  Elizabeth  Calloway,  who  had 
a romantic  career,  just  like  the  heroine  of  a novel. 
She  was  captured  by  Indians  and  rescued  by  her 
lover,  Samuel  Henderson.  Their  daughter  Fanny  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  the  present  state  of 
Kentucky. 

“James  Henderson,  of  the  southern  branch  of  the 
family,  was  one  whom  his  state  and  his  country  de- 
lighted to  honor.  He  was  secretary  of  state  of  Texas 
in  1837,  having  removed  early  in  life  from  North 
Carolina,  where  he  was  born,  to  Texas.  He  was  min- 
ister to  England  to  procure  the  recognition  of  Texan 
independence  and  a few  years  later  was  special  minis- 
ter to  the  United  States  to  secure  the  annexation  of 
Texas.  He  was  a member  of  the  state  constitutional 
convention  and  afterward  chosen  governor.  He  was 
also  United  States  senator. 

“The  Hendersons  ever  proved  themselves  patriots. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Henderson  was  in  the 
Revolution  throughout  the  war  and  in  every  battle 
fought  in  South  Carolina.  He  was  popular  with  his 
soldiers,  requiring  nothing  of  them  not  shared  by 
himself. 

“The  roster  also  includes  Sergeant  Major  Pleasant 
Henderson,  Captain  Thomas  and  Samuel. 

“The  family  were  among  the  principal  founders  of 
the  state  government  at  the  close  of  the  war.  As  a 
race  they  have  ever  been  distinguished  for  intellectual 
endowments.  We  find  a great  number  of  college 
graduates  and  the  women,  even  in  the  early  days,  were 
educated  as  well  as  the  men.  Other  characteristics  are 
hatred  of  effeminacy  and  scorn  of  cowardliness  and 
physical  pain.  Marriage  connections  include  the 
families  of  Governor  Alexander  Martin,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Wallaces,  the  Daltons,  of  Mississippi, 
and  the  Broduax  family,  of  North  Carolina,  the  latter 
armigers  from  the  time  of  Henry  VI  of  England. 

“The  Scottish  branch  intermarried  with  the  families 
of  Bruce,  Stuart,  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  and  Sir  John 
Hamilton,  lord  chief  justice. 
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“The  arms  of  the  Hendersons  of  Fordell  and  taken 
from  the  baronage  of  Scotland  is:  gules,  three  piles 
issuing  out  of  the  sinister  side  argent,  and  on  a chief 
of  the  last  a crescent  azure  between  two  spots  of 
ermine,  with  the  baronets’  badge  in  the  center.  Sup- 
porters, two  mestrixes  ermine.  Crest,  a hand  holding 
a star,  surmounted  by  a crescent.  Motto,  Sola  Virtus 
Nobilitat.” 

As  mentioned  before,  the  maternal  grandmother’s 
name  was  Polly  Warren  Loomis  and  this  family  is 
also  an  old  and  distinguished  one.  At  Shalford  parish 
church  in  England  is  where  Joseph  Loomis  (1590- 
1658)  married  Mary  White  (1590-1652)  on  June  31, 
1614.  They  came  to  Boston  on  July  17,  1638. 
Exhaustive  examinations  have  been  made  of  the 
records  of  the  family  at  Leyden,  Holland,  and  in 
Ireland,  Scotland  and  Wales  and  it  was  found  that 
the  strain  is  of  Saxon  origin  and  that  it  dates  undoubt- 
edly from  the  historic  old  Lancanshire,  England.  Here 
the  surname  was  first  assumed  and  for  eight  hundred 
years,  from  Saxon  time  till  the  present,  the  “Lomas” 
family  appears  to  have  resided  in  every  parish  in 
which  it  first  became  a family  with  a surname.  The 
name  is  found  on  the  record  of  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  taxes  of  Lancanshire,  which  was  granted  to 
Edward  III  by  parliament  in  the  sixth  year  of  his 
reign,  1333. 

From  Joseph  Loomis,  the  American  progenitor,  an 
actual  tabulation  has  been  made  which  shows  that  five 
million,  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  Americans  have  sprung  from  this  single 
marriage  with  Mary  White.  Probably  the  oldest 
ancestral  estate  in  America  in  perpetual  possession  of 
its  founders  is  the  Joseph  Loomis  home  at  Windsor, 
Connecticut,  built  in  the  years  1639  and  1640.  This 
homestead  has  been  endowed  by  the  family  as  the 
nucleus  of  a great  institution  of  learning.  The 
Loomises  have  been  connected  with  almost  every 
activity  in  the  development  of  the  United  States.  The 
grandmother’s  immediate  family  comprised  thirteen 
brothers  and  two  sisters. 

Leland  J.  Henderson  attended  public  and  prepara- 
tory schools  at  Olympia,  Washington,  where  he  was  a 
student  in  the  Olympia  Collegiate  Institute.  He 
studied  civil  engineering  and  in  that  capacity  worked 
in  Bay  St.  Louis  and  Gulfport,  Mississippi,  also 
conducting  a land  and  abstract  office.  He  later  estab- 
lished himself  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  Pass  Chris- 
tian, Mississippi,  and  later  in  Apalachicola,  Florida. 
He  became  prominent  in  business  life  and  for  some 
time  served  as  secretary  of  the  local  Board  of  Trade, 
holding  also  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Mississippi- 
to-Atlantic  Inland  Waterway  Association,  of  which 
he  was  the  organizer.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Florida 
Land  & Abstract  Company,  of  the  Florida  Coast 
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Realty  Company  and  of  the  Florida  Corporation,  these 
connections  indicating  something  of  the  scope  and 
importance  of  his  various  interests.  Since  coming  to 
Pensacola  in  January,  1912,  Mr.  Henderson  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Commercial  Association  and  has 
proven  himself  well  fitted  for  the  responsible  position 
he  occupies.  He  has  made  his  experience  in  work  of 
this  character  and  in  the  development  of  his  own 
business  enterprises  the  basis  of  far-reaching,  pro- 
gressive and  constructive  work  in  the  interests  of  the 
city  and,  being  modern  in  his  views  and  aggressive  in 
action,  makes  his  influence  felt  as  a force  in  business 
expansion. 

On  January  1,  1897,  at  Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi, 
Mr.  Henderson  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Ansley,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  L.  and  Molly  M.  (Blackwell) 
Ansley.  Mrs.  Henderson  was  born  March  29,  1880, 
at  Midway,  Alabama.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  of  whom  Ruth  survives.  She  was 
born  at  Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi,  on  December  4, 
1899.  Flora  and  Helen,  both  of  whom  were  born  at 
the  same  place,  have  passed  away. 

Mr.  Henderson  is  a devout  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  and  has  acted  as  local  preacher,  his  reli- 
gious beliefs  being  the  guiding  principle  of  his  life. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic 
party  and  in  1912  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  presiden- 
tial electors  for  Florida.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  loyal  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Pensacola,  a progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen  and  a far-sighted  and  capable  business  man. 
All  who  know  him  esteem  and  respect  him  and  his 
circle  of  friends  is  an  extensive  one. 


JAMES  MASTERS. 

An  agriculturist  during  his  entire  active  life,  James 
Masters,  of  Elkton,  Florida,  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  development  of  this  section  along  lines 
of  general  farming  and  fruit  growing  as  well  as  stock- 
raising.  He  owns  a valuable  place  in  the  Elkton  dis- 
trict, which  he  has  partially  under  high  cultivation, 
and  also  owns  a home  on  Anastasia  Island,  St.  Augus- 
tine, where  he  spends  part  of  his  time  every  year.  He 
is  a scion  of  one  of  the  very  old  Florida  families,  who 
for  five  generations  have  made  this  state  their  home, 
the  first  ancestor,  the  great-great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  coming  to  this  land  of  flowers  in  the 
train  of  the  Spanish  army,  shouldering  a musket  in 
the  colonial  service  of  the  Spanish  sovereign.  James 
Masters  was  born  May  23,  1848,  and  calls  St.  Augus- 
tine his  native  city.  He  is  a son  of  Bartolo  A.  and  Mary 
Dolores  (Menzona)  Masters,  both  natives  of  the  same 


city.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  Bartolo  Celes- 
tine  Masters,  born  in  St.  Augustine,  and  he  in  turn 
was  a son  of  Bartolo  Masters,  also  a native,  whose 
father  in  turn  was  also  born  here.  The  two  grand- 
mothers of  our  subject,  both  of  St.  Augustine,  were 
native  born,  and  the  maternal  grandfather,  Francis 
Menzona,  was  a native  of  Italy,  whence  he  came  to 
Florida.  The  great-great-grandfather  Masters  reared 
a large  family  of  five  or  six  children,  all  of  whom  spent 
all  their  lives,  and  died,  near  St.  Augustine.  The  great- 
grandfather, Bartolo  Masters,  followed  mercantile 
lines  during  most  of  his  active  life  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, a son  and  a daughter.  The  former,  the  grand- 
father, Bartolo  Celestine  Masters,  had  a family  of 
eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  his 
life’s  occupations  consisted  mainly  of  farming  and 
merchandising.  He  specialized  along  gardening  and 
most  of  the  fruits  and  vegetables  which  he  sold  in  his 
store  he  raised  on  his  own  land.  Fie  also  was  a pro- 
ficient stock-raiser,  specializing  in  high-grade  cattle. 
Bartolo  A.  Masters  was  born  September  15,  1825,  and 
passed  away  December  6,  1865,  at  the  age  of  only 
forty  years.  During  his  active  life  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  on  a property  which  was  situ- 
ated where  Elkton  now  stands.  He  served  with  dis- 
tinction for  the  period  of  one  year  in  the  Seminole 
Indian  war  and  suffered  such  hardships  and  priva- 
tions during  that  campaign  that  his  health  ever  after 
was  seriously  impaired,  the  effects  of  the  campaign 
largely  contributing  towards  those  causes  which 
brought  about  his  demise.  In  his  days  he  was  a great 
hunter  and  one  of  the  finest  shots  in  the  neighborhood, 
a man  of  large  mind  and  large  heart  who  loved  his 
out-of-doors  and  was  happiest  with  his  gun  and  his 
knapsack  in  the  woods.  His  family  had  been  strong 
adherents  of  the  whig  faction  of  the  government  and 
he  was  imbued  with  many  of  the  principles  of  that 
party,  in  the  cause  of  which  he  stanchly  believed. 
Therefore  he  was  irrevocably  opposed  to  the  Civil 
war  and  went  to  the  length  of  refusing  to  take  part 
in  a struggle  which  had  for  its  object  the  destruction 
of  the  LTnited  States  government,  and  although  his 
enemies  might  have  accused  him  of  other  motives  in 
refusing  to  accept  service  for  the  sake  of  the  south, 
the  courage  and  bravery  he  displayed  in  the  Indian 
campaigns  stood  out  in  such  vivid  colors  and  he  there 
had  exhibited  such  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  cause 
that  soon  no  accusing  voice  remained  that  would  ques- 
tion his  motive  or  anyone  stood  forth  who  could  have 
doubt  as  to  the  honesty  of  his  convictions.  Three  of 
his  brothers,  however,  served  in  the  great  civil  con- 
flict in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army  and  cov- 
ered themselves  with  distinction.  The  mother  long 
survived  her  husband,  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years,  and  at  the  time  of  her  funeral  there 
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were  in  attendance  ninety-eight  descendants,  consisting 
of  children,  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren. 
She  was  born  January  29,  1822,  and  passed  to  her  final 
rest  July  3,  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartolo  Masters  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  James  of  this 
review  is  the  eldest.  The  others  are : Philip,  of  St. 
John  county;  Bartolo;  Mary  Jane,  the  wife  of  F.  C. 
Rogero,  of  Hollandale,  Florida;  Frank,  of  Elkton; 
and  Eugene. 

James  Masters  was  born  and  reared  to  manhood  in 
St.  John  county  and  never  since  his  birth  has  crossed 
the  boundaries  of  the  state  of  Florida.  The  only  time 
in  sixty-five  years  that  he  saw  snow  was  on  the  9th 
of  February,  1898,  and  but  twice  has  he  witnessed  a 
frost  severe  enough  to  kill  the  orange  trees.  All  his 
life  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  engaging 
in  general  farming  and  paying  particular  attention  to 
stock-raising  and  fruit  growing.  Lie  owns  five  hun- 
dred and  five  acres  of  land,  of  which  one  hundred  and 
five  are  comprised  in  the  home  place  at  Elkton,  and  of 
these  thirty  are  under  cultivation.  One  of  the  pioneer 
arrivals  in  the  district,  he  was  the  first  man  in  the 
Elkton  region  to  cut  logs.  He  has  made  a number  of 
substantial  improvements  since  he  has  located  on  the 
farm  and  his  enterprise  and  industry  have  brought 
to  him  gratifying  financial  results  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  land.  His  place  is  well  drained  and  he  has  installed 
such  equipment  and  placed  thereon  such  conveniences 
as  are  considered  essential  to  modern  agriculture.  Be- 
sides owning  property  in  this  district  he  also  has  a 
home  on  Anastasia  Island,  St.  Augustine,  where  every 
year  he  spends  part  of  his  time. 

Mr.  Masters  was  united  in  marriage,  on  October 
26,  1868,  to  Miss  Lorenza  Pomar,  a native  of  St.  Au- 
gustine, where  her  people  resided  for  three  generations. 
Their  children  all  of  Elkton,  are : B.  J. ; Antonia  J. ; 
Mary  Dolores,  the  wife  of  Eugene  Lopez;  James  A.; 
Florence,  the  wife  of  F.  C.  Chandler;  and  Lorenza, 
who  yet  makes  her  home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Masters  has  always  taken  an  active  and  helpful 
interest  in  political  matters  and  although  he  is  not  a 
politician  in  that  often  implied  sense  of  the  word,  as 
one  who  makes  use  of  public  office  to  further  his 
private  interests,  and  has  never  solicited  office,  has 
consented  to  serve  for  a time  as  county  commissioner, 
retaining  that  position  for  four  years  and  doing  valu- 
able service  in  that  time  which  resulted  greatly  to  the 
benefit  of  the  section.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  church,  of  which  he  is  a devout 
communicant.  Mr.  Masters  has  attained  success  by 
consistently  following  one  line  of  endeavor.  He  has 
succeeded  along  that  path  and  as  the  years  have 
passed  has  become  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
locality  and,  while  attaining  individual  prosperity,  has 
become  an  important  and  forceful  factor  in  general 


development.  He  set  himself  the  motto  to  do  well 
whatever  he  undertook  and  he  has  done  so  to  his  own 
benefit  and  to  that  of  others,  always  glad  to  bear  his 
share  in  the  work  of  making  this  what  he  believes  it 
will  one  day  become — one  of  the  richest  sections  in 
the  world.  Actuated  by  a spirit  of  contagious  enthusi- 
asm that  is  an  inspiration  to  others,  he  quietly  carries 
on  his  labors  as  a serviceable  factor  in  the  growth  and 
upbuilding  of  the  Elkton  district,  which  has  no  more 
loyal  advocate  than  James  Masters. 


ENOCH  E.  SKIPPER. 

The  central  figure  in  banking  circles  of  southern 
Florida  is  undoubtedly  Enoch  E.  Skipper,  to  whose 
initiative  spirit  and  organizing  power  at  least  five  of 
the  most  important  financial  institutions  in  this  part 
of  the  state  owe  their  expansion,  growth  and  develop- 
ment. Although  he  has  attained  in  this  field  such 
prominence  and  signal  prosperity  it  by  no  means 
limits  the  scope  of  his  interests  or  the  extent  of  his 
activities,  for  he  is  a leader  in  local  politics  and  in 
general  business  life  and  is  always  to  be  found  among 
the  foremost  in  any  project  for  the  improvement  or 
progress  of  the  community  in  which  he  was  born.  He 
is  one  of  Polk  county’s  native  sons,  his  father,  John 
Skipper,  having  been  one  of  the  three  first  white  men 
to  settle  east  of  Peace  river.  The  grandfather  came 
to  this  state  in  his  childhood  and  his  son,  John  Skipper, 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in 
Florida.  Settling  in  Polk  county  about  the  year  1857, 
he  here  engaged  in  farming  and  cattle  raising,  occupa- 
tions in  which  he  continued  active  until  his  death  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four. 

Enoch  E.  Skipper  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  and  private  schools  of  Polk  county  and  when 
he  laid  aside  his  books,  joined  his  father  in  the  cattle 
business,  later  establishing  an  enterprise  of  this  char- 
acter for  himself.  Pie  added  to  his  activities  by  buy- 
ing and  selling  land  and  still  purchases  large  tracts 
which  he  improves  and  sells.  As  Polk  county  became 
more  thickly  populated  and  its  business  and  agricul- 
tural interests  developed,  Mr.  Skipper  recognized  a 
broader  and  more  profitable  field  of  labor  and,  dis- 
posing of  his  cattle  business,  engaged  in  buying  and 
selling  real  estate  and  in  banking,  eventually  confining 
all  of  his  work  to  the  latter  business.  He  is  today 
president  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Bartow,  an  institu- 
tion which  lie  aided  in  establishing.  The  bank  was 
organized  November  14,  1911,  with  a capital  stock  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  with  the  following 
officers : E.  E.  Skipper,  president ; D.  H.  Skipper,  vice 
president;  and  G.  B.  Skipper,  cashier. 
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Its  deposits  amount  to  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars  and  four  per  cent  interest  is  paid  on 
all  savings  accounts.  In  addition  to  his  connection 
with  that  institution,  Mr.  Skipper  of  this  review  is 
also  president  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Mulberry  and 
of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Zephyrhills,  institutions 
which  he  aided  in  organizing.  He  founded  and  now 
controls  the  stock  of  Skipper  & Sons,  Bankers,  in 
Sebring,  and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  J.  O. 
Whidden  & Co.,  Bankers,  of  Bradley,  Florida.  His 
knowledge  of  the  banking  business  is  comprehensive 
and  exact  and  he  is  recognized  as  a far-sighted  and 
discriminating  financier  among  the  most  able  business 
men  of  Florida,  in  whose  ranks  he  stands.  An  initia- 
tive spirit  developed  by  many  years  of  constructive  and 
important  work  along  business  lines  has  formed  the 
salient  element  in  his  success,  combining  with  his  en- 
ergy, his  resourcefulness  and  his  enterprise  to  make  him 
capable  of  carrying  forward  to  successful  completion 
the  most  difficult  business  project. 

Mr.  Skipper  married  Miss  Mattie  Blount  of  Bar- 
tow, a daughter  of  Major  Nathan  S.  Blount,  who  held 
his  title  in  the  Confederate  army.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Skipper  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children. 
Blanch  E.  married  E.  O.  Douglas  of  Sebring,  cashier 
of  E.  E.  Skipper  & Sons,  Bankers,  in  that  city.  Milton 
E.  is  in  charge  of  the  postoffice  at  Sebring.  He  is  a 
director  in  the  bank  at  that  city  and  also  in  the  Citi- 
zens Bank  at  Bartow.  Glenn  B.  is  cashier  of  the 
Citizens  Bank  in  Bartow,  vice  president  of  the 
Citizens  Bank  at  Mulberry  and  a director  in  the  bank 
at  Zephyrhills. 

Aside  from  his  position  in  banking  circles,  Mr. 
Skipper  has  also  made  his  influence  felt  in  local  public 
affairs,  being  one  of  the  strong  supporters  of  the 
republican  party.  For  twenty  years  he  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  republican  state  central  committee 
and  in  1902  was  appointed  by  President  Roosevelt 
postmaster  of  Bartow  and  was  reappointed  in  the 
president’s  second  term. 

Some  idea  of  the  efficiency  of  the  work  which  he 
did  and  the  excellent  results  which  attended  his  labors 
may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  when  he  assumed 
charge  of  the  office  the  postal  receipts  amounted  to 
five  thousand  dollars,  whereas  they  are  now  eleven 
thousand  dollars.  The  total  salary  paid  to  employes 
in  1902  was  twenty-eight  hundred  dollars  and  is  now 
twelve  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Skipper  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South.  In  Bar- 
tow his  name  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  a synonym 
for  progress  and  advancement  along  many  lines,  for 
throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  directed  his  efforts 
where  mature  judgment  and  sound  discrimination 
have  led  the  way.  He  has  thus  become  well  known  in 
financial  circles  and  occupies  an  enviable  position 


among  those  who  have  achieved  prominence  as 
a man  of  marked  ability  and  substantial  worth  in  this 
section  of  the  state. 


COHEN  BROTHERS. 

Every  citizen  of  Jacksonville  points  with  pride  to 
the  mammoth  commercial  enterprise  conducted  under 
the  name  of  Cohen  Brothers.  The  business  was  estab- 
lished in  1866  as  a general  store  and  covered  five  thou- 
sand square  feet.  Something  of  the  growth  of  this 
business  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  they  now  occupy 
a square  block  with  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  thou- 
sand square  feet.  This  is  recognized  as  the  largest  and 
foremost  department  store  of  the  state  and  is  the  larg- 
est department  store  of  the  United  States  in  a city  of 
equal  size.  They  occupy  a building  four  stories  in 
height  with  basement.  The  structure  is  modern,  well 
lighted  and  ventilated  and  contains  everything  to  be 
found  in  a first-class  establishment  of  this  character, 
including  a full  line  of  goods  of  foreign  and  domes- 
tic manufacture,  most  attractively  and  tastefully 
arranged.  The  business  methods  of  the  house  are 
highly  commendable.  Courteous  treatment  and  hon- 
orable principles  characterize  every  business  trans- 
action and  the  policy  of  the  house  is  one  which 
commends  it  to  all.  Its  success  is  attributable  to  the 
enterprise  of  the  owners,  who  have  wisely  utilized 
every  chance  for  advancement,  have  studied  conditions 
of  trade,  and  by  careful  management  and  using  keen 
discernment  have  built  up  a business  second  to  none 
in  the  state. 


WILLIS  BERLIN  POWELL. 

Self-reliance,  independence  and  unfaltering  deter- 
mination, guided  and  controlled  by  sound  and  prac- 
tical business  judgment  have  formed  the  basis  of  the 
success  of  Willis  Berlin  Powell  and  have  carried  him 
forward  from  the  position  of  typesetter,  which  he  held 
at  the  age  of  eight,  to  that  of  secretary  of  the  Tampa 
Board  of  Trade,  which  he  has  filled  with  signal  ability 
for  the  past  four  years.  The  steps  in  his  rise  have 
been  gradual  and  progressive  and  they  have  been 
taken  along  the  road  of  hard  work  and  untiring  indus- 
try, but  their  directing  forces  have  been  at  all  times 
honorable  and  their  results  gratifying  in  an  unusual 
degree. 

Mr.  Powell  was  born  in  Wapakoneta,  Ohio,  April 
12,  1868,  and  is  a son  of  Otho  James  and  Sophia 
(Smith)  Powell,  the  former  a native  of  Maryland  and 
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the  latter  of  Ohio.  Their  marriage  occurred  at  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war  in  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  at  that  time  edited  a paper,  going 
from  there  to  Wapakoneta  and  thence  to  Chicago, 
Ohio.  He  was  afterward  a newspaper  publisher  in 
Garrett,  Indiana,  and  in  Lexington,  Missouri,  and 
during  the  later  years  of  his  active  career  was  engaged 
in  the  job  printing  business  in  St.  Louis.  He  has 
now  retired  from  active  life  and  is  living  on  his  citrus 
grove  at  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 

Willis  Berlin  Powell  acquired  his  education  largely 
by  experience  and  this  has  proven  an  excellent  school, 
having  developed  in  him  the  qualities  of  energy,  self- 
reliance  and  enterprise  which  have  dominated  and 
influenced  the  activities  of  his  career.  At  the  early 
age  of  eight  he  began  earning  his  own  livelihood,  set- 
ting type  in  a printing  office  and  entering  at  this  time 
upon  a period  if  identification  with  the  newspaper 
business  which  extended  over  many  years  and  which 
brought  him  a great  deal  of  well  deserved  prominence 
and  success.  Advancement  came  rapidly.  At  four- 
teen he  was  reporter  and  at  sixteen  he  was  editor  and 
owner  of  the  Colwich  (Kan.)  Courier — a remark- 
able record,  the  early  promise  of  which  has  been  fully 
justified  by  his  latter  achievements.  Since  that  time 
he  has  edited  various  important  newspapers  through- 
out the  United  States,  including  the  American  Ad- 
vertiser, and  he  has  made  a study  of  the  science  of 
publicity,  thoroughly  mastering  it  in  principle  and  in 
intricate  detail.  He  is  today  an  expert  publicist  and  a 
great  deal  of  his  splendid  success  in  his  present  position 
is  due  to  his  ability  along  this  line.  After  he  left  the 
American  Advertiser,  he  accepted  the  position  of  ad- 
vertising manager  of  a large  department  store  and  he 
has  acted  in  that  capacity  for  many  of  the  largest  insti- 
tutions of  this  kind  in  St.  Louis,  Cleveland  and  Nash- 
ville. He  was  afterward  manager  of  a large  mail 
order  house  in  St.  Louis  and  when  he  abandoned  this 
connection  returned  to  the  newspaper  field,  establish- 
ing the  Independent  at  St.  Petersburg,  Florida.  He 
disposed  of  this  paper  in  order  to  go  to  California, 
but  after  three  months  came  again  to  Florida,  locat- 
ing in  Tampa,  where  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  a position  which  he  has  filled  with 
credit  and  ability  since  that  time.  He  discharges  his 
important  duties  in  a constructive,  efficient  and  ca- 
pable way  and  in  four  years  has  accomplished  a great 
deal  of  lasting  and  beneficial  work,  making  for  the 
betterment  of  business  conditions  and  for  the  progress 
and  development  of  the  city  at  large. 

In  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1898,  Mr. 
Powell  married  Miss  Nancy  Morell,  a daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Morell  of  St.  Louis.  They  have  become 
the  parents  of  a daughter,  Maxine  Morell,  thirteen 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Powell  is  a charming  and  cultured 


woman  who  keeps  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern 
thought  along  many  lines,  her  interests  centering  in 
civic  development,  a work  to  which  she  has  given  her 
energies  and  talents  for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  Powell  has  no  fraternal  affiliations  beyond  mem- 
bership in  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  but  he  is  well 
known  in  club  circles  of  the  city,  holding  membership 
in  the  German  Club  and  the  Tampa  Automobile  and 
Golf  Club.  He  is  well-known  in  the  latter  organization, 
for  he  is  an  enthusiastic  golfer  and  many  of  his  leisure 
hours  are  spent  on  the  links.  He  has  done  a great 
deal  to  promote  public  development,  advancement  and 
progress,  but  has  never  sought  public  office,  preferring 
to  work  independently  and  along  the  lines  which  spe- 
cially claim  his  interest.  He  is,  however,  an  excellent 
citizen,  supporting  readily  and  heartily  movements 
and  projects  for  the  general  welfare  and  remaining  al- 
ways an  active  force  in  municipal  growth.  Although 
not  a member  of  any  religious  denomination,  he  yet 
recognizes  the  laws  of  that  universal  church,  whose 
members  believe  in  universal  brotherhood,  pay  their 
debts  and  deal  honestly  and  honorably  with  all  men. 


THE  BAKER-HOLMES  COMPANY. 

The  substantial,  permanent  growth  of  any  commu- 
nity is  measured  by  the  growth  of  its  individual  citizens. 
As  they  progress,  their  city  or  state  reaches  larger 
importance.  Jacksonville  is  a splendid  illustration  of 
the  truth  of  this  assertion.  It  has  been  fortunate  from 
its  earliest  years  in  the  character  of  the  men  who 
have  guided  its  commercial  affairs,  for  those  who  have 
been  most  influential,  have  been  men  of  force  and 
integrity. 

This  city  has  grown  to  its  present  importance 
through  a series  of  disasters  that  would  have  quelled 
the  spirits  of  less  indomitable  citizenry.  When  the 
pestilence  of  yellow  fever  overwhelmed  Jacksonville 
in  1888,  striking  down  more  than  five  hundred  inhab- 
itants ; when  the  visitation  of  frost,  in  1894  and  1895, 
brought  ruin  to  the  groves  of  the  state  and  the  conse- 
quent shaking  of  commercial  credits  in  this  city,  even 
then  the  industrial  capital  of  Florida ; when  the  great 
fire  of  1901  scourged  the  city  with  a tangible  loss  of 
millions  of  dollars,  it  took  men  of  nerve  and  character 
to  stand  firm  and  to  face  the  future  with  courage.  But 
such  men  were  at  the  helm  and  with  unflinching  hearts 
they  have  brought  prosperity  out  of  ruin.  Disaster 
seemed  only  to  bring  a quickened  pace  in  the  inarch 
toward  better  things,  for  it  is  a fact  that  each  of  these 
events  was  made  the  starting  point  for  a greater  and  a 
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better  development  of  Jacksonville  and  of  its  resources 
than  had  been  known  before. 

It  was  in  the  period  following  the  yellow  fever 
epidemic  that  two  young  men  combined  their  limited 
resources  and  formed  the  partnership  of  Baker  & 
Holmes.  J.  Dobbin  Holmes  and  John  D.  Baker,  each 
claiming  the  grand  old  commonwealth  of  North  Caro- 
lina as  their  birthplace,  had  come  to  Florida  a few 
years  earlier,  seeking  wider  fields  and  larger  oppor- 
tunity. It  was  in  the  year  1889  that  they  came  together 
to  handle  grain  and  building  materials,  and  their  capital 
was  two  thousand  dollars.  The  partnership  was  in- 
corporated as  The  Baker  & Holmes  Company  in  1898 
with  a capitalization  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  this 
was  increased  in  1900  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
With  the  expansion  of  the  business  a department  was 
added  to  handle  groceries,  not  as  retailers  but  by 
wholesale,  and  from  the  beginning  the  firm  has  reached 
the  consumer  with  all  its  wares  through  the  medium 
of  the  retail  dealer. 

The  territory  of  the  business  has  expanded  as  the 
firm,  and  later,  the  corporation  have  expanded.  At 
first  the  market  was  limited  to  Jacksonville  and  its 
immediate  surroundings.  Gradually  the  well  earned 
reputation  for  square  dealing  and  the  push  of  enter- 
prising representatives  brought  an  increasing  trade 
from  far  down  the  east  coast  of  the  state,  then  across 
the  state  to  the  west  coast  cities  and  those  of  middle 
Florida,  then  into  the  far  southern  sections  and  finally 
into  southern  and  southwestern  Georgia.  Enterprise 
and  energy  may  erect  a superstructure  of  imposing 
appearance  and  proportions,  but  unless  the  foundations 
are  laid  upon  personal  and  commercial  honor,  it  is 
merely  a matter  of  time  when  it  will  come  crumbling 
to  earth,  burying  its  builders  in  ruin.  It  is  this  char- 
acteristic, this  foundation,  that  has  won  for  the  Baker- 
Holmes  Company  a place  of  honor  among  Florida’s 
commercial  leaders.  It  has  brought  wealth,  and  reward 
more  substantial  than  wealth.  It  has  established  on  a 
firm  base  a business  that  will  be  handed  down  from 
fathers  to  sons  through  generations  to  come.  For 
twenty-five  years  this  business  has  been  under  the  per- 
sonal management  of  the  two  men  who  founded  it.  Its 
growth  has  brought  increasing  responsibility,  and  to 
share  this  burden  Mr.  Thomas  Pollard,  who  came  from 
Pennsylvania,  became  a member  of  the  company.  At 
the  quarter-century  anniversary  of  the  company,  Mr. 
Holmes  was  the  president,  Mr.  Baker  vice  president, 
and  Mr.  Pollard  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Men  whose  business  acumen  builds  such  enterprises 
as  this,  are  not  allowed  to  remain  unmolested  in  private 
life.  Both  of  the  original  partners  of  twenty-five  years 
ago,  have  been  called  to  serve  their  home  city  in  re- 
sponsible and  onerous  positions,  positions  which  have 
brought  only  the  reward  of  public  service  well  per- 


formed and  the  knowledge  of  the  betterment  of  civil 
welfare.  Both  are  prominent  in  church  activities,  in 
society  and  club  life.  Both  occupy  beautiful  homes  in 
the  exclusive  residence  section  of  the  city,  and  these 
are  homes  of  charming  family  life  surrounded  by  all 
that  makes  life  most  worth  living. 


JOHN  FROHOCK. 

John  Frohock  has  many  claims  to  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  citizens  of  Miami,  for  he  served  capably 
in  public  office  for  eight  years  and  has  been  since  that 
time  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  citrus  fruit  growing  industry  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Brunswick,  Georgia, 
April  3,  1872,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  H.  and  Margaret 
(Pacetti)  Frohock,  who  now  reside  in  St.  Marys, 
Georgia.  The  father  was  formerly  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  served  as  a private  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  Civil  war.  After  his  discharge  he  became 
prominent  in  public  life  and  has  since  held  various 
important  official  positions,  serving  as  judge  of  the 
city  court  at  St.  Marys  and  as  a member  of  the  school 
board.  For  a number  of  terms  he  represented  his 
district  in  the  Georgia  state  legislature  as  a representa- 
tive and  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties 
the  same  loyalty,  energy  and  public  spirit  which  marked 
his  service  on  the  southern  battlefields. 

When  John  Frohock  was  twelve  years  of  age  he 
removed  with  his  parents  from  Brunswick  to  St. 
Marys,  Georgia,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  of  both  communities.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  began  earning  his  own  livelihood,  going 
to  Fernandina,  where  for  two  years  he  served  on  the 
police  force.  From  Fernandina  he  went  to  De  Land 
and  was  there  deputy  sheriff  for  four  years,  beginning 
in  this  way  an  identification  with  public  life  which  has 
been  varied  in  service  and  upright  and  honorable  in 
standards  and  ideals.  In  1896  he  came  south  and 
located  in  Palm  Beach,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  deputy  United  States  marshal,  an  office  which 
he  held  for  two  years.  However,  he  did  not  remain  all 
of  this  time  in  Palm  Beach  but  followed  the  railroad 
into  Miami,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  make  his 
home.  In  1899  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  city 
marshall  of  Miami  and  served  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Dade  county,  a posi- 
tion which  he  held  for  two  terms,  having  been  reelected 
in  1904.  After  eight  years  of  honorable  and  efficient 
service  he  retired  from  the  sheriff’s  office  in  January, 
1909,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the  growing 
of  citrus  fruits  and  Florida  vegetables.  He  is  not  only 
one  of  the  most  extensive  growers  of  grapefruit  and 
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Avocado  pears  in  the  vicinity  of  Miami,  but  is  also 
the  largest  shipper  of  the  latter  fruit  in  Dade  county 
as  well  as  one  of  the  largest  growers  and  shippers  of 
tomatoes.  He  owns  four  groves  near  Miami,  upon 
which  there  are  five  thousand  bearing  grapefruit  and 
pear  trees.  This  land  he  purchased  while  still  holding 
office  as  sheriff  at  a very  low  figure  and  by  planting 
trees  and  developing  the  property  has  amassed  a for- 
tune for  himself,  the  value  of  his  groves  and  trees 
being  today  almost  inestimable.  His  success  has  bene- 
fited the  city  and  county  also,  for  his  activities  have 
been  powerful  forces  in  the  development  of  one  of 
the  industries  upon  which  rest  their  present  security 
and  future  growth.  He  has  invested  his  money  judi- 
ciously in  land  and  now  has  valuable  real-estate  hold- 
ings in  and  around  the  city. 

Mr.  Frohock  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
is  well  known  in  social  and  fraternal  circles  of  the 
city.  He  is  a member  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade. 
His  interests  are  thoroughly  identified  with  those  of 
this  section  of  the  state  and  at  all  times  he  is  ready  to 
lend  his  aid  and  cooperation  to  any  movement  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  the  section  or  advance  its  development. 


WALTER  BERNARD  CLARKSON. 

The  bar  of  Duval  county  lost  one  of  its  most  able 
and  successful  representatives  when  Walter  Bernard 
Clarkson  died  in  Jacksonville  on  the  2d  of  January, 
1910.  He  began  life  as  a teacher,  engaged  later  in  the 
real-estate  business,  developed  into  a lawyer,  and  not 
only  won  distinction  and  prominence  in  that  profes- 
sion but  made  his  knowledge  and  ability  doubly 
effective  because  he  devoted  much  time  and  labor  to 
instructing  ambitious  young  men  in  the  principles  of 
law.  He  had  been  a resident  of  Florida  since  1878 
and  Jacksonville  almost  continuously  since  1880,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  was  actively  interested 
in  the  growth  and  development  of  every  legitimate 
interest,  ever  ready  to  give  his  time  and  means  to  the 
promotion  of  the  people’s  interest,  responding  to 
every  call  to  serve  in  an  official  capacity,  giving  to  Jack- 
sonville and  Duval  county  the  best  possible  administra- 
tion of  the  laws  and  aiding  in  the  securing  of  better 
laws,  and  thus  his  citizenship  was  a valuable  asset  to 
the  metropolis  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Clarkson  was  a native  of  Virginia  and  was  a 
descendant  of  English  ancestors  on  both  his  father’s 
and  his  mother’s  side.  He  was  born  in  Richmond, 
Virginia,  June  24,  1857,  a son  of  Colonel  Joseph 
Albert  and  Annie  (Anderson)  Clarkson,  representa- 
tives of  old  Virginia  families.  The  father  was  born 


in  Essex  county,  that  state,  in  1820  and  removed  to 
Richmond  in  1840,  there  engaging  in  the  wholesale 
hardware  business.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
he  commanded  the  militia  as  colonel,  espousing  the 
southern  cause,  but  a second  attack  of  blindness  pre- 
vented his  active  service.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of 
John  T.  Anderson,  of  Verdon,  Hanover  county, 
Virginia. 

Walter  Bernard  Clarkson  spent  his  early  childhood 
in  his  native  state  and  first  attended  a country  school 
in  Charlotte  county.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Balti- 
more, where  he  entered  the  male  grammar  school, 
No.  1,  attending  that  institution  until  1872  and  gradu- 
ating with  first  honors  out  of  a class  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  students.  In  the  same  year  he  began  a four- 
year  course  in  Baltimore  City  College  and  from  this 
institution  was  graduated  in  1876  with  first  honors. 
During  the  first  two  years  in  Baltimore  College  he 
took  also  a business  course  in  Maryland  Institute 
School  of  Bookkeeping,  and  in  1876  entered  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Florida  and 
here  first  began  his  connection  with  educational  inter- 
ests, becoming  principal  of  the  Peabody  high  school  at 
St.  Augustine.  He  resigned  from  that  position  in 
1880  and  came  to  Jacksonville  to  become  principal  of 
the  Duval  high  school.  In  the  meantime  he  was  grad- 
uated from  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1882  with 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  After  four  years’  service  as 
principal  of  the  Duval  high  school  he  resigned  in  1884 
and  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business  in 
Jacksonville,  continuing  active  at  that  work  until 
1898  and  being  also  prominent  in  educational,  political 
and  public  affairs  generally,  being  honored  with 
numerous  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  From 
1885  to  1889  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  public 
instruction  of  Duval  county  and  during  the  last  year 
of  this  period  served  as  superintendent.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Jacksonville 
Board  of  Trade  from  1890  to  1893,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  served  as  vice  president  of  that  body.  In 
1891  he  was  a member  of  the  Jacksonville  city  coun- 
cil, and  from  1895  to  1897  was  a member  of  the  board 
of  public  works.  During  his  term  the  city  hall  was 
completed,  the  crematory  built,  numerous  new  streets 
were  opened,  a large  number  of  streets  were  paved 
with  vitrified  brick  and  the  newly  erected  city  electric 
light  plant,  owned  by  the  municipality,  was  placed 
upon  a paying  basis. 

Mr.  Clarkson  was  one  of  the  great  individual  forces 
in  securing  all  of  these  reforms  and  improvements 
and  worked  tirelessly  in  the  promotion  of  the  city’s 
interests.  At  the  same  time  he  conducted  a large  and 
profitable  real-estate  business,  but  being  a man  of 
broad  and  varied  interests  did  not  find  in  these  things 
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sufficient  exercise  for  his  active  mind  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1898  and  at  once  forged  to  the  front  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  So  prominent  did  he  be- 
come and  so  widely  recognized  as  a strong  and  able 
lawyer,  possessed  of  a comprehensive  knowledge  of 
underlying  legal  principles  and  unusual  ability  as  an 
instructor  that  he  was  called  to  the  Yale  Law  School 
in  1902,  and  during  that  year  and  1903  was  assistant 
professor  and  a member  of  the  faculty  of  that  body. 
He  resigned  in  1903  and  returned  to  Jacksonville, 
where  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  ranked  among 
the  able  lawyers  and  prominent  men  of  affairs  in  the 
city.  He  was  not  only  learned  in  the  law  but  success- 
ful in  its  practice,  his  knowledge  being  supplemented 
by  keen  and  incisive  qualities  of  mind  and  the  power 
of  analysis  and  deduction  indispensable  to  achieve- 
ment in  that  field.  He  drew  around  him  a large  and 
representative  clientage  and  was  very  successful  in 
its  conduct,  while  at  the  same  time  he  continued  to 
take  a practical  and  active  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  in  the  promotion  of  the  general  good.  Himself 
a man  of  high  degree  of  culture  and  learning,  he  was 
ever  a friend  of  young  men,  devoting  much  time  and 
labor  to  helping  them  on,  especially  along  educational 
lines.  Lie  founded  the  Florida  Law  School  of  Jack- 
sonville in  1904  and  became  dean  of  the  institution 
in  1907.  His  contributions  to  the  cause  of  public  edu- 
cation and  his  friendliness  for  that  cause  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  his  law  school  work  as  well 
as  the  service  which  he  rendered  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  public  instruction  were  practically  gratu- 
itous. He  was  honored  with  official  recognition  by 
his  fellow  members  of  the  bar,  having  served  as  vice 
president  from  1905  to  1906  and  as  president  from 
1906  to  1907  of  the  Jacksonville  Bar  Association.  As 
president  he  was  chairman  ex-officio  of  the  executive 
committee.  In  1906  he  was  elected  vice  president  for 
Florida  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  and  this 
position  he  held  until  his  death.  He  was  a member 
of  the  International  Law  Association,  of  the  American 
Society  of  International  Law  and  of  the  International 
Geographic  Society,  connections  which  indicate  some- 
thing of  his  high  standing  in  professional  circles  and 
the  variety  of  his  interests.  In  1907  he  was  elected 
trustee  of  the  free  public  library  and  was  especially 
interested  in  the  work  of  this  institution. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1883,  Mr.  Clarkson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillie  Hartridge,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  Theodore  and  Susan  A. 
Hartridge,  of  Jacksonville.  She  passed  away  after 
a brief  married  life  of  five  years,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren : Annie  Clarkson,  who  in  1905  married  Thomas 
Frederick  Davis,  of  the  United  States  weather 
bureau,  who  is  a son  of  the  late  Horatio  Davis,  of 


Gainesville,  Florida,  who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the 
best  known  lawyers  and  jurists  of  the  state;  and 
Theodore  Hartridge  Clarkson,  a well  known  real- 
estate  man  of  Jacksonville.  On  the  nth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1891,  Mr.  Clarkson  was  again  married,  his  second 
wife  being  Miss  Rosa  Moody,  the  youngest  daughter 
of  the  late  Paran  and  Mary  L.  Moody,  of  Jackson- 
ville. To  Mr.  Clarkson’s  second  union  was  born  one 
son,  Paran  Moody  Clarkson,  aged  twenty,  who  is  now 
a student  in  Yale  University.  Mrs.  Clarkson  survives 
her  husband  and  is  well  known  in  social  circles  of 
Jacksonville,  her  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and 
character  having  drawn  to  her  many  friends. 

Mr.  Clarkson  was  the  author  of  resolutions  calling 
upon  congress  to  recognize  formally  the  belligerency 
of  Cuba  when  the  revolutionists  in  that  country  were 
making  their  struggle  for  liberty  prior  to  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  He  introduced  these  resolutions  be- 
fore the  Jacksonville  Board  of  Trade  and  secured 
their  adoption,  this  being  quite  a distinction  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  these  were  the  first  resolutions  of  this 
character  adopted  by  any  public  organization  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Clarkson  was  prominent  in  club 
and  social  life,  holding  membership  in  the  Seminole, 
the  Florida  Country,  the  Church,  the  Germania  and 
the  Jacksonville  Power  Boat  Clubs.  He  was  con- 
nected fraternally  with  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  was  a devout  member  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  church.  A wide  and  extensive  reader,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say  what  books  or  lines  of  read- 
ing he  found  most  helpful.  On  two  occasions  his 
library  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  yet  at  the  time  of 
his  death  he  left  about  four  thousand  volumes  in  his 
general  library  besides  a good  law  library.  He  gave 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  be- 
lieved firmly  in  the  principles  and  policies  for  which 
it  stands.  From  1904  to  1906  he  was  president  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Democratic  League  of  Jacksonville,  and 
in  May,  1908,  was  nominated  in  the  democratic  pri- 
maries for  membership  of  the  board  of  public  instruc- 
tion of  Duval  county  for  the  four-year  term, 
extending  from  1909  to  1913.  Since  1893  he  had  held 
the  view  that  there  should  be  adopted  in  some  form  a 
graduated  income  and  inheritance  tax  to  prevent  the 
concentration  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  a few,  and 
he  worked  earnestly  to  secure  a more  general  accept- 
ance of  this  idea.  Mr.  Clarkson  died  at  his  home  on 
Talleyrand  avenue,  Jacksonville,  January  2,  1910, 
and  in  his  passing  the  city  lost  one  of  her  most  public- 
spirited,  representative  and  progressive  citizens — a 
man  whose  ability,  breadth  of  mind  and  force  of  per- 
sonality were  made  the  foundation  of  a most  effective 
and  lasting  work  of  public  service.  His  name  is  high 
on  the  list  of  those  who  build  for  all  time,  for  not 
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only  were  his  individual  accomplishments  notable, 
affecting  many  vital  phases  of  municipal  development, 
but  his  standards  and  aims  will,  moreover,  be  carried 
forward  by  the  young  men  whom  he  aided  and  in- 
structed, so  that  his  death  cannot  end  his  useful  and 
beneficial  work. 


HENRY  HANSON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  Hanson,  of  Jacksonville,  state  bacteriolo- 
gist, whose  investigations  and  labors  have  been  con- 
ducted along  the  most  scientific  lines,  was  born  in 
Clay  county,  South  Dakota,  July  4,  1877,  his  parents 
being  Charles  and  Carrie  (Gamberg)  Hanson,  both 
of  whom  are  natives  of  Sweden,  the  father’s  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  at  Kofra,  Jemtland,  and  the  mother’s  at 
Helsingland.  In  1869  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
the  United  States,  settling  in  South  Dakota,  the  father 
engaging  in  farming  in  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
agricultural  sections  of  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Hanson  was  accorded  excellent  educational  op- 
portunities, attending  the  country  schools  and  after- 
ward entering  the  University  of  South  Dakota,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1902  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  made  an  excellent  record  for 
scholarship  in  that  institution  and  was  assistant  in 
chemistry  in  the  South  Dakota  University  from  1901 
until  1904  inclusive.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year,  hav- 
ing determined  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his 
life  work,  he  entered  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  at 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in 
1908  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Soon  afterward  he 
was  appointed  assistant  superintendent  and  pathologist 
at  the  Milwaukee  County  Hospital,  where  he  began 
his  service  in  1908,  continuing  there  until  appointed 
to  his  present  responsible  position  as  state  bacteriolo- 
gist of  Florida  in  1909.  He  has  since  served  in  that 
capacity  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  all  who  know  aught 
of  the  onerous  and  responsible  duties  which  devolve 
upon  the  incumbent  of  that  office.  He  has  become 
widely  known  throughout  the  state  and  is  well  versed 
in  the  duties  of  the  position  which  he  is  now  filling. 
He  is  not  only  concerned  with  the  analytical  work 
which  forms  a feature  of  his  position,  but  also  en- 
deavors to  make  known  to  the  public  the  preventive 
measures  which  will  obviate  the  causes  of  disease.  His 
knowledge  and  experience  as  a chemist  as  well  as  his 
understanding  of  medical  principles  have  well  equipped 
him  for  his  work,  in  which  he  is  proving  most  capable. 
Dr.  Hanson  is  a member  of  the  State  Medical  Society 
of  Wisconsin,  where  he  is  also  registered,  the  Duval 
County  and  the  Florida  State  Medical  Societies,  and  he 
also  belongs  to  the  Southern  Medical  Association  and 


the  American  Medical  Association.  He  devotes  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  official  duties,  engaging 
in  no  private  practice. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1904,  Dr.  Hanson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Boyles,  of  Yankton, 
South  Dakota,  and  they  have  one  child,  Karl.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Hanson  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
are  well  known  socially  in  Jacksonville.  His  interests 
are  broad,  keeping  him  in  touch  with  vital  and  signifi- 
cant problems  of  the  day,  both  within  and  without  his 
profession.  He  is  a typical  American  citizen,  alert 
and  enterprising,  and  his  standards  of  citizenship  are 
high. 


N.  B.  BORDEN. 

N.  B.  Borden,  prominently  identified  with  commer- 
cial and  industrial  interests  of  Fernandina  as  the 
head  of  the  largest  lumber  exporting  business  in  the 
community  and  closely  connected  with  public  affairs 
as  mayor  of  the  city,  was  born  in  Jackson,  Missis- 
sippi, in  1861.  He  is  a son  of  Thomas  J.  Borden,  who 
was  colonel  of  the  Sixth  Mississippi  Regiment  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war.  He  saw  a great  deal  of  active  serv- 
ive  in  the  south  and  was  wounded  at  Shiloh. 

N.  B.  Borden  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Jackson  and  Mobile  and  after  laying  aside 
his  books  came  to  Fernandina,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  a New  York  lumber  company,  with  which 
he  remained  for  a number  of  years,  learning  the  busi- 
ness in  principle  and  detail.  When  he  resigned  his 
position  he  established  himself  in  business  in  a small 
way,  opening  a jobbing  and  exporting  lumber  house, 
which  has  steadily  grown  and  expanded  until  it  is 
today  the  largest  enterprise  of  its  kind  in  the  city, 
its  products  being  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Mr.  Borden  owns  his  own  ships  and  docks,  has  in- 
stalled modern  labor-saving  machinery  in  his  plant 
and  manages  his  great  enterprise  in  a progressive  and 
able  manner.  A man  of  initiative  and  force  of  char- 
acter, he  has  made  these  qualities  determine  the  extent 
of  his  success  with  the  result  that  he  stands  today 
among  the  representative  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  connected  through  investment  or 
official  service  with  a great  number  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness houses  of  Fernandina  and  is  a director  in  the 
Citizens  National  Bank. 

In  1907  Mr.  Borden  married  Miss  Florence  Reyn- 
ard, of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  both  are  popular  in 
social  circles  of  Fernandina.  Mr.  Borden  is  prominent 
and  well  known  in  municipal  affairs,  being  eminently 
practical  and  progressive  in  matters  of  citizen- 
ship. No  movement  for  the  betterment  of  civic  con- 
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ditions  or  the  improvement  of  civic  standards  lacks 
his  cooperation  and  hearty  support  and  he  has  been 
for  many  years  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces 
in  the  growth  of  the  city.  He  has  served  in  practi- 
cally all  the  important  municipal  offices  and  since  1910 
has  served  as  mayor,  his  administration,  which  has 
been  businesslike  and  constructive  in  character,  having 
materially  promoted  the  interests  of  the  city.  He  is 
a man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  the  position 
which  he  occupies  in  business,  political  and  social  cir- 
cles is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  for  he  has 
depended  upon  his  determination,  enterprise  and  initi- 
ative spirit  for  his  rapid  advancement. 


JOHN  W.  ATKINS. 

For  well  over  three  decades  John  W.  Atkins  has 
been  connected  with  the  telegraph  business  and  since 
1886  has  been  manager  of  the  telegraph  office  at  Key 
West  which  when  he  took  charge  was  operated  by  the 
International  Ocean  Telegraph  Company  and  is  now 
conducted  by  the  Western  Union.  Since  1906  he  has 
also  been  manager  of  the  cable  lines  and  still  discharges 
his  duties,  which  have  increased  in  importance  im- 
measurably as  the  years  have  passed.  He  was  born  in 
Waverly,  Humphrey  county,  Tennessee,  December  16, 
1857,  his  father  being  Addison  L.  Atkins,  a native  of 
Virginia.  He  was  a saddler  by  trade  and  a soldier  in 
the  Mexican  war.  Mrs.  Nancy  Atkins,  his  wife,  was 
also  a native  of  Virginia.  Both  parents  are  now  de- 
ceased. In  their  family  were  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whom  three  are  still  living:  John 
W.,  of  this  review;  George  W.  E.,  of  New  York  city, 
one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company,  who  began  his  career  as  a messenger 
boy  and  worked  up  to  the  vice  presidency  of  the  com- 
pany; and  Mrs.  Mildred  Clark,  of  Seattle,  Washington. 

Attending  the  public  school  in  the  acquirement  of 
his  fundamental  education,  John  W.  Atkins  began  at 
the  early  age  of  fifteen  to  learn  telegraphly  at  Waverly, 
Tennessee,  working  for  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  & 
St.  Louis  Railroad  at  different  points  in  Tennessee 
until  1878,  or  for  six  years.  From  1878  until  1883 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  at  various  points  in  the  state  of  Georgia, 
chiefly  at  Augusta.  The  latter  year  marked  his  arrival 
in  Key  West,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  In- 
ternational Ocean  Telegraph  Company  as  an  operator 
in  its  Key  West  office.  This  company,  which  owns  all 
the  cable  lines  in  the  South  Florida  waters,  including 
the  one  to  Havana,  later  leased  its  cable  properties 
to  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  which  cor- 
poration now  controls  them.  In  1886  Mr.  Atkins  was 


made  manager  of  the  Key  West  office  of  the  interna- 
tional Ocean  Telegraph  Company  and  he  has  held  that 
position  ever  since  and  since  1906  has  also  been  man- 
ager of  the  cable  lines  leading  out  from  Key  West. 
He  is  one  of  the  honored  members  of  the  Telegraph- 
ers Mutual  Benefit  Association,  to  which  he  has  be- 
longed since  1884,  and  of  the  Old  Timers  Telegraph 
Association.  In  the  earlier  years  of  his  residence  at 
Key  West  his  spare  moments  were  given  over  to  the 
study  of  the  bird  life  of  the  island,  and  he  made  a 
comprehensive  list  of  resident  and  migratory  birds, 
which  has  been  embodied  in  the  annals  of  the  Ameri- 
can Ornithological  Union,  and  in  that  way  two  species 
of  birds  were  added  to  those  enumerated  in  the  North 
American  fauna. 

On  December  12,  1884,  Mr.  Atkins  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Ida  E.  Luff,  of  Waverly,  Tennessee, 
the  event  terminating  a schoolroom  romance,  for  Mr. 
Atkins  has  known  his  wife  from  his  boyhood  days, 
both  having  attended  the  same  institution  of  learning. 
They  have  an  only  daughter,  Frances,  an  accomplished 
young  lady  residing  with  her  parents,  who  is  popular 
in  the  younger  social  set  of  Key  West. 

Mr.  Atkins  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Science 
church  and  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Key  West  does  everything  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  interests  of  his  community.  He  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  commercial  and  mercantile  circles 
of  the  city  and  there  is  no  one  who  has  the  honor  of  his 
acquaintance  who  does  not  readily  concede  to  him  the 
highest  regard  and  esteem. 


RICHARD  DANIEL  DRYSDALE. 

Richard  Daniel  Drysdale  is  prominently  connected 
with  both  business  and  political  interests  in  Duval 
county.  He  is  now  filling  the  position  of  county  com- 
missioner and  at  the  same  time  is  acting  as  state  agent 
for  the  Burrowes  rustless  screens,  and  is  conducting 
a lumber  business.  Jacksonville,  where  he  now  makes 
his  home,  is  his  native  city,  his  birth  having  there  oc- 
curred April  8,  1875.  His  parents,  Albert  and  Maria 
C.  (Haddock)  Drysdale,  came  to  Jacksonville  in  early 
life  but  the  father  died  during  a yellow  fever  epidemic 
at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  thirty-two  years 
and  the  mother  has  also  passed  away. 

Richard  Daniel  Drysdale  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Jacksonville  and  when  he  started  out  in 
the  business  world  secured  the  position  of  office  boy 
for  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  was  afterward  in  the 
employ  of  Drew  & Hazeltine  for  a time  but  ever  held 
to  the  laudable  ambition  of  some  day  engaging  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  August,  1901,  saw  the  reali- 
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zation  of  his  hopes,  for  he  then  established  a lumber- 
yard which  he  has  since  conducted  under  the  name  of 
the  Drysdale  Lumber  Company.  A liberal  patronage 
has  been  secured  in  this  connection  and  the  business  is 
constantly  growing  in  volume  and  importance.  Mr. 
Drysdale  is  enterprising,  energetic  and  determined  in 
the  conduct  of  his  interests  and  his  well  formulated 
plans,  which  are  carefully  executed,  are  bringing  to 
him  substantial  success.  He  is  also  state  agent  for 
the  Burrowes  Rustless  Screen  Company  and  is  prov- 
ing himself  a capable,  energetic  business  man.  At 
the  annual  election  of  1912  he  was  chosen  as  one  of 
the  five  commissioners  of  Duval  county  and  the  duties 
of  this  office  are  now  added  to  his  other  activities. 
He  is  prompt,  faithful  and  capable  in  their  discharge 
and  is  widely  known  as  a loyal  and  public-spirited 
citizen. 

In  1898  Mr.  Drysdale  was  united  in  marriage  tc 
Miss  Winifred  Lanier  Dancy,  of  Jacksonville,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Richard  D.  and  Winifred 
Lanier.  The  parents  are  members  of  St.  John’s  Epis- 
copal church.  They  have  a pleasant  home,  the  hos- 
pitality of  which  is  greatly  enjoyed  by  their  many 
friends.  Mr.  Drysdale  is  identified  with  various  social 
and  fraternal  organizations  and  is  also  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  He  belongs  to  all  the  Masonic 
bodies,  including  the  Scottish  Rite  up  to  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Elks  Lodge,  the  Commercial  Club,  the 
Germania  Club  and  the  Church  Club.  His  interests 
and  activities  are  wide  and  varied  and  his  energy  has 
brought  him  to  an  enviable  place  in  business  circles 
while  his  sterling  traits  of  character  have  gained  him 
social  prominence  in  his  native  city. 


JACKSONVILLE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  city  of  Jacksonville  has  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  its  free  public  library,  an  institution  which 
would  be  creditable  to  cities  of  greater  size  than 
Florida’s  metropolis.  Its  present  standing  is  due  to 
the  intelligence  and  enterprising  methods  of  the  men 
who  have  controlled  its  affairs.  The  library  was 
opened  June  1,  1905,  with  sixty-two  hundred  volumes 
on  its  shelves.  Its  trustees  were : J.  R.  Parrott,  D.  U. 
Fletcher,  W.  W.  Cummer,  C.  D.  Rinehart,  C.  Drew, 
M.  D.,  A.  F.  Perry,  C.  E.  Gamer,  J.  W.  Archibald  and 
E.  J.  L’Engle,  with  George  B.  Utley  as  librarian.  The 
building,  which  was  erected  at  a cost  of  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  a gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

The  growth  of  the  library  has  been  most  rapid. 
Jacksonville,  fully  appreciative  of  what  such  an  insti- 
tution may  become,  has  given  hearty  indorsement  and 

Vol.  11—37 


support  to  the  work.  The  report  of  1912  shows 
twenty-five  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty  volumes 
on  the  shelves  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thou- 
sand, five  hundred  and  two  in  circulation.  The  present 
trustees  are:  J.  W.  Archibald,  president;  C.  D.  Rine- 
hart, vice  president;  A.  F.  Perry,  secretary;  A.  D. 
Stevens  ; W.  E.  Cummer ; D.  U.  Fletcher ; G.  C.  Bedell ; 
C.  E.  Garner  and  E.  J.  L’Engle,  with  L.  W.  Josselyn 
as  the  librarian.  The  trustees  record  a constantly 
increasing  use  of  the  library  in  all  of  its  phases,  and 
the  librarian  reports  a noticeable  advance  in  the  se- 
lection of  reading  matter  of  better  character  on  the 
part  of  patrons  It  has  always  been  the  aim  of  the 
library  to  place  books  in  the  homes  of  all  of  the  people 
of  the  city,  seeking  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  student 
desiring  important  information  on  given  subjects,  the 
professional  or  the  laboring  man  studying  his  profes- 
sion or  trade ; the  man  or  woman  reading  for  recre- 
ation or  general  information  ; the  club  or  association 
seeking  bibliographical  and  research  material ; the 
child  just  commencing  to  read;  and  the  school  with 
its  demands  of  supplementary  reading  and  cooper- 
ation. In  addition  to  the  general  reading  rooms  there 
is  maintained  a children’s  room  and  a librarian  es- 
pecially for  children  is  employed.  Every  feature  of 
the  modern  public  library  in  its  broadest  scope  of 
utility,  interest  and  value  is  here  to  be  found. 


GEORGE  FI.  HERVEY. 

George  H.  Hervey  was  born  on  the  8th  of  June, 
1880,  in  Montgomery,  Alabama,  a son  of  Frank  A. 
and  Anna  B.  Hervey.  He  is  now  a prominent  resident 
of  Pensacola,  being  the  manager  of  the  San  Carlos 
Hotel,  which  has  aptly  been  termed  “Pensacola’s 
great  publicity  medium.”  His  desk  is  the  pivot  on 
which  this  great  institution  turns  and,  to  change  the 
figure  somewhat,  his  hand  is  at  the  lever  guiding  the 
enterprise. 

Pensacola  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  es- 
tablishment, which  was  opened  to  the  public  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1910.  It  was  built  by  public  subscription  and 
from  the  beginning  Mr.  Hervey  has  been  managing 
director.  The  hotel  is  thoroughly  modern  in  every 
respect  and  in  its  control  indicates  that  there  is  an 
experienced,  capable  man  at  the  helm.  Every  depart- 
ment has  been  carefully  developed  and  the  work  thor- 
oughly systematized,  and  the  patrons  speak  of  the 
hotel  in  words  of  the  highest  commendation. 

Little  thought  is  given  by  the  general  public,  how- 
ever, to  the  multiplicity  of  details  which  must  claim 
the  attention  of  the  manager  and  the  number  of  diffi- 
cult problems  for  which  he  must  find  ready  and  correct 
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solution.  It  has  been  said  that  a successful  hotel  is 
a little  world  in  itself,  containing  industrial  and  com- 
mercial enterprises  of  many  kinds.  The  former  are 
found  in  the  laundry,  the  kitchen  and  the  management 
of  the  linen  rooms  and  supervision  of  the  bedrooms; 
the  commercial  side  is  manifest  in  the  cafe,  the  cigar 
and  news  stands,  etc.  There  is  also  something  of  the 
professional  element  in  that  the  manager  must  know 
how  to  bring  his  establishment  before  the  public,  which 
he  does  through  publicity,  keeping  him  in  touch  with 
the  more  important  hotel  periodicals  which  advertise 
the  hotel  world  and  which  are  eagerly  scanned  by  the 
traveling  public.  To  make  each  guest  a satisfied  one 
is  the  object  of  the  present  manager,  who  is  recog- 
nized not  only  as  a good  hotel  man  but  also  as  a good 
student  and  judge  of  human  nature,  knowing  not  only 
how  to  direct  the  services  of  those  in  his  employ  but 
also  how  to  meet  the  demands  of  patrons,  so  that  each 
guest  will  become,  though  unconscious  of  it,  an  ad- 
vertisement for  the  hotel,  for  which  he  must  perforce 
speak  a good  word  because  of  the  comfort  he  has  had 
in  abiding  there.  In  none  of  the  requirements  of  the 
successful  hotel  proprietor  is  Mr.  Hervey  lacking. 

On  the  anniversary  of  his  birth,  June  8,  1903,  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  Mr.  Hervey  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Etelka  D.  Pfenfifer,  a daughter  of  George 
H.  and  Susan  E.  Pfenffer. 


JAMES  L.  MIDDLETON. 

James  L.  Middleton  is  a native  son  of  Florida,  own- 
ing one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the  Elkton  dis- 
trict, to  which  he  successfully  devotes  his  assiduous 
attention.  His  property  comprises  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  of  which  one  hundred  are  in  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  mostly  devoted  to  potato  culture,  and 
is  widely  known  as  the  Fairview  Farm.  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  in  this  connection  has  become  one  of  the  foremost 
potato  growers  of  the  district  and  the  position  of  im- 
portance he  occupies  in  connection  with  this  industry 
is  indicated  by  the  office  he  holds  with  the  Elkton 
Potato  Exchange,  which  he  serves  in  the  capacity  of 
vice  president. 

James  L.  Middleton  was  born  near  Hastings,  St. 
John  county,  Florida,  March  30,  1871,  and  was  reared 
under  the  parental  roof,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  subse- 
quently working  on  his  father’s  farm  and  in  his  orange 
grove,  becoming  early  acquainted  with  the  details  and 
methods  of  agriculture,  ably  guided  by  the  experience 
of  his  father.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  for  himself  along 
horticultural  lines,  devoting  his  attention  to  an  orange 


grove  which  shortly  thereafter,  however,  was  de- 
stroyed by  frost.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
timber  business  in  partnership  with  C.  A.  Dupont, 
founding  the  firm  of  Dupont  & Middleton,  in  which 
connection  he  remained  until  eight  years  ago.  They 
operated  two  sawmills,  doing  an  extensive  business, 
their  principal  customer  being  the  East  Coast  Florida 
Railroad  Company.  In  1904,  however,  Air.  Aliddle- 
ton  decided  upon  a change  of  occupation  and  began 
farming  operations  near  Hastings,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came 
to  Elkton,  where  he  became  connected  with  a mer- 
cantile establishment  which  he  conducted  for  a year, 
selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time.  Strongly  con- 
vinced of  the  great  opportunities  along  agricultural 
lines  waiting  for  anyone  who  cared  to  take  them  up, 
he  invested  in  land  and  became  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  favorably  situated  near  Elk- 
ton Station.  Fifty  acres  of  the  tract  were  under  cul- 
tivation at  the  time  and  since  then  Air.  Aliddleton  has 
devoted  his  whole  attention  to  making  the  rest  of  his 
acres  productive.  One  hundred  acres  are  now  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  his  farm  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  district,  bearing  the 
largest  crops  of  any  in  the  vicinity.  He  has  put  down 
four  artesian  wells  on  his  place  and  made  such  ex- 
cellent improvements,  building  substantial  outbuild- 
ings and  barns,  that  his  property  is  considered  among 
the  most  valuable  of  this  region.  Fie  specializes  along 
potato  culture,  following  this  crop  by  corn  and  hay 
in  rotation  and  making  his  land  yield  three  harvests 
per  year.  Specializing  along  lines  of  stock-raising,  he 
has  become  owner  of  the  finest  strain  of  registered 
Poland  China  hogs  in  these  parts.  Energetic  and  in- 
dustrious, following  the  latest  and  scientifically  tried 
out  methods,  he  has  put  his  land  to  such  good  use  that 
he  has  become  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  the  Elk- 
ton district,  where  he  is  highly  esteemed  and  regarded 
not  only  for  the  financial  success  which  he  has  at- 
tained but  for  the  many  high  qualities  of  mind  and 
character  which  have  made  possible  that  attainment. 

In  August,  1906,  Air.  Aliddleton  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Jennie  Pursell,  a native  of  Ohio,  who  had  two 
children  by  a former  marriage,  namely:  Braden,  who 
passed  away  in  1910,  while  attending  the  State  Uni- 
versity, a young  man  giving  great  promise  of  an 
honorable  career;  and  Howard,  who  attends  Mason’s 
College  at  Jacksonville.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Aliddleton  also 
have  one  son,  James  Gordon. 

Air.  Aliddleton  is  typical  of  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  has  awakened  in  the  southland  and  will  make 
it  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  sections  of  the  world. 
While  he  has  attained  prosperity  and  success  which  is 
rightfully  his,  he  has  done  more  than  that,  for  he  has 
been  constructive  in  bringing  about  that  development 
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and  advancement  which  is  a source  of  prosperity  to 
all.  Although  he  is  not  an  active  politician,  he  mani- 
fests great  interest  in  politics  as  a citizen,  taking  issue 
on  the  questions  of  the  day  as  they  arise  and  under- 
standing them  thoroughly  and  intelligently.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  he  gives 
his  active  and  helpful  support  in  a material  as  well 
as  in  a moral  way.  His  fraternal  connections  consist 
of  membership  with  the  Masonic  order.  A position 
which  he  holds  more  in  conformity  with  his  occupa- 
tion is  that  of  vice  president  of  the  Elkton  Potato 
Exchange,  in  which  important  connection  he  has  ac- 
tively to  do  with  the  marketing  of  the  principal  prod- 
uct of  this  region  and,  being  well  acquainted  with 
conditions,  he  is  highly  qualified  for  that  work.  It  is 
to  such  men  as  James  L.  Middleton  that  the  south 
is  indebted  for  its  awakening  and  to  whose  labors 
must  be  ascribed  the  returning  activity  which  in  its 
wake  brings  prosperity. 


CHRISTIAN  LUDVIG  DOITN. 

A prominent  and  representative  citizen  of  New 
Smyrna,  having  an  extensive  acquaintance  and  the 
high  regard  of  many  friends,  is  Christian  Ludvig  Dohn, 
who  is  filling  the  position  of  postmaster.  He  was  born 
on  the  31st  of  December,  1853,  in  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
his  parents  being  Christian  L.  and  Ulrika  Dohn,  the 
former  a native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of  Sweden. 
Liberal  educational  advantages  were  accorded  him  and 
after  mastering  the  preliminary  course  he  attended  the 
University  at  Upsala,  Sweden.  He  made  his  initial 
step  in  the  business  world  as  an  inspector  of  iron  in 
a rolling  mill.  He  has  been  in  America  since  1871 
and  during  the  years  of  his  residence  in  New  Smyrna 
has  gained  a wide  acquaintance,  while  his  sterling 
traits  of  character  have  won  for  him  the  high  regard 
of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 
Mr.  Dohn  is  a director  of  the  Building  & Loan  Asso- 
ciation of  New  Smyrna.  For  a number  of  years  he 
has  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  here.  He  acted  in 
that  capacity  under  appointment  of  President  Hayes 
and  was  again  appointed  by  President  Roosevelt  in 
his  second  administration,  being  the  incumbent  in  that 
position  at  the  present  time.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a republican  and  a strong  protectionist,  and  he 
never  hesitates  to  pronounce  his  honest  opinions  or 
support  the  principles  in  which  he  believes.  He  is  well 
known  in  Masonic  circles  and  is  a past  master  of  the 
lodge  in  New  Smyrna.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Congregational  church. 

On  the  1 8th  of  May,  1887,  Mr.  Dohn  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hawley,  a daughter  of 


Amos  B.  Hawley,  D.  D.  The  children  are  : Ulrika  H., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Kirby  Chilton  and  has  one 
son ; Henry  Hawley,  who  is  with  the  General  Electric 
Company  at  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts;  Christian  L.,  a 
student  at  Porter’s  Military  Academy  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina;  and  Mary  Frances,  at  home.  Mr. 
Dohn  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determina- 
tion to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  has  found 
the  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  has  not  only 
gained  a comfortable  competence  but  also  the  recogni- 
tion and  regard  which  come  as  the  result  of  personal 
worth. 


AUGUSTUS  L.  DURRANCE. 

An  honorable  career  in  the  public  service,  marked 
by  public-spirited  and  disinterested  work  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  people,  has  made  Augustus  L.  Durrance 
of  Arcadia  widely  known  and  generally  respected  and 
has  placed  his  name  high  on  the  list  of  capable  officials 
of  De  Soto  county.  Since  January,  1913,  he  has  held 
the  position  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  recorder, 
following  able  service  in  other  important  capacities. 

Mr.  Durrance  was  born  in  Polk  county,  Florida, 
May  14,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  Jesse  H.  and  Priscilla 
(Altman)  Durrance,  who  came  to  Florida  from 
Georgia  in  1845.  In  this  state  the  father  became  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  stock  breeder,  gaining  in  the 
course  of  his  life  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a wide  cir- 
cle of  friends.  Flis  son,  Augustus  L.,  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  community 
and  in  the  Cooper  Normal  College  at  Daleville,  Mis- 
sissippi, an  institution  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1890.  He  began  his  active  career  as  a teacher,  se- 
curing a position  in  the  Summerline  Institute  where  he 
remained  two  years.  He  proved  able  and  energetic 
and  soon  became  well  known  in  educational  circles, 
rising  to  be  principal  of  the  Fort  Meade  Academy, 
then  of  the  Mulberry  (Fla.)  high  school  and  finally 
of  the  Junior  High  School  at  Bowling  Green.  He  left 
the  impress  of  his  work  and  individuality  upon  the 
educational  history  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  was 
carried  forward  into  important  relations  with  school 
affairs,  winning  recognition  as  a man  of  broad  knowl- 
edge, liberal  views  and  effective  ability.  He  abandoned 
his  connection  with  teaching  in  order  to  accept  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  office  of  deputy  circuit  clerk  and  he 
thus  began  a public  career  which  has  been  unchanging 
in  standards  since  that  time.  Following  his  activity 
as  deputy  he  was  elected  circuit  clerk  and  county  re- 
corder. In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  displays 
untiring  energy,  well  directed  public  spirit  and  a con- 
stant consideration  for  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
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munity  and  he  has  won  the  warm  approbation  of  his 
constituents  and  of  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  Durrance  married  in  November,  1891,  Miss 
Lelia  E.  Cameron,  a daughter  of  Captain  H.  D.  Cam- 
eron, who  was  born  in  Mississippi.  They  have  four 
children : Hugh  Grady,  Mary  Louise,  Annie  Helen 
and  Maury  Lee. 

Mr.  Durrance  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  South,  and  has  been  a steward.  Frater- 
nally he  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Masonic  Lodge.  At  one  time 
he  had  extensive  holdings  in  farm  lands  in  Polk  county, 
and  while  a resident  of  that  section  was  a member  of 
the  school  board.  He  has  now,  however,  thoroughly 
identified  his  interests  with  those  of  Arcadia  and  De 
Soto  county,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  general  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  city  through  his  membership  in 
the  Board  of  Trade.  In  official  circles  he  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation,  while  the  salient  characteristics 
of  his  manhood  are  such  as  have  brought  him  the 
warm  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated. 


JOHN  SINGER  McEWAN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  Singer  McEwan,  who  since  1906  has  been 
in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Orlando, 
gaining  during  that  time  well  deserved  popularity  and 
success,  was  born  in  Coopersville,  New  York,  in  1877. 
He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  section  and  afterward  took  a degree  in 
pharmacy,  putting  his  knowledge  to  practical  use  in 
the  conduct  of  a large  drug  store  in  Carlsbad,  New 
Mexico,  an  enterprise  which  he  managed  successfully 
for  five  years.  Having  determined  to  study  medicine, 
he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Northwest- 
ern University  in  Chicago  and  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1905,  being  one  of  the  ten  honor- 
men,  and  afterward  spent  eighteen  months  as  house 
surgeon  and  chief  of  staff  in  a New  York  hospital. 

In  1906  Dr.  McEwan  came  to  Orlando  and  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession here,  specializing  in  surgical  work.  Each  year 
has  seen  an  increase  in  his  patronage,  for  he  has  given 
proof  of  his  skill  and  ability  in  the  excellent  results 
which  have  attended  his  labors.  He  is  the  owner  of 
a great  deal  of  valuable  real  estate  and  one  of  his  lots 
he  has  improved  with  a fine  three-story  brick  fire-proof 
building,  thirty-five  by  seventy-five  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  modern  and  up-to-date  in  furnishings  and  equip- 
ment. Aside  from  his  private  practice  Dr.  McEwan 
is  also  surgeon  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Florida  and 


also  for  the  Coast  Line  Railroad,  connections  which 
prove  the  high  position  to  which  he  has  attained  in 
the  regard  of  the  public. 

Dr.  McEwan  married  Miss  Roberta  Dunn,  of  San- 
ford, Florida,  and  they  have  a son,  John  Adair.  Fra- 
ternally Dr.  McEwan  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order, 
holding  membership  in  the  lodge,  chapter,  commandery 
and  shrine,  and  he  is  affiliated  also  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks.  Along  professional  lines  he 
belongs  to  the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies  and 
the  Southern  and  National  Medical  Associations,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Military  Surgeons  of 
America,  thus  keeping  in  touch  with  his  profession 
in  its  efforts  to  suppress  and  prevent  disease.  Fie  con- 
forms closely  to  the  highest  standards  of  professional 
ethics  and  his  skill  and  ability  make  him  a valuable 
addition  to  medical  circles  of  this  part  of  the  state. 


CHARLES  CHESTER  BETTES. 

Charles  Chester  Bettes  is  the  oldest  active  pharma- 
cist in  Jacksonville,  having  been  connected  with  the 
drug  business  in  this  city  since  1879.  As  president 
of  the  Bettes  Pharmacy,  Incorporated,  he  controls  a 
large  and  important  establishment,  his  ability  being 
widely  recognized  in  business  circles.  He  was  born 
in  Brighton,  Ontario,  March  1,  1863,  and  is  a son  of 
Dr.  Jerome  Napoleon  and  Ruth  Electa  (Loomis) 
Bettes.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  Jacksonville 
grammar  schools  and  the  Duval  high  school,  having 
come  to  Jacksonville  in  1870.  After  completing  his 
studies  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  drug  business 
here  and  since  1879  has  been  continuously  connected 
with  that  line  of  work.  The  years  have  brought  him 
richly  merited  success,  for  he  is  not  only  an  expert 
pharmacist  but  also  a far-sighted  and  progressive  busi- 
ness man  whose  judgment  is  always  sound  and  reliable 
and  whose  integrity  is  beyond  question.  Today  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Bettes  Pharmacy,  Incorporated,  he  con- 
trols a large  and  important  patronage  which  has  been 
accorded  to  him  in  recognition  of  his  straightforward 
business  methods  and  strict  adherence  to  high  stand- 
ards of  business  ethics.  He  has  also  other  important 
connections,  being  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Ortega  Company  and  a director  in  the  Florida  Realty 
Investment  Company,  the  Citizens  Loan  Association 
and  the  Roy  Naval  Stores  Company. 

In  Mason,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Bettes  was  united 
in  marriage  in  1892  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Dixon,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  Henry  and  Harriet  Tilyou  (Morrison) 
Dixon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bettes  have  become  the  parents 
of  six  children,  Charles  Chester,  Jr.,  James  Jerome, 
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Laura  Augusta,  Harriet  Tilyou,  Catherine  Elizabeth 
Dixon  and  Eva  Frances. 

Mr.  Bettes  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
church,  belongs  to  the  Florida  Country  Club  of  Jack- 
sonville and  is  a progressive  democrat  in  his  political 
views.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  com- 
munity affairs  and  has  held  various  public  offices, 
serving  for  six  years,  from  June,  1901,  to  June,  1907, 
as  a member  of  the  city  council  and  being  at  present 
port  commissioner  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville.  He  is 
not  only  the  oldest  active  pharmacist  in  the  city  but 
is  also  one  of  the  early  residents  and  has  witnessed 
practically  the  entire  development  of  the  community, 
watching  it  grow  from  a country  village  to  a prosper- 
ous city  of  seventy-five  thousand  inhabitants.  He  has 
seen  it  scourged  by  frost,  yellow  fever  and  fire  and 
become  after  each  visitation,  bigger,  stronger  and  bet- 
ter. In  the  work  of  development  which  has  been  car- 
ried forward  he  has  taken  an  active  and  honorable  part 
and  is  numbered  among  the  men  who  have  contributed 
largely  to  community  expansion  and  growth. 


HENRY  HOLLAND  BUCKMAN. 

Among  the  many  able  men,  today  pushing  Florida 
forward  to  a great  and  brilliant  future,  no  one  is  do- 
ing more  effective  work  than  Henry  H.  Buckman,  at- 
torney, of  Jacksonville.  He  is  a native  of  Jacksonville, 
born  June  20,  1858.  His  father,  Thomas  Ellwood 
Buckman,  came  from  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Jacksonville  in  1848.  His  mother  was  Selina  Margaret 
C'leland.  She  was  a cousin  of  Francis  Scott  Key,  who 
wrote  the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  Her  parents  came 
to  Florida  in  1837,  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
when  she  was  about  six  years  of  age. 

William  Buckman,  the  first  American  ancestor,  came 
from  the  parish  of  Billinghurst,  Sussex,  England,  in 
1682,  and  settled  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a friend  of  William  Penn.  The  family  was  Quaker 
for  generations.  A direct  descendant  of  William,  one 
Thomas  Buckman  married  Hannah  Yardley  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Thomas  E.,  and  grandparents  of 
Henry  H.  Buckman.  The  Yardleys  were  prominent 
in  Pennsylvania  during  several  generations,  and  an 
old  family  in  England,  where  we  find  Sir  William 
Yardley’s  coat  of  arms  appearing  first  on  right  as  one 
of  the  knights  sponsors  to  the  Magna  Charta.  The 
Clelands  were  connected  with  the  Fox  and  Holland 
families  of  England.  Dr.  Andrew  Turnbull  was  great- 
grandfather of  Mr.  Buckman’s  mother.  Dr.  Turnbull 
was  a venturesome  and  far-seeing  man.  In  1769  he 
located  at  New  Smyrna,  Florida,  a colony  of  people 
from  the  Mediterranean  islands  and  coasts,  and  spent 


immense  sums  in  development.  The  colony  was  a 
failure,  but  Dr.  Turnbull’s  forecast  of  the  possibilities 
has  since  been  justified.  Many  of  the  descendants 
of  his  colonists  can  be  found  in  the  St.  Augustine  sec- 
tion today.  Colonel  Thomas  Ellwood  Buckman,  father 
of  Henry  H.,  came  to  Florida  in  1848.  Born  April  26, 
1822,  he  was  then  twenty-six  years  of  age  and  had 
learned  the  lumber  business  in  Pennsylvania,  and  he 
engaged  in  the  same  business  in  Florida  with  a branch 
at  Darien,  Georgia.  He  built  the  first  railroad  in 
Florida,  from  Jacksonville  to  Lake  City,  and  was  its 
first  general  superintendent.  His  war  record  was  pic- 
turesque, he  arose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Con- 
federale  army.  His  particular  arm  was  the  artillery, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Olustee,  he  mounted  a big  gun 
on  a flat  car,  and  running  it  up  and  down  the  track, 
did  immense  execution.  By  the  same  method  he  drove 
the  Federals  out  of  Jacksonville.  He  had  a most  orig- 
inal and  inventive  mind,  and  worked  out  models  for 
several  inventions  now  of  world-wide  use.  After  the 
Civil  war,  he  engaged  again  in  the  sawmill  business. 
He  was  brigadier  general  of  state  troops,  and  from 
1877  to  1889,  was  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Jack- 
sonville. He  died  February  20,  1891,  in  his  sixty-ninth 
year.  His  wife  survived  until  September  24,  1901, 
when  she  died,  being  then  seventy  years  of  age. 

From  this  brief  summary  it  can  be  seen  that  Henry 
H.  Buckman  comes  of  virile  and  original  people,  both 
thinkers  and  doers,  and  he  is  living  up  to  the  best 
traditions  of  his  race.  He  was  educated  at  St.  John’s 
Academy,  Jacksonville,  and  Cumberland  University, 
Lebanon,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1879 
with  the  degree  of  B.  L.  In  that  same  year  he  began 
the  practice  of  law  in  Jacksonville,  and  speedily  won 
a prominent  place  at  the  bar,  and  in  the  community. 

He  has  served  on  the  police  commission  of  Jackson- 
ville; as  assistant  United  States  attorney  of  the  south- 
ern district  of  Florida ; as  member  of  the  lower  house 
of  the  general  assembly;  and  was  chairman  of  the 
house  judiciary  committee  in  1905.  In  1907  he  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate,  for  a four-year  term,  and 
became  chairman  of  the  senate  judiciary  committee. 
Though  a democrat  Mr.  Buckman  declined  to  support 
the  nomination  in  1896,  and  was  a delegate  to  the  In- 
dianapolis convention  which  nominated  Palmer  and 
Buckner.  In  the  legislature  Mr.  Buckman  has  been 
especially  active  and  efficient.  In  1905  he  secured  the 
passage  of  the  measure  known  as  the  Buckman  bill, 
by  which  nine  so  called  colleges  were  abolished,  and 
a university  and  girls’  college  substituted.  This  meas- 
ure has  been  highly  commended,  and  one  of  the  dormi- 
tories of  the  University  of  Florida  has  been  named  in 
his  honor,  Buckman  Hall. 

He  believes  in  honesty  as  a virtue  rather  than  a 
policy,  in  the  practice  of  temperance  in  all  things  with- 
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out  fanaticism,  in  conservatism,  not  radicalism.  But 
he  does  not  allow  conservatism  to  breed  inaction,  his 
conservatism  is  of  the  constructive  type,  not  the  “do- 
nothing”  kind.  As  to  how  best  promote  the  best 
interests  of  state  and  nation,  he  believes  a more  con- 
scientious and  earnest  interest  by  conservative  citizens 
and  business  men  in  politics,  would  result  in  the  elimi- 
nation of  mere  politicians  and  demagogues,  a higher 
type  of  public  men,  and  stricter  accountability,  all  of 
which  would  greatly  promote  the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Buckman  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Miss 
Sallie  C.  Allison,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  R.  P., 
and  Alethea  (Saunders)  Allison,  of  Lebanon,  Ten- 
nessee. She  died  April  20,  1897,  and  on  September 
6,  1906,  he  married  Miss  Katherine  Pillsbury,  young- 
est daughter  of  D.  R.  and  Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  of  Jack- 
sonville. He  has  three  children,  Alene  H.,  Henry  H., 
Jr.,  and  T.  Ellwood. 

A general  reader,  he  has  found  especially  helpful, 
the  classics,  the  Bible,  Blackstone  and  Shakespeare.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  He 
has  been  attached  to  the  Florida  militia  from  private 
to  commissioned  officer.  Flis  literary  tastes  led  him 
into  authorship  to  the  extent  of  one  book,  “Merope” 
or  the  destruction  of  Atlantis. 

Of  social  and  fraternal  temperament,  he  holds  mem- 
bership in  nearly  all  the  local  societies,  such  as  the 
Seminole,  Country,  Germania,  Wheelmens  and  Motor 
Boat  Clubs,  the  Elks,  Odd  Fellows,  Masonic  societies, 
Business  Men’s  Association,  Florida  Historical  So- 
ciety, Duval  County  Bar  Association,  State  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, and  American  Bar  Association  and  other 
organization. 

Anything  that  is  of  interest  to  any  section  of  the 
people  of  Florida  appeals  to  Mr.  Buckman,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  his  active  interest,  his  sympathy  and  his 
usefulness,  he  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  the  strong 
men  of  the  state,  and  second  to  none  in  the  general 
esteem. 


GUY  VARDELL  WARREN. 

Guy  Vardell  Warren,  president  of  the  Guy  V.  War- 
ren Company,  proprietors  of  the  Union  Depot  restau- 
rant in  Jacksonville,  was  born  in  Kewaunee,  Wisconsin, 
July  22,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  Lewis  E.  and  Nancy  Ann 
(Padleford)  Warren.  He  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Sumter  county,  South  Carolina, 
and  Hillsboro  county,  Florida,  and  he  began  his  inde- 
pendent career  as  clerk  in  a general  merchandise  con- 
cern, continuing  active  in  the  field  of  business  since  that 
time.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Guy  V.  Warren  Com- 
pany of  Jacksonville  and  manager  of  the  restaurant 


in  the  Union  depot  operated  by  this  concern.  He  has 
made  the  enterprise  very  profitable  and  by  his  able 
management  has  gained  for  himself  a reputation  as  a 
clear-sighted,  energetic  and  progressive  business  man. 

In  Jacksonville,  on  the  25th  of  August,  1903,  Mr. 
Warren  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clyte  Blanche 
Marshall,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Mildred  Marshall.  Mrs.  Warren  gives  her 
aid  and  support  to  the  woman  suffrage  movement.  Mr. 
Warren  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  is 
connected  fraternally  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
He  is  a progressive  democrat  in  his  political  views  and 
active  in  public  affairs,  having  served  as  a member  of 
the  city  council  from  1909  to  1911,  and  as  a member 
of  the  democratic  executive  committee  from  1910  to 
1912.  As  a progressive  citizen  he  keeps  well  informed 
on  national  and  local  issues  and  his  constant  aim  while 
advancing  his  own  interests  is  also  to  promote  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability  the  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. 


LONNIE  HENRY  INGRAM. 

Lonnie  Henry  Ingram,  identified  with  public  inter- 
ests of  Osceola  county  as  sheriff  and  with  business 
affairs  of  Kissimmee  as  proprietor  of  one  of  the  larg- 
est livery,  feed  and  sales  stables  in  the  city,  was  born 
in  Newton  Grove,  North  Carolina,  February  1,  1875, 
his  parents  being  Richard  A.  and  Bettie  Ingram.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community  and  after  laying  aside  his  books  he 
engaged  in  horse  dealing,  an  occupation  in  which  he 
continued  until  he  came  to  Florida  in  1892. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  this  state  Mr.  Ingram  settled  in 
Volusia  county  and  spent  three  years  there,  returning 
to  North  Carolina  in  1895.  For  ten  years  thereafter 
he  engaged  in  horse  dealing  throughout  Arkansas, 
Indian  Territory  and  Texas,  gaining  a reputation  for 
honesty  and  straightforward  business  methods 
throughout  those  three  states.  He  eventually  returned 
to  Florida,  settling  in  Kissimmee  in  1905,  purchasing 
in  this  city  the  Miller  livery,  feed  and  sales  stables, 
which  he  has  since  conducted.  Thoroughly  under- 
standing the  business  in  principle  and  detail  and  being 
a recognized  judge  of  the  value  of  horses,  he  has  made 
this  one  of  the  most  important  enterprises  of  its  kind 
in  the  city  and  now  controls  an  important  and  grow- 
ing patronage,  accorded  to  him  in  recognition  of  his 
honorable  and  upright  business  methods  and  his  earn- 
est desire  to  please  his  patrons. 

Always  a public-spirited  citizen  and  actively  inter- 
ested in  community  affairs,  Mr.  Ingram  has  identi- 
fied himself  more  or  less  with  public  life  since  his 


FLORIDA 


643 


arrival  and  his  name  is  prominent  on  the  roster  of 
county  officials  of  Osceola  county,  where  in  1912  he 
was  elected  sheriff.  He  has  since  served  in  this  ca- 
pacity and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  has  proven 
not  only  conscientious  and  reliable  but  also  capable 
and  efficient,  conducting  the  affairs  of  his  office  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents  and  of  the  pub- 
lic at  large. 

Mr.  Ingram  married,  in  October,  1902,  Miss  Lula 
Simmons,  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Irene  Bush.  Fraternally  Mr.  Ingram  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  his  social 
spirit  makes  him  very  popular  in  that  organization.  He 
is  prominent  in  business,  official  and  social  circles  of 
Kissimmee  and  is  today  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
his  adopted  city. 


HON.  JOHN  W.  WATSON. 

The  life  of  Hon.  John  W.  Watson  has  been  so 
varied  in  its  activities,  so  honorable  in  its  purposes 
and  so  far-reaching  and  beneficial  in  its  effects  that  it 
has  become  an  integral  part  of  the  history  of  Miami 
and  Dade  county  and  has  also  left  an  impress  upon 
the  annals  of  the  state.  His  work  has  closely  touched 
political  development,  for  he  is  an  ex-member  of  the 
Florida  state  legislature  and  ex-speaker  of  the  Florida 
house  of  representatives  and  a man  who  has  by  able, 
far-sighted  and  discriminating  work  in  the  public  serv- 
ice taken  a high  place  among  the  leaders  in  constructive 
statesmanship.  He  was  born  in  Newbern,  North  Caro- 
lina, October  31,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  John  W.  and 
Janet  (McCubbin)  Watson,  natives  of  Virginia.  Their 
marriage  occurred  in  that  state  and  they  afterward 
removed  to  North  Carolina,  where  their  son,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review,  was  born.  The  father  was  of 
English  ancestry  and  aided  the  Confederate  cause  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  serving  as  a non-commissioned  officer 
in  the  southern  army.  He  was  a merchant  by  occupa- 
tion and  followed  that  line  of  work  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  sixty-three  years  of  age. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 

Hon.  John  W.  Watson  was  still  a small  boy  when 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Raleigh,  North  Caro- 
lina, just  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
reared  in  that  city  and  educated  chiefly  in  the  Raleigh 
Academy,  laying  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
in  order  co  visit  the  American  southwest.  He  spent 
two  years  in  the  south  and  southwest,  living  chiefly 
in  Louisiana  and  Texas  and  engaging  in  various  occu- 
pations. Returning  to  Raleigh  when  he  was  eighteen, 
he  secured  a position  as  clerk  and  held  it  for  three 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  again  left  home, 


going  southward  to  Georgia.  After  two  years,  in  1882, 
he  came  to  Florida  and  has  since  been  a resident  of 
this  state.  He  located  first  in  Cedar  Keys  and  became 
a clerk  in  a mercantile  store,  later  marrying  the  daugh- 
ter of  his  employer.  From  Cedar  Keys  he  went  to 
Kissimmee,  where  for  a number  of  years  he  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business.  While  a resident  of  that  city 
he  first  became  known  in  public  life,  his  aggressive 
spirit  and  modern  ideas  carrying  him  forward  into 
important  political  relations.  He  served  as  mayor  of 
Kissimmee  for  two  terms,  as  president  of  the  city 
council  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, finally^  enlarging  the  field  of  his  interests  to 
include  activity  in  state  politics.  He  was  elected  to 
the  Florida  legislature  and  served  six  consecutive 
terms,  during  one  of  which  he  acted  as  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  his  public  service  being  dis- 
tinguished by  a breadth  of  view  and  a progressive  and 
businesslike  activity  which  marked  him  an  able  poli- 
tician. While  still  residing  in  Kissimmee  and  promi- 
nently engaged  in  the  hardware  business  there  he  made 
a trip  to  Miami  in  1895,  just  before  the  Florida  East 
Coast  Railway  was  completed  to  the  town  site,  and 
here  established  a hardware  store,  becoming  in  this 
way  one  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of  the  commu- 
nity. For  several  years  after  this  he  maintained  his 
residence  at  Kissimmee  and  conducted  hardware  stores 
in  both  cities,  finally,  however,  disposing  of  his  original 
enterprise  and  moving  his  family  in  1905  to  Miami. 
The  hardware  concern  which  he  established  here  in 
1895  has  had  an  uninterrupted  growth  since  that  time 
and  is  known  today  as  one  of  the  solid  and  substan- 
tial business  houses  of  the  city.  The  business,  which 
has  both  wholesale  and  retail  departments,  is  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  John  W.  Watson  Hardware 
Company  and  occupies  a two-story  brick  building,  sev- 
enty-five by  one  hundred  feet,  which  Mr.  Watson 
erected  and  owns.  In  addition  there  is  a warehouse, 
three  stories  high,  fifty  by  one  hundred  feet,  adjoining 
the  main  building.  This  is  also  of  brick  and  owned  by 
Mr.  Watson.  The  company  controls  one  of  the  finest 
mercantile  concerns  in  Miami  and  the  credit  for  its 
success  and  its  prosperous  condition  is  due  entirely  tc 
Mr.  Watson,  who  has  developed  it  from  a humble  be- 
ginning. In  addition  to  his  store  he  has  extensive 
property  interests  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  owning 
a forty  acre  bearing  grapefruit  grove  at  the  edge 
of  the  Everglades,  four  miles  west  of  Miami.  He 
was  connected  with  the  general  business  life  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade,  a position  in  which 
he  did  far-sighted,  beneficial  and  progressive  work. 

Mr.  Watson  married,  in  1882,  Miss  Cora  Chafer, 
a native  of  Iowa,  who  was  reared  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida.  They  have  three  children : Robert  O.,  now 
a member  of  the  Miami  city  council  and  acting  as  man- 
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ager  of  his  father’s  hardware  business;  Janet,  who 
married  W.  W.  Charles,  of  Miami;  and  John  W.,  Jr., 
now  a student  in  Stetson  Lhiiversity. 

Mr.  Watson  is  numbered  among  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  successful  business  men  of  Miami,  but 
in  his  business  success  does  not  lie  his  truest  and  most 
worthy  claim  to  a place  in  the  city’s  history,  for  as  a 
public  official  his  work  has  been  far-reaching,  pro- 
gressive and  constructive.  He  represented  Dade 
county  in  the  state  legislature  for  two  terms  and  in 
3912  was  a prominent  candidate  for  governor  of  the 
state  before  the  democratic  state  convention,  receiving 
the  solid  and  flattering  support  of  all  the  delegates 
from  that  portion  of  the  state  where  his  merit  and 
worth  are  known.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city 
and  has  since  labored  for  the  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity interests,  doing  effective  work  in  the  line  of 
reform  and  upbuilding.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
being  well  known  in  both  organizations.  To  make  his 
native  talents  subserve  the  demands  which  conditions 
of  society  impose  at  the  present  time  is  the  purpose 
of  his  life,  and  by  reason  of  the  fine  discrimination  and 
judgment  which  characterize  his  efforts  at  all  times 
he  stands  today  as  a splendid  representative  of  the 
successful  business  man  to  whom  business  is,  however, 
but  one  phase  of  life  and  does  not  exclude  active  par- 
ticipation in  the  other  vital  interests  which  go  to  make 
up  the  sum  of  human  existence. 


MAJOR  J.  L.  BURTON. 

Much  of  the  advancement  and  progress  made  in  the 
state  of  Florida  along  agricultural  and  horticultural 
lines  is  due  to  such  men  as  Major  J.  L.  Burton,  of  Cres- 
cent City,  who  has  been  located  in  the  state  since  1868 
and  in  a private  and  public  capacity  has  done  much  to 
promote  the  general  interests.  The  land  on  which 
Crescent  City  now  stands  was  once  owned  by  him  as 
a farm  and  he  still  owns  valuable  property  adjoining 
the  corporate  limits  which  is  largely  devoted  to  orange 
culture,  although  he  now  lives  practically  retired  after 
a long  and  useful  life,  which  also  comprises  a period 
of  distinguished  military  service  rendered  in  defend- 
ing the  cause  which  his  principles  recognized  as  a right- 
ful one  to  support. 

Born  in  Greensboro,  Alabama,  April  18,  1838,  J.  L. 
Burton  is  a son  of  John  Hudson  Burton  and  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth (Whitworth)  Hooper  Burton,  the  latter  having 
been  previously  married  and  having  two  sons  by  that 
marriage.  Both  went  to  Texas  in  their  later  lives  and 
there  one  of  them  passed  away  before  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  war.  The  mother  was  a native  of  Campbell 


county,  Virginia,  and  died  in  Greensboro,  Alabama, 
in  1850.  The  father  was  also  born  in  Campbell  county, 
Virginia,  and,  marrying  in  Alabama,  became  a pioneer 
of  that  state,  where  he  resided  for  the  rest  of  his  life, 
giving  his  efforts  to  farming.  He  died  in  1867.  He 
had  also  previously  been  married.  Of  his  second 
union  were  born  one  daughter  and  three  sons,  the  old- 
est child  being  Betty  F.  Ward,  of  Greensboro,  Alabama, 
while  Major  J.  L.  Burton  of  this  review  was  the  second 
in  order  of  birth.  The  other  two  members  of  the  fam- 
ily, Jerry  and  William  C.,  are  both  deceased.  They 
served  valiantly  and  with  distinction  in  the  Confederate 
army,  enlisting  from  Alabama. 

Major  J.  L.  Burton  resided  at  home  until  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  1861  in  Company  D of  the  Eleventh 
Alabama  Regiment,  which  was  a part  of  Wilcox’s  bri- 
gade, and  with  it  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
As  a memento  of  the  conflict  he  carries  on  his  body 
seven  bullet  marks.  Enlisting  as  color  bearer,  he  was 
for  meritorious  conduct  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major 
and  put  in  command  of  a battalion  of  sharpshooters, 
participating  in  practically  all  the  large  battles  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Six  of  his  injuries  were  flesh 
wounds  and  the  seventh  was  caused  by  a piece  of  shell 
which  lacerated  his  skull  during  the  action  before 
Petersburg.  Under  his  left  shoulder  blade  he  still 
carries  a one-ounce  mime  ball  which  he  received  at 
the  second  battle  of  Manassas  and  his  left  hand  and 
arm  show  heavy  bullet  scars.  Although  he  was  so 
heavily  wounded,  he  was  home  on  but  sixty  days  of 
furlough  during  the  entire  conflict  and  this  furlough 
was  granted  when  he  was  wounded  in  the  hand  and 
the  surgeon  advised  to  amputate  that  member,  which 
he  refused  to  do,  the  successful  outcome  proving  the 
wisdom  of  his  judgment. 

After  the  close  of  the  conflict  Major  Burton  engaged 
in  farming  in  Alabama  independently  but  subsequently 
sold  out  and  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Jerry  W., 
bought  three  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  present  site 
of  the  city  of  Birmingham,  for  which  he  paid  three 
dollars  per  acre  and  which  he  sold  one  year  later  at 
the  rate  of  six  dollars,  doubling  his  investment.  The 
home  which  he  occupied  then  was  known  as  the  Relay 
Hotel  for  many  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  Florida, 
locating  on  his  present  place  on  Crescent  Lake,  where 
he  built  his  first  palmetto  shack  and  on  the  first  day 
after  his  arrival  went  out  and  killed  two  deer  within 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  his  front  door.  He 
homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  when 
he  came  here,  west  of  town,  and  owned  the  present 
site  of  Crescent  City,  which  he  sold  to  G.  R.  Griffin 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  has  since  wit- 
nessed the  entire  growth  of  the  community,  having 
actively  participated  in  its  upbuilding,  continuing  to 
hold  title  to  the  rest  of  the  land  adjoining  the  corpora- 


MAJOR  J.  L.  BURTON 


• . 

. ''V  W'*' 

W-' 


i. 


FLORIDA 


647 


tion,  which  he  subsequently  sold  to  buy  the  forty  acres 
which  he  still  owns.  Seventeen  acres  of  this  property 
are  set  out  in  orange  trees  which  were  planted  by  Mr. 
Burton.  He  has  also  set  out  a number  of  groves  tor 
other  people  here,  as  he  had  become  known  as  an  ex- 
pert along  this  line.  Mr.  Burton  at  present  rents  his 
grove  and  lives  practically  retired,  spending  his  sum- 
mers at  Summer  Haven,  where  he  owns  a handsome 
home  and  indulges  extensively  in  fishing.  In  1910 
Mr.  Burton  grew  the  largest  potato  ever  raised  in 
Florida,  which  was  a South  American  yam  and 
weighed  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds.  It  has 
been  photographed  and  was  weighed  by  Hon.  W.  A. 
Russell,  the  editor  of  the  Palatka  News,  and  Con- 
gressman Howe  of  New  York  city. 

Mr.  Burton  was  married  three  times.  In  1868  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Halliday,  of  West  Point,  Missis- 
sippi, and  of  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Mollie, 
who  married  David  Lagrone  and  has  since  passed 
away,  leaving  five  children.  In  this  branch  of  the 
family  there  are  also  four  great-grandchildren  of  our 
subject.  In  1871,  in  Florida,  Major  Burton  married 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  Burton,  the  widow  of  R.  O.  Burton,  a 
cousin.  There  was  no  issue  of  this  union  but  Mrs. 
Mary  P.  Burton  had  two  sons  of  her  first  marriage 
who  were  reared  by  our  subject,  one  of  whom  has  since 
passed  away,  the  other,  Robert  O.,  residing  in  Cres- 
cent City  and  holding  the  position  of  agent  for  the 
M.  & M.  Steamship  Line.  In  1884  Mr.  Burton  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Genevieve  Grable,  who  by  her  first  marriage 
had  one  son,  P.  C.  Grable,  of  Bradentown,  Florida. 
By  his  present  wife  one  daughter  was  born  to  Major 
Burton,  Jessie  Harrison  Burton,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  parents.  She  takes  a deep  interest  in  hor- 
ticulture and  much  pride  in  rare  and  foreign  plants, 
of  which  she  owns  a number  who  have  their  native 
heath  in  Africa,  among  them  being  an  umsinsee.  She 
also  has  a night-blooming  jessamine  and  a tamarind 
tree  of  Cuban  nativity,  the  plant  being  very  rare  in 
the  United  States  and  only  three  specimens  being 
known  to  exist  in  this  country.  Mr.  Burton,  always 
deeply  interested  in  orange  culture,  has  also  given  much 
attention  to  that  subject  and  has  grown  a cross  between 
a lime  and  a tangerine  orange  brought  from  Jamaica, 
changing  entirely  the  nature  of  the  fruit,  increasing 
its  size  and  giving  its  taste  a very  desirable  tang. 
There  also  is  in  his  garden  a Chinese  candle  plant  which 
was  sent  to  his  daughter  from  that  country  by  a mis- 
sionary friend. 

Progressive  and  public-spirited,  Major  Burton  has 
always  actively  participated  in  the  official  life  of  the 
sections  in  which  he  has  lived  and  served  as  the  first 
democratic  tax  assessor  of  Putnam  county,  after  the 
reconstruction,  for  four  years,  being  at  the  same  time 
deputy  collector.  He  has  served  as  member  of  the 


democratic  executive  committee  and  for  many  years 
filled  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace,  being  so  well 
read  in  the  law  that  his  advice  was  frequently  sought 
and  he  had  quite  an  extensive  practice,  although  he 
never  passed  the  bar  examination.  Major  Burton 
did  valuable  work  while  sitting  in  court  to  suppress  the 
carpet  baggers  and  rendered  many  other  decisions 
which  stand  as  evidence  of  his  fairness  and  impartial- 
ity. He  meets  his  comrades  of  the  battlefields  of  yore 
through  the  medium  of  the  Confederate  Veterans  As- 
sociation and  fraternally  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  in  which  he  holds  the  rank  of  Master  Mason  and 
the  principles  of  which  organization  he  exemplifies  in 
his  everyday  life.  Although  seventy-five  years  of 
age,  Major  Burton  still  leads  a useful  and  active  life 
in  which  indolence  and  idleness  have  no  part.  He  has 
not  only  worked  for  his  own  success  but  has  done 
much  for  the  development  of  Putnam  county  and 
Crescent  City,  having  always  been  glad  to  bear  his 
share  in  the  work  of  upbuilding.  Ever  actuated  by  a 
spirit  of  contagious  enthusiasm,  he  has  been  in  his 
aggressive  energy  an  inspiration  to  others  and  his  suc- 
cess today  stands  as  a worthy  example  to  emulate.  His 
life  work  has  been  a serviceable  factor  in  the  recon- 
struction of  the  south  and  in  the  founding  of  a health- 
ily growing  community— the  city  of  Crescent  City, 
which  honors  in  Major  Burton  one  of  its  foremost 
citizens  and  which  has  no  son  more  loyal. 


WILLIAM  EDGAR  WILLIAMS. 

William  Edgar  Williams,  who  for  a number  of 
years  has  been  probate  judge  of  Jackson  county,  is  a 
citizen  whose  life  record  stands  in  contradistinction 
to  the  old  adage  that  a prophet  is  never  without  honor 
save  in  his  own  country,  for  in  this  locality  where  he 
was  born  and  reared  Judge  Williams  has  made  for 
himself  a most  honorable  place  in  the  public  regard 
and  is  today  numbered  among  the  leading  and 
representative  citizens.  He  was  born  in  this  county,  De- 
cember 30,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  Jasper  N.  and  Eliza- 
beth Virginia  (Grace)  Williams,  both  natives  of  Flor- 
ida and  both  representatives  of  honored  pioneer  fam- 
ilies in  the  state.  The  paternal  grandfather,  who  was 
a descendant  of  Governor  Benjamin  Williams  of 
South  Carolina,  came  from  that  state  in  early  times 
and  settled  in  Jackson  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
stock-raising  upon  an  extensive  scale  until  his  death. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Plenry  B.  Grace,  was 
captain  of  Company  I,  Sixth  Florida  Volunteer  Regi- 
ment, and  served  through  the  four  years  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  one  of  the  most  cultured  and  learned 
men  of  his  time  and  an  educator  of  unusual  ability 
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and  power,  connected  in  a prominent  and  important 
way  with  educational  interests  of  Florida.  Jasper  N. 
Williams,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was 
reared  in  this  state  and  all  during  his  active  life  has 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  being  today  one  of 
the  prosperous  and  substantial  farmers  of  Jackson 
county,  where  he  and  his  wife  make  their  home.  To 
their  union  were  born  twelve  children,  among  whom 
are : William  Edgar,  of  this  review ; George  N., 

superintendent  of  instruction  in  Hale  county,  Ala- 
bama, with  residence  in  Greensboro;  Joseph  W.,  man- 
ager of  the  naval  stores  in  Chipley ; James  S.,  mayor 
of  Graceville  and  a successful  real-estate  dealer  in  that 
city ; Martin  J.,  a contractor  and  builder  in  Birming- 
ham, Alabama ; Eva  M.,  who  married  Charles  Adkin- 
son,  of  Graceville ; and  Ada  F.,  the  wife  of  J.  C. 
Adkinson,  of  the  same  city. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  William  Edgar  Williams 
began  his  career  as  a teacher  and  continued  in  that 
occupation  for  thirteen  years  in  Alabama  and  Florida, 
his  ability  receiving  wide  recognition  and  carrying 
him  forward  into  important  connections  with  school 
affairs.  When  he  turned  his  attention  to  business  pur- 
suits he  was  immediately  successful  and  for  some 
time  conducted  a profitable  real-estate  enterprise,  after 
which  he  spent  two  years  in  south  and  southeast  Ala- 
bama writing  insurance.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Graceville,  a town  named  in  honor  of  Captain 
Henry  B.  Grace,  his  grandfather,  and  with  his  brother 
J.  S.  Williams  platted  and  sold  the  Williams  addition. 
He  afterward  settled  there,  established  the  Graceville 
Messenger,  the  first  newspaper  in  the  town,  and  other- 
wise identified  himself  with  community  life.  He  be- 
came a strong  political  factor  in  Jackson  county  and 
in  1907  was  elected  to  the  legislature.  Before  his 
term  was  over  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Broward 
to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term  as  probate  judge  of  Jack- 
son  county,  the  vacancy  having  been  created  by  the 
death  of  Judge  J.  C.  McKinnon.  Mr.  Williams  was 
afterward  appointed  to  fill  the  first  half  of  the  next 
four  years  to  which  Judge  McKinnon  had  been  elected 
before  his  death,  and  he  thus  received  two  appoint- 
ments to  this  position  from  the  governor  of  the  state. 
He  served  so  ably  and  conscientiously  that  he  has 
since  been  twice  elected  to  the  office,  which  he  is  now 
filling  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the 
people  he  serves. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1889,  Judge  Williams  married 
Miss  Cora  J.  Fluggins,  and  to  their  union  were  born 
three  children,  John  Clark,  Lucile  and  Bernice,  all  of 
whom  live  at  home.  The  Williams  family  is  one  of 
the  best  known  in  Jackson  county  at  the  present  time 
and  in  its  various  branches  perhaps  one  of  the  largest 
in  Florida,  numbering  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
members  at  a recent  reunion. 


Judge  Williams  is  a devout  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Columbian  Woodmen. 
His  career  has  been  a useful  and  successful  one,  ef- 
fecting, as  it  has,  various  important  interests  in  Jack- 
son  county.  His  talents  have  always  been  put  to  good 
advantage  and  his  ability  has  been  increased  by  its 
use.  The  public  recognizes  his  genuine  worth  as  a 
citizen,  as  a public  official  and  as  a business  man  and 
accords  him  the  widespread  honor  and  esteem  due  to 
one  of  Jackson  county’s  most  successful  and  repre- 
sentative native  sons. 


asa  d.  McBride. 

Asa  D.  McBride  is  numbered  among  the  prominent 
and  notable  pioneers  in  Volusia  county,  having  resided 
in  this  section  for  over  thirty  years,  during  which  time 
he  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  individual  forces  in 
the  initiaton  and  promotion  of  projects  and  measures 
for  the  general  advancement.  He  today  occupies  a 
position  of  distinction  as  president  of  the  Volusia 
County  Bank  and  his  able  work  in  its  management 
places  him  high  in  the  ranks  of  resourceful  financiers. 
He  was  born  in  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  and 
when  still  a boy  moved  to  Livingston  county,  where 
he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  When 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  began  his  business  ca- 
reer, becoming  connected  with  a drug  establishment  in 
Rochester  as  a traveling  salesman,  and  he  held 
that  position  until  he  came  to  Florida,  settling 
in  De  Land  about  the  year  1883.  Here  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  and  planted  an  orange 
grove,  but  abandond  his  connection  with  this  occu- 
pation in  order  to  turn  his  attention  to  banking. 
In  association  with  Frank  E.  Bond  he  purchased  a 
private  bank,  then  the  only  financial  institution  in  the 
city,  and  conducted  it  along  its  original  lines  until  it 
was  reorganized  as  the  Volusia  County  Bank  and  a 
branch  established  at  Daytona  under  the  name  of  the 
Merchants  Bank.  Mr.  McBride  was  elected  first  presi- 
dent and  has  continued  in  the  office  to  the  present  time, 
the  results  he  has  accomplished  proving  him  a re- 
sourceful, able  and  far-sighted  financier.  Under  his 
management  the  concern  has  made  steady  growth 
through  the  years  and  is  now  one  of  the  solid  and 
substantial  financial  institutions  in  this  part  of  Flor- 
ida. In  addition  to  his  banking  interests  Mr.  Mc- 
Bride is  also  well  known  in  real-estate  circles,  having 
valuable  holdings  in  city  and  farming  property. 

Mr.  McBride  married  Miss  M.  Amelia  Lathrop, 
who  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  a 
daughter  of  Jason  Lathrop.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McBride 
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have  three  children  : Ida,  who  married  Conway  Camp- 
bell Johnson,  of  California;  Donna  D.,  who  married 
C.  Sunderlin,  of  Rochester,  New  York;  and  Elmer 
L.,  who  is  in  the  drug  business  in  Rochester.  Mr. 
McBride  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  is  a man  of  many  admirable  characteristics  and 
his  political  and  business  efforts  have  been  conducted 
on  a high  mental  and  moral  plane.  His  sympathies 
are  keen  and  conservative  and  his  means  are  ever  at 
the  disposal  of  well  directed  and  feasible  plans  for 
general  improvement. 


JUDGE  HENRY  FULTON  ATKINSON. 

The  bar  of  Florida  numbers  among  its  representa- 
tives no  more  able,  brilliant  and  successful  a man  than 
Judge  Henry  Fulton  Atkinson,  who  since  1889  has  been 
in  active  practice  at  various  points  on  the  eastern  coast. 
A man  of  keen  and  incisive  intellectual  powers, 
strengthened  and  supplemented  by  legal  ability  of  a 
high  order,  he  has  made  steady  advancement  in  his 
chosen  profession,  occupying  today  a leading  position 
in  legal  circles  of  Miami  as  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Atkinson,  Gramling  & Burdine,  while  as  judge  of 
the  criminal  court  of  record  he  has  already  accom- 
plished work  destined  to  live  in  the  judicial  history  of 
the  state.  He  was  born  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1861,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Caroline 
(Phelps)  Atkinson.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Eng- 
lish, Scotch  and  Irish  descent,  while  his  mother  was 
of  English  extraction.  The  father  was  born  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  in  the  early  ’40s  moved  to  Savannah, 
Georgia,  where  he  followed  the  profession  of  civil 
engineering.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he 
joined  the  Savannah  Artillery  and  volunteered  for 
duty  at  the  front,  but  by  reason  of  his  skill  and  spe- 
cial knowledge  was  detailed  to  the  arsenal  at  Macon, 
Georgia,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shot 
and  shell  for  the  Confederate  army.  During  the  war 
his  family  resided  in  Macon  but  after  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities they  moved  to  Dawson,  where  the  father  formed 
a partnership  with  O.  O.  Nelson  in  the  manufacture  of 
railway  freight  cars  and  agricultural  machinery.  They 
formed  the  Dawson  Car  Manufacturing  Company  and 
built  up  an  extensive  and  profitable  business,  erecting 
and  operating  the  first  cotton  seed  oil  mill  at  Mont- 
gomery. Henry  Atkinson  continued  in  this  business 
connection  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Dawson 
in  1877.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  died  at 
Savannah,  Georgia,  when  the  subject  of  this  review 
was  only  thirteen  months  old. 

Judge  Henry  Fulton  Atkinson  was  reared  in  Georgia 
and  acquired  his  early  education  in  a private  school  in 


that  state,  later  attending  the  University  of  Georgia  at 
Athens.  On  account  of  impaired  health  he  was  obliged 
to  come  to  Florida  in  1881  and  has  ever  since  been  a 
resident  of  the  eastern  coast.  He  located  first  near 
Titusville,  on  the  Indian  river,  and  there  purchased  an 
orange  grove,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  gave  his 
undivided  attention  for  six  years.  In  January,  1887, 
he  moved  into  the  town,  began  the  study  of  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1889.  He  has  since  been 
engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  first  at  Titusville  and  then  at 
Miami,  whither  he  came  in  January,  1897.  He  is  now 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Atkinson,  Gramling  & 
Burdine,  one  of  the  strongest  and  best  known  law 
firms  in  the  city,  connected  through  their  practice  with 
much  of  the  important  litigation  held  in  the  Florida 
courts.  Judge  Atkinson’s  ability  and  legal  prominence 
have  carried  him  forward  in  the  course  of  years  into 
important  relations  with  professional  and  judicial  life 
and  he  is  now  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  service  as  judge 
of  the  criminal  court  of  record  at  Miami.  He  was 
appointed  to  this  position  in  1909,  to  fill  out  an 
unexpired  term,  and  was  later  elected  in  1912  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  Being  far-sighted,  able  and  dis- 
criminating, a judge  of  men  and  a student  of  con- 
ditions, he  has  made  an  enviable  record  on  the  criminal 
bench,  his  service  being  distinguished  by  that  broad 
humanitarianism  which  is  an  important  element  in  his 
personal  character.  He  is  impartial,  honest  and  dis- 
interested, possessed  of  a true  comprehension  of  the 
real  purposes  of  law  and  control  and,  in  consequence, 
has  accomplished  much  important  and  constructive 
work,  dignifying  and  elevating  the  office  he  holds. 

Fraternally  Judge  Atkinson  is  connected  with  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  along  pro- 
fessional lines  is  a member  of  the  Dade  County  Bar 
Association.  He  has  always  been  active  in  public  life 
and  while  a resident  of  Brevard  county  represented  his 
district  ably  and  well  in  the  state  assembly.  He  is 
well  known  in  Miami  as  a strong  and  able  lawyer,  an 
incorruptible  and  capable  official  and  a gentleman 
whose  record  in  all  the  relations  of  life  is  beyond  ques- 
tion and  above  reproach. 


TIANNER  BROTHERS. 

The  enterprising  city  of  Orlando  finds  worthy  rep- 
resentatives of  its  business  interests  in  J.  C.  and  C.  C. 
ITanner,  comprising  the  firm  of  Planner  Brothers,  con- 
tractors and  builders.  They  are  natives  of  Marion 
county,  Georgia,  and  sons  of  John  ITanner,  of  that 
state.  The  elder  brother,  Joseph  C.  Planner,  was  born 
February  19,  1876,  and  the  younger,  September  29, 
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1879.  Their  childhood  was  spent  in  Marion  county 
and  the  close  association  then  begun  has  continued 
since  that  time,  the  brothers  having  had  a practically 
identical  business  career.  They  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  and  went  together  to  Opelika,  Alabama,  where 
they  worked  for  some  time,  later  engaging  in  carpen- 
tering in  various  other  states,  becoming  skilled  and  ex- 
pert workmen.  They  settled  in  Albany,  Georgia,  in 
1907  and  there  remained  until  1910,  when  they  came 
to  Orlando,  securing  employment  with  a local  con- 
tractor. In  1912  they  went  into  business  for  them- 
selves, establishing  the  firm  of  Hanner  Brothers,  which 
has  had  a prosperous  existence  since  that  time.  They 
do  a general  contracting  and  building  business  and 
many  of  the  finest  structures  in  the  city  are  the  prod- 
ucts of  their  skill.  They  were  the  builders  of  the 
Grand  theater,  the  Hyre  & Davis  building,  fifty-five 
by  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  dimensions,  the 
Graham  building,  seventy  by  fifty-five  feet,  and  the 
quarters  occupied  by  the  Phillips  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. Both  are  numbered  among  the  able  and  pro- 
gressive young  men  of  the  city  and  the  success  with 
which  they  are  meeting  in  business  affairs  is  gratify- 
ing and  well  deserved. 


HENRY  W.  SEVER. 

Henry  W.  Sever  is  extensively  engaged  in  citrus 
fruit  cultivation  and  his  home  place  bears  every  evi- 
dence of  his  thrift,  care  and  progressiveness.  His 
orange  grove  in  the  vicinity  of  Clearwater  comprises 
forty  acres  and  he  also  has  citrus  fruit  interests  else- 
where. Madison  county,  Florida,  numbers  him  among 
her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  there  occurred  Novem- 
ber 15,  1853.  The  parents  were  William  H.  and  Mary 
(Griner)  Sever,  the  former  a native  of  Screven  county, 
Georgia,  and  the  latter  of  Bulloch  county,  that  state. 
In  his  childhood  the  father  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Madison  county,  Florida,  and  it  was  there  that  he 
was  married  and  spent  much  of  his  remaining  days, 
passing  away  in  that  county.  Mrs.  Sever  continued  to 
live  in  Madison  county  but  died  at  the  home  of  her  son 
Henry  W.  The  father  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war 
and  was  a member  of  the  state  convention  when  the 
vote  was  taken  in  favor  of  secession.  He  entered  the 
army  as  a first  lieutenant  and  later  was  detailed  to 
manufacture  salt  for  the  Confederate  government. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  His  family  numbered  five  children : namely, 
John  Francis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
W.  W.,  who  served  in  the  Home  Guards  during  the 
Civil  war  and  is  now  on  the  old  homestead  in  Madison 


county;  James  Andrew,  deceased;  Henry  W. ; and 
John  Hunter,  who  has  also  passed  away. 

Henry  W.  Sever  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  old  homestead  in  Madison  county  and 
there  acquired  his  education.  Lessons  of  industry 
and  perseverance  were  early  impressed  upon  his  mind 
and  have  since  borne  good  fruit  in  his  business  career. 
In  December,  1881,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  he 
left  his  native  county  and  removed  to  Hernando  county, 
where  he  started  a citrus  grove,  but  while  there  resid- 
ing lost  heavily  by  a freeze  on  three  different  occasions. 
In  December,  1890,  he  arrived  in  Pinellas  county  and 
purchased  eighty  acres,  his  present  place,  but  has 
since  added  to  the  property  until  within  its  boundaries 
are  now  comprised  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  In 
addition  he  still  owns  four  hundred  acres  in  Madison 
county.  His  Pinellas  county  property  is  partially  im- 
proved, about  one  hundred  acres  being  under  culti- 
vation. There  were  only  one  hundred  and  sixty 
orange  trees  upon  the  place  at  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chase, but  he  now  has  a grove  of  forty  acres  on  the 
home  place  and  a grove  of  fifteen  acres  near  Tampa. 
He  planted  all  of  the  forty-acre  tract  himself  save 
for  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  trees  which  were  seed- 
lings. For  the  year  1912-13  his  shipment  was  about 
twelve  thousand  boxes.  He  here  raises  twelve  vari- 
eties of  citrus  fruits,  making  a specialty  of  oranges, 
tangerines  and  grapefruit.  He  also  owns  a packing 
house  at  Belleair  on  the  railroad  and  all  his  fruit  is 
there  packed.  He  employs  several  hands  and  his  grow- 
ing business  makes  him  an  important  factor  in  the 
commercial  circles  of  the  district.  He  also  built  and 
owns  the  Peoples  Bank  building  at  Clearwater,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  in  the  Central 
National  Bank  of  St.  Petersburg.  He  likewise  has  a 
third  interest  in  a mineral  property  in  Kentucky.  In 
business  affairs  his  judgment  is  sound,  his  discrimina- 
tion keen  and  his  enterprise  unfaltering,  and  as  the 
years  have  passed  by  his  labors  have  been  crowned 
with  a substantial  measure  of  success. 

In  1884  Mr.  Sever  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Julia  R.  Eason,  who  was  born  in  Appling  county, 
Georgia,  in  1862,  a daughter  of  James  T.  and  Louisa 
V.  (Mattox)  Eason.  The  father  was  born  on  October 
26,  1832,  and  the  mother  on  April  20,  1840,  the  for- 
mer passing  away  on  February  26,  1905.  The  follow- 
ing children  have  been  born  of  this  marriage:  John 
Francis,  who  died  in  infancy;  Henry,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  and  one-half  years ; Bessie  V. ; Lulu  A.,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Byrd  McMullen,  of  Clearwater;  Maude; 
James  McKenzie;  Robert  Ira;  Ruby;  Wilbur  Eason; 
and  Julia.  Mr.  Sever  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  is  actively  interested  in  the 
moral  development  of  the  community.  To  the  Friend- 
ship church,  built  upon  his  farm,  he  donated  the  site. 
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While  his  business  interests  have  been  of  growing 
importance,  he  always  finds  time  for  the  other  duties 
and  obligations  of  life,  especially  of  citizenship,  and 
which  effect  him  in  his  relations  to  his  fellowmen. 
His  worth  as  a man  and  citizen  is  widely  acknowledged 
by  all  and  in  Pinellas  county  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known. 


DUNCAN  UPSHAW  FLETCHER. 

The  life  record  of  Duncan  Upshaw  Fletcher  re- 
flects credit  and  honor  upon  the  state  which  has  hon- 
ored him,  and  there  are  few  men  whose  lives  are 
crowned  with  the  respect  which  is  uniformly  accorded 
to  the  one  whose  name  introduces  this  review.  The 
specific  and  distinctive  office  of  biography  is  not  to 
give  voice  to  a man’s  modest  estimate  of  himself  and 
his  accomplishments  but  rather  to  leave  a perpetuated 
record,  establishing  his  character  by  the  concensus  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  his  fellowmen.  The  life  of 
Mr.  Fletcher  has  been  so  varied  in  its  activity,  so  hon- 
orable in  its  purposes,  so  far-reaching  and  beneficial 
in  its  effects  that  it  has  become  an  integral  part  of 
the  history  of  Jacksonville  and  has  also  left  an  impress 
upon  the  annals  of  the  state. 

While  Air.  Fletcher  comes  of  good  old  Virginia 
ancestry,  Georgia  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons, 
his  birth  having  occurred  near  Americus,  Sumter 
county,  January  6,  1859.  He  is  a son  of  Thomas  J. 
Fletcher,  who  for  four  years  was  a soldier  of  the 
Confederate  army,  while  seven  of  D.  U.  Fletcher’s 
uncles  were  also  numbered  among  the  boys  in  gray. 
During  the  course  of  his  military  experience  Thomas 
J.  Fletcher  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  and  was  acting 
as  colonel  of  his  regiment  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render of  General  Lee  and  his  forces  at  Appomattox 
Court  House.  He  returned  to  find  his  home  devas- 
tated, the  destructive  hand  of  war  having  been  laid 
heavily  upon  the  plantation,  which  was  situated  near 
Forsyth.  The  father  took  up  the  difficult  task  of 
bringing  order  out  of  chaos,  finding  encouragement 
and  appreciation  in  the  sympathy  and  assistance  of 
his  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Rebecca  E. 
McCowan,  a native  of  Alonroe  county,  Georgia.  As 
the  years  passed  the  family  fortunes  were  somewhat 
retrieved,  so  that  the  father  was  enabled  to  give 
his  son  better  educational  opportunities  than  could  be 
afforded  in  the  public  schools.  He  became  a student 
in  the  Gordon  Institute,  a preparatory  school  at 
Barnesville,  Georgia,  and  afterward  entered  the  Van- 
derbilt Lhiiversity  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  There 
he  was  graduated  and  subsequently  pursued  a year's 
course  in  the  law  department. 


Air.  Fletcher  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  July, 
1881,  and  has  constantly  risen  in  prominence  till  his 
position  is  that  of  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  Florida  bar.  His  success  has  been  builded  upon 
the  foundation  of  an  excellent  college  record.  While 
in  the  university  he  was  elected  by  his  literary  society 
to  contest  for  the  Young  medal  and  during  the  suc- 
ceeding year  for  the  Founders’  medal.  The  next  year 
he  was  graduated  and  his  class  elected  him  as  its  rep- 
resentative to  make  the  address  of  the  commencement 
day.  The  following  year  he  was  elected  by  the  law 
faculty  as  one  of  the  law  class  to  argue  the  moot 
court  case  as  part  of  the  commencement  exercises, 
and  the  same  year  was  elected  alumni  orator  by  the 
alumni  association  for  the  following  year  and  deliv- 
ered the-address  in  June,  1882. 

Mr.  Fletcher  had  been  a practitioner  at  the  bar 
of  Jacksonville  for  only  three  years  when  he  was 
called  to  become  an  active  participant  in  public  affairs 
through  his  election  to  the  city  council,  on  which  he 
served  for  several  years,  being  connected  with  many 
constructive  measures  resulting  in  municipal  benefit 
and  improvement.  His  service  in  that  connection 
recommended  him  for  still  higher  honors  and  in  1892 
Duval  county  sent  him  as  its  representative  to  the 
general  assembly,  where  he  served  in  the  house  through 
the  session  of  1893.  During  that  term  he  w'as  largely 
instrumental  in  securing  an  enactment  of  legislation 
that  enabled  the  city  of  Jacksonville  to  issue  bonds 
for  a million  dollars  for  public  improvements,  this 
being  the  initial  step  which  has  brought  Jacksonville 
out  of  the  village  class  and  placed  it  with  the  fore- 
most cities  of  the  south.  While  still  a member  of  the 
legislature  his  fellow  townsmen  chose  him  mayor  of 
Jacksonville  and  his  administration  was  thoroughly 
progressive,  resulting  in  the  inauguration  of  various 
public  movements  which  have  been  and  still  continue 
to  be  important  features  in  the  city’s  growth  and 
improvement.  Tangible  evidences  of  his  public  spirit 
are  found  in  the  municipally  owned  lighting  plant,  in 
the  waterworks  which  were  rebuilt  and  extended  and 
in  the  miles  of  brick  pavement  which  were  laid  dur- 
ing his  administration.  He  was  found  equal  to  the 
emergency  when  in  1901  a great  fire  swept  over  Jack- 
sonville, laying  waste  a district  containing  twenty-five 
hundred  buildings.  He  grasped  the  exigencies  of  the 
situation  and  following  his  reelection  as  mayor  put 
forth  effective  effort  for  the  wise  upbuilding  of  the 
city  and  its  development  along  lines  which  not  only 
met  the  emergency  of  the  hour  but  have  constituted 
a force  in  later  growth  and  prosperity. 

The  educational  interests  of  Duval  county  have  like- 
wise found  in  Mr.  Fletcher  a stalwart  champion,  whose 
labors  have  been  of  far-reaching  effect.  In  1900  he 
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became  county  chairman  of  the  board  of  public  in- 
struction and  so  served  until  1907,  when  he  refused 
to  become  a candidate  for  reelection.  He  sought  the 
improvement  of  the  schools  just  as  assiduously  as  he 
had  labored  for  municipal  progress,  and  through  his 
skillful  management  of  educational  financial  resources 
several  handsome  school  buildings  were  erected  at  a 
time  when  the  county  seemed  to  be  without  funds 
for  such  purpose.  The  buildings,  the  educational 
facilities  and  the  work  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
county  today  speak  eloquently  of  the  labor  put  forth 
by  Mr.  Fletcher. 

From  early  manhood  Mr.  Fletcher  has  been  an 
earnest  worker  in  political  circles,  ever  recognizing 
the  duties  and  obligations  which  devolve  upon  the  citi- 
zen. It  is  well  known  that  his  position  is  never  an 
equivocal  one,  that  he  stands  firmly  in  support  of  what 
he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  for  the  com- 
munity, state  and  nation.  He  has  frequently  been  a 
delegate  to  congressional  and  state  conventions  and 
has  done  much  active  campaign  work,  his  oratory  prov- 
ing a convincing  element  in  support  of  many  candi- 
dates and  measures.  In  1904  he  was  chosen  a mem- 
ber of  the  democratic  state  executive  committee,  which 
made  him  its  chairman,  which  position  he  held  until 
he  announced  his  candidacy  for  the  United  States 
senate  in  1908,  when  he  resigned  his  position  on  the 
executive  committee. 

The  campaign  that  resulted  in  Mr.  Fletcher  becom- 
ing the  democratic  nominee  for  United  States  senator 
from  Florida  was  a notable  one  in  the  annals  of  the 
party.  With  the  history  thereof  there  has  been  writ- 
ten as  follows : 

“The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  United 
States  Senator  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  in  December, 
1907,  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Hon.  William 
James  Bryan,  a distinguished  young  attorney  at  law 
of  Jacksonville.  Mr.  Bryan  had  previously  been  rec- 
ognized as  a candidate  to  succeed  Mr.  Mallory,  and 
being  a lose  personal  friend  and  political  campaign 
manager  of  the  governor  of  Florida,  the  appointment 
occasioned  no  surprise.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Mallory’s 
death,  announcement  was  made  by  Congressman  Wil- 
liam B.  Lamar,  of  the  Third  Florida  District,  that 
he  was  a candidate  for  the  senatorship.  Thomas  J. 
L.  Brown,  of  Tampa,  Florida,  was  already  an  an- 
nounced candidate  as  were  Hon.  Park  Trammell,  of 
Lakeland,  and  Hon.  John  S.  Beard,  of  Pensacola,  and 
with  these  candidates  in  the  field  Mr.  Fletcher  an- 
nounced his  candidacy.  During  his  campaign  Mr. 
Fletcher  made  the  following  significant  remark  in  con- 
nection with  his  candidacy:  T am  solely  responsible 

for  making  the  race  and  bearing  its  burdens.  I did 
not  ask  anyone’s  permission  to  run,  and  1 am  run- 
ning solely  on  whatever  merits  I possess  and  address- 


ing myself  directly  to  the  people,  who  alone  make  the 
choice.’  Within  four  months  from  the  date  of  his 
appointment  Senator  William  James  Bryan  died  in 
Washington,  and  this  further  complicated  the  sen- 
atorial camgaign.  Congressman  Lamar  was  making 
an  active  campaign ; John  S.  Beard,  of  Pensacola,  a 
lawyer  of  ability,  and  who  had  attained  considerable 
prominence  as  a member  of  the  state  senate,  was  in 
the  field,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  made  the  fourth  candidate. 
Shortly  after  the  death  of  Senator  Bryan,  Florida’s 
chief  executive,  Governor  Napoleon  B.  Broward, 
announced  that  he  would  become  a candidate  for  the 
democratic  nomination  for  United  States  senator.  Mr. 
Brown  soon  retired  from  the  race,  as  did  Hon.  Park 
Trammell,  and  then  began  a four-cornered  fight  that 
was  waged  with  vigor  and  energy  from  one  end  of 
the  state  to  the  other.  It  was  soon  recognized  that 
the  real  campaign  was  between  Governor  Broward 
and  Mr.  Fletcher.  The  friends  of  these  candidates 
rallied  to  their  support  and  one  of  the  most  strenuous 
campaigns  the  state  had  ever  known  was  waged.  Mr. 
Fletcher  went  before  the  people  and  conducted  one 
of  the  cleanest,  fairest  campaigns  that  has  ever  been 
known  since  the  primary  system  was  adopted  in  Flor- 
ida. This  was  largely  a campaign  of  literature  and 
public  speaking  in  every  county,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pamphlets  and  circulars  being  used  by  each 
of  the  four  candidates  and  speeches,  day  and  night, 
delivered  from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the  other.  As 
the  date  for  the  first  primary  drew  near  the  interest 
increased.  Mr.  Fletcher  made  friends  wherever  he 
appeared.  He  is  a man  of  winning  personality,  and 
his  arguments  carry  weight.  He  stood  squarely  for 
control  of  interstate  carriers  by  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  for  an  income  tax,  for  tariff  revision  and 
benefits  to  Florida  farmers  and  fruit  growers,  for 
duty  on  Egyptian  cotton,  government  appropriations 
for  harbors,  inland  rivers  and  waterways,  for  cur- 
rency reform,  and  declared  his  opposition  to  trusts 
and  monopolies.  The  first  primary  resulted  in  Mr. 
Fletcher  and  Governor  Broward  securing  the  largest 
number  of  votes,  but  as  neither  received  a majority 
both  entered  the  second  primary.  This  campaign  was 
short,  but  it  was  most  strenuous.  Both  candidates 
worked  day  and  night,  and  when  the  second  primary 
was  held  on  June  16,  1908,  Mr.  Fletcher  had  a major- 
ity of  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
votes,  and  was  duly  declared  the  nominee.”  The  elec- 
tion which  followed  placed  him  in  the  position  of 
junior  member  of  the  United  States  senate  from  Flor- 
ida, to  serve  from  1909  until  1915,  and  he  is  making 
a creditable  record  in  the  national  house  of  legislation, 
seeking  the  interests  of  the  country  at  large  just  as 
conscientiously  and  just  as  effectively  as  he  has  pro- 
moted the  welfare  of  his  adopted  city. 
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Never  before  had  Mr.  Fletcher  sought  election  at 
the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  state,  although  he  had 
filled  various  important  positions  by  appointment.  He 
had  always  preferred  to  give  his  attention  to  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  attained  prominence  as  a general 
practitioner.  He  has  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
state  and  federal  courts  and  is  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bar  Association.  Every  subject,  however,  that 
touches  the  general  interest  of  society  or  affects  the 
welfare  of  the  city  or  state  claims  and  receives  the 
earnest  consideration  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  who  supports 
or  opposes  such  questions  with  all  the  earnestness  of 
his  nature  as  he  believes  in  their  efficiency  or  their 
worthlessness.  Flis  course,  however,  has  been  one  of 
a constructive  rather  than;  a destructive  nature.  He 
believes  not  in  tearing  down  but  in  building  up  and 
is  ever  seeking  improved  conditions.  He  is  much  in- 
terested in  the  question  of  waterways  and  at  the 
convention  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Inland  Waterways  Asso- 
ciation, now  the  Mississippi  and  Atlantic  Waterways 
Association,  held  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  November 
9-1 1,  1908,  he  was  elected  president  and  is  greatly 
interested  in  making  a ship  canal  across  the  state  of 
Florida  as  a part  of  the  continental  system  of  water- 
way development. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  20th 
of  June  1883,  to  Miss  Anna  Louise  Paine  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  two  daughters : Ellen  Abbey 

and  Louise  Chapin.  Mr.  Fletcher  and  his  family  hold 
membership  in  the  Unitarian  church.  He  is  a man 
of  scholarly  attainments  and  has  found  his  most  help- 
ful line  of  reading  in  the  Bible,  in  Shakespeare  and 
in  history.  He  has  been  a student  of  the  sociological 
and  economic  as  well  as  political  problems  of  tbe  coun- 
try and  is  identified  with  various  organizations  which 
seek  to  ameliorate  hard  conditions  of  life  for  the  un- 
fortunate and  to  promote  intellectual  and  moral  prog- 
ress. He  is  the  vice  president  of  the  Children’s  Home 
Society  of  Florida  and  the  president  of  the  Jackson- 
ville Society  of  Sanitary  and  Moral  Prophylaxis.  He 
is  a director  of  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  of  Jacksonville 
and  is  connected  with  other  humanitarian  societies. 
He  is  likewise  president  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Jack- 
sonville and  several  industrial  and  business  concerns. 
His  success  in  those  lines  gives  him  scope  for  his 
activities  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellowmen.  He  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Jacksonville  public  library  and  also  of 
the  John  B.  Stetson  University  at  De  Land,  Florida. 
He  holds  fellowship  in  several  secret  societies,  is  con- 
nected with  the  Jacksonville  Board  of  Trade,  the 
Seminole  Club  and  the  State  Horticultural  Society. 
His  interests  are  indeed  broad  and  varied  and  he  has 
exercised  an  immeasurable  influence  on  the  city  of 
his  residence ; in  business  life  as  a lawyer,  financier 
and  promoter  of  extensive  industrial  and  commercial 


enterprises ; in  social  circles  by  reason  of  a fine  per- 
sonality and  unfeigned  cordiality ; in  politics  by  reason 
of  his  public  spirit  and  devotion  to  the  general  good, 
as  well  as  by  his  comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
questions  affecting  state  and  national  welfare ; and  in 
those  departments  of  activity,  which  lessen  hard  con- 
ditions of  life  by  his  benevolence  and  his  liberality. 


NICHOLAS  LONG  PINDER. 

Nicholas  Long  Pinder  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing in  Jackson  county,  near  Greenwood,  owning  and 
cultivating  three  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  has  brought 
his  fields  to  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  his  property 
presents  an  attractive  appearance,  constituting,  as  it 
does,  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  locality.  Mr. 
Pinder  is  a son  of  Marmaduke  and  Mary  (Wells) 
Pinder,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  came  to  Jack- 
son  county  about  the  year  1837.  The  father  engaged 
in  farming  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
1867.  He  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1910.  To 
their  union  were  born  eleven  children:  Drew  Wells, 
of  Jackson  county;  Robert  R.,  deceased;  Emily  D., 
who  resides  in  Tennessee;  Maggie,  the  widow  of  R. 
P.  Adkinson ; Marmaduke,  who  has  passed  away ; 
Laurence  S.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Greenwood ; 
Nicholas  Long,  of  this  review;  Eugene  M.,  of  Chip- 
ley;  James  B.,  living  in  Tennessee;  William  T.,  a resi- 
dent of  Sneads ; and  Lulu  G.,  deceased. 

Nicholas  L.  Pinder  spent  his  childhood  in  Tennessee 
but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  returned  to  Jackson  county 
and  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising, 
occupations  with  which  he  has  been  continuously  iden- 
tified during  all  of  his  active  life.  In  1893  ^ie  Pur_ 
chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  to  which  he  added 
extensively  from  time  to  time  until  now,  although  he 
has  sold  one-half  of  his  acreage,  he  owns  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  fine  land.  He  has  given  a great  deal  of 
time  and  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  property, 
follows  always  the  most  modern  and  progressive  meth- 
ods and  gathers  abundant  harvests  as  a reward  for 
his  energy  and  industry.  That  his  labors  have  been 
practical  is  indicated  by  the  results  he  has  achieved, 
owning  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  community. 

Mr.  Pinder  married  Miss  Lalula  Mosely,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children  : Marmaduke  M., 
a conductor  on  the  Louisville  & Nashville  Railroad ; A. 
Delia,  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Jackson 
county;  Willie  G.,  at  home;  Arthur  G.,  Leroy  and 
Helen  G.,  all  at  home ; and  Lizzie,  deceased.  Mr.  Pin- 
der is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  frater- 
nally is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
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party.  Locally  he  is  interested  in  the  betterment  of 
the  community  and  for  some  time  rendered  his  town- 
ship excellent  service  as  school  supervisor.  He  is  a 
man  of  many  sterling  traits  of  character,  reliable  in 
business,  progressive  in  citizenship  and  at  all  times 
straightforward  and  reliable. 


PENT  W.  DANIEL. 

During  a residence  of  over  a quarter  of  a century 
in  Bartow,  Pent  W.  Daniel  has  given  practically  his 
entire  time  to  the  abstract  business,  becoming  identi- 
field  with  the  first  enterprise  of  this  character  in  Polk 
county  and  being  today  connected  with  a business 
which  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  original  concern  and 
which  is  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Polk  County 
Abstract  Company.  He  has  become  an  expert  in 
his  special  line  and  in  the  city  where  he  has  so  long 
resided  and  where  he  is  so  intimately  known,  he  is 
recognized  as  an  able,  far-sighted  and  discriminating 
business  man,  whose  success  is  entirely  the  result  of 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  initiative  which  has  actu- 
ated him  in  all  the  relations  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Daniel  is  a native  of  Kentucky  and  in  that  state 
acquired  his  education,  beginning  his  independent 
career  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of 
Caldwell  county.  He  came  to  Bartow  in  1886  and  in 
the  same  year  became  connected  with  the  abstract 
business,  in  which  he  has  continued  since  that  time, 
being  today  one  of  the  most  expert  abstract  men  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  The  first  abstract  company 
in  Polk  county  was  organized  in  1884  by  Steward, 
Hanson  & Johnson,  who  later  sold  the  enterprise  to 
B.  F.  Holland.  The  latter  conducted  it  for  twenty- 
two  years,  making  it  a profitable  and  well  managed 
enterprise  and  a force  in  the  general  business  growth 
of  Bartow.  He  sold  his  interests  to  the  Polk  County 
Abstract  Company  upon  its  organization  in  1910  and 
this  corporation  is  the  present  owner  of  the  concern. 
Mr.  Daniel  has  been  connected  with  the  business  since 
1886,  two  years  after  the  organization  of  the  original 
company  and  he  has  remained  an  important  element 
in  the  continued  expansion  of  the  enterprise,  its  re- 
markable growth  and  development  being  largely  due 
to  his  energy,  initiative  and  progressive  spirit.  He 
largely  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Polk  County 
Abstract  Company  in  1910,  which  was  founded  with 
a capital  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  and  with  the 
following  officers : E.  C.  Stuart,  president ; E.  L. 

Mack,  secretary ; and  P.  W.  Daniel,  treasurer  and 
manager.  These  gentlemen  control  the  only  abstract 
business  in  Polk  county  and  they  are  conducting  it 
along  modern,  constructive  and  progressive  lines,  be- 


ing far-sighted,  resourceful  and  able  business  men 
In  the  management  of  the  important  duties  connected 
with  his  office  Mr.  Daniel  has  proved  his  ability  and 
worth  and  his  opinions  are  today  recognized  as  stand- 
ard authority  on  everything  relating  to  his  special  line. 
He  has  not,  however,  allowed  his  interests  to  settle  in 
a narrow  groove,  but  is  intelligently  interested  in  prac- 
tically every  phase  of  community  life,  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  trend  of  general  business  advancement 
through  his  membership  in  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Daniel  married  Miss  Alice  Hicks  of  Reynolds, 
Georgia,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  a daugh- 
ter, Mary  E.  Mr.  Daniel  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  in  which  he  serves  as  elder,  and  he  has 
always  taken  a lively  interest  in  movements  for  the 
spread  of  its  doctrines.  Although  not  an  office  seeker 
he  has  held  some  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust, 
having  served  as  supervisor  of  registration  and  as  city 
tax  collector.  Although  he  is  a specialist  he  is  never- 
theless a man  of  wide  and  varied  interests  and  he 
possesses  the  faculty  of  making  each  a separate  force 
in  advancement.  A man  of  upright  character  and  hon- 
orable principles,  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen  have 
ever  conformed  to  the  highest  standards  of  commer- 
cial ethics,  and  he  is  honored  and  respected  by  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


BENJAMIN  E.  McLIN. 

Benjamin  E.  McLin,  deceased,  was  for  many  years 
well  known  in  legal,  business  and  political  circles  of 
Tallahassee  and  Leon  county  and  the  qualities  of  his 
manhood,  aside  from  his  marked  characteristics  as  a 
business  man,  were  such  as  to  merit  for  him  the  respect 
and  friendship  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. In  both  his  official  and  business  career  he  had 
won  success  and  was  honored  by  reason  of  the  straight- 
forward methods  which  he  ever  followed. 

Mr.  McLin  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Tennessee, 
in  1851  and  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war,  when  his 
father  entered  the  Confederate  army,  was  sent  to  his 
uncle’s  farm,  where  he  worked  for  some  time,  also  at- 
tending the  public  schools.  At  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war  he  entered  King’s  College  at  Bristol,  of  which  in- 
stitution his  uncle  was  the  president,  and  he  was  later 
a student  at  the  Volstein  Institute,  at  Jonesboro.  In 
1871  he  entered  the  Hampden-Sidney  College  of  Vir- 
ginia, remaining  until  1873  and  winning  high  honors 
in  scholarship  as  well  as  the  speaker’s  medal.  After 
his  graduation  he  read  law  with  his  father  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1875,  practicing  in  his  native 
state  for  ten  years  thereafter.  In  1885  he  removed  to 
Florida,  locating  in  Umatilla,  Lake  county.  Here  he 
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turned  his  attention  to  other  pursuits,  becoming  in- 
terested in  the  milling  business  and  also  in  the  cultiva- 
tion and  shipment  of  oranges.  At  one  time  he  owned 
the  largest  crate  factory  in  the  state  and  operated  it 
successfully  until  it  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire. 
Shortly  after  that  misfortune  the  great  frost  of  the 
winter  of  1894-5  destroyed  all  of  Mr.  McLin’s  orange 
groves  and  he  was  left  practically  penniless  to  again 
begin  his  business  career  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder. 
He  was,  however,  once  more  successful  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  one  of  the  substantial  and  representa- 
tive citizens  of  Tallahassee.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known  in  public  life,  having  served  in  the  state  senate 
for  three  terms,  accomplishing  during  that  time  much 
far-sighted,  beneficial  and  constructive  work.  In  1900 
he  was  elected  commissioner  of  agriculture  of  Florida 
and  so  efficient  were  his  services  in  this  connection  that 
he  was  twice  reelected  to  the  office  and  was  in  his 
third  term  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  McLin  had 
many  friends  in  Leon  county  and  enjoyed  in  large 
measure  their  respect  and  esteem.  His  death  was 
widely  regretted,  for  his  life  had  been  straightforward, 
honorable  and  upright,  and  in  his  passing  Tallahassee 
lost  one  of  her  most  valued  and  representative  citizens. 

Mr.  McLin  was  twice  married.  In  1876  he  wedded 
Miss  Linnie  Peak,  who  passed  away  ten  years  later, 
leaving  three  sons,  of  whom  W.  S.,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth,  is  assistant  commissioner  of  agriculture.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  McLin  married  Miss 
Josephine  Glidewell,  who  survives  him  and  makes  her 
home  in  Tallahassee,  where  she  has  an  extensive  circle 
of  friends. 


FREDERIC  H.  RAND,  Jr. 

In  a profession  where  advancement  depends  en- 
tirely upon  individual  merit,  Frederic  H.  Rand,  Jr., 
has  attained  a prominent  and  important  place,  stand- 
ing today  among  the  most  notable  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  Dade  county  bar.  A native  son  of  Florida, 
he  was  born  in  Orange  county,  May  22,  1884,  his  father 
being  Colonel  Frederic  H.  Rand,  Sr.,  now  a prominent 
citizen  of  Sanford.  He  served  as  colonel  of  a Mass- 
achusetts cavalry  company  during  the  Civil  war  and 
some  time  afterward  came  to  Florida,  locating  in  1875 
in  Orange  county,  where  he  has  since  been  a promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen.  Colonel  Rand  was  one 
of  the  original  builders  of  the  Southern  Florida  Rail- 
road from  Jacksonville  to  Tampa.  This  was  later 
known  as  the  Plant  system  and  is  now  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line. 

Frederic  H.  Rand,  Jr.,  was  reared  in  Orange  county 
and  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 


schools.  He  supplemented  this  by  a course  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  South,  at  Sewanee,  Tennessee,  and  after- 
ward entered  the  offices  of  Biggs  & Palmer,  attorneys, 
of  Orlando,  Florida.  He  studied  law  there  for  two 
years  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1905,  on  his 
twenty-first  birthday.  He  immediately  afterward 
opened  an  office  in  Miami  and  here  has  since  remained, 
his  success  and  prominence  being  today  unquestioned. 
A man  of  energy,  initiative  and  resource,  he  has  forged 
rapidly  to  the  front  in  his  chosen  profession  and  is 
now  recognized  as  a strong,  able  and  forceful  lawyer 
whose  thorough  understanding  of  underlying  legal 
principles  is  supplemented  by  the  ability  and  force  of 
personality  which  make  his  knowledge  effective.  Mr. 
Rand  is  now  in  control  of  an  extensive  and  representa- 
tive patronage  connecting  him  with  much  of  the  im- 
portant litigation  held  in  the  courts  of  the  state  and, 
being  able  and  progressive,  he  is  very  successful  in  its 
conduct.  He  belongs  to  the  Dade  County  and  the 
Florida  State  Bar  Associations  and  in  this  way  keeps 
in  touch  with  all  matters  connected  with  his  profession. 
Aside  from  the  law  he  is  extensively  interested  in 
real  estate  in  Miami  and  vicinity  and  constantly  buys 
and  sells  land,  taking  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to 
advance  his  financial  interests.  Having  come  to  Miami 
practically  empty-handed,  he  is  now  numbered  among 
the  citizens  of  wealth  and  influence  here,  his  success 
being  the  truest  testimonial  of  the  determination,  per- 
severance and  enterprise  which  made  it  possible. 

On  February  23,  1910,  Mr.  Rand  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  MacDonald,  a native  of  Chicago, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Ruth  Catherine,  born 
September  28,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rand  are  well 
known  socially  in  Miami,  Mr.  Rand  being  a member 
of  the  Miami  and  Tarpon  Clubs,  and  in  addition  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Seminole  Club  of  Jackson- 
ville and  the  Edgewater  Golf  Club  of  Chicago.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order.  He 
is  a young  man  of  attractive  social  qualities  which 
render  him  popular,  while  his  laudable  ambition  augurs 
well  for  a successful  professional  future. 


NATHAN  P.  BRYAN. 

Advancing  step  by  step  in  his  profession,  Nathan  T. 
Bryan  has  demonstrated  his  right  to  rank  with  Jack- 
sonville’s able  and  eminent  lawyers,  his  success  being 
evidenced  in  the  important  nature  of  the  professional 
service  entrusted  to  his  care.  Florida  numbers  him 
among  her  native  sons,  his  hirth  having  occurred  at 
Fort  Mason,  Orange  county,  April  23,  1872.  He 
represents  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of 
the  state.  His  paternal  grandfather  came  from 
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Georgia  to  Florida  about  1812  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  Hamilton  county.  His  son,  John  M.  Bryan,  was 
born  in  this  state  and,  having  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity,  wedded  Louisa  M.  Norton,  a member  of  a 
family  that  has  been  represented  in  Florida  for  sev- 
eral generations.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Nassau 
county  and  her  mother  of  Duval  county.  John  M. 
Bryan  became  a representative  of  agricultural  in- 
terests in  Orange  county  and  was  there  living  at  the 
time  of  the  birth  of  his  son,  Nathan  P.  Bryan,  whose 
youth  was  passed  in  the  uneventful  round  of  farm 
life,  with  seasons  devoted  to  active  work  on  a farm 
and  to  the  acquirement  of  an  education.  After  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  Kissimmee,  Florida,  he 
entered  the  Emory  College  at  Oxford,  Georgia,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  well  known  institution  with 
high  honors  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1893,  at 
which  time  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  was  conferred 
upon  him.  Lie  next  entered  the  Washington  and  Lee 
University  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  pursuing  his  legal 
course  until  graduated  in  1895  with  the  degree  of  B. 
L.  His  broad  literary  and  professional  training  served 
as  an  excellent  foundation  upon  which  to  build  his 
success  in  practice.  He  opened  an  office  in  Jackson- 
ville and  advancement  came  to  him  quickly,  his 
standing  at  the  bar  affording  the  best  evidence  of  his 
capabilities  in  this  line.  He  proved  himself  a strong 
advocate  with  the  jury  and  concise  in  his  appeals 
before  the  court.  He  is  remarkable  among  lawyers 
for  the  wide  research  and  provident  care  with  which 
he  prepares  his  cases.  In  no  instance  has  his  reading 
ever  been  confined  to  the  limitations  of  the  questions  at 
issue ; it  has  gone  beyond  and  compassed  every  con- 
tingency and  provided  not  alone  for  the  expected,  but 
for  the  unexpected,  which  happens  in  the  courts  quite 
as  frequently  as  out  of  them.  His  logical  grasp  of  facts 
and  the  principles  of  the  law  applicable  to  them  has 
been  another  potent  element  in  his  success,  and  a re- 
markable clearness  of  expression,  an  adequate  and 
precise  diction,  which  enables  him  to  make  others  un- 
derstand not  only  the  salient  points  of  his  argument, 
but  his  every  fine  gradation  of  meaning,  may  be  ac- 
counted one  of  his  most  conspicuous  gifts  and  ac- 
complishments. 

In  October,  1898,  Mr.  Bryan  was  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Smith,  a daughter  of  Mumford  and  Annie 
(Cecil)  Smith.  Mr.  Bryan  is  much  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education  as  a factor  in  raising  the  standard 
of  citizenship  as  well  as  developing  individual  talent 
and  powers.  He  has  been  honored  with  appointment 
to  the  educational  board  of  control,  having  in  charge 
the  University  of  Florida,  the  Florida  Female  College, 
the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Colored 
Normal  School.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a demo- 
crat, actively  interested  in  vital  and  significant  prob- 


lems of  the  day,  yet  prominent  in  every  movement  for 
the  public  good  whether  accomplished  along  political 
or  other  lines.  Of  him  it  has  been  said : “Mr.  Bryan 
has  many  warm  personal  friends,  not  only  in  Jack- 
sonville but  all  over  the  south,  and  his  standing  in 
the  community  is  that  of  a fine  gentleman,  a generous 
friend  and  a pleasant  neighbor.” 


JOHN  McGREADY  OGLESBY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  McGready  Oglesby,  who  in  the  twenty- 
six  years,  during  which  he  has  practiced  his  profession 
in  Bartow,  has  made  continuous  and  rapid  advance- 
ment, stands  today  in  the  front  ranks  of  able  physicians 
and  surgeons  in  this  part  of  Florida,  his  knowledge 
and  ability  being  clearly  evidenced  in  the  excellent  re- 
sults which  have  attended  his  labors.  Lie  is  not  only 
an  able  physician  but  also  a far-sighted  and  discrim- 
inating business  man  and  in  the  course  of  years  has 
been  carried  forward  into  important  relations  with  the 
business  life  of  the  city,  being  connected  through  in- 
vestment or  official  service  with  many  of  the  largest 
financial  and  commercial  concerns. 

Dr.  Oglesby  has  lived  in  Bartow  since  1887  but  was 
born  in  Johnson  county,  Missouri,  and  there  acquired 
his  early  education.  He  afterward  entered  the  State 
University  and  after  completing  a course  there  became 
a student  in  the  Washington  University  at  St.  Louis, 
graduating  from  the  medical  department  in  1880  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  In  the  same  year  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Johnson  county  and 
there  remained  for  seven  years,  proving  himself  dur- 
ing this  time  an  able  member  of  the  medical  fraternity. 
From  Johnson  county  he  came  directly  to  Florida  and 
settled  in  Bartow,  where  he  has  since  been  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  possesses  a compre- 
hensive knowledge  of  the  underlying  principles  of 
medicine,  a keen  sense  of  his  responsibility  as  a phy- 
sician and  an  appreciation  of  the  present  usefulness 
and  the  ultimate  purposes  of  life,  and  these  qualities 
have  combined  to  form  the  principal  elements  in  his 
advancement.  He  has  secured  a large  and  representa- 
tive clientage  and  his  career  may  be  termed  successful, 
viewed  from  both  a financial  and  professional  stand- 
point. 

Although  an  enthusiastic  medical  practitioner  and 
a constant  student  along  medical  lines,  Dr.  Oglesby 
has  never  neglected  the  business  opportunities  which 
have  come  his  way  and  has  made  some  very  judicious 
investments,  being  connected  with  a number  of  im- 
portant business  concerns.  He  is  vice  president  of 
the  Polk  County  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  organizers,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  secretary 
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of  the  Polk  County  Printing  Company.  He  is  in  addi- 
tion a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Summerlin 
Institute. 

Dr.  Oglesby  married  Miss  Eva  Gittings,  of  Illinois, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children : Robert  M., 
who  is  in  the  drug  business  in  Bartow ; Knowles  G., 
who  is  studying  medicine  in  Vanderbilt  University, 
Nashville,  Tennessee;  and  Ewing  M.  and  Eva  M., 
who  are  still  in  school.  Dr.  Oglesby  keeps  in  touch 
with  the  most  advanced  thought  of  his  profession 
through  his  membership  in  the  Polk  County  Medical 
Society,  of  which  he  is  ex-president,  the  Florida  State 
Medical  Society,  and  the  Southern  and  American  Med- 
ical Associations.  His  ability  in  his  profession  is  the 
outward  expression  of  many  years  of  close  study  and 
of  long  experience  in  practice  and  he  conforms  to  the 
highest  standards  of  medical  ethics,  having  won  in  this 
way  a high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  brethren  in  the 
medical  fraternity  and  in  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  local  public. 


COLONEL  GEORGE  TILLMAN  GRAHAM. 

The  pleasurable  and  health-giving  clime  of  Florida 
has  brought  within  its  borders  many  distinguished 
men,  and  among  those  who  have  been  valuable  addi- 
tions to  the  state  is  Colonel  George  Tillman  Graham, 
who  in  1909  came  to  Crescent  City,  after  a distin- 
guished legal  and  public  career,  to  escape  the  arduous 
duties  of  his  profession  and  find  recreation  in  outdoor 
life.  A man  of  many  talents  and  much  force  of  char- 
acter, Colonel  Graham  had  become  noted  as  one  of  the 
foremost  criminal  lawyers  of  the  state  of  South  Caro- 
lina, which  commonwealth  he  also  served  in  judicial 
and  other  public  capacities.  George  T.  Graham  was 
born  in  Edgefield  county,  South  Carolina,  in  1859,  near 
where  the  city  of  Saluda  now  stands,  and  is  a son  of 
Middleton  and  Elizabeth  C.  (Culbreath)  Graham, 
natives  of  that  county.  There  the  father  and  mother 
spent  their  entire  lives,  the  former  owning  a large 
plantation  and  a great  many  slaves.  A curious  fact 
in  connection  therewith  is  that  one  of  them  is  con- 
sidered now  the  wealthiest  man  in  Saluda  county, 
South  Carolina.  The  father  always  took  deep  interest 
in  the  negroes  under  his  charge,  apprenticing  six  of 
them  to  the  carpenter  trade  and  starting  them  well 
upon  their  careers,  so  that  they  all  filled  honorable 
positions  in  life.  Middleton  Graham  was  a veteran  of 
the  Seminole  Indian  war,  in  which  he  distinguished 
himself  by  his  courageous  conduct  and  was  mustered 
out  upon  the  termination  of  hostilities,  in  St.  Augustine, 
in  1836.  Although  he  was  in  favor  of  the  Union  until 
the  beginning  of  the  conflict,  he  later  refused  to  accept 


Federal  offices  and  died  in  1868,  while  he  was  still  in 
the  fifties.  His  wife  survived  for  a number  of  years, 
passing  away  on  February  13,  1885,  in  her  seventieth 
year. 

George  T.  Graham  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of 
eight  children  and  is  the  only  one  now  living.  He  was 
reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  grew  up  amid  the 
refining  influences  of  a cultured  home.  He  resided  at 
the  place  of  his  birth  until  1880,  having  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  a thorough  education  and  having  pre- 
pared himself  for  the  legal  profession,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Lexington,  South  Carolina,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law.  Part  of  his  practical  education 
along  that  line  was  received  in  the  office  of  Shepard 
Brothers  at  Edgefield,  South  Carolina,  who  directed 
his  studies  and  where  he  came  in  contact  with  the 
practical  side  of  the  profession.  The  year  1880  marks 
his  advent  in  Lexington,  South  Carolina,  and  there  he 
attained  to  fame  and  favor  in  a career  that  connected 
him  with  some  of  the  most  important  litigation  coming 
before  the  courts  of  the  state  until  1909,  in  which  year 
he  came  to  Florida.  Mr.  Graham  was  at  one  time 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Graham  & Nelson  and 
subsequently  of  the  firm  of  Graham  & Sturkie,  which 
latter  also  maintained  a branch  office  in  Columbia  for 
two  years.  Logical  in  his  reasoning  and  sound  in  his 
deductions,  Mr.  Graham  prepared  his  cases  with  great 
thoroughness  and  skill  and  presented  them  so  clearly 
and  forcefully  that  he  soon  commanded  attention  and 
became  widely  and  favorably  known.  His  pleas  were 
always  characterized  by  terse  logic  and  lucid  presenta- 
tion and  his  nearly  instantaneous  success  stands  as 
best  evidence  of  the  capabilities  he  displayed.  Special- 
izing along  lines  of  criminal  law,  he  soon  became  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  able  men  in  that  department 
and  in  all  he  tried  over  one  hundred  capital  cases,  most 
of  them  with  notable  success.  In  the  cases  with  which 
he  was  connected  he  exhibited  the  possession  of  every 
faculty  of  which  a lawyer  may  be  proud — skill  in  pre- 
senting his  evidence,  marked  ability  in  cross  examina- 
tion, persuasiveness  before  a jury,  a strong  grasp  of 
every  feature  of  the  case,  ability  to  secure  favorable 
ruling  from  the  judge,  unusual  familiarity  with  human 
nature  and  the  springs  of  human  conduct  and  last,  but 
not  least,  untiring  industry.  Fie  was  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  case  of  Robert  W.  McDaniel,  a famous 
case  which  was  reported  upon  in  the  South  Carolina 
law  reports.  McDaniel  was  convicted  to  imprisonment 
for  life  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Graham  took  charge  of 
the  case,  and  this  bit  of  legal  history  is  considered 
perhaps  the  most  famous  murder  case  in  the  history  of 
the  state  of  South  Carolina.  Colonel  Graham  also  de- 
fended Samuel  H.  Tillman  for  the  murder  of  N.  G. 
Gonzales,  a prominent  editor,  a case  which  attracted 
nation-wide  attention.  Although  the  activities  of  Mr. 
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Graham  along  lines  of  his  private  practice  demanded 
nearly  all  of  his  time  and  he  could  never  find  sufficient 
leisure  to  devote  to  politics,  he  never  neglected  in  the 
least  degree  his  duties  and  obligations  of  citizenship 
and  when  called  upon  to  serve  in  a judicial  capacity 
assented  to  assume  the  position  of  judge  of  the  probate 
court  of  Lexington  county,  serving  in  that  office  for 
two  terms,  being  elected  in  1886  and  1888.  His  deci- 
sions were  always  fair  and  impartial,  based  upon  the 
equity  of  the  law,  and  were  generally  considered  models 
of  judicial  soundness.  A man  of  keen  perceptive 
power,  of  broad  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  princi- 
ples of  jurisprudence  in  all  its  departments,  he  accu- 
rately applied  the  law  to  the  points  in  litigation  and  his 
decisions  were  rarely  appealed,  and  lawyers  seldom 
took  exception  to  his  ruling.  His  fellow  citizens, 
recognizing  his  worth  and  extraordinary  ability,  also 
called  upon  him  to  serve  as  the  city’s  executive,  and 
Colonel  Graham  filled  for  two  terms  the  office  of  mayor 
of  Lexington  with  circumspection  and  wisdom,  giving 
the  city  a businesslike  administration  which  has  had 
numerous  benefits  in  its  wake.  A democrat  by  political 
convictions,  he  served  as  delegate  to  the  democratic 
national  convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1888  and  helped  to 
nominate  Cleveland  for  the  second  time.  A man  who 
exemplified  in  his  conduct  the  lofty  ideals  of  an  ancient 
and  noble  calling,  he  honored  his  profession  by  paying 
it  honor  and  by  his  adherence  to  the  solid  virtues  and 
enlightened  principles  underlying  the  law.  No  less 
was  his  loyalty  to  the  traditions  which  held  the  advocate 
to  the  purpose  of  the  law  and  forbade  him  to  distort 
and  defile  its  machinery. 

Since  coming  to  Florida,  Colonel  Graham  has  paid 
little  attention  to  the  political  questions  that  affect  the 
state  but  devotes  himself  largely  to  his  three  orange 
groves  and  a small  farm,  on  which  he  finds  much  to 
do  that  affords  him  diversion  and  recreation.  His  fel- 
low townsmen,  however,  appreciative  of  his  worth, 
ability  and  patriotic  purpose,  elected  him  in  1911  to  the 
office  of  mayor  of  Crescent  City  and  indorsed  his  ad- 
ministration in  1912  by  reelection.  Sacrificing  partly 
his  personal  interests,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  accept 
the  office,  and  the  greatness  of  his  sacrifice  is  greatly 
appreciated  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

On  November  15,  1883,  Colonel  Graham  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hawkins,  who  was  born 
in  Effingham  county,  Georgia,  November  28,  1864,  only 
one  week  in  the  wake  of  Sherman’s  army  when  passing 
through  there.  Her  marriage  took  place  in  Newberry 
county,  South  Carolina.  She  is  a daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Hawkins,  D.  D.,  S.  T.  D.,  a Lutheran  clergyman 
who  for  many  years  was  editor  of  the  Lutheran  Visitor, 
a paper  which  was  published  in  Columbia,  South  Caro- 
lina. He  made  through  this  medium  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  the  upbuilding  of  Christian  citizenship,  for  the 


words  he  uttered  through  his  columns  were  words  of 
wisdom  that  sank  deep  into  many  hearts  and  bore  fruit. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Graham  was  Mary  Louise  (Win- 
gard)  Hawkins,  a native  of  Lexington,  South  Carolina, 
and  a worthy  helpmate  of  her  husband,  ably  assisting 
him  in  his  Christian  work.  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Graham 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Rion  Till- 
man, who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; 
Mary  Elizabeth;  Ruth,  the  wife  of  Carl  Frederick 
Oswald,  of  Lexington,  South  Carolina,  and  the  mother 
of  two  daughters,  Dorothy  and  Margaret;  James  Fort, 
of  Augusta,  Georgia,  who  is  connected  with  the  traffic 
department  of  the  Central  of  Georgia  Railroad  Com- 
pany ; Harold  and  Donald,  who  both  passed  away  be- 
fore having  reached  their  fifth  year;  and  Benjamin 
Hawkins. 

While  in  South  Carolina,  Colonel  Graham  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Johnson  Haygood  of  that  state 
to  serve  as  colonel  on  his  staff.  For  many  years  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  Masonry  and  was  also  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  Had  he  cared  for  political  honors,  no 
doubt  his  eminent  qualities  would  have  led  him  to  a 
position  of  importance  in  the  nation,  but  Colonel 
Graham  considered  it  a greater  duty  to  do  valuable 
work  in  a less  conspicuous  way  along  professional  lines 
than  to  gain  glamour  and  fame.  He  now  enjoys  a well 
earned  rest  after  many  years  of  intense  activity,  his 
favorite  recreation  being  riding  to  the  hounds.  Yet  a 
comparatively  young  man,  he  has  made  his  mark  in 
the  world  and  has  deeply  written  his  name  upon  the 
legal  arch  of  the  history  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina, 
while  now,  as  a Florida  country  gentleman,  he  gives  his 
time  and  effort  largely  to  land  culture  and  is  a factor  in 
calling  to  life  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  southland 
that  so  long  have  lain  dormant.  His  sterling  qualities, 
which  have  ever  commanded  respect,  confidence  and 
good-will,  have  won  him  many  friends  in  his  new  home, 
where  he  becomes  more  and  more  firmly  entrenched  in 
the  affection  of  all  those  who  know  him. 


FRANK  WALTON  CHAPMAN. 

Some  of  the  most  important  business  enterprises  in 
Miami  owe  their  inception  to  the  initiative  and  or- 
ganizing ability  of  Frank  Walton  Chapman  and  their 
continued  growth  to  his  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment. Since  1895,  when  he  moved  to  this  state,  he 
has  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  community  in- 
terests, his  activities  touching  and  influencing  differ- 
ent lines  of  growth  and  progress.  He  is  today  at  the 
head  of  a large  plumbing  establishment  and  in  the 
conduct  of  this  and  his  other  extensive  and  representa- 
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tive  interests  is  constituting  himself  a great  individual 
force  in  advancement.  He  was  born  in  Essex,  Con- 
necticut, April  2,  1854,  and  comes  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  New  England,  the  line  having  descended 
from  Sir  Robert  Chapman,  who  came  from  England 
to  America  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  became  one 
of  the  founders  of  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  near  which 
place  he  had  large  grants  of  land  from  the  crown.  Sir 
Robert  Chapman’s  descendants  became  afterward 
prominent  in  all  of  the  American  wars.  Jedediah 
Chapman,  who  was  born  August  1,  1759,  and  died 
November  5,  1848,  was  sergeant  in  the  First  Regi- 
ment, Connecticut  Line ; he  was  captain  of  militia  dur- 
ing Tryon’s  invasion  in  1779,  having  enlisted  March 
9,  1777,  and  being  honorably  discharged  March  9, 
1780.  Horace  Chapman  served  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  Aaron  P.  Chapman,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
Frank  W.  Chapman’s  parents  were  Aaron  P.  and 
Mettie  J.  (Williams)  Chapman,  both  of  whom  have 
passed  away,  the  mother  dying  when  the  subject  of 
this  review  was  only  three  years  of  age.  The  father 
afterward  removed  to  Monroe,  Michigan,  where  he 
married  Miss  Matilda  Prindle,  who  became  the  second 
mother  to  his  son.  Aaron  P.  Chapman  engaged  for 
many  years  in  railway  contracting  and  was  active  in 
this  occupation  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1879.  His  widow'  survives  him  and  makes 
her  home  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

When  Frank  W.  Chapman  was  eight  years  of  age  he 
accompanied  his  father  to  Monroe,  Michigan,  and  he 
there  remained  until  he  was  sixteen  . At  that  time  he 
returned  to  Connecticut  in  order  to  complete  his  edu- 
cation, pursuing  his  studies  there  for  three  years.  He 
began  his  independent  career  as  an  apprentice  in  a 
mercantile  establishment  in  Beacon  Falls,  Connecti- 
cut, and  after  serving  two  years  turned  his  attention 
to  railroad  work,  in  which  he  engaged  in  various  ca- 
pacities for  fully  twenty  years.  He  began  as  fore- 
man of  a construction  gang,  rising  from  that  position 
to  be  a railway  contractor,  then  freight  conductor, 
then  passenger  conductor  and  finally  purchasing  agent. 
When  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  was  constructed  he 
aided  in  building  it  between  Buffalo  and  Cleveland  and 
later  was  a passenger  conductor  on  the  line.  He  has 
the  distinction  of  having  made  the  first  coupling  on 
that  road. 

In  1895  Mr.  Chapman  came  to  Florida  and  located 
first  in  Linton,  which  is  now  Delray,  of  which  com- 
munity he  was  the  first  settler  and  the  first  postmaster. 
He  remained  two  years,  coming  in  1897  to  Miami, 
where  he  has  since  been  a resident  and  one  of  the 
city’s  most  substantial  and  prominent  men  of  affairs. 
He  has  been  interested  in  building  operations  in  other 
communities  also  and  in  1903  erected  in  Delrav  the 


Chapman  House,  the  first  hotel  built  in  the  city.  He 
continued  to  be  its  owner  for  five  years,  but  finally 
sold  the  establishment  and  later  erected  several  fine 
apartment  houses  in  Jacksonville,  which  he  still  holds 
and  from  which  he  enjoys  an  excellent  income.  For 
several  years  past  Mr.  Chapman  has  been  associated 
with  his  only  son  in  the  plumbing  business  in  Miami. 
Frank  Walton  Chapman,  Jr.,  is  a practical  plumber 
and  an  expert  in  this  line  of  work  and  the  business  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  inMiami, 
the  firm  controlling  an  extensive  and  important  trade. 
Much  of  the  credit  for  the  growth  and  advancement 
of  this  concern  is  due  to  Air.  Chapman  of  this  review, 
whose  initiative  spirit,  energy  and  enterprise  are  guar- 
antees for  the  success  of  any  project  to  which  he  turns 
his  attention.  In  Miami  he  is  known  as  a resourceful, 
discriminating  and  far-sighted  business  man,  whose 
judgment  is  sound,  whose  sagacity  is  far-reaching  and 
whose  integrity  stands  as  an  unquestioned  fact  in  his 
career.  He  is  a stockholder  and  director  in  the  Miami 
Building  Company  and  connected  with  many  other  im- 
portant business  enterprises. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1876,  Mr.  Chapman  married 
Miss  Lucy  La  Salle,  a native  of  Monroe,  Michigan,  of 
French  ancestry.  They  have  three  children:  Frank 

Walton,  Jr.;  Ella,  who  married  Emil  Ehman,  an 
architect  of  Jacksonville;  and  Olive,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Clarence  F.  Lauther,  an  electrical  contractor 
in  Miami.  Fraternally  Mr.  Chapman  is  connected 
with  the  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and  is  active 
in  promoting  the  business  interests  of  the  city.  A 
man  of  upright  character  and  honorable  principles,  his 
dealings  with  his  fellowmen  have  ever  conformed  to 
the  highest  standards  of  personal  and  business  ethics 
and  he  is  honored  and  respected  by  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact. 


JOHN  T.  HAMMOND. 

John  T.  Hammond,  occupying  a leading  position  in 
financial  circles  of  New  Smyrna  as  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  New  Smyrna,  was  born  in  Hammond, 
South  Carolina,  October  10,  1874.  He  is  a son  of 
Richard  W.  and  Nora  (Hughes)  Hammond,  the  for- 
mer connected  with  a naval  stores  company. 

John  T.  Hammond  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  was  afterward 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Kentucky.  He  be- 
gan his  independent  career  as  a lumber  merchant  in 
southern  Georgia  and  after  six  years  came  to  Florida, 
settling  in  Orlando,  where  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  business  until  1906,  when  he  took  up  his  resi- 
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dence  in  New  Smyrna,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  State  Bank,  No- 
vember 26,  1906,  he  was  elected  its  president.  The 
other  officers  are  W.  P.  Wilkinson,  vice  president;  and 
George  L.  Branning,  cashier.  This  is  the  oldest  bank 
in  the  town  and,  having  been  established  on  safe  con- 
servative lines,  its  business  has  gradually  developed 
until  it  is  now  one  of  the  strong  moneyed  institutions  in 
Volusia  county.  The  capital  stock  is  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  the  surplus  fifty-five  hundred  dollars  and  the 
deposits  amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  while  four  per  cent  interest  is  paid  on  all 
savings  accounts.  The  bank  occupies  a fine  building 
thirty-five  by  forty  feet  erected  in  1913.  The  material 
is  brick  with  stone  trimmings  and  the  equipment  is 
modern  and  complete  in  every  particular.  Much  of  the 
success  of  the  institution  is  due  to  the  enterprise  and 
initiative  spirit  of  Mr.  Hammond,  who  gives  a great 
deal  of  his  time  to  the  bank’s  affairs,  proving  himself 
in  their  able  management  a far-sighted  and  discrimina- 
ting financier. 

In  1909  Mr.  Hammond  married  Miss  Mary  Marshall, 
of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Louise.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hammond  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  preeminently  a 
man  of  affairs  and  his  labors  have  contributed  largely  to 
the  business  development  of  New  Smyrna  as  well  as 
to  his  individual  prosperity. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

The  Florida  bar  numbers  among  its  representatives 
no  more  resourceful  and  far-sighted  man  than  Andrew 
Johnson,  now  in  general  practice  in  Kissimmee.  During 
the  thirty-one  years  he  has  lived  in  the  state  he  has 
been  connected  with  a great  deal  of  important  profes- 
sional work  in  and  outside  of  the  courts  and  by  his 
efficiency,  his  foresight  and  his  business  and  legal 
ability  has  gained  for  himself  an  enviable  degree  of 
prominence  and  distinction. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  New  York  city  and  ac- 
quired his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  city.  Fie  afterward  attended  Bryant  & Stratton 
Business  College  and  after  completing  the  course  there 
was  a student  in  Douglas  University,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878, 
at  Springfield,  Illinois.  He  then  in  1879  moved  to 
San  Francisco,  California.  There  he  built  up  an  ex- 
tensive and  profitable  patronage,  and  became  known  as 
a strong,  able  and  forceful  practitioner.  In  1882  he 
came  to  Florida,  on  account  of  the  health  of  Mrs. 
Johnson,  and  settled  in  Orlando,  where  he  became 
identified  with  legal  practice  as  a member  of  the  firm 


of  Johnson  & Hammond,  a connection  which  continued 
for  eleven  years.  His  ability  soon  became  widely 
recognized  and  he  was  called  upon  for  a great  deal 
of  special  legal  work  involving  important  business  in- 
terests and  calling  for  the  services  of  a man  of  tact, 
diplomacy  and  unusual  efficiency.  At  the  instance 
of  a number  of  northern  capitalists  and  in  their  inter- 
est, he  went  to  Tennessee  and  Alabama  to  open  up  a 
railroad  in  those  states  for  the  transportation  of  coal 
and  iron.  Afterward  his  employers  transferred  all 
their  interests  to  the  Birmingham  district  of  Alabama. 
He  represented  them  in  that  state,  assisting  in  the 
construction  of  the  Tennessee  River  & Coosa  Railroad. 
When  this  work  was  completed  Mr.  Johnson  found 
himself  in  impaired  health  and  in  order  to  recuperate, 
went  to  Europe,  traveling  on  the  continent  for  some 
years.  On  his  return  he  located  the  Little  Rock  North- 
ern Railway.  He  was  then  employed  and  undertook 
to  make  a report  on  the  business  conditions  of  Mexico 
for  some  New  York  capitalists  who  were  organizing 
a company  capitalized  at  ten  million  dollars.  He  spent 
eight  months  thereafter  in  the  saddle  traveling  all  over 
the  country  gathering  data  for  the  report,  which  when 
completed  was  exhaustive  and  reliable  in  every  detail. 
At  that  time  Mr.  Johnson  having  perceived  the  spirit  of 
unrest  that  pervaded  the  republic,  predicted  the  present 
revolution  and  the  troubles  which  preceded  it  and  in 
view  of  the  unsettled  business  and  political  conditions 
advised  the  abandonment  of  the  proposition. 

When  Mr.  Johnson  returned  from  Mexico  he  settled 
in  Sanford  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion there  for  four  years,  coming  at  the  end  of  that 
time  to  Kissimmee,  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside.  He  has  already  made  his  influence  felt  in  legal 
circles,  and  has  become  widely  known  in  the  community 
as  an  attorney  whose  knowledge  of  the  law  is  com- 
prehensive and  exact,  and  whose  application  of  points 
of  law  always  correct  and  logical.  He  has  secured 
a large  and  constantly  increasing  patronage  and  is  con- 
nected with  a great  deal  of  important  litigation. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  at  Watseka,  Illinois,  in 
1879,  to  Miss  Maggie  H.  Anthony.  He  has  by  his  first 
wife  three  children : Frances  M.,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  E. 
Rendel  of  New  York  city;  La  Rue,  now  living  in  New 
York  city;  and  Pauline,  who  is  Mrs.  George  Blanchard 
Fry  of  New  York.  In  1910  Mr.  Johnson  married  Mrs. 
Cora  Hawley  Seaton,  superintendent  of  the  Children's 
Home  Society  of  Florida,  who  is  the  mother  of  H. 
Hawley  Seaton,  supervising  architect  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania lines  west  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Johnson  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party  and  takes  an  active  and  intelligent 
interest  in  public  affairs,  although  the  only  office  he 
has  held  was  that  of  delegate  to  the  democratic  national 
convention  of  1888.  He  is  connected  fraternally  with 
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the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  lodge,  chapter,  com- 
mandery  and  shrine,  and  his  religious  views  are  in 
accordance  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
He  is  a man  of  broad  interests,  specially  trained  and 
efficient  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  possessing  in  his 
initiative  spirit,  his  organizing  power,  his  industry,  en- 
terprise and  ability  the  foundatons  of  a great  and  last- 
ing success.  Mr.  Johnson  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 


JUDGE  LIVINGSTONE  WELLESLEY  BETHEL. 

Devotedly  attached  to  his  profession,  systematic  and 
methodical  in  habit,  sober  and  discreet  in  judgment, 
diligent  in  research,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  courteous  and  kind  in  demeanor  and  in- 
flexibly just  on  all  occasions,  these  qualities  have  en- 
abled Judge  Livingstone  Wellesley  Bethel  to  take  high 
rank  among  the  leading  representatives  of  Florida’s 
judiciary.  He  is  now  judge  of  the  eleventh  judicial 
circuit,  to  which  position  he  was  called  on  the  ioth  of 
June,  19 1 1 . A native  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  in 
the  Bahamas,  Judge  Bethel  was  born  October  26,  1845, 
a son  of  Judge  Winer  Bethel,  also  a native  of  Nassau 
and  a lawyer  by  profession.  On  leaving  his  native  city 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Key  West,  settling  there 
before  L.  W.  Bethel  was  two  years  of  age.  The  father 
spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  Island  city  and  his 
remains  repose  in  the  Key  West  cemetery.  After 
taking  up  his  abode  here  he  continued  in  the  practice 
of  law  for  a number  of  years  and  later  served  as  judge 
of  the  probate  court.  Subsequently  he  was  elevated  to 
the  circuit  bench,  occupying  the  position  now  being- 
filled  by  his  son,  Judge  Bethel,  save  that  the  circuit 
division  was  then  designated  as  the  sixth  instead  of  the 
eleventh  as  at  present.  Judge  Winer  Bethel  was  still 
upon  the  bench  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  which  oc- 
curred more  than  thirty  years  ago.  He  was  widely 
recognized  as  an  able  lawyer  and  judge  and  few 
representatives  of  the  profession  have  made  a more 
lasting  impression  upon  the  bar  of  the  state,  both  for 
legal  ability  of  a high  order  and  for  the  individuality 
of  a personal  character  which  impressed  itself  upon 
the  community.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Bethel,  survived 
him  for  two  or  three  years. 

The  city  of  Key  West  has  been  the  home  of  Judge 
L.  W.  Bethel  since  his  second  year,  the  family  arriving 
here  in  1847.  In  his  youth  he  attended  a private 
school  of  Key  West  and  in  1859  was  sent  to  Geneva, 
New  York,  where  he  attended  a preparatory  school — - 
Walnut  Hill  school,  a military  academy,  in  which  he 
remained  as  a student  for  two  and  a half  years.  On 
account  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  studies  for  the  time  being  and  returned 
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home.  While  hostilities  were  in  progress  between  the 
north  and  the  south  he  continued  his  education  under 
the  tutorship  of  his  father.  In  the  years  immediately 
following  the  close  of  the  war  he  read  law  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Homer  G.  Plant,  then  United  States 
district  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1869,  forty-four  years 
ago,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  given  his 
undivided  attention  and  energies  to  the  practice  of  law 
and  to  the  discharge  of  various  important  duties  in  the 
line  of  his  profession.  For  four  successive  terms  of 
one  year  each,  from  1877  until  1880,  he  served  Key 
West  as  its  mayor,  and  while  acting  in  that  capacity 
he  was  nominated  on  the  democratic  ticket  for  the  office 
of  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state,  his  running  mate 
being  W.  D.  Bloxham,  who  was  elected  governor  while 
popular  vote  placed  Judge  Bethel  in  the  position  of 
lieutenant  governor.  He  served  the  commonwealth  in 
a most  creditable  manner  for  a term  of  four  years. 
He  was  also  a member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1885  and  thus  aided  in  drafting  the  new 
organic  law  of  Florida.  During  President  Cleveland’s 
first  administration,  from  1885  until  1889,  he  served  as 
United  States  district  attorney  for  the  southern  district 
of  Florida  and  judicial  honors  were  conferred  upon 
him  when  in  1895  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  crim- 
inal court  of  record  at  Key  West.  He  filled  that  posi- 
tion for  about  fifteen  years,  or  from  the  establishment 
of  the  court  until  his  elevation  to  the  circuit  bench  of 
the  eleventh  Florida  circuit  on  the  ioth  of  June,  1911. 
He  has  great  respect  for  the  dignity  of  judicial  place 
and  power  and  no  man  ever  presided  in  a court  with 
more  regard  for  the  environment  than  has  Judge 
Bethel.  As  a result  of  this  personal  characteristic  the 
proceedings  are  always  orderly  on  the  part  of  everyone 
— audience,  bar  and  the  officers  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest.  His  opinions  are  fine  specimens  of  judicial 
thought,  always  clear,  logical  and  as  brief  as  the  char- 
acter of  the  case  will  permit. 

On  the  1 st  of  June,  1869,  just  after  his  admission  to 
the  bar,  Judge  Bethel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Nieves  Browne,  a native  of  Ivey  West,  and  a 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Browne,  a former 
prominent  resident  of  Key  West  and  for  many  years 
a member  of  the  Florida  state  legislature.  He  served 
as  postmaster  of  Key  West  and  took  an  active  and 
helpful  part  in  many  projects  relating  to  the  general 
welfare.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Bethel  have  traveled  life’s 
journey  happily  together  for  forty-four  years.  They 
have  seven  living  children,  namely : Yulee ; Grace,  the 
wife  of  Edward  B.  Phillips  of  Key  West ; Florida,  now 
the  wife  of  George  Bowen  of  Birmingham ; Sybil,  the 
wife  of  Frank  Resler  of  San  Francisco,  California; 
Effie  ; Harry  Livingstone,  a prominent  business  man  of 
Tallahassee,  Florida;  and  Otto  Bethel  of  Key  West, 
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who  holds  a responsible  position  with  the  East  Coast 
Railroad  Company. 

Judge  Bethel  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  church  and 
has  attained  high  rank  in  Masonry,  being  identified 
with  the  blue  lodge,  the  Chapter,  the  Knight  Templar 
Commandery  and  the  Scottish  Rite.  For  four  years  he 
has  been  an  exemplary  representative  of  the  fraternity 
and  is  a past  master  of  the  lodge.  He  is  always  loyal 
to  its  teaching  concerning  mutual  helpfulness  and 
brotherly  kindness.  As  a man  and  a citizen  he  ranks 
high  and  his  judicial  record  is  above  reproach.  With 
wide  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  law,  he 
recognizes  the  fact  that  justice  should  often  be  tem- 
pered with  mercy  and  holds  not  to  the  old  idea  of 
punishment  but  to  the  higher  ideal  that  the  law  is  a 
safeguard  that  carries  with  it  the  plan  of  opportunity 
for  reform.  His  opinions  are  regarded  as  models  of 
judicial,  soundness  and  are  the  highest  expressions  of 
faithfully  performed  duty. 


COLIN  MURCHISON  BOONE. 

Through  the  years  of  an  active  and  honorable  busi- 
ness career  and  in  every  relation  of  life  Colin  Murchi- 
son Boone  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  His  life  measured 
up  to  the  full  standard  of  honorable  manhood  in  all 
things  and  thus  his  death  was  the  occasion  of  wide- 
spread sorrow  and  regret,  when,  on  the  21st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1907,  he  passed  away.  He  was  a native  of 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  born  March  8,  1846,  his 
parents  being  Sampson  Potts  and  Ann  Boone.  They 
were  pioneers  in  North  Carolina,  having  gone  to  that 
state  in  the  early  days  from  Virginia. 

Colin  M.  Boone  acquired  his  education  in  Trinity 
College  in  his  native  state  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
enlisted  for  the  Civil  war  in  Colonel  Stair’s  Battery, 
serving  for  four  years  and  engaging  in  practically  all 
of  the  important  battles  of  the  war,  including  that  of 
Bentonville,  North  Carolina.  After  receiving  his  hon- 
orable discharge  he,  like  many  others,  was  practically 
penniless  and  obliged  to  work  at  anything  which 
would  bring  him  an  income.  He  secured  a position 
in  a coal  mine  and  retained  it  until  his  father  had  in 
some  degree  restored  his  former  business.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  Americus,  Georgia,  where  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  furniture  business,  continuing 
in  that  line  of  work  until  1868.  For  two  years  there- 
after he  remained  in  Georgia,  but  in  1870  returned  to 
Fayetteville,  coming  to  Florida  in  the  same  year.  He 
settled  in  Fort  Reed  and  there  established  himself  as 
a general  merchant,  remaining  until  1878  when,  on 
account  of  his  failing  health,  he  was  obliged  to  give 


up  indoor  work.  He  joined  the  Tyson-Smith  Steam- 
boat Company  and  traveled  in  their  interests  for  a 
number  of  years,  becoming  well  known  in  freight 
navigation  circles.  In  1895  after  the  big  freeze,  he 
was  made  commissioner  of  the  Southern  Freight  Asso- 
ciation, with  headquarters  at  Chattanooga,  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  constructive  and  beneficial  work  in  the 
promotion  of  the  concerns  in  which  the  organization 
was  interested.  After  a year,  however,  he  resigned 
his  office  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
pharmacy,  appearing  after  a short  time  before  the 
honors  in  1897.  On  the  4th  of  September,  1906,  he 
established  a drug  store  at  Eighth  and  Main  streets, 
in  Jacksonville,  and  remained  its  active  manager  for 
six  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time  his  son,  J.  Daniel 
Boone,  having  received  his  degree  in  pharmacy,  took 
charge  of  the  store,  the  father  traveling  in  the  south- 
ern territory  until  the  following  September,  when  he 
retired  from  active  life.  He  died  October  21,  1907, 
and  his  death  was  a great  loss  to  the  business  interests 
of  the  city,  for  his  honorable  and  reliable  methods  en- 
abled him  to  accomplish  whatever  he  undertook.  He 
dealt  honestly  and  honorably  with  all  men  and  his 
name  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  a synonym  for  integ- 
rity and  straightforward  dealing  in  all  business  rela- 
tions. 

In  1868  Mr.  Boone  married  Miss  Sarah  Jeannette 
Bruce,  of  Americus,  Georgia,  a daughter  of  Dr.  A.  D. 
and  Cornelia  (Marks)  Bruce,  pioneers  in  southern 
Florida.  The  widow  and  the  four  following  children 
survive:  Mrs.  Percy  McDonald,  of  Jacksonville;  Wil- 
liam Bruce  Boone,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee;  Mrs. 
Albert  E.  Gore,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; and  J.  Daniel 
Boone,  of  Jacksonville. 


HON.  WILLIAM  JENNINGS  BRYAN. 

Although  thrice  defeated  for  the  presidency,  William 
Jennings  Bryan  has  the  unique  distinction  of  being 
today  one  of  the  most  popular  Americans.  Party  lead- 
ers may  deem  him  unsafe,  but  the  people  believe  in 
him  and  it  is  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  and  not 
the  voice  of  the  few  that  establishes  the  position  of  the 
individual.  Mere  policy  has  never  weighed  with  him 
in  politics  and  the  most  bitter  of  his  political  oppo- 
nents have  never  questioned  the  integrity  of  his  political 
position.  Official  duties  as  secretary  of  state  demand 
his  residence  in  Washington,  but  he  still  maintains  his 
winter  home  at  Miami,  Florida,  and  the  old  home, 
Fairview,  near  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

To  take  up  his  life  history  according  to  the  con- 
ventional method  of  treating  biography,  we  find  that 
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the  Bryan  family  is  of  Irish  extraction,  although  some 
of  the  Bryans  trace  their  ancestry  to  Wales,  while 
others  have  followed  the  name  through  Irish  into 
English  history.  More  than  a century  ago  William 
Bryan  lived  in  Culpeper  county,  Virginia,  owning  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  the  foothills  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
mountains.  His  second  son,  John  Bryan,  born  about 
1790,  was  married  at  an  early  age  to  Nancy  Lillard,  of 
an  old  American  family  of  English  extraction.  They 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  including  Silas 
Lillard  Bryan,  who  was  born  near  Sperryville,  Virginia, 
November  4,  1822.  About  1828  the  family  removed  to 
what  is  now  West  Virginia  and  there  John  Bryan  died 
near  Point  Pleasant  in  1836  and  his  wife  in  1834. 

When  a boy  Silas  Lillard  Bryan  went  west  and  made 
his  home  a part  of  the  time  with  his  sister  Mrs.  Nancy 
Baltzell  and  a part  of  the  time  with  his  brother  William. 
After  completing  the  public-school  course  he  entered 
McKendree  College  at  Lebanon,  Illinois,  and  was 
graduated  with  honors  in  1849.  During  his  vacations 
he  worked  as  a farm  hand  and  also  taught  school  until 
he  had  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  continue  his 
studies.  His  choice  of  a life  work  fell  upon  the  law 
and  after  thorough  preliminary  reading  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  and  began 
practice  in  Salem,  Illinois.  He  was  married  November 
4,  1852,  to  Maria  Elizabeth  Jennings,  and  the  same 
year  was  elected  to  the  state  senate,  in  which  he  served 
for  eight  years.  In  i860  he  was  elected  circuit  judge 
and  remained  on  the  bench  for  twelve  years.  In  1872 
he  was  nominated  for  congress  by  the  democratic  and 
indorsed  by  the  greenback  party,  but  was  defeated  at 
the  polls.  He  practiced  law  both  before  and  after  his 
elevation  to  the  bench  and  left  his  impress  upon  the 
judicial  and  legislative  history  of  Illinois.  His  religious 
faith  was  that  of  the  Baptist  church  and  he  was  a 
devout  Christian.  He  died  March  30,  1880,  and  was 
buried  at  Salem,  Illinois.  His  will  provided  that  his 
children  should  be  encouraged  to  secure  “the  highest 
education  which  the  generation  affords.” 

The  Jennings  family,  from  which  William  Jennings 
Bryan  is  descended  on  the  mother's  side,  has  been  estab- 
lished in  America  since  the  earliest  epoch  in  the  coloni- 
zation of  the  new  world.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom 
there  is  authentic  record  was  Israel  Jennings,  born 
about  1774.  He  married  Mary  Waters  about  1799  and 
in  1818  removed  from  Mason  county,  Kentucky,  to 
Marion  county,  Illinois,  where  his  wife  died  in  1844, 
and  he  is  i860.  Their  son  Charles  Waters  Jennings 
married  Maria  Woods  Davidson  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1826.  He  died  in  1872  and  his  wife  in  1885.  Their 
family  of  ten  children  included  Maria  Elizabeth  Jen- 
nings, who  was  born  near  Walnut  Hill,  Illinois,  May  24, 
1834.  She  was  at  one  time  the  pupil  of  Silas  L.  Bryan, 
her  future  husband,  who  was  nearly  twelve  years  her 


senior.  Her  husband's  frequent  absence  from  home 
threw  upon  her  much  of  the  responsibility  of  the  care 
and  training  of  the  children.  When  her  sons  were 
grown  she  removed  from  the  farm  to  Salem  and  be- 
came an  active  worker  in  the  church  and  in  societies 
for  social  improvement.  Her  last  days  were  spent  in  a 
home  purchased  for  her  by  her  son  William  with  the 
first  savings  from  his  congressional  salary.  She  died 
June  27,  1896. 

William  Jennings  Bryan,  one  of  a family  of  nine 
children,  was  born  March  19,  i860.  He  is  described  in 
boyhood  as  “sturdy,  round-limbed  and  fond  of  play.” 
His  desire  to  become  a minister  gave  way  to  a wish 
to  take  up  farming,  but  later  he  decided  upon  the  law, 
and  his  education  was  directed  toward  that  end.  He 
was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  and  his  mother  was 
his  teacher  until  he  reached  the  age  of  ten  years,  when 
he  became  a public-school  pupil  in  Salem.  There  he 
became  interested  in  the  work  of  literary  and  debating 
societies,  and  his  interest  in  politics  was  first  aroused 
in  1872,  when  his  father  was  a candidate  for  congress. 
At  fourteen  years  of  age  he  joined  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  but  later  united  with  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  and  is  still  a 
communicant  of  that  denomination.  He  was  a lad  of 
fifteen  when  he  entered  Whipple  Academy  and  eight 
years  thereafter  were  devoted  to  study,  six  years  being 
spent  in  Jacksonville,  where  he  lived  in  the  home  of 
Dr.  Hiram  K.  Jones,  a relative,  the  atmosphere  there 
being  one  of  broad  intelligence,  very  stimulating  to  the 
young  man.  He  studied  Latin  and  Greek  but  preferred 
mathematics  and  political  economy.  His  early  efforts 
to  win  prizes  in  oratory  failed,  but  he  persevered  until 
the  result  was  accomplished.  His  winning  of  the 
junior  prize  entitled  him  to  represent  Illinois  College  in 
the  intercollegiate  oratorical  contest  in  Galesburg, 
Illinois,  in  1880,  where  his  oration  on  Justice  won  him 
second  prize,  fifty  dollars.  The  graduating  exercises  of 
Illinois  College  occurred  in  June,  1881.  The  following 
autumn  he  entered  the  Union  College  of  Law  in 
Chicago  and  out  of  school  hours  spent  his  time  in  the 
office  of  Senator  Lyman  Trumbull.  He  made  an  ex- 
cellent record  in  the  law  school,  taking  an  especial 
interest  in  constitutional  law,  and  he  was  also  active  in 
the  debating  society.  A defense  of  the  jury  system 
constituted  his  graduating  thesis.  His  first  fee  was 
earned  in  the  county  court  at  Salem  and  on  the  4th  day 
of  July,  1883,  he  located  for  the  practice  of  law  in 
Jacksonville.  He  shared  the  usual  experience  of  the 
new  lawyer  for  a few  months  but  afterward  clients 
became  more  numerous  and  he  believed  it  possible  to 
establish  a home  of  his  own  and  bring  to  it  as  his 
bride.  Miss  Mary  Baird.  They  were  married  October 
1,  1884,  and  through  the  three  succeeding  years  Mr. 
Bryan  practiced  law  in  Jacksonville. 
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Always  interested  in  politics,  he  took  an  active  part 
locally  in  supporting  and  furthering  the  interests  of 
the  democratic  party.  In  the  summer  of  1887  he  spent 
a Sunday  at  the  home  of  Hon.  A.  R.  Talbot,  formerly 
a classmate  in  the  law  school,  and  was  so  well  pleased 
with  the  city  and  its  prospects  that  he  soon  entered 
upon  arrangements  for  removing  to  the  Nebraska 
capital.  This  he  did  on  the  1 st  of  October,  1887,  and 
became  a law  partner  of  Mr.  Talbot.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  won  a good  clientage  and,  although  he  was 
twenty-three  when  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law 
and  left  it  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  he  had  gained  dis- 
tinction as  a member  of  the  Nebraska  bar.  He  was 
frequently  called  upon  for  public  addresses  and  used 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  vital  political  questions  of 
the  day.  He  became  connected  with  the  democratic 
organization  of  Nebraska  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
the  state  and  was  a delegate  to  the  state  convention, 
from  which  time  forward  he  became  more  and  more 
prominent  as  a party  leader.  In  1890  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  congress  and  entered  upon  a series  of 
joint  debates  with  his  opponent,  Hon.  W.  J.  Connell,  of 
Omaha.  The  debates  attracted  wide  attention  through- 
out the  state  and  resulted  in  Mr.  Bryan’s  election  by  a 
plurality  of  six  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  thirteen. 
Wishing  to  give  his  entire  time  to  his  congressional 
work,  he  then  retired  from  the  active  practice  of  law. 
After  entering  congress  Mr.  Bryan,  largely  through 
the  influence  of  his  friend  Mr.  Springer,  who  was  made 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  was 
appointed  a member  of  that  committee,  an  unusual 
honor  for  a new  member.  His  first  speech  of  conse- 
quence was  upon  the  tariff  and  it  created  wide  and 
favorable  comment  from  the  press  of  the  country. 

Upon  returning  to  Nebraska,  Mr.  Bryan  was  re- 
elected and  in  the  fifty-third  congress  was  reappointed 
upon  the  ways  and  means  committee  and  assisted  in 
the  preparation  of  the  Wilson  bill.  He  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  subcommittee  which  drafted  the  income  tax 
portion  of  the  bill.  His  principal  work  of  that  term, 
however,  was  in  connection  with  monetary  legislation. 
His  speech  in  opposition  to  the  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  Sherman  law  called  forth  more  hearty  com- 
mendation than  even  his  first  tariff  speech.  It  was  the 
result  of  three  years  of  study  upon  the  money  question. 
In  the  spring  of  1894  Mr.  Bryan  concluded  not  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  reelection  to  congress,  but  after- 
ward decided  to  stand  as  a candidate  for  the  United 
States  senate  and  received  unanimous  support  at  the 
democratic  state  convention.  A republican  landslide 
followed  and,  like  others  of  the  party,  he  was  defeated, 
although  he  received  the  votes  of  all  the  democrats  and 
of  nearly  half  of  the  populist  members.  (He  had  re- 
ceived his  party’s  support  for  the  office  in  the  spring  of 


1893,  but  withdrew  in  favor  of  Senator  Allen,  a popu- 
list, recognizing  that  no  democrat  could  be  elected). 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1894,  Mr.  Bryan  became 
chief  of  the  editoral  staff  of  the  Omaha  World-Herald 
and  devoted  a portion  of  his  time  to  journalism  until 
the  national  convention  of  1896.  It  was  after  the  ad- 
journment of  congress  that  he  entered  the  lecture  field, 
in  which  he  remains  today  an  eminent  figure  despite  the 
important  political  duties  which  devolve  upon  him. 
The  announcement  that  he  will  appear  upon  any  pro- 
gram sounds  the  note  for  an  immense  gathering.  It 
was  his  intention  following  his  retirement  from 
congress  to  resume  the  practice  of  law,  but  at  this 
period  the  money  question  became  a paramount  one 
before  the  people  and  he  entered  heartily  into  its  dis- 
cussion as  a lecturer  and  political  leader.  As  the  time 
for  the  nomination  of  presidential  candidates  drew 
near  there  were  many  political  leaders  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  whose  thought  and  attention  were  rivet- 
ed upon  Mr.  Bryan,  although  popular  opinion  did  not 
regard  him  as  a possible  candidate.  The  result,  how- 
ever, is  a matter  of  history,  well  known  to  all  readers  of 
recent  years.  Many  of  the  leaders  were  already  indors- 
ing him  and  the  speech  which  he  delivered  in  the  con- 
vention fired  the  fuse  of  popular  opinion  leading  to  his 
nomination.  Hotly  contested  was  the  campaign  of 
1896.  No  other  man  had  made  so  many  addresses  to 
so  many  people  or  traveled  so  great  a distance  in  the 
same  length  of  time.  The  result  was  that  western 
states  largely  went  democratic  for  the  first  time, 
although  republican  majorities  were  returned  in  the 
east  where  democratic  strongholds  had  previously  been. 
It  is  well  known  that  while  the  electoral  college  gave 
Mr.  McKinley  a majority  of  ninety-five  there  was  a 
great  increase  in  the  popular  democratic  vote.  Follow- 
ing the  campaign  Mr.  Bryan  decided  to  continue  in 
politics,  acceding  to  the  wish  of  his  many  able  co- 
workers in  the  field,  but  he  depended  for  an  income 
upon  his  lectures  and  his  writings,  deriving  little  from 
his  political  speeches.  His  book,  The  First  Battle,  pub- 
lished soon  after  the  election,  had  a large  sale. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war 
Mr.  Bryan  wrote  the  following  letter: 

“Hon.  William  McKinley:  President. 

April  25,  1898. 

My  dear  Sir : 

I hereby  place  my  services  at  your  command  during 
the  war  with  Spain  and  assure  you  of  my  willingness  to 
perform,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  any  duty,  to  which 
you,  as  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy, 
may  see  fit  to  assign  me. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  J.  Bryan.” 
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Governor  Holcomb  asked  him  to  raise  a regiment  in 
Nebraska,  which  he  did  in  a short  time  and  was  com- 
missioned colonel  of  the  Third  Nebraska  Infantry. 
With  his  command  he  reported  to  General  Fitzhugh 
Lee  at  Panama  Park,  near  Jacksonville,  Florida,  spend- 
ing there  five  months,  which  taught  him  that  even  camp 
life  calls  for  sacrifice  from  the  soldier.  With  the  close 
of  the  war  and  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  he 
entered  actively  upon  the  work  of  opposing  the  colonial 
policy  of  government.  His  popularity  through  all  the 
years  was  growing  and  at  the  national  democratic 
nomination  in  1900  he  was  renominated  by  acclamation. 
The  democratic  party  made  gains  in  the  east,  although 
the  party  lost  some  of  its  former  support  in  the  west. 
Mr.  Bryan’s  speech  of  acceptance  of  the  nomination, 
dealing  with  imperialism  and  other  fundamental  ques- 
tions, he  regards  as  one  of  the  most,  if  not  the  most, 
important  of  his  political  speeches.  Following  the  elec- 
tion Mr.  Bryan  established  The  Commoner,  a weekly 
paper  devoted  to  political  science,  political  economy  and 
sociology,  and  through  its  publication  has  kept  in  touch 
with  the  political  thought  of  the  country.  The  more 
important  editorials  are  reported  to  the  dailies  by  wire 
on  the  morning  the  paper  reaches  its  subscribers.  In 
December,  1903,  he  made  his  first  trip  to  Europe, 
visiting  ten  of  the  principal  capitals.  Mr.  Bryan  did 
not  become  a candidate  in  1904  but  at  the  St.  Louis 
convention  was  a member  of  the  committee  on  reso- 
lutions and  took  an  active  part  in  the  sixteen 
hours’  session  that  resulted  in  the  presentation  of  a 
harmonious  platform.  The  election  of  1904  showed 
that  there  was  a reaction  in  favor  of  the  progressive 
element  of  the  democratic  party.  It  has  been  with  this 
progressive  element  that  Mr.  Bryan  has  always  been 
allied.  He  believes  in  the  onward  march  of  the  country 
just  as  fully  as  he  believes  in  the  advancement  of  the 
individual,  and  it  has  been  this  that  has  led  party 
leaders  to  fear  him,  while  the  thinking  people  of  his 
party  have  stood  by  him  and  indorsed  many  of  the 
measures  which  he  has  advocated. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1905,  Mr.  Bryan  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  two  children  sailed  from  San 
Francisco  for  a trip  around  the  world,  visiting  Japan, 
Korea,  China,  the  Philippines,  Java,  India,  Egypt,  the 
Holy  Land  and  most  of  the  European  countries.  He 
studied  the  customs  and  social  conditions  of  the  people, 
forms  of  government  and  systems  of  religion  and  stored 
up  a fund  of  information  from  which  he  has  since 
largely  drawn  in  both  his  lecture  and  political  work. 

Mr.  Bryan’s  third  nomination  for  the  presidency 
came  in  1908,  the  roll  call  in  the  convention  showing 
about  nine  to  one  in  his  favor.  Following  the  election 
he  resumed  his  editorial  duties  and  his  place  on 
the  lecture  platform,  advocating  reforms  which  he 
deemed  of  essential  value  to  the  country.  The  progres- 


sive element  in  democracy  found  in  him  its  leader  and 
the  Baltimore  convention  of  1912  listened  to  his  words 
of  wisdom  as  he  molded  the  democratic  policy.  It  was 
a universally  recognized  fact  that  he  was  the  leader  of 
public  thought  and  action  in  that  convention,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  nomination,  followed  by  the  election  of 
President  Wilson.  The  opinion  that  he  should  be 
secretary  of  state  was  practically  unanimous  and  met 
the  approval  not  only  of  democratic  but  of  republican 
leaders  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryan  have  three  children:  Ruth 

Baird,  now  Mrs.  Reginald  A.  Owen,  who  was  born 
October  2,  1885;  William  Jennings,  Jr.,  born  June  24, 
1889,  married  in  1909  to  Helen  Scholes  Berger;  and 
Grace  Dexter,  now  Mrs.  Richard  L.  Flargreaves,  born 
March  17,  1891.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1901,  the 
seventeenth  anniversary  of  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bryan  occupied  their  new  home  near  Lincoln, 
called  Fairview.  That  place  has  always  been  regarded 
as  the  family  home,  yet  a winter  residence  is  main- 
tained at  Miami,  Florida,  and  the  people  of  this  state 
are  proud  to  claim  him  as  one  of  its  residents.  Mr. 
Bryan  has  long  occupied  a position  as  one  of  the  most 
eminent  orators  that  America,  throughout  her  entire 
history,  has  produced.  Thinking  along  constantly 
broadening  lines  upon  the  questions  of  vital  interest 
to  the  great  majority,  he  has  become  a leader  of  the 
people  and  among  the  nation’s  eminent  men  it  is  a 
recognized  fact  that  none  are  more  fearless  in  conduct, 
more  faultless  in  honor  and  stainless  in  reputation  than 
William  Jennings  Bryan. 


RAY  S.  HANNA. 

Ray  S.  Hanna,  who  since  1900  has  been  postmaster 
at  St.  Petersburg,  is  a native  of  Rochester,  Indiana, 
born  in  1861.  His  father,  Joseph  Hanna,  was  a 
woolen  manufacturer,  proprietor  of  the  famous 
Hanna  Woolen  Mills  of  Rochester.  He  visited  the 
south  during  the  war  and  saw  the  possibilities  for 
manufacturing  in  this  section  of  the  country.  In  1874 
he  established  one  of  the  first  mills  in  Tennessee,  its 
location  being  at  Maryville.  The  enterprise  proved 
profitable  from  the  beginning  and  the  mill  is  still 
owned  and  operated  by  a brother  of  Ray  S.  Hanna. 

The  latter  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  town 
and  in  the  Maryville  College  of  Tennessee,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1882.  For  four 
or  five  years  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Indiana  and 
in  1886  came  to  Florida.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
having  qualified  for  practice  by  a broad  course  of 
law  study.  The  condition  of  his  health  was  the  cause 
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of  his  removal  to  the  south,  and  for  five  years  after  his 
arrival  in  this  state  he  published  the  Pinto  Gordo 
Beacon,  which  he  established,  remaining  active  in 
the  newspaper  field  until  he  left  the  district  because 
of  the  yellow  fever  epidemic.  He  came  to  St.  Peters- 
burg as  one  of  the  early  residents  of  this  place,  there 
being  only  thirty  voters  in  the  town  at  the  time  of 
his  arrival.  In  the  intervening  years  he  has  been  a 
most  active  and  helpful  factor  in  the  work  of  general 
growth  and  improvement.  He  took  an  important  part 
in  establishing  the  schools,  also  in  putting  in  the  water 
front,  and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a member.  He 
has  served  on  all  of  its  important  committees  and  for 
two  or  three  terms  has  been  its  president.  Through- 
out his  connection  with  St.  Petersburg  he  has  labored 
just  as  diligently  to  promote  public  progress  as  to 
advance  his  individual  success.  He  purchased  the 
island  upon  which  has  been  built  the  city  of  Passa- 
grille  and  planned  to  make  it  the  attractive  winter 
resort  which  it  is  fast  becoming.  He  is  a director  of 
the  Bay  Company,  a director  of  the  Street  Car  Com- 
pany from  its  organization,  and  one  of  the  original 
directors  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Transportation  Com- 
pany, which  operates  steamers,  valued  at  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  between  St.  Petersburg  and  Tampa. 
He  is  the  vice  president  of  the  Central  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  has  been  directed  from  its  organization, 
and  which  is  the  largest  bank  on  the  west  coast.  He 
is  also  secretary  of  the  Anna  Maria  Beach  Company 
and  the  owner  of  the  Pines  Hotel.  Tn  fact  there  are 
few  important  business  or  public  enterprises  with 
which  he  has  not  been  closely  and  actively  associated, 
and  his  enterprising  spirit  has  found  tangible  expres- 
sion in  the  success  which  has  attended  his  undertak- 
ings. His  cooperation  is  eagerly  sought  for  the  benefit 
of  public  measures  and  his  worth  is  widely  acknowl- 
edged by  all. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hanna  has  always  been 
a republican  and  an  active  worker  in  party  ranks. 
Pie  is  connected  with  the  county  committee  and  is  its 
present  chairman.  He  has  also  been  connected  with 
the  state  committee  since  his  arrival  in  Florida.  He 
took  the  position  of  postmaster  just  after  the  office 
had  been  advanced  from  the  fourth  class  and  has 
guided  its  affairs  through  the  period  of  its  rapid 
growth  to  the  present  time,  when  twenty-eight  clerks 
are  now  employed.  Six  different  times,  because  of  the 
rapid  increase  in  the  business  of  the  office,  he  has 
removed  to  larger  quarters  and  recently  there  has 
been  an  appropriation  made  for  the  erection  of  a new 
government  building,  this  being  secured  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Hanna.  All  the  work  of 
the  office  is  carefully  systematized  and  in  his  present 
official  position  as  postmaster,  as  well  as  a business 


man,  Mr.  Hanna  occupies  important  relations  to  the 
public.  On  going  to  St.  Petersburg  he  was  appointed 
United  States  deputy  collector  and  inspector,  but 
resigned  this  position  to  become  postmaster.  His 
fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Elks. 

Mr.  Hanna  was  married  in  St.  Petersburg  to  Miss 
Jennie  Ridgley,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  a wide 
acquaintance  in  this  section  of  Florida,  their  circle  of 
friends  constantly  increasing  as  the  circle  of  their 
acquaintance  broadens.  Forced  through  circum- 
stances to  come  to  the  south,  Mr.  Hanna  has  formed 
a deep  attachment  for  the  state  of  his  adoption,  with 
its  sunny  clime,  its  splendid  marine  views  and  its 
many  natural  advantages.  Recognizing  its  possibili- 
ties he  has  labored  earnestly  and  effectively  to  pro- 
mote its  interests,  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  his 
labors  have  had  direct  and  important  bearing  upon  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  city  in  which  he  makes 
his  home. 


JUDGE  JAMES  WILLIAM  LOCKE. 

Judge  Tames  William  Locke,  whose  judicial  serv- 
ice has  extended  over  a period  of  more  than  forty 
years,  has  been  a prominent  character  in  the  history  of 
the  state  and  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1912  had 
the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  judge,  from  point 
of  service,  on  the  federal  bench. 

He  was  born  October  30,  1837,  at  Wilmington,  Ver- 
mont, being  the  son  of  Rev.  William  Sherburne 
Locke,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  of 
Caroline  Dame  (Tibbetts)  Locke.  After  having  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  Wesleyan  Academy  at 
Stanstead,  Canada,  where  lie  lived  during  his  boy- 
hood, he  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Man- 
chester, New  Hampshire,  and  was  engaged  for  a short 
time  as  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  the  latter 
place,  at  the  same  time  reading  law  in  the  office  of 
Hon.  William  Starke,  of  that  city.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  appointed  paymaster’s  clerk 
on  the  United  States  ship  “Dale,”  in  June,  1861.  His 
service  brought  him  to  Florida  in  1862,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  transferred  to  the  United  States  naval 
station  at  Key  West,  where  he  served  as  chief  clerk 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  This  gave  him  knowledge 
of  the  state,  its  possibilities,  opportunities  and  natural 
advantages,  and  when  mustered  out  of  the  service  he 
immediately  located  at  Key  West,  where  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  law,  winning  success  as  a capable 
and  resourceful  member  of  the  bar.  He  was  asso- 
ciated in  practice  with  the  late  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Mal- 
lory, Sr.  While  his  attention  was  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  professional  duties,  he  nevertheless  did 
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good  work  for  county  and  state  in  fields  of  public 
service.  He  was  chosen  to  act  as  county  superintend- 
ent of  education  for  Monroe  county,  and  served 
gratuitously  for  six  years,  establishing  the  first  public 
school  in  the  county  at  Key  West  in  about  1868.  He 
was  also  clerk  of  the  United  States  courts  and  United 
States  commissioner.  He  was  appointed  as  county 
judge  of  Monroe  county,  and  in  1870  was  elected  to 
the  state  senate.  On  the  1st  of  February,  1872,  he 
wras  appointed  United  States  district  judge  for  the 
southern  district  of  Florida,  his  recommendation  for 
the  appointment  having  been  signed  by  every  member 
of  the  bar  of  his  district  without  regard  to  political 
affiliation.  From  1891  to  1894  he  was  in  New  Or- 
leans, where  he  sat  in  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  for 
the  fifth  circuit,  being  the  senior  district  judge  of  that 
circuit.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  at  Key  West, 
however,  until  the  enlargement  of  his  district  re- 
quired his  removal  to  Jacksonville  in  1894. 

His  record  on  the  bench  has  shown  him  to  be  a man 
of  uniform  fairness  and  integrity,  with  ability  to  cope 
with  intricate  and  important  problems  of  the  law.  He 
gave  careful  study  to  all  the  questions  presented  for 
solution  and  his  wide  knowledge  was  indicated  in  the 
great  diversity  of  cases  which  came  before  him.  It 
is  believed  that  he  has  been  called  upon  to  decide  more 
salvage  litigation  than  any  other  judge  in  the  country. 
One  of  his  rulings  fixed  the  status  of  the  disposition 
of  the  proceeds  of  unclaimed  derelict  property  in 
favor  of  the  salvor  as  against  the  United  States. 
Numerous  filibustering  cases  have  also  been  tried  by 
him,  and  his  court  doubtless  holds  the  record  again 
here.  Among  others  may  be  mentioned  the  Hondu- 
rian  case  of  the  steamships  the  “General  Sherman” 
and  the  “City  of  Mexico,”  and  the  Spanish-C'uban 
cases  of  the  “Shavers,”  the  “Three  Friends”  and  the 
“Dauntless,”  which  were  quite  notorious — just  prior 
to  the  war  with  Spain.  During  the  Spanish-American 
war  Judge  Locke  was  called  upon  to  adjudicate  all  the 
sixty  prize  cases  which  occurred,  except  two.  Many 
important  cases  concerning  Spanish  land  grants  also 
presented  questions  differing  from  those  usually  oc- 
curring in  other  district  courts.  These,  as  well  as  the 
regular  line  of  practice  before  him  in  both  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts,  have  called  for  close  applica- 
tion and  careful  research  along  various  lines,  no 
circuit  judge  ever  having  tried  a case  within  his  dis- 
trict since  his  appointment.  His  decisions  and  opinions 
are  found  through  many  of  the  volumes  of  federal 
cases  from  the  time  of  his  appointment,  and  in  almost 
every  volume  of  the  Federal  Reporter,  from  the  first 
publication  of  that  series. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1866,  Judge  Locke  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alvina  C.  Neal,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Ann  M.  (Badger)  Neal,  of  Kittery, 


Maine.  She  died  February  3,  1905.  There  are  three 
children,  Annie  M.,  Carrie  and  Alison  Neal  Locke. 
The  judge  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Country  Club  of  Jacksonville, 
the  Jacksonville  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Florida  His- 
torical Society,  as  well  as  the  Florida  State  and  Amer- 
ican Bar  Associations  and  several  philanthropic 
associations.  In  politics  he  is  a republican  and  keeps 
well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day.  He  is  a firm 
believer  in  religion  and  has  subscribed  to  the  support 
of  many  churches,  although  a member  of  no  denomina- 
tion. Judge  Locke  has  always  been  a man  of  studious 
habits  and  possesses  wide  information,  in  addition  to 
his  professional  knowdedge.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  cause  of  education  and  believes  in  training  the 
young  to  a careful  and  strict  obedience  to  the  laws. 
In  advising  young  men  who  wish  to  succeed,  he  says: 
“I  know  of  nothing  which  will  bring  success  except 
hard,  careful,  honest  work.  Do  your  present  duty. 
Place  duty  before  pleasure  always.  The  only  satis- 
faction to  be  lasting  must  come  from  honest  effort. 
Never  forget  that  the  time  will  come  when  the  great- 
est satisfaction  in  looking  back  over  the  years  will 
be  found  in  thinking,  not  of  what  you  have  done  for 
yourself,  but  of  what  you  have  done  for  others.”  That 
rule  Judge  Locke  has  ever  followed  and  it  has  placed 
him  in  a high  and  enviable  position  among  Florida’s 
honored  and  respected  citizens.  His  name  is  now  in- 
scribed high  on  the  roll  of  eminent  jurists  in  this. state 
and  none  more  willingly  than  the  profession  acknowl- 
edges his  right  to  the  high  position  which  he  occupies 
in  public  regard. 


HON.  SAMUEL  AUSTIN  ROBINSON. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Austin  Robinson  may  justly  be 
called  the  foremost  citizen  of  Orlando,  for  he  has  as 
representative  from  Orange  county  to  the  state  legis- 
lature not  only  taken  care  of  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents but  through  his  ability  has  become  one  of 
the  foremost  lawmakers  of  the  state.  Beside  decided 
force  Mr.  Robinson  has  that  genial,  sunny  disposition 
which  readily  makes  friends  and  by  means  of  this 
he  has  often  been  able  to  influence  his  fellow  workers 
in  the  assembly  toward  giving  their  votes  to  beneficial 
legislation.  Mr.  Robinson  has  for  many  years  been  in 
public  life  and,  a civil  engineer  by  profession,  has 
served  as  surveyor  of  Orange  county  for  seventeen 
years.  He  has  been  active  in  educational  work  and 
in  other  public  connections  and  moreover  enjoys  a 
national  reputation  as  a scientist.  He  is  one  of  the 
foremost  authorities  on  Florida  geology  and  also 
deeply  interests  himself  in  archaeology,  having 
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brought  to  light  some  very  interesting  gold  vessels  of 
ancient  manufacture  which  have  found  a place  in 
the  Metropolitan  Museum  in  New  York. 

Samuel  A.  Robinson  was  born  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1849,  near  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  in  Emmett 
township,  a son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Urania  (Parks) 
Robinson,  the  former  of  Orange  county,  Vermont, 
and  the  latter  of  Pearl  Creek,  Wyoming  county,  New 
York.  He  attended  school  in  fractional  school  dis- 
trict No.  2,  in  the  old  brick  schoolhouse  of  that  town- 
ship, and  completed  his  education  at  Homer  Academy 
of  Battle  Creek,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  For  a time  he  engaged  in  farming'  and  teach- 
ing, but  being  a line  scholar  and  particularly  excelling 
in  mathematics,  he  then  fitted  himself  for  the  duties 
of  civil  engineer  and  surveyor.  Education  indeed 
did  not  cease  with  his  academy  course,  as  during  his 
whole  life  he  has  pursued  a systematic  course  of 
reading  in  literature  and  science,  acquiring  wide 
knowledge  in  archaeology,  geology,  botany  and  other 
sciences.  Before  leaving  Battle  Creek,  Mr.  Robinson 
was  for  a time  a co-laborer  with  Professor  Edward 
M.  Brigham  of  that  high  school  faculty  in  the  study 
of  the  geology  of  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  and  sub- 
sequently Mr.  Brigham  went  to  Florida,  making  with 
Mr.  Robinson  some  original  investigations  in  regard 
to  the  geology  of  this  state.  After  spending  some 
time  on  the  family  homestead  and  teaching  in  Cal- 
houn county  schools  Mr.  Robinson,  on  account  of  ill 
health,  proceeded  to  Florida,  where  he  married  in 
1876.  Soon  after  arriving  in  this  state  he  engaged 
in  civil  engineering  and  was  chosen  surveyor  of 
Orange  county,  which  important  position  he  held  for 
seventeen  years.  In  the  course  of  his  official  duties 
he  made  surveys  of  the  Lake  Jessup,  Orlando  & Kis- 
simmee River  Railroad  from  Orlando  to  Kissimmee 
and  made  the  line  of  the  same  road  from  Lake  Jes- 
sup to  Lake  Tohopekaliga.  He  also  surveyed  the 
cities  of  Orlando,  Kissimmee  and  Winter  Park,  doing 
work  of  which  there  is  yet  evidence  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  these  municipalities.  The  conception  of  the 
Lake  Jessup,  Orlando  & Kissimmee  River  Railroad 
no  doubt  led  to  the  construction  of  the  South  Florida 
Railroad,  the  first  to  be  built  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  state,  and  the  work  of  Mr.  Robinson  has  therefore 
in  that  connection  proven  of  twofold  importance. 
Being  deeply  interested  and  highly  informed  on  the 
subject  of  geology,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Mr.  Rob- 
inson was  appointed  by  the  state  board  of  education 
of  the  state  of  Florida  to  examine  the  state  school 
lands  for  phosphate,  discharging  his  duties  in  a highly 
satisfactory  and  resultant  manner.  At  various  times 
Mr.  Robinson  held  the  office  of  tax  collector  for  the 
city  of  Orlando,  for  the  county  and  also  the  state  and 
for  about  five  years  was  tax  assessor  of  Orange 


county,  relinquishing  that  position  only  in  order  to 
enter  upon  his  duties  as  legislator.  In  this  connec- 
tion he  has  done  extremely  valuable  work — - 
work  which  not  only  has  always  been  of  benefit  to 
his  constituents  but  which  has  proven  a boon  to  the 
state.  He  is  ever  active  in  the  interest  of  the  people, 
be  it  in  committee  room  or  on  the  floor  of  the  house 
addressing  his  fellow  members.  Much  constructive 
legislation  has  found  the  indorsement  of  Mr.  Robin- 
son if  be  considered  it  worthy  of  support,  and  a num- 
ber of  measures  thank  their  inception  to  his  foresight. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  at  the  expiration  of 
his  present  term  the  nomination  to  congress  from  his 
district  may  be  tendered  him,  and  if  this  merited 
honor  should  come  to  him,  election  is  practically  cer- 
tain. This  honor  would  be  but  a recognition  of  the 
conspicuous  ability  and  fairness  with  which  he  has 
discharged  every  duty  which  has  come  to  him  in  con- 
nection with  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Robinson  bas  also  achieved  distinction  as  an 
archeologist.  During  his  early  days  his  attention 
was  attracted  to  the  many  shell  mounds  existing  in 
the  state,  and  he  was  among  the  first  investigators  to 
explore  them  and  make  some  highly  valuable  dis- 
coveries. It  was  he  who  obtained  the  first  and  only 
collection  of  gold  ornaments  that  has  ever  been  taken 
from  prehistoric  mounds  in  North  America.  One 
specimen  which  he  unearthed,  weighing  eighty  penny- 
weights Troy,  was  fastened  to  the  breast  of  a skeleton. 
The  valuable  collection  was  at  first  sent  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  for  examination  and  study  and 
subsequently  acquired  by  Tiffany,  the  famous  jeweler 
of  New  York,  whose  gem  expert,  Professor  George 
F.  Kunz,  made  a special  study  of  the  ornaments  and 
embodied  his  investigations  in  a pamphlet  entitled 
“Gold  and  Silver  Ornaments  From  the  Mounds  of 
Florida,”  which  was  published  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 
That  the  collection  is  indeed  unique  is  quite  evident 
from  the  fact  that  Professor  Kunz  should  have  given 
so  much  time  to  its  investigation  and  study,  for  he  is 
considered  the  greatest  gem  and  jewelry  expert  in 
the  world.  The  ornaments  were  subsequently  do- 
nated by  Tiffany  to  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art  of  New  York,  where  they  are  now  on  exhibition. 
Mr.  Robinson  spent  much  of  his  time  in  geological 
work  and  made  some  original  discoveries.  A fine  col- 
lection of  his  specimens  was  given  by  him  to'  Rollins 
College,  Winter  Park,  but  was  unfortunately 
destroyed  through  fire.  These  widely  diverging  inter- 
ests clearly  demonstrate  the  extraordinary  capacity 
for  work  and  the  fertility  of  brain  Mr.  Robinson 
possesses.  Not  only  along  one  line  but  in  these  various 
fields  he  has  done  much  that  has  not  only  greatly 
benefited  his  district  but  the  whole  state. 
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In  May,  1876,  Mr.  Robinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bird,  of  Battle  Creek,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Agnes  (Beach)  Bird.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  Edith  Urania,  now  Mrs.  W.  P.  Pillaus,  of 

Lakeland,  Florida ; and  Alice  Beauclaire,  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  one  granddaughter, 
Laura  Beaumont  Pillaus.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson 
are  very  popular  in  Orlando  and  Orange  county, 
where  they  are  socially  prominent.  They  are  deeply 
interested  in  all  that  makes  for  betterment  and 
improvement  in  humanity  and  in  all  charitable  work 
and  ever  open  their  hearts  and  hands  to  those  in 
need  or  distress. 

Mr.  Robinson  in  his  various  ways  has  given  a splen- 
did example  of  American  citizenship,  and  the  great 
confidence  and  esteem  which  he  enjoys  is  only  too 
well  merited.  Of  his  family  there  are  yet  living : 
Elmer  A.  Robinson,  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan ; 
Edward  Robinson,  of  Emmett  township,  Calhoun 
county,  Michigan ; and  Owens  S.  Robinson,  of 
Orlando,  Florida.  Another  brother  of  Mr.  Robinson 
was  the  late  Professor  Norman  Robinson,  the  first 
state  chemist  of  Florida.  He  also  was  an  instructor 
in  De  Land  LTniversity,  a versatile  writer  and  a 
scientist  of  considerable  reputation.  The  sturdy  qual- 
ities of  the  Michigan  north  as  personified  in  Mr.  Rob- 
inson have  found  a fruitful  field  in  the  Florida  south, 
and  by  his  labors,  his  achievements,  his  commenda- 
ble characteristics,  his  helpfulness  and  kindliness  and 
his  companionable  geniality  he  has  made  many  friends 
in  the  south  and  has  become  one  of  them  in  heart  and 
mind  and  thought,  as  truly  and  as  steadfastly  loyal  as 
any  son  native  born. 


EDWARD  BRADFORD  EPPES. 

Edward  Bradford  Eppes  needs  no  introduction  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume,  for  as  a man  honorable  in 
his  purposes,  high-minded  in  his  standards  and  straight- 
forward and  upright  in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  is  well 
known  in  his  native  county.  He  is  today  a planter  on 
an  extensive  scale,  owning  a fine  property  near  Talla- 
hassee, and  has  done  some  scientific  work  along  this 
line,  adding  to  the  products  of  Florida  the  Kudzu  plant, 
a forage  plant  of  Japanese  origin. 

Mr.  Eppes  is  a descendant  of  an  old  colonial  family 
whose  members  have  been  prominent  for  many  genera- 
tions in  Virginia,  Georgia  and  North  Carolina.  He 
was  born  in  Pine  Hill,  Leon  county,  Florida,  March  15, 
1868,  and  is  a son  of  Nicholas  Ware  Eppes  and  a 
grandson  of  Senator  Nicholas  Ware  Eppes,  of  Georgia. 
His  mother  was  in  her  maidenhood  Susan  Brach  Brad- 
ford, daughter  of  Governor  John  Brach  Bradford,  of 


North  Carolina,  who  had  a very  distinguished  public 
career.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  elected  to 
the  North  Carolina  legislature  and  at  thirty  was  gov- 
ernor of  the  state.  He  was  afterward  congressman 
and  senator  in  the  United  States  house  of  congress  and 
secretary  of  the  navy  in  the  cabinet  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son.  He  moved  to  Florida  and  there  served  as  terri- 
torial governor  but  afterward  returned  to  North  Caro- 
lina, where  his  death  occurred  during  the  Civil  war. 
Mr.  Eppes’  father  was  a veteran  of  that  conflict,  having 
entered  the  Confederate  army  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
and  having  won  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  also  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  in  many  other  of  the 
principal  engagements  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  well 
known  in  educational  circles  of  Florida,  where  he  lived 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  serving  continuously 
for  sixteen  years  as  county  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  in  Leon  county.  He  was  then  out  of  office 
for  four  years  and  was  reelected  on  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1904.  He  never  filled  his  entire  term  for  he  was 
murdered  on  his  way  home  to  Pine  Hill  by  a negro 
who  ran  up  behind  his  buggy  and  killed  him  with  a 
shotgun,  the  crime  being  the  result  of  a political  feud. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Ware  Eppes  became  the  parents 
of  six  children:  Edward  Bradford,  of  this  review; 
Susan  Ware,  at  home;  Frances,  deceased;  Martha  B., 
who  married  Richard  Bradford;  Elizabeth  Cleland,  at 
home ; and  Alice  Bradford. 

Edward  B.  Eppes  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Leon  county  and  afterward 
studied  law  under  chief  justice  George  P.  Rainey.  Mr. 
Eppes  then  engaged  in  farming  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Spanish-American  war,  when  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  seaman  in  the  American  navy,  winning  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  second  grade  signal  quartermaster 
and  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of 
hostilities.  Returning  to  Florida,  he  became  connected 
with  the  Plant  Steamship  Line  at  Tampa,  where  he 
remained  for  six  months,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  for  some  time,  later  becoming  man- 
ager of  Mr.  Saxon’s  Florida  plantation. 

In  1904  Mr.  Eppes  was  elected  county  superinten- 
dent of  schools,  succeeding  his  father,  and  four  years 
later  was  reelected  to  the  position,  defeating  Mr. 
Sheets.  In  1912  he  again  made  the  race  for  the  office 
but  was  defeated.  The  address  which  he  delivered  on 
the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from  this  position  gives 
a great  insight  into  his  standards  and  ideals  and  is 
therefore  quoted  in  part.  “Many  of  my  father’s  friends, 
bitterly  disappointed  at  losing  him,  urged  me  to  fill  the 
vacant  position  and  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  reforms 
and  improvements  he  had  planned  for  our  schools. 
Purely  through  a sense  of  duty  I yielded  to  their  re- 
quests and  became  a candidate,  notwithstanding  my 
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dislike  for  political  life.  In  discharging  the  duties  of 
the  office  I have  managed  as  I believe  he  would  have 
done ; directing  my  efforts  towards  what  seemed  best 
for  the  interests  of  the  schools  and  without  regard  to 
winning  popularity.  A few  days  before  his  death  he 
expressed  a desire  to  improve  the  Leon  Academy  (a 
building  which  had  been  erected  chiefly  through  his 
influence)  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  know  that  it  is 
now  fully  restored  and  fitted  with  modern  improve- 
ments. It  provides  ample  accommodations  for  the 
smaller  children ; the  magnificent  building  in  which  we 
now  stand  adds  high  school  facilities  that  make  the 
public  school  in  Tallahassee  equal  to  any  in  the  state 
in  every  respect.  At  the  same  time  the  country  schools 
have  been  improved  in  proportion  and  nearly  every 
neighborhood  has  a good  modern  school,  although  the 
Leon  Academy  was  about  the  only  really  good  school 
in  the  county  when  I came  into  office.  I doubt  if  any 
county  in  the  state  has  made  an  educational  growth 
equal  to  that  in  Leon  county  during  these  eight  years, 
taking  everything  into  consideration,  and  its  school 
system,  formerly  considered  so  poor,  is  now  generally 
conceded  to  be  among  the  best  in  Florida.  In  develop- 
ing this  school  we  have  worked  along  practical  lines ; 
AVe  can  live  without  poetry,  music  or  books,  but 
civilized  man  cannot  live  without  cooks.’  In  obedience 
to  this  admonition  we  have  through  the  kind  assistance 
of  the  Florida  State  College  for  Women  added  a de- 
partment of  Domestic  Science  to  help  train  our  girls  for 
woman’s  noblest  sphere,  the  management  of  her  house- 
hold. I consider  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
features  of  our  school.  It  has  been  my  desire  to  add  a 
Manual  Training  department  for  the  boys  also,  for 
many  a man  makes  a dismal  failure  of  life  through 
trying  to  follow  some  occupation  for  which  he  was  not 
fitted  by  nature,  when  he  could  have  been  quite  success- 
ful had  he  followed  proper  pursuits  instead.  This 
department  would  develop  any  talent  for  the  useful 
trades  that  might  be  found  among  the  boys  in  the 
school  and  cause  many  of  them  to  succeed  in  after 
life.  Lack  of  funds  prevents  the  addition  of  this 
feature  at  present  but  I hope  the  school  officials  will 
establish  it  at  the  first  opportunity.”  After  leaving 
the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  Mr. 
Eppes  turned  his  attention  to  planting  on  a large  scale 
and  has  a fine  property  near  Tallahassee,  upon  which 
he  makes  a specialty  of  raising  the  Kudzu,  a forage 
plant  of  Japanese  origin.  It  has  been  thoroughly 
tested  by  Mr.  Eppes  and  its  great  value  proven,  and  he 
is  rapidly  making  its  cultivation  a profitable  source  of 
income. 

Mr.  Eppes  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  Although  he  did  such  able  work  in  public 
office,  political  emoluments  and  honors  have  never  had 


any  attraction  for  him.  He  prefers  rather  to  concen- 
trate his  energies  upon  the  conduct  of  his  personal 
afiairs,  in  which  he  has  been  most  successful,  and  much 
credit  is  due  to  him  for  the  position  he  has  attained 
among  the  substantial  and  representative  men  of  his 
native  county. 


GEORGE  FREDERICK  KRIBBS. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  able  members  of 
the  Osceola  county  bar  is  George  Frederick  Kribbs, 
practicing  in  Kissimmee.  He  was  born  in  Clarion 
county,  Pennsylvania,  November  8,  1846,  and  ac- 
quired his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
locality,  later  attending  Emlenton  College  and  finally 
Muhlenberg  College  at  Allentown,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1873.  He  afterward  remained  in  the 
institution  as  a teacher  but  after  one  year  took  up  the 
study  of  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Clarion, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1875.  He  immediately  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  there  but  after  three  years 
turned  his  attention  to  journalism,  purchasing  the 
Clarion  Democrat,  which  he  published  successfully 
for  twelve  years.  He  became  powerful  as  a director 
of  public  thought  and  opinion  and  well  known  through- 
out the  city  and  vicinity,  where  his  straightforward 
character  and  upright  life  won  him  well  deserved  pop- 
ularity. In  1890  he  was  elected  to  congress  on  the 
democratic  ticket,  representing  the  twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  district,  and  he  served  ably  and  conscien- 
tiously in  the  fifty-second  and  fifty-third  sessions.  In 
1895  he  came  to  Florida,  settling  first  at  Narcoossee, 
where  he  became  associated  with  Hamilton  Disston  in 
the  orange  growing  business,  handling  also  the  sales 
of  the  Disston  properties.  He  later  bought  a large 
and  productive  grove,  but  after  the  great  freeze  his 
partnership  with  Mr.  Disston  was  dissolved  and  he 
continued  in  the  business  alone.  His  residence  in 
Kissimmee  dates  from  1907,  when  he  came  to  this 
city  and  opened  a law  office  here,  where  he  has  since 
remained  in  continuous  practice.  He  possesses  a 
comprehensive  and  exact  knowledge  of  the  underly- 
ing principles  of  law  and  has  secured  a large  and  rep- 
resentative patronage  in  recognition  of  his  ability  and 
the  excellent  results  which  follow  his  labors.  He  has 
not  given  up  his  identification  with  the  orange  grow- 
ing business,  still  owning  some  valuable  bearing  groves. 
He  has  attained  honor  and  distinction  in  his  profes- 
sion, having  served  as  prosecuting  attorney  and  as 
county  judge,  resigning  the  latter  position  when  his 
hearing  became  partially  lost.  His  official  career  was 
distinguished  by  a broad-minded  impartiality,  a sense 
of  personal  responsibility  and  a realization  of  the 
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dignity  and  value  of  the  work  he  was  called  upon  to 
do.  His  duties  were  ably  and  conscientiously  dis- 
charged and  his  record  reflects  great  credit  upon  his 
ability,  his  loyalty  and  his  public  spirit. 

Mr.  Kribbs  married,  in  1880,  Miss  Martha  Rodgers, 
a daughter  of  Dr.  Mark  Rodgers,  of  Brookville,  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Kribbs  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order,  being  past  master  of  his  lodge,  past  high  priest 
of  the  chapter  and  a member  of  the  commandery.  In 
citizenship  he  is  eminently  progressive  and  public- 
spirited,  in  business  transactions  upright  and  honor- 
able, while  in  his  profession  he  has  won  that  distinction 
which  can  result  only  from  unusual  merit  and  ability. 


HENRY  M.  FLAGLER. 

Courtesy  has  placed  the  term  of  Honorable  before 
the  name  of  certain  citizens  who  have  been  chosen  to 
fill  some  of  the  higher  governmental  positions.  It  is 
a title  equally  well  deserved  by  men  whose  services 
are  perhaps  of  even  greater  benefit  and  more  lasting 
influence  upon  public  affairs.  If  successful  accom- 
plishment with  far-reaching  and  beneficial  results 
could  be  thus  recognized  a title  of  distinction  would 
stand  before  the  name  of  Henry  M.  Flagler.  All 
America  honors  his  memory  and  rejoices  in  what  he 
accomplished,  while  in  other  lands  his  name  is  not 
unknown  as  that  of  one  of  the  foremost  figures  in 
America  of  the  last  four  decades.  There  stands  as 
monuments  to  his  ability  a chain  of  hotels,  palatial  in 
size  and  equipment,  as  the  tangible  realization  of  a 
boy's  dream  of  becoming  some  day  keeper  of  one  of 
the  oldtime  inns  of  taverns.  Greater  still,  perhaps, 
is  his  now  visualized  project  of  the  Florida  East 
Coast  Railway,  in  the  consummation  of  which  there 
has  come  into  existence  an  engineering  feat 
unequalled  in  railway  building  in  the  world.  One 
meeting  Henry  M.  Flagler  any  time  during  the  past 
two  score  years  would  have  recognized  in  him  a 
masterful  and  resourceful  man  and  yet  in  his  attitude 
there  was  always  something  modest  and  unassuming, 
a lack  of  all  desire  for  personal  recognition.  Yet 
history  records  him  as  the  builder  of  a great  southern 
state  for  in  his  enterprise  and  genius  the  Florida  of 
today  had  its  birth — Florida,  populous,  progressive 
and  prosperous.  Too  great  to  suffer  from  adverse 
criticism,  which  was  his  in  large  measure,  he  perse- 
vered in  the  pursuit  of  a persistent  course  and  justi- 
fied his  wisdom  and  his  action  by  results. 

Henry  M.  Flagler  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  New 
York,  in  1830,  and  passed  away  May  20,  1913,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  at  West  Palm  Beach,  his  remains 
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being  interred  in  the  mausoleum  which  he  had  erected 
at  St.  Augustine.  According  to  the  modern  standards 
of  education  his  was  limited.  He  attended  school  as 
opportunity  offered  but  opportunity  was  often  lack- 
ing and  it  was  in  the  school  of  experience  that  he 
learned  his  most  valuable  lessons.  When  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  became  an  employe  on  the  Erie  Canal 
and  afterward  secured  a clerkship  in  a store  in 
Orleans  county,  New  York.  From  his  earnings  he 
saved  a sum  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  begin  the 
manufacture  of  salt  at  Saginaw,  Michigan.  This 
enterprise  was  of  small  proportions  but  was  carefully 
managed  and  profitably  conducted.  Removing  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Mr.  Flagler  there  engaged  in  the 
produce  and  commission  business,  and  in  writing  for 
one  of  the  magazines  many  years  later  John  D.  Rocke- 
feller said: 

“I  first  knew  Mr.  Flagler  as  a young  man  who  con- 
signed produce  to  the  firm  of  Clark  & Rockefeller. 
He  was  a bright  and  active  young  fellow,  full  of  vim 

and  push Naturally  1 came  to  see 

more  of  him.  The  business  relation  which  began  with 
the  handling  of  produce  he  consigned  to  our  firm  grew 
into  business  friendship.  Because  people  lived  in  a 
comparatively  small  place,  as  Cleveland  was  then, 
they  were  thrown  together  much  more  often  than  in 
such  a place  as  New  York.  When  the  oil  business 
was  developed  and  we  needed  more  help  I at  once 
thought  of  Mr.  Flagler  as  a possible  partner  and  made 
him  an  offer  to  come  with  us  and  give  up  his  com- 
mission business.  This  offer  he  accepted  and  so  be- 
gan a lifelong  friendship  which  has  never  had  a 
moment’s  interruption.  It  was  a friendship  founded 
on  business  which  Mr.  Flagler  used  to  say  was  a 
good  deal  better  than  a business  founded  on  friend- 
ship, and  my  experience  leads  me  to  agree  with 
him.  For  years  and  years  this  early  partner  and 
I worked  shoulder  to  shoulder.  Our  desks  were  in  the 
same  room;  we  both  lived  on  Euclid  avenue  a few 
rods  apart;  we  met  and  walked  to  the  office  together, 
walked  home  to  luncheon,  back  again  after  luncheon 
and  home  again  at  night.  On  these  walks,  when  we 
were  free  from  the  office  interruptions,  we  did  our 
thinking,  talking  and  planning  together.  Mr.  Flagler 
drew  practically  all  our  contracts.  He  had  always 
had  the  faculty  of  being  able  to  clearly  express  the 
intent  and  purpose  of  a contract  so  well  and  accurately 
that  there  could  be  no  misunderstanding  and  his  con- 
tracts were  fair  to  both  sides.  I can  remember  his 
often  saying  that  ‘when  you  go  into  an  arrangement 
you  must  measure  up  the  rights  and  proprieties  of 
both  sides  with  the  same  yard  stick,’  and  this  was 

the  way  Henry  M.  Flagler  did At  the 

time  we  bought  certain  refineries  at  Cleveland  he  was 
very  active.  One  dav  he  met  an  old  friend  on  the 
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street — a German  baker,  to  whom  he  had  sold  flour  in 
years  gone  by.  His  friend  told  him  that  he  had  gone 
out  of  the  bakery  business  and  had  built  a little 
refinery.  This  surprised  Mr.  Flagler  and  he  didn’t 
like  the  idea  of  his  friend  investing  his  little  fortune 
in  a small  plant  which  he  felt  sure  would  not  succeed 
But  at  first  there  seemed  nothing  to  be  done  about  it. 
He  had  it  on  his  mind  for  some  time.  It  eventually 
troubled  him.  Finally  he  came  to  me  and  said:  ‘That 
little  baker  man  knows  more  about  baking  than  oil 
refining  but  I’d  feel  better  if  we  invited  him  to  join 
us — I have  got  him  on  my  conscience.’  I of  course 
agreed.  He  talked  to  his  friend  who  said  he  would 
gladly  sell  if  we  would  send  an  appraiser  to  value  his 
plant,  which  we  did,  and  then  there  arose  an  unex- 
pected difficulty.  The  price  at  which  the  plant  was  to 
be  purchased  was  satisfactory  but  the  ex-baker 
insisted  that  Mr.  Flagler  should  advise  him  whether 
he  should  take  his  pay  in  cash  or  Standard  Oil  cer- 
tificates at  par.  He  told  Mr.  Flagler  that  if  he  took 
all  in  cash  it  would  pay  off  his  debts  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  have  his  mind  free  of  many  anxieties,  but  if 
Mr.  Flagler  said  the  certificates  were  going  to  pay 
good  dividends  he  wanted  to  get  in  and  keep  up  with 
a good  thing.  It  was  really  a hard  proposition  to  put 
up  to  Mr.  Flagler  and  at  first  he  declined  to  advise 
or  express  any  opinion,  but  the  German  stuck  to  him 
and  would  not  let  him  shirk  a responsibility  which  in 
no  way  belonged  to  him.  Finally  Mr.  Flagler  sug- 
gested that  he  take  half  the  amount  in  cash  and  pay 
fifty  per  cent  on  account  of  his  debts  and  put  the  other 
half  in  certificates  and  see  what  happened.  This  the 
baker  did  and  as  time  went  on  he  bought  more  certifi- 
cates and  Mr.  Flagler  never  had  to  apologize  for  the 
advice  he  gave  him.  I am  confident  that  my  old  part- 
ner gave  this  affair  as  much  time  and  thought  as  he 
did  to  any  of  his  own  large  problems  and  the  inci- 
dent may  be  taken  as  a measure  of  the  man.” 

Mr.  Flagler  visited  Florida  in  1883  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health  and  determined  to  make  that  state  a 
winter  home  and  refuge  for  visitors.  In  his  boyhood 
he  had  cherished  the  idea  of  one  day  becoming  the 
proprietor  of  a hotel  and  even  when  one  of  the  active 
partners  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  with  an  income 
that  amounted  into  the  millions  he  did  not  relinquish 
his  boyhood’s  dream.  It  was,  however,  no  longer 
a dream  of  a little  hostelry  but  of  a great  hotel,  palatial 
in  proportion  and  equipment,  that  took  form  in  the 
Ponce  de  Leon  Hotel,  at  St.  Augustine,  which  was  be- 
gun in  1885.  The  facilities  for  transporting  building 
and  other  materials  from  outside  points  were  entirely 
inadequate  and  inferior  and  he  purchased  a little  nar- 
row gauge  railroad  that  connected  that  city  with  South 
Jacksonville  and  by  ferry  with  Jacksonville.  He 
improved  the  line  for  his  purposes  and  the  Ponce  de 


Leon  was  completed  and  opened  in  1888.  Through- 
out his  entire  life  Mr.  Flagler  followed  constructive 
measures  and  continuously  branched  out  along  broad- 
ening lines,  his  keen  insight  and  effort  opening  up  the 
way  to  him.  When  he  entered  upon  his  railway  proj- 
ect he  had  perhaps  no  idea  of  extending  the  line  to 
Key  West,  but  he  realized  the  possibilities  for  profit- 
able railway  building  and  operation  on  the  east  coast 
of  Florida,  seeing  its  chance  for  commercial  and 
agricultural  development  as  well  as  the  possibilities 
for  its  growth  as  a pleasure  resort.  He  felt  that  rail- 
road building  must  be  the  initial  step  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  peninsula  and  in  1888  he  purchased 
the  St.  Johns  & Palatka,  the  St.  Johns  & Flalifax  and 
the  St.  Johns  Railroad  properties  which  gave  him  a 
direct  line  from  Jacksonville  to  Palatka  and  Daytona. 
The  consolidated  road  was  transformed  to  stand- 
ard gauge  in  1889  and  the  bridge  over  the  St.  Johns 
river  at  Jacksonville  was  built  in  1890  and  gave  a per- 
manent terminal  in  the  great  railroad  center  of  the 
state.  In  1892  he  began  additions  to  his  railway,  the 
line  being  extended  to  Rockledge  in  February,  1893, 
to  West  Palm  Beach  and  Palm  Beach  in  1894  and  to 
Miami  in  1896,  thus  reaching  a point  three  hundred 
and  sixty-six  miles  south  of  Jacksonville.  Idere  the 
work  halted  for  a few  years  but  in  Mr.  Flagler’s 
brain  the  germ  of  railroad  construction  and  extension 
had  taken  root  and  he  formulated  a plan  for  making 
his  road  the  outlet  for  the  commerce  and  travel  of 
the  United  States,  Cuba,  West  Indies  and  Central  and 
South  American  points.  In  1904  the  road  was  ex- 
tended to  Homestead.  The  first  idea  for  further  exten- 
sion was  to  build  a line  down  through  the  swamps 
and  jungles  of  the  Everglades.  Competent  engineers 
studied  the  project  for  two  years  and  then  advised 
against  it.  The  plan  of  extension,  however,  was  not 
abandoned  and  the  order  was  given  to  build  a road  to 
Key  West,  the  farthest  south  of  any  American  city 
and  the  one  nearest  the  Atlantic  end  of  the  Panama 
canal.  The  initial  step  of  the  work  was  taken  in 
April,  1905,  and  on  the  22d  of  January,  1912,  in  his 
private  car,  Mr.  Flagler  was  the  first  to  enter  Key 
West  over  the  completed  Florida  East  Coast  Railway. 

A contemporary  writer  said : “The  story  of  this 

system  of  roadway  is  more  than  interesting- — it  is  pic- 
turesque, almost  fascinating.  Its  gradual  extension 
and  accumulation  of  mileage  at  a cost  of  millions 
upon  millions  of  dollars  are  without  precedent  in  the 
United  States,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railway  is  owned  today  by  the 
man  who  first  conceived  it  and  whose  wealth  has  made 
it.  It  has  not  reached  its  present  proportions  and 
importance  through  a series  of  receiverships  and  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings.”  Mr.  Flagler  was  most  careful 
in  his  choice  of  men  to  undertake  the  actual  work  of 
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planning  and  construction,  in  which  connection  it  has 
been  said:  "He  has  been  backed  and  advised  by  a 

splendid  set  of  men  whose  loyalty  has  been  equalled 
only  by  their  ability  and  their  resourcefulness  to  meet 
constantly  recurring  emergencies.”  No  project  of 
such  a character  had  ever  before  been  undertaken  and 
the  men  in  charge  had  to  solve  problems  that  no 
others  had  ever  faced.  They  penetrated  into  a 
wilderness  district  as  they  proceeded  from  key 
to  key  where  not  an  ounce  of  food  or  a 
pint  of  water  could  be  obtained  save  as  it  was  brought 
in.  This  was  the  first  problem  to  be  solved  together 
with  the  question  of  shelter,  and  with  the  actual  work 
of  railroad  building  there  came  difficulties  that  seemed 
at  times  unsurmountable  and  the  world  looked  on  as 
at  a great  play,  doubtful  as  to  whether  the  outcome 
would  be  tragedy  or  comedy.  There  have  been  per- 
haps features  of  both  but  the  end  has  brought  the 
applause  of  nations. 

One  of  the  questions  which  confronted  the  engi- 
neers in  spanning  the  stretches  of  water  from  key  to 
key  was  to  meet  the  force  of  the  sea.  It  was  cal- 
culated at  first  that  allowance  need  be  made  only  for 
the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  ocean  tides,  that  only  so  much 
tide  could  flow  back  into  the  ocean  as  had  already 
passed  under  the  open  arches  and  piers  of  the  bridges. 
The  autumnal  storm  of  1909  swept  away  this  idea  and 
revolutionized  the  plans  of  construction.  The  great 
tropical  storms  that  came  tearing  up  from  the  Carib- 
bean and  the  West  Indies  forced  the  water  before 
them  through  the  gulf  of  Florida.  Between  Cape 
Sable  and  Key  West  this  body  stretches  out  a hundred 
miles  wide.  But  further  north  and  along  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  mainland  it  narrows  almost  to  a meeting 
point  between  the  mainland  and  the  Keys,  not  far 
south  of  Miami.  This  great  influx  of  water  cannot 
flow  back  the  way  it  came  and  it  must  find  an  outlet 
between  the  Keys  into  the  ocean.  The  storm  of  1909 
led  to  the  solving  of  this  problem.  It  swept  away 
miles  of  wooden  trestle  which  had  been  built  across 
the  shallower  waters  and  filled  with  rock  and  earth 
embankment.  Great  rocks  weighing  from  six  to  ten 
tons  were  carried  out  to  sea  and  the  loss  mounted  into 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  The  result  was 
the  decision  that  instead  of  six  miles  of  open  water, 
spanned  by  bridges,  there  must  be  eighteen  miles.  R 
meant  delay  in  completing  the  work  and  it  involved 
the  expenditure  of  additional  millions  of  dollars ; but 
from  the  dauntless  master  mind  up  the  road  came  the 
order  “Go  ahead,”  and  these  engineers  went  ahead, 
leading  four  thousand  men  to  the  accomplishment  of 
a herculean  task.  Again  the  engineers  had  to  study 
the  destructive  force  of  the  ocean  wave.  They  learned 
that  it  was  not  its  impact  but  its  retreat  or  the  under- 
tow which  carried  away  and  broke  down.  After 


various  experiments  the  marine  marl  or  coral  rock 
was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  embankments,  a 
rock  that  in  exposure  to  air  and  sun  becomes  harder 
and  harder  and  presents  a surface  as  smooth  as  glass, 
making  a surface  impervious  to  the  waves  and  offering 
no  leverage  on  which  they  may  get  a destructive  hold. 
At  all  times,  too,  the  builders  had  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  one  of  the  West  Indian  hurricanes.  They  kept 
in  constant  touch  with  the  weather  bureau  at  Wash- 
ington so  that  ten  minutes  after  information  had 
been  received  in  the  capital  of  any  possible  disturb- 
ances likely  to  affect  the  east  coast  of  Florida  it  was 
in  possession  of  the  engineering  staff  down  there.  It 
would  be  impossible  in  an  article  of  this  character  to 
give  in  detail  the  work  that  was  planned  and  executed. 
It  became  a matter  of  history — a thrilling  tale  read 
by  many,  and  back  of  this  mammoth  project,  involv- 
ing the  expenditure  of  millions  upon  millions,  stood 
the  man  who  as  a boy  of  fourteen  years  started  out 
empty-handed  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 

Still  this  great  railroad  project  and  his  Standard 
Oil  activities  did  not  absorb  all  of  Mr.  Flagler’s  atten- 
tion and  there  arose  a great  chain  of  magnificent 
hotels,  twenty-five  in  number,  including  the  Ponce  de 
Leon  and  Alcazar  at  St.  Augustine,  the  Ormond 
at  Ormond-on-the-Halifax,  the  Royal  Poinciana 
and  the  Breakers  at  Palm  Beach,  the  Royal  Palm 
at  Miami,  the  Colonial  at  Nassau,  Bahama,  the 
Continental  at  Atlantic  Beach  and  the  Long 
Key  fishing  camp.  All  of  the  hotels  of  this  sys- 
tem are  owned  and  operated  by  the  Florida 
East  Coast  Hotel  Company  and  were  constructed  with 
capital  supplied  by  Mr.  Flagler.  It  was  evidently  his 
purpose  and  ambition  to  make  them  collectively  and 
separately  the  best  and  most  beautiful  in  the  world. 
In  their  location  and  building  he  summoned  as  his 
advisors  the  foremost  landscape  artists  and  architects 
in  this  country  and  Europe  and  urged  them  to  employ 
their  highest  skill.  Even  all  these  gigantic  interests 
did  not  monopolize  the  entire  time  and  energies  of 
Mr.  Flagler  who  remained  to  his  death  a director  of 
the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Duluth  & Iron  Range  Railroad  Company, 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  the  Interna- 
tional Bank  Note  Company,  the  Jacksonville,  Tampa 
& Key  West  Railway  and  other  corporations  too 
numerous  to  mention. 

In  politics  Mr.  Flagler  was  a republican  and  the 
state  is  democratic,  yet  he  had  more  influence  in  the 
choice  of  a LTnited  States  senator  by  democratic  legis- 
lators than  the  chief  of  the  democratic  party.  The 
citizens  of  all  classes  recognized  that  Henry  M.  Flag- 
ler largely  made  Florida,  that  the  state  owed  its  devel- 
opment to  him,  that  he  was  keenly  interested  in  its 
welfare,  and  by  right  of  what  he  had  done  it  became 
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his  privilege  to  suggest  if  not  to  command  political 
action.  There  was  not  a little  of  his  wealth  went  into 
charitable  channels  yet  of  this  he  never  spoke  per- 
sonally. He  recently  sent  a check  for  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  a clergyman  friend  in  New  York 
to  use  at  his  discretion.  Other  instances  of  similar 
character  might  be  cited  and  yet  Mr.  Flagler  was  most 
unostentatious  in  his  giving. 

The  great  wealth  that  he  acquired  enabled  him  to 
live  in  princely  style  yet  in  manner  Mr.  Flagler  was 
quiet  and  unobtrusive.  He  possessed  a low  musical 
voice  and  was  never  self-assertive.  Meeting  him  in 
a business  way,  however,  one  was  never  unconscious 
for  a moment  of  his  masterful  grasp  of  every  situa- 
tion with  which  he  dealt.  He  was  eighty-three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  his  life  was  a 
refutation  of  the  statement  that  a man  has  outlived 
his  usefulness  at  fifty.  He  had  accomplished  his 
greatest  work  after  that  time  and  he  yet  remained  a 
strong  individual  and  not  a dead  part  of  many  cor- 
porations. No  fairy  tale  or  folk  lore  presents  a more 
wonderful  or  fascinating  story  than  the  record  of  his 
career.  Florida  is  the  monument  to  his  life  work. 
Its  increasing  commercial  and  industrial  interests  have 
had  their  root  in  his  railway  projects,  the  wealth  of 
the  state  has  been  greatly  increased  through  the  build- 
ing of  hotels  which  have  brought  visitors  to  the  “land 
of  flowers,”  leading  to  later  investment  of  capital. 
There  is  no  measure  for  his  life’s  activity  but  as  long 
as  memory  remains  to  Florida  citizens  the  name  of 
Henry  M.  Flagler  will  ever  be  honored. 


LOZINE  A.  FIURLBUT. 

With  the  pioneer  development  of  Crescent  City  and 
Putnam  county  Lozine  A.  Hurlbut  has  long  been  asso- 
ciated. Fie  was  at  one  time  actively  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Michigan  and  after  coming  here 
directed  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  orange 
groves.  Fie  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  that  New 
England  has  furnished  to  this  section  of  Florida,  be- 
ing a native  of  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  Connecti- 
cut. His  parents,  Chester  S.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Welch) 
Hurlbut,  were  also  natives  of  that  state  and  Lozine  A. 
Plurlbut  is  a representative  of  the  eighth  generation 
of  the  family  living  in  America,  the  ancestral  line 
being  traced  back  to  Thomas  Hurlbut,  who  arrived  at 
Saybrook  Fort,  in  Connecticut,  in  1635.  The  gen- 
ealogical record  of  the  family  shows  the  names  of 
about  six  thousand  male  members.  The  grandfather 
of  L.  A.  Hurlbut  was  one  of  a family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren and  was  ninety-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  For  four  generations  representatives  of 


the  name  in  direct  line  have  averaged  ninety-one  years 
of  age,  the  family  thus  becoming  noted  for  its  lon- 
gevity. The  great-grandfather  and  his  wife  lived  to 
celebrate  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage. 
The  branch  of  the  family  to  which  L.  A.  Hurlbut  be- 
longs has  been  represented  through  succeeding  gen- 
erations in  Middlesex  county,  Connecticut,  where  his 
grandfather  and  his  great-grandfather  were  engaged 
in  business  as  manufacturers  of  spinning  wheels, 
while  the  father  devoted  his  life  to  farming. 

Lozine  A.  Hurlbut,  who  is  the  third  in  a family  of 
four  children,  left  home  in  his  youthful  days  and  went 
to  Michigan,  attending  the  agricultural  college  at 
Lansing,  and  afterward  becoming  a student  of  the 
law  department  of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1870  and  while  living 
at  Saginaw,  Michigan,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
and  filled  the  office  of  county  clerk.  He  remained  a 
member  of  the  bar  there  until  1877,  when  he  came  to 
Florida,  settling  at  Crescent  City.  Here  he  built  a 
house  but  sold  it  in  1885  together  with  ten  acres  of 
land  which  he  owned.  For  three  years  he  was  agent 
for  the  Town  Site  Company  and  since  that  time  has 
been  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  oranges,  having 
thirty  acres  planted  to  that  fruit.  His  groves  were 
entirely  destroyed  by  the  severe  winters  of  1895  and 
1899.  He  lost  in  one  night  six  thousand  boxes  of 
oranges  on  the  trees  and  thirty  acres  planted  to  bear- 
ing trees.  I11  1899  the  grove  was  again  destroyed. 
Today,  however,  it  is  in  better  shape  than  ever  before 
and  the  crop  of  1912-1913  amounts  to  eight  thousand 
boxes  of  oranges,  grape  fruit  and  tangerines.  He  has 
a packing  house  upon  his  place  and  puts  up  his  own 
fruit,  which  he  handles  in  excellent  manner  for  ship- 
ment. His  home  is  an  attractive  residence  built  in 
the  bungalow  style,  standing  within  the  corporation 
limits  of  Crescent  City.  That  city  was  laid  out  in 
March,  1876,  and  in  February,  1877,  Mr.  Hurlbut  ar- 
rived and  has  since  been  actively  identified  with  the 
interests  of  this  section. 

He  has  cooperated  in  many  public  movements  which 
have  benefited  his  city,  serving  for  eight  years  as  a 
member  of  the  council  and  as  president  for  six  years, 
during  a portion  of  which  time  he  acted  as  mayor. 
He  would  never,  however,  consent  to  become  a can- 
didate for  that  office.  For  three  years  he  was  justice 
of  the  peace  but  he  has  little  political  aspiration  and 
resigned  the  office.  He  was  one  of  the  early  school 
trustees  and  the  cause  of  education  has  ever  found 
in  him  a stalwart  and  helpful  champion.  He  has  al- 
ways voted  the  republican  ticket  up  to  the  time  he  re- 
moved to  the  south  but  is  a democrat  in  state  politics. 

In  1874  Mr.  Hurlbut  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Frances  B.  Clark,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  who 
died  in  April,  1908.  They  had  one  child,  Florence  M., 
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who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months.  On  the  30th 
of  December,  1908,  Mr.  Hurlbut  married  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth Peale,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut.  They  spend 
eight  months  of  the  year  in  Florida  and  four  months 
at  Ocean  Beach,  near  New  London,  Connecticut. 

During  the  years  of  his  residence  in  Florida  Mr. 
Hurlbut  has  made  for  himself  a prominent  and  credit- 
able position  among  the  representatives  of  horticultural 
interests  in  this  state.  His  knowledge  of  chemistry, 
botany  and  entomology  have  been  of  much  assistance 
to  him  in  his  fruit-growing.  Crescent  City  has  shipped 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  boxes  of  fruit 
this  season,  making  it  the  second  largest  citrus  fruit 
shipping  point  in  Florida.  Mr.  Hurlbut  has  seen  all 
the  trees  set  out  here  and  himself  planted  the  oak  trees 
on  Oakwood  avenue  and  on  other  streets,  and  has 
participated  in  the  development  that  has  taken  place. 
He  was  the  first  to  take  up  the  work  of  improvement 
here  for  the  purpose  of  fruit-raising,  for  the  district 
was  covered  with  timber  at  that  time.  There  was  a 
cotton  colony  here  from  Georgia  but  all  have  since 
left  with  the  exception  of  Major  J.  L.  Burton.  Mr. 
Hurlbut  has  indeed  been  an  active  factor  in  promot- 
ing the  work  of  progress  here  and  the  county  acknowl- 
edges its  debt  to  him  for  his  efforts  in  its  behalf. 


JOHN  LOCKE  DOGGETT. 

John  Locke  Doggett  has  the  distinction  of  having 
been  the  youngest  judge  of  a court  of  record  in  Florida. 
Engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Jacksonville,  he  is 
now  accorded  a liberal  clientage  and  his  devotion  to  its 
interests  is  proverbial.  He  was  born  March  14,  1868, 
in  the  city  which  is  still  his  home,  his  parents  being 
Aristides  and  Ann  T.  (Cleland)  Doggett.  He  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  American  families,  the 
ancestral  line  being  traced  back  to  Thomas  Doggett 
who  arrived  in  the  new  world  in  1692.  The  line  comes 
down  through  John,  Thomas,  Simeon,  Simeon  II  and 
John  Locke  Doggett,  who  was  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  review.  Born  in  1798,  he  became  a resi- 
dent of  Florida  in  1820  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Jacksonville.  He  took  a most  important  part  in 
shaping  the  local  and  state  interests,  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  legislative  council  of  the  territory  of 
Florida  from  1825  until  1830,  and  as  circuit  judge  of 
the  northern  district  of  Florida  from  1831  until  1837. 
He  left  an  indelible  impress  upon  the  early  history  of 
the  state  and  Florida  lost  one  of  her  most  valued  and 
honored  citizens  when  he  passed  away  in  1844. 

In  the  maternal  line  the  ancestry  of  John  Locke 
Doggett,  of  this  review,  is  traced  back  to  Andrew  Turn- 
bull,  his  great-great-grandfather,  who  was  a noted 


lawyer  of  England  and  was  the  moving  spirit,  in  con- 
nection with  Sir  William  Duncan,  in  founding  the 
Minorcan  colony  at  New  Smyrna,  Florida.  Aristides 
Doggett,  father  of  John  L.  Doggett,  was  born  in  Jack- 
sonville in  1830  and  was  graduated  from  Jubilee 
College  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois.  He  became  a distin- 
guished lawyer  of  Florida  and  at  one  time  was  judge 
of  the  county  court  of  Duval  county.  He  was  a valiant 
soldier  throughout  the  Mexican  war  under  General 
Scott  and  through  the  Civil  war  under  General  Bragg. 
In  professional  connections  and  in  public  office  he  made 
an  equally  creditable  record.  At  one  time  he  was 
chairman  of  the  county  board  of  commissioners  of 
Duval  county  and  was  also  corporation  counsel  for 
the  city  of  Jacksonville.  His  ideals  of  citizenship  and 
of  public  service  were  high  and  the  record  which  he 
made  indicates  that  he  faithfully  lived  up  to  these 
ideals.  He  married  Ann  T.  Cleland,  a second  cousin 
of  Francis  Scott  Key,  author  of  the  Star  Spangled 
Banner,  and  of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States.  Her  father  was  John  C. 
Cleland,  a well  known  sugar  planter  of  Jamaica.  Mrs 
Doggett,  a woman  of  conspicuous  mental  force  and 
energy,  was  prominently  identified  with  charitable  and 
benevolent  projects  and  with  the  intellectual  progress 
of  Jacksonville.  She  was  one  of  the  three  founders  of 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  was  the  founder  of  the  Daniel 
Memorial  Orphanage  and  also  organized  the  Jackson- 
ville Library  Association. 

John  Locke  Doggett,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  pursued  his  education  in  private  schools  of  his 
native  state,  in  the  East  Florida  Seminary  and  in  the 
University  of  the  South,  at  Sewanee,  Tennessee,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1887.  Fol- 
lowing his  graduation  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
criminal  court  of  record  at  Jacksonville  and  two  years 
later  was  elected  to  the  position.  His  leisure  hours 
during  his  incumbency  in  that  office  were  devoted  to 
the  study  of  law  and,  successfully  passing  the  required 
examination,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  November, 
1890.  Three  years  later  he  entered  upon  the  active 
practice  of  law  and  in  1895  was  admitted  to  practice 
before  the  supreme  and  federal  courts  of  Florida.  On 
the  17th  of  June,  1897,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
criminal  court  of  record  at  Jacksonville  and  although 
the  youngest  incumbent  in  a court  of  that  character  in 
Florida  he  discharged  his  duties  with  conspicuous  en- 
ergy and  ability  and  made  an  excellent  record.  He 
now  concentrates  his  energies  upon  the  general  prac- 
tice of  law  and  is  well  versed  in  all  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  profession.  Lie  handles  his  cases  most 
ably  and  is  seldom  if  ever  at  fault  in  the  application  of 
a legal  principle. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1890,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
John  Locke  Doggett  and  Miss  Carrie  May  Van  Deman, 
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a daughter  of  Erskine  Burton  Van  Deman,  of  Jackson- 
ville. They  have  three  children,  Carita  Ann  Louisa, 
John  Locke,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Anna.  Judge  Doggett  has 
been  active  in  military  affairs,  serving  as  captain  of 
both  the  Metropolitan  Light  Infantry  and  the  Jackson- 
ville Light  Infantry,  which  were  organized  in  this  city. 
His  professional  standing  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  honored  with  the  election  as  secretary  of 
the  bar  association  of  Jacksonville.  Something  of  the 
nature  of  his  interests  and  recreation  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  holds  membership  in  the  Seminole,  Florida 
Country  and  Florida  Yacht  Clubs.  His  friends,  and 
they  are  many,  find  him  a genial,  courteous  gentleman 
and  his  sociability,  his  sterling  worth  and  many  admir- 
able characteristics  make  him  popular  wherever  he  is 
known. 


JOHN  COCKE  ABERNETHY. 

John  Cocke  Abernethy  is  one  of  the  most  able  phar- 
macists in  southern  Florida  and  is  making  his  ability 
effective  in  an  important  way  through  his  work  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Biscayne  Drug  Store,  of  which  he  is 
the  proprietor,  and  through  his  able  service  as  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Abernethy  Chemical 
Company,  Incorporated.  He  was  born  in  Greensboro, 
Alabama,  May  27,  1875,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Burwell 
Gideon  Abernethy,  also  a native  of  Alabama,  born  in 
Spring  Hill.  The  father  was  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  having  served  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a pri- 
vate until  he  was  wounded  and  afterward  as  a member 
of  the  commissary  department  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain. He  came  to  Florida  in  1887,  locating  in  Lake 
county,  whence  after  the  great  freeze  of  1895  he  moved 
to  Tampa,  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1906.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Elizabeth  Ruffin  Cocke,  was  born 
in  Demopolis,  Alabama,  but  her  parents  were  natives 
of  Virginia.  She  survives  her  husband  and  makes  her 
home  in  Orlando.  Of  the  children  born  to  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Abernethy  three  still  survive  besides  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review.  They  are:  Benjamin  Cheney  and 
Thomas  Smith,  both  of  Orlando;  and  Mary  Josephine, 
the  wife  of  Emil  V.  Whittaker,  a lawyer  in  Tampa, 
now  serving  as  county  judge  of  Hillsboro  county. 

John  C.  Abernethy  was  twelve  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Florida  and  he  remained  in  the 
state  until  he  was  eighteen,  when  he  returned  to  Ala- 
bama, becoming  a student  in  the  Alabama  Polytechnic 
Institute  at  Auburn.  Fie  completed  a full  pharmaceu- 
tical course,  graduating  in  1898  as  a member  of  the 
first  class  in  pharmacy  to  leave  the  institution.  For 
four  years  thereafter  he  was  prescription  clerk  in  a 


drug  store  in  Tampa  and  in  January,  1902,  came  to 
Miami  as  manager  of  the  Biscayne  Drug  Company, 
then  a corporation.  In  December  of  the  same  year 
he  purchased  a one-third  interest  in  the  concern,  con- 
tinuing in  his  office  as  manager  until  December,  1908, 
when  he  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business  by 
purchasing  the  remaining  two-thirds  interests  from 
the  stockholders.  The  corporation  was  then  dissolved 
and  the  name  changed  from  the  Biscayne  Drug  Com- 
pany to  the  Biscayne  Drug  Store,  under  which  title  it 
still  continues.  This  enterprise,  located  at  the  corner 
of  Twelfth  street  and  Avenue  D,  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  drug  stores  in  Miami  and  the  credit  for  its 
growth  and  expansion  is  largely  due  to  Mr.  Abernethy, 
who  is  not  only  a master  of  the  science  of  pharmacy 
but  a discriminating  and  far-sighted  business  man  as 
well.  He  has  devoted  twenty  years  of  earnest  and  ex- 
haustive work  to  the  development  of  a formula  for  a 
cure  for  colds  and  in  1912  organized  the  Abernethy 
Chemical  Company  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
what  is  known  as  Abernethy’s  Creoso-Pepsin,  a rem- 
edy for  coughs,  colds  and  bronchial  and  tubercular 
affections.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  this  ven- 
ture, the  excellence  of  the  remedy  having  gained  for 
it  a wide  sale. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1902,  Mr.  Abernethy  mar- 
ried Miss  Maud  Obenchain,  of  Wytheville,  Virginia, 
and  they  have  an  adopted  son,  John  Francis  Aber- 
nethy, who  is  now  eleven  years  of  age.  Mr.  Abernethy 
is  a member  of  the  Florida  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  an  ex-president,  and  he  belongs 
also  to  the  Florida  Rexall  Club.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  holding  member- 
ship in  the  commandery  and  shrine,  is  a past  exalted 
ruler  in  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a member  of  the  Miami  and  the  Tar- 
pon Clubs,  the  Miami  Merchants  Association  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  is  active  in  the  promotion  of  all 
projects  for  the  general  business  advancement  of  the 
community.  In  the  direction  of  his  own  business  he 
has  proven  judicious,  energetic  and  far-sighted  and 
is  numbered  among  Miami's  representative  and  sub- 
stantial men. 


W.  A.  CARTER. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  attorneys  in  southern 
Florida  and  a man  whose  high  standing  in  his  pro- 
fession has  come  as  the  result  of  unusual  merit  and 
ability,  is  W.  A.  Carter,  practicing  in  Tampa  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Sparkman  & Carter.  He  was  born 
in  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  on  the  12th  of  January, 
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1865  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  W.  A.  and  Agnes  Law 
(Quigley)  Carter.  The  father  was  born  in  Mobile, 
Alabama,  and  after  finishing  a course  of  study  at  the 
University  of  Virginia,  entered  the  theological  seminary 
at  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  later  taking  orders  as  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman.  The  greater  part  of  his  active 
career  was  spent  in  Pensacola,  Florida,  where  for  many 
years  he  has  lived  and  labored  and  where  he  is  now 
spending  his  retired  life.  He  is  a man  of  exemplary 
character,  high  integrity  and  moral  worth,  and  he  has 
the  unqualified  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  are  in 
any  way  associated  with  him. 

After  acquiring  a public-school  education,  W.  A. 
Carter  entered  Washington  and  Lee  University  in 
Lexington,  Virginia,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1885.  Two  years  later  he  came  to  Tampa  and  began 
the  practice  of  law,  a profession  in  which  he  has  com 
tinued  prominent  and  active  for  the  past  twenty-six 
years.  At  first  he  was  associated  in  practice  with  Byron 
Phillips  under  the  firm  name  of  Phillips  & Carter,  and 
when  this  partnership  was  dissolved  joined  John  Wall. 
As  a member  of  the  firm  of  Carter  & Wall  he  con- 
tinued the  general  practice  of  law  until  1898  when  the 
present  firm  was  organized.  His  association  with  Mr. 
Sparkman  has  proved  an  excellent  one  for  Sparkman  & 
Carter  is  now  one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  in  the 
city,  connected  through  practice  with  a great  deal  of 
the  most  important  civil  litigation  held  in  the  courts  of 
the  state.  During  the  twenty-six  years  during  which 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  legal  profession  in 
Tampa,  Mr.  Carter  has  proved  his  ability,  his  resource- 
fulness, his  fine  mind,  his  well  developed  powers  and 
he  has  secured  a large  and  representative  patronage, 
accorded  him  in  recognition  of  the  excellent  results 
which  followed  his  labors.  He  is  a strong  and  able 
practitioner,  well  versed  in  the  underlying  principles  of 
his  profession,  concise  in  his  appeals  before  the  court 
and  lucid  and  convincing  in  his  presentation  of  the  case. 
He  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  the  local  public  and 
in  that  of  the  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  this 
part  of  the  state  and  his  prosperity  has  been  well  earned 
and  is  always  honorably  used. 

In  addition  to  his  private  practice,  Mr.  Carter  has 
been  from  time  to  time  connected  with  public  life 
along  lines  of  his  profession,  having  been  honored  by 
his  fellow  citizens  by  election  to  some  important  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  honor.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Tampa  he  was  made  city  attorney  and  served  with 
credit  and  distinction  for  three  or  four  years,  discharg- 
ing his  duties,  in  an  efficient  manner  and  with  a con- 
stant sense  of  the  public  obligation  which  devolved 
upon  him.  He  was  states  attorney  for  the  sixth  Florida 
district  for  four  years  and  afterward  was  made  judge 
of  the  criminal  court  of  Hillsboro  county,  serving  for 
several  years  and  resigning  in  1899.  His  public  career 


has  been  marked  by  the  same  energetic,  far-sighted  and 
capable  work  which  made  him  successful  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  and  his  official  record  is  an  honor  and  a 
credit  to  the  state  where  he  has  so  long  made  his 
home. 

Mr.  Carter  married  Miss  Sarah  Randolph  McKay, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a son,  W.  A.  Carter,  III. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  and 
are  well  known  in  social  circles  of  the  city.  Mr.  Carter 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  he  is  also  a member  of 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon.  His  success  in  law  has  brought 
him  prominence  not  only  in  Tampa  but  throughout 
southern  Florida  where  he  is  recognized  as  a man 
whose  superior  professional  attainments,  marked  ability 
and  enterprise  have  earned  their  natural  reward. 


HON.  GEORGE  AMBROSE  WORLEY. 

In  1878  a boy  then  twelve  years  of  age  ran  away 
from  the  Emory  and  Henry  College  in  Virginia, 
where  he  had  been  sent  to  study  for  the  Baptist  min- 
istry, and  worked  his  way  southward  to  Florida, 
where  in  the  St.  Johns  river  lumber  camps  he  began 
his  active  career.  The  independence,  the  love  of  per- 
sonal freedom  and  the  scorn  of  pretense  which  drove 
him  away  from  wealth,  coupled  with  a distasteful 
occupation,  have  remained  dominating  qualities  in  his 
character  since  that  time  and  today  the  Hon.  George 
Ambrose  Worley,  a leading  lawyer  of  Miami  and 
member  of  the  state  legislature,  is  a man  of  energy, 
initiative  and  determination,  a lover  of  justice  and  a 
firm  believer  in  individual  rights.  His  activities  are 
so  varied  in  their  scope  and  his  life  so  honorable  in 
its  purposes  that  the  record  of  his  career  speaks  for 
itself. 

Mr.  Worley  was  born  in  Wythe  county,  Virginia, 
August  31,  1866,  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Ambrose 
Gaines  Worley,  a Methodist  clergyman  of  much 
prominence,  in  fact  one  of  the  ablest  pulpit  orators 
of  his  time  in  the  United  States.  His  active  career 
was  spent  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
Georgia  and  the  two  Carolinas  and  for  over  thirty 
years  he  was  one  of  the  highest  officials  in  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia  Methodist  Episcopal  conferences. 
His  father  was  closely  related  to  James  Madison, 
Zachariah  Taylor,  Judge  Edmond  Pendleton,  of 
Richmond,  and  General  Edmond  Pendleton  Gaines, 
of  the  United  States  army,  the  hero  of  Fort  Erie  in 
1814.  Llis  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Baker  Worley  but,  despite  the  similarity  in 
names,  was  not  related  to  her  husband  before  her 
marriage.  She  was  born  in  Germany  but  came  to 
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America  with  her  parents  when  still  a child.  The 
paternal  branch  of  this  family  is  of  old  American 
establishment  and  of  English  descent,  it  having  been 
founded  in  the  United  States  by  Joseph  Nathan  Wor- 
ley, a native  of  England,  who  settled  near  Morris- 
town, Tennessee,  in  1755.  His  son,  also  named 
Joseph  Nathan  Worley,  served  in  the  Colonial  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  paternal  grand- 
mother of  the  subject  of  this  review  was  Sallie 
Gaines,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Dalton  Gaines,  the 
well  known  Indian  fighter  and  political  orator  of 
Kentucky,  who  resided  at  Somerset,  in  that  state. 

George  A.  Worley’s  early  boyhood  was  spent  in 
Georgia  and  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his 
father,  being  desirous  that  his  son  should  follow  in 
his  footsteps  and  become  a minister  of  the  Gospel, 
sent  him  to  the  Emory  and  Henry  College  in  Virginia. 
The  son  was,  however,  very  much  disinclined  to  study 
for  the  ministry  and,  being  possessed  of  great  decision 
of  character,  ran  away  from  the  institution  one  day 
after  he  entered  it.  He  made  his  way  south  to  Flor- 
ida and  for  some  time  after  his  arrival  “roughed  it" 
along  the  St.  Johns  river  as  the  most  insignificant 
member  of  a lumber  crew,  his  duties  being  to  do 
quickly  whatever  he  was  told  to  do.  In  payment  for 
these  services  he  received  his  board  and  lodging  and 
he  spent  two  years  in  this  manner.  In  1880,  when  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Texas  and  was 
there  employed  on  a cattle  ranch.  Returning  to 
Florida  in  the  following  year,  he  obtained  employ- 
ment with  a surveying  party  under  Hamilton  Disston, 
who  was  at  that  time  surveying  a four  million  acre 
tract  of  everglade  land  which  he  had  purchased  from 
the  state  of  Florida  for  twenty-five  cents  an  acre. 
Several  prosperous  and  growing  cities  and  towns  now 
stand  upon  the  Disston  tract.  Mr.  Worley  made  him- 
self generally  useful  to  the  members  of  the  party  and 
remained  with  them  for  a year  and  a half,  returning 
at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Georgia  and  settling  in 
Washington,  where  he  read  law  under  the  eminent 
southern  orator  and  statesmen,  the  Hon.  Robert 
Toombs.  In  December  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Worley 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Lexington,  Georgia.  He 
was  at  that  time  but  eighteen  years  of  age  but  could 
easily  have  passed  for  a man  of  twenty-five,  the  hard- 
ships of  his  early  life  having  been  written  upon  his 
countenance  in  lines  of  determination  and  decision. 
Immediately  after  his  admission  he  began  to  prac- 
tice law  and  for  nearly  thirty  years  has  followed  his 
profession,  being  well  known  at  the  bars  of  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  Virginia  and  North  and  South  Carolina 
as  well  as  Florida.  As  a criminal  lawyer  he  has 
gained  wide  distinction  and  flattering  recognition,  his 
services  being  sought  by  clients  from  practically  every 
state  in  the  Union.  From  1884  to  1887  Mr.  Worley 


resided  at  Kissimmee,  Florida,  and  since  1896  has 
been  in  Miami,  where  he  is  numbered  among  the  most 
forceful  and  able  lawyers  of  the  city.  He  is  practic- 
ing in  association  with  his  son,  under  the  firm  name 
of  G.  A.  Worley  & Son.  He  is  an  orator  of  great 
ability  and  power  and  had  the  distinction  of  deliver- 
ing the  first  Fourth  of  July  oration  in  Miami  on  Inde- 
pendence Day,  1896.  In  1912  he  was  elected  to  the 
Florida  house  of  representatives  and  is  now  serving, 
his  ability  having  gained  for  him  a high  place  among 
the  leading  legislators  in  the  state. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1886,  Mr.  Worley  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Kramer  Headley, 
of  Winston  Salem,  North  Carolina,  a daughter  of 
Captain  Philip  D.  Headley,  who  commanded  the 
Louisiana  Tigers  during  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Worley  have  six  children:  Mary  Kramer,  who  mar- 

ried B.  J.  Shepard,  of  Miami;  George  Ambrose,  Jr., 
who  is  practicing  law  in  association  with  his  father ; 
Christine  Elizabeth ; Sarah  Gladys ; Katrina ; and  Lee 
McBride.  The  last  named  is  a boy  of  nine  years  but 
has  already  an  enviable  reputation  as  a swimmer. 

Mr.  Worley  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  South,  and  belongs  to  the  Country  Club 
of  Jacksonville.  In  Miami  he  is  a member  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  belongs 
also  to  the  Miami  and  Tarpon  Clubs.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  southern  Florida  today  and  is  a 
familiar  figure  in  Miami,  where  his  great  height  and 
bulk  distinguish  him  in  any  gathering.  Even  at  the 
early  age  of  fourteen  he  weighed  two  hundred  and 
three  pounds  and  stood  six  feet  three  inches  in  his 
stocking  feet.  At  present  he  weighs  two  hundred  and 
ninety  pounds  and  is  six  feet  six  inches  in  height.  He 
is  a man  of  brains  and  personality  whose  mental  pow- 
ers match  well  his  great  physique  and  the  greatness 
of  whose  attainments  places  him  among  the  leading 
and  substantial  citizens  of  Florida. 


AIARKO  ANDREW  GALBREATH. 

Marko  Andrew  Galbreath,  who  has  conducted  a 
men’s  furnishing  store  in  New  Smyrna  since  1905,  is 
known  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  public-spir- 
ited men  of  the  community,  active  and  prominent  in 
every  movement  for  the  promotion  of  progressive 
public  projects.  He  has  resided  here  since  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age  but  was  born  in  Barton  county, 
Kansas,  June  21,  1879.  He  is  a son  of  Samuel  Andrew 
and  Tennessee  (Stout)  Galbreath,  the  former  engaged 
in  the  wagon  manufacturing  business. 

Marko  A.  Galbreath  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  Smyrna,  Florida,  where  his 
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parents  located  in  1890,  and  he  began  his  independent 
career  here;  as  a clerk  in  a general  store.  In  June, 
1905,  he  opened  a men’s  furnishing,  clothing  and  shoe 
store  and  has  since  been  active  in  its  conduct,  having 
secured  a large  and  representative  patronage  by  rea- 
son of  his  excellent  business  management,  high  qual- 
ity of  his  goods  and  his  reasonable  prices.  In  addition 
to  his  store  in  New  Smyrna  he  owns  also  a twenty 
acre  grapefruit  grove  four  and  a half  miles  from  the 
city  and  has  made  it  a very  productive  and  valuable 
property.  He  owns  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes 
in  the  city,  a stone  structure  with  tile  roof,  artistic  in 
design  and  convenient  in  plan,  and  this  he  and  his 
wife  have  made  a center  of  hospitality  for  their  many 
friends. 

Mr.  Galbreath  was  married  in  1905  to  Miss  Minnie 
May  Bell,  of  New  Smyrna,  a daughter  of  Daniel  J. 
and  Jessie  (Clark)  Bell,  the  former  for  twenty-five 
years  an  engineer  on  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railroad. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galbreath  have  two  sons,  Frank  Rus- 
sel and  Marko  Andrew,  Jr. 

Mr.  Galbreath  belongs  to  the  New  Smyrna  Board 
of  Trade,  is  vice  president  of  the  Inlet  Association 
and  a leader  in  all  movements  for  the  advancement  and 
growth  of  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 
He  also  served  for  two  terms  as  a member  of  the  city 
council.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  is  well  known  in  the  affairs  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  of  which  he  is  past  chancellor  commander. 
He  was  three  times  delegate  to  the  grand  lodge,  and 
in  addition  he  is  grand  chief  of  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men.  For  many  years  he  has  been  identified 
with  mercantile  and  public  interests  of  New  Smyrna 
and  throughout  this  period  his  integrity  has  remained 
an  unquestioned  fact  in  his  career,  so  that  he  enjoys 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  associates  and,  in  fact, 
of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


C.  A.  DUPONT. 

C.  A.  Dupont,  president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Blastings  Development  Company,  is  a native  son 
of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  who  has  allied  himself  with 
a number  of  modern  movements  that  have  greatly 
helped  in  bringing  about  the  new  era  of  prosperity 
since  reconstruction  days.  Carried  on  by  ambition, 
he  has  been  connected  with  various  lines  of  business, 
having  been  successful  in  all,  and  has  become  not  only 
one  of  the  pioneer  lumbermen  in  the  country  and  one 
of  the  first  men  to  show  the  high  value  of  potato  cul- 
ture, but  has  also  become  prominent  as  real-estate 
dealer,  farmer  and  live-stock  broker. 


C.  A.  Dupont  was  born  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 
January,  8,  1868,  a son  of  Cornelius  and  Fannie 
Dupont,  the  father  a native  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  whose  parents  came  across  the  sea  from  the 
sunny  land  of  France.  The  mother  was  a native 
daughter  of  Florida  and  in  this  state  the  parents 
were  married,  but  both  died  at  a comparatively 
early  age,  the  mother  passing  away  when  our  subject 
was  only  six  years  of  age  and  the  father  six  months 
after  the  demise  of  his  wife.  In  their  family  were 
five  children:  Cornelius,  a resident  of  St.  John 

county ; Daniel,  of  Port  Orange,  Florida ; Mamie, 
the  wife  of  J.  A.  Rowand,  of  Elkton,  Florida ; Kate, 
the  wife  of  Captain  George  W.  Spaulding  of  Jackson- 
ville ; and  C.  A.,  of  this  review. 

The  first  years  of  the  life  of  C.  A.  Dupont  were 
spent  under  the  parental  roof,  but  when  he  attained 
school  age  and  both  of  his  parents  died,  he  became 
a member  of  the  household  of  James  Harts,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  attend- 
ing school  in  the  acquirement  of  his  education.  At 
that  tender  age  he  set  out  to  make  his  own  living  and 
found  employment  on  a dredge  boat,  remaining  in 
that  capacity  for  about  three  years.  Subsequently 
he  entered  the  butchering  business  in  Jacksonville, 
being  so  employed  for  about  four  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  came  to  St.  Augustine  and  opened  a 
meat  market,  which  he  conducted  for  two  and  a half 
years.  He  then  became  a partner  of  Jack  Alexander 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  engaging  with  him  in  the 
buying  and  selling  of  horses.  The  animals  were 
bought  in  at  auction  in  New  York  by  the  one  partner 
and  then  shipped  to  Jacksonville,  where  they  were 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder  by  the  same  process.  Mr. 
Dupont  retained  his  connection  with  this  business  for 
two  years  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  opened  at  St. 
Augustine  the  Ponce  de  Leon  Riding  Academy  and 
conducted  this  establishment  successfully  for  about 
three  years.  At  that  time  he  entered  an  entirely  new 
field  of  business,  becoming  connected  with  the  timber 
trade,  being  interested  in  the  business  with  the  Flor- 
ida East  Coast  Railway  Company  and  remaining  in 
this  relationship  with  that  corporation  for  about  eight 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  saw- 
mills and  sold  his  timber  privileges  on  the  east  coast, 
his  plant  being  located  at  Dupont,  which  was  named 
in  honor  of  him.  He  then  returned  to  Jacksonville 
and  engaged  as  dealer  in  horses  and  mules  but  sold 
out  some  time  later  and  removed  to  Hastings.  Here  he 
bought  a home  and  a small  tract  of  unimproved  land 
and  began  to  engage  in  the  culture  of  potatoes  and 
general  farming,  branching  out  subsequently  into 
stock-raising,  giving  particular  attention  to  cattle, 
mules,  horses  and  sheep.  His  stock-raising  interests 
have  assumed  considerable  proportions  and  he  has  also 
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become  well  known  as  a dealer  in  real  estate,  having 
been  land  agent  for  the  Model  Land  Company,  a sub- 
sidiary organization  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway 
Company,  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  In  connection 
with  the  Hastings  Development  Company  he  holds  the 
important  position  of  president  and  general  manager 
and  in  this  relationship  has  become  an  important  factor 
in  the  general  growth  and  development  of  the  town. 
He  is  also  interested  in  an  enterprise  which  in  another 
way  promises  to  contribute  in  a remarkable  way  to  the 
resources  of  the  state — the  Crescent  Company,  a peat 
manufacturing  concern  of  which  he  is  now  general 
manager,  having  been  president  until  assuming  the 
former  office. 

Mr.  Dupont  was  the  first  man  to  introduce  potato 
culture  in  Elkton,  where  he  bought  a tract  of  land 
from  the  railroad  company  and  another  one  from  the 
canal  company,  cut  a canal  three  miles  in  length 
through  the  woods  to  afford  proper  drainage  and, 
clearing  a piece  of  the  land  at  the  head  of  the  drain- 
age canal,  planted  it  to  potatoes.  That  his  judgment 
as  to  the  suitability  of  the  land  for  this  purpose  was 
not  misplaced  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  his  first 
crop  yielded  him  at  the  rate  of  sixty-five  barrels  per 
acre,  and  the  time  from  planting  to  digging  consumed 
seventy  days.  The  next  year,  on  the  same  piece  of 
land,  he  averaged  ninety-six  barrels  per  acre  in  eighty- 
two  days  from  planting  time  and  sold  his  crop  at  the 
rate  of  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  bar- 
rel, free  on  board  cars  at  local  railroad  station.  At 
the  time  when  Mr.  Dupont  engaged  in  the  culture  of 
potatoes  here  there  were  planted  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  acres  in  that  vegetable,  this  being  about 
twelve  years  ago,  and  at  this  writing  there  are  about 
nine  thousand  acres  under  potato  culture.  Mr. 
Dupont  has  since  sold  his  Elkton  properties  to  B. 
Genovar. 

On  June  19,  1889,  Mr.  Dupont  married  Ada  E. 
Middleton,  a native  of  St.  John  county  and  a daughter 
of  Alexander  Middleton.  They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children : Hazel,  the  wife  of  D.  W.  Bailey,  of 

Hastings ; and  Ethel,  Cecil,  Thelma  and  Horace.  The 
fraternal  affiliations  of  Mr.  Dupont  are  confined  to  his 
membership  in  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks. 

C.  A.  Dupont  is  typical  of  the  new  spirit  of  Florida 
- — the  spirit  to  will  and  to  do.  Along  various  lines  of 
endeavor  he  has  given  examples  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  if  ambition,  energy  and  industry  lead 
the  way.  He  has  not  only  been  an  interested  witness 
of  the  wonderful  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the 
Hastings  country  of  late  years  but  he  has  been  a help- 
ful and  cooperant  factor  in  bringing  about  the  gen- 
eral advancement  which  forebodes  greater  prosperity. 
He  is  a man  marked  by  strength  of  character  and 


as  he  has  come  into  contact  with  various  lines  of  activ- 
ity of  the  city  in  which  he  makes  his  home,  he  has 
become  recognized  as  a forceful  element  in  the  com- 
munity, where  he  is  highly  regarded  and  inspires 
confidence  in  all  with  whom  he  comes  into  contact. 
Whatever  he  has  found  to  do  he  has  done  well  and  in 
his  activities  along  agricultural  lines  and  as  real-estate 
dealer  finds  not  only  his  own  reward  but  is  a means  of 
promoting  rapid  growth  and  prosperity  in  general. 


JOSEPH  W.  WHITE. 

A worthy  son  of  his  native  state,  Joseph  W.  White 
has  exerted  his  efforts  successfully  along  various  lines 
of  endeavor,  having  achieved  success  in  the  commer- 
cial world  as  well  as  in  agriculture,  and  also  having 
done  valuable  work  as  Baptist  minister  since  being  or- 
dained in  1902.  Born  March  11,  1868,  he  is  a son  of 
Joseph  J.  and  Mary  F.  (Williams)  White,  the  father 
a native  of  North  Carolina  and  the  mother  of  Tackson 
county,  Florida.  The  father  was  a Baptist  minister, 
kind  to  all  and  generous  to  a fault.  His  loving  heart 
and  genial  nature  won  for  him  in  return  the  most 
sincere  love  and  affection  of  those  who  knew  him. 
Kind  thoughts  and  kind  words  were  habits  of  his  life 
— the  natural  impulses  of  his  heart.  He  passed  away 
October  24,  1905,  his  departure  being  deeply  regretted 
by  a large  circle  of  those  who  loved  and  esteemed  him. 
The  mother  is  still  surviving,  making  her  home  at 
Cowarts,  Houston  county,  Alabama.  I11  their  family 
were  fifteen  children:  Joseph  W.,  of  this  review;  King 
J.,  of  Jackson  county ; Henry  B.,  of  Geneva  county, 
Alabama ; Theodosia  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  James 
Clark,  of  Houston  county,  Alabama ; Alma,  who  mar- 
ried Luke  Palmore,  of  Green  Cove  Springs,  Florida ; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  William  Crawford,  of  Houston 
county,  Alabama ; Rebecca  E.,  who  married  Walter 
Clark,  of  Houston  county,  Alabama ; one  son  who  died 
in  infancy;  Addie,  the  wife  of  B.  Forrester,  of  Hous- 
ton county,  Alabama;  Benjamin  A.,  of  Geneva  county, 
Alabama ; Robert,  of  Houston  county,  that  state ; one 
son  who  died  in  infancy;  Annie,  who  married  William 
Forrester,  of  Houston  county,  Alabama ; Ama,  the 
wife  of  A.  Forrester,  of  Jenkins,  Georgia;  and  John, 
of  Houston  county,  Alabama. 

Joseph  W.  White  was  reared  amid  the  influences  of 
a well-to-do  home  and  early  guided  by  his  father  and 
mother  along  the  path  of  industry  and  honesty,  ac- 
quiring his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  for 
some  time  taking  private  lessons  from  Professor  Dar- 
ling, of  Chipley,  Florida,  his  private  course,  however, 
consisting  of  but  a few  months  of  instruction.  At  the 
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age  of  twenty-one  years  he  came  to  Campbellton, 
Florida,  where  he  became  connected  with  the  mer- 
cantile business,  remaining  there  for  two  years.  He 
then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  for  a 
short  time  but  subsequently  sold  out  and  engaged  in 
work  for  J.  R.  Shoemaker,  remaining  with  this  firm 
for  two  years.  After  his  marriage  he  took  up  farm- 
ing, engaging  in  the  cultivation  of  a tract  of  forty 
acres,  which  he  brought  to  a state  of  great  productivity. 
After  some  time,  however,  he  returned  to  the  mer- 
cantile business,  in  which  he  engaged  with  Dr.  Booth, 
remaining  so  for  three  years.  He  then  sold  out  and 
in  the  year  1902  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist 
church.  In  that  connection  he  has  made  valuable 
contribution  to  the  upbuilding  of  Christian  citizen- 
ship, for  he  has  uttered  many  words  of  wisdom  from 
the  pulpit  that  have  sunk  deep  into  many  hearts  and 
have  borne  fruit  in  the  lives  of  those  who  come  under 
his  instruction.  The  Campbellton  Baptist  church, 
founded  in  1825,  is  the  oldest  Baptist  congregation  in 
the  state,  the  present  church  structure  having  been 
built  in  1854,  succeeding  the  old  rough  frame  building 
of  the  early  pioneer  church. 

Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Lulu  C. 
Tucker,  whose  maiden  name  was  McDonald,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Herbert.  Mrs.  White  by  her  previous 
marriage  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Pansy  Earl 
Tucker  and  Grady  O.  Tucker.  Mr.  White  is  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  body,  in  which  he  holds  the  rank  of 
Master  Mason.  Closely  connected  with  church  work, 
he  is  an  ardent  fighter  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  seek 
the  improvement,  enlightenment  and  betterment  of  the 
people.  He  is  a forceful  element  in  the  community  of 
Campbellton,  where  he  is  esteemed  and  honored  for 
those  qualities  which  we  all  like  to  admire  in  men. 


HON.  WILLIAM  HIRAM  MALONE,  Jr. 

Hon.  William  Hiram  Malone,  Jr.,  member  of  the 
Key  West  bar,  to  whom  has  been  accorded  the  posi- 
tion of  state  senator,  in  which  his  course  is  reflecting 
credit  and  honor  upon  the  district  that  has  honored 
him,  stands  in  citizenship  for  all  that  is  progressive 
and  beneficial,  seeking  ever  the  best  interests  of  the 
commonwealth  at  large  and  never  sacrificing  the  pub- 
lic good  to  narrow  partisanship  or  self-aggrandize- 
ment. Mr.  Malone  was  born  at  Key  West  December 
23,  1876.  His  father,  William  Henry  Malone,  a 
carpenter  and  builder  by  occupation  but  now  living 
retired,  was  born  at  Abasco  in  the  Bahama  islands, 
August  10,  1846,  and  became  a resident  of  Key  West 
about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  Beyond 
the  Bahamas  the  paternal  ancestry  goes  back  to  Vir- 


ginia and  the  great-grandfather  of  William  IL 
Malone  was  a native  of  Ireland.  Crossing  the 
Atlantic,  he  settled  in  a Virginia  colony  and  afterward 
removed  to  the  Bahamas.  William  Henry  Malone 
was  married  at  Key  West  to  Eliza  Pent,  a native  of 
the  Island  city,  and  both  are  still  living  there. 

Key  West  has  always  been  the  home  of  William 
Hiram  Malone,  and  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
here  he  pursued  his  more  specifically  literary  educa- 
tion. He  afterward  attended  the  law  department  of 
the  Washington  and  Lee  University  at  Lexington, 
Virginia,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1902. 
Returning  to  Key  West,  he  was  immediately  admitted 
to  the  bar,  after  which  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law  in  partnership  with  the  Hon.  Jefferson  B. 
Browne  under  the  firm  name  of  Browne  & Malone. 
This  connection  continued  until  Mr.  Browne’s  election 
as  a member  of  the  Florida  Railroad  Commission, 
when  he  of  necessity  was  obliged  to  give  up  the 
active  practice  of  law  for  the  time  being,  and  accord- 
ingly withdrew  from  the  firm.  Since  then,  or  for 
about  nine  years,  Mr.  Malone  has  practiced  independ- 
ently. Though  a very  successful  and  able  lawyer  with 
a large  clientele,  it  was  not  destined  that  his  energies 
and  abilities  should  be  entirely  concentrated  upon  his 
profession,  for  his  fellow  townsmen  have  sought  his 
services  in  various  political  positions  of  responsibility 
and  honor.  For  the  past  nine  years  he  has  been  attor- 
ney for  the  board  of  Monroe  county  commissioners, 
and  in  1906  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in 
the  lower  branch  of  the  Florida  state  legislature,  and 
was  reelected  in  1908.  Following  the  close  of  his  sec- 
ond term  in  the  house  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate  in  1910  to  represent  the  twenty-fourth  dis- 
trict, comprising  Monroe  and  Lee  counties,  so  that  he 
is  now  a member  of  the  upper  house,  his  term  continu- 
ing until  November,  1914.  In  this  connection  he  is 
making  an.  excellent  record.  His  name  figures  in 
association  with  much  important  constructive  legisla- 
tion and  his  public  service  has  been  characterized  by 
a careful  consideration  of  all  vital  problems  which 
have  come  before  the  house  or  senate.  He  is  now 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  health  and  is  a 
member  of  the  judiciary  committee.  He  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  passage  of  the  Anti-Race  Track 
bill,  which  put  the  Jacksonville  race  course  out  of 
existence  in  1909  while  he  was  a member  of  the 
house.  As  chairman  of  a joint  committee  of  the  house 
and  senate  in  1911  he,  in  company  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  visited  the  various  state  educa- 
tional institutions  and  from  data  and  information 
secured  he  drafted  and  introduced  a bill,  which  later 
became  a law,  carrying  with  it  an  appropriation  for 
the  erection  of  various  buildings  and  substantial 
improvements  for  the  several  state  schools. 
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On  the  ioth  of  September,  1901,  Mr.  Malone  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosetta  May  Bosworth, 
whose  ancestors  for  many  generations  have  resided  in 
Chenango  county,  New  York.  Mrs.  Malone,  how- 
ever, was  born  in  Key  West,  a daughter  of  Frederick 
W.  Bosworth,  formerly  a well  known  citizen  here. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malone  occupy  a prominent  position  in 
social  circles  and  their  membership  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church  indicates  that  they  are  interested  in  the 
moral  progress  of  the  city.  Mr.  Malone  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  prominent 
in  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  being  a past  grand  master 
of  the  state.  He  is  likew  ise  a member  of  the  Key 
West  Elks  Club,  and  in  strictly  professional  lines  is 
connected  with  the  Key  West  and  Florida  State  Bar 
Associations.  Investigation  into  his  career  serves  but 
to  heighten  his  fame  and  bring  out  certain  salient 
facts ; that  professional  and  political  duties  are  never 
neglected ; that  his  ability  is  adequate  to  the  demands 
of  the  occasion ; and  that  his  public  spirit  is  not  fet- 
tered by  any  narrow  partisanship  or  biased  judgment. 


FRANCIS  WILLIAM  SAMS. 

One  of  the  earliest  residents  in  New  Smyrna  and 
since  the  foundation  of  the  community  one  of  the 
greatest  individual  forces  in  her  political,  business  and 
social  development  is  Francis  William  Sams,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Ocean  House.  In  all  the  work  of  munic- 
ipal expansion  and  advancement  he  has  been  a leader 
since  early  times,  working  steadfastly,  earnestly  and 
intelligently  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city  and  ac- 
complishing at  the  same  time  an  individual  success 
which  places  him  in  a high  position  among  representa- 
tive and  able  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Palatka, 
Florida,  in  1846,  and  is  a son  of  Francis  William  and 
Cornelia  (Hopkins)  Sams,  the  former  a prominent 
physician  and  surgeon  and  a pioneer  in  the  state,  com- 
ing to  Florida  from  his  native  state  of  South  Caro- 
lina. He  died  about  the  year  1856  and  afterward  the 
family  removed  to  Jacksonville. 

In  the  public  schools  of  that  city  Francis  William 
Sams  acquired  his  education,  laying  aside  his  books 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  in  order  to  join  the  Confederate 
army.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Hardee’s  Company, 
Third  Florida  Volunteers,  and  served  in  it  for  some 
time,  later  being  transferred  to  another  company  in 
the  same  regiment.  He  saw  a great  deal  of  active 
warfare,  going  with  his  regiment  from  the  eastern 
coast  to  Tallahassee  and  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge at  the  close  of  the  war.  Immediately  after- 
ward he  joined  a fishing  party  and  with  them  came 
down  the  river,  landing  on  the  present  site  of  New 


Smyrna  in  1867.  For  some  time  thereafter  he  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business  but  in  1869  turned  his  attention 
to  hotel  keeping,  becoming  the  proprietor  of  the  Shel- 
don House.  From  1871  to  1873  he  resided  in  Oak 
Hill,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business,  return- 
ing at  the  end  of  three  years  to  New  Smyrna,  where 
he  formed  a partnership  with  T.  J.  Murray  under  the 
firm  name  of  Sams  & Murray  in  the  conduct  of  a 
general  store.  In  1882  he  again  went  to  Oak  Hill  and 
erected  a hotel,  which  he  managed  until  1884  hi  part- 
nership with  H.  J.  Faulkner,  when  he  purchased  the 
Ocean  House  in  New  Smyrna,  which  he  and  his  son 
still  conduct.  This  is  a fine  modern  hostelry  and  has 
fifty  rooms  facing  the  ocean.  It  is  complete  and  up- 
to-date  in  every  detail,  equipped  with  all  the  conven- 
iences and  accessories  of  the  finer  modern  hotels, 
nothing  being  left  undone  which  might  add  to  the 
comfort  of  the  guests.  Under  Mr.  Sams’  able  manage- 
ment it  has  prospered  steadily  and  is  now  one  of  the 
best  institutions  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

In  1869  Mr.  Sams  married  Miss  Zelia  Sheldon,  of 
New  Smyrna,  a daughter  of  John  Dwight  and  Jane 
(Murray)  Sheldon,  early  residents  in  that  city  and 
after  the  war  the  only  people  with  one  exception  to 
remain  upon  the  townsite.  Mr.  Sheldon  died  in  1863. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sams  became  the  parents  of  six  children : 
Frank  Sheldon,  who  lives  in  New  Smyrna;  Harry 
Hopkins,  who  is  in  the  real-estate  business  in  the  same 
city;  William  Jackson,  who  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  conduct  of  the  hotel ; Murray,  an  attor- 
ney at  law  in  De  Land,  Florida ; Cornelia,  who  married 
L.  E.  Wilson ; and  Anna  Zelia,  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  B. 
Bouchelle,  of  New  Smyrna. 

For  over  a quarter  of  a century  Francis  W.  Sams 
has  been  active  in  local  politics  and  one  of  the  leaders 
in  all  progressive  public  movements.  In  1885  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  life  saving  stations 
of  the  seventh  district,  extending  from  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  to  Key  West,  Florida,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  for  five  years,  or  until  he  was  removed 
by  President  McKinley  to  make  place  for  a republican 
official.  He  was  afterward  nominated  by  acclamation 
as  a candidate  to  the  state  senate,  was  elected  by  a large 
majority  and  served  for  twelve  years,  standing  con- 
sistently during  that  time  on  the  side  of  right,  reform 
and  progress  and  aiding  in  the  passing  of  much  bene- 
ficial and  constructive  legislation.  He  served  as  mayor 
of  New  Smyrna  and  as  a member  of  the  city  council 
from  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  city  until 
1908  and  did  a great  deal  to  promote  the  advancement 
of  the  community  along  lines  of  social,  economic  and 
business  progress. 

Mr.  Sams  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  has  still  another  claim  to  distinc- 
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tion,  being  known  as  one  of  the  best  fishing  and  limit- 
ing guides  in  Florida.  During  the  many  years  he  has 
resided  in  this  section  his  honorable  and  upright  stand- 
ards, his  straightforward  character  and  high  ideals 
have  become  widely  recognized  and  have  gained  for 
him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  are  associated 
with  him. 


JAMES  W.  CHASE. 

James  W.  Chase,  one  of  the  most  popular  and  promi- 
nent of  the  winter  residents  of  Miami,  has  for  the  past 
twelve  years  spent  his  winters  in  the  city,  where  he  has 
become  extensively  interested  in  business,  being  today 
the  owner  of  the  Hotel  Plaza  and  a large  holder  of 
city  and  county  real  estate.  He  was  born  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  August  13,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  George  W. 
and  Catharine  (Davis)  Chase.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  England  but  met  and  were  married  in  the 
city  of  Montreal,  where  the  father  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a shipbuilder  for  some  time.  He  now  makes 
his  home  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  having  survived  his 
wife  for  several  years. 

Tames  W.  Chase  spent  his  childhood  partly  in 
Montreal  and  partly  in  Toronto  and  Port  Colborne, 
Ontario,  and  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  learned  the 
shipbuilding  business,  at  which  he  continued  until  he 
was  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  He  then  turned  his 
attention  to  contracting  and  building  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  rising  through  successive  stages  of  progress 
and  advancement  to  be  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  that  city.  He  is  today  president  of  the  Chase  Con- 
struction Company  and  the  Chase  Development  Com- 
pany, two  of  the  largest  business  concerns  of  Buffalo, 
and  he  and  his  two  sons,  Lee  J.  and  Millard  H.  Chase 
own  all  of  the  stock  in  both  enterprises. 

Mr.  Chase  has  spent  the  past  twelve  winters  in 
Miami  and  has  become  a large  property  owner  in 
Dade  county.  In  1910  he  supervised  the  erection  of 
the  Hotel  Plaza,  fronting  on  Biscayne  Bay,  and  made 
it  one  of  the  finest  of  the  many  hotels  of  which  Miami 
is  justly  proud.  The  Plaza  has  one  hundred  rooms 
tastefully  and  luxuriously  furnished  and  is  equipped 
with  all  the  conveniences  and  accessories  necessary 
for  the  comfort  of  the  guests.  It  represents  an  invest- 
ment of  sixty  thousand  dollars  and  is  owned  entirely 
by  the  Chase  Construction  Company  of  Buffalo.  In 
the  course  of  his  residence  in  Miami  Mr.  Chase  has 
invested  heavily  in  real  estate  and  has  now  valuable 
holdings,  including  a fine  ten  acre  grapefruit  grove, 
five  and  one  half  miles  west  of  Miami,  which  he 
planted  in  1902  and  which  is  now  in  splendid  bearing 
condition. 


On  the  29th  of  June,  1887,  Mr.  Chase  married  in 
Lockport,  New  York,  Miss  Ida  Eshbaugh,  a daughter 
of  William  H.  Eshbaugh,  a pioneer  in  that  city  and  a 
prominent  contractor  and  builder.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chase  have  three  children,  Lee  J.,  Gertrude  K.  and 
Millard  H.  Both  sons  are  officers  of  the  Chase  Con- 
struction Company  and  the  Chase  Development  Com- 
pany, the  former  being  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
construction  company  and  vice  president  of  the  devel- 
opment concern.  The  latter  is  vice  president  of  the 
construction  company  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  development  company. 

Mr.  Chase  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a member  also  of  the  Protected 
Home  Circle.  He  is  a man  of  many  sterling  traits  of 
character,  honorable  in  business,  progressive  in  citi- 
zenship, and  at  all  times  trustworthy  and  reliable. 


J.  LOUIS  HORSEY,  M.  D. 

The  name  of  Dr.  J.  Louis  Horsey  has  come  to  be 
regarded  in  Fernandina  as  a synonym  for  progress  and 
advancement  along  many  lines,  for  he  is  not  only  a 
successful  physician  and  surgeon  but  also  a leader  in 
the  promotion  of  all  civic  projects  making  for  com- 
munity expansion  and  development.  He  has  inter- 
ested himself  in  many  lines  of  activity  and  in  so  doing- 
lias  gained  prominence  and  distinction,  being  num- 
bered today  among  the  men  of  substantial  worth  and 
marked  ability  in  the  city. 

Dr.  Horsey  was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
in  1856  and  is  a son  of  John  Reed  and  Louise  (Mc- 
Caa)  Horsey.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  remaining  there 
until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
Florida,  settling  in  Fernandina,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  later  entered  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Pharmacy  and  after  receiving  his  degree  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  drug  business,  conducting  a prof- 
itable enterprise  of  that  character  until  1882,  when 
he  determined  to  study  medicine.  He  accordingly 
entered  the  Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  at  Charleston,  and  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1885.  He  opened  an  office  in 
Fernandina  and  has  since  been  in  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession  here.  He  possesses  a comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  underlying  principles  of  medicine, 
an  understanding  of  the  true  and  ultimate  pur- 
poses of  life,  combined  with  a keen  sense  of  the 
responsibilities  which  rest  upon  him,  and  in  conse- 
quence is  an  able  and  successful  physician.  He  has 
made  his  ability  more  widely  effective  through  his 
services  as  assistant  state  health  officer,  a position 
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which  he  held  from  1890  to  1902,  and  also  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Medical  Board  and  a member  of  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Service,  in  charge  of 
national  quarantine.  In  this  office  he  has  served  in 
an  able  and  efficient  way  since  1901. 

Aside  from  his  professional  interests  Dr.  Horsey 
has  done  splendid  work  for  Fernandina  along  other 
lines,  for  since  taking  up  his  residence  here  he  has 
been  active  in  public  affairs,  cooperating  heartily  in 
all  progressive  public  movements.  He  is  serving  as 
county  commissioner,  is  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  altogether  is  a man  of  varied  interests,  all 
of  which  he  has  made  factors  in  the  general  growth 
of  the  community. 

In  1887  Dr.  Horsey  married  Miss  Frances  Johns- 
ton, of  Tallahassee,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a son 
and  three  daughters.  Dr.  Florsey  is  a member  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  since  1910 
has  done  excellent  work  as  exalted  ruler  of  his  lodge, 
leading  in  the  work  of  buying  and  furnishing  their 
headquarters  and  bringing  the  local  organization  from 
an  obscure  and  neglected  position  to  its  present  high 
standing.  In  professional  and  social  life  he  holds  to 
high  standards  and  enjoys  in  large  measure  the  confi- 
dence and  trust  of  those  with  whom  he  is  brought  in 
contact  in  every  relation  of  life. 


CHARLES  E.  WILSON. 

Charles  E.  Wilson,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Verdict  at  Chipley,  has  been  for  many  years  closely 
identified  with  journalistic  interests  in  Florida  and  in 
the  conduct  of  his  present  enterprise  has  made  his  ex- 
perience and  ability  the  foundation  of  a gratifying  de- 
gree of  success.  He  was  born  in  Pitt  county,  North 
Carolina,  September  10,  i860,  and  is  a son  of  Edward 
A.  and  Mary  A.  (Taylor)  Wilson,  natives  of  that  sec- 
tion, the  former  a Methodist  minister  and  a member  of 
the  Winthrop  Regulars  in  the  Confederate  army  during 
the  Civil  war.  They  came  to  Florida  in  1890  and  the 
father  died  in  this  state  in  January,  1910,  his  wife 
surviving  him  only  six  months.  In  their  family  were 
five  children : Charles  E.,  of  this  review ; Herbert  Leon, 
who  lives  in  San  Francisco;  Laura  E.,  deceased; 
one,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Ernest  L.,  who  passed 
away  when  he  was  still  a child. 

Charles  E.  Wilson  is  in  all  essential  respects  a self- 
made  man,  for  he  began  his  independent  career  at  the 
age  of  ten  and  he  has  since  been  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources  and  has  worked  his  own  way  upward 
to  success.  He  learned  the  printer’s  trade  and  followed 
it  until  he  was  fourteen  and  at  that  age  joined  a circus, 
retaining  his  connection  with  it  until  1896.  In  that 


year  he  first  became  identified  with  newspaper  work  as 
a member  of  the  staff  of  the  Morning  Journal  in  St. 
Augustine,  a position  which  he  held  for  one  year 
before  going  to  Jacksonville  and  two  years  later  to 
Pensacola.  On  the  8th  of  June,  1906,  he  founded  the 
\ erdict  at  Chipley  and  has  since  remained  its  proprie- 
tor, its  prosperous  condition  and  large  circulation  in- 
dicating his  efficient  management  and  his  ability  in 
journalistic  work. 

In  1895  Mr.  Wilson  married  Miss  Sarah  Elma 
Strange,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
one  who  died  in  infancy;  Archie  S.,  who  is  in  business 
with  his  father;  Lloyd  E.,  deceased;  and  Homer  F., 
who  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  is  interested  in  public 
affairs  and,  while  never  an  office  seeker,  has  in  all  the 
relations  of  his  life  shown  an  interest  and  an  ability 
which  have  made  him  a valued  member  of  the  com- 
munity. 


CHARLES  W.  NORTON. 

No  farmer  in  Jackson  county  has  achieved  greater 
success  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising  than 
Charles  W.  Norton,  whose  attractive  homestead  is 
situated  near  Marianna  and  comprises  one  thousand 
acres.  He  was  born  in  Marion  county,  South  Carolina, 
February  10,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  Elias  and  Annie 
(Norton)  Norton,  the  former  a native  of  Georgia  and 
the  latter  of  South  Carolina.  The  father  was  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  that  conflict,  and  was  afterward  a large 
planter.  Lie  died  in  November,  1912.  His  wife  has 
also  passed  away.  To  their  union  were  born  five 
children:  William  B.,  of  Cypress,  Florida;  Robert  L., 
of  the  same  city ; Bettie,  the  widow  of  George  Rix,  of 
Georgia ; Lavada,  deceased ; and  Charles  W.,  of  this 
review.  Elias  Norton  was  twice  married,  his  second 
union  having  been  with  Miss  Addie  Byrd,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  John,  of  Monticello,  Florida. 

Charles  W.  Norton  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  left  South  Carolina 
and  came  to  Florida,  where  for  four  years  he  worked 
in  the  employ  of  others,  and  then  established  himself 
as  a manufacturer  of  turpentine,  continuing  in  this 
occupation  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Marianna,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  one  thousand  acres. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  is 
also  interested  in  turpentine  manufacturing,  all  the 
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branches  of  his  business  being  efficiently  conducted  and, 
therefore,  profitable. 

Mr.  Norton  married  Miss  Lottie  J.  Dyke,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Charles  W.,  Jr.  Fraternally  Mr.  Norton 
is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  his 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party. 
Flis  religious  views  are  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of 
the  Baptist  church.  He  is  an  active  and  willing  worker 
for  the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of  the  county  along 
many  lines  and  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  all  who 
know  him,  while  his  acquaintance  covers  a wide  terri- 
tory because  of  the  extent  of  his  business  interests. 


JAMES  LAWRENCE  JOHNSON. 

James  Lawrence  Johnson,  now  so  efficiently  serving 
as  cashier  of  the  Island  City  National  Bank,  a position 
to  which  he  has  risen  through  his  own  industry,  per- 
severance and  well  directed  labors,  is  one  of  Key 
West's  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the 
city  January  27,  1877.  His  father,  Frederick  William 
Johnson,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  here,  having 
removed  with  his  parents  from  his  birthplace  on  the 
Suwanee  river  to  Key  West  when  he  was  still  an  infant. 
He  spent  practically  his  entire  life  in  this  city,  where 
he  is  now  an  honored  and  respected  resident,  holding 
the  position  of  deputy  United  States  marshal  for  the 
southern  district  of  Florida.  The  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Har- 
riet E.  Packer,  a native  of  Mystic,  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  Key  West  with  her  father,  Josephus  F.  Packer, 
in  her  girlhood.  She  passed  away  April  1,  1901. 

James  Lawrence  Johnson  was  reared  in  Key  West 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  city  schools,  laying 
aside  his  books  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  in  order  to 
begin  his  independent  career.  For  some  time  there- 
after he  engaged  in  various  occupations,  being  at 
different  periods  a newsboy  and  an  employe  in  a pine- 
apple canning  factory.  He  afterward  entered  the 
United  States  engineer’s  office  at  Key  West  and,  al- 
though he  was  yet  a boy,  he  proved  capable,  efficient 
and  reliable  and  after  holding  his  first  position  for  a 
short  time  was  advanced  to  the  office  of  timekeeper  and 
then  to  clerk.  He  resigned  in  1901  in  order  to  enter 
the  engineer  corps  of  the  United  States  army,  becoming 
a member  of  the  Third  Battalion.  He  continued  in  this 
service  for  three  years  and  was  for  one  year  and  a 
half  of  that  time  stationed  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
later  at  Fort  Totten,  Long  Island,  seeing  afterward  one 
year’s  service  in  the  Philippine  islands,  chiefly  at  Man- 
ila. Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  on 
the  14th  of  June,  1904,  he  returned  to  the  United  States 
and  soon  afterward  came  again  to  Key  West,  where 


two  years  later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Island 
City  National  Bank  as  messenger.  He  soon  won  the 
confidence  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  this  institu- 
tion and  by  being  entrusted  first  with  one  duty  and 
then  another  he  learned  the  banking  business  in  prin- 
ciple and  detail,  .filling  at  different  times  all  the  posi- 
tions in  the  bank  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
president  and  vice  president.  In  1910  he  was  made 
cashier  of  the  institution  and  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  he  has  since  held  these  responsible  posi- 
tions, winning  the  confidence  of  those  over  him  and  the 
good-will  and  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1907,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ruby  Constance  Johnson, 
a native  of  Key  West  and  a daughter  of  William  A. 
Johnson,  a well  known  resident  of  this  city.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnson  have  two  children:  Ruby  Janet,  aged 
five;  and  James  Lawrence,  Jr.,  aged  four.  Mr.  John- 
son is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Pru- 
dential Benefit  Association.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Key  West  Board  of  Trade  and  is  at  all  times  eager  to 
advance  the  best  interests  of  the  city  and  the  growth  of 
its  business  institutions.  He  is  today  one  of  Key 
West's  most  respected  and  honored  native  sons  and 
his  success  is  the  more  creditable  to  him  since  it  has 
been  achieved  entirely  through  his  own  persistent  labor, 
industry  and  enterprise  and  since  it  has  been  at  all 
times  well  and  worthily  used. 


ANTONIO  MARTINEZ. 

Antonio  Martinez,  who  understands  the  cigar  manu- 
facturing business  in  principle  and  detail  and  who  is 
making  effective  application  of  his  knowledge  in  the 
operation  of  a large  factory  in  Jacksonville,  was  born 
in  Grado,  Spain,  May  19,  1878,  a son  of  Jose  and  Maria 
Martinez.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  community,  attending  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to  Cuba,  complet- 
ing his  studies  in  the  schools  on  that  island.  When  he 
was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began  learning  the 
cigar-making  business  and  continued  working  at  it  in 
Cuba  until  1894,  when  he  came  to  Florida,  locating  in 
Tampa,  where  he  pursued  the  same  vocation  for  some 
time.  From  Tampa  he  went  to  St.  Augustine  and  then 
to  New  York  state,  whence  after  three  years  lie  came 
to  Jacksonville,  settling  here  in  1900.  He  established  a 
small  cigar  factory,  hired  one  man  to  aid  in  its  opera- 
tion and  with  this  as  a beginning  has  gradually  worked 
his  way  upward  to  his  present  position  among  the 
leaders  in  the  industrial  development  of  the  city.  His 
business  expanded  rapidly,  the  capacity  of  the  plant 
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was  increased  and  the  working  force  added  to  from 
time  to  time,  the  business  now  giving  employment  to 
over  sixty  skilled  laborers.  Mr.  Martinez  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  cigar  makers  in  this  section  of  the  state 
and  he  is  besides  a far-sighted,  able  and  discriminating 
business  man,  his  individual  success  being  an  important 
element  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  growth  of 
Jacksonville. 

In  1898  Mr.  Martinez  married  Miss  Julia  Margaret 
Cobb,  of  Cincinnati,  and  they  have  two  children.  He  is 
connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Llks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  he  is  past  sachem 
of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  He  is  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community  and  the 
number  of  his  friends  has  steadily  increased  as  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintance  has  widened. 


CHARLES  R.  DILZER. 

Chai  les  R.  Dilzer,  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  New  Smyrna,  has  since  1893  been  engaged  in  the 
1 eal-estate  business  here.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
earliest  residents  of  the  city  and  for  over  thirty  years 
has  been  a leader  in  various  lines  of  activity,  his 
labors  affecting  in  a vital  way  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana,  November  5,  1854,  and  is  a son  of 
Adam  and  Jane  Eve  (Stemler)  Dilzer,  the  former  a 
harness  manufacturer,  who  had  learned  his  trade  in 
Germany. 

Charles  R.  Dilzer  acquired  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Sparta,  Wisconsin,  Newport,  Kentucky, 
and  Carthage,  Missouri.  He  began  his  independent 
career  as  a clerk  in  a drug  store  in  Carthage,  where 
he  was  employed  for  four  and  a half  years,  and  was 
later  similarly  employed  in  St.  Louis  for  several  years 
and  in  Upper  Alton,  Illinois,  for  two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  St.  Louis,  and  in 
January,  1876,  he  came  to  Volusia  county,  acquiring 
land  fifteen  miles  south  of  New  Smyrna  and  engag- 
ing in  the  cultivation  of  oranges  for  some  time.  Even- 
tually, however,  he  moved  into  the  city,  where  he 
became  manager  of  a general  store  and  acted  as  assist- 
ant postmaster  until  1893,  when  he  established  himself 
in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business,  with  which 
he  is  still  connected.  He  has  a comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  land  values,  acquired  by  long  study  and 
experience,  and  he  has  the  trust  and  confidence  of  his 
patrons  because  he  never  strives  to  take  advantage  of 
ignorance  or  inexperience  in  a business  transaction. 
As  a result  his  business  has  grown  steadily  in  volume 
and  importance  and  his  is  now  one  of  the  substantial 
enterprises  of  the  city. 


Mr.  Dilzer  was  married  April  25,  1889,  to  Miss 
Julia  M.  Lowd,  of  New  Smyrna,  a daughter  of  E.  K. 
Lowd,  Sr.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dilzer  have  three  children : 
Arnold  K.,  who  makes  his  home  in  New  Smyrna; 
Frances  V.,  a teacher  in  the  public  schools;  and 
Julia  M. 

Being  eminently  public-spirited  and  progressive  in 
citizenship,  Mr.  Dilzer  has  always  taken  an  active  part 
in  local  affairs  and  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens  with  several  important  official  positions.  He 
has  been  city  clerk  and  tax  collector  of  New  Smyrna 
and  in  1904  and  again  in  1909  served  as  president  of 
the  city  council,  accomplishing  during  his  term  much 
constructive  and  progressive  work  in  the  interest  of  the 
community.  He  has  been  notary  public  since  1883 
and  in  1912  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  a term 
of  four  years.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Fraternal  Union  of  America  and  religiously  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church.  He  has  made  many 
friends  in  this  city,  where  he  has  resided  for  thirty- 
seven  years  and  where  he  has  attained  the  success 
which  results  from  industry,  ability  and  well  directed 
labor. 


JOHN  PICKENS  TURNER. 

John  Pickens  Turner,  a prominent  and  successful 
contractor  and  builder  in  New  Smyrna,  was  born  in 
Cherokee  county,  Georgia,  December  1,  i860,  a son  of 
B.  H.  and  Eliza  E.  (Brown)  Turner.  He  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state  and 
afterward  came  to  Florida,  settling  in  Titusville,  where 
he  engaged  in  general  merchandising  until  1895.  In 
that  year  he  planted  a vineyard  in  Eldora  and  con- 
ducted it  in  connection  with  gardening  until  he  went 
to  Panama  Park,  where  he  managed  a hotel  until  1898, 
when  he  came  to  New  Smyrna.  For  a time  he  con- 
ducted a bicycle  shop  and  rented  boats  and  launches, 
building  up  a profitable  business  along  these  lines.  Mr. 
Turner  is  now  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  men  in  this  work  in  the  city.  The 
field  of  his  activities  extends  beyond  New  Smyrna  and 
many  of  the  finest  business,  public  and  private  buildings 
throughout  the  county  are  the  products  of  his  skill.  In 
Daytona  he  erected  the  public  library  as  well  as  a great 
many  of  the  prominent  business  houses  and  residences 
and  in  this  city  built  besides  his  own  brick  and  concrete 
block,  seventy  by  seventy-two  feet  in  dimensions,  a 
cement  block,  a garage  and  three  stores,  two  of  which 
are  two  stories  in  height.  He  is  recognized  as  a re- 
liable and  trustworthy  business  man,  faithful  always 
to  the  terms  of  a contract  and  thoroughly  modern  and 
progressive  in  his  methods  and  standards. 


CHARLES  R.  DILZER 
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Mr.  Turner  married  Miss  Nellie  V.  Chestain,  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  John  P.,  Jr.;  William  Lewis;  and  Lily,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  Mr.  Turner  is  a public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen  and  is  interested  and 
active  in  many  phases  of  community  life.  He  served  as 
city  clerk  and  also  as  tax  assessor,  discharging  the 
duties  of  these  offices  in  a conscientious,  able  and 
efficient  manner.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  thirty-second 
degree  and  in  which  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  Templar. 
He  is  affiliated  also  with  the  Fraternal  Union.  He  has 
made  a creditable  record  in  business  and  in  the  public 
service,  his  course  being  marked  by  continuous  progress 
gained  through  the  ready  utilization  of  every  opportu- 
nity that  has  been  presented  to  him. 


JOHN  AUSTIN  HALL. 

John  Austin  Hall,  a pioneer  resident  of  Miami  and 
one  of  the  leading  real-estate  owners  and  dealers  in  the 
city,  was  born  near  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  county, 
New  York,  June  23,  1845.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Elsie  (Aiken)  Hall,  both  of  whom  were  born  and 
reared  in  Chautauqua  county  and  both  of  whom  died 
in  that  locality. 

On  both  sides  John  A.  Hall  is  of  English  ancestry. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  community  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  state. 
In  early  manhood  he  went  west  and  spent  three  years 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  later  going  to  Colorado,  where 
he  engaged  in  prospecting,  mining,  ranching  and  mer- 
chandising for  twelve  years.  Returning  east  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  he  settled  in  New  York  city  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Wilcox  & Gibbs  Manufac- 
turing Company,  the  first  manufacturers  of  the  Singer 
sewing  machine.  Mr.  Hall  retained  this  position  from 
1893  to  1895  and  then  made  another  trip  to  the  Pacific 
coast,  remaining  for  some  time  in  California.  In 
January,  1897,  he  came  to  Florida,  making  a perma- 
nent location  in  the  new  and  growing  city  of 
Miami,  with  whose  business  interests  he  has  been 
prominently  connected  since  that  time.  Although  he 
had  previously  spent  some  years  in  California  and 
was  a great  admirer  of  the  climate  and  business  con- 
ditions in  that  state,  when  he  was  ready  to  settle 
permanently  he  chose  Florida  as  a place  of  residence, 
believing  its  climate  to  be  far  superior  to  that  of  the 
great  state  on  the  Pacific  coast.  He  built  the  second 
substantial  cottage  in  Miami  and  has  since  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  building  up  of  the  community. 
Having  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the 
north  and  west,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing 


to  the  city  and  to  Dade  county  a large  number  of  in- 
vestors, among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Rev.  S.  G. 
Merrick,  Dr.  H.  G.  G.  Fink  and  many  others  who 
have  become  permanent  residents.  Since  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Miami,  Mr.  Hall  has  engaged  in  buy- 
ing, improving  and  selling  real  estate  and  has  been 
very  successful  in  this  line  of  work,  being  today  the 
owner  of  a large  amount  of  valuable  city  property, 
to  the  exploitation  and  sale  of  which  he  is  now  giving 
his  entire  attention.  He  has  a just  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  land  values  and  is  known  as  a keen, 
far-sighted  and  progressive  business  man  whose  judg- 
ment is  seldom  if  ever  at  fault  and  whose  integrity 
stands  as  an  unquestioned  fact  in  his  career. 

Mr.  Hall  has  been  twice  married  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter. Mabel,  the  wife  of  John  W.  King,  a prominent 
architect -of  Miami.  Elis  present  wife  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Eva  A.  Green,  of  Oswego,  New 
York. 

Mr.  Hall  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  able  and 
successful  men  in  Miami  and  is,  moreover,  entitled  to 
a place  in  this  volume  as  one  of  the  honored  veterans 
of  the  Civil  war.  Fie  served  for  two  years  and  a half 
in  the  Union  army  as  a member  of  the  Eighth  Iowa 
Infantry  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  after  which  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. He  is  a writer  of  great  ability  and  for  two 
years,  while  on  the  Pacific  coast,  was  on  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  California  Illustrated  Magazine,  pub- 
lished in  San  Francisco.  He  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
church  and  his  upright  and  honorable  life  has  been  in 
accord  with  the  principles  he  professes.  Since  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  in  Miami  he  has  become  deeply 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  exerts  his 
influence  in  every  way  possible  for  its  development 
and  upbuilding.  Fie  occupies  a prominent  position 
in  the  community,  which  is  due  not  so  much  to  his 
success  along  material  lines  as  to  the  many  excellent 
qualities  in  his  character  by  which  it  was  attained. 


D.  J.  WILLOUGHBY. 

The  name  of  D.  J.  Willoughby  is  closely  connected 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  Florida  and 
also  with  the  expansion  of  the  turpentine  business 
which  has  proven  an  important  source  of  income  in 
this  state.  Mr.  Willoughby,  who  is  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  now  resides  in  Malone  where  he  owns  a 
handsome  and  comfortable  home  surrounded  by  four 
acres  of  valuable  land.  Fie  is  one  of  those  men  who, 
recognizing  the  opportunities  of  this  state,  are  willing 
to  back  their  own  judgment,  the  wisdom  of  which 
course  has  been  shown  in  subsequent  results.  Making 


708 


FLORIDA 


up  Ins  mind  that  Florida  is  deserving  of  all  and  a 
great  deal  more  than  what  is  claimed  for  it,  he  came 
here  in  1900  and  but  a few  years  of  well  employed 
effort  placed  him  in  a substantial  position  among  the 
citizens  of  the  locality  in  which  he  lives.  Born  Janu- 
ary 20,  1858,  he  is  a son  of  Riley  and  Elizabeth 
(Davis)  Willoughby,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  both  now  deceased.  The  former  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  during  his  entire  active  career  and, 
being  a man  of  circumspection,  attained  creditable 
success.  Fie  was  the  father  of  eight  children  of  whom 
four  are  now  living,  namely:  Henrietta,  the  wife  of 
John  Belch,  of  Robeson  county,  North  Carolina;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Conoly ; D.  J.,  of  this  review;  and  Sidney  C., 
who  makes  his  home  in  Alabama. 

D.  J.  Willoughby  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  while  attending  the  schools  near  his  father’s 
farm  helped  in  the  work  of  the  homestead  acquainting 
himself  with  the  details  and  methods  of  agriculture 
under  the  able  guidance  of  his  father.  He  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  at 
that  period  of  his  career  set  forth  on  his  own  account 
and  removed  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  remained 
until  1900,  when  he  came  to  Jackson  county,  Florida, 
attracted  by  the  opportunities  for  advancement  offered 
by  this  section.  Here  he  engaged  successfully  in  the 
turpentine  business  which  he  followed  until  1909,  own- 
ing five  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  from  which  he 
drew  his  supply.  At  one  time  he  held  title  to  ten 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land  in  this 
locality,  on  a part  of  which  the  town  of  Malone  is  now 
situated  and  which  he  later  sold.  Before  coming  to 
Florida  he  was  engaged  for  four  years  in  conducting 
a hotel  in  Dauphin,  Alabama,  and  success  attended 
his  efforts  along  that  line.  He  now  lives  in  Malone, 
looking  after  his  interests  in  a beautiful  home,  which 
is  surrounded  by  four  acres  of  ground  and  where  he 
and  his  wife  extend  a warm-hearted  hospitality  to 
their  many  friends. 

Mr.  Willoughby  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Minnie  Lee  Owens,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Trixie  Belle,  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Barnes.  Previously  he  had  wedded  Miss  Hettie 
Owens,  who  passed  away,  leaving  seven  children, 
namely : Katie  Lee,  the  wife  of  W.  D.  Tally,  of 

Malone;  Thomas  J.,  of  Florida;  Bettie,  the  wife  of 
D.  Anderson;  Norman,  who  also  lives  in  this  state; 
Preston,  at  home;  Emma,  who  married  Clarence  Mc- 
Cullough ; and  Thaddeus,  at  home.  The  family  are 
adherents  of  the  Baptist  church,  in  the  work  of  which 
they  are  actively  and  helpfully  interested.  Mr.  Wil- 
loughby has  resided  in  Florida  for  only  twelve  years 
but  there  have  occurred  fundamental  changes  in  the 
development  of  the  state  in  that  time  and  he  has  not 
only  been  an  interested  witness  thereto  but  has  been 


serviceable  in  bringing  about  the  present  prosperous 
conditions.  Highly  respected,  he  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  foremost  business  men  and  agriculturists  of  this 
section  and  is  esteemed  as  much  for  the  high  qual- 
ities of  his  mind  and  character  that  have  made  this 
success  possible  as  for  the  material  results  that  he  has 
obtained.  The  growth  and  expansion  of  Malone  is  to 
a large  extent  due  to  his  activities  along  business  lines 
and  all  who  know  him  readily  concede  the  value  of 
his  labors  in  the  advancement  of  this  region. 


GEORGE  A.  LOGAN. 

Representing  important  farming  and  stock-raising 
interests,  George  A.  Logan  owns  a valuable  property 
comprising  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Jackson 
county,  Florida.  Here  he  was  born  September  28, 
1862,  a son  of  William  H.  and  Abbie  Celia  (Bullock) 
Logan,  the  former  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter 
of  Alabama.  The  parents  came  to  Florida  in  1850, 
locating  in  Jackson  county  at  a time  when  the  new  era 
of  agriculture  development  had  not  yet  set  in.  The 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  his  entire 
life  and,  being  frugal  and  industrious,  attained  to  a 
substantial  position  in  his  locality,  also  serving  for  some 
time  as  county  commissioner.  He  served  throughout 
the  Civil  war  in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  army  and 
made  a creditable  and  distinguished  military  record.  He 
has  since  passed  away  but  the  mother  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  at  Cypress.  They  were  the  parents 
of  twelve  children:  George  A.,  of  this  review;  Mary, 
deceased;  Arthur,  of  Jackson  county;  Ella,  Amy, 
Joseph  Wood  and  Addie,  all  deceased;  Laura,  the  wife 
of  R.  L.  Norton,  of  Cypress;  Mattie,  who  married  Dr. 
McLeod,  of  Cypress ; William  IT.,  of  Sneads,  Florida ; 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Jennings,  of  Hamilton 
county,  Florida  ; and  Albert,  of  Cypress. 

George  A.  Logan  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm, 
attending  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  in  acquiring 
his  education.  Early  he  helped  his  father  with  the 
duties  on  the  farm,  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
details  and  methods  of  agriculture  which  were  em- 
ployed upon  the  homestead.  At  the  age  of  twenty, 
however,  he  left  his  parents  and  went  to  Greenwood, 
where  he  worked  along  agricultural  and  commercial 
lines  for  a period  of  four  years.  He  then  owned  for 
some  time  a gristmill  and  a cotton  mill  but  later  sold 
out  and  came  to  a place  six  miles  east  of  Marianna, 
where  he  purchased  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
fertile  land,  on  which  he  has  resided  ever  since.  As  the 
years  have  passed  he  has  brought  his  land  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  has  installed  such  equipment 
and  machinery  as  is  considered  indispensable  to  modern 
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farming.  He  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  his 
property  and  its  appearance  bespeaks  the  prosperity  of 
its  owner.  He  specializes  along  lines  of  stock-raising 
and  has  attained  excellent  results  in  this  branch  of  his 
undertakings. 

George  A.  Logan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mattie  L.  Gammon  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children:  Henry  A.,  deceased;  Isaac  E.,  of 
Jackson  county,  Florida;  Jefferson  D.,  of  Hamilton 
county,  this  state;  George  A.,  John  G.,  Dallas  W.  and 
Forrest  W.,  all  at  home;  Mattie  L.,  attending  high 
school  at  Jennings,  Hamilton  county,  Florida;  William 
H.  and  Abbie  C.,  at  home ; and  Robert  J.,  also  at  home. 
George  A.  Logan  is  a Methodist  in  his  religious  faith 
and  gives  his  moral  and  material  support  to  the  local 
organization  affiliated  with  that  denomination.  A high- 
minded  man  of  strong  character,  he  set  out  in  the  world 
to  make  a success  and  through  industry  and  energy 
has  reached  the  goal,  being  recognized  as  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  this  part  of  the  state,  where  he  is 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  on  account  of  his  sterling 
traits  of  character  and  where  he  has  made  many  friends 
who  admire  him  for  his  attainments  and  his  qualities 
which  have  made  his  success  possible. 


WALTER  F.  COACHMAN. 

It  is  not  so  much  that  opportunity  does  not  come  to 
each  individual,  but  that  lie  does  not  recognize  his 
opportunity  when  it  arrives.  Upon  this  depends  his 
success  or  failure  in  the  world.  It  is  an  old  adage 
that  opportunity  knocks  but  once,  yet  life  seems  to 
prove  the  contrary,  for  each  day  and  each  hour  holds 
its  possibilities  for  successful  achievement,  and  the 
man  who  wins  advancement  is  he  who  makes  his 
time,  his  effort  and  his  talent  count  for  the  utmost. 
Realizing  this  truth,  Walter  F.  Coachman  has  worked 
his  way  continuously  upward  since  he  started  out,  a 
boy  of  twelve  years,  to  earn  his  living  as  a telegraph 
operator.  Step  by  step  he  has  advanced  until  he  is 
today  counted  one  of  Jacksonville’s  progressive  and 
prosperous  business  men,  controlling  important  com- 
mercial and  real-estate  interests. 

Mr.  Coachman  was  born,  December  31,  1864,  a 
son  of  Colonel  Benjamin  A.  and  Caroline  (Ford) 
Coachman.  His  father,  a native  of  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina,  commanded  a regiment  of  Confed- 
erate troops  in  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  a valued  resi- 
dent of  Jacksonville.  He  removed  with  his  family 
to  Florida  during  the  childhood  of  Walter  F.  Coach- 
man, who  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Key 
West  and  Cedar  Key,  and  started  out  in  life  on  his 
own  account  when  a lad  of  twelve  years,  having  pre- 


viously learned  telegraphy  when  attending  school  at 
Cedar  Key.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  at  Tampa,  where  he 
remained  for  several  years,  and  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  became  station  master  at  Bronson  on  the 
Florida  Railroad.  For  a number  of  years  thereafter 
he  was  connected  with  railway  interests  in  various 
capacities,  acting  as  local  freight  agent  at  Jacksonville 
for  the  Florida  Central  & Peninsular  Railroad  for 
ten  years,  while  from  1897  until  1899  he  was 
assistant  general  freight  agent  of  the  same  road  with 
headquarters  at  Jacksonville.  Upon  his  retirement 
from  that  position  he  turned  his  attention  to  inde- 
pendent business  ventures,  organizing  the  Florida 
Naval  Stores  & Commission  Company,  which  was  in- 
corporated with  a capital  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  and  has  become  a very  important  factor  in  the 
development  of  the  naval  stores  resources  of  the 
state.  He  was  vice  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  company  until  its  reorganization  under  the 
name  of  the  Consolidated  Naval  Stores  Company,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  the  president.  In  this  con- 
nection he  has  developed  a business  of  extensive  pro- 
portions, its  annual  sales  reaching  a large  figure  and 
placing  him  among  the  prosperous  merchants  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Coachman  is  furthermore  connected  with 
important  business  affairs  through  his  extensive  inter- 
ests in  real  estate  in  Duval  county,  his  holdings  ex- 
ceeding those  of  almost  every  other  man.  Success 
has  come  to  him  quickly  and  he  today  occupies  a com- 
manding position  in  business  circles.  From  time  to 
time  he  has  become  connected  with  other  important 
business  projects,  being  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Taclcsonville  Knitting  Company  and  the  Acworth 
Mining  Company.  His  judgment  concerning  business 
matters  is  sound,  his  discrimination  keen  and  his  en- 
terprise unfaltering.  He  seems  to  at  once  recognize 
the  difficulties  and  the  possibilities  of  any  business 
situation  and  sets  to  work  to  obviate  the  former  and 
utilize  the  latter  with  the  result  that  his  achievement 
has  placed  him  in  the  foremost  rank  of  Florida's  suc- 
cessful business  men. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1886,  Mr.  Coachman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  A.  Moore  of  Green 
Cove  Springs  and  they  have  four  children:  Mary 

Moore,  Helen  Anna,  Walter  F.,  Jr.,  and  Charles 
Rogers.  The  commercial  prominence  of  the  family 
is  manifest  in  the  fact  that  the  hospitality  of  Jack- 
sonville’s best  homes  is  freely  accorded  to  them,  while 
their  own  home  is  the  center  of  many  attractive  social 
functions.  Mr.  Coachman  belongs  to  the  Seminole 
Club,  to  the  Country  Club  and  to  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  His  political  activity,  aside 
from  exercising  his  right  of  franchise,  has  been  con- 
fined to  a term  of  service  as  a member  of  the  city  conn- 
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cil,  for  he  prefers  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 
private  business  affairs.  He  is,  however,  never  re- 
miss in  the  duties  of  citizenship,  cooperates  in  move- 
ments for  the  general  good  and  aids  in  all  the  projects 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  which  he  is  a member,  to 
further  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  Jacksonville. 
What  he  has  already  accomplished  augurs  well  for 
the  future,  and  it  is  a recognized  fact  that  his  efforts 
are  not  alone  a source  of  individual  benefit  but  of 
public  prosperity  as  well. 


ROYAL  PAYNE  HAMLIN. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  by  the  consensus  of 
public  opinion  one  of  the  most  able  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  Volusia  county  bar  is  Royal  Payne 
Hamlin,  of  De  Land,  now  serving  as  county  solicitor. 
He  is  a native  son  of  the  city,  born  August  26,  1884, 
his  parents  being  Arthur  G.  and  Ella  (Payne)  Hamlin, 
the  former  a prominent  attorney  at  law. 

After  acquiring  his  preliminary  education  Royal  P. 
Hamlin  entered  the  John  B.  Stetson  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1907,  completing  a course 
in  the  law  department  in  the  following  year.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  the  same  year  and 
was  made  deputy  circuit  clerk,  an  office  which  he  filled 
creditably  until  1910,  when  he  was  appointed  county 
solicitor.  To  this  office  he  was  elected  in  1912  and  is 
still  serving,  proving  his  ability  and  fitness  by  earnest, 
straightforward  and  creditable  work  and  by  the  excel- 
lent results  which  have  attended  his  labors. 

In  July,  1911,  Mr.  Hamlin  married  Miss  Anna  Atkin- 
son, of  De  Land,  a daughter  of  J.  C.  Atkinson,  a rail- 
road engineer.  Mr.  Hamlin  belongs  to  Daytona  Lodge, 
No.  1141,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  Although  still  a young  man  he  has  made  a 
creditable  record  at  the  bar,  where  his  keen  analytical 
power  and  inductive  reasoning  have  gained  recogni- 
tion and  brought  him  to  a position  of  prominence. 


THOMAS  M.  ATKINSON. 

Probably  no  man  is  better  known  in  Leon  county  as 
a dealer  in  horses  than  Thomas  M.  Atkinson,  who  has 
been  engaged  in  this  line  of  work  since  beginning  his 
active  career.  He  was  born  in  Cairo,  Georgia,  June 
10,  1887,  and  is  a son  of  Hezekiah  and  Keturah 
(Davis)  Atkinson,  natives  of  Georgia.  The  father 
was  a horse  dealer,  following  that  occupation  until  his 
death.  May  19,  1908.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away. 
To  their  union  were  born  nine  children:  Laura,  the 


wife  of  B.  H.  Folk,  of  Grady  county,  Georgia;  John 
H.,  who  lives  in  Tallahassee ; Dora,  who  married  G.  R. 
Battle,  of  Albany,  Georgia;  Arch,  of  Geneva,  Alabama; 
Noah,  who  lives  in  Pelham,  Georgia;  Cleveland,  a resi- 
dent of  Selma,  Mississippi ; Thomas  M.,  of  this  review; 
Walter,  who  lives  in  Montgomery,  Alabama ; and  Pearl, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Belcher,  of  Grady  county,  Georgia. 

Thomas  M.  Atkinson  was  twenty  years  of  age  when 
he  began  his  active  career,  turning  his  attention  to  his 
father’s  business — buying,  selling  and  trading  horses. 
In  this  he  has  since  continued  and  has  become  known 
as  an  expert  judge  of  horse  flesh  and  one  whose  opinion 
is  regarded  as  practically  infallible.  Mr.  Atkinson  also 
conducts  a fine  livery  stable  in  Tallahassee,  where  he 
keeps  twenty  horses,  and  his  straightforward  and  hon- 
orable business  methods  have  brought  him  a gratifying 
degree  of  success. 

Mr.  Atkinson  married,  January  17,  1909,  Miss  Birdie 
Helen  Algero,  a native  of  Florida,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children  : Helen  Constance ; Corbin 
Algero,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months ; and  Alice 
Clevedell.  Mr.  Atkinson  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  While 
still  a young  man  he  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous 
and  successful  business  men  of  Tallahassee  and  pos- 
sesses, moreover,  in  his  energy,  ability  and  industry  a 
guarantee  of  continued  progress  and  advancement. 


W.  J.  HILLMAN. 

W.  J.  Hillman,  living  retired  in  Live  Oak  after  many 
years’  prominent  identification  with  turpentine  interests 
in  Suwanee  county,  was  born  in  Warren,  now  Mc- 
Duffie county,  Georgia,  June  19,  1857.  He  is  a son  of 
John  A.  and  Mary  Wade  (Bolton)  Hillman. 

W.  J.  Hillman  is  a self-made  and  a self-educated 
man,  the  great  success  which  he  has  attained  in  life 
being  entirely  due  to  his  initiative  spirit,  his  business 
discrimination,  his  energy,  industry  and  enterprise. 
He  acquired  a limited  education  in  the  Warren  county 
public  schools  but  the  facilities  along  this  line  were  not 
great  at  that  time,  the  Civil  war  being  just  ended  and 
the  work  of  reconstruction  hardly  begun.  Mr.  Hillman 
has  supplemented  his  early  training  by  wide  reading, 
private  study  and  observation  and  is  today  a well  edu- 
cated and  broadly  informed  man.  When  he  was  four 
years  of  age  his  father  died  and  when  he  was  fifteen 
his  mother  passed  away  and  he  was  thus  left  at  an 
early  age  to  face  the  world  alone.  Three  years  later 
he  came  to  Live  Oak,  arriving  here  when  the  town 
had  not  yet  been  founded.  He  secured  a position  in 
the  turpentine  camps  of  the  county  and  remained  at 
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Ibis  work  until  he  had  mastered  the  details  of  the  busi- 
ness, saving  his  money  and  gradually  accumulating 
enough  to  establish  himself  in  business.  He  started 
on  a small  scale  but,  being  ambitious  and  energetic, 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  development  of  his 
concern,  which  expanded  rapidly,  its  patronage  growing 
in  volume  and  importance  until  he  was  finally  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  foremost  men  engaged  in  this  line 
of  work  in  the  state.  For  a number  of  years  he  derived 
a profitable  income  from  buying  options  on  turpentine 
lands  and  selling  his  holdings  to  the  people  who  flocked 
to  the  county  to  engage  in  the  turpentine  business.  A 
man  of  initiative,  enterprise  and  resourceful  business 
ability,  he  labored  earnestly  for  the  accomplishment  of 
his  success,  acquiring  through  many  years  of  honorable 
and  upright  labor  wealth  and  a distinguished  position 
in  business  circles.  In  1903  he  severed  his  connection 
with  turpentine  interests,  disposed  of  his  business  and 
retired  from  active  life. 

Mr.  Hillman  married,  in  1885,  Miss  Lela  L.  Sur- 
rency,  of  Georgia,  and  both  are  well  known  in  social 
circles  of  this  community.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hillman  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order.  He  has  many 
friends  in  Live  Oak,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for 
thirty-eight  years  and  where  his  constructive  and  pro- 
gressive work  has  influenced  the  development  of  one 
of  the  greatest  industries  in  the  state. 


WILLIAM  I.  BARBER. 

Among  the  most  progressive  and  enterprising  young 
men  in  public  life  in  Kissimmee  is  numbered  William 
I.  Barber,  who  on  January  7,  1913,  took  office  as  tax 
assessor  of  Osceola  county  and  has  already  proved  his 
efficiency  and  ability  in  the  excellent  results  which  have 
attended  his  labors.  He  is  a native  son  of  this  section, 
born  January  19,  1887,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and 
Mamie  (White)  Barber. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  William  I.  Barber 
attended  the  local  public  schools,  but  his  advantages 
along  this  line  were  extremely  limited  for  he  laid  aside 
his  books  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  since  which 
time  he  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources. 
The  self-reliance,  initiative  and  independence  engen- 
dered in  him  at  this  time  have  remained  as  elements  in 
his  character  and  are  important  factors  in  his  success 
today.  He  worked  at  various  occupations  until  he  was 
seventeen  and  then  obtained  a position  as  clerk  in  a 
store,  retaining  it  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  secured  employment  upon  a cattle  ranch,  where 
he  remained  until  1912  when  he  was  elected  tax  as- 
sessor of  Osceola  county.  ITe  assumed  office  January 


7,  1913,  and  is  now  serving,  proving  capable,  conscien- 
tious and  public-spirited  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

On  the  1 1 th  of  January,  1911,  Mr.  Barber  married 
Miss  May  Belle  Patterson  of  Sarpy  county,  Nebraska, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  D.  (Malino)  Patterson. 
The  father  was  a successful  civil  engineer.  The  mother 
was  born  in  South  America,  her  father  having  been 
American  consul  to  one  of  the  South  American  coun- 
tries. Mr.  Barber  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  lodge. 
Lie  is  still  a young  man  but  has  already  reached  a 
gratifying  position  in  official  circles  and  he  possesses 
in  his  ambition,  his  energy  and  enterprise  the  elements 
of  continued  progress  and  advancement. 


WILLIAM  J.  BROWN. 

William  J.  Brown,  proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Biscayne 
in  Miami  and  controlling  also  an  extensive  plumbing 
business  in  the  city,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
April  23,  1879.  He  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
(Mean)  Brown,  the  former  a lighthouse  keeper. 

William  J.  Brown  was  reared  in  Scotland  and  there 
acquired  his  education.  His  early  boyhood  was  spent 
in  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  and  in  those  cities  he 
worked  for  a short  time  at  the  plumber’s  trade.  When 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  John,  two  years  his  senior,  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America,  landing  in  New  York  city.  There  he 
obtained  employment  under  his  cousin,  George  B. 
Johnson,  who  is  still  one  of  the  leading  plumbers  in 
Brooklyn,  and  with  him  remained  for  a number  of 
years,  becoming  very  proficient  at  his  trade,  which  he 
mastered  in  principle  and  detail. 

Mr.  Brown  came  to  Miami  about  1903  and  has  ever 
since  been  identified  with  the  plumbing  business  here. 
For  a few  months  he  worked  as  a journeyman  but  soon 
established  himself  in  business  and  has  since  controlled 
a large  and  profitable  enterprise,  his  trade  constantly 
increasing  as  his  ability  has  become  more  widely  known. 
Mr.  Brown  is  today  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
Miami  and  in  the  course  of  years  has  made  very 
judicious  business  investments.  In  1912  he  purchased 
the  Hotel  Biscayne,  the  leading  commercial  hotel  in 
Miami,  and  he  devotes  a great  deal  of  time  to  its 
management,  having  proven  himself  well  qualified  for 
his  new  duties. 

Mr.  Brown  married,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Miss 
Margaret  Johnson,  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Margaret  and  William.  The 
parents  belong  to  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Miami.  Mr.  Brown  is  a member  of  the  Tarpon  and 
Miami  Clubs  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Be- 
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nevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Masonic 
order,  in  which  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  Templar.  He 
is  active  in  the  Good  Roads  Association  and  well  known 
on  the  Board  of  Trade  and  is  always  to  be  found 
among  the  leaders  in  any  work  of  advancement  or 
progress.  He  has  not  only  succeeded  in  material 
things  but  has  also  won  the  confidence  and  friendship 
of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact 
and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  men 
of  the  city. 


MAJOR  THOMAS  J.  WATKINS. 

Major  Thomas  J.  Watkins,  one  of  the  largest  orange 
growers  in  the  state  of  Florida  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  business  men  of  Orlando,  was  born  in 
Jacksonville,  Calhoun  county,  Alabama,  in  1859.  He 
is  a son  of  James  P.  and  Mary  (Walker)  Watkins,  the 
former  a prosperous  farmer  in  Calhoun  county,  Ala- 
bama, and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 

Major  Thomas  J.  Watkins  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Jacksonville  and  at  Calhoun  Col- 
lege and  after  laying  aside  his  books  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  some  time,  afterward  organizing  the  Bank  of 
Attalla,  Alabama,  in  which  he  remained  a director  for 
a number  of  years.  In  that  city  he  also  established  the 
Herald,  which  became  one  of  the  leading  and  influen- 
tial newspapers  in  that  section  of  the  state,  Mr.  Wat- 
kins later  turning  his  attention  from  journalism  to 
real-estate  speculation,  buying  large  amounts  of  valu- 
able iron  and  coal  lands  in  the  Birmingham  district. 
He  is  still  remembered  in  various  parts  of  Alabama  as 
a promoter  and  organizer,  having  erected  the  bank 
building  in  his  home  town  and  having  otherwise  devel- 
oped important  business  interests.  He  was  for  years 
confidential  agent  and  purchasing  agent  for  the  Wood- 
stock  Iron  & Steel  Company  of  Anniston,  Alabama,  and 
did  able  work  in  that  capacity. 

Major  Watkins  came  to  Florida  in  1890  and  located 
in  Rochelle,  Alachua  county,  where  he  immediately 
became  connected  with  the  orange  growing  industry, 
buying  eighty  acres  of  orange  groves.  He  became  a 
dealer  and  a broker  on  an  extensive  scale  and  also  did 
destructive  freeze  he  removed  from  Rochelle  to 
De  Soto  county,  continuing  his  former  line  of  work  but 
a large  and  lucrative  shipping  business.  After  the 
extending  his  interests.  He  invested  heavily  in  orange 
groves  there,  selling  one  of  his  properties  for  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  seven  years  after  acquiring  the 
same,  and  located  at  Nocatee.  He  continued  to  conduct 
his  affairs  in  De  Soto  county  for  ten  years,  coming 
at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Orlando,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  is  today  known  as  one  of  the  largest 


orange  growers  in  the  state  and  by  his  progressive  and 
practical  methods,  his  high  business  standards  and  his 
great  success  has  contributed  something  of  importance 
and  value  to  the  development  of  the  industry. 

Since  taking  up  his  residence  here  Major  Watkins 
has  invested  extensively  in  real  estate  and  now  has 
valuable  holdings  in  Orange  county  and  Orlando.  He 
purchased  the  Charleston  block  from  J.  L.  Giles  and 
the  State  Bank  of  Orlando,  fronting  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  on  Orange  avenue  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  feet  on  Pine  street,  improving  the  building 
and  making  it  a modern,  up-to-date  structure.  Upon 
another  of  his  lots  he  built  the  Grand  Theater  and  the 
Grand  Hotel  at  a total  cost  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 
and  in  this  and  many  other  ways  has  done  much  in  the 
interests  of  the  city.  He  is  now  renovating  the  Grand 
Hotel,  situated  above  the  Grand  Theater,  and  will  have 
one  of  the  best  furnished  hotels  in  the  state  after  the 
work  of  repairs  is  completed.  The  hotel  has  twenty- 
five  rooms,  most  of  them  with  private  baths,  and  is 
tastefully  decorated  throughout.  He  owns  one  of  the 
finest  homes  in  Orlando,  Dixie,  a beautiful  residence 
set  in  the  midst  of  a tropical  garden,  two  acres  in  ex- 
tent, on  Lake  Lucerne.  It  is  handsomely  furnished  in 
the  best  taste,  the  interior  finishings  being  all  of  Florida 
curly  pine. 

Major  Watkins  married  in  1883  Mrs.  Lizzie  E.  Cole- 
man, nee  Ellis,  a daughter  of  Rev.  Enock  Ellis,  a cler- 
gyman in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Both  are 
well  known  in  social  circles  of  Orlando,  where  their  fine 
qualities  of  mind  and  character  have  won  for  them 
many  friends.  Always  an  active  religious  worker, 
Major  Watkins  has  served  for  twenty-five  years  as 
steward  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  and 
has  held  all  the  high  offices  of  his  church  in  the  state 
conference.  Although  not  a politician  in  the  sense  of 
office  seeking,  he  has  always  been  interested  in  public 
affairs  and  while  a resident  of  Alachua  county  was 
chairman  of  the  democratic  county  executive  committee 
and  aided  in  enforcing  the  first  primary  law  in  Florida. 
He  was  not  the  man  who  introduced  the  bill  but  as 
chairman  of  the  county  committee  made  his  county  the 
first  to  adopt  that  system  of  balloting.  Fraternally  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  he  is  also  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a trustee  of  the 
Wesleyan  Female  College  of  Macon,  Georgia,  and  of 
the  Southern  College  located  at  Southern,  near  Tampa, 
Florida,  and  is  well  known  in  educational  circles  of  the 
south.  Major  Watkins  is  a strong  prohibitionist  and 
a forceful  and  influential  worker  in  the  ranks  of  tem- 
perance, and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  betterment 
and  uplifting  of  humanity.  He  is  fearless  in  his  opin- 
ions and  active  in  carrying  out  all  his  undertakings, 
always  doing  well  what  he  sets  out  to  do.  He  is  a man 
of  varied  and  forceful  interests*  of  broad  and  modern 
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views  and  ideals,  successful  in  business,  progressive  in 
citizenship  and  exemplary  in  all  public  and  private  re- 
lations— a valuable  addition  to  the  ranks  of  Orlando's 
prominent  and  successful  men. 


CHARLES  EDWIN  GARNER. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  this  is  an  age  of  com- 
mercialism and  that  America  is  the  exponent  of  the 
spirit  of  the  age.  It  has  sometimes  been  urged,  too, 
that  American  business  men  have  or  find  little  time  for 
activity  outside  the  strict  field  of  business,  that  the 
public  welfare  and  humanitarian  interests  make  little 
demand  upon  them.  Many  instances,  however,  can 
be  cited  showing  that  the  successful  business  man 
cooperates  heartily  in  movements  which  result  bene- 
ficially to  the  majority.  Among  the  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Jacksonville  is  Charles  Edwin  Garner,  who 
has  figured  prominently  in  financial  circles  and  at  the 
same  time  has  ever  been  ready  and  willing  to  aid  in 
movements  for  the  public  good.  Especially  has  he  been 
prominent  at  those  crises  in  Jacksonville’s  history  when 
it  seemed  that  an  untoward  fate  was  attempting  to 
check  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  city.  He 
arrived  here  in  1881  and  now  for  almost  a third  of  a 
century  has  been  a factor  in  advancing  its  public  in- 
terests as  well  as  promoting  its  material  progress. 

Mr.  Garner  was  born  at  New  Albany,  Indiana,  April 
II,  1853,  his  parents  being  P.  M.  and  Mary  Adeline 
(Bence)  Garner.  His  ancestors  were  early  colonial 
settlers  of  Virginia,  his  great-grandfather  having  been 
born  in  that  state  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  He  removed  to  Jessamine  county,  Kentucky, 
but  after  a few  years  made  his  way  northward  with 
his  family  to  Charlestown,  Indiana.  He  was  the  first 
Methodist  minister  in  that  state  and  traveled  what  was 
known  as  the  Silver  Creek  circuit,  covering  about  one 
hundred  miles.  His  salary  was  sixteen  dollars  per 
annum.  The  family  continued  to  reside  in  Indiana 
and  Charles  E.  Garner,  spending  his  youthful  days 
under  the  parental  roof,  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  New  Albany  and  in  a business  col- 
lege in  that  town.  He  started  in  the  business  world  as 
a clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  New  Albany  and  with  his 
advancement  in  the  business  world  became  proprietor 
of  a wholesale  tea  house  in  Cincinnati.  Finally,  how- 
ever, he,  too  engaged  in  steamboating,  to  which  busi- 
ness his  father  had  directed  his  energies,  and  in  1881 
came  to  Jacksonville  on  the  steamer  Port  Royal,  plying 
between  Jacksonville  and  Green  Cove  Springs. 

In  all  the  intervening  period,  covering  almost  a third 
of  a century,  Mr.  Garner  has  taken  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  advancing  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of 


Jacksonville  through  the  direction  of  his  private  busi- 
ness affairs  and  through  his  cooperation  with  public 
movements.  His  steamboat  interests  have  from  the 
beginning  done  much  to  increase  the  wholesale  business 
of  the  city  and  as  these  interests  grew  their  importance 
to  the  commercial  world  increased.  He  has  become  a 
cooperant  factor  in  many  important  enterprises  and 
movements,  both  commercial  and  industrial,  and  his 
sound  judgment  and  enterprise  have  been  valued  fac- 
tors in  their  successful  growth  and  control.  He  gained 
for  himself  a leading  position  in  financial  circles  as 
the  president  of  the  Florida  National  Bank  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Florida  Bank  & Trust  Company.  After 
his  retirement  from  the  presidency  of  the  former  he 
was  named  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  He 
is  also  the  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Independent  line  of  steamers ; president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Jacksonville  & Mayport  Steamboat 
Company;  president  of  the  South  Jacksonville  Water 
Works  Company ; a director  of  the  American  Oak 
Leather  Tanning  Company;  a director  in  the  Jackson- 
ville Development  Company ; and  a director  in  the 
Jacksonville  Loan  & Insurance  Company.  His  connec- 
tion with  all  these  indicates  much  of  the  breadth  of  his 
interests  and,  more  than  that,  of  his  talent  and  ability 
along  various  lines.  Whatever  he  undertakes  he  carries 
forward  to  successful  conclusion,  brooking  no  obstacles 
that  can  be  overcome  by  determined,  persistent  and 
honorable  effort.  He  seems  to  readily  see  the  condi- 
tions and  the  possibilities  of  every  situation  and  has 
displayed  notable  power  in  coordinating  seemingly 
diverse  elements  into  a unified  and  harmonious  whole. 

It  is  not  alone  his  individual  business  affairs,  how- 
ever, that  have  given  Mr.  Garner  the  prominent  posi- 
tion which  he  now  occupies  in  public  regard  as  a leading 
citizen  of  Florida.  He  has  done  much  important  public 
service  and  in  1907  was  appointed  assay  commissioner 
by  President  Roosevelt.  Long  before  this  he  had 
figured  prominently  in  democratic  circles  and  in  1884 
was  a delegate  to  the  national  convention  of  his  party. 
Something  of  the  mettle  of  the  man  was  indicated  in 
his  work  at  the  time  of  the  disastrous  fire  of  1901, 
when  thousands  of  people  were  rendered  homeless, 
awakening  the  sympathy,  manifest  in  generous  aid,  of 
people  throughout  the  country.  To  handle  the  situation 
the  Jacksonville  Relief  Association  was  organized  that 
the  funds  might  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  for  the 
deserving.  Captain  Garner’s  fitness  for  the  position 
at  once  led  to  his  selection  for  the  presidency  of  the 
association  and  he  gave  not  only  of  his  means  and  his 
time  but  of  actual  labor  to  relieve  existing  conditions, 
earning  the  gratitude  of  hundreds  of  the  homeless. 
For  eight  successive  terms  Mr.  Garner  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Jacksonville  Board  of  Trade — a fact 
which  further  attests  his  high  position  in  business  and 
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financial  circles.  He  was  the  first  who  gave  real  stimu- 
lus to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  organization, 
which  under  his  guidance  grew  very  rapidly  and  accom- 
plished much  excellent  work.  He  was  prominently 
spoken  of  as  successor  to  Senator  Bryan,  deceased,  of 
the  United  States  senate.  It  is  impossible  to  determine 
how  valuable  has  been  Captain  Garner’s  service  to  the 
eastern  coast.  All,  however,  recognize  his  ability  and 
his  public  spirit  and  know  that  Florida  is  greatly  in- 
debted to  him  for  his  efforts. 

Captain  Garner  was  married  October  15,  1882,  to 
Katie  T.  Greer,  a daughter  of  Jasper  Franklin  and 
Mary  W.  Greer,  of  Macon,  Georgia.  They  have  two 
children,  namely:  May,  now  Mrs.  W.  P.  Smith;  and 
Charles  Edwin  Garner.  Captain  Garner  has  always 
spent  much  of  his  leisure  time  in  reading  and  study, 
with  Herbert  Spencer  and  Shakespeare  as  his  favorite 
authors.  He  belongs  to  the  Seminole  and  to  the  Florida 
Country  Clubs.  Evenness  and  poise  are  evident  in 
Mr.  Garner,  and  any  one  meeting  him  would  know  at 
once  that  he  is  an  individual  embodying  all  the  elements 
of  what  in  this  country  we  term  a square  man — one  in 
whom  to  have  confidence,  a dependable  man  in  any 
relation  and  any  emergency.  His  quietude  of  deport- 
ment, his  easy  dignity,  his  frankness  and  cordiality  of 
address,  with  a total  absence  of  anything  sinister  or 
anything  to  conceal,  foretoken  a man  who  is  ready  to 
meet  any  obligation  of  life  with  the  confidence  and 
courage  that  come  of  conscious  personal  ability,  right 
conception  of  things  and  an  habitual  regard  for  what  is 
best  in  the  exercise  of  human  activities. 


J.  J.  MENDENHALL. 

The  name  of  J.  J.  Mendenhall  is  widely  known  in 
citrus  fruit  trade  circles  for  he  has  conducted  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  the  growing  of  oranges  and  grape- 
fruit and  in  addition  is  extensively  and  successfully 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  orange  boxes,  being 
the  only  one  to  conduct  a business  of  this  character 
on  the  Pinellas  peninsula.  The  industry  is  one  of 
growing  proportions  and  furnishes  employment  to  a 
large  force  of  workmen. 

Mr.  Mendenhall  is  a native  of  Kenton  county,  Ken- 
tucky, born  June  17,  1868,  of  the  marriage  of  John  M. 
and  Alice  (Culbertson)  Mendenhall,  who  were  also 
natives  of  that  state.  The  grandfather  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  south,  becoming  a Kentucky 
pioneer.  The  father  still  follows  farming  and  makes 
his  home  in  Kentucky  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years,  but  his  wife  passed  away  July  29,  1909.  Their 
family  numbered  nine  children  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  sister  all  are  yet  living.  J.  J. 


Mendenhall,  the  eldest,  remained  a resident  of 
Kentucky  until  his  removal  to  Florida,  and  his  early 
life  was  spent  upon  the  home  farm  while  his  attention 
was  largely  given  to  the  acquirement  of  a public-school 
education.  He  had  to  walk  two  and  a half  miles  to 
attend  the  country  school.  Because  of  ill  health  and 
hoping  that  a change  of  climate  would  prove  beneficial 
he  came  to  Florida  in  1899  to  spend  the  winter  months, 
and  during  that  period  purchased  fruit  for  a Cincinnati 
commission  house.  His  health  improved  greatly  in  the 
sunny  clime  of  Florida  and,  recognizing  the  business 
opportunities  here,  he  made  permanent  location  in  the 
state  in  1905.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had  spent  each 
winter  in  the  south,  buying  citrus  fruits,  and  in  the 
interest  of  that  business  made  all  the  principal  points 
in  the  state.  Since  1905,  however,  he  has  resided  at 
Clearwater,  where  he  entered  business  on  his  own 
account,  being  one  of  three  men  who  organized  the 
Peninsula  Packing  Company.  This  association  was 
continued  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr. 
Mendenhall  bought  out  his  partners  and  has  since  con- 
tinued the  business  alone  under  his  own  name.  He 
has  cultivated  and  handled  citrus  fruits  on  an  extensive 
scale  and  he  also  began  the  manufacture  of  orange 
boxes,  in  which  industry  he  is  still  engaged,  the  output 
being  about  two  hundred  thousand  boxes  annually.  In 
connection  with  this  business  he  conducts  a novelty 
works  and  handles  all  kinds  of  building  materials, 
employing  at  the  present  time  fifty-five  people.  His 
business  affairs  have  continuously  developed  in  extent 
and  importance  and  he  is  today  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent representatives  of  horticultural  and  industrial 
pursuits  in  his  section  of  the  state.  He  has  also  bought 
and  sold  considerable  real  estate  and  has  planted  a 
large  amount  of  land  to  citrus  groves.  In  addition  he 
holds  much  land  that  is  still  undeveloped. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1896,  Mr.  Mendenhall  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Martin,  of  Marysville, 
Kentucky,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Florence,  six- 
teen years  of  age.  By  a former  marriage  Mr.  Menden- 
hall also  had  a daughter,  Eliza,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Garett  Craigmyle,  of  Visalia,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Menden- 
hall occupies  a fine  home,  having  purchased  what  was 
known  as  the  Law  property.  In  public  affairs  he  has 
taken  an  active  interest  and  was  a leader  in  the  move- 
ment to  secure  the  establishment  of  Pinellas  county, 
giving  liberally  of  his  time  and  means  to  accomplish 
that  purpose.  For  the  past  three  years  he  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  city  council  of  Clearwater  and  has 
been  active  in  securing  all  of  the  improvements  which 
are  now  under  way,  including  extensive  paving  and 
the  development  of  the  water  and  sewerage  systems. 
In  fact  his  efforts  have  been  of  marked  value  along 
the  line  of  municipal  progress  and  improvement  and 
he  has  cooperated  in  large  measure  in  the  projects 
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of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  further  the  welfare 
and  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  is  resourceful,  ener- 
getic and  determined,  forms  his  plans  readily,  carefully 
executes  them  and  meets  with  the  desired  results.  His 
labors,  too,  have  been  of  such  a character  that  they 
have  contributed  to  general  progress  as  well  as  individ- 
ual prosperity  and  Clearwater  has  reason  to  class  him 
as  one  of  the  best  business  men  of  Pinellas  county. 


BENJAMIN  DOUGLAS  TREVOR. 

One  of  the  most  progressive,  active  and  able  busi- 
ness men  of  Key  West  is  Benjamin  Douglas  Trevor, 
connected  through  investment  and  official  service  with 
some  of  the  most  important  corporate  concerns  in  the 
city  and,  through  his  well  directed  activities  and  the 
success  which  has  attended  his  labors,  a force  in  gen- 
eral commercial  development.  A spirit  of  enterprise 
and  progress  actuates  him  in  all  that  he  does  and  his 
own  efforts  have  brought  him  the  prosperity  he  now 
enjoys,  gaining  for  him  a gratifying  degree  of  material 
prosperity  and  a position  of  distinction  among  the  real 
shapers  and  developers  of  the  city’s  business  history. 

Mr.  Trevor  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  April 
19,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  Edwin  and  Joan  Martyn 
(Holman)  Trevor,  the  former  a clergyman  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Leaving  his  wife  and 
children  in  England,  the  father  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1865  and  took  charge  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  at  Jackson,  Tennessee.  He  returned  to 
England  for  a visit  in  the  following  year  and  in  1871 
was  joined  by  his  family  in  Jackson.  The  father  fol- 
lowed his  vocation  of  a Methodist  clergyman  in  sev- 
eral different  states,  including  Tennessee,  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Indiana,  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey and  died  in  Westville  in  the  latter  state,  December 
29,  1906.  His  wife  survives  him  and  makes  her  home 
at  Holly  Beach,  New  Jersey. 

Benjamin  Douglas  Trevor  supplemented  a public 
school  education  by  two  years  in  the  Valparaiso  Uni- 
versity at  Valparaiso,  Indiana  and  by  a course  in  busi- 
ness college  in  the  same  city.  He  made  his  first  set- 
tlement in  Florida  in  1887,  in  which  year  he  spent  a 
few  months  in  Fort  Myers,  working  as  a furrier,  a 
trade  in  which  he  had  become  very  proficient.  Lie  con- 
tinued to  engage  in  it  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States  until  1893  when  he  came  for  the  second  time 
to  Florida,  locating  in  Key  West  where  he  has  since 
resided.  In  1895  he  secured  a position  as  cashier  and 
bookkeeper  for  the  Cortez  Cigar  Company  and  he  held 
it  until  1904,  becoming  during  this  time  also  active 
in  public  affairs.  In  1902  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  after  serving  two  terms 


with  great  credit  was  made  mayor  of  Key  West,  acting- 
in  that  capacity  from  1904  to  1905,  and  giving  to  the 
city  an  honest,  straightforward,  businesslike  and  pro- 
gressive administration.  After  leaving  office  Mr. 
Trevor  again  identified  himself  with  business  pursuits, 
rising  rapidly  in  the  business  world  and  gaining  finally 
that  success  which  always  follows  earnest  and  persis- 
tent labor  when  guided  by  good  judgment.  In  1906 
he  became  connected  with  William  Curry’s  Sons  Com- 
pany controlling  large  mercantile  interests,  as  secre- 
tary, treasurer  and  general  manager  and  he  has  since 
served  in  these  positions,  his  initiative  spirit  and  execu- 
tive ability  proving  powerful  elements  in  the  rapid 
expansion  and  growth  of  the  concern.  In  1906  he 
became  manager  of  the  Key  West  Ice  Company  and 
acted  until  1909  when  this  was  merged  into  the  Con- 
sumers Ice  Company  when  he  was  made  secretary  and 
general  manager  of  the  new  enterprise,  offices  which 
he  still  holds  and  which  he  is  capably  and  creditably 
filling.  He  is  in  addition  president  of  the  Columbia 
Steam  Laundry  and  treasurer  of  the  Monroe  Invest- 
ment Company,  having  held  the  latter  position  since 
1903.  The  extent  and  importance  of  his  connections 
is  conclusive  proof  of  his  standing  in  business  circles 
and  he  is  recognized  as  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most 
representative  business  men  of  Key  West,  his  methods 
being  at  all  times  honorable  and  straightforward  and 
his  accomplishments  important  as  factors  in  com- 
munity growth. 

Mr.  Trevor  married  on  the  15th  of  December,  1897, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Fogarty,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late 
Jeremiah  Fogarty  of  Key  West.  They  have  three 
children:  Jerry  Joseph,  born  on  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1898;  Mary  Bartlum,  born  April  17,  1901;  and 
Edwin  Fogarty,  born  February  14,  1905. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Trevor  is  identified  with  the  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Masonic  Order,  holding  membership 
in  the  latter  organization  in  the  lodge,  chapter  and 
commandery.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party.  He  is  a director  in  the  Island  City 
National  Bank  and  is  connected  with  other  important 
business  enterprises,  his  influence  being  a force  for 
good  in  the  growth  of  the  city  where  he  has  made  his 
home  for  the  past  twenty  years. 


C.  E.  HOWARD. 

C.  E.  Howard,  who  has  been  a resident  of  Orlando 
for  about  three  decades,  has  been  actively  identified 
with  journalistic  interests  during  the  entire  period  and 
is  also  engaged  in  business  as  a photographer.  For  the 
past  fourteen  years  he  has  championed  the  interests 
of  his  county  as  editor  and  proprietor  of  The  Orange 
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County  Citizen,  a weekly  paper  established  in  1897. 
He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1858  and  came  to 
Florida  in  the  fall  of  1883,  when  a young  man  of 
twenty-five  years.  In  the  following  year  he  located 
permanently  in  Orlando.  In  connection  with  his 
journalistic  interests  he  has  been  engaged  in  photo- 
graphy and  his  proficiency  in  the  art  has  brought  him 
a gratifying  measure  of  success.  During  the  first 
fifteen  years  of  his  residence  in  Orlando  he  was  identi- 
fied with  various  newspapers  of  the  city,  editing  the 
Star,  the  Daily  Reporter,  the  Daily  Reporter-Star  and 
the  Sentinel.  In  1899  he  bought  The  Orange  County 
Citizen  and  has  remained  its  owner  and  editor  to  the 
present  time.  The  sheet  is  democratic,  independent, 
outspoken,  just,  clean  and  original  and  is  widely  read 
and  beneficial  in  its  influence. 

Mr.  Howard  ably  served  as  city  alderman  for  twelve 
years  and  for  several  years  acted  as  president  of  the 
city  council.  At  the  present  time  he  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Orlando  Board  of  Trade.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church  and  for  seventeen 
years  he  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the  First 
Methodist  Sunday  school.  In  his  home  city  he  is  widely 
recognized  as  a leading  and  esteemed  citizen  who  uses 
his  influence  on  the  side  of  right,  progress,  reform  and 
improvement. 


A.  D.  STEVENS. 

In  a history  of  Jacksonville’s  successful  men  it  is 
imperative  to  mention  A.  D.  Stevens,  because  his 
prosperity  has  had  an  important  effect  upon  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  expansion  of  the  city.  His 
initiative  spirit  and  his  executive  and  organizing  ability 
have  been  forces  in  the  development  of  the  great  ship 
repairing  business  controlled  by  the  Merrill-Stevens 
Company  and  in  its  expansion  from  a small  concern 
into  one  of  the  greatest  of  its  kind  in  the  south.  Mr. 
Stevens  is  a native  of  Maine,  born  in  Calais,  in  1862, 
a son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Jane  M.  Stevens.  The  father 
came  to  Florida  in  the  early  ’50s,  after  two  years  in 
California,  where  he  had  gone  in  1849,  at  the  time  of 
the  great  gold  rush.  He  came  to  this  state  at  the  re- 
quest of  northern  interests,  for  whom  he  built  three 
sailing  vessels.  He  decided  to  locate  in  Jacksonville 
and  continued  in  the  shipbuilding  business  here,  con- 
structing a steamboat  for  Captain  Brock,  who  was  the 
first  steamboat  man  on  the  St.  Johns  river.  Mr. 
Stevens  remained  in  Florida  until  1861,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Maine,  where  he  remained  until  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war.  After  peace  was  declared  he  again 
came  to  Florida  and  formed  a partnership  with  Cap- 
tain Brock,  Mr.  Stevens  assuming  control  of  the  ship- 


building department  and  continuing  to  manage  it  until 
his  death  in  1873.  He  was  identified  with  a great  deal 
of  important  industrial  work  in  Duval  county  and  in 
1870  built  the  first  marine  railroad  south  of  Wilming- 
ton, North  Carolina. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  A.  D.  Stevens  went 
north  in  order  to  complete  his  education  in  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  graduating  in  mechanical  and  electrical 
engineering  from  the  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 
in  1884.  He  returned  to  Jacksonville  and  took  charge 
of  the  city  gas  works,  remaining  in  that  capacity  for 
three  years.  In  1887  he  joined  J.  E.  and  A.  R.  Merrill 
in  the  organization  of  the  Merrill-Stevens  Engineering 
Company,  which  erected  a plant  on  the  site  of  the 
former  factory  of  the  Brock-Stevens  Company.  The 
marine  railroad  was  at  that  time  owned  by  the  heirs 
of  Drew  Hazelton  and  Mr.  Livingston,  but  in  1894 
it  was  purchased  by  the  Merrill-Stevens  Engineering 
Company  as  a means  of  further  facilitating  their  busi- 
ness expansion.  In  the  beginning  the  company  did 
only  boiler  work  and  repairing  but  gradually  added 
to  their  departments,  taking  up  ship  and  machine  re- 
pairing. The  business  expanded  rapidly  and  with  the 
idea  of  enlarging  the  quarters  occupied  the  company 
purchased  two  lots  adjoining  their  property  three  days 
before  the  great  fire  of  1901.  All  the  buildings  were 
entirely  destroyed,  but  the  next  day  the  company  set 
their  own  force  of  men  at  work  rebuilding  the  plant 
and  without  a day’s  loss  of  time  work  was  continued. 
The  increasing  depth  of  the  water  due  to  river  im- 
provements increased  the  number  of  vessels  seeking 
repairs  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  marine  railroad  con- 
trolled by  the  company  and  in  order  to  meet  the  de- 
mand the  concern  was  reorganized  in  1904  under  the 
name  of  the  Merrill-Stevens  Company,  with  an  author- 
ized capital  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  At  the 
same  time  the  construction  of  a forty-five  hundred  ton 
floating  dock  was  begun  and  in  three  years  completed, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  to 
the  port  of  Jacksonville  ship  repairs  aggregating  in 
value  over  one  and  a half  million  dollars.  The  growth 
of  the  business  controlled  by  the  Merrill-Stevens  Com- 
pany has  been  little  short  of  marvelous,  for  the  con- 
cern, starting  with  twenty-five  men,  has  been  obliged 
to  increase  its  working  force  until  it  now  employs 
from  five  to  six  hundred  skilled  laborers.  Much  of 
the  credit  for  this  great  expansion  is  due  to  Mr. 
Stevens,  who  has  labored  intelligently  in  the  interests 
of  the  company,  making  his  energy,  industry  and  busi- 
ness ability  forces  in  the  growth  of  the  enterprise  it 
controls. 

In  1904  Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ellen  Lowell,  of  Calais,  Maine,  and  both  are  well 
known  and  popular  in  social  circles  of  Jacksonville. 
Mr.  Stevens  takes  always  an  active  interest  in  the  wel- 
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fare  of  the  city  and  has  done  much  through  his  service 
as  a member  of  the  city  council  to  promote  municipal 
expansion  and  development.  He  has  also  been  for  a 
number  of  years  port  commissioner  and  is  serving  in 
that  capacity  at  the  present  time.  It  is  hard  to  esti- 
mate the  value  to  Jacksonville  in  standards,  in  prece- 
dents and  in  actual  accomplishment  of  the  work  he  has 
done  in  upbuilding  the  concern  with  which  he  is 
identified,  but  it  is  certain  that  its  influence  has  been 
powerful  enough  to  effect  in  an  important  way  the 
industrial  history  of  this  section  of  the  state. 


SAMUEL  A.  BELCHER. 

Samuel  A.  Belcher  occupies  a position  of  precedence 
in  financial  circles  of  Miami  as  vice  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Bay  Biscayne,  in  business  circles  as  a stock- 
holder and  official  in  practically  all  of  the  representa- 
tive business  or  corporate  interests  and  is  today  one 
of  the  largest  holders  of  improved  real  estate  in  the 
city.  He  is  numbered  among  Miami’s  pioneer  citizens 
and  since  the  early  days  of  the  city’s  foundation  has 
been  a force  in  its  upbuilding,  his  activities  touching 
and  influencing  many  important  channels  of  develop- 
ment. He  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  Georgia,  near 
Cuthbert,  January  2,  i860,  and  is  a son  of  Elijah 
Belcher,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  Civil  war  and  who  died  shortly  after  peace 
was  declared.  His  wife,  who  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Emeline  Bruner,  passed  away  in  1876. 

Left  an  orphan  at  sixteen,  Samuel  A.  Belcher  began 
at  that  early  age  to  seek  his  own  livelihood  and  for 
several  years  worked  as  a farm  hand.  When  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  in  1882,  he  came  to  Florida 
and  has  since  that  timie  been  a resident  of  the  state. 
He  spent  ten  years  on  the  Indian  river  at  Cocoa  and 
Titusville  and  then  in  1892  came  to  Dade  county,  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  this  locality.  He  located  a 
homestead  one  mile  and  a half  from  the  present  town 
site,  making  his  home  upon  it  five  years  before  the 
railroad  was  completed  to  Miami.  This  property  he 
afterward  divided  into  a number  of  smaller  farms, 
which  he  sold,  the  entire  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  bringing  him  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Belcher  has  been  one  of  the  leading  fac- 
tors in  the  growth  of  Miami  and  in  the  development  of 
the  fruit  and  truck  growing  industry  of  Dade  county. 
He  is  the  owner  of  some  of  the  best  business  property 
in  the  city,  including  the  store  building  occupied  by 
the  E.  B.  Douglas  establishment,  which  is  Miami’s 
largest  dry-goods  and  ladies’  furnishings  store.  He 
owns  also  other  valuable  property  in  the  city  and  vicin- 
ity and  his  own  home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 


spots  in  Dade  county.  It  is  a country  estate  on  the 
Miami  river,  one  mile  from  the  city,  and  is  well  kept 
and  beautiful  in  every  respect.  Mr.  Belcher  is  one  of 
the  most  able  and  successful  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity and  is  connected  through  investment  with  many 
important  business  enterprises.  He  is  vice  president 
of  the  Bank  of  Bay  Biscayne  and  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Art  Stone  Construction  Company  and  con- 
trols large  citrus  groves  near  Miami.  He  owns  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pompano  one  of  the  finest  truck  farms  in 
Dade  county — a tract  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres,  sixty-five  of  which  are  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
of  snap  beans.  All  of  his  business  interests  are  care- 
fully and  conservatively  conducted,  for  he  is  a far- 
sighted and  resourceful  business  man,  a student  of 
modern  business  conditions  and  successful  because  he 
is  discriminating,  energetic  and  determined. 

Mr.  Belcher  married,  in  1886,  Miss  Jeannette  King, 
a native  of  Georgia  and  a daughter  of  Captain  Robert 
N.  King,  who  for  several  terms  was  a member  of  the 
Georgia  house  of  representatives  and  the  Georgia  state 
senate.  He  served  as  captain  in  the  army  of  the  Con- 
federacy during  the  Civil  war.  Mrs.  Belcher  is  a lady 
of  refinement,  culture  and  education,  having  acquired 
her  schooling  in  a Catholic  convent  in  Savannah.  She 
and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  South.  They  have  three  children: 
Harold  L. ; Edwin  N. ; and  Samuel  A.,  Jr.,  aged  six- 
teen, a student  at  Bellbuckle,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Belcher  has  been  a force  in  public  affairs  since 
the  foundation  of  Miami,  his  influence  being  always  on 
the  side  of  right,  reform  and  progress.  He  has  been 
for  ten  years  a member  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners and  was  for  two  years  its  chairman,  serving 
ably,  conscientiously  and  with  constant  consideration 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  A man  of 
initiative  and  enterprise,  modern  in  his  views  and 
forceful  in  his  individuality,  he  has  for  many  years 
been  an  active  worker  for  his  own  advancement  and 
for  the  progress  of  Miami  and  Dade  county  along 
political,  material  and  moral  lines. 


FRANK  P.  WILLIAMS. 

Frank  P.  Williams,  of  Jacksonville,  dealer  in  wines 
and  liquors  and  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Duval 
county,  was  born  in  Nassau  county,  Florida,  August 
12,  1875,  a son  of  William  H.  and  Polly  (Higgin- 
botham) Williams,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Nassau  county,  representatives  of  pioneer  families  of 
that  part  of  the  state.  In  the  paternal  line  the  ancestors 
came  from  Georgia  and  were  farming  people  connected 
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with  the  agricultural  department  of  the  district  in 
which  they  settled. 

Frank  P.  Williams  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Nassau  county,  pursuing  his  education  in  a log 
schoolhouse,  to  which  he  walked  a distance  of  five 
miles.  When  not  busy  with  his  text-books  his  time 
was  largely  occupied  with  the  work  of  the  farm,  and 
on  leaving  the  fields  he  came  to  Jacksonville  on  the 
ioth  of  October,  1892.  For  four  years  thereafter  he 
engaged  in  clerking  in  a grocery  store  and  then  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account  as  proprietor 
of  a meat  market,  which  he  conducted  for  seven  years. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  continuously 
until  January,  1911,  since  which  time  he  has  concen- 
trated his  energies  along  mercantile  lines  upon  the  sale 
of  wines  and  liquors.  His  attention,  however,  has  been 
divided  between  commercial  pursuits  and  activity  in 
office.  On  the  nth  of  April,  1909,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council  from  the  eighth  ward  and 
made  so  creditable  a record  in  that  position  that  he  was 
reelected  on  the  18th  of  April,  1911,  and  is  still  serving 
in  the  legislative  body  of  the  city.  He  is  chairman  of 
the  relief  committee  and  has  done  important  work  on 
various  other  committees. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1897,  Mr.  Williams  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Buffkin,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Rhoda,  Frank  P.  and  William  Taft.  Mr.  Williams  is 
a man  of  most  generous  spirit,  as  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  he  has  reared  five  children  of  his  sister, 
Henrietta  Buffkin,  who  died  January  26,  1908.  These 
children  are:  Crandall,  Orlean,  Lizzie,  Benjamin  and 
Lucille.  The  family  are  connected  with  the  Second 
Adventist  church.  Mr.  Williams  belongs  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  is  interested  in  its  various  projects  for  the 
public  good.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  with  the  Owls.  He  takes  a very 
active  interest  in  all  public  affairs  and  his  cooperation 
is  an  element  in  their  success. 


MARSHALL  B.  COURTNEY. 

Marshall  B.  Courtney,  engaged  in  farming  and  saw- 
milling in  Leon  county,  is  a native  son  of  this  section 
of  Florida,  born  November  5,  1865.  His  parents  were 
Jonas  C.  and  Frances  (Isler)  Courtney,  the  former  a 
native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Florida  when  he  was 
about  two  years  of  age.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Leon 
county  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Cairo,  Georgia, 
having  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  all  during 
his  active  career.  His  wife  has  passed  away.  To  their 
union  were  born  four  children:  John,  of  Thomas 


county,  Georgia  ; Nash,  who  has  passed  away;  Marshall 
B.,  of  this  review ; and  Frank,  who  lives  in  Mississippi. 

Marshall  B.  Courtney  began  his  independent  career 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  turning  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing and  sawmilling,  occupations  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  ever  since.  He  gives  a great  deal  of  his  time 
to  the  cultivation  and  development  of  his  property,  has 
made  substantial  improvements  upon  it  and  its  attrac- 
tive and  neat  appearance  is  indicative  of  his  careful 
supervision  and  well  directed  labor. 

Mr.  Courtney  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Billingsley, 
who  passed  away  November  13,  1910,  leaving  six 
children:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Shirley  Smithson,  of  Leon 
county ; Burton,  who  also  lives  in  Leon  county ; and 
Laura,  Otho,  Samuel  and  Estelle,  all  of  whom  live  at 
home.  Mr.  Courtney  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  For  the  last  twenty-five  years  he  has  been 
deputy  sheriff  of  Leon  county  and  his  public  service 
has  been  marked  by  the  same  energy,  determination 
and  conscientiouness  which  have  distinguished  and 
made  successful  his  business  career. 


JOHN  J.  BIRCH. 

John  J.  Birch,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Breeze 
at  New.  Smyrna,  has  since  1907,  when  he  purchased 
the  paper,  made  it  a factor  in  the  upbuilding  and  de- 
velopment of  the  town,  for  in  its  columns  he  always 
advocates  progressive  public  measures  and  cooperates 
with  all  movements  which  have  for  their  object  the 
general  good. 

Mr.  Birch  was  born  in  Perry,  Georgia,  September 
16,  1859,  and  acquired  his  education  in  private  schools 
in  that  state.  He  afterward  learned  the  printing  trade 
and  has  held  practically  every  position  in  this  line  of 
work  from  that  of  printer’s  devil  to  proprietor  of  his 
own  journal.  Since  coming  to  Florida  he  has  been 
the  proprietor  of  three  influential  papers,  the  Oviedo 
Gazette,  the  Orange  City  Times  and  the  New  Smyrna 
Breeze.  He  located  in  this  city  in  1907,  purchasing  the 
paper  he  now  controls,  a journal  established  May  5, 
1887.  He  has  made  this  one  of  the  leading  weekly 
papers  in  this  part  of  Florida  and  its  influence  extends 
even  beyond  the  state  limits,  for  it  is  received  in  homes 
in  forty-two  states  and  eagerly  read  by  former  resi- 
dents of  Volusia  county  or  by  those  who  have  friends 
in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Birch  has  built  up  a circulation 
of  twelve  hundred  for  the  Breeze  and,  keeping  abreast 
with  modern  ideas  of  journalism,  has  developed  an 
excellent  paper,  which  is  also  a good  advertising  med- 
ium. He  has  a well  equipped  office  and  has  done  much 
for  the  city  in  his  championship  of  those  measures 
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which  he  has  deemed  would  prove  of  public  benefit. 
He  is  also  interested  to  some  extent  in  orange  growing. 

Mr.  Birch  has  been  twice  married.  In  December, 
1879,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Hull,  of  Orange  county, 
Florida,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Lawrence  B.,  who  is  connected  with  the  Florida  East 
Coast  Railroad ; and  Claude  J.,  who  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  same  company  in  Miami.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.  Birch  married  Miss  Jane  Osteen,  of 
Lake  Ashby,  Volusia  county,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  five  children : Sallie,  who  lives  at  home  ; John  O., 
who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Breeze;  Walter  B. ; Edward  P.,  also  associated 
with  his  father;  and  Mary  L. 

Mr.  Birch  served  for  four  years  as  clerk  and  asses- 
sor of  New  Smyrna  and  one  term  of  two  years  as 
councilman  but  is  not  in  any  sense  an  office  seeker, 
preferring  to  do  his  public  service  in  other  ways.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Rebekahs  and  the  Knights  of 
Honor.  His  life  has  always  been  characterized  by  a 
recognition  of  community  interests  and  by  active  co- 
operation therein. 


JOHN  EDWARD  McLEOD,  M.  D. 

Among  the  best  known  medical  men  of  Jackson 
county,  Florida,  is  John  Edward  McLeod,  who  for 
many  years  practiced  his  profession  in  Cypress  but 
since  1907  has  given  his  attention  to  conducting  a drug 
store  there,  in  which  connection  he  has  built  up  a grati- 
fying patronage,  being  well  deserving  of  the  success 
he  has  made  of  the  enterprise  on  account  of  the  pro- 
gressive policies  he  employs  in  the  operation  of  the 
establishment.  Dr.  McLeod  also  has  extensive  land 
interests,  being  the  owner  of  over  two  thousand  acres 
and  deriving  a gratifying  income  from  this  source. 
Born  in  Sumter  county,  South  Carolina,  January  15, 
1862,  John  E.  McLeod  is  a son  of  John  A.  and  Clara  J. 
(Lockhart)  McLeod.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
M.  McLeod,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  from  which 
country  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
South  Carolina  and  subsequently  losing  his  life  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  during  the  Civil  war.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  also'  a man  of  distinction 
and  prominence,  having  participated  in  the  war  of  the 
revolution.  John  A.  McLeod  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  during  his  entire  life  and  served  in  the  conflict 
between  the  north  and  the  south  throughout  the  whole 
period  of  hostilities  in  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate 
army,  making  a highly  creditable  record  and  being 
wounded  on  seven  different  occasions.  Fie  passed 
away  in  May,  1909,  the  effects  of  the  wounds  received 


during  the  civil  conflict  accelerating  his  demise.  The 
mother  has  also  passed  away,  her  death  occurring  in 
June,  1907.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Wil- 
liam Joseph,  born  May  26,  i860,  of  Marianna,  Florida; 
and  John  Edward,  of  this  review. 

John  Edward  McLeod  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  near  the 
father’s  home,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  engaged  in 
business  with  a Mr.  Boyken,  continuing  in  that  con- 
nection for  two  years.  He  then  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  for  one  year  and  then  sold  out  in  order  to 
improve  his  opportunities  by  a better  education,  of  the 
value  of  which  he  was  deeply  cognizant.  He  took 
private  lessons  to  prepare  himself  for  college  and  in 
1885  matriculated  in  Columbia  College  of  South  Caro- 
lina, taking  a two  years’  course  and  graduating  in  1887. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  upon  his  studies  in 
the  Louisville  Medical  College  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and  received  his  degree  from  that  institution  on  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1889,  when  he  was  graduated  with  honors. 
He  then  returned  to  South  Carolina,  practicing  at  home 
until  December  7,  1889,  when  he  came  to  Cypress, 
Florida,  where  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  He 
immediately  engaged  in  practice  and  as  his  ability,  his 
earnestness  and  his  conscientiousness  were  soon  recog- 
nized, he  had  no  trouble  in  building  up  an  extensive 
clientage  that  brought  him  gratifying  financial  results. 
A man  studious  of  mind  and  deeply  interested  in  his 
line  of  work,  he  kept  in  contact  with  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  science  of  medicine  and  soon  his  reputa- 
tion was  such  that  cases  came  to  him  from  places  quite 
a distance  from  Cypress.  Careful  in  diagnosis,  he  was 
quick  to  act  after  a decision  was  reached  and  the  prin- 
cipal quality  of  his  mind  and  character  which  made 
him  popular  was  his  kindness  toward  humanity,  which 
instilled  into  his  patients  that  confidence  so  essential 
to  cure  and  so  all  important  in  winning  out  in  a case  of 
severe  illness. 

In  1907  Dr.  McLeod  had  a serious  runaway  accident 
in  which  his  leg  was  broken  and  he  retired  from  his 
active  duties  as  physician  and  engaged  in  conducting  a 
drug  store.  He  has  given  his  energies  to  build  up  an 
establishment  worthy  of  the  name  and  his  store  is  a 
credit  to  Cypress,  its  inviting  appearance,  cleanliness 
and  completeness  in  all  lines  carried  making  it  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
town.  The  prescription  department  is  handled  with 
particular  care  and  Dr.  McLeod  himself  sees  to  it  that 
only  the  best  medicines  are  handled  in  his  establishment 
and  that  in  compounding  prescriptions  the  utmost  care 
is  employed.  As  prosperity  has  come  to  him  the  Doctor 
has  made  extensive  investments  in  land  and  today  holds 
title  to  over  two  thousand  acres,  which  is  largely  rented 
out  and  returns  to  him  a gratifying  income. 
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Dr.  McLeod  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie 
B.  Logan,  a lady  of  commendable  womanly  qualities 
and  many  rare  accomplishments  that  make  her  highly 
esteemed.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McLeod  attend  the  Methodist 
church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  take  a ready  interest 
and  to  which  organization  they  give  their  substantial 
support.  The  Doctor  served  for  one  term  as  county 
commissioner,  giving  during  his  commissionership 
proof  of  his  public  spirit  by  advocating  all  measures 
inaugurated  to  profit  the  county,  and  he  also  was  a 
candidate  for  the  legislature,  being  defeated  by  the 
candidate  of  the  oppostion  with  one  vote.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  body  and  is  a member  of 
the  Eastern  Star.  Flis  name  also  can  be  found  upon 
the  rosters  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the 
Woodman  Circle.  A man  who  has  the  highest  con- 
ception of  his  duties  toward  mankind,  he  has  done 
exceptionally  valuable  and  helpful  work  as  a physician 
while  in  active  practice  and  in  his  later  work  has 
demonstrated  his  progressive  tendencies  and  public 
spirit  in  such  a way  that  he  must  be  accounted  a factor 
in  general  advancement.  His  friends  are  many  and 
lasting  and  the  respect  and  esteem  he  enjoys  is  well 
earned  and  well  merited,  and  as  the  years  have  passed 
he  has  become  firmly  entrenched  in  the  affection  of  all 
of  those  who  know  his  mind  and  heart. 


ROBERT  B.  ANDERSON. 

Robert  B.  Anderson,  conducting  a large  real-estate 
business  in  Miami,  is  one  of  the  most  alert,  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  young  business  men  of  the  city. 
He  was  born  on  a farm  near  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 
February  18,  1884,  and  acquired  his  education  mainly 
at  the  Pryor  Institute  of  Jasper.  In  1899  he  joined 
the  army  and  was  sent  to  the  Philippines,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years,  later  engaging  in  service  in 
Mexico.  Upon  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Tennes- 
see and  there  completed  a course  in  bookkeeping,  type- 
writing and  stenography  at  Chattanooga,  after  which 
he  was  for  four  years  a stenographer  in  the  disburse- 
ments department  of  the  Southern  Express  Company 
in  that  city.  In  1909  he  came  to  Miami  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business  here. 
Being  alert,  energetic  and  aggressive,  lie  has  secured 
a liberal  patronage  and  is  recognized  as  an  excellent 
judge  of  land  values,  his  opinion  being  rarely,  if  ever, 
at  fault. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Anderson  married  in 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  has  two  children,  a son 
and  a daughter.  He  belongs  to  the  Miami  and  Tar- 
pon Clubs  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  is  chairman  of  the  membership  com- 


mittee of  the  Miami  Real  Estate  Association,  is  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Miami  Board  of  Trade  and  is 
always  to  be  found  among  the  leaders  in  any  work 
which  has  for  its  object  the  promotion  of  the  general 
business  interests  of  the  city.  Although  still  a young 
man  his  success  has  placed  him  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  Miami  and  his  continued  advancement  is 
assured. 


CARL  JOHAN  ERICSON. 

Carl  Johan  Ericson,  proprietor  of  the  Palm  Phar- 
macy in  Miami  and  one  of  the  active,  progressive  and 
enterprising  business  men  of  the  city,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  July  5,  1871.  He  came  to  America  with  his 
parents,  Peter  Eric  and  Margaret  Ericson,  and  with 
them  located  near  Sanford,  Florida,  where  the  father 
planted  and  developed  an  orange  grove  which,  however, 
was  destroyed  by  the  great  freeze  of  1895.  Both  par- 
ents spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  near  Sanford, 
the  mother  dying  about  1893  and  the  father  in  Decem- 
ber, 1911,  he  having  been  accidentally  killed  while 
attempting  to  cross  a railroad  track. 

Carl  J.  Ericson  was  ten  years  of  age  when  his  par 
ents  settled  in  Sanford  and  there  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  After  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  spent 
his  vacations  clerking  in  a drug  store  and  when  he  was 
still  very  young  taught  school  for  two  years  in  Orange 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  New  York 
city  and  took  a full  pharmaceutical  course  in  the  New 
York  College  of  Pharmacy.  When  he  had  completed 
it  he  returned  to  Sanford  and  entered  the  drug  store 
of  William  Aldridge  as  prescription  clerk,  later  pur- 
chasing his  employer’s  interests  and  forming  a partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Rhodes  under  the  firm  name  of  Rhodes 
& Ericson.  Together  they  conducted  the  enterprise 
until  1895,  when  Mr.  Ericson  sold  his  interests  in  the 
store  to  his  partner  and  went  to  New  York  city,  where 
for  the  following  eight  years  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  there  and  in  that  vicinity  as  a prescription 
clerk.  In  1900  he  came  to  Miami  and  was  for  six 
months  prescription  clerk  in  the  Red  Cross  Phar- 
macy. In  the  spring  of  1901,  having  been  urged 
to  return  to  the  employ  of  the  drug  firm  in 
Brooklyn  for  whom  he  had  formerly  worked,  he 
went  to  that  city  and  became  manager  of  a branch 
drug  store.  The  northern  climate,  however,  did  not 
agree  with  him  and  he  decided  to  return  to  Florida. 
Accordingly,  he  settled  again  in  Miami  and  for  two 
years  thereafter  held  the  position  of  manager  and  pre- 
scription clerk  in  the  Red  Cross  Pharmacy.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Brooklyn  and  there 
worked  as  a prescription  clerk  for  his  former  employ- 
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ers.  Returning  to  Miami  in  1905,  he  purchased  with 
associates  a small  drug  store  on  Avenue  D,  a corpora- 
tion was  formed  and  the  enterprise  given  the  name  of 
the  Palm  Pharmacy,  a title  which  it  still  bears.  Mr. 
Ericson,  as  the  only  active  member  of  the  corporation, 
was  made  its  president  and  he  at  once  took  charge  of 
the  store  which  was  at  that  time  small  and  by  no  means 
modern.  With  characteristic  energy  and  enterprise  he 
applied  himself  to  the  development  of  the  concern  and 
by  the  employment  of  progressive  business  methods, 
by  installing  a complete  and  up-to-date  stock  and  by 
giving  his  whole  attention  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
trade  he  soon  had  the  enterprise  upon  a sound  financial 
basis.  The  Palm  Pharmacy  is  today  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  prosperous  drug  stores  in  the  city  and 
Mr.  Ericson  enjoys  a representative  and  growing  pat- 
ronage. In  1910  he  purchased  his  partners’  stock,  dis- 
solved the  corporation  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  1891,  Mr.  Ericson  married  Miss 
Gertrude  Nylund,  a native  of  Sanford,  Florida,  and 
they  have  two  children:  Carl  Junius,  now  a student 

in  Stetson  University;  and  Carmen,  who  is  attending 
the  Miami  high  school.  Mr.  Ericson  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  fraternally  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  order,  holding  membership 
in  the  commandery  and  shrine.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Miami  Merchants’  Association  and  the  Miami  Board 
of  Trade.  Closely  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  city  as  one  of  its  most  progressive 
and  successful  merchants,  he  has  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community  and  stands  high  in  both 
business  and  social  circles. 


LEWIS  H.  MATT  AIR. 

Lewis  H.  Mattair,  a civil  engineer  and  contractor 
of  Jacksonville,  whose  experiences  have  been  broad 
and  whose  developing  skill  and  ability  have  placed  him 
in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession,  was  born  in  Lake 
City,  Florida,  January  29,  1868,  his  parents  being  Lewis 
FI.  and  Fannie  E.  (Barnard)  Mattair.  The  father  was 
born  in  Suwanee  county,  Florida,  a son  of  Lewis  H. 
Mattair,  who  came  from  France  and  settled  in  this 
state.  This  is  the  only  family  of  Mattairs  in  Florida. 
Major  Mattair  was  an  officer  in  the  French  army  and, 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  became  a pioneer  of  Florida  and 
a prominent  planter  of  his  day,  owning  a large  plan- 
tation and  many  slaves.  He  remained  a resident  of 
Suwanee  county  until  his  death.  His  son,  Lewis  Id. 
Mattair,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a merchant  of 
Lake  City  and  also  ran  the  old  stage  line  from  Jack- 
sonville to  Tallahassee  before  the  days  of  railroads. 


Throughout  his  active  life  he  continued  in  business  in 
Lake  City  and  there  passed  away.  His  widow  became 
the  wife  of  Richard  K.  Taylor,  who  is  now  also  de- 
ceased. 

Lewis  FI.  Mattair,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  is  of  the  third  generation  of  the  name  in  Flor- 
ida and  has  a son,  Lewis  H.  Mattair,  Jr.,  representing 
the  fourth  generation.  He  secured  his  education 
largely  in  private  schools,  supplemented  by  a course 
in  the  University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee,  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1889  with  the  degree  of 
Civil  Engineer.  He  then  took  up  the  active  duties  of 
the  profession,  being  engaged  in  the  river  and  harbor 
work  throughout  the  state  in  the  employ  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  a number  of  years.  He  became  city  engi- 
neer of  Jacksonville  in  1894,  filling  the  office  for  a 
year,  and  in  1895  removed  to  New  York  city,  where  he 
was  under  Colonel  George  W.  Waring,  street  com- 
missioner, one  of  the  eminent  sanitary  engineers  of  the 
country.  His  experiences  in  that  connection  proved 
very  valuable.  In  July,  1898,  he  was  appointed  by 
President  McKinley  as  captain  of  engineers  in  the 
Third  United  States  Volunteer  Engineer  Regiment  and 
was  on  duty  in  Cuba,  serving  on  the  staff  of  General 
J.  P.  Sanger  as  engineer  officer  until  mustered  out  in 
May,  1899,  at  Fort  McPherson,  Georgia.  He  im- 
mediately returned  to  Cuba  and  accepted  a position 
under  the  government  as  sanitary  engineer  for  the 
province  of  Matanzas,  thus  continuing  until  June, 
1902.  He  then  again  came  to  the  United  States  and 
was  assigned  to  the  quartermaster's  department  as 
civil  and  sanitary  engineer  at  large.  He  was  on  duty 
at  Chickamauga  Park,  Tennessee,  as  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  new  cavalry  post,  and  was  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Fort  McPherson,  Georgia,  where  he  took 
charge  of  all  the  engineering  work,  remaining  in  the 
service  until  1906,  when  he  went  to  Canada.  He  fol- 
lowed mining  engineering  in  Cobalt  Camp  and  in  1909 
returned  to  Jacksonville  where  he  is  now  engaged  in 
engineering  and  contracting.  The  foregoing  is  ample 
commentary  of  the  importance  of  his  professional 
duties  and  his  capability.  He  thoroughly  understands 
every  phase  of  the  business  and  is  a close  student  of 
all  those  points  which  investigation,  research  and 
experiment  are  bringing  to  light  in  the  line  of  his 
profession. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1893,  Mr.  Mattair  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  May  L.  Eagan,  of  Jack- 
sonville, a daughter  of  Dennis  Eagan,  postmaster  of 
the  city  under  the  McKinley  administration  and  also 
a republican  committeeman  of  Florida.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mattair  have  an  only  son,  who  carries  the  name  of 
Lewis  H.  Mattair  in  the  fourth  generation.  Frater- 
nally Mr.  Mattair  is  connected  with  the  Elks  and  the 
Masons  and  he  is  prominent  in  club  circles  of  the  city, 
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holding  membership  in  the  Seminole,  Florida  Country 
and  Florida  Yacht  Clubs.  His  interests  in  life  make 
his  a well  balanced  character  and  the  course  he  has 
pursued  in  all  of  his  professional  and  private  relations 
commends  him  to  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 
his  fellowmen. 


JOHN  A.  PITCHER. 

There  is  no  figure  on  the  streets  of  Key  West  more 
familiarly  known  to  old  and  young  than  that  of  John 
A.  Pitcher,  one  of  the  oldest  native  born  citizens  of 
the  Island  city,  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this 
community  with  the  exception  of  one  short  trip  which 
he  took  to  Tampa.  He  is  widely  known  as  manager 
of  the  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  docks  and  practically  fills  the 
office  of  wharfmaster,  being  still  hearty  and  active  and 
fulfilling  his  duties  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  with  the 
same  punctiliousness  and  faithfulness  as  ever.  Pros- 
perity has  come  to  him  as  the  result  of  a long  and 
honorable  life  and  he  owns  much  valuable  real  estate 
which  places  him  in  an  independent  financial  position, 
but  it  seems  that  activity  is  a necessary  part  of  his  life 
and  he  never  contemplates  retirement.  Born  Febru- 
ary i,  1837,  he  is  a son  of  William  A.  Pitcher,  who 
had  come  to  Key  West  for  his  health  from  Catskill, 
New  York,  and  in  this  city  he  resided  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  The  mother  before  her  marriage 
was  Minta  Munson,  the  daughter  of  German  parents, 
who  while  emigrating  from  Germany  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  Mobile,  Alabama,  their  home,  became 
shipwrecked  and  lost  their  possessions  and  decided  to 
locate  in  Key  West  instead  of  proceeding  to  their  in- 
tended destination. 

The  life  of  John  A.  Pitcher,  as  mentioned  before,  is 
interesting  to  citizens  of  Key  West  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  spent  it  in  its  entirety  in  this  city.  Past 
seventy-six  years  of  age,  he  has  been  away  from  the 
island  on  which  he  was  born  but  once  upon  a journey 
to  Tampa,  which  he  made  when  a lad  eleven  or  twelve 
years  of  age.  He  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  Key 
West  from  a mere  hamlet  to  a city  of  twenty-five 
thousand  and  there  remains  with  him  a distinct  recol- 
lection of  the  great  gale  of  1846.  He  remembers  well 
when  the  first  stones  were  laid  for  the  construction  of 
Fort  Taylor,  which  occurred  just  prior  to  the  storm  of 
1846.  He  is  therefore  closely  connected  with  all  the 
historical  events  and  with  all  the  important  occurrences 
that  have  here  taken  place  and  can  give  interesting  bits 
of  information  of  times  long  past  and  can  trace  back 
those  influences  which  set  to  work  to  make  Key  West 
the  prosperous  and  modern  city  of  today.  For  many 
years  he  has  held  a responsible  position  in  the  employ 


of  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  his  particular  duties  being  those  of 
manager  of  the  docks,  and  his  occupation  may  be 
described  as  that  of  wharfmaster.  Mr.  Pitcher  has 
accumulated  a competence  sufficient  to  make  him  com- 
fortable and  also  sufficiently  large  to  set  up  his  children 
independently  in  life.  He  owns  much  valuable  real 
estate  both  improved  and  unimproved  and  some  of  his 
realty  holdings  are  among  the  choicest  and  most  valu- 
able in  the  city. 

In  his  early  young  manhood  Mr.  Pitcher  contracted  a 
marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Lowe,  a member  of  a prom- 
inent Key  West  family  of  that  name.  She  died  in  1890, 
leaving  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
They  are:  Isaiah  Hamilton;  Joseph  William;  Rulie, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  James  R.  Stowers ; and  Lelia. 
All  of  these  children  make  their  home  in  Key  West 
with  the  exception  of  the  second  son,  Joseph  William, 
who  resides  in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  Mr.  Pitcher,  Key 
West  honors  one  of  its  pioneers  and  one  who  has 
always  led  a busy  and  useful  life  to  which  indolence 
and  idleness  have  been  foreign.  Work  has  ever  been 
his  life’s  choice  and  leisure  has  been  irksome  to  him  and 
therefore  he  is  yet  busy,  fulfilling  bis  duties  and 
promoting  his  own  affairs,  yet  also  always  ready  to 
bear  his  share  in  the  general  advancement  and  develop- 
ment. His  life  work  has  been  a serviceable  factor  in 
the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  Key  West  and  he  has 
not  only  watched  but  also  contributed  to  the  city’s 
activities.  One  of  the  oldest  native  sons  of  Key  West, 
he  is  also  one  of  the  stanchest  and  most  loyal.  He  is 
successful  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  for  he  is 
esteemed  and  beloved  and  be  has  not  only  acquired 
material  wealth  but  in  a quiet  and  unostentatious  way 
has  been  a factor  for  good  in  almost  every  sphere  of 
endeavor  and  influence  in  this  city. 


SAMUEL  A.  LEONARD. 

Samuel  A.  Leonard,  who  in  association  with  his 
brother  D.  Luther  Leonard  controls  large  turpentine 
interests  in  Calhoun  county,  is  numbered  among  the 
important  factors  in  the  development  of  this  represen- 
tative industry  of  Florida  and  among  the  prosperous 
and  successful  business  men  of  Blountstown,  where  he 
makes  his  home.  He  was  born  in  Bladen  county,  North 
Carolina,  September  11,  1872,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel 
and  Caroline  G.  (Anders)  Leonard,  natives  of  that 
state,  where  they  now  reside.  The  father  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  is  recognized  as  a progressive  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  his  service  as  county  commis- 
sioner having  been  attended  with  beneficial  and  far- 
reaching  results.  He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents 
of  eleven  children  : Virginia,  who  married  F.  F.  New- 
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ton,  of  North  Carolina;  Samuel  A.,  of  this  review; 
Henry  C.,  who  lives  in  Frink;  Wade  H.,  of  Burch; 
Daniel  Luther,  who  is  associated  with  the  subject  of 
this  review  in  the  turpentine  business  in  Blountstown ; 
Sadie  E.,  who  lives  at  home ; Mellie  C.,  in  business 
with  Wade  H.  in  Burch ; Mary  Lou,  who  makes  her 
home  with  the  subject  of  this  review;  Maud,  who 
married  James  West,  of  North  Carolina;  John,  who 
lives  at  home ; and  one  who  died  at  an  early  age. 

The  name  of  Samuel  A.  Leonard  is  today  conspicu- 
ously identified  with  the  turpentine  business  in  this 
part  of  Florida,  for  he  has  done  much  to  develop  this 
industry  in  the  successful  management  of  his  own 
extensive  interests.  In  association  with  his  brother  he 
owns  six  thousand  acres  in  Calhoun  county  and  eight 
thousand  near  Scotts  Ferry,  and  from  the  one  hundred 
acres  under  cultivation  produces  large  quantities  of 
high-grade  turpentine.  The  brothers  understand  the 
scientific  details  connected  with  their  work,  are  able, 
keen  and  resourceful  business  men  and  have,  con- 
sequently, met  with  a gratifying  measure  of  success, 
their  activities  being  important  as  factors  in  general 
development. 

Samuel  A.  Leonard  married  Miss  Maggie  Player,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children,  Samuel 
W.,  Samuel  A.  and  Maggie  P.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Leonard  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  gives  his  allegiance  to 
the  democratic  party,  to  which  his  brother  also  belongs, 
and  is  eminently  public-spirited  and  progressive  in 
matters  of  citizenship,  although  never  desirous  of 
public  office.  Possessed  of  a spirit  of  business  initia- 
tive, broad,  liberal  and  modern  views,  he  has  been 
active  and  successful  in  his  business  career  and  has 
accomplished  far-reaching  results,  contributing  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  expansion  and  material  growth  of 
this  county. 


ERNEST  MERES. 

Ernest  Meres,  widely  known  in  connection  with  the 
sponge  industry  of  Florida,  is  accounted  one  of  the 
prominent  and  representative  business  men  of  Tarpon 
Springs.  He  is  conducting  extensive  interests  as  a 
dealer  in  sponges  and  he  is  also  an  active  factor  in  the 
management  and  control  of  the  Polar  Ice  & Light  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  Other 
business  interests  have  profited  by  his  activities  and 
sound  judgment,  and  his  worth  is  widely  acknowledged 
by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  was  born  in  Elmira,  New 
York,  September  21,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  Walter  and 
Amelia  (Petzold)  Meres.  The  father,  a native  of 
England,  died  at  Tarpon  Springs  in  1907  at  the  age  of 


seventy-four  years.  He  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  and  in  Elmira, 
New  York,  he  wedded  Amelia  Petzold,  who  is  a native 
of  Germany  and  was  five  years  of  age  when  brought 
to  the  United  States.  In  the  winter  of  1883-4  they 
came  to  Florida.  The  father  was  a florist  but  after  his 
removal  to  this  state  conducted  a hotel  until  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  continue  in  business.  His  first  hotel, 
known  as  The  Tropical,  he  sold  but  at  a later  date 
repurchased  it  and  called  it  The  Ferns.  Unto  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  two  children,  the  daughter  being 
Carrie  D.,  who  became  the  wife  of  B.  C.  Sammons,  of 
Chicago,  and  died  in  that  city  in  1893.  The  mother 
and  our  subject  are  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family. 

Ernest  Meres  came  to  Florida  with  his  parents  and 
remained  with  them  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Kentucky.  He  was  married  in  Lexington, 
that  state,  in  1895,  to  Miss  Emma  Drake,  a native  of 
Lexington  and  a daughter  of  Professor  A.  S.  Drake. 
Mr.  Meres  spent  six  years  in  Kentucky  in  the  con- 
tracting and  building  business  and  then  returned  to 
Tarpon  Springs,  where  he  became  connected  with  the 
sponge  trade  as  an  associate  of  John  K.  Cheney,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  eight  years.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  established  an  independent  business 
under  the  style  of  Ernest  Meres  & Company,  and  has 
since  remained  at  the  head  of  this  undertaking.  He 
conducts  one  of  the  largest  sponge  businesses  in  the 
state,  employing  a number  of  workmen  in  securing  the 
sponges  and  preparing  them  for  the  market.  His 
annual  sales  are  extensive  and  are  constantly  growing, 
his  business  having  now  reached  large  proportions,  its 
shipments  covering  a wide  territory.  During  the  past 
three  years  Mr.  Meres  has  also  been  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Polar  Ice  & Light  Company  of  Tarpon 
Springs  and  is  thus  connected  with  another  of  the 
important  industries  of  the  city.  He  organized  the 
Greek-American  Bank  of  Tarpon  Springs,  with  R.  IT. 
Sammons  as  cashier,  and  conducted  the  institution  for 
eighteen  months,  or  until  the  1st  of  January,  1913, 
when  he  resigned  the  presidency.  He  was  one  of  three 
who  organized  the  Gulf  Diving  Company  and  operated 
fifteen  boats  continually  in  that  work  for  four  years  in 
the  collection  of  sponges,  the  company  taking  the  lead 
in  the  extent  of  business  done  along  that  line.  Mr. 
Meres  has  also  been  a heavy  buyer  of  sponges  at  Key 
West  and  other  Florida  markets.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  prime  movers  in  the  establishment  of  the  Sponge 
Exchange,  of  which  he  was  the  vice  president  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meres  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren : Katharine  May,  who  is  attending  college  in 
Tallahassee,  Florida;  Walter  Dudley;  Francis,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; Emily  and  Ernest  T. 
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The  family  residence  is  a tine  home  on  Orange  street, 
which  Mr.  Meres  erected  in  1902.  He  belongs  to  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Moose  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  he  has  served  on  the  city  council.  No 
plan  or  movement  for  the  benefit  of  Tarpon  Springs 
along  lines  of  progress  and  improvement  seeks  his  aid 
in  vain.  The  public  work  that  he  has  done,  however, 
has  largely  been  of  a nature  that  has  brought  no  pecun- 
iary reward  and  yet  has  made  extensive  demands  upon 
his  time,  his  thought  and  his  energies.  Opportunities 
that  others  have  passed  heedlessly  by  he  has  noted  and 
improved  to  the  betterment  of  the  city  in  many  ways, 
and  in  his  own  business  career  his  sound  judgment  and 
enterprise  have  directed  his  labors  to  the  goal  of  suc- 
cess. 


FOREST  J.  HYDE. 

Forest  J.  Hyde  is  manager  of  the  Gold  Refining 
Company  at  Jacksonville  and  as  such  occupies  a leading 
position  in  business  circles.  He  is  perhaps  equally 
widely  known  in  connection  with  his  public  work  as 
an  official  and  through  his  advocacy  and  support  of 
good  roads,  in  which  movement  his  labors  have  been 
directly  resultant.  A native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
born  in  Townville,  March  31,  1867,  his  parents  being 
Isaac  and  Jane  (Winans)  Hyde.  The  father,  now  de- 
ceased, was  a contractor  and  builder.  The  mother, 
who  survives,  makes  her  home  in  Jacksonville. 

In  the  public  schools  Forest  J.  Hyde  pursued  his 
education  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  or  in  1884, 
paid  a visit  to  Jacksonville.  While  there  he  was 
offered  a position  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  as 
shipping  clerk  and,  accepting  the  office,  served  in  that 
capacity  for  three  years.  He  then  became  connected 
with  the  firm  of  Blodgett,  Moore  & Company,  whole- 
sale dealers  in  oils,  with  whom  he  continued  until 
Gerow  & Clarkson  succeeded  to  the  business.  At  that 
time  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
and  cashier  and  so  remained  until  1890,  when  he 
purchased  Mr.  Gerow’s  interest,  after  which  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Clarkson  & 
Hyde  until  1906.  They  then  closed  out  the  business 
and  Mr.  Hyde  took  a position  as  southern  manager 
of  the  Pure  Oil  Company  with  stations  at  Jacksonville, 
Savannah,  Mobile,  Pensacola  and  Bainbridge,  Georgia. 
This  business  was  sold  to  the  Gulf  Refining  Company 
in  March,  1908,  when  Mr.  Hyde  was  made  manager  at 
Jacksonville,  where  they  have  a very  large  storage 
plant.  The  division  of  which  he  has  charge  covers  a 
large  territory  and  the  business  conducted  through  his 
office  is  very  extensive.  Careful  in  its  control,  active 
in  its  development,  enterprising  in  promoting  its  in- 


terests, his  work  has  given  him  high  standing  as  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  company  and  as  a leading  business 
man  of  this  section  of  the  state.  In  addition  to  his 
other  business  interests  Mr.  Hyde  is  president  of  the 
Cedar  Springs  Water  Company. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1899,  Mr.  Hyde  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marie  Louise  Morello,  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  they  have  eight  chil- 
dren: Forest,  Jr. ; Marie;  Cecil;  Mildred;  Lillian  and 
Lina,  twins;  John  D. ; and  Louise. 

In  social  relations  Mr.  Hyde  is  well  known.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Elks  and  with  the  Germania 
and  Rotary  Clubs  but  his  social  and  business  interests 
do  not  comprise  the  entire  extent  of  his  activities.  He 
has  figured  quite  prominently  in  political  circles  and 
his  influence  has  ever  been  on  the  side  of  progress, 
reform,  and  improvement.  Especially  does  he  believe 
in  the  constructive  measures  which  are  accomplishing 
results  for  betterment  along  various  lines.  In  1893-4 
he  was  a member  of  the  city  council  of  Jacksonville 
from  the  ninth  ward  and  in  1901  was  elected  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  Duval  county.  The  excellent  record 
which  he  made  in  that  connection  led  to  his  reelection 
again  and  again  until  he  had  served  for  ten  years.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  commission  for  six  years  and 
during  his  administration  nearly  all  of  the  good  roads 
m Duval  county  were  made.  He  has  been  enthusiastic 
on  the  subject  of  fine  public  highways  and  without 
creating  much  talk  he  succeeded  in  having  the  good 
roads  built,  the  value  of  which  is  now  recognized  by 
all,  Duval  county  being  proud  of  its  system  of  public 
highways.  In  other  ways  Mr.  Hyde  has  also  contrib- 
uted to  public  progress  and  improvement  and  is 
accounted  one  of  the  valued  residents  of  Jacksonville. 


HENRY  C.  RICHARDS. 

Henry  C.  Richards  is  one  of  the  active  and  pros- 
perous general  farmers  of  Calhoun  county  and  is  oper- 
ating a fine  property  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
near  Altha.  The  farm’s  neat  and  attractive  appearance 
indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  practical  methods 
and  he  is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  leading  agricul- 
turists of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Florida,  February  29,  1864,  and  is  a son 
of  Thomas  D.  and  Cherry  Ann  (Nelson)  Richards, 
both  natives  of  this  state.  The  father  was  a soldier 
in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war  and  a 
prosperous  and  successful  farmer  in  private  life.  For 
a number  of  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  justice  of 
the  peace.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away,  her  death 
having  occurred  November  8,  1902.  To  their  union 
were  born  eleven  children:  John  D.,  of  Washington 
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county ; Eliza,  widow  of  F.  Clark,  whose  home  was 
in  Calhoun  county ; Sarah  Frances,  widow  of  E.  Say- 
ers, who  was  a resident  of  Calhoun  county ; Thomas 
M.,  deceased;  Wesley,  of  Calhoun  county;  Zachary, 
deceased;  Henry  C.,  of  this  review;  Martin  L.,  of  Cal- 
houn county;  Ida  Victoria,  who  married  C.  S.  Trailer, 
of  Calhoun  county;  Miles  J.,  also  of  Calhoun  county; 
and  Ellis  E. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Henry  C.  Richards  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  working  for  a time  in  the 
employ  of  others.  He  was,  however,  ambitious  and 
energetic  and  saved  his  money,  becoming  finally  able 
to  purchase  land  of  his  own.  In  1895  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Calhoun  county,  near  Al- 
tha,  and  this  he  has  since  increased  to  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  His  property  is  well  improved  and  devel- 
oped and  is  equipped  with  all  the  accessories  and  con- 
veniences of  a model  farm.  In  addition  Mr.  Richards 
owns  a lot  in  Pensacola,  and  a fine  house  and  lot  else- 
where. 

Mr.  Richards  married  Miss  Margian  Melissa  Par- 
rish, a daughter  of  James  and  Delilah  (Higdon) 
Parrish,  natives  of  Alabama.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children : Margian  Melissa,  wife  of  the  sub- 

ject of  this  review  ; Mary,  who  married  Lewis  Jack- 
son,  of  Texas;  John,  deceased;  and  Andrew  Jackson, 
who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Richards  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  His  political  views  are  democratic  but  he 
never  seeks  public  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his 
attention  upon  the  development  of  his  farm.  A resi- 
dent of  this  county  for  eighteen  years,  he  is  widely 
known  within  its  borders  and  the  substantial  qualities 
which  he  has  displayed  in  social  and  business  relations 
have  gained  him  a high  place  in  the  regard  of  his 
associates. 


THOMAS  R.  BYRD. 

There  is  no  one  more  entitled  to  the  honorable  at- 
tribute of  self-made  man  than  Thomas  R.  Byrd,  a 
native  of  Florida,  who  since  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age,  when  he  was  doubly  orphaned,  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world  and  has  become  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  state,  not  only  attaining  his  own  prosperity  but 
bringing  about  conditions  which  have  generally  bene- 
fited this  section.  As  vice  president  of  the  Hastings 
Development  Company  and  interested  in  a number  of 
other  enterprises  of  a similar  character,  he  has  been 
largely  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  rapid  growth 
which  Hastings  has  enjoyed  since  its  incipiency  and 
has  also  become  prominent  in  the  turpentine  industry, 
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as  farmer,  real-estate  promoter,  potato  grower  and 
along  various  other  lines  of  endeavor  equally  important. 

Thomas  R.  Byrd  was  born  in  Leon  county,  near 
Tallahassee,  Florida,  April  8,  1861,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Sarah  (French)  Byrd,  the  father  a native 
of  Georgia  and  the  mother  of  Florida,  their  marriage 
taking  place  in  the  latter  state.  The  father  sacrificed 
his  life  in  the  cause  of  the  south  when  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  a Florida  regiment,  being  killed  in  action 
during  the  war,  and  the  mother  passed  away  when  her 
son  Thomas  was  only  twelve  years  of  age. 

Thomas  R.  Byrd,  after  the  death  of  his  parents  was 
reared  by  devout  Catholic  people  until  he  attained  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  He  attended  school  only  until 
he  was  eight  years  old  and  thereafter  secured  work  in 
the  stores  and  sawmills  of  Jacksonville  and  the  neigh- 
borhood, earning  his  own  support  in  that  manner  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  At  that  age  he  went  to 
Volusia  county,  where  he  found  employment  as  a farm 
hand.  He  subsequently  homesteaded  there,  having 
made  this  possible  by  thrift  and  energy,  and  married 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  farmed  in  that 
vicinity  until  he  disposed  of  his  homestead  and  located 
near  Ormond,  selling  again  and  coming  from  there  to 
St.  John  county,  locating  near  where  Hastings  now 
stands  about  twenty-eight  years  ago.  On  the  farm  was 
an  orange  grove,  which,  however,  was  completely  de- 
stroyed by  a big  frost,  and  thereafter  he  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  general  farming,  attaining  success 
along  this  line.  Later  he  bought,  with  a partner,  five 
hundred  acres  of  turpentine  timber  land,  which  he 
developed  and  later  sold.  Subsequently  he  acquired 
one  thousand  acres  of  the  same  kind  of  land  and  tur- 
pentining the  trees  he  cut  down  the  timber,  preparing 
the  same  in  his  own  sawmills  for  the  market,  and 
developed  his  tract,  subsequently  devoting  it  to  potato 
farming.  Another  tract  of  five  hundred  acres  he 
treated  in  a like  manner  and  disposed  of  later  to  incom- 
ing settlers.  At  this  writing  he  owns  two  hundred 
acres  on  his  own  place  but  he  now  resides  in  the  town 
of  Hastings,  although  he  yet  runs  a turpentine  still 
on  his  farm.  As  his  various  enterprises  brought  him 
the  means,  he  became  connected  with  important  com- 
mercial concerns  and  in  connection  with  the  Blastings 
Development  Company  holds  the  office  of  vice  presi- 
dent, doing  important  work  in  that  connection  in  pro- 
moting the  business  of  the  company  and  indirectly  the 
growth  of  the  town.  He  is  also  an  important  stock- 
holder in  the  Hill  Investment  Company.  His  connec- 
tion with  the  sawmill  business  extended  over  a period 
of  eleven  years,  during  which  time  he  had  several  mills 
located  on  his  various  lands. 

The  town  of  Byrd,  located  four  miles  southeast  of 
Hastings,  was  named  in  honor  of  our  subject  and  at 
this  place  he  serves  as  postmaster.  In  1883  he  was 
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married  to  Miss  Cynthia  Elizabeth  McSwain,  a daugh- 
ter of  Philip  McSwain,  a native  of  Georgia,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  at  Barberville,  Florida.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Byrd  had  eleven  children  of  whom  two  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are  : Ella,  the  wife  of  Charles  FI. 
Stevens,  of  Hastings;  William  Randolph,  a surveyor 
and  also  a resident  of  Hastings ; and  Charles  Henry, 
Silas,  Elvin,  Margaret,  Pearl,  Gladys  and  Eva.  Mr. 
Byrd  is  a democrat  in  his  political  views  and  gives 
decided  support  to  the  progressive  wing  of  that  party. 
He  always  takes  a laudable  interest  in  all  matters  of 
political  and  public  importance  and  for  two  terms 
served  as  county  commissioner  of  St.  John  county.  His 
work  along  lines  of  development  in  the  Hastings  region 
has  been  so  recent  that  its  value  to  the  general  public 
can  hardly  be  estimated,  but  it  is  readily  recognized 
everywhere  that  he  has  been  very  helpful  in  bringing 
about  the  general  advancement  this  section  enjoys.  Mr. 
Byrd  is  a man  of  importance  in  the  community,  where 
his  sterling  traits  of  character  have  secured  him  the 
high  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  estimate  him  at 
his  full  worth,  as  a self-made  man,  a pioneer  and  a 
leader. 


H.  DALE  MILLER. 

One  of  the  most  progressive,  enterprising  and  deserv- 
edly successful  business  men  of  Miami  is  H.  Dale 
Miller,  connected  with  important  real-estate  interests 
as  vice  president  and  director  of  the  Everglade  Land 
Sales  Company.  He  was  born  in  Tennessee,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1877,  and  is  the  only  living  son  of  Henderson 
S.  and  Isabel  (Fletcher)  Miller,  who  now  reside  in 
Daytona,  Florida. 

H.  Dale  Miller  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and 
there  acquired  his  education,  remaining  in  Tennessee 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  His  residence  in 
Dade  county  dates  from  1896  in  which  year  he  located 
at  Palm  Beach,  coming  after  one  year  to  Miami  where 
he  has  since  resided,  having  in  the  interval  thoroughly 
identified  his  interests  with  those  of  the  city  among 
whose  leading  and  representative  business  men  he  holds 
an  honored  place.  For  six  years  after  his  arrival  he 
engaged  successfully  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  fish 
business  and  built  up  a prosperous  and  important  trade 
along  this  line,  but  in  1909  he  turned  his  attention  to 
real  estate,  becoming  in  that  year  connected  with  the 
Everglade  Land  Sales  Company  to  the  affairs  of  which 
he  has  since  given  all  of  his  time  and  energies.  He  is 
a director  in  the  concern  and  vice  president  and  in  the 
discharge  of  his  important  duties  has  displayed  the 
initiative  spirit  and  organizing  power,  the  industry  and 
well  timed  aggressiveness  which  are  the  foundation  of 
all  his  success.  A great  deal  of  the  credit  for  the  con- 


tinued growth  of  the  business  is  due  to  him  and  the 
work  he  has  done  in  this  connection  has  won  him  a 
place  among  Miami’s  most  substantial  and  able  citizens. 

Aside  from  his  business  interests  Mr.  Miller  has 
been  identified  with  official  life  in  an  important  way  for 
in  1905  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Dade  county  crim- 
inal court  of  record  and  he  held  the  office  for  six  years, 
having  been  reelected  in  1908.  He  was  the  first  man 
to  hold  this  office  after  its  establishment  and  his  splen- 
did record  is  an  excellent  precedent  not  only  because 
of  the  results  which  he  achieved  but  also  on  account 
of  the  high  political  standards  to  which  he  steadily 
adhered.  Mr.  Miller  is  a member  of  the  Miami  Board 
of  Trade  and  belongs  to  the  Elks  and  the  Tarpon  Clubs. 
Important  accomplishments  along  business  and  politi- 
cal lines  stand  to  his  credit  and  he  has  in  addition 
gained  that  truer  and  greater  success  which  lies  in  the 
respect,  esteem  and  confidence  of  many  friends. 


JOHN  MESSER. 

John  Messer,  prominent  in  agricultural  circles  of 
Jackson  county  as  the  successful  operator  of  a fine 
farm  of  eight  hundred  acres  near  Dellwood  and  well 
known  in  business  life  as  a prosperous  general  mer- 
chant, was  born  in  Georgia,  September  15,  1858.  He 
is  a son  of  Bryant  and  Martha  (Germaine)  Messer, 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  in  1865  moved  to 
Florida,  locating  in  Jackson  county.  The  father  was 
a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  followed  this  occu- 
pation in  early  life  but  after  coming  to  this  state  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  dying  in  1886.  His  wife 
survived  him  two  years.  To  their  union  were  born 
fifteen  children,  nine  of  whom  have  passed  away. 
Those  who  survive  are:  George  W.,  of  Grand  Ridge; 
Lewis  C.  and  Pierce  L.,  residents  of  Bascom ; C.  M.,  of 
Marianna  ; Louise,  the  wife  of  H.  L.  Green,  of  Bascom  ; 
and  John,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

John  Messer  began  his  independent  career  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  turning  his  attention  to  general 
farming.  He  first  became  a landowner  in  1884,  when 
he  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  after- 
ward sold.  Later  he  bought  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  the  old  homestead,  near  Dellwood,  and  has 
since  increased  his  holdings  to  eight  hundred  acres. 
The  property  is  excellently  improved  and  well  de- 
veloped and  yields  Mr.  Messer  fine  crops  annually  as 
a reward  for  his  careful  labor  and  practical  methods. 
In  addition  to  his  farming  operations  he  is  also  the 
proprietor  of  a large  general  merchandise  store  in  the 
town  and  has  secured  a profitable  and  important  patron- 
age by  reason  of  his  fine  goods,  his  reasonable  prices, 
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his  courtesy  and  his  straightforward  business  methods. 
He  owns  an  attractive  home  in  Dellwood  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  business  and  social  circles. 

Mr.  Messer  married  Miss  Ida  V.  Rogers  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Wesley  L.,  of 
Dellwood;  Bryant  E.,  at  home;  Cleveland  W.,  a resi- 
dent of  Marianna ; Lola,  who  married  Arthur  G.  Pen- 
der, of  Greenwood ; Gordon  E.,  of  Marianna ; Eva  and 
Bertha,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Messer  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and 
in  his  religious  views  he  is  a Baptist.  He  gives  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  for 
fifteen  years  served  ably  and  conscientiously  as  post- 
master of  Dellwood.  He  is  interested  in  the  growth 
of  the  community  and  for  many  years  has  rendered 
it  excellent  service  by  his  active  support  of  progressive 
movements.  He  is  a man  of  many  sterling  traits  of 
character,  reliable  in  business,  progressive  in  citizenship 
and  at  all  times  upright  and  straightforward. 


JAMES  MADISON  TATE. 

The  events  in  which  James  Madison  Tate  has  par- 
ticipated in  the  course  of  a long,  active  and  honorable 
life  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  this 
volume,  for  no  man  is  held  in  higher  esteem  and  re- 
spect in  Roberts  and  the  surrounding  country.  Since 
1878  Mr.  Tate  has  been  identified  with  educational  in- 
terests here  as  a successful  schoolteacher,  with  reli- 
gious circles  an  an  able  preacher  and  with  public  life 
as  a progressive  and  public-spirited  citizen  as  well  as 
a forceful  official,  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  he  is 
still  an  active  factor  in  the  world’s  work.  He  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  since  1878,  the  length  of  his  service 
proving  his  efficient,  able  and  satisfactory  work. 

Mr.  Tate  was  born  in  Russell  county,  Alabama,  De- 
cember 29,  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  L.  and  Louisa 
(Reed)  Tate,  the  former  for  many  years  judge  of  the 
probate  court  and  a man  active  and  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  was  an  ardent  secessionist  and  served 
as  a member  of  the  secession  assembly  in  Alabama.  He 
and  his  wife  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  have 
passed  away  with  the  exception  of  the  subject  of  this 
review  and  his  brother,  Clarence  W.  Tate,  now  a re- 
tired newspaper  man  of  Mulat,  Florida. 

James  M.  Tate  acquired  his  education  in  Emory 
College  at  Oxford,  Georgia,  and  later  attended  Cum- 
berland University  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  graduat- 
ing in  law  from  that  institution  in  the  year  i860.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  and  served  four  years,  taking  part  in  all  of  the 
prominent  engagements  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded 


at  the  battles  of  Malvern  Hill,  Harpers  Ferry  and 
South  Mountain  and  witnessed  the  famous  battle  be- 
tween the  Monitor  and  the  Merrimac.  He  went  to 
the  front  as  a private  and  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge as  captain  of  the  Army  of  Virginia.  With  this 
creditable  military  record  he  went  to  Alabama,  where 
he  obtained  a position  as  teacher  in  a high  school  in 
that  state,  remaining  there  for  twelve  years.  In  1878 
he  came  to  Roberts  and  continued  his  schoolteaching, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  that  time,  his 
ability,  comprehensive  knowledge  and  long  experience 
making  him  one  of  the  most  successful  educators  in 
this  part  of  the  state. 

• On  the  31st  of  January,  1887,  Mr.  Tate  married 
Miss  Sally  E.  Clark,  a daughter  of  B.  P.  and  Mary 
(Thweatt)  Clark,  natives  of  Georgia.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tate  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Louisa, 
widow  of  John  Carey;  and  Mollie,  deceased. 

Mr.  Tate  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  for  many  years  has  been  active  and 
prominent  in  public  affairs.  In  1885  he  served  as  the 
representative  of  his  county  in  the  state  legislature  and 
since  coming  to  Roberts  has  been  justice  of  the  peace, 
the  length  of  his  service  proving  his  efficient  and  able 
work.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  his  religious  views  are 
in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  church, 
of  which  he  is  an  earnest  and  faithful  member.  He 
takes  a leading  part  in  its  affairs  and  since  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war  has  been  successful  as  a local  preacher. 
He  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  not  only  as  a 
teacher  of  unusual  ability  and  power,  but  also  as  an 
upright,  honorable  and  high-minded  gentleman  whose 
genuine  personal  worth  and  many  sterling  traits  of 
character  have  in  the  course  of  his  thirty-five  years 
in  Roberts  gained  for  him  esteem,  confidence,  honor 
and  many  friends. 


WALTER  TAYLOR  MOORE. 

One  of  the  most  deservedly  successful  of  Leon 
county’s  native  sons  is  Walter  Taylor  Moore,  who 
since  beginning  his  active  career  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen has  been  engaged  in  farming.  His  many  years 
of  honorable,  straightforward  and  well  directed  labor 
have  had  their  natural  reward  and  today  his  farm  of 
five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near  Tallahassee  is  one 
of  the  finest  agricultural  properties  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  November  7,  1848,  and  is  a son 
of  John  Richard  and  Louisa  (Johnson)  Moore,  the 
former  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  South 
Carolina.  They  came  to  Florida  in  the  early  days  and 
in  this  state  the  father  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
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death.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away.  To  their 
union  were  born  eleven  children : Mary,  Thomas, 

William,  Elizabeth  and  Ellen,  all  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased; Ann,  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Johnson,  of  Leon 
county;  Walter  Taylor,  of  this  review;  John  and 
Frank,  deceased;  Louisa  and  Getsa,  both  of  whom  re- 
side in  Tallahassee. 

Walter  T.  Moore  is  in  all  essential  respects  a self- 
made  man,  for  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  his 
independent  career,  not  only  earning  his  own  livelihood 
but  assuming  the  support  of  the  entire  family.  He 
turned  his  attention  to  general  farming,  air  occupa- 
tion to  which  he  was  reared,  and  has  worked  untir- 
ingly through  the  years,  owning  today  a fine  property 
of  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His  farm  is  well 
improved,  highly  developed  and  bears  many  evidences 
of  his  careful  management,  progressive  spirit  and  skill 
in  farm  labor. 

Mr.  Moore  married  Miss  Clara  L.  Johnson,  a native 
of  Florida,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren: Lacona,  widow  of  John  H.  Richardson;  John 
G.,  deceased;  Janet,  who  married  Miles  Maxwell,  of 
Georgia;  Mary,  deceased;  Thomas,  at  home;  Alma, 
wife  of  Robert  Bradford,  of  Leon  county;  Clara,  at 
home;  Louisa,  deceased;  Walter  and  Lorain,  both  of 
whom  reside  at  home. 

Mr.  Moore  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Fie 
is  well  known  in  Leon  county  by  reason  of  the  excel- 
lent work  he  has  accomplished  and  also  as  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  in  1865.  Since  his  birth  he  has  resided  here  and 
his  life’s  record  should  serve  as  a source  of  inspira- 
tion to  others,  for  it  has  been  distinguished  by  perse- 
vering work  against  obstacles  and  difficulties.  He  has 
never  sought  to  figure  prominently  in  public  life  but 
in  business  has  proven  capable  and  reliable  and  his  in- 
tense and  well  directed  activity  is  now  bringing  him 
a gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 


WILLIAM  J.  MAY. 

William  J.  May,  a successful  logger  and  turpentine 
manufacturer  of  Alliance,  is  also  engaged  in  the  opera- 
tion of  a sawmill  in  the  interests  of  his  father.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  energetic,  able  and  progressive  young 
business  men  of  this  community  and  his  present  suc- 
cess is  a gratifying  prophecy  of  his  future  advance- 
ment. He  was  born  in  Calhoun  county,  this  state,  June 
11,  1888,  and  is  a son  of  William  H.  and  Jessie  V. 
(Burgess)  May,  natives  of  Georgia.  The  parents 
moved  in  early  life  to  Florida  and  located  in  Calhoun 
county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  mill- 
ing and  became  also  active  in  the  timber  business.  He 


later  moved  into  Jackson  county,  where  he  accumulated 
large  holdings  in  land  and  is  today  the  proprietor  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  and  his  wife  be- 
came the  parents  of  twelve  children : Georgia,  the 

wife  of  B.  L.  Henine,  of  Jackson  county;  William  J., 
of  this  review ; Mary,  who  married  Frank  Higgins,  of 
Jackson  county;  Lizzie,  Charles  and  Liller,  all  at  home; 
John,  deceased;  David,  who  has  also  passed  away; 
Benjamin,  still  at  home;  two  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Jake,  deceased. 

After  acquiring  a public-school  education  William 
J.  May  turned  his  attention  to  business  pursuits,  en- 
gaging in  logging  and  in  turpentine  manufacturing  in 
Alliance,  occupations  which  have  since  claimed  his 
attention.  He  also  operates  a mill  in  the  interest  of 
his  father  and  in  this  branch  of  work,  as  in  all  others, 
he  has  been  successful  because  he  has  been  industrious, 
energetic  and  enterprising. 

Mr.  May  married  Miss  Amanda  Lulu  Sellers,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Otis  and  Onus. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Freewill  Baptist 
church  and  Mr.  May  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  people’s  party.  He  is  a young  man  who  through 
enterprise  and  honesty  has  acquired  a gratifying  meas- 
ure of  success  and  gained  an  excellent  reputation 
throughout  the  county. ' 


REV.  GEORGE  D.  BRAGAN. 

As  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Graceville, 
Florida,  Rev.  George  D.  Bragan  has  made  valuable 
contributions  to  the  upbuilding  of  Christian  citizen- 
ship, for  the  words  which  he  has  uttered  from  the 
pulpit  have  sunk  deep  into  many  hearts  and  have  borne 
fruit  in  the  lives  of  those  who  have  come  under  his 
teachings.  His  character  is  Christian  in  a sense 
rarely  met  with,  and  of  unselfish  and  sympathetic 
disposition  he  is  much  beloved  and  highly  esteemed. 
Born  in  Georgia  June  14,  1873,  he  is  a son  of  Peter 
and  Martha  (Gliesen)  Bragan,  the  father  a native  of 
Ireland  and  the  mother  of  Georgia.  The  father  came 
to  America  about  1846.  He  early  apprenticed  him- 
self to  the  mechanics’  trade  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
and  subsequently  was  located  for  a number  of  years 
in  Cuthbert,  Georgia,  where  he  successfully  followed 
his  trade.  He  died  in  1889  in  Alabama  and  the 
mother  passed  away  February  28,  1913.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  eleven  children:  John  G.,  of  Flomaton,  Ala- 
bama; William  B.,  of  Daleville,  that  state;  George 
D.,  our  subject;  Mary  E.,  deceased;  Beulah  and 
Leila,  who  died  in  infancy ; Thomas,  who  also  passed 
away  when  young ; a daughter  who  died  in  childhood ; 
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Peter  T.,  of  Flomaton,  Alabama;  Frank  M.,  also  of 
that  city;  and  a daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 

George  D.  Bragan  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof  and  remained  on  the  home  farm,  assisting  in 
bringing  up  his  brothers  and  sisters,  until  he  was 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  the  support  of  the  family 
largely  falling  upon  his  shoulders,  as  his  father  died 
when  he  was  still  a boy.  Leaving  home,  he  removed  to 
Newton,  Alabama,  where  he  attended  the  Baptist 
Collegiate  Institute  for  a period  of  five  years,  and 
then  spent  some  time  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  Richmond,  Virginia,  locating  later 
at  Greenville,  Alabama.  In  1901  he  came  to  Grace- 
ville,  Florida,  being  called  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
the  Baptist  church.  Here  he  has  become  popular  and 
loved  wherever  known  on  account  of  his  high  qual- 
ities of  character,  his  kindly  spirit  and  his  ready 
sympathy.  To  any  person  in  trouble  he  is  a most 
sympathetic  friend  and  to  the  young  he  readily  gives 
careful  and  sound  advice.  He  has  also  in  the  course 
of  years  been  connected  with  the  Graceville  Adver- 
tiser, a weekly  publication  which  has  a circulation 
of  about  five  hundred  subscribers,  and  his  connection 
with  this  paper  was  soon  reflected  by  the  substantial 
growth  of  the  business.  He  uses  the  paper  largely 
as  an  educational  feature  in  addition  to  the  dissem- 
ination of  general  and  local  news,  and  never  deviates 
from  the  high  principles  which  he  sets  up  or  lowers 
standards  because  he  considers  it  expedient  or  profit- 
able to  do  so.  He  stands  as  a high  type  of  public- 
spirited  citizenship  and  never  weighs  a question  of 
civic  or  personal  honor  in  the  scale  of  policy. 

On  September  4,  1910,  Rev.  Bragan  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sabie  Watford  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children ; Collie  Ray  and  a daughter  who 
died  in  infancy.  In  his  political  affiliations  Rev. 
Bragan  is  a democrat  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Masons  and  the  American  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  A gentleman  of  a kindly  and  gentle  nature, 
he  is  a friend  of  age  and  the  guide  and  instructor  of 
youth,  and  looking  for  good  in  others  readily  finds  it. 
Highly  respected  and  esteemed,  he  has  become  a 
forceful  factor  in  the  community,  enjoying  the  confi- 
dence of  all  who  come  under  the  spell  of  his 
personality. 


RICHARD  P.  MARKS. 

Richard  P.  Marks,  filling  the  office  of  United  States 
district  attorney  at  Jacksonville,  and  accorded,  by  the 
concensus  of  public  opinion,  an  enviable  position  in 
legal  circles,  was  born  in  Orange  county,  Florida,  July 


3,  1876,  his  parents  being  Matthew  R.  and  Mary  F. 
(Parramore)  Marks,  the  former  a native  of  Meri- 
wether county,  Georgia,  and  the  latter  of  Madison 
county,  Florida.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Madison  county,  this  state, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising.  Matthew 
R.  Marks  followed  farming  in  early  life  and  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  responded  to  the  call  of  the 
south  for  troops,  becoming  a Confederate  major  of 
cavalry.  He  was  with  General  Forest  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  service.  He  was  also  active  and  prominent 
in  civic  life,  serving  for  several  terms  as  mayor  of 
Orlando,  Florida,  and  for  several  years  as  member 
of  the  state  senate.  At  the  end  of  the  first  session  of 
his  first  term  because  of  a controversy  between  him 
and  one  of  his  colleagues  he  accepted  the  proposition 
that  both  should  resign  and  again  make  the  race  for 
the  position.  The  resignation  of  both  was  accepted 
by  the  governor  and  Major  Marks  was  returned  to 
the  senate,  while  his  challenger  was  defeated.  This 
probably  was  one  of  the  most  unusual  happenings  that 
ever  occurred  in  connection  with  the  state  senate,  but 
it  proved  his  personal  popularity  and  the  confidence 
and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  constituents.  Pie  was 
very  prominent  in  public  affairs  relating  to  his  town, 
county  and  state,  and  his  influence  was  ever  on  the 
side  of  improvement  and  advancement.  Major  Marks' 
municipal  slogan  was  paved  streets,  side  walks,  and 
shade  trees,  and  the  five  thousand  shade  trees  planted 
by  the  city  of  Orlando  during  his  administration,  not 
only  made  Orlando  one  of  the  prettiest  cities  in  the 
state,  but  are  a living  monument  to  its  former  mayor. 
For  several  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1 9 1 1 , he  had  resided  in  New  York  city.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  1910. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  at  Orlando, 
Florida,  Richard  P.  Marks  became  a student  in  Rollins 
College  and  later  attended  the  Florida  Agricultural 
College  at  Lake  City.  He  began  the  study  of  law 
before  he  had  attained  his  majority  in  the  office  of 
Beggs  & Palmer,  of  Orlando,  and  in  1899  successfully 
passed  the  required  examination  for  admission  to  the 
bar.  Pie  had  theretofore  practiced  to  some  extent  in 
minor  courts.  In  1899  he  came  to  Jacksonville  to 
become  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney.  In  1902  Mr.  Marks  was  promoted  to 
assistant  United  States  attorney,  which  position  he 
filled  until  October  28,  1912,  when  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Taft  to  his  present  position  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  Judge  John  M.  Cheney,  who  was  elevated 
to  the  United  States  district  bench.  Mr.  Marks  has 
been  continuously  connected  with  this  office  for  four- 
teen years,  having  successively  held  every  position  in 
the  office,  from  clerk  to  United  States  attorney,  and 
he  has  discharged  every  duty  devolving  upon  him  with 
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marked  dignity,  justice  and  capability.  He  is  also 
actively  engaged  in  the  private  practice  of  law,  being 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Marks,  Marks  & Holt.  Out- 
side of  the  district  attorney’s  office  his  practice  is  con- 
fined exclusively  to  civil  law  cases.  Fie  occupies  a 
high  position  in  the  profession,  and  has  made  an  of- 
ficial record  that  is  most  enviable,  capably,  earnestly 
and  conscientiously  representing  the  government,  and 
the  public  and  the  profession  alike  commend  him  for 
his  services. 


On  the  1 2th  of  December,  1907  Mr.  Marks  was 
married  to  Miss  Kathryn  Slemons,  of  Orlando, 
Florida.  He  belongs  to  the  Seminole  and  Florida 
Country  Clubs,  but  has  little  time  for  social  affairs, 
owing  to  the  constant  demand  made  upon  him  by  his 
professional  activities.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  his  well  spent  life  has 
established  him  high  in  the  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


INDEX 


Abernethy,  J.  C.  . . 

Adams,  C.  S 

Adams,  E.  J 

Ahern,  J.  J 

Aiken,  I.  H 

Allen,  G.  W 

Allen,  J.  W 

Anderson,  E.  E . . . 
Anderson,  H.  M.  . 
Anderson,  E.  B... 
Archibald,  J.  W.  . 
Armistead,  Sarah 

Arnold,  A.  W 

Atkins,  J.  W 

Atkinson,  G.  W.  . . 
Atkinson,  H.  F . . . 
Atkinson,  J.  V... 
Atkinson,  T.  M.  . . 

Baker-Holmes  Co. 

Baker,  W.  H 

Bandy,  C.  L 

Barber,  W.  I 

Barco,  J.  M 

Barefoot,  Noah  . . 
Barnett,  W.  B . . . . 

Barstow,  S.  J 

Bartlett,  A.  F.... 
Bartlum,  G.  L . . . . 
Barton,  W.  W ...  . 
Bassett,  G.  W.,  Jr 

Beach,  G.  A 

Beckett,  A.  P 

Beekman,  J.  C.  . . . 
Beeman,  H.  L.... 

Belcher,  S.  A 

Bell,  W.  E 

Benedict,  N.  D . . . 

Benson,  C.  D 

Bethel,  L.  W 

Bettes,  C.  C 

Bevis,  J.  W 

Bevis,  E.  F 

Bingham,  F.  F.  . . . 

Birch,  J.  J 

Blackwell,  J.  N.  . . 

Blake,  E.  G 

Blocker,  A.  T 

Blount,  W.  A . . . . 
Boggs,  A.  A 


690 

Bolles,  G.  C 

607 

Bond,  E.  W 

176 

Boone,  C.  M 

39 

Booth,  George  

517 

Booth,  James 

39 

Borden,  N.  B 

456 

Borson,  K 

237 

Bostick,  H.  F 

581 

Boswell,  C.  A 

726 

Bothwell,  E.  L 

235 

Bouehelle,  L.  B 

414 

Bowden,  E.  F 

437 

Bowen,  S.  E 

632 

Bowles,  IT.  A 

41 

Box,  W.  C 

649 

Boyd,  J.  G 

96 

Boylston,  S.  C 

710 

Boynton,  J,  J 

Boysen,  L.  L 

625 

Bragan,  G.  D 

152 

Breaker,  IT.  M 

Brown,  C.  M 

711 

Brown,  Frank  

302 

Brown,  W.  J 

559 

Bryan,  N.  C 

30 

Bryan,  N.  P 

195 

Bryan,  W.  J 

211 

Bryant,  H.  H 

70 

Bookman,  Courtland  . 

Buckman,  H.  IT.  . . . 

272 

Bumby,  Joseph 

492 

Burdine,  J.  M 

601 

Burdine,  B.  B 

Burton,  J.  L 

468 

Butler,  C.  J 

721 

Byrd,  T.  B 

8 

225 

Cain,  J.  W 

Calhoun,  J.  C 

667 

Call,  B,  M 

638 

Campbell,  G.  W 

315 

Campbell,  W.  B 

547 

Carson,  C.  A 

33 

93 

Carter,  W.  A 

722 

Carter,  W.  W 

85 

125 

Caruthers,  B.  M 

320 

530 

Caruthers,  J.  P 

35 

163 

Case,  J.  W 

108 

8 

Cash,  W.  D 

145 

200 

Cassidey,  Frank  

737 


738 


INDEX 


Cay,  C.  A 

Chafer,  R.  E 

Chaille,  W.  H 

Chambliss,  W.  F 

Champlain,  E.  A 

Chancellor,  T.  A 

Chapman,  F.  W 

Chase,  J.  W 

Cheney,  J,  M 

Christ,  C.  D 

Clarkson,  W.  B 

Coachman,  W.  F 

Cohen  Brothers  

Combs,  W.  H 

Conant,  Marcus  

Cone,  B.  F 

Conrad,  F.  N 

Conrad,  J.  A 

Cooley,  L.  A 

Corse,  Montgomery  

Courtney,  M.  B 

Grill,  E.  S 

Curry,  A.  E 

Curry,  Newton  

Curry,  R.  O 

Curry,  William  

Curry,  W.  K 

Curtis,  Charles  

Curtis,  J.  H 

Baffin,  R.  D 

Dancy,  F.  L 

Daniel,  P.  W 

Daniel,  R.  T 

Dann,  H.  C.  . 

Darnall,  M.  B 

Davidson,  W.  M 

Davis,  J.  A 

Davis,  R.  F.,  Jr 

Davis,  W.  M 

Dawes,  David  

Dawson,  C.  F 

Delaney,  W.  L 

De  Land  Business  Men ’s  League 
De  Land  Building  & Loan  Ass ’n 

De  Soto  National  Bank 

Dewell,  R.  T 

DeWolf,  A.  P 

Dickenson,  E.  T.  C 

Dickinson,  C.  P 

Dilzer,  C.  R 

Doggett,  J.  L 

Dohn,  C.  L 

Donegan,  A.  E 

Dorn,  J.  K 

Douglass,  J.  E 

Dowling,  W.  H 

Dreka,  G.  A 

Drysdale,  R.  D 

Duncan,  J.  J 

Dunham,  D.  L 

Dunham,  D.  R 

Dupont,  C.  A 


Durham,  J.  F 387 

Durkee,  Jay  II 596 

Durkee,  Joseph  H 595 

Durrance,  A.  L 637 

Duss,  J.  S.,  Jr 414 

Edminster,  W.  B 438 

Edwards,  A.  S 381 

Edwards,  J.  L 236 

Ellis,  R.  N 16 

Eppes,  E.  B 679 

Ericson,  C.  J 726 

Erwin,  E.  B 91 

Evans,  C.  H 247 

Farris,  I.  L 207 

Fears,  J.  H 575 

Felkel,  H.  A 78 

Fitzgerald,  T.  E 63 

Flagler,  H.  M 683 

Fletcher,  D.  IT 653 

Flinn,  J.  B 219 

Fogarty,  C.  B 505 

Fogarty,  J.  N 146 

Fort,  J.  A.,  Sr 542 

Foster,  S.  E 157 

Francis,  Charles  308 

Francis,  H.  H 351 

Friend,  A.  B 384 

Frissell,  G.  C 473 

Frohoek,  John  626 

Gaillard,  H.  F 244 

Galbreath,  M.  A 692 

Gallat,  Frank  557 

Gardner,  C.  W 452 

Gardner,  J.  C 518 

Garner,  C.  E 717 

Garner,  E.  B 183 

Garnett,  R.  B 316 

Gautier,  R.  B 274 

Geiger,  August  599 

Geiger,  II.  D 396 

Genovar,  Bartolo  250 

Giles,  J.  L 584 

Giles,  L.  B 563 

Gladney,  J.  A 351 

Gober,  W.  M 340 

Goldman,  Harry 522 

Graham,  G.  T 661 

Graham,  J.  W 254 

Gramling,  D.  F 589 

Gramling,  J.  C 196 

Gramling,  W.  S 202 


Gray,  C.  M.  . . 
Greaves,  J.  P . 
Greeley,  J.  C. 
Greeley,  M.  C. 
Gregory,  G.  S, 
Gregory,  L.  T. 
Groves,  W.  C. 
Gunn,  Hugh  . 
Gunn,  W.  II.  . 


213 

552 

569 

200 

80 

280 

662 

701 

55 

450 

629 

709 

624 

524 

546 

160 

56 

271 

440 

134 

722 

402 

396 

189 

449 

83 

279 

375 

360 

77 

431 

656 

277 

387 

283 

510 

485 

563 

548 

515 

131 

533 

479 

529 

69 

558 

527 

217 

475 

704 

689 

637 

13 

231 

588 

376 

476 

632 

606 

21 

28 

695 


INDEX 


739 


Hahn,  F.  W 

Hall,  J.  A 

Hall,  E.  E 

Hall,  E.  S 

Halley,  J.  B 

Hallowes,  W.  A.,  Jr. 

Hamlin,  E.  P 

Hamm,  H.  O 

Hammond,  J.  T 

Hampton,  H.  M.  . . . 

Hancock,  E.  J 

Haney,  T.  W 

Hanna,  E.  S 

Hanner  Brothers 
Hanson,  Henry  .... 

Hardie,  Dan  

Hare,  H.  C 

Harkisheimer,  H.  E . 

Harp,  J.  H 

Harper,  J.  W 

Harris,  J.  V.,  Jr.  . . . 

Harris,  J.  V 

Hart,  E.  II 

Heard,  J.  J 

Hefty,  Caspar  

Hellings,  M.  L 

Hellings,  W.  J 

Henderson,  L.  J.  . . . 
Henderson,  P.  A.  . . . 

Hervey,  G.  H 

Heyser,  A.  E 

Hilburn,  S.  J 

Hill,  Eod 

Hillman,  W.  J 

Hobbs,  C.  L 

Hodgdon,  F.  C.  B.  . . 

Hodsdon,  B.  F 

Hofstatter,  Theodore 

Holland,  B,  L 

Hollomon,  J.  A 

Holmes,  E.  F 

Hooker,  J.  N 

Horr,  J.  F 

Horsey,  J.  L 

Howard,  C.  E 

Hoxie,  A.  E 

Hoyle,  E.  F 

Hoyt,  E.  D 

Hubbard,  E.  S 

Hubbard,  S.  B 

Huff stetler,  W.  I . . . 

Hughes,  J.  B 

Hurlbut,  L.  A 

Hutchinson,  Henry 

Hyde,  F.  J 

IJyres,  Frank  

Ingram,  J.  W 

Ingram,  L.  H 

Ingram,  E.  C 

Ironmonger,  F.  M.  . 
Isler,  H.  II 

Isler,  N.  M 

Vol.  II— 4 4 


Jackson,  A.  M . 406 

Jackson,  J.  M 48 

Jackson,  W.  C 242 

Jacksonville  Free  Public  Library 635 

Jansen,  Carl  614 

Jaudon,  E.  K 128 

Jaudon,  J.  F 613 

Jaudon,  P.  B 541 

John  B.  Stetson  University 444 

Johnson,  Andrew  666 

Johnson,  C.  E 114 

Johnson,  F.  W 486 

Johnson,  G.  W 339 

Johnson,  J.  A 602 

Johnson,  J.  L 703 

Johnson,  L.  S 553 

Johnston,  “Pat”  115 

Jones,  E.  Z 292 

Jones,  J.  N 492 

Jordan,  J.  B 366 

Kamensky,  Theodore  546 

Keller,  G.  C 244 

Kelly,  J.  J 611 

Kemp,  C.  F 109 

Kenney,  C.  A 322 

Ketchum.  C.  H 405 

King,  C.  B 121 

King,  C.  T 352 

King,  II.  M 533 

Klutho,  H.  J 304 

Knibloe,  W.  E 554 

Knight,  D.  W 20 

Knight,  J.  T 434 

Knight,  E.  J 491 

Knight,  W.  N 401 

Knowles,  C.  L 150 

Knowlton,  C.  A 188 

Kribbs,  G.  F 680 

Ladd,  F.  II 427 

Lake  Helen,  Bank  of 426 

Landis,  C.  D 159 

Lanier,  F.  M 214 

Latham,  E.  A 536 

Lattin,  C.  A 115 

Lawrence,  J.  E 341 

Lawrence,  E.  F 577 

Lee,  Arthur  503 

Lee,  J.  M 201 

Leffler,  C.  D 132 

Lelaud,  S.  P 232 

Leonard,  G.  "V 121 

Leonard,  S.  A 728 

Lester,  J.  L 313 

Lewter,  F.  A 154 

Light,  S.  D.  W 335 

Locke,  E.  0 611 

Locke,  J.  W 674 

Logan,  G.  A 708 

Long,  H.  W i 461 

Long,  W.  E 273 

Louis,  Adolph  551 


480 

707 

428 

259 

504 

86 

710 

578 

665 

322 

243 

486 

673 

649 

631 

72 

213 

576 

497 

571 

52 

182 

256 

326 

254 

498 

499 

614 

15 

635 

566 

372 

581 

710 

593 

457 

327 

178 

298 

184 

360 

389 

100 

701 

719 

236 

570 

420 

19 

205 

291 

218 

686 

560 

730 

328 

248 

642 

241 

383 

64 

552 


740 


INDEX 


Lounds,  E.  D 

371 

Mitchell,  N.  A 

Love,  E.  C 

72 

Mobley,  T.  E 

Lowe,  A.  M 

569 

Mohn,  A.  W 

Lowe,  G.  L 

163 

Monsalvatge,  Washington 

Lowe,  John  

Moore,  O.  C 

267 

Moore,  T.  V 

452 

Moore,  W.  B 

84 

Moore,  W.  T 

545 

Morrison,  J.  L 

63 

Morse,  F.  S 

Monton,  L.  M 

I vne  C H 

309 

Muller,  G.  A 

Murphy,  .T.  .T 

432 

648 

390 

Nelson,  Edwin 

248 

Neville,  G W 

12 

North,  J.  L.  . . . 

69 

Norton,  C.  W 

638 

137 

Odom,  A.  11 

Odom,  P.  H 

158 

Oglesby,  ,T.  M 

725 

O’Neal,  W.  R 

656 

Orlando  Bank  & Trust  Co 

261 

Orlando  Peoples  National  Bank 

Orlando  Real  Estate  Co. 

McMillan,  u.  

516 

Otto,  Julius  

McMullen,  xseinei  

370 

Overstreet,  .T.  L 

McMullen,  ix.  

444 

Overstreet,  M.  O 

612 

Owen,  Walter  B 

74 

Owen,  William  B 

Mcicae,  w . 

232 

Macironigie,  J . 

295 

Parrott,  J.  B 

504 

Patterson,  G.  B 

697 

Paulsen,  Haakon  

119 

Payne,  L.  L 

369 

Peacock,  IT.  J 

88 

Peacock,  ,T.  E 

735 

Peacock,  ,T.  K 

92 

Peeler,  J.  M 

703 

Pellicer,  Edward  

220 

Pender,  W.  T 

620 

Perkins,  J.  E 

727 

Perkins,  W.  W 

96 

Perry,  W.  G 

734 

Pfeiffer,  Henry  

34 

Philips,  H.  B 

718 

Phillipoff,  John  

729 

Phillips,  F.  V 

153 

Pierce,  C.  R 

732 

Pilcher,  J.  E 

564 

Pinder,  L.  S 

407 

Pinder,  N.  L 

....  636 

Pinder,  R.  C 

. . . 370 

Pinson,  J.  W 

Middleton,  W.  S 

Milam,  M.  A 

164 

468 

Pitcher,  J.  A 

Porter,  J.  Y 

Miller,  H.  D 

732 

Porter,  W.  R 

Miller,  J.  W 

Potter,  E.  L 

Minton,  M.  A 

357 

Potter,  J.  A 

Minton,  S.  A 

358 

Pounds,  W.  S 

44 

412 

377 

325 

35 

488 

255 

733 

527 

131 

479 

464 

594 

384 

297 

138 

382 

336 


224 

408 

660 

470 

277 

169 
457 

170 
440 
166 
426 

40 

296 

105 

411 

242 

575 

334 

612 

475 

553 

600 

107 

602 

390 


400 

307 

655 


728 

315 

62 

48 

230 


INDEX 


741 


Powell,  W.  B 

Price,  R.  M 

Price-Williams,  Vernon  . 

Race,  H.  B 

Railey,  F.  G.,  Jr 

Railey,  L.  R 

Ralston,  H.  G 

Ramm,  F.  W 

Rand,  F.  H.,  Jr 

Rast,  J.  W 

Ray,  Alexander  

Read,  M.  H 

Recio,  Carlos  

Reeder,  F.  E 

Reese,  R.  P 

Reynolds,  W.  H 

Rhodes,  R.  W 

Richards,  H.  C 

Richmond,  S.  H 

Rinehart,  C.  D 

Roberts,  E.  P 

Roberts,  G.  A.  T 

Robinson,  E.  A 

Robinson,  R.  M 

Robinson,  S.  A 

Robshaw,  C.  C 

Rodriguez,  Enrique 

Rogers,  C.  B 

Romfh,  E.  C 

Ronalds,  Tennent 

Roper,  R.  B.  F 

Rose,  C.  J 

Rose,  R.  E 

Rowand,  J.  A 

Rowland,  William  

Rowland,  W.  R 

Ruff,  S.  Z 

Russell,  E.  W 

Rutherford,  V.  A 

Safford,  A.  P.  K 

Sams,  F.  W 

Sams,  Murray 

Sawyer,  J.  T 

Scoville,  G.  W 

Sears,  W.  J 

Semple,  E.  M 

Sever,  H.  W 

Sewell,  E.  G 

Sewell,  John 

Seybold,  John  

Shaw,  B.  L 

Shaylor,  S.  T 

Shepard,  B.  J 

Sheppard,  C.  R.  M.,  Jr 

Shutts,  F.  B 

Sizer,  Herndon  

Skaggs,  P.  T 

Skipper,  E.  E 

Skipper,  J.  T 

Smith,  D.  P 

Smith,  E.  L 


Smith,  J.  A 

Smith,  M.  M 378 

Smith,  O.  B 22 

Smith,  W.  P H3 

Smoot,  L.  D 57 

Southall,  B.  J 292 

Spencer,  Edwin  77 

Sperry,  E.  F 164 

Sprague,  G.  F 446 

Stallings,  S.  C 206 

Starbuck,  L.  G 101 

State  Bank  of  Orlando 534 

Stempel,  O.  A 102 

Stevens,  A.  D 720 

Stockton,  J.  N.  C 190 

Stockton,  Telfair  265 

Stokes,  J.  P 340 

Stuart,  E.  C 268 

Sweeting,  T.  A 223 

Sylvester,  J.  H.,  Jr 85 

Tate,  J.  M 733 

Tatum,  J.  H 393 

Taylor,  J.  S 528 

Taylor,  J.  S.,  Jr 49 

Taylor,  Lewis 590 

Taylor,  1ST.  L £78 

Tenney,  F.  F 229 

Tenney,  J.  F 226 

Thompson,  Norberg  £85 

Tichenor,  J.  A 443 

Tilghman,  W.  G 453 

Tompkins,  J.  B 577 


Trammell,  C.  M. 
Trammell,  Park 

Treat,  J.  E 
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Triplett,  J.  J 534 

Truitt,  J.  G 358 

Tucker,  W.  H 399 

Turner,  A.  C 595 

Turner,  A.  L 154 

Turner,  J.  P 794 

Turner,  L.  S 494 

Turvaville,  J.  D 999 

Tuttle,  Julia  D 122 

ITllendorff,  Phillip 335 

Upchurch,  J.  J 58 

Upchurch,  1ST.  S 999 

Van  Valzah,  J.  A 149 

Vason,  W.  1 542 

Veal,  W.  R.  0 511 

Veillard,  Ralph  100 

Vertrees,  J.  C 290 

Vinzant,  J.  J 289 

Waddell,  E.  A 208 

Waldin,  Walter  206 

Walker,  A.  H 348 

Wall,  J.  P 42 
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